
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on Hbrary shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non- commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 



Digitized by 



Google 






^ /» _^ 




Google 



4 



■:s 



û2 




Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



SESSIONAL PAPEKS 

ADDENDUM TO VOLUME 7. 



THIRD SESSION OF THE SEVENTH PARLIAMENT 



OF THE 



DOMINION OF CANADA 



SESSION 1893 




OTTAWA 

PRINTKD BY S. K. DAWSON, PRINTER TO THE QUEEN'S MOST 

EXCELLENT MAJESTY 

1895 



voLxraiE xxvi. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. lOc*.) 



A.5I893 



REVIEW OF THE REPORT 






ON THS 



FISHERIES IN THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO 



1893-94 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ontario Fishery Commission. 






INDEX TO REVIEW. 



Page. 

1. Introduction E 

2. Definite regulations, " close times "..... F 

3. Abridgment of evidence F 

4. Summary, giving names of witnesses and pages in report I 

5. Gill-nets and remarks O 

6. Meshes recommended and arguments in favour of P 

7. Summary of the evidence re gill-nets P 

8. Condensed testimony re gill-net meshes Q 

9. Pound-nets and meshes. T 

10. Condensed testimony, pound-nets W 

11. Reservation of angling and spawning grounds X 

12. Injuries from saw-logs Y 

13. Depletion of the fisheries and causes of CC 



10c*— AAlJ. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



On,tario Fishery Commission. 



REVIEW OF THE REPORT 



OF THE 



DOMI]S3-IOI>r FISHERY OOMMISSION 

ON THE 

FISHERIES OF THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO. 

1893-94. 



As directed by the Minister of Marine and Fisheries, the following review is sub- 
mitted on the work of the Dominion Fisheries Commission, appointed to inquire into 
and report upon the fisheries in the Qreat Lakes and other waters in the province of 
Ontario : — 

The investigations of the Commission were made during certain periods in the 
years 1892 and 1893, as will be seen by a reference to the General Report, comprising 
Parts I. and II., in one volume. See Report. 

The more particular scope of the Commission was to obtain information and testi- 
mony direct from the practical fishermen and others interested in the fisheries of Ontario, 
more especially regarding the spawning periods of the more important kinds of fishes 
which inhabited the waters of the Great Lakes, and to obtain information in relation to 
gill-nets and other modes of fishing, together with such other matters connected with 
the fisheries generally, as might be offered during the investigation. 

Upon the completion of the work of the Commission, draft regulations were to be 
drawn up embodying the conclusions and recommendations come to by the Commission. 

This has been done by submitting to the department a full report, with a series of 
regulations relating to *' close seasons " for the more important commercial fishes of the 
lakes. These regulations will be found on page xxx.. Part II. of the General Report. 

These draft regulations for " close seasons " were framed and recommended by the 
Commission, after a minute summation and full consideration of the sworn testimony 
of many practical fishermen, and from information also given by other persons who had 
been close observers of the habits of fish and fish life in the principal fishing areas in 
many of the districts of Ontario, comprising Lakes Ontario, Erie, Huron, Superior, St. 
Clair and Simcoe ; including also some of the larger bays and rivers, such as Georgian 
Bay, Long Point Bay, Bay of Quinte and the Toronto and Hamilton Bays, and Detroit 
River. 

An epitome of the testimony taken regarding the spawning seasons of fishes, is 
numerically given, from which the Commission founded its recommendations for these 
close seasons. This abstract will be found in detail on pages vi. vii., and viii., in the 
General Report, Part II., Division 2. In addition a synopsis of the evidence in detail 
is given, relating to the spawning times of fishes, from which the epitome was framed, 
giving the testimony of upwards of one hundred witnesses, with references to their 
names, and pages in the General Report, all of which will be found on pages xviii. to 
XXV., Division 4, Part II. of Report- 

The " Epitome " and " Synopsis " referred to herewith having been eliminated 
from the General Report, to give more ready comprehensions of the subjects in their 
review — than with the necessarily more lengthened perusal of the whole report 
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Appended hereto will be found a review ^f the several subjects treated upon in 
che General Report, in a condensed form, commencing with the subject of close seasons, 
with a summary of the evidence relating thereto. 

CLOSE SEASONS RECOMMENDED. 

The following code of regulations was recommended for adoption based upon the 
evidence obtained from the fishermen examined, as shown in the following epitome, 
and in the full minutes of evidence appended in this report : — 

STURGEON. 

Between the 15th of May and the 15th of July, both days inclusive. 

[ HERRING, WHITEFISH, CISOOES. 

Between the 1st November and 30th November, both days inclusive. 

SALMON-TROUT. 

Between the 15th of October and the 30th of November, both days inclusive. 

PICKEREL (doré.) 

Between the 1st of April and the 31st of May, both days inclusive. 

BLACK BASS. 

Between the 10th day of May and the 30th day of June, both days inclusive. 
Note. — This close season for bass is already established. 

SPECKLED-TROUT. 

Between the 15th day of September and the 31st day of March, both days in- 
clusive. 

MASKINONGÉ AND PIKE. 

Between the 1st day of April and the 15th day of June, both days inclusive. 

MUDCAT8, BULLPOUTS, CATFISH. 

Between the Ist day of May and the 3l8t day of August, both days inclusive. 
ABRIDGMENT OF EVIDENCE RELATING TO CLOSE SEASONS. 

CLOSE SEASONS — EVIDENCE OF. 

Based upon the general evidence contained in Parts I. and II. of the report certain 
close seasons for the several descriptions of fish were recommended as being well adapted 
for their protection at their spawning times. The conclusions were come to from the 
epitome of the evidence herewith, which gives numerical data in relation to the amount 
of evidence given in each case, as to the periods in which each of the species of fish 
named were engaged in their spawning operations. 

This epitome of the evidence regarding the periods in which the several kinds of 
fif^hes deposit their eggs, is here given to substantiate the suggestions which were oflFered 
for the adoption of certain close seasons, as asked for in the letter of instructions of 29th 
September, 1892. 

F 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ontario Fishery Commission. 

Clo8e Season for Sturgeon. 

Of the eleven witnesses who gave testimony with regard to sturgeon spawning, 
there were : — 

4 gave the period between the 15th June and 15th July. 
3 do to be in June alone. 

3 do do July do 

1 do do May do 

The Order in Council of 5th May, 1891, which was suspended for the time, estab- 
lished the close season for sturgeon between the 15th May and 15th July. 

If it be considered advisable to re-establish this Order in Council it would be 
correct for covering the spawning time of sturgeon. 

If on the other hand any change be considered necessary, then an Order in Coun- 
cil might be framed for the close season of sturgeon between the 1st of May and 15th 
of July. 

Close Season for Herring, 

Of the fifty witnesses who gave testimony with regard to the periods in which 
herrings spawn, the times are as follows : — 

42 gave the period for the month of November only. 
4 do November and December. 

1 do November and January. 

1 do November and February. 

1 do October and November. 

1 do during winter. 

The Order in Council of 22nd September, 1891, which was suspended for the time, 
established the close season for herrings between the 15th of October and 30th of 
November. The date of the 15th of October was then fixed to correspond with the 
close season for salmon-trout and whitefish established by Order in Council of 29th of 
September, 1891, it being considered advisable that the same period, 15th of October to 
30th November, should take in these three descriptions of the salmonoid family, whose 
characters and habits were very similar ; more especially as the one could not be fished 
for without taking some of the others. 

The herring are becoming a very valuable fish for domestic uses and commerce, 
and are therefore entitled to receive thorough protection at their spawning time, else 
their final extermination will sooner or later be reached in like manner as experience 
has shown the same result in other cases. 

The protection of the herring family will be found to be more far-reaching in its 
beneficial results than the mere application of such protection for the maintenance of 
the herring itself for domestic and commercial uses. The herring is the staple food for 
the sustenance of many other and larger kinds of fishes, which, if cut off or lessened, 
wiU materially affect the growth and condition of the salmon-trout, pickerel and other 
voracious species which invariably frequent the same waters as the herring. 

Under such circumstances it was recommended that the close season for herring 
should be established to cover its breeding time, which is so conclusively shown to be 
during the whole month of November by the evidence referred to, as well as by former 
recommendations from officials in the department. 

Close Season for Whitefish, 

Of the 104 witnesses who were examined and gave testimony in relation to the 
spawning times of whitefish, taken in the waters of Lake Erie at Port Dover, St. 
Thomas, Leamington and Detroit River ; and of Lake Huron at Samia, Goderich, 
Southampton ; and of the Georgian Bay, at Owen Sound, Meaford, Midland ; and of 
Lake Superior and north channel of Lake Huron, at Poi-t Arthur, Thessalon, Gore Bay, 

G 
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Killarney, Sault S te. Marie ; and of the Bay of Quinte, at Belleville, Napanee and Hay 
Bay, 

93 gave the spawning time to cover the month of November. 
7 do do parts of October and November. 

3 do do do November and December. 

1 do do to take place in October only. 

104 

The close season as at present established by Order in Council, for protecting white- 
fish at the spawning time, is from the 1st to the 30th November, both days inclusive. 

It will therefore appear from the mass of evidence given, and from former recom- 
mendations, that the month of November has been properly chosen for the close season 
for whitefish, and should be continued; with the further recommendation that the 
month of November should be set aside to include whitefish, herring and ciacoes. 

Close Season for Satmon-TrouL 

There were sixty-five persons who gave e\àdence as to the spawning times of 
salmon-trout, they were fishermen and dealers in fish hailing from the following fishing 
centres on Lakes Huron, Superior, Ontario, Simcoe and the Ceorgian Bay, namely : 
At Samia, Goderich, Southampton, Owen Sound, Meaford, Collingwood, Midland, 
Barrie, Hamilton, Toronto, Belleville, Napanee, Port Arthur, Thessalon, Gore Bay, 
Killamey, and Sault Ste. Marie. Of these sixty-five witnesses, the evidence was that 

31 gave the spawning time between 15 th and 31st October. 

26 do do 15th October and 10th November. 

7 do do for the month of November. 

1 do do for the month of September. 

65 

The Order in Council of 29th September, 1891, which was suspended for the time, 
established the close season for salmon-trout between the 15th October and 30th 
November, both days inclusive. 

The close season at present in force for salmon-trout under Consolidated Orders in 
Council for Ontario of 18th July, 1889, is between the 1st and 30th November, both 
days inclusive. 

This Order in Council is evidently incorrect and useless for the protection of salmon- 
trout at their spawning time, as is clearly shown by the evidence of the fijshermen 
themselves and by previous recommendations, that the actual spawning time of salmon- 
trout is almost whoUy from the 15th to the 31st of October, and in some cases running 
on till the 10th of November. 

From this it will appear that for many years past, and prior to the Order in 
Council of 18th July, 1894, there has been no proper close season whatever to cover the 
spawning time of the salmon-trout, which stands second to none other of the commercial 
fishes of the great lakes of Ontario ; and the fishermen have been killing this valuable 
fish indiscriminately at the very time when they were most busily eng^ed in laying 
their eggs ; and from this cause may be reasonably attributed the great falling off in the 
general catch of salmon-trout in localities where they were formerly very numerous. 

From the evidence as shown and the views above enunciated, it would appear to be 
wise to have the Order in Council of 29th September, 1891, now under suspension, 
re-established, making the close season for salmon- trout between the 15th October and 
30th November, both days inclusive, in order that this highly esteemed fish shall receive 
proper protection during the spawning time. 

H 
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Close Season for Fickerd. 

Of the thirty-five fishermen who gave testimony in relation to the spawning 
times of pickerel (" doré ") in many of the principal waters of Ontario, the following 
was the result : 

24 gave the spawning time to cover the month of April. 
7 do do May. 

4 ' do do April and May, 

35 

The present close season for pickerel {^* doré "), as established by Order in Council, 
is between the 15th of April and the 15th of May. 

This Order in Council does not take in a sufficiently early period, for pickerel com- 
mence their spawning operations, as stated by some of the evidence very correctly, 
** just as soon as the ice breaks up.'' In order then to meet this case, the close season 
should commence for pickerel ("doré") oil the 1st April and end on the 15th May. 

Close Season for Bass, 

The present close season, established May Idth, 1893, for the protection of bass at 
the spawning times, is between the 10th of May and 30th of June, both days inclusive. 
This appears to be the proper close time for these fish, and should so remain. 

Close Season /or Mvdcats, BuUpouts, Catfish, 

This hitherto somewhat despised fish has of late years come into great demand for 
the American markets, and the mudcat fisheries have in many localities reached con- 
siderable magnitude and commercial importance. 

This class of fishes have not hitherto received any consideration or protection 
during their spawning times. The general opinion given by those fishermen engaged in 
this description of fishing was, as shown by their evidence, that with the view to a 
maintenance of the mudcat industry a close season should be established for their protec- 
tion at their spawning time. The weight of evidence went to show that a close season for 
mudcats, or mudpouts, or bullheads, commonly called catfish (which are all one and the 
same fish) should be fixed between the 1st of May and the 31st of August in each year ; 
as during this period these fish are either nesting, laying their eggs, or guarding their 
broods of young ; and it was agreed by all fishermen engaged in the mudcat business 
that these fish at this time were unwholesome and unfit for human food. 

It is therefore recommended that the close season for mudcats be established by 
Order in Council between the 1st May and 31st August, both days inclusive. 

SUMMARY OF ALL EVIDENCE 

Given \j^ Witnesses showing the names and pages on which the testimony is given in 
full, relating to Close Seasons for spawning times of Fishes ; from which the 
Epitome was drawn, and the Draft regulations for Close Seasons recom- 
mended. 

Note. — IVie figures in parentheses denote the pages in Parts I. and II, of the General 
Report where the full testimony is recorded: 

SPAWNING SEASONS. 

This synopsis of the evidence given by the fishermen and others in relation to the 
spawning times of fishes is collected from the minutes of proceedings, taken in Novem- 
ber and December, 1892, also in October and November, 1893. 

I 
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PART L 

LAKE ERIE — PORT DOVER. 

W. H. Analey, — Whitefish, ripe in November; herring, 15th November to 15th 
December ; sturgeon June and July (p. 3, pt. I.) 

Framk Jackson, — Whitefish, 15th October to Ist December ; herring, June and 
February ; bass, between 1st and 15th June (p. 6, pt. I.) 

Captain E. S. Allen, — Whitefish, 1st to 10th November ; herring, later on ; bass in 
June ; pickerel in April (p. 11, pt. I.) 

W. F. Tibbits. — Herring spawn in winter, whitefish end of November, (p. 14, pt. I.) 

David Low, — Whitefish in November (p. 15, pt. I.) 

Jatnes Low, — Whitefish, 10th to 15th November (p. 16, pt. I.) 

ST. THOMAS. 

C. C. Bates, — Whitefish and herring in November (p. 17, pt. I.) 
William Cvtdney, — Whitefish and herring in November (p. 20, pt. I.) 
A, C, Brotvn, — Whitefish, latter part of November ; pickerel in April (p. 21, pt. I.) 
W. G, Emery, — Whitefish and herring spawn in November ; blue pickerel in April 

and May (p. 23, pt. I.) 

Daniel La/ng, — Whitefish, 10th November till ist December ; herring, end November 

till January ; pickerel in April (p. 25, pt. I.) 

William Backhouse, — Whitefish, end of November ; herring the same ; blue and 

yellow pickerel in March and April, according to season ; sturgeon spawn chiefly in 

July and June (p. 26, pt. I.) 

Henry Swan. — Whitefish latter part of October and in November ; herring the 

same; blue and yellow pickerel in April (p. 28, pt. I.) 

John Ellison. — Whitefish, 15th to 20th November; herring later, until January; 

pickerel spawn in April (p. 29, pt. I.) 

LEAMINGTON, ESSEX COAST. 

W. If. Black, — Whitefish and herring, 15th November ; pickerel March or April 
(p. 32, I.) 

W, D, Bates, — Whitefish and herring are in the height of spawning 25th Novem- 
ber ; bass 24th May to 15th June. (p. 34, pt. I.) 

Ira Loop, — Wliitefish, 20th November to Ist December ; herring same ; sturgeon 
20th June to 1st July ; bass same. (p. 36, pt. I.) 

Gilbert DeLaurier, — Whitefish commence 15th November; herring the same; 
sturgeon early in July ; pickerel end of March or early in April, (p. 47, pt. I.) 

William Grubb, — Whitefish 20th to 30th November ; herring the same. (p. 40, 

pt. I.) 

Philip DeLaurier. — Bass spawn 20th June through July. (p. 41, pt. I.) 
Henry Hébert. — Whitefish 18th November or earlier ; sturgeon in May. (p. 42, pt. I.) 
Henry Smith. — Black bass spawn 1st June through July. (p. 45, pt. I.) ' 
John DeLaurier. — Whitefish 18th to 26th November and before and after ; herring, 

Octber and November ; black bass 1st June ; pickerel in May ; sturgeon in June. 

(p. 47, pt. I.) 

DETROIT RIVER. 

Noah Jolie, — Whitefish, 15th November; some after, some before; herring later 
than whitefish ; sturgeon, in spring ; spawn mostly in June. (p. 51, pt. I.) 
Remi Laframboise. — Whitefish in November, (p. 54, pt. I.) 
Daniel Mélodie. — Whitefish, 12th to 20th November, (p. 57, pt. T.) 
J, W. Pos^. —Whitefish, 20th November. Herring 13th to 17th November, and 
on to December ; pickerel as soon as ice leaves ; maskinongë in spring ; sturgeon more 
freely in June and July. (p. 61, pt. I.) 

J 
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John A. Burton, — Whitefish 1st November ; herring later ; sturgeon latter part of 
July; pickerel done by 1st April, (p. 67, pt. I.) 

Joèeph Mdoche. — ^Whitefish commence to run up Detroit River 10th October ; spawn 
in November; herring spawn same time as wkitefish. (p. 69, pt. I.) 

Joseph Allen. — Whitefish, 10th November ; some before, greater part after. The 
bulk from 18th to 20th November; herring the latter part of November; sturgeon 
particularly in June. (p. 71, pt, I.) 

Chartes Gauthier, — Bulk of sturgeon spawn 15th June to 15th July; whitefish 
from Ist November; herring, later, (p. 74, pt. I.) 

LAKE HURON. 

Samia, 

Marquis A, Hitchcock — ^Pickerel, 15th April ; herring, ripe in November and Dec- 
ember; sturgeon in July. (p. 80, pt. I.) 

John Lang, — Salmon-trout in November, ripe latter part of October ; whitefish in 
November ; herring, October and November, spawned out in November, (p. 85, pt. I.) 

GODERICH. 

John Cragie, — Whitefijsh, 10th November ; salmon-trout, Ist November, (p. 89, 

pt. I.) 

James Clarke, — Salmon-trout, beginning of November, some earlier; big trout 15 th 
October; whitefish in November, (pp. 97 and 123, pt. I.) 

Capt, James Inkster, — Salmon-trout from September until November ; herring from 
15th November until 15th December, (p. 106, pt. I.) 

ff, W. BaU, — Herring, 1st November till December ; pickerel done by 15th May 
baas done by 15th Sune; salmon-trout ripe 27th October; whitefish ten days later, 
(p. 113,pt. I.) 

Malcolm McDonald, — ^Whitefish, 15th to 20th November ; salmon-trout, earlier, 
(p. 118, pt. I.) 

SOUTHAMPTON EVIDENCE. 

Donald McCavley, — Salmon-trout come in to spawn through October, and earlier, 
and later about 15th October ; and spawn to 8th or 10th November; whitefish spawn 
all through November, (p. 128, pt. I.) 

Malcolm McKenzie^ — Whitefish and salmon-trout spawn all through November, 
(p. 135, pt. I.) 

Daniel McCavlej/, — Salmon-trout in November ; whitefish later in November, 
(p. 143, pt. I.) 

Fifday McLennan, — Herring in latter part of October and November, (p. 1 47, pt. 1.) 

Dougal McAvley, — Salmon-trout, 10th November ; whitefish later in November, 
(p. 152, pt. I.) ' • 

GEORGIAN BAY. 

Owen Sound Evidence, 

Captain Dunn, — Salmon-trout latter part of October and in November ; white- 
fish later in November, (p. 161, pt. I.) 

James Telford, — Whitefish and salmon-trout spawn end of October, (p. 162, pt. 1.) 
Robert McKnight. — Whitefish throughout November, (p. 164, pt. I.) 
John McKenzie, — Salmon-trout, 15th September to 15th October, (p. 166, pt. I.) 
James Pilgrim, — Salmon-trout, ripest time 10th November ; whitefish, 20th No- 
vember to 1st December, (p. 166, pt. I.) 

Gilbert Peter Mcintosh, — Salmon-trout and whitefish spawn 10th November, the 
hottest time. (p. 172, pt. I.) 

E 



Digitized by 



Google 



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 10c*.) A. 1893 

Adam H, Stephen, — Salmon-trout, 28th October to 5th November ; whitefish, 20th 
November through December, (p. 176, pt. I.) 

John Nelson. — Salmon-trout, first run Ist October to 20th October (p. 178, pt. I.) 
John McCrae, — Salmon-trout, 20th to 25th October, (p. 186, pt. I.) 
Alexander McPhee. — Speckled-trout, some as early as September, (p. 267, pt. I.) 

BARRIE. 

John nines. — Salmon-trout ripest Ist October ; close season for salmon-trout and 
•whitefish should begin 1st October ; brook-trout, 1st September, (p. 276, pt. I.) 

MIDLAND EVIDENCE. 

Albert Hutchins. — Whitefish, heat of spawning 15th to 20th November, congregate 
about 20th October ; salmon-trout, end of October, (p. 227, pt. I.) 

Charles W, Phillips. — Catfish spawn in June ; close season should be 15th May to 
1st September ; maskmongé spawn a little later tlian pike ; bass, 15th June to 15th 
July ; pickerel in May ; salmon-trout, 1st to 15th November ; whitefish, same time, 
(p. 229, pt. I.) 

Samvsl Fraiser. — Salmon-trout, 15th October to 15th November ; bass in May and 
June, also maskinongé ; herring largely in November, about the same as whitefish, 
which spawn later than salmon-trout ; pickerel in April, as soon as the ice breaks up ; 
mud-pouts in June. (p. 231, pt. I.) 

J. A. Smith. — Salmon-trout, 15th to 20th October, on into November ; large black 
trout ripest 10th to 12th October; pot-guts about the same, but spawn in deeper water, 
not. on the shoals ; whitefish ripest 10th to 12th November ; a little later than salmon- 
trout and take longer to spawn ; herring in November ; bass in April and May and on 
into June, they guard their spawning beds and young in June and July ; pike and mas- 
kinongé, middle of April to middle of May. (p. 235, pt. I.) 

Frank Bonter. — Bull-heads in June; pickerel from 15th to end of April; pike 
earlier ; bass in June ; suckers and mullet early in spring up the rivers and streams, 
(p. 239, pt. I.) 

John Tates. — The male salmon-trout come on 18th to 20th October, females follow, 
25th October, the month of November would only cover ten days of their spawning 
time ; whitefish, 8th |to 9th November, done spawning 15th to 20th, they spawn very 
quickly ; black bass, 1st to 10th June, and watch their nests for two weeks, (p. 241, pt. I.) 

Captain Whartman. — Salmon-trout, 20th October to 5th November ; whitefish, 1st 
to 20th November, ripest 10th to 12th November, with variations of five days, accord- 
ing to locality ; herring spawn later ; pickerel, 20th to 25th April ; pike earlier ; bass 
in May and June, the bulk 15th June, and then watch their young fry ; mud-pouts in 
June, they also watch their young, (p. 244, pt. I.) 

William Hodgi'iu. — Salmon-trout ripest 25th October to 10th November; white- 
fish, JOth to 25th November, but both species spawn earlier and later; pickerel, April 
and May ; bass. May and June. (p. 247, pt. I.) 

W. W. Church. — Salmon-trout 20th to 30th October, some later; whitefish ten 
days later ; herring, 10th to 20th November ; same dates for Lake Ontario ; pickerel in 
Jjake Ontario from 25th April to 10th May ; bass in June ; pike in April ; maskinongé, 
10th May; catfish in June (p. 250, pt. I.) 

W. Gerow. — Salmon-trout in Lake Superior come in to spawn 10th September, and 
on south shore of the Georgian Bay, 19th October ; north shore about the same ; they 
remain about fifteen days and then leave the shore ; in Lake Superior they have done 
spawning by 20th October, and in the Georgian Bay about Ist November ; no spawning 
of any account is done by salmon-trout after 1st November. Whitefish come to the 
shore to spawn about 1st November in Georgian Bay, and remain ten to fifteen days, 
some spawn before, some after ; herring spawn in November ; black bass in June ; 
pickerel between 25th May and 1st June ; catfish in June. (p. 255, pt. I.) 

Joseph Cunning Jiam. — ^Whitefish gather on the shoals to spawn in November ; 
ripest 10th to 15th ; salmon-trout come in latter part of October and through Novem- 
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ber ; ripest about 1st November ; herring throughout November ; black bass in May 
and June ; pickerel in April and May. (p. 257, pt. I.) 

Archibald Campbell, — Salmon-trout begin to work towards the shore to spawn 25th 
October, ripest 1st November; best catch 15th November; whitefish come on 10th 
November ; they take less time to spawn than trout, and spawn principally between 
15th and 20th November ; ripest 10th to 15th, and then leave for deep water; herring 
spawn in November ; pickerel in early spring ; bass in May and June. fp. 259, pt. I.) 

LAKE ONTARIO. 

Hamilton Evidence, Burlington Bay, 

Daniel McGioyn — Herring spawn 18th to 27th November ; cisooes, 25th Decem- 
ber to 15th January; salmon-trout, middle of October to 30th November; whitefish 
about the same ; bass in May and June. (p. 203, pt. I.) 

William, Depew, — Herring spawn from 22nd November to 1st December, perhaps 
a little longer ; ciscoes, latter part of January and in February ; whitefish and salmon- 
trout spawn in November ; bass in June ; proper season for herring, 15th November to> 
1st December, (p. 308, pt. I.) 

Jonathan Corey, — Herring latter part of November, (p. 311, pt. I.) 

Frederick Corey, — Salmon-trout in October ; pickerel, March and April ; whitefish, 
20th November to 10th December; herring the same ; bass, 1st June ; cisooes, Decem- 
ber till April ; catfish, end of May and in June. (p. 320, pt. I.) 

PART IL 

BAY OF QUINTE, 

Da/niel BeUknap, — Says whitefish spawn from 1st to 15 November; bullheads in 
Jime and July ; bass also spawn in June. (p. 7, pt. II.) 

Peter Weese, — Whitefish come into the bay and spawn in November ; herring spawn 
about the end of November ; pickerel and mudpouts spawn in May ; pike and bass, 
spawn in June. (p. 7, pt. II.) 

Wesley Weese, — Whitefish spawn from 1st to 10th November; herring spawn 
later ; pike as soon as ice leaves ; pickerel in May ; mudpouts spawn in June. (p. 9, pt. II.) 

Robert McDonald, — ^Whitefish spawn freely 1st to 10th November ; herring come: 
in after whitefish. , (p. 12, pt 11.^ 

George McDonald, — Whitefish spawn 1st to 10th November, (p. 13, pt. II.) 

Samuel Geddes, — Whitefish spawn 1st to 10th November, (p. 13, pt. II.) 

NichoUts McDonald, — Whitefish spawn 1st to 10th November ; herring, should have 
no close season, (p. 17, pt. II.) 

David Gerow, — ^Whitefish spawn 1st to 10th November ; herring spawn after the 
whitefish ; pickerel as soon as ice leaves, (p. 17, pt. II.) 

William Black, — Whitefish spawn 10th November, some earlier, some later ; pick- 
erel spawn in May ; bass in June. (p. 22, pt. II.) 

Thomas McDonald,— Whiteûah spawn 1st to 30th November, (p. 26, pt. II.) 

James Pollard, — Whitefish come into the bay 1st October, and remain till 30th 
November, when done spawning ; herring come to spawn in November, (p. 32, pt. II.) 

Seth Benson, — Whitefish come up the bay, and leave about 15th November after 
spawning, (p. 37, pt. II.) 

Ndson Instant, — ^Whitefish and salmon-trout should not be caught going to or 
from their spawning grounds, (p. 40, pt. II.) 

Thos, Howard, — Whitefish should not be caught in spawning time ; the present 
close season (of November) is right, (p. 32, pt. II.) 

George lAndsay, — Mudcats spawn in June. (p. 42, pt. II.) 

Thomas Vanorder, — Whitefish spawn about 15th November, are done about 25th 
November ; salmon-trout the same ; pickerel as soon as ice leaves, (p. 45, pt. II.) 

M 
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Ifilo Parks. — Killing whitefish at spawning times has much to do with their re- 
duced numbers at present time. (p. 48, pt. II.) 

LAKE SUPERIOR. 

Port Arthur. 

W, C, Dobbie, — Salmon-trout spawn 15th October to 10th November; whitefish 
from 25th October to 10th November, (p. 50. pt. II.) 

John Moloney, — Salmon-trout, 20th September to 30th October ; whitefish from 
20th October to 20th November, (p. 55, pt. IL) 

Henry Servais, — Salmon-trout spawn 10th October to 31st October; sturgeon 
spawn in June ; herring in November, (p. 59, pt II.) 

E, iV. iTt^toZZ.— Salmon-trout spawn 15th to 30th October; whitefish from 20th 
October to 15th November, (p. 58,pt. II.) 

/. jR. Walker, — Whitefish spawn in November, (p. 73, pt. IL) 

LAKE HURON — NORTH CHANNEL. 

Thessalon, 

Thomas Strain. — ^Whitefish spawn 15 th November to 15th December ; salmon- 
trout spawn in October, (p. 77, pt. IL) 

Laurie King, — No close season wanted, (p. 78, pt. IL) 

Jamee B, Dobbie, — Whitefish spawn middle of November ; some earlier, some later ; 
salmon-trout middle of October, (p. 79, pt. 11.) 

John Sullivan. — ^Whitefish spawn about 15th November to 25th ; salmon-trout from 
15th to 30th October, (p. 80, pt. II.) 

David BeUefTose, — Whitefish spawn middle of November ; salmon-trout latter part 
of October, (p. 82, pt. II.) 

Stephen Fou/rehette. — Whitefish spawn from 1st to 15th November ; salmon-trout 
from Ist to 30th October, (p. 83, pt. II.) 

Abraham King, — There should be no close seasons, (p. 85, pt. IL) 

Gore Bay, 

Wm, W. If olden, — Whitefish spawn in November ; salmon-trout from 5th to 25th 
November ; sometimes in October, (p. 86, pt. II.) , 

Angtts Matiheumian, — No close season required, (p. 87, part 2.) 

John Lapoinle. — Whitefish always spawn in November; salmon-trout from 15th 
to 30th October, (p. 89, part IL) 

James Purvis. — Whitefish spawn from 10th to 28th November ; salmon-trout end 
of October and beginning of November, (p. 90, pt. IL) 

James Noble, — Whitefish spawn in November ; salmon-trout spawn earlier, (p. 92, 
pt IL) 

KiUa/mey 

Thomas Boynion. — Whitefish spawn 8th to 20th November ; salmon-trout from 
25th October to 15th November; pickerel from 15th April to 15th May; herring in 
November ; bass spawn in June. (p. 94, pt. II.) 

Ned /WrcAeaw.-v- Whitefish, month of November ; salmon-trout spawn earlier, 
(p. 95, pt II.) 

James Noble, — Whitefish spawn in November ; salmon-trout from 15th October to 
20th November ; herring in November, (p. 97, pt II.) 

Nelson Harman, — ^Whitefish spawn from 11th to 25th November should be the 
whole of November) ; salmon-trout from 15th October till November ; pickerel 15th 
April, (p. 100, pt IL) 
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George Larouche, — Whitefish spawn 17th to 20th November; some earlier, some 
later; saJmon-trout, 15tk to 20th October; pickerel from April to June. Herring 
should be protected, (p. 104, pt. II.) 

Joêeph Rocqvs. — Whitefish spawn early in November ; salmon-trout about a week 
earlier; pickerel spawn in April ; bass spawn in June ; herring spawn same as white- 
fish, (p. 105, pt. II.) 

Adolphtbs Martin. — Whitefish spawn about 5th November; salmon-trout about 
two weeks earlier; pickerel from 25th April to May. (p. 107, pt. II.) ' 

8AULT STE. MARIE. 

NeUon Couture, — ^Whitefish spawn from 1st to 15th November, some earlier, some 
later ; salmon-trout from 20th October to 10th November ; pickerel spawn about 15th 
April to 15th May. (p. 110, pt. IL) 

William KimbalL — ^Whitefish spawn 10th to 20th November ; some earlier, some 
later; salmon-trout, 15th to 25th October; some earlier, some later ; herring spawn in 
November, (p. 112, pt. II.) 

Joseph GatUey. — Whitefish spawn from 5th to 20th December ; some spawn 20th 
to 30th November; salmon-trout and whitefish close season should be from 15th 
November to 1st January, (p. 114, pt. II.) 

Atifftts McLeod, — Salmon-trout spawn 1st to 30th November; whitefish, same, 
(p. 117,pt. II.) 

James GarraU. — Whitefish spawn 20th November; some earlier, some later; 
salmon-trout, somewhat earlier, (p. 116, pt. II.) 

William McLeod, — Salmon-trout in September and October, (p. 121, pt. 11.) 

Thomas U. Rethanay, — Whitefish spawn end of October and in November ; salmon- 
trout begin to spawn 15th October, (p. 112, pt. II.) ' 

James Gatdey, — ^Whitefiish begin to spawn 25th November and on till 10th 
December ; salmon-trout, some begin 25th October and end 5th November, (p. 124, 
pt. II.) 

Michael Neville, — Whitefish are ripe from 25th November to 20th December; 
salmon-trout are ripe 25th September, (p. 125, pt II.) 

Frank Scott, — Whitefish come to spawn 18th November till 12th December; 
salmon-trout begin 5th October, and last three weeks, (p. 126, pt. II.) 

James GlanviUe — ^Whitefish spawn all through November; salmon-trout from 
15th to 3lBt October ; pickerel spawn 1st May. (p. 127, pt II.) 

Peter Calgiosgie (Indian), — ^Whitefish spown whole of November; salmon-trout 
begin 15th October and on till 15th November, (p. 129, pt. II.) 



MESHES OF GILL-NETS. 

Another matter referred to the Commission was to inquire into the sizes of the 
meshes of gill-nets, <fec. 

On this subject a large amount of testimony was obtained from fishermen and 
other persons interested.^ It ii^as found that a diversity of opinion existed amongst 
fishermen ; but where an independent and intelligent disposition was shown by persons 
who were desirous of maintaining, the fisheries and uphc^ing the fishing industry in 
which they were engaged, it was admitted that the meshes of gill and other nets were 
too small and had resulted in the destruction of vast numbers of undersized and im- 
mature fish. Evidence was given (p. 172, Part I. of Report) that the reducing of the 
size of the gill-net mesh under the " Fisheries Act '' from 5 inches to 4^ and 4 inches, had 
resulted most disastrously to the salmon-trout and whitefish fisheries in the lakes. By 
the use of this reduced-^ized mesh, the standard of the fish had become lowered in the 
markets, both as regarding quality and price. In addition to this there was an evident 
falling off (p. 233, Part I.) in the quantities to be taken from the catch of former years. 
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The conclusion arriyed at by the Commission regarding the mesh of gill-nets was as 
is shown in the Report, Fart II., page xxxi. in division 8 — ^which is repeated here for 
more ready reference in this Review — as follows : — 

" Further evidence had been obtained from practical fishermen and fish dealers 
relating to 4^inch extension mesh used in gill-nets for capturing white fish and salmon- 
trout. This evidence may be condensed as follows : — 

" Should the present 4^inch mesh be enlarged in size, a number of fishermen will 
be somewhat afifected by it^ in consequence of not being permitted to catch the smaller, 
undersized and immature fish : and on the other hand unless the 4^-inch mesh is con- 
demned and the 5-Lnch mesh re-established as the regular minimum size, whitejish and 
salmon-trout toiU in a few years become extincty and the public will he deprived of that 
valuable fish food'* , 

The arguments in favour of re-establishing the former 5-inch mesh limit are very 
strong, if the consideration be in the line of conserving the salmon-trout and whitefish 
fisheries of the great lakes. i 

It will be observed that a large number of fishermen, when giving their testimony, 
stated that, since the lowering of the size of the gill-net mesh to 4^ from 5 inches, a I 

marked falling off had been experienced in the size of the fish which were put on the ! 

market, and it was also held by many that the quantity and quality of the fish had also i 

been lowered — ^from the fact of such great numbers of small, undersized and immature 
fish which had been taken in these reduced meshes. ' 

These smaller sized fish being more tender and delicate in their nature than the | 

larger and more matured ones, do not stand the packing and shipping process nearly , 

so well ; the result of which is that the smaller fish have to pass as number 2, with a ' 

consequent reduced price in the market I 

Not only does the fisherman experience this direct loss in the value of the fish he | 

captures, but he is also by the use of this small mesh, catching and destrojdng very 
great numbers of undersized trout, and whitefish which are immature, and therefore 
non-pioductive for the maintenance of their species ; whereas by the use of the 5-inch < 

mesh many thousands of these smaller fish would, by getting another year's growth^ 
attain the necessary size, and reach maturity for laying m,%Uions upon maillions of eggs, 
by which the fisheries would be husbanded in a very much greater degree than can 
possibly be the case from the use of this 4j^inch mesh, which thé fishermen themselves 
say *' has brought down the quality, quantity and size of the fish now taken, as com- 
pared with former years." 

The following condensed testimony of witnesses, with their names, and pages, is 
given in support of re-establishing the ô-inch mesh ior giU-nets ior trovl and whitefish. 

SUMMARY OF THE EVIDENCE. 

As to the number of fishermen using and recommending the size of meshes in gill-nets 
is as follows : — 

For the 4^inch mesh 48 used or recommended it ; for the 4f-inch mesh 22 used or 
recommended it ; for the 5-inch mesh 34 used or recommended it ; for the 5^inch mesh 
18 used or recommended it ; for the 6-inch mesh 17 used or recommended it; for the 
7-inch mesh 3 used or recommended it. 

The following were some of the remarks made by some of the substantial fisher- 
men : — 

"Now use 4j-inch mesh, formerly 4f-inch ; 5 to 5^ for fall fishing." (p. 96, pt. I.) 
" Last two years used 4i-inch, before that 5-inch and 4|-inch." (p. 106, pt. I.) 
"The 5 inch mesh should be the standard for whitefish and trout." (p. 163, pt. I.) 
" The 4^inch mesh is too small, 5-inch should be adopted — ^the 4^inch has reduced 
the quantity and quality of fish, it catdbes too many small immature fish." (p. 172, pt. I.) 
" Never uses less than 4f-inch mesh." 

" There should be a uniform mesh of not less than 5 inches." (p. 178, pt. I.) 
" The reduction of mesh from 5 inches to 4^ was not beneficial to the fishery 
because it took fish before they were mature. " (p. 209, pt. I.) 
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*' Do not like the small mesh, uses 6-in€h mesh ; the 4 and 4|-mch mesh is in- 
jurious to fishermen and fish dealers, and destroys too many small fish before matur- 
ity." (p. 227, pt. I.) 

^^ There should not be less than 5-inch mesh, the decline is caused by too small 
meshes." (p. 230, pt. I.) 

" The regulation mesh should not be less than 5-inch ; the falling off is caused by 
too small meshes." fp. 233, pt. I.) 

"The size -of the mesh for salmon-trout and whitefish should be 5^ to 6 inches.'* 
(p. 236, pt. I.) 

''The 4^inch mesh takes too many small fish, should be 5 to 5}." (p. 241, pt. I.) 

" Uses 4i to 6-inch mesh, the 6-inch mesh pays best." (p. 257, pt. I.) 

'< Uses 4|-inch mesh for small fishing, and 6-inch for fall fishing." (p. 259, pt. I.) 

" The 4^inch mesh is used, but it should be 5-inch, a less size will take immature 
fish, both trout and whitefish ; less than 5 inches takes a great many No. 2 fish, which 
sells for half the price of No. 1 fish." (p. 261, part I.) 

" A 5-inch mesh should be used to keep up the fishing, under that will kill im> 
mature fish." (p. 262, pt. I.) 

" Quantities of small fish are brought to the market caught with too smaU meshes 
in nets." (p. 290, pt. I.) 

" The 4^inch mesh is too small, it catches half grown fish before they are mature; 
4| or 5-inch is right size mesh." (p. 293, pt. I.) 

" The mesh should be nothing less than 5 inches, the 4^inch meshes catches too 
small fish to be marketable." (p. 298, pt. I.) 

** The mesh is too small, many small fish come from Lake Superior fishermen, 
(p. 316, part I.) 

*' The mesh was reduced from 5 inches to 4^ and now takes the smaller fish. (p. 97, 

pt II.) 

" Fishes a large 5-inch mesh for trout in the fall, and a 4^-inch mesh for smaller 
fish." (v. 124, pt. II.) 

"The fish have fallen off in size ; used a 4|-inch mesh formerly, now uses 4^inch 
mesh. (p. 126, pt II.) 

" In former years used 5-inch meshes, since using the 4^inch mesh, catch more 
fish but smaller ones ; the fish have greatly fallen off." (p. 126, pt. II.) 

CONDENSED EVIDENCE REGARDING SIZE OF MESH IN GILL-NETS. 

Jff, E, Ansley, Port Dover. — Says fishes 3 J and 4-inch mesh herrings, (p. 3, pt. I.) 
W. D, Bates, Rondeau. — Says uses 3-inch mesh in giU-nets; catch whitefish 1^ 

pounds, and herring, (p. 34, pt. .1) 

C. W, GaiUhier, Windsor. — Uses 5 to 5^inch mesh for salmon-trout ; 4J to 5-inch 

mesh for whitefish. (p. 74, pt. I.) 

Samia, 
John Laing, Port Huron, uses 4f and 5-inch and 5^inch mesh for trout (p. 85, * 

ptii.) 

Goderich, 

Capt. John Craigie, Goderich. — Uses 41-inch mesh, for whitefish and salmon-trout ; 
2^-inch mesh for herring; a l^inch whitefish would go through 4^ mesh. (p. 89, pt. I.) 

Jamnes Clark, Goderich — Uses now 4^inch mesh, formerly used 5 and 5 J-inch mesh 
in September and October — trout and whitefish. (p. 97, pt. I.) 

- Gill-nets, Goderich. 

James Inskster, Goderich. — Last year'or two used 4^-inch mesh before that time used 
5 and 4| for salmon-trout and whitefish ; fish 2 pounds and under will pass through 4f 
mesh ; use 2|, 2f mesh for herring, (p. 106, pt. I.) 

Q 
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W, W. Ball, Goderich. — Says 5 and 5| mesh is used for whitefish and trout, 
(p. 113, pt. I.) 

Malcdni McDonald, Goderich — Uses 4 J mesh for salmon-trout and whitefish ; 1^ 
inch fish will pass through this. (p. 118, pt. I.) 

Donald McAubay, Southampton, — 4^ to 5-inch mesh in summer for 2 pound fish ; 
5J to 6-inch mesh in the fall, for 2 pound fish ; trout and whitefish. (p. 128, pt. I.) 

Malcolm McKenzie, Southampton. — Uses 4| to 5-inch mesh in summer for 3-inch 
fish ; 5| to 6-inch mesh in fall for 7-inch fish ; trout and whitefish. (p. 135, pt. I.) 

Daniel McAvlay, Southampton. — Uses 4^ to 5-inch mesh in summer ; 5^ to 6-inch 
mesh in fall or larger fish, salmon-trout and whitefish. (p. 143, pt. I.) 

Fifday McLennan, Southampton. — Uses 4j to 5-inch mesh for trout and whitefish. 
(p. 147, part I.) 

Dougal McAulay, Southampton. — Uses 4^inch mesh summer fish ; 5^ to 6-inch 
mesh, fall fish, breeding fish, trout and whitefish. (p. 152, pt. I.) 

« 

Otoen Sou/nd, 

Donald McDonald, Owen Sound. — Uses 4J and 4J-inch ; summer catch, 2 J to 5^ 
inch ; the fall, 2|-inch ; trout and whitefish. 

Edward Dunn^ Owen Sound. — 5-inch should be standard for whitefish and trout, 
(p. 161, pt. I.) 

John McKenzie, Owen Sound. — Uses 5-inch mesh. (p. 166, pt. 1.) 

Metiford, 

James Pilgrim, Meaford. — Fishes salmon-trout and whitefish. Uses 4^inch mesh 
in summer ; uses 5|-inch mesh in fall. A fish 1^ pounds and under will get through 
4^inch mesh. (p. 167, pt. I.) 

G. P, Mcintosh, Meaford. — Fishes for salmon-trout and whitefiish. Uses 41-inch 
mesh for summer fishing ; 5^ to &|-inch mesh for fall. A 5-inch mesh should be adopted 
all round. A 4^-inch mesh means reducing the quality and quantity of fish. (p. 172, 
pt.I.) 

John Nelson, Meaford. — 4^inch mesh for salmon-trout and whitefish in summer ; 
5( to 5-inch mesh in the fall. (p. 178, pt. I.) 

John McCrae, Meaford. — Never use less than 4f-inch mesh. A two pound fish and 
under might go through this. A two pound fish would not be mature ; trout and white- 
fish, (p. 186, pt. I.) 

Adam H. Stephen, Meaford. — 5-inch mesh should be the uniform mesh for trout 
and whitefish. (p. 177, pt. I.) 

Collingtaood. 

George Knight, Colling wood. — Uses 4^ to 5-inch mesh, summer, and 5 and 5^inch 
mesh in autumn ; trout and whitefish* (p. 195, pt. I.) 

Norman Saunders, Collingwood. — A 4J and 5-inch mesh is about right. The 5^- 
inch mesh is used at spawning time of trout and whitefish. (p. 292, pt I.) 

Wm, A, Clark, C5)llingwood. — 4J-inch mesh is now used, formerly it was 5-inch 
mesh. This reduction was a great mistake, because the 4^inch mesh takes immature 
and too small fish, carloads of young fish are thrown away. (p. 209, pt. I.) 

Capt, McGregor, Collingwood. — 4^ to 5-inch mesh are used, some 5j^ inches ; trout 
and whitefish. (p. 221, pt I.) 

Midland. 

Albert Hutchins, Midland. — Uses 4f to 4f-inch meshes for gill-nets ; small mesh 
nets are injurious to fishermen, they destroy too many small fish. Trout and whitefish. 
(p. 227, pt. I.) 

Chas. W. PhillipSy Midland. — A 5-inch mesh no less should be used, a smaller 
mesh will ruin the fishery, (p. 230, pt. I.) 

R 
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Samuel FrcLser, Midland. — 4| to 5-iach meshes used ; too small meshes cause the 
falling ofif in fishing, (p. 231, pt. I.) 

James A, Smithy Midland. — 5^ to 6-inch should be the right sized mesh for trout 
and whitefish. (p. 236, pt. Ï.) 

John Yates, Midland, fisherman. — Uses 4^ mesh and take too small fish, 4f mesh is 
a proper size, 5^ should be used in the fall. (p. 241 pt. I.) 

Capt. S, Whartman, Midland. — Uses 4J to 5-inch in summer, 5^ to 6 in fall ; big 
trout and whitefish. (p. 244, pt. I.) 

Wm, J. Hodgins, Midland. — ^Uses 4 J to 4J-inch mesh in summer, 5J to 6-inch in 
the fall for big trout and whitefish. (p. 247, pt. I.) 

W, W. Churchy Midland. — Uses 4^inch mesh for trout and whitefish. (p. 250, pt. I.) 

Charles Hill, Midland. — The mes^ used is 6 inches, for trout and whitefish. (p. 
254, pt. I.) 

William Gerow, Midland. — Uses 4f-inch mesh, for trout and whitefish ; a 2 pound 
trout and under will pass through this mesh. (p. 255. pt. I.) 

Joseph Cunninghairiy Midland. — Uses 4^ to 6-inch mesh at same time— the 6-inch 
mesh pays best — ^uses the 6-inch mesh in October for big trout and whitefish. (p. 
257, pt. I.) 

Archibald Campbdly'Midi&nd. — Uses 4f-inch mesh for small fishing, also 6-inch 
mesh in fall fishing ; mature trout and whitefiish. (p. 259, pt. I.) 

Thus. H. Elliotty Sault St. Marie. — 4^inch mesh is used, but the mesh should not 
be less than 5 inches, for less size will take in mature trout and whitefish ; less than 
5-inch mesh will catch No. 2 fish which sell for only half the price of No. 1. (p. 261, 

pt. I.) 

Wm, Montgomery^ Toronto. — Uses 2\ and 2|-inch mesh for ciscoes, also 3 and 3 
'inchs later on in summer, (p. 281, pt. 1.) 

Hector McDonald^ Toronto. — ^Uses 2^ and 2$-inch meshes in gill-nets for ciscoes 
and herrings, (p. 286, pt. I.) , 

Michael Doyle, Toronto.— Small meshes have ruined this class of fish for our mar- 
kets ; whitefish the size of herring are caught and sold — fish unfit for market, (p. 
287, pt. I.) 

I). W. Post, Toronto. — 4}-inch mesh is too small, it takes half grown; 4{ not yet 
mature, this is for trout and whitefish ; or 5-inch mesh is the right one to be used ; 3 
inch mesh should be used for herring and ciscoes. (p. 292, pt. I.) 

Horatio L Bray, Toronto. — A 5-inch mesh should be used ; 44 is too small, and 
very small fish which are unsaleable ; 3-inch mesh for herring ; nothing less ; herring 
and ciscoes are unsaleable ; many are thrown away, being caught with too small meshes 
they are unmarketable, (p. 297, pt. I.) 

Hamilton, 

Donid McOuinn, Hamilton. — 5-inch for whitefish ; 7-inGh for trout, (p. 30a, pt. I.) 
William Depew, Hamilton. — 5-inch ; also used 6 and 7 for trout and whitefish. 

(p. 308, pt. I.) 

Jonathan Carey, Hamilton. — Uses 2J mesh for herring and cisooes. (p. 312, pt. I.) 
John Davis, Hamilton, fish-dealer. — ^Meshes are altogether too small ; all fish are 

getting down small ; the mesh is too small ; ^Ib. trout and whitefish are sent here from 

the upper lakes, (p. 316, pt. I.) 

Frederick Carey, Hamilton. — Uses 5^ and 6-inch mesh for trout and whitefish ; 2| 

for herring and ciscoe*; these fish have fallen off very much, (p. 320, pt. I.) 

Bay of Quinte. 

Thomas Hawa/rd, Belleville. — Uses 4J mesh for whitefish. (p. 42, pt. II.) 
James Pollard, Napanee. — Uses 4^inch mesh for whitefish and pickerel ; 3|-inch 
for herring, (p. 32, pt. II.) 

James Sharpe, Napanee. — Uses 3f and 4 J mesh for pike and pickerel, (p. 35, pt. 1.) 
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Ndêon Instant, Amherst Island. — Use 4^ mesh for whitefish ; 7-inch for salmon, 
(p. 40, pt. II.) 

Tho8. Howard^ Bath. — Uses 4^-inch mesh for whitefish. (p. 44, pt. IT.) 
Tliomas Vanarder, Napanee. — Uses 4J and 6 J-inch for whitefish and pickerel. 

Port Arthur. 

W, C. Dobbiej Port Arthur. — Uses 4^ to 5-iiich mesh for smaller fish ; 5 to 6-inch 
mesh in the fall for full-growh trout and whitefish. (P. 50, pt. II.) 

John Moloney, Port Arthur. — Uses 4| mesh for gill-nets, trout and whitefish. 
(p. 55, pt. II.) 

Hemry Servais, Port Arthur. — Uses 4 J mesh ; 4J and 5 in December ; 6-inch mesh,, 
fall fishing ; trout and whitefish. (p. 59, pt. II.) 

J, J. NutaU, Port Arthur. — Uses 4f gill-nets ; trout and whitefish. (p. 68, pt. II.) 

Tluyinoê Stoain, Thessalon. — Uses 4J, 4| mesh for whitefish, trout and pickerel, 
(p. 77, pt. II.) 

Laurie King, Thessalon. — Uses 4| and 5-inch mesh ; 4 J is too small, (p. 77, pt. II.) 

Stephen Fourchette^ Thessalon. — Uses 4^ 4f inch gill-nets ; trout and whitefish. 
(p. 83, pt. II.) 

James Noble, Gore Bay. — Uses 4^-inch mesh ; gill-nets ; trout and whitefish. (p. 92, 

pt. II.) 

Thomas Boy ton, Killamey. — Uses 4^-inch gill-nets in summer ; 5-inch gill-nets in 
fall 'y mature trout and whitefish. (p. 94, pt. II.) 

Jaraes Noble, Killamey. — A 5-inch mesh is not so profitable ; 4j^inch mesh will take 
more small fish. (p. 97, pt. II.) 

George La/roudie, Killamey. — Uses 4§, 4J- and 5-inch in gill-nets ; trout and white- 
fish, (p. 104, pt. II.) 

Joseph Rocque, Killamey. — Uses 4^inch mesh ; if 5-inch mesh, requires two years^ 
notice, (p. 105, pt. II.) 

Adolphus Martin, Killamey. — Uses 4|-inch mesh ; two years should be granted, 
(p. 107, pt. II.) 

Wm, Kimball, Sault Ste. Marie. — Uses 4J-inch mesh ; 4|-inch would be fair ; 5-inclL 
mesh a little too big. (p. 112, pt. II.) 

Joseph Gatdey, Sault Ste. Marie. — Uses 4^inch mesh and nets ; trout and white- 
fish, (p. 114, pt. II.) 

Angus McLeod, Sault Ste. Marie. — Uses 4^-inch and 4f-inch mesh in his nets ; 
trout and whitefish. (p. 117, pt. II.) 

Jamss Garratt, Sault Ste. Marie. — Used 5-inch mesh in Lake Huron ; fish smaller 
here ; trout and whitefish. (p. 118, pt. II.) 

Wm, McLeod, Sault Ste. Marie. — Uses 4|-inch mesh, just as good as 4^inch ;. 
5-inch mesh a little too large, (p. 121, pt. II.) 

T, H, Nethanay, Sault Ste. Marie. — Uses 4|-inch mesh ; all right if adhered to. 
^p. 122, pt. II.) 

James Gaidey, Sault Ste. Marie. — Uses 4^ and 4|-inch mesh for whitefish and 
small bass. (p. 124, pt. II.) 

Michael Neville, Sault Ste. Marie. — ^Uses 4^-inch mesh ; fish &llen off in size and 
numbers, (p. 125, pt. II.) 

Frank Scott, Sault Ste. Marie. — Used 5-inch mesh formerly ; now use 4^ inch sa 
it will catch smaller fish; fish are decreasing, (p. 126, pt II.) 

Jolm SuUivan, Thessalon. — Uses 4^-inch mesh in gill-nets. (p. 80, pt. II.) 

MESHES FOR POUND-NETS. 

No special reference was made in the instructions to the Commission to investigate 
pound-net matters. The commissioners, however, in making their general inquiries^ 
obtained evidence regarding pound-nets and their meshes. 

T* 
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It was found that the pouad-net mesh in use in Lake Erie was very small indeed, 
being used in the capture of whitefish, herring and blue pickerel, the two last named 
fishes are very numerous in that lake, as compared with whitefish ; the whitefish by over- 
fishing at improper times had become so greatly reduced as to have induced the fisher- 
men to use a smaller mesh to catch herring and pickerel, the result of which has been 
that small and immature whitefish have been largely taken, many of which, according 
to the evidence, had been toasted, buried an sliore, or othenoise destroyed, as they were 
undersized and unmarketable fish. 

The difficulty now arises as to which of these fish — the whitefish, or herring and 
blue pickerel, are to be protected by department regulations as regards size of meshes 
in the pots of pound-nets. 

In former years the whitefish were considered the great staple fish in Lake Erie, as 
they were the most valuable for all purposes both in the local and American markets. 

By the use of these small meshed pound-nets killing such great numbers of small 
immature fish ; and the almost general fishing in November the spawning month for 
whitefish, these fish once so very numerous in Lake Erie had become so diminished in 
niunbers as to turn the general attention of the fishermen almost wholly to capturing 
the herring and blue pickerel. This has brought about a common saying with fisher- 
teen, and fish dealers that *' Lake Erie is not now a whitefish lake, it has become a 
herring and pickerel lake '' and he must therefore reduce the size of his mesh in pound- 
nets to catch these fish. Whilst the former mesh took the full-sized herring and blue 
pickerel of f and 1 pound, it also took the young immature whitefish. Thus it will be 
seen that the combined desires of the fishermen to take whitefish, herring and blue 
pickerel in the same mesh in the pound-net formerly, has resulted in changing Lake 
Erie, as the fishermen themselves say, " from a whitefish fishery into a herring and 
blue pickerel fishery." And now with the same grasping propensity to take every fish, 
irrespective of size, these fishermen seek to use a still further reduced mesh in their 
pound-nets, in order to increase their catch and numbers, by capturing the smaller and 
immature herring and pickerel. The result of which will be in the end to make Lake 
Erie neither a whitefish Jis fiery, nor a herring and bltie pickerel fishery. 

Should the authorities, now knowing and sadly experiencing the fate of the white- 
fish fishery in Lake Erie, allow the avaricious fishermen, with the unpatriotic influences 
so largely advanced in his favour, to destroy the herring and blue pickerel fibsheries in 
Lake Erie, it will make void for the public generally, a national source of food, by 
unnecessarily granting privileges to an almost infinitesimally small bo4y of fishermen 
as compared with the rest of the population, and the result will be for the inhabitants 
disastrous. 

With a close perusal of the appended summary of evidence obtained relating to 
the meshes in pound-nets in Lake Erie, it will be found, that of the twenty-eight wit- 
nesses who gave testimony regarding the meshes of pound-nets. In Lake Erie, eight of 
them used 3-inch meshes, and sixteen used 2-inch meshes in the pots of the pound-nets : 
— Of the sixteen using 2-inch meshes, thirteen of them state as follows about tne 2-inch 
mesh : — 

1. " Very destructive to small immature fish." (p. 6 to 8, pt. I.) 

2. "Catch some small fish mostly herring, some whitefish." (p. 26, pt. I.) 

3. " Half a pound is the average of fish caught." (p. 17, pt. I.) 

4. " Lifted considerable number of immature fish, buried half a ton at a time.*' 
(p. 21, pt. I.) 

5. " Have buried not more than half a ton small fish in a season^ (p. 21, pt. I.) 

6. " Only less than a quarter pound fish can get through." (p. 29, pt. I.) 

7. "Took great number of immature herring and whitefish." (p. 25. pt. I.) 

8. " Catch small whitefish, herring and bass, only four and five inches long?^ 
(p. 32, pt. I.) 

9. " Catch immature whitefish." (p. 44, pt. I.) 

10. " Has seen small fish thrown away and buried in June and July." (p. 36, pt. I.) 

11. " Has heard repeatedly that large quantities of siiwll fish are throivn away" 
(p. 38, pt. I.) 

U 
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12. " Catch small herring and bass, six and seven inches long, they are cast over- 
board." (p. 68, pt. I.) 

13. "Have known ttvo and three tons of small fiêh taken out of nets — majority 
buried." (p. 8, pt. I.) 

LAKES HURON AND SUPERIOR. 

The following is said in evidence regarding pound-net meshes in Lakes Huron and 
Superior:— 

14. "Uses 2 f -inch mesh in pots for pickerel, whitefish, trout and herring. This 
will let half pound whitefish through. One pound salmon-trout may get through.'' 
(p. 85, pt. I.) 

15. "The 4-inch mesh should be used in pots." (p. 113, pt. I.) 

16. " The mesh of pots in pound-nets should be the same as gill-nets." (p. 1 61, pt. I.) 

17. " The 4J to 4|-inch mesh is the right one in pots of pound-nets." (p. 207; pt. I.) 

18. "Should be 4^-inch mesh in the pots of pound-nets, the 2^ to 2f-inch mesh 
will catch a great number of small immature whitefish and salmon-trout*" (p. 263, pt. I,) 

19. "A 5-inch mesh should be used in pound-nets, it will take the large fish and let 
" the small ones out." (p. 298, pt. I.) 

20. " Uses 4-inch mesh in pots of pound-nets." (p. 77, pt. II.) 

21. " Uses 4-inch mesh in pots of pound-nets." (p. 79, pt* II.) 

22. "Uses 4-inch mesh in pots of pound-nets." (p. 80, pt. IL) 

23. "Uses 4-inch mesh in pots of pound nets." (p. 82, pt. II.) 

24. " Uses 4-inch mesh in pots of pound-nets." (p. 83, pt. II.) 
' 25. "A 4-inch mesh in pots should be ussd." (p. 92, pt. ii.) 

26. "The 4-inch mesh in pots of pound-nets is right." (p. 97, pt. II.) 

27. "Uses 4-inch mesh in pound-nets." (p. 104, pt. II.) 

28. "Uses 4-inch mesh for pots for trout and whitefish.' (p. 127, pt. ii.) 
Regarding the size of meshes in pound-net pots in use in Lakes Huron and Superior 

the general size admitted to be in use by the fishermen was much larger than in Lake 
Erie. In summing up the evidence : 

The testimony was that 16 used 4-inch mesh. 

The testimony was <hat 3 used 4J-inch mesh. 

The testimony was that 2 used 4|-inch mesh. 

Some of the testimony was that the 4^ or 4f-inch mesh was the right size mesh for 
the pots of pound-nets. 

As matters stand at present in the department, there is no Order in Council to 
regulate pound-nets, or the meshes to be used in them. There was a circular however, 
issued on January 9th, 1894, stating that the meshes in the pots of pound-nets, shall 
be from 2 to 2| inches " extension measure." This could only take effect from January 
1894 ; whereas all the evidence regarding meshes in pound-nets referred to in these 
pages is in relation to pound-nets previous to 1894, when the regulation mesh for 
the pound-net was 4 inches and 4i inches. 

From the destructive character of the 2 and 2J-inch mesh in pound-nets as shown 
by the testimony of the fishermen using them, it would appear almost imperative for 
the department to establish by an Order in Council, some proper mesh that would stop 
the evident destruction of small and immature fish now going on, by the use of the 2 
or 2 1 -inch mesh which is permitted by some misconception under the circular of Janu- 
ary, 1894. 

The testimony abbreviated from the minute in the general report of the Ontario 
Commission, giving the names and places is hereto appended, in so far as relates to the 
pound-net question. 
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POUND-NETS. 

CONDENSED EVIDENCE REGARDING SIZE OF MESH IN POUND-NETS. 

Lake Erie^ 

Frank Jackson, Port Dover. — Says the 2-inch mesh in pound-nets has heen very 
destructive to small immature fish, a 3-inch mesh should be the proper size ; have seen 
tons weight of these small fish caught and thrown away. (p. 6, pt. I.) 

Janies Law, Port Dover. — Says 3-inch should be the mesh for herring, (p. 16, pt. I.) 

George F, Alla/n^ Port Dover. — Says a 3-inch mesh for gill-nets for herring." (p. 9, 
pt. I.) 

Captain J. S, Allan, Port Dover. — Says a 2-inch mesh in nets for herring, (p. 1 1, pt. I.) 

Crosby Morgan, Port Dover. — Says a 2-inch mesh in pound-nets and 3-inch in 
gill nets. (p. 12, pt. I.) 

W, F, Tibbetts, Port Dover. — Says use 2-inch mesh in pots — a 3-inch mesh would 
do very well, it would let out the litde fish and keep the big fish in. (p. 14, pt. I. 

William Ba^khotise, Durham. — Says he uses 2-inch mesh in pot of pound-net ; 
catches some small fish, mostly herring, some whitefish. (p. 26, pt. I.) 

B, E. Ansley, Port Dover. — Fishes 2 and 3-inch mesh in pots of pound-nets. (p. 3, 

pt. I.) 

William Emery, Port Burwell. — Says he uses 2-inch mesh in pots — lifted consider- 
able numbers of immature fish — have buried half a ton at a time. (p. 23, pt. I.) 

C. C. Bates, Clear Creek. — Says he uses 2-inch mesh in pots ; ^inch is the average 
size of fish caught, (p. 17, pt, I.) 

A, C. Brown, Port Stanley. — Says he used a 2-inch mesh in pots — have buried 
not more than a ^-ton a season of small fish. (p. 21, pt. I.) 

Captain John Ellisori, Port Stanley. — Says he uses 2-i4ich mesh in pot — only less 
than ^-inch fish will pass through, (p. 29. pt. I.) 

Daniel Lang, Aldboro'. — Says he uses 2-inch mesh in pots — some years ago took 
great numbers of immature herring and whitefish. (p. 25, pt. I.) 

W, H, Black, Kings ville. — Says he uses 2-inch mesh in pots — catches small white- 
fish, herring, pickerel and bass that is 4 and 5 inches long. (p. 32, pt. I.) 

W. D. Bates, Rondeau. — Uses 2-inch mesh in pots; catches whitefish 1^ lbs. ; this 
size is an immature fish ; we get no fish under 6 inches in length ; under that pass 
through, (p. 34, p, I.) 

Wm. Grubb, Pt. Pelee. — Says 2J-inch in pots should be the smallest mesh. 

Ira Loup, Kingsville. — Says use 2-inch mesh in pots ; has seen small fish thrown 
away and buried in June and July. (p. 36, pt. I.) 

Gilbert Delaurier, Leamington. — Says uses 2 inch in pots; have repeatedly heard 
that large quantities of small fish being thrown fway as useless, (p. 38, pt, I.) 

John Delaurier, Windsor. — Size of mesh in pots, 2 J inches ; a ^-Ib. whitefish and 
herring may pass through, (p. 46, pt. I.) 

J. W. Post, Leamington. — Says uses 2-inch mesh in pots and 2|. 

John A. Benton, Kent, County. — Uses 2-inch mesh in pots ; catches small herring 
and bass, 6 or 7 inches long and puts them overboard, (p. 67, pt. I.) 

C. ir. Gauthier, Windsor. — Uses 2 to 2J-inch mesh in pots. (p. 74, pt. I.) 

John Laing. Port Huron. — Catches pickerel, whitefish, trout, herring, sturgeon 
use 2| mesh in pots of pound-nets this mesh will let whitefish of J lb.. through ; salmon- 
trout of 1 lb. and under will get through, (p. 85, pt. I.) 

W. W, Ball, Goderich. — Says a 4-inch mesh should be used in pots. (p. 113, pt. I 

Edtvard Dunn, Owen Sound. — The mesh of pound-nets should be pretty much the 
same ar gill-nets. (p. 161, pt. I.) 

W, A, Clark, Collingwood. — 4^ to* 4| mesh is right for pots of pound nets. (p. 207, 
pt.L) 

Thos, H. Elliott, Sault Ste. Marie. — 2J to 3f mesh are used ; should be 4J in the 
pots at least : the present 2^ to 3| will catch a great number of small immature fish, 
(p. 263, pt. L) 
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Toronto, 

Horatio J. Bray, Toronto. — 5-inch should be used in pound-nets ; the large fish 
would be taken, the smaller would escape. (P. 298, pt. I.) 

Port Arthur. 

Joh/n Moloney, Port Arthur. — Uses Scinch mesh in pots in Lake Superior, (p. 55, 

pt. II.) 

J, J, Nutall, Port Arthur. — Uses 3f and 4-inch in pots. (p. 68, pt. II.) 

Tho8, Swain, Thessalon. — Uses 4-inch mesh in pots of pound-nets. (p. 77, pt. II.) 

Laurie King, Thessalon. — Four inch mesh in pots is large enough, (p. 78, pt. II.) 

t/bw. B. Dobbie, Thessalon. — Uses 4-inch mesh in pots. (ip. 79, pt. II.) 

John Sullivan, Thessalon. — Uses 4-inch mesh in pots. (p. 80. pt. TI.) 

David Bellerose, Thessalon. — Uses 4>inch mesh in pots of pound-nets. (p. 82, pt. II.) 

StepJien Fowrchette, Thessalon. — Uses 4-inch mesh in pound-nets. (p. 83, pt. II) 

W. S. Holden, Gore Bay. — Uuses 4-inch mesh in pots (4J too large, (p. 86, p. II.) 

Jhnies Noble, Grore Bay. — Four-inch in pots in pound-nets should be adopted. 

(p. 92, pt. II.) 

James Noble, Killamey. — Four-inch mesh for pots in pound-nets is right, (p. 97, 

pt. II.) 

George Larou^he, KiUaney, — Uses 4-inch mesh in pots. (p. 104, pt. II.) 

Nelson Couture, Sault Ste. Maria — Uses 4-inch mesh in pots (a 2-inch trout and 

whitefish will escape, (p. 110, pt. II.) 

Joseph GatUey, Sault Ste. Marie. — Uses 4-inch in pots in pound-nets. (p. 114, pt. II.) 
James GlanvUle, Sault Ste. Marie. — Uses 4-inch mesh in pots for whitefiâi and 

trout, (p. 127, pt. I.) 

PROPOSED R£SEBVATI0K8,F0R THE NATURAL BREEDING OF FISH, AND FOR ANGLING 

PURPOSES ALSO. 

The Commissioners were called upon also to consider the propriety of reserving 
grounds for angling and spawning purposes in the Oeorgian Bay. Their views are sub- 
mitted as follows : — 

Reference being made in the body of the report for the reservation of* spawning 
grounds in certain localities, the following limits for that purpose were suggested : — 
They are somewhat extensive in their limits, the area will take in the narrower parts of 
the east and north shores of the Georgian Bay and North Channel, which are studded 
with countless small islands, forming innumerable small bays and inlets, to which nearly 
all the various species of fishes indigenous to the waters of the Georgian Bay go for 
spawning purposes. It may, and no doubt will, be considered by many a somewhat 
drastic measure, particularly by those who have been continuously using all kinds of 
fishing engines of an illegal character, and killing fish in season and out of season within 
these limits. Amongst these numerous groups of islands every facility is afforded for 
illicit fishing on the most extended scale, and whilst net fishing of any description is 
permitted under the regulations amongst these islands, it wiU be almost an impossibility 
to stop the poaching now so extensively carried on. But if these limits are wholly set 
apart as a reservation for spawning grounds of fishes of the various kinds which frequent 
these naturally adapted places for their reproduction, and net fishing prohibited therein, 
no pretext could be set forth by any one found fishing, or in possession of fish or fishing 
gear within these limits, that because he had formerly obtained a license to fish in the 
Georgian Bay waters he might also be entitled to fish in these natural spawning grounds 
as now proposed to be reserved. 

The proposed reserved limits are as follows : Commencing on the shore of Matche- 
dash Bay at the south-eastern extremity of Georgian Bay, thence in a north-westerly 
line, taking in the easterly shore of the bay with all the islands up to Black Bell Island ; 
thence easterly to Point aux Barille ; thence north-westerly in a straight line to the 
north side of the main Bustard Islands ; thence easterly in a straight line to Fox Island ; 
thence in a straight line to Killamey — and from Killarney across Fraseras Bay to Point 
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Mary on Cloche Island ; thenoe following the north shore of Cloche Island to its extreme 
north-western points ; thence in a straight line to the south-eastern extremity of Aird's 
Island ; thence following the north shores of Aird's Island and John's Island to the 
most westerly point of John's Island ; thence in a straight line to Bassett Island ; thence 
to Sandford Island ; thence to the east end and along the north shore of Hennepin 
Island to its western point ; thence in a line to the extreme end of Thessalon Point. 
All the waters, bays, inlets and islands east and north of the above described lines and 
limits, and reaching to the main land, are hereby recommended to be reserved from any 
description of fishing whatever, except for angling purposes only with rod and line, or 
trolling, provided that such means of fishing by angling only, shall not be allowed durihg 
the periods which are now or may be 'hereafter set aside as close seasons for the protec- 
tion of all or any of the kinds of fish frequenting the waters within these limits proposed 
to be reserved. 

A reservation for Lake Huron to commence at the south end of French Bay below 
Sable "River, on the east shore of Lake Huron thence north in a straight line up the 
line to Greenough Point, taking in all the waters and Islands between the said line and 
the mainland. 

On this subject very little information could be obtained from the witnesses 
examined. Suggestions were however given by Captain Dunn and others from which 
by examining the map or chart of the east and north shores of the Georgian Bay and 
North Channel thereof, it will be found that the whole of this coast is studded with 
innumerable islands which form immense numbers of bays, inlets, channels and intricate 
passages ; all of these are the resort of various kinds of fishes for breeding purposes ; 
and the feeding grounds also of the young of many of the more important commercial 
species. These latter kinds when matured roam throughout the water of the Georgian 
Bay and Lake Huron for feeding purposes when away from their spawning grounds. 

The reservation of the limits which have been described wUl cover a very large 
area of the breeding grounds of the fish which inhabit the Georgian Bay and North 
Channel thereof. Within this limit it has been suggested that net fishing of every 
description, as well as the use of spears or any other fishing gear, except angling with 
rod and line, shall be^rholly prohibited. Within this limit angling shall only be 
allowed under licenses to be first obtained from the Department of Marine and Fisheries 
on the payment of a fee for each rod or troll, with a discrimination in the amount of 
the fee as between the British subject and the foreigner. 

INJURY TO THE FISHERIES FROM THE EXPORTATION OF SAW-LOGS. 

The Commissioners in making their investigations learned that much damage 
resulted to the fisheries and fishermen from the towing of saw-logs. E\Hldence was 
therefore taken, and a summary of it is here given.» 

SYNOPSIS OP EVIDENCE GIVEN THEREON. 

James B, Dobie, of Thessalon, said : There is a serious obstacle to the fisheries here 
from the rafting of saw-logs across the bay ; another injury is the loading of vessels 
along the shore with pulp wood for the United States ; they dump the refuse stufi* in 
the water, which pollutes the bottom and drives away the fish and destroys the fishing 
nets. This is done by American vessels coming here for cargoes of pulp wood ; this is 
extensively done all along the shores at the mouths of rivers ; this is a general complaint 
of fishermen as seriously affecting their nets ; the pulp wood is mostly spruce in the 
rough state. It is shipped to Detroit ; it is also rafted in some cases, (p. 79, pt. II.) 

David Bellerose, ot Thessalon, said : When I fished gill-nets, I lost out of seventy- 
five nets thirty-nine from bark and fibre which clung to them in such a manner that I 
had to throw them away. This bark and fibre comes from the pine logs which are towed 
across the bay ; they are towed in large rafts or booms, and when rolling about in these 
booms by the action of the water, the bark and fibre is rubbed of and settles upon the nets 
and ruins them. This stuff also spoils the breeding and feeding grounds of the fish. It 



Digitized by 



Google 



5G Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. lOc*. ) A. 1893 

ought to be stopped in the interests of the fishermen. This great loss has only been felt 
by fishermen since the logs and pulp wood have been taken across the bay to the United 
States free. If it is continued our fishermen will be ruined, (p. 82, pt. II.) 

Steplien Fourchette^ of Thessalon, said : Have fished for thirty years ; the saw-log 
towing is not injurious here ; there was a fishing ground in Massasagua Straits that was 
actually ruined, it was at one time a first-class ground ; I went to fish there this year, 
but got no fish ; the fishing ground was covered with bark which drove the fish away ; 
these logs came from the north shore rivers and are towed to Bay City in the Untied 
States, I have seen rafts half a mile long by a quarter mile wide, some eighty acres, 
principally pine logs ; the bark and fibre are rubbed ofif by the rolling of the logs together 
when being towed, this falls upon the nets and ruins them, so they cannot be fished 
again ; these rafts are sometimes anchored on the fishing grounds for three and four 
days, during this time they are constantly rolling together, rubbing oflF the bark and 
fibre wood which sinks to the bottom, folding the fishing grounds and making the nets 
useless, (p. 83, pt. II.) 

Abraham King, of Thessalon, a fisherman of thirty years, said : A great injury is 
felt by fishermen and much damage done to the fisheries by the rafting and floating 
of saw-logs across the bays and lake ; I have seen twelve sets of gill-nets destroyed 
by the bark and other stuff which comes off the great tows of logs going to Bay City, 
in Michigan, from the Spanish and other rivers on the north channel. The logs are 
got out on the north shore, floated down the rivers, and then boomed together and 
towed by steam tugs over to Bay City and other American ports. These tows or 
booms in some cases will cover a space of five or ten acres and more. These logs keep 
constantly rolling together by the action of the water which rubs off the bark and fibre 
and stringy parts, it floats about for a while and then sinks and collects on the nets, 
tangling them and turning them, the nets cannot be fished or cleaned again, and are 
thrown away. It should be the duty of the Government to have the export of saw. 
logs in rafts across the fishing grounds stopped. If the Americans want the logs they 
should be compelled to take them across our fishing grounds in tugs or steamboats, and 
not float them in rafts or booms. If this is not done another great injury will fall upon 
the fisherman and add further to the destruction of the fisherie?. (p. 85, pt. II.) 

William W. Holden, of Grore Bay, fished for ten years, said : — The export and 
towing of saw logs is becoming most injurious to the fisheries ; the fill-net fishermen 
complain most as their nets are injured by the bark and fibre wood ; these logs are 
towed across the bay in booms by tugs. They travel slowly from one to two miles an 
hour; these rafts are very large, some three and four millions of feet. (p. 86, pt. II.) 

Angus Matthetvman, of Gore Bay, a fisherman for twenty-five years, said : — There 
is great injury done to the fisheries and fishermen from the bark, and fibre wood from 
the saw logs which are towed across the bays ; these logs came from Whitefish, Spanish, 
and Serpent rivers, and are taken to the American side to Bay City, Saginaw and 
other places ; they are towed during*the whole season in rafts from ten to fifteen acres 
each, principally pine logs ; when towing these logs roll about and rub off the bark, and 
the fibre next to the bark, these settle to the bottom, get into the nets and destroy 
them. It hurts the gill-nets most ; whitefish will not stay where this bark and dirty 
stuff is. It is destructive to the fisheries in every way ; the rafts travel slowly from 
one and a half to two miles an hour, during hecui winds they have to turn back and 
take shelter, they are still grinding off the bark all the while ; I have experienced this 
injury at Saginaw Bay, in the United States, and it is the general opinion of fishermen, 
there as well as here, that this log rafting business will ruin the fisheries completely if 
it is allowed by the authorities to be continued, (p. 89, pt. II.) 

John Lapoint^, of Spanish River, has fished for twenty-five years, said : — Whitefish 
and salmon-trout are much scarcer than they were ten years ago; in 1882 I took lOd 
tons with six nets ; 40 tons would be a large catch now, as by the same number of nets ; 
this falling off has been caused in part by too much fishing. The bark from saw-logs 
has done great harm. (p. 89, pt. II.) 

Jambes Purvis, of Gore Bay, fished all his life, about twenty-four years, said : — ^We 
find the saw-log business very injurious to the fisheries from the bark and soft wood 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ontario Fishery Commission. 

which is rubbed oflF in towing the logs to the American ports : these rafts are very large^ 
covering sometimes ten acres and more ; the constant rolling caused by the action of 
the water, rubs these logs together and grinds off the bark and soft wood which fall to 
the bottom, when the currents and winds drive this stuff into the nets making them 
worthless. This is a great evil to the fisheries ; this bark from, the logs does not work 
up on the shore, (p. 90, pt. II.) 

James Noble, of Cook's mills, fisherman and fish dealer, twelve years, said : — This 
year whitefish are scarcer by reason of the bark and stuff from the saw-log rafts and 
booms which seem to drive them away. This stuff also effects the nets and prevents 
their catching fish as well. The meshes get clogged up with this refuse, and fish won't 
enter them as freely as they otherwise would ; it is next to impossible to get this stuff 
off the meshes of the nets, it is actual ruination to the gill-nets. This stuff comes from 
the saw-logs when being towed across the bay ; the constant rolling together rubs off 
the bark and fibre and causes the damage to the nets ; these rafts are very numerous, 
the logs come from different rivers on the North Shore, they are put together in large 
booms and towed by tugs. They go slowly, they are all sizes, they may be a quarter to 
half a mile in length and nearly the same in width ; they are taken to Bay City, 
United States, this is done since the duty has been taken off logs ; it is causing rapid 
destruction to the fisheries here and is also keeping thousands of men out of employ- 
ment in working in the mills as they are now nearly all closed up ; if this is allowed to 
continue the whitefish fishery will be destroyed very soon. (p. 92, pt. II,) 

Edward FourcJieaUy of Little Current, fisherman for ten years : Whitefish and 
salmon-trout have fallen off during my fishing operations ; it is caused by the changed 
state of the water, and from the effects of towing saw logs, and pine refuse from mills ; 
the saw-dust has done a great deal of harm, but laterally saw-logs are doing a very 
great injury. In towing them across the bay in rafts they roll about from the action 
of the water and the outer and the inner bark is ground off when it becomes water- 
soaked and settles to the bottom and catches upon the meshes of the nets, and when 
the winds blow it is also stirred about and is washed into the nets ; this, besides de- 
stroying the nets, also drives the fish away ; some nets become perfectly useless ; a 
great many have to be thrown away, the corks and leads are the only parts of the net 
that can be saved ; this damage is general in the north channel ; these saw-log rafts 
will take two tugs to tow them, and are so large as to cover fifty and one hundred acres 
of the surface of the bay ; they have to remain some time on account of head winds ; all 
this time the grinding of the bark and soft parts is going on, this stuff gets water soaked 
it won't float to shore, but sinks and becomes distributed all over the bottom, and is 
driven into the meshes of the nets ; this damage to the fisheries was not. felt in former 
years nor before this saw-log towing took place. The taking off the duty off saw-logs 
has largely interfered with labour about here, most of the saw-mills are closed up, and 
the saw-logs are towed over to the United States. If the duty was put again on the 
logs, more saw-mills would be built here to cut up the logs in our own country ; Ameri- 
can tugs and labour take saw-log rafts across to the United States, (p. 95, pt. II.) 

Janies Noble, of Killarney, engaged in fishing and dealing in fish for seventeen 
years, said : — If this excessive fishing goes on, and this new calamity from the saw-log 
business is not stopped the fishing industries in the Georgian Bay and north channel 
cannot last long; unless some strong measures are brought to bear to protect the fish- 
eries, the formerly great fisheries in this section of the province must be soon done 
away. The way to remedy these diflSculties from the saw-log question is to put an ex- 
port duty on the logs, this would stop the great outlet of logs from this section into 
the United States ; this would also give employment to thousands of Canadian hands, 
and open up again the saw mills, which are now shut up ; and also stop the great evil 
to our fisheries which come from the refuse matter off the saw-logs in their transport 
in rafts to the United States ; these rafts cover fifteen and twenty acres, taking two 
large steam tugs to tow them, they go very slowly, only from one to two miles an hour. 
The logs are continually grinding together, rubbing off the outside and inside bark, 
which sinks to the bottom, getting on the nets and destroying both the nets and the 
feeding and breeding grounds of our bay fisheries, (p. 97, pt. II.) 
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NeUon Harman^ of Collingwood, fishing off and on for twenty years, said : — Fish- 
ing is greatly injured from the rafting of saw-logs in such great numbers which are now 
towed across the lake to the United States. This injury is caused by the outside and 
Inside bark ground off the logs which forms a sort of stringy substance which 
settles upon the nets and clogs up the meshes^ making the nete useless. Nothing 
will clear this stuff off the nets except pushing off the particles with your fingers ; 
this causes so much expense and time as to make it better to throw the nets away 
And get new ones ; this rafting is very great, they are towed by tugs, covering 4, 5 and 
more acres. Their motion in the water works off the outer and inner bark which settles 
to the bottom, and besides injuring the nets it also destroys the fishing grounds by 
•driving the fish away ; this log difficulty has been noticed by me some years, but only 
these in small spots caused by the local towing of logs for home work, of some saw-mills, 
but since the duty has been taken off logs, this evil has grown to great magnitude and 
threatens the fishing industry most seriously ; the rafts are generally towed by two large 
tugs, which are owned by Americans. The nets would last about two years before this 
bark difficulty came up, but now the whole net will only last one year with this stuff. 
The rafting of these saw-logs across to the United States employs hardly any Canadian 
hands. The United States dealers bring their men and tugs with them ; if these logs 
were sawn in our own mills in our own country a large number of Canadian workmen 
would be employed. As it is, these mills are shut up and this labour to our people is 
lost ; many of our former mill hands now follow these logs to the United States to work 
in the mills there. 

George Larouche^ of Little Current, fisherman for seven years, said : — The towing 
-of saw-logs is destructive to the nets and the fishery, but this did not occur in Mudge 
Bay, it is felt in the North Channel and in Greorgian Bay ; the bark and the rind next 
to the bark is ground off by the rolling and rubbing of the logs together when towing. 
This stuff falls to the bottom and catches on the meshes of the nets, it is most injurious ; 
these rafts cover surface area of as much as ten acres at a time; since this 
injury to the fishery by saw-logs has taken place, I do not know where the fish have 
been driven to, it is certainly a great injury to the fishermen. The rafting of logs did 
not exist here some time ago, it Is only since the duty was taken off logs. (p. 104, pt. II.) 

Joseph Rocqvs, a fisherman of 14 years' experience, said : — The present rafting and 
towing of saw-logs, which easts off the bark and rubbish, has had the tendency to injure 
and reduce the catch of fish and to destroy the nets ; I have had my nets destroyed by 
the bark and soft woods inside, which is rubbed off these logs when being towed ; some 
of these rafts are about three-quarters of a mile long, some of them when boomed will 
<20ver 3 or 4 acres. Before this rafting commenced the nets were not injured, but now 
the nets become useless and are destroyed for fishing purposes ; if this rafting goes on 
the fisheries will become almost ruined. The feeding as well as the breeding ground of 
the fish are most seriously injured by this stuff, (p. 105, pt. II.) 

Adolphv^ MoiTtin, fishing in Georgian Bay and at Killarney for 6 years, said : — 
"Whitefish and salmon-trout have fallen off at the present to what they were in former 
years caused by the injury derived from saw-logs being towed over the lake covering 
the spawning ground with bark, and the small wood next the bark which is ground off 
by the rolling of the logs together while being towed by American tugs ; these logs 
come from all parts of the Georgian Bay and are towed to the American side ; the bark 
and stuff ground off settles on the feeding and breeding grounds of the fish, and col- 
lects on the nets ; this drivQs the fish away and starves them of their feeding places, so 
that they cannot be caught here as they used to be. I lost seven pieces of net last 
season with this stuff getting fastened to the meshes and making the nets useless. I 
lost 300 yards of net, other fishermen lost nets in the same way ; the rafts are quite 
numerous and very large, sometimes covering five acres sqaure, at other times J to 1 mile 
long ; they are towed by tugs about 2 miles an hour. They are sometimes delayed by 
winds and shelter in bay or behind islands ; all this time the rubbing and grinding is 
going on, and the bark and soft parts setele to the bottom, it won't drift on shore, it 
gets water soaked and sinks ; this rafting has been going on for past 6 years, but more 
largely of late ; this was not done much before the duty was taken off saw-logs ; this 
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sending the logs to the United States does great harm to the working people, as the- 
saw-mill owners have shut down, that stopping a great trade here ; the Government 
should take early steps to stop this evil which is doing so much harm to the fisheries 
and the fishermen, and to the inhabitants generally ; this is the general opinion amongst 
all fishermen and the public on the North Shore, (p. 107, pt. II.) 

NeUon Goutv/re, of Spanish River, a fisherman for 22 years, said : — Whitefish are 
more scarce than they were : the water has become dirty and their feeding grounds are 
injured from the bark and fibre wood ground off the logs that are rafted across the bay ; 
these rafts will cover 10, 15 and 20 acres of water; they are towed about 1 mile an 
hour, all this time the logs work and rub together grinding off the bark, and sappy 
wood parts in great quantities which settles to the bottom-spoiling the feeding ground 
of the fish, and lodging in the meshes of the nets, destroying them. This log rafting 
has been going on for some 5 years, and is increasing every year very largely, and 
destroying the nets of a great number of fishermen ; these logs come down all the rivers 
and are rafted and towed across to the United States, (p. 110, pt. II.) 

James GlanvUle, of Sault Ste. Marie, fisherman for years, said : — Bark and the soft 
wood on the logs which has been found to be very plentiful in the .water, since the 
exportation of saw-logs has taken place, is injurious ; this stuff rubs off by the 
motion of the logs while being towed across the bay to the United States. The rafts 
are very large and great damage is done to the meshes of the nets ; it is much more 
injurious to gill-nets than pound-nets ; if these logs are allowed to be towed over our 
waters this difficulty will increase, and the prospects for the fisheries in the future will 
not be very encouraging to the fishermen, (p. 127, pt II.) 

P. SiUlivan arid SonSj of Spanish Station, write as follows : — In regard to the 
number of rafts which left here this summer of 1893, there was two hundred and ten 
million logs came down the Spanish River ; out of that there were about 30,000,000 
manufactured in this district, and there are still on hand about 20,000,000 rafted up in 
store-booms, to leave here the first thing in the spring; that leaves 160,000,000 which 
were rafted and towed to the other side (United States) this season ; as near as can be 
ascertained these logs left here in about 40 or 45 rafts and would cover from 20 to 25 
square miles of water. 

The above facts have been ascertained respecting the number of logs passing 
between Spanish River and the Georgian Bay. There are eight different streams and 
each one is used for the towing of logs ; the ]^rench River, I am told, passed even 
more logs than the Spanish, and my opinion is that the bottom of the whole lake from 
Georgian Bay to Missasagua is teeming with bark ; it is 18 miles across to the Mani- 
toulin, and rafts pass in three different directions, so that the bark is spread every way ; 
this bark in the course of time forms into a kind of slime, and fish will not stay on that 
ground; there were five boats fishing from here four years ago, since then they have left 
as fish got so scarce, and in a very short time I believe there will be no fish at all. 

On September 26 " lastj I had 36 pieces of nets utterly destroyed by this bark, 
each piece of net was 180 yards long (in all 6,480 yards) and was loaded so heavily with 
bark as to break the web ; I had also six other pieces similaly loaded with bark the last 
week in October. I am sending a sample of net as we took it out in October." 



DEPLETION OF THE FISHERIES IN THE WATERS OF ONTARIO. 

The general tendency of the testimony given by the fishermen themselves, and the 
information obtained from all other sources, clearly and unmistakably goes to show 
that rapid decline of the better classes of fishes is being experienced in all of the 
former extensive fisheries in the lakes ; and in some localities almost an extermination 
of the former prosperous commercial traffic in the fishing industries of the country has 
been already reached. The causes of this decline were so evident and so convincing to 
the minds of the Commissioners from the investigations made by them that they em- 
bodied their views in the concluding paragraphs of their report as follows : — 
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CONCLUSION BY COMMISSIONERS. 

While various explanations are given from various sources to account for the depletion 
of the fisheries, your Commissioners can arrive at no other conclusion than that the prime 
causes for it are (1) Fishing in the spawning seasons, and while fish are congregating for 
that purpose, going to and returning from the shores, bars, bays, reefs and rivers which are 
their breeding haunts ; (2) The great destruction of immature fish in pound and gill- 
nets and seines ; (3) The waste of great quantities of fish in the use of unlimited lengths 
of gill-nets ; (4) The use of too small meshes in all nets ; (5) The great deposits of 
refuse matter from saw-mills, and from the towage of immense rafts of saw-logs across 
the fishing grounds into the United States. These causes, each or combined, are in 
direct violation of nature's laws in not giving to all fish full freedom to replenish the 
waters at their spawning times, and killing them before reaching maturity for repro- 
ductive purposes. 

Respectfully submitted, 

SAMUEL WILMOT, 

Chairman of tlve Commission, 
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REPORT 



OF 



MR. SAMUEL WILMOT and MR. EDWARD HARRIS, 

Fishery Comrûissioners 

Appointed by the Dominion Government to inquire into and report upon the description 
of nets usedf the spawning periods of fishy and other matters connected with the 
Fisheries in the various lakes and other waters in the province of Ontario, 

To the Honourable Chas. H. Tuppbr, 

Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 
Ottawa. 

Sir, — Tour Commissioners, duly appointed to examine into the particulars con- 
nected with the working of the fisheries of the province of Ontario, beg to submit 
their first report, which will cover the more important fisheries in Lakes Erie, 
Huron, Simcoe and the Georgian Bay. 

The work of the Commission, after taking a large amount of evidence from 
fishermen, fish-dealers and others, all engaged more or less in the fishing industries 
of the country, necessarily closed their work temporarily, in December last, with the 
view, however, of entering into the investigations again during the season of 1893 in 
order to obtain information in relation to the fisheries connected with the other 
great lakes and waters of Ontario. 

With two or three exceptions all the evidence submitted was taken under oath. 
Facts in sufficient number were obtained to enable an opinion to be formed of the 
present condition of the fisheiîes in several of the great lakes in Ontario. 

Experienced fishermen and others having a special knowledge of the subjects 
upon which they gave evidence, were called as witnesses. They proved to be in- 
telligent and well acquainted with their calling. A full report of the evidence as 
taken by the stenographers is annexed, and a synopsis of that evidence has been 
prepared for convenient reference. 

1.— INTEE-STATE FISHERY CONVENTION. 

By permission your Commissioners attended the International Fisheries Con- 
ference held at Detroit in the latter pai-t of December, 1892. The opinion of repre- 
sentative Americans, practical and experienced in the fisheries, are submitted, con. 
densed from the report of the proceedings of the conference, comprising six states 
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of the Union which front apon our great lakes, each claiming water frontage and 
fisheries. 

The resolution approving a close season during the month of November for 
whitefish, salmon-trout and herring was adopted unanimously by the various state 
commissioners at this conference. 

A strong opinion was expressed that the licensing system of Canada should be 
adopted in the various state fisheries. 

Other resolutions of an important character, tending to preserve the fisheries, 
were agreed to, all of which will be found in the condensed report of the proceedings. 

No sentiment expressed at the conference appeared to meet with a more unani- 
mous approval than, " That the fisheries were held by the States and Canada in trust 
for the people to see that they and their descendants had for all time to come a supply 
of fish ; that the country is not to be deprived of this fish food, from improvident 
action at the present time." 

These states will ask for legislation to confirm the recommendations of the con- 
ference. In Canada an order in council is efi:ective. The adoption of the " recom- 
mendations " in Canada would be the best evidence of approval of the work of the 
conference. 

It was recognized that Canada had been in the advance in endeavouring to 
preserve the fisheries of the great lakes. 

In difficult cases, no argument is more effective than examples, the impression 
is more quick and penetrating than that of words; the possibility and advantages 
of performance are made clear. The example of Canada in the past, in adopting 
close seasons and wise regulations, has not been without good efi'ect in the United 
States. The future of the fisheries of the great lakes will always be largely 
influenced by the adoption of any well considered regulations by the Canadian 
Government. 

2.— FISH IN UNIVERSAL DEMAND. 

Before commenting upon the evidence the importance to the people of main- 
taining the fisheries cannot be better expressed than in the words of the eminent 
phyhician, Sir Heniy Thompson. His lecture, given during the " International 
Fisheries Exhibition, London, 1883," will be found in the fisheries exhibition 
literature " Conference." 

*^ For a large and increasing class of the community who are emphatically 
brain workers fish furnishes an appropriate food. When we reflect that the 
tendency of civilization here and elsewhere is slowly but surely to develop mental 
activity and to dispense with laborious handicraft requiring a strong meat diet, 
this fish food which has hitherto for the most part been an agreeable appendage to 
the daily table of a few, ought, I think, to be more generally recognized as 
peculiarly adapted to the wants of a very large, influential and increasing part of 
our population. 

^* For the sedentary man, whatever his calling may be in life, whose engagements 
permit him only to take just what moderate amount of muscular exercise which is 
in all circumstances essential to health ; for a great proportion of women whose 
habits mostly are not and often cannot be active, the nutritive elements afforded by 
fish admirably supply an important part of the wants of the body. The moderate 
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amount of flesh-forming material present in fish and in a form which entails little 
labour on the digestive organs — for most persons certainly less than meat — and the 
facility with which fish may be associated with other elements, place it in the front 
rank of foods in that mixed dietary which is suitable to those who lead more or less 
the kind of life referred to." 

That the danger line of destraction of the fisheries of the great lakes is being 
approached with lesser areas is not generally known to the public. Lake 
after lake becomes depleted of its best fish, but railway extension opens the other 
inland waters, limited in number and easily exhausted. The supply of fish is for 
the present only barely maintained, but at increased cost to the consumer. Whether 
the lakes and waters already depleted can ever be replenished remains to be proved ; 
the process of destruction and the methods to accomplish it are clear. Should thie 
present very exhaustive methods not be prohibited in all matters, all the better 
qualities of fish must soon become only a present luxury for the rich, and ere long 
he exterminated. 

Hatcheries can assist nature in replenishing depleted waters, but all artificial 
efforts will be futile where waste, excessive fishing, and a defiance of all natui-e's laws 
have a foothold. 

3.--THE DEPLETION OF THE LAKE AND OTHEE FISHERIES. 

In pursuing the following synopsis of the evidence given it will be observed, 
that the whitefish being the favourite fish with the public, and the fish most easily 
caught by the fishermen, were the first to be exhausted. Mr. McDonald, who re- 
presented the Buffalo wholesale fish dealers at the Detroit conference said : '^ I 
think the whitefish are all out of Lake Erie, it is the herring we are all after now." 

The evidence given in relation to Lake Huron and the Georgian Bay shows a 
rapid advance to a similar condition in those waters. In Lake Huron the whitefish 
are admitted to be '^pretty well caught out," and at the lower end of the lake both 
whitefish and trout are at the point of extinction. Where an increase in the catch 
of salmon-trout is shown it is explained by the mesh being reduced from 5 inches 
to 4^, and in many cases much less to catch the smaller and immature fish, as well 
as by improved fishing gear, more capital and greater efforts put forth by increased 
numbers of fishermen. Twenty years ago it is said in evidence that a small schooner 
would have been required, rather than a small fishing boat, to carry off a fisherman's 
catch from Squaw Island at the head of the Georgian Bay. 

The large salmon-trout (large blacktrout so-called), which come from the deep 
water of the Georgian Bay to the shores about the 15th to 20th October to spawn, 
are followed by fishermen handling over 1,000 miles in length of gill-nets. It is pos- 
sible, under the present plan of fishing the Georgian Bay and contiguous waters, to 
exterminate those fish in a season. The spawning grounds are in circumscribed 
space on bars, reefs and shallows, and there the fishermen congregate in the autumn 
months. This immense length of twine can be laid, making a wall of nets, so as not 
only to catch, but to prevent the fish which escape from reaching their spawning 
grounds to repi*oduce their species. The fish being thus driven f^om one part of the 
lake and bay to another, a correct conclusion as to the condition of the fisheries in 
Lake Huron and the Georgian Bay can only be arrived at by taking those waters as a 
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whole and not by the i-eturns of a season's fishing from any particular locality. 
The gill-net fishermen of the Georgian Bay and Lake Huron will in a few years be 
forced into other occupations. This has already happened to the same industry in 
Lake Ontario, Lake Erie, Lake Simcoe, and the Detroit Biver and other waters. 
The process of exhaustion is entirely similar. It can only be checked by prevent- 
ing the destruction of the young and immature fish, by having larger meshes in the 
nets and the strict enforcement of proper close seasons. 

Fish are described by naturalists as being of two classes, local and migratory. 
Both may be quickly exhausted by improper fishing and overfishing : with regard to 
the species which lead a more or less migratory existence, there cannot be the least 
doubt, and where man has complete control over the area occupied by each, the same 
principle of more fish being caught than reproduced would lead to exhaustion like- 
wise. It has been demonstrated that some of the Atlantic fish coming into the 
Mediterranean to spawn, and caught before and after spawning, have become extinct, 
although at one time so numerous as to interfere with navigation at the spawning 
season. 

The diminution of any species of fish can usually be traced to the action of 
man. 

In the great lakes fishing is earned on with gill-nets in almost any depth, even 
in 400, 500 and 600 feet of water with as great safety and less loss of nets than 
when used nearer the shores and shallows. It is in the deep water in the summer 
months that the immature fish or summer trout are now largely destroyed by the 
use of smaller mesh nets, which have been reduced from the former 5-inch extension 
size to 4^ and 4 inches, and less. 

The fish can be followed to almost every point in the lakes, and with this irre- 
gular fishing and overfishing their extermination is only a matter of time. 

When any species offish get much below nature's balance in the waters by such 
abnormal means, their natural enemies and parasites are usually sufficient to com- 
plete their destruction without the aid of man. 

The doubtful expressions of several witnesses relating to whitefish : '^All left at 
once," " They just disappeared," " Gone somewhere else," " They have emigrated," 
may also be made to apply to salmon-trout. 

W. H. Church, a fisherman for 40 years, 28 years on Lake Ontario, and 12 
years in Georgian Bay, says *^ more salmon-trout are caught as the whitefish drop 
oflf — that is the fish they go for now, " is pregnant with warning — he had seen the 
fisheries of Lake Ontario destroyed, and then moved to the Georgian Bay to fish 
those watei-s. 

Messrs. Cunningham and Campbell are to the point in giving their evidence, 
'* that fish are not at all as numerous as they were, but there are more nets and 
more fishermen to make them appear so." The almost complete destruction of the 
whitefish and salmon-trout fisheries in Lake Ontario. Lake Erie, Lake Simcoe, and 
whitefish in the Detroit Eiver, and the causes for it are too apparent in the evidence 
published, to require comment here. 
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BLUE PIOKEBBL AND VORACIOUS FISHES. 

The phenomenal increase, as shown by the catch, of voracious and coarse fish 
in Lake Erie, may be attributed to exceptional causes, by the somewhat warmer 
water in that shallow lake, and the weedy nature of many of the bays and shores. 
This lake at one time abounded in whitefish and salmon-trout. The returns of the 
Department of Fisheries in 1892, show that not one salmon-trout was caught, while 
during the last ten years, the pickerel catch, mainly blue pickerel, increased 477 per 
cent, pike, 413 per cent, and other coarae fish, 223 per cent. Twelve tons of blue 
pickerel have been lifted in one day in four pound-nets. (See Emery's, Port Burwell^ 
-evidence.) 

The brook pickerels (Esox Americanus and Esox umbrosus) are well known. 
These two small pickerel are very abundant — the former in the coastwise streams, 
«ast of the Alleghanies — the latter in the Mississippi basin. Neither reaches the 
lengtb of much over a foot, and from their voracity they are undesirable inmates of 
4streams and lakes. The average weight of the blue pickerel of Lake Erie is one 
pound, and it may be a development of one or other of the above-named pickerels. 
The fry of the young whitefish from the spawning grounds at the west end of Lake 
Erie and Detroit Kiver are carried by the currents to the deeper waters in the mid- 
dle and at the east end of the lake. It is there the blue pickerel are to be found. 
They go in shoals and feed upon the fry of the more marketable fish. Fifty and 
even sixty small fish have been taken from the stomach of one blue pickerel. This 
fish is little known west of Point Pelee, is not known in Lake Ontario, nor is this 
species as developed in Lake Erie known in any of the western lakes. At the 
Detroit International Fisheries Conference an opinion was expressed that the pick- 
erel was a fish which should be '* cleaned out of Lake Erie." The pike and the 
coarser fish which have also so largely increased in Lake Erie are voracious and 
destructive to all other kinds of little fish. 

In Lake Huron and the Greorgian Bay there is evidence of the ravages of the 
lamprey eel, from their marks being found upon the bodies of the whitefish and 
other fish when caught. This eel inhabits Lake Ontario in vast numbers. At Kemp- 
enfeldt Bay on Lake Simcoe, — the dog-fish have so increased in numbers that a Barrie 
fisherman has applied for a dog-fish license — the fish is almost worthless, yet they 
are saleable in bome American cities where penury compels their use as food. In 
Lake Simcoe whitefish and salmon-trout are so nearly extinct, that complete suspen- 
sion of net-fishing is advocated in that locality. 

The dog-fish is classed as one of the most voracious and worthless fish in our 
waters — fishermen call them lawyers. 

Nature's balance having been disturbed by the greed of man in the various 
lakes will account in a great measure for these unpleasant phenomena. 

4.— FISHING IN THE SPAWNING SEASON. 

Almost without exception, the fishermen examined expressed the opinion that 
owing to the loss of nets dunng November it would be better in the end, and 
more profitable to the fishermen to take up their nets and stop fishing at the end of 
October " if all did it." The few that were adverse to the November close season 
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for all the autumn spawning fishes, based their untenable objections upon the 
freedom in fishing permitted on the American side of the lakes and in their rivers. 

The early settlers upon the shores of our inland waters had neither the boats 
nor the fishing gear suitable for fishing in deeper watere: — Many fish were then 
caught in the rivers, creeks, and bays pi'incipally during their spawning seasons, 
in the spring months ; and in the autumn, whitefish and trout were taken on the 
bars and reefs, bays, their regular spawning places in the lakes. Salmon were 
invariably killed in the rivers and creeks which they entered only for breeding 
purposes. 

JPreezing establishments were not known then. Ice was not stored to enable 
fish to be handled in the summer months; salting, barrelling and fishing in the 
spawning season became the custom of the country. Fish were then taken in the 
more circumscribed places where they were more easily caught. In the spring 
months, the spawning rivers were fished from end to end with seines, dip-nets, 
rod and line and spears ; the destruction was carried on constantly by day and night. 

The rivers and streams served as breeding places. The parent fish that escaped 
destruction, having performed the office of spawning there, returned largely to the 
lakes — the young remained in the *jtreams until sufficiently grown, when they were 
carried down by the freshets to the lakes where, in their turn, they became mature 
and their instinct directed them to return again to the same waters to reproduce 
their species. 

These great natural sources for keeping up the supply of fish in our inland 
waters have been largely destroyed. The fouling of rivers and creeks by drainage, 
sawdust and other refuse of mills and manufactories, obstructions in the shape of 
dams, the shallowing of waters consequent upon the removal of forests and cultiva- 
tion of the soil, has unfitted many rivers and streams for the propagation of fish. 

At the present time the great lakes must be depended upon almost wholly to 
keep up a supply of fish food for the people. The spawning grounds in the lakes 
must now be amply protected, as well as all other waters found suitable for the 
propagation of fish. Commercial or net fishing of any kind should never have 
been permitted in such waters as the Detroit and other like rivers and streams 
which were resorted to by fish solely to perform the office of spawning. 

5.— BESTKUCTION OF YOUNG AND IMMATUKE FISH AND WASTEFUL 

FISHING. 

Where the destruction of the fishery is so nearly complete as in Lake Ontario 
there is no difficulty in obtaining details of wasteful fishing and the destruction of 
young and immature fish. 

In the Georgian Bay and Lake Hurou the destruction of salmon-trout and white* 
fish is now full on, the end is rapidly approaching. Small and immature fish are ship- 
ped packed in ice to the city dealers and to the United States ; those not fresh enough 
are salted or converted into oil. The fish that are carried away and spoiled in gill- 
nets during storms, or decay in the water by fishing a greater length of net than 
can be properly handled, is described by witnesses as covering ^^ tons weight " and 
" sufficient to foul the waters. " 
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Concurrent with the depletion of the âsheries the struggle of the fishermen to 
live begins, greater length of nets are used than allowed by law, and the nets are 
not lifted so frequently. When lifted, some of the fish will be fresh, othera unfit for 
use as fresh fish are salted, others still worse are used for oil. The less experienced 
fishermen become embarrassed, and merchants, supply houses, and capitalists from 
time to time by giving credit and advances of money become interested in this con- 
tinuance of waste and destruction, as well as illegitimate fishing. There is evidence 
that there are merchants who will *' start any man fishing." An experienced Huron 
fisherman says he never heard of a gill-net being refused to any applicant. At the 
present time there are about 1«345 miles of gill-nets licensed for the Huron, Georg- 
ian Bay and Manitoulin waters, five times the combined issue for the whole of the 
rest of Ontario — but even this estimate is far below the real length of nets proved 
in evidence to be in use in thene waters, for it is known that, where a license is 
issued for 6,000 yards of gill-net, 16,000 and upwards all actually used ; and with a 
license for 24,000 yards, for a tug, it is run up to 40,000 yards and over. 

Any restrictive system and one which would cut at the root of inveterate abuses, 
sanctioned by constant practice and of old date, however well considered, will invari- 
ably meet with an opposition difficult if not impossible to control. 

The evidence of Mr. Davis of Hamilton, Messrs. Port, Boyle and Bray of 
Toronto, large fish-dealers of high personal character as well as the best reputation 
as merchants, is not only the best evidence, from the nature of their business, but it 
is clear and oonclasive of the present waste and destruction of young and immitture 
fish in Lake Huron and the Georgian Bay and other waters. 



6.— AMEKICANS FISHING IN CANADIAN WATEES. 

That the American fishermen trespass in our waters is clear from the evidence. 
This irregular and illegal fishing is chiefly carried on in Lake Erie, and the lower 
end of Lake Huron. It is the cause of much discontent and irritation among Cana- 
dian fishermen. 

Fish in considerable quantities are also purchased direct from Canadian pound 
and gill-nets fishermen, and taken in tugs direct to American ports without landing 
or reporting in Canada. 

The duty of f of a cent per lb. intended to be levied on Canadian fish entering 
the United States is easily and generally avoided — the fish being invoiced by the 
consignors as fish caught with American nets, and a large percentage of the fresh 
water fish caught in Canadian waters are thus invoiced. Should any considerable 
portion be classified as American fish, the American statistics published as to the 
returns of their fisheries are quite misleading ; quantities of Canadian caught fish 
are actually included in these returns. 
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7.— SYNOPSIS OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

FISHERIES CONFERENCE HELD AT DETROIT, MICHIGAN, 

DECEMBER 20th and 21 ht, 1892. 

Hershell Whittaker, Detroit Fish Commission, and chairman of the conference, 
said : — 

** I assure you, gentlemen, that if we go on for just about ûve or ten yeare more 
in this way you can license your grounds for growing celery or fresh water oysteis, 
but you cannot license them for whitefish. The fish will be gone. There will be 
nothing to lease. The state will have no fishing grounds that there will be any 
money in. There will be no temptation for a man to rent fishing grounds here at 
all. The destruction of the small fish is the thing, if it is possible we should over- 
come that. Our legislative bodies ought not to be apart from each other in the 
matter of regulations, we oaght to be united." 

E. W, (?omW, Commissioner Sea and Shore Fisheries of Maine : — 

^' When nature establishes a season during which one species ought to be fully, 
protected (while spawning), another of somewhat different habits is in its prime 
condition, thus wisely ordaining such a condition of affairs as will keep up through- 
out the entire year the fish food supply of the people, and now the thinking portion 
of the people are slowly awakening to the fact that the danger line of extinction has 
been passed in some instances and beinç rapidly approached in nearly all others. 
To those who have made a study of fish life and its underlying conditions the 
answer is a very simple and exceedingly plain one in explaining the great depletion 
of our fisheries — simply exhaustive fishing and at improper seasons. Men appear in 
conjunction with the legislatures and sending their most suasive members, giving a 
glowing account of the immense industry they represent, the large number of men 
they employ and the large amount of general good that is the result of their opera- 
tions, and while arranging themselves to ail appearance on the side of intelligent 
restriction, oppose strenuously any restrictive measures that would be effective. 

^* The more intelligent fishermen promptly range themselves on the side of pro- 
tection and preservation, foreseeing that without some means being employed to 
prevent this wanton destruction the business will not survive itself. 

"The Commission of Sea and Shore Fisheries of Maine emphatically advocates 
protection for all edible fish during their seasons for spawning." 

Dr. Robert Orrmby Sweeny^ sen., Dulath, President Minnesota Game and Fish 
Commission : — 

" I know from the experience of the protection given by the Canadian authori- 
ties to whitefish on Lake Superior, that it is most beneficent. The difference 
between our fishing on the north shore of Lake Superior in our waters and theirs 
is most marked. When you get within 35 or 30 miles of the Canadian line the fish- 
ing is tairly good, and when you cross it it is excellent compared to what it is on our 
side. The greater bulk of the whitefish are obtained from Port Arthur now on the 
Canada side, and the fishermen of Lake Superior on the American side are so well 
satisfied that it is the right thing to do that they have expressed to me their willing- 
ness, without any solicitation on our part, that we should join with the Canadians 
in having the same close season. It is their opinion that a close season for white- 
fish from November Ist to December 1st will be the salvation of the fishing. If 
they go on as they have been the fishing will be exterminated. In regard to our 
fisheries in Lake Superior I think our legislature will pass such a law." 

Hoyt Post, Detroit, Michigan, Fish Commission : — 

" There is no doubt in my mind from the experience I have had with the better 
class of fishermen and those whose support would be more valuable that they are 
going to see this matter somewhat in the light we look at it, and they appreciate the 
necessity for something being done in the way of prevention of destructive fishing." 
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Wm. U\ Bowman, New York, Fish Commissioner : — 

"It seems to me, after discussicg this matter properly, we can reach a compro- 
mise that would be satisfactory and jnst to all concerned, and we could pass laws in 
these different states that would be uniform, and that thereafter you will certainly 
have a much better supply of fish than heretofore/' 

A, Booth, President of the A. Booth Packing Co. : — 

'' I should very much like to see a more cordial feeling existing between our 
country and Canada in reference to a uniformity of fish laws, and trust that from 
your deliberations much good many result." 

John H, Bisselly formerly Michigan Fish Commissioner : — 

*' I should like to go over the subject of the regulations of the fisheries by way 
of licensing. I became satisfied from my examination of the subject that that is 
one of the things that ought to be kept in view all the time. The time has got to 
come when the industry of fishing will be licensed.** 

C. V. Osbom, Dayton, Ohio, Fish Commissioner : — 

" We will have to come to this upon our lakes, the leasing of the fishing grounds, 
for only upon leased grounds do we reach that enforcement of observance of law 
which will make the fishing perpetual. We have the decision in Ohio of some of 
our best lawyers, showing that this is constitutional and that it is in the power of 
the state to lease the fishing grounds.'* 

W. P. Andrews, Minneapolis, Minn. : — 

'^ It has been the idea of the Minnesota Commission that the time is not far 
distant when we will have to do as our Canadian friends do and lease the grounds.*' 

A. G, McDonald, Detroit, manager of the Buffalo Fish Co. : — 

'* We have made up our minds that there should be a close season for herrings." 

C. M, Keys, representing the Sandusky wholesale and retail fish-dealers : — 

" I am firmly of the opinion that gill-net fishing as practised now on all the 
lakes is a great destructive force in fishing. In the. Georgian Bay, when they take 
up those nets the fish are absolutely putrid, dropping from the nets almost as they 
lift them up. But a small portion of the fish taken are fit for the market, and 
consumed. The gill-nets are usually out three or four nights, and the fish that run 
in first Are mostly decayed. 

*' My opinion is that gill-nets are the greatest engine of destruction that we have 
on the great chain of lakes. The fish are practically given no rest from the begin- 
ning of the season to the end. They do not claim that the fish are fit for the 
market, but they do go to the market. The Boards of Health of the various states 
have investigated the matter, and with one accord they have said that fish thus 
taken are absolutely unwholesome as food» There is not a man who is practically 
engaged in the business but what will say there isn*t one fish out of ten taken in 
gill-nets that he would eat, especially in summer. I do not expect it will ever be 
possible to get laws passed which will prevent gill-netting, but if yon could get 
laws past limiting that, it would go a long ways towards the protection of fish. 

" I will make this proposition now : That with all the protection the Canadian 
laws affoi-d, if gill netting is permitted in Qeor^an Bay, in less than five years fish 
will be scarcer there than they are in Lake Erie.** 
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8.— EESULT OF DELIBERATIONS AT THE DETROIT CONFERENCE. 

The special committee submitted the following to the Fisheries Conference : — 

Detroit, December 21st, 1892. 

Your committee to whom was referred the question, " Whether or not there 
should be a close season for whitefish, lake or salmon-trout, and herring," also what 
means should be taken for their protection, would report : 

1st. All small fish and those unfit for food of all kinds when taken in nets 
should be replaced in the water when taken alive, and that fishermen should not be 
allowed to take such fish on shore, nor expose them for sale. 

2nd. That no stnng of pound-nets used in the lakes shall extend more than 
four miles from the shore. 

3rd. That one-half of all channels between islands or elsewhere where fish 
migrate to spawn, shall be kept free from nets of all kinds at all seasons. 

4th. That all whitefish taken of lesB than sixteen inches in length and all salmon- 
trout less than two pounds in weight, shall be immediately returned to the waters 
where taken, and shall not be exposed for sale. That all herring lesp than eight 
inches in length, and all wall-eyed pike, pickerel or doré less than twelve inches in 
length, shall be returned to the waters where taken, and shall not be exposed for 
sale. 

5th. That the month of November in each year be made a close season in all 
the great lakes for whitefish, herring, and salmon or lake trout. 

Your committee would further recommend that all penalties fixed for violations 
of any laws that shall be enacted shall be made to apply not only to those who take 
fish, but also to all persons who buy, sell, transport, or have the same in possession. 

9.— SPECKLED TROUT. 

Speckled trout breed in Canada, as a rule, in September and October. A close 
season from 15th September until 1st April is proper for Canada. In the older 
settlements of the province of Ontario this fish is practically extinct, except where 
artifically reproduced, and its reproduction has now become a matter of private and 
commercial enterprise. 

To be universally popular, fish culture and fish preservation should be based on 
food considerations, and not on tjhose of sport. 

In some of the provinces and states legislation has been influenced to preserve 
game for sportsmen and their friends, and not for that numerous class who desire to 
purchase it for food. 

Speckled trout (and in this connection black bass may be included;, ai*e claimed 
as a luxury for the sportsmen the same as game, but they, like all edible fish, ai*e in 
universal demand, and among all classes. 

All fidh should be preserved and regulations made with a view to bring them 
within reach of every consumer. 

Speckled trout should only be caught by angling with rod and line. 

10.— BLACK BASS 

Spawn in May and June. 

The nesting habits and manner in which these fish protect their young are 
well known. 
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Fi^om the end of Augaat until April black ba^s are in good condition for food, 
and are in demand, being a favoarite table fish with consumerd. They bring at the 
proper season the highest price of any lake or river fish in ttio market. 

A close season during May and June should be established to protect this fish. 

11.— STURGEON 

Spawn in June and July. 

It is recommended that all sturgeon caught three feet six iDches in length and 
under be returned uninjured to the water, and that a close season for sturgeon be 
fixed to include the months of June and July. 

12.— SALMON-TROUT, WHITEPISH AND HERRING, THEIR SPAWNING 

TIME. 

The evidence clearly indicates that salmon-ti*out, whitefish and herring com- 
bined spawn from 15th October to the end of December. It may be therefore said 
that the month of November now established as a close season for these fish, some- 
what reasonably protects them ; better protection would be felt with a close season 
from 15th or 20th October to 1st December, thus covering the spawning season of 
the trout more fully, as shown in the evidence. 

13.— POUND-NETS, GILLNETS, SEINES — AN OPINION AS TO THE 
DESTRUCTIVE QUALITIES OF THE VARIOUS NETS USED IN PISH- 
ING CAN BE FORMED BY A CAREFUL PERUSAL OP THE EVIDENCE. 

The restoration of the fisheries depends upon the enforcement of proper close 
seasons and regulations preventing overfishing and the taking and marketing of 
young and immature fish. The use of certain kinds of nets in certain water's, with a 
proper regulation as to size of mesh, is an important factor for upholding the 
fisheries. 

The fisheries of Lake Ontario were largely destroyed by seines ; few, if any, 
gill-nets were used in that lake until about 1853, nor until seine fishing began to be 
unprofitable along the shores. 

It was the same in Lake Erie, Lake St. Clair and the Detroit and St. Clair Rivers, 
and at points on Lake Huron. 

Gill-nets are now and have been the most destructive engines in use in Lake 
Huron and the Georgian Bay and other waters. 

Deep water pound-net fishing began about 1865 in Lake Erie, and not until all 
other plans for commercial fishing had began to fail. The chief objections to pound- 
nets can be remedied by certain limitations, and by compelling the use in the pots 
of a larger sized mesh in waters frequented by whitefish and salmon-trout. The loss 
of fish in pound-nets and seines can always be estimated ; the waste in gill-nets can 
never be known. 
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The following is a synopsis of the evidence, as taken before the Fishery Com* 
mission, in November and December, 1892. 

14— LAKE ERIE. 

Frank Jackson, Port Dover, fisherman and foreman, page 6, says : — 

Even twenty years ago this lake and bay had whitefish in plenty, caught with 
Çill-nets and seines. They were salted and were a tiDod supply in winter on the 
farms and in cities, towns and villages. Herrings were valueless then, whitefish 
were so numerous. It is now played out, caused by overfishing in the spawning 
season and wasting and catching small fish. ''Yes, sir, whitefish have become 
extinct in these waters ; what was once a whitefish and salmon-trout fishery, is now a 
herring fishery." 

The 2-inch extension mesh used in the pots of pound-nets in Lake Erie has 
hitherto been ver^ destructive to small, immature fish. A 3-inch extension mesh is 
the proper mesh tor Lake Erie. Blue pickerel are most destructive to the fry of all 
fish,^and they now overrun Lake Erie. The average weight of the blue pickerel is 
about Impounds, and cannot be caught in anything larger than a 3-inoh extension 
mesh. Has seen tons weight of small immature whitefish caught; the majority were 
buried. This was common in 1890 and 1891, but in former years the destruction of 
immature fish was far greater. Has known two or three tons of these small fish 
taken out of six or seven nets in May and June. 

James Low, Fisherman, Port Dover, page 16 : — Around Long Point and Port 
Dover is a herring fishery; without the herrings it would not pay to fish it. 

Geo, F. Allen, Fisherman, Port Dover, page 9 : — Get now and then a white- 
fish about the size of a big herring. Never saw a salmon-trout caught in these 
watere. 

Capt. J. S. Allen, Port Dover and Nantiooke, page 11 : — Very seldom catches a 
salmon-trout. 

Crosby Morgan, Port Dover, page 12 : — Fished formerlv ; now in business. Take 
the herrings out of the east end of Lake Erie and you might as well stop fishing. 

W. F. Tibbetts, postmaster. Port Dover, page 14 : — Fished formerly. Herrings 
are the principal fish. 

William Backhouse, fisherman, Dayham, page 26 : — Catch two or three salmon- 
trout in a season; they are about alone in this lake; it is now a herring and blue 
pickerel lake. 

H, E, AnsUy, Port Dover, warden of county, page 3 : — Enforcement of judi- 
cious regulations as to mesh and close seasons might reduce the catch in the mean- 
time, but would be better for the fishermen in the end. 

(B.) 

W. Emery, merchant and fisherman, Port Burwell, page 23: — Four or five 
years ago lifted considerable numbera of small, immature fish ; gave some away and 
buried some ; sold some at reduced price; the blue pickerel prey upon small fish; 
has lifted twelve tons of blue pickerel in one day in four nets ; they would pass 
through a 3^inch mesh. 

C. (7. Bates, fisherman. Clear Creek, page 17 : — ^Have caught whitefish 5 inches 
in length in my 2-inch extension pots ; have never thrown away immature fish from 
his nets; people- buy them at ^c. per pound to smoke; blue pickerel are very 
numerous, but not many yellow ; blue pickerel and herring average the same size ; 
sturgeon under 3 feet should be thrown back. 
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A. G. Brown, fisherman, Port Stanley, page 21 :— Catch of blue pickerel large, 
but not 60 large as at 'Port Bnrwell ; occasionallj catches immature fish, from lOO 
to 500 pounds ; mostly sold for home consumption ; bury perhaps half a ton in a 
season. 

(?apt. John EllUon, fisherman, Port Stanley, pace 29 : — Two-inch extension 
catches ^pound fish; four years ago we caught a nunioer of small fish, few since; 
those small fish ran i^ to ^ pound ; threw them back ; small fish in a net are a 
nuisance ; of late years in Lake Erie the fishing business has been assuming a more 
business-like aspect. 

Daniel Lang, fisherman, Aldborough, page 25 : — Caught plenty of immature 
fish, principally herrings, and about four years ago great numbers of young white- 
fish ; never buried any. 

W. H. Black, Kingsville, fisherman, page 32 : — Catches a salmon-trout once in 
a while. 

W, D. Bates, fisherman. Rondeau, page 34 : — ^Eleven salmon-trout caught in 
this fishery. 

William Grubb, light-house keeper, Point Pelée, page 40 : — A great many more 
blue pickerel caught here than whitofish. 

(D.) 

Grilb ert de Laurier, fisherman and fish-dealer, Leamington, page 38 : — Sturgeon 
under 3 feet 6 inches should be returned to the water ; has heard it repeated that 
great quantities of small fish are wasted. 

CE.) 

At the International Fisheries Conference held at Detroit, 20th and 2l8t Decem- 
ber, 1893. 

Mr. C M. Keys, of Sandusky, Ohio, specially invited to attend the conference 



to represent the fish dealing interests of Sandusky, said : — The head or west end of 
Lake Brie is the natural spawning ground for the whitefish. Prom Pelee Island 
and the Dummy Light to Vermillion is one continual spawning ground. The only 
whitefish taken to speak of are those taken on these spawning grounds. The bulk 
of the whitefish are caught with gill-nets, set upon what is called the " reef." The 
whitefish are not only caught, but are turned back and prevented from reaching 
their spawning grounds above. Nature directs them to a certain place, and this 
they cannot reach. The fish which escape the nets thus fail to reproduce. There 
is a wall of nets stretching across Lake Erie. This fishing is carried on in Novem- 
ber while the fish are ripe for spawning. The heaviest herring fishing is carried on 
at the same time. The whitefisn and herring spawn at the same time. 

Mr. A. Q. McDonald, Detroit, manager of the Bufiklo Fish Company, said : — I 
think the whitefish are all out of Lake Erie, and it is the herrings we are after now. 
Every net of every description should be out of Lake Erie by the 15th November. 
I am in favour of a close season. The Canadian close season begins first November. 

Mr. Rerschel Whittaker, of Detroit, Michigan, Fish Commissioner and chair- 
man of the International Conference, said : — Twenty years ago I lived in the State 
of New York, and whitefish, trout and ciscoes were in plenty. Five or ten years 
afterwards the commercial fishing of Lake Ontario became extinct practically. It 
was not pursued for profit any longer by fishermen. This illustrates what fishing 
without restraint will do. The same thing is occurring in Lake Erie to-day, and 
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the same thinp^ is true of the fishing in the lower end of Lake Huron. Let me say 
one thing with reference to a close season. In Canada they have the month of 
November dosed. There is no complaint there f^om the Canadian fishermen but 
one, that their neighbours are fishing without restriction across the border, fo why 
should they not do it. 1 am thankful to see that there is one place on Grod's foot- 
stool where they do enforce a law which seems to be a reasonable and a just law. I 
wish we might do it here. 

(P.) SANDWICH, DETROIT EIVER. 

Noah Jolie, Sandwich West, Detroit Eiver, a fisherman 40 years, says : — ^AU the 
fish in the Detroit River were caught during the spawning run. Eighteen year» 
ago the whitefish caught were put in pens; a pen covered half an acre, and 40,000 
whitefish in a pen. »3metimes they lost 2,000 fish out of a pen, one year lost one- 
half, warmer water and sickness killed them, fungoid growth showed on them, they 
would come to the top, we would sell them along with the others, the very bad 
ones were buried, some were healthy, some were sick. About the same happened 
in other fishermen's pens, but the smaller the pen the more the sickness; all these 
fish came up the river to spawn. Fish became so scarce I gave up 13 or 14 years 
ago. In those days the Americans caught about as many as we did. November is 
the only month that will pay to fish for whitefish in Detroit River. All the fishing 
on both sides was done with seines. 

Bémi Laframboisey Sandwich West, Detroit River, seine fisherman, page 64, 
says : — Whitefish come up the river to spawn in November, aad that is the prin- 
cipal month for catching them. Herrings spawn end of November. Large num- 
bers of whitefish were caught and put in pens about 100 feet square; a go(Kl many 
died and were thrown out in the river; some were buried, and some converted into 
oil. 1 have known 15,000 to 20,000 put in these pens ; 2,000 and upwards would 
die and be converted into oil, some years more ; they died from disease ; got mossy 
and died ; some would look bright, but large numbers would be affected ; herrings 
were put in along with them ; one year 300,000 or 400,000 were caught, and one 
year the pens were so full of herrings that the fish were crowded so close together 
that they died in great numbers; days were occupied in scooping dead ones out 
and throwing them into the river. The river was made foul with the quantities of 
rotten fish ; thinks the fishery would not have been destroyed had the fish been 
allowed to spawn. The young fish would have been carried by the current into 
Lake Erie through the channels on our side of the river. All the whitefish that 
came from Lake flrie to spawn were destroyed in Detroit River, and there was 
nothing to go back, and that accounts for the destruction of the whitefish fisheries. 

Daniel Maloche, Sandwich West, farmer at present, fished fiO years on Detroit 
Eiver (page 57) says : — In 1870 we caught most whitefish ; they have been decreas- 
ing ever since; my average catch was aoout 30,000 ; 2^ pounds each. I put these fish 
in a pen the usual size to keep them for the New York market later on. These fish 
came up the river to spawn and were caught in November. They would jump out 
of the river, and we could see them spawning. They are ripest for spawning from 
12th to 20th November — ^then the eggs flow most freely. We would have a few her- 
rings in the pens at the same time. We used to lose fish sometimes by keeping 
them over ; when they died they floated on the surface ; some had red spots, some 
moss; some were buried, some converted into oil, some were taken and sold in 
Detroit for consumption. I consider the fisheries in the Detroit River worthless now ; 
I would not fish the best ground. It is a great calamity, $50,000 a year to the Cana- 
dian side- Close seasons were never obeyed here and we fished the whole month o; 
November. The fishing began to fail 15 years ago and five years ago fish becam- 
so scarce fishermen could not live. All the river fishing was done with seines. 

Joseph Maloche, Sandwich West, carpenter, had been fishing Detroit River 25 
years (page 69), says : — He fished in Detroit River like Daniel lËiloche. That the 
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pens in which the whitefish aad herrings were put were made of plank and were 
made handy so people eonld walk around them. The whitefish came up the river 
to spawn and were principally caught in October and November ; we had 80,000 and 
^0,000 whitefish in a single pen at one time. There were in other pens at the same 
time 30,000 and 40,000. This was in November, which was their spawning time. 
Some of these fish were kept until March for the New York market. About 10 per 
<sent died in the pens. 

Joseph Allen, Sandwich, fisherman 20 years, still fishing (page 71), says : — ^The 
most herring are caught in Detroit Hiver in November, their spawning season. 
TThey were caught in great numbers seven years ago. As many as 500,000 were 
<}aught on west side of Lighting Island on five stations; they were filled with spawn. 
In 1888 and 1889 we did not catch much more than enough to pay expenses. The 
Detroit Eiver fisheries began to give out about 13 years ago. Seines were pretty 
-close together then, in some places not room for more. In some places there were 
fieveo seines in a mile, that was the thickest. On the American side they were not 
<)uite so thick. The seines were the same build on both sides. Thinks ash feeding 
on each other does not reduce their numbers much — that man makes more differ- 
ence than fish. 

Charles Gauthiety fisherman, Windsor (page 74) says : — ^The spawning time for 
whitefish in Lake Erie commences about the 13th or 20th November in Detroit 
River. They begin a little earlier, but the month of November is the only time 
that whitefish can be caught in Detroit River in sufficient quantities to pay for fish- 
ing and has been so for a number of yeara. For 13 years, f^om the year 1876 to 
1^9, the close season for fish in Detroit River was suspended and several Ministers 
would not enforce it, because it was unreasonable. W hitefish in the Detroit River 
have decreased so that the largest catch oat of two or three seines would be 400 or 
-5u0 fish. The whitefish came up the Detroit River to spawn. They were not taken at 
4»ny other time. Very few were caught before Ist November. The bulk of the 
ashing was in the middle of November, in the height of the spawning time. I 
iiave known the Lake St. Glair fisheries ; in 10 or 16 years they have decreased. 

(O.)— ST. CJLAIR RIVER, 

Marquis A. Hitchcock, Sarnia, who fishes a seine at head of River St. Clar, Lake 
Huron (page 80), save: — In the old days there were three whitefish seines at 
his point, seining in October and November, and now fishing for whitefish is per- 
fectly done. The fishermen consider there are none to be caught, 
ft There are very few herring caught now at all ; some years ago there was a very 
^ood catch. They spawn in November. Previous to 1892, we fished until the 
winter set in. No close season was observed by anybody above or below me. When 
we catch the first pickerel which come in they are full of spawn. They come here 
to spawn. They are all yellow pickerel (doré), no blue pickerel. Ten or twelve 
years ago we had three times the catch and paid $600 a year for the license — ^not 
worth a cent now. The bottom of the fishery has fallen out. We catch them as 
low as 1 pound, for sale ; under that they are not saleable. The sturgeon were 
ri))est in spawning in July. We fished from the middle of May until the middle 
July. The sturgeon have almost left us, 

John Lang, of Lake Huron (page 85) : — Whitefish were very plentiful in 
former years, as many as 40 or 60 barrels in a haul — 5,000 fish was an ordinary 
•catoh. These fish have fallen off very greatly. Sturgeon have fallen off, destroved 
by overfishing. Yellow pickerel have fallen off wonderfully during the past four 
years, destroyed by improper fishing and overfishing. The liver or larçe herrings 
bave fallen off entirely. A smaller kind are now taken. Four years ago, 1 paid $160 
per day for the catch of one seine during September. I would not pay them anything 
now, the fishery has so greatly fallen off. 
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(H).— GODBRICH. 

Capt. John CraigiCy fiBherman, Goderich (page 89) : — ^The wbitefish are déclin- 
îng in Lake Huron — the herrings are so andoreized that it is unprofitable to fish 
for them ; the whitefish are the beet fish ; the public prefer them — and the fisher- 
men caught them with less trouble than other fish. A Lake Huron gill-net license 
holder goes wherever he likes in the lake or Georgian Bay. The 8 or 10 boats here 
are all licensed to fish in the same waters — ^fishes halfway across the lake in KOO 
feet of water; and at certain seasons of the year we fish along the shore. 

James Clark, fish dealer, Goderich, (P&g^ ^7): — In the interests of the fisheries 
and the fishing industry the close seasons should be sustained — ^the clone season should 
begin Ist November and kept strictly. Does not believe fish move around much, 
but keep in families in the same locality. 

Malcolm McDonald, fisherman, Goderich (pa^e 118) : — Whitefish are caught 
in the Georgian Bay now. They were once plentiful in Lake Huron. To presei-ve 
the fisheries for the future we should have close seasons ; but it is very discouraging 
for us to be keeping it and the Americans not — ^and they fishing in our waters during 
that time. 

James Clark, fish dealer and fishei*man, Goderich (page 123) says : — Id following 
the fish in their gill-net fishing in Lake Huron and Georgian Bay they use 4^ mesh, 
also 5-inch and 5^inch and sometimes 5^ ; we use 5} in the fall, following the larger 
fish to the shores, these are large dark trout from 3^ to 10 lbs. The deep water trout 
ai-e small and light in colour, average 2^ lbs. ; never saw eggs in them which were 
mature. The dark large trout show their eggs pretty well advanced when caught. 
They spawn in November, some earlier, some later. We catch these big trout in Oct- 
tober and November. I think they come to spawn. The small trout averaging 2^ 
lbs. are not caught at that time, they do not come inshore. We catch salmon-trout 
in Lake Huron and whitefish Id Georgian Bay. Herring fishing is of no account in 
Lake Huron. Never heard of any one applying to fish with gill-nets who has ever 
been refused. In the interests of the fisheries and fishing industry the close seasons 
should be sustained. Does not believe it natural for fish to move around much, but 
keep in families in the same locality. 

Capt. James Inkster, Goderich, fishermen (page 106) says: — There are a great 
many fishermen who depend upon the November herring fishing, they scrape along 
all summer and want to catch herring in the close season ; other fishermen work hard 
all summer and don't feel like continuing on. It is no hardship but a benefit to the fish- 
ermen to have a close season and stop fishing in November. I doubt the migration 
of fish from side to side in the lakes. So long as there is a whitefish or salmon-trouC 
left we don't want to bother with herring. Did not catch enough whitefish last 
season to pay men's wages. 

H, W. Ball, fishery overeeer, Goderich : — He considers gill-net fishing the 
most wasteful method of fishing. If a pound-net breaks away all the fish get free, 
if a gill-net is washed away there may oe 10 tons of dead fish in it and they are 
blown all over the lake, the fish are lost and the lake full of decayed fish, equally 
destructive to the fisheries as cleaning the fish and throwing the offal into the lake. 
It is well known that many fisheri3s have been destroyed by throwning fish oflfal into 
the water. Whitefish have almost disappeared on this coast — the apparent inci*ease 
in salmon-trout is explained by the mesh being reduced from ô inches to 4^ 
and more small fish being caught and by the use of improved fishing gear tugs, and 
flexibility and make of the twine. Think the department should not discourage pound- 
net fishing. Has known the proceeds of a gill-net brought to shore and not one 
half of it marketable. The yellow or bad fish are salted it is not good for the re- 
putation of Canada that we should salt such unwholesome food. There is consid- 
erable discontent among the fishermen, the business being now outdone— that is the 
principal cause. There are too many in the business. There are men with capital 
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interested in the fishing business and they will start anybody to go fishing. A close 
season for herrings in November is absolutely necessary, and also to protect whitefish 
and trout. 

(I.)— SOUTHAMPTON. 

Donald McGauley, Southampton, fisherman (page 128) : — ^There is too much 
fishing, too many men trying to make a living at it; too many gill-nets drive the 
fish away and prevent them reaching their spawning grounds — fouling the water 
with ofial and dead fish has the same etfect. When first started here, 1855, Canada took, 
all our fish. Now there are so many at it that we must send them to the States. 
There are more fish caught now than this country wants. In stormy weather we 
find a good many dead fish in our gill-nets, they are not marketable as fresh fish, 
but there are many that will do for salting that ^on't do to use fresh. This year 
being stormy we lost a great many, too far gone for anything, and oil was made of 
them. There are men all over the lake making a living by making oil from rotten 
fish. There is a good deal of it made, it brings 30c. per gall, and is sent to the 
tanneries. 

Malcolm McKenzie, Southampton, fisherman, (page 135) : — People came up 
from Port Frank a few years ago, 1876, and commenced drawing seines on Sauble 
Beach, 8 miles north of Southampton. The decline of whitefish hereabouts then be- 
gan. The whitefish canïe on the seining grounds thick. It was September, and 
they were young whitefish ; lots of them were left dead in the water and on the 
beach, not being marketable nor fit for salting, not being over 4 inches long. They 
used heri-ing seines (inch bar). We used to catch our whitefish off that shore but 
did not get them afterwards, the fish worked up north. It is advisable to have a 
close season while the fish are spawning ; the Americans should do it also. 

2>amWJ[f(;C7au^6y, Southampton, fisherman (page 143): Overfishing is the cause 
of the decline of the fisheries. 

FifUay McLennan, fisherman, Southampton (page 147) : He uses a seine for 
herrings, 1^ bar mesh, and his great catch is in November, in the spawning sea- 
son. He heard that young immature whitefish were caught at Sauble Beach and 
walked down just to see. There were plenty of them ; some 2 inches long, some 
four inches and over. There were about 12 seines on the beach, these from one 
end to the other. It is about 5 miles long. The Indians bad two seines, the 
whites ten seines. The white people vho destroyed Sauble Beach with seines 
came from below Bayfield. Most ofour fishermen have gone to the G-eorgian 
Bay. Fish have become scarcer here. We do not catch whitefish now. 

Dotigal McCauley, fisherman, Southampton (page 152) : — It is seldom we can 
catch whitefish. They do not catch herrings or anything else on the Sauble Beach 
now. Two-thirds of the fish that are caught here in the fall of the year are caught 
by boats that do not take out a license, boats that do not follow fishing steadily. 
We paid S50 for two tugs and did not catch one-quarter of the fish that the other 
boats did that did not pay for license. The license system is good if every body 
pays it alike. 



(J.)— G-EOEG-IAN BAY. 

COLLINOWOOD. 

George Knight, fisherman, Collingwood (page 195) : — ^Whitefish are now 
scarce all over the Georgian Bay; we get very few indeed. Fifteen or sixteen 
years ago they were very plentiful. There are four times as many nets in the 
Georgian Bay as there were 15 or 20 years ago whenthe whitefish were in plenty. 
Those fish " have now taken some other coui-se." Their spawning ground was 
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0DC6 OD this side of the bay, bat they do not come any more. The trout come 
here to spawn in the end of October and in November. 

It is a hard matter to make a living now, the fish are getting so scarce. Think» 
it would be better for the fishermen if all took out their nets and stopped fishing by 

1st November. 

• 

Norman Sanders, CoUingwood, fisherman (page 202) says : — Left Gilluses Island 
on the American side of L&e Ontario many years ago, because the fishing was 
played out. Now fishes from Squaw Island, Cabbage Head, to Christian Islands^ 
down to Collingwood. This is a whitefish bay naturally, but the whitefish bave 
been getting scarcer for about eight years, caused by double the amount of fishing- 
being done. November used to bd the best month for whitefish. Law-breakers — 
men who do not observe the law — used a 5^-inch mesh for shore fishing on the shoal» 
in the fall of the year when spawning. The regular fishermen also use this large 
mesh. Do not think any seine should be used to catch whitefish or salmon-trout 
unless mesh oue-iourth larger than the gill-net mesh, except in Lake Erie. 

William A. Clarke, fisherman, Collingwood (pace 207) says: — I consider the re- 
duction of the gill-net mesh from 5 inches to 4^ a mistake on the part of the Fishery 
Department, because it takes the fish before they are matured. Cart loads of young 
immature fish are now taken at Thessalon Point and Dollar Bay. There is a cur- 
rent there which they frequent for food and it is protected. Uas noticed this for 
two years. In a whole cart load you would not get one over f to 1^ pounds. Took 
particular notice of them passing in transit. These immature whitefish as a rule 
pass on to the American markets. This irregular fishing goes on outside the line 
across from Spanish River, separating Lake Huron from Georgian Bay. These fieb 
come irom the pound-nets around Duck Island and the North Channel. The meshes 
are so small that they catch a small herring. The 1-inch bar used in the pot of the 
pound-nets is the cause of the trouble. These pound-nets referred to are put where 
the young whitefish frequent. Was for two years at Whitefish Point on Luke 
Superior, one of the largest and best fisheries on the chain of lakes; it is 40 milea 
above the Sault, in the state of Michigan. Has seen 100,000 whitefish destroyed 
there in a season. They are carried to a dump and thrown away. You can form 
an idea from the immature fish shipped of the whole waste and destruction of these 
small whitefish. 

The pound-net fishing would have been all right if the mesh in the pot had 
been right, the mesh should be 4| inches for catching whitefish 2f pounds to 3 
pounds, and trout about the same. Yellow pike or pickerel are not caught in gill- 
nets, but are taken in pound-nets easily ; they are a voracious fish. There are large 
quantities caught, and there is a good demand. There is no such fish as a blue pickerel 
known in these waters. The great quantities of immature whitefish wasted would in 
a couple of years have become good fish. 

Whitefish have fallen off 30 per cent anywhere on the Georgian Bay. Up to 1st 
June you won't get any whitefish. 

Twenty years ago if a man bad taken a gang of nets to Squaw Island the same 
as we use now it would have taken a small schooner to carry the fish away, either 
summer or fall, but it was in November the whitefish were most abundant. *' There 
ain't any more whitefish on these grounds." The decrease has been caused by over- 
fishing and fishing in the spawning time. The whitefish are now principally caught 
from the western islands on the Georgian Bay, along the north shore and up the 
north passage to Thessalon Point. There are none on the south shore. In the fall 
they used to be very plentiful. Large quantities of small immature fish are now 
shipped, principally caught in the North Channel above Little Current. There were 
never as many caught as the past season, marketed or shipped at Wiarton and Col. 
lingwood. The Dollar Bay and Thesselon fish have to go through the American 
channel to Detroit. Thinks there should be no difficulty in making a regulation 
which would prevent the marketing and destruction of small immature fish. All 
this impi*oper fishing was done openly and the shipment took place in the usual 
way. A proper sizcS mesh is the true remedy to prevent this destruction of imma- 
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tare âsh. The average weight of whitefish now is pretty small. They will average 
2 poaods, formerly they were 2f . Some obey the law and some do not, it is a one« 
siaed affair. 

(Z.)— MBAFORD. 

John McOrae, Meaford, fisherman (page 186) : — A 2 pound whitefish is not a 
mature fish. Overfishing has destroyed the fisheries on the south shore of the 
Georgian Bay. We got whitefish thick up to 2,200 fish with one gan^f nets and 
a single boat. Whitefish are now athing of the past on this shore. Whitefish are 
the most profitable fish if they could be caught; they are gone on the south shore, 
and greatly reduced in the Georgian Bay by overfishing ; small meshes have also 
reduced their size. 

Gilbert Peter Mcintosh^ fish-dealer, Meaford, late president of the Fishermen's 
Association (page 172) says : — He has carried on a whitefish and trout fishery ; 
says a 4^incn mesh is too small for gill-nets in these waters ; that a 5-inch mesh 
should be the minimum; the 4^inch mesh has been the means of reducing the fish- 
ing. There are too many small immature fish caught ; the autumn meAh should be 
5} inches. Is positive that nothing less than 54noh mesh is proper for whitefish 
and salmon-trout. Fish now cau^t are immature and unable to breed. As adeal- 
er, has seen small immature whitefish and trout on the market ; has handled them ; 
they come from different localities ; small trout are more numerous on the south 
shore than on the north; some shipments average from f pounds to Impounds; quite 
small fisb. Formerly we could not dispose of such fish, but we can do so now. Con- 
siders it injurious to the fishenes to catch these small fish. The mesh in the pots of 
the pound-nets is too small, and should be regulated like the ^iil-nets. A 2^pound 
salmon-trout is immature, and should not be cauçht, and a fiui at IJ pounds is a 
pretty small fish. The whitefish are the most valuable of the two. Has seen one 
boat take 2,000 whitefish in one lift ; that would be an ordinary catch right in front 
of Meaford. In the last eight years the whitefish seem to have disappeared ; there 
are but few left. If there is a close season, it should be enforced. A ffood many 
people along the shore break the law and fish in the close season. The black trout 
or util trout, the species that come in to spawn, are as plentifuras ever, but the sum- 
mer trout have fallen off one-half in 20 years, and the size of the fish reduced by 
using too small a mesh. 

James Pilgrim, fisherman, Meaford (page 167) : — Whitefish have left here ; they 
don't come here ; they have just disappeared ; formerly one gang of nets would take 
600, 1,000 to 1,500 at once with one gang of nets, usually from 20th November to 
10th December. 

Adam H. Stephen, druggist, Meaford (page 176) : — We used to catch gi-eat 
numbers of whitefish off the shore here when 1 was fishing in what is called the 
Mudhole, about eight miles off Meaford — about the endof November — ^it was either 
a spawning or a feeding ground — this was eight years ago. Has taken 1,500 out 
of one gill-net; other tishermen did the same. They were full of spawn; they all 
left at once, and for a number of years have not fished it. The uniform mesh 
should now be 5 inches. 

John Nelson, fisherman, Meafoixi (page 178) says : — The fishermen follow the 
whitefish to the north shore in October. The finest and largest whitefish and 
salmon-trout go there to spawn and they are not caught at any other time there. 
They are right on shore on their spawning grounds, 1st of November. " 1 have 
seen forty TOats of us within three miles." This is general with other fishermen. 
It is the only time you can catch these large spawning fish. The boats come from 
all parts of the country there, from Manitoulin Island, and all parts of the Georgian 
Bay. Hall-breeds and Indians all congregate there to catch these spawning fish. 
The fishermen follow the fish down from the north shore of the Manitoulin, and at 
this time the spaWn is running freely fi'om the fish. 
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James Stewart, fisherman, Meaford (page 192) says: — ^Trout are full of spawn 
in October and November, and then go to the north shore to spawn. We used to 
catch them until 15th November. Unless hatcheries are established to take the 
place of a close season, the supply must go down. The fishing for salmon-trout and 
whitefish has so fallen off here that the fishermen have gone to the north shore. 
The whitefish have fallen off most They have gone from this place. Whole 
families of fishermen have left Meaford who formerly made their living here. 

Charles Little, Meaford (page 194) : — "The fishing has greatly decreased." 

(L.)— ^DLAND. 

Albert Hutchins, Midland, fisherman (page 227) says : — Prefers a 4î meeh. 
Some fishermen fish with mesh of all sizes, as small as 4 and 4^ inches. These 
small meshed nets are injurious to fishermen and fish-dealers. They destroy too 
many small fish before they are full value and before they are able to reproduce 
their species. Whitefish come in the shoal waters very thick and close together to 
spawn, and if caught when spawning it is very injurious to the fishery. Immature fish 
are caught in pound-nets, seines, and hoop-nets with small mesh. Such nets would 
not be more injurious than çill-nets if they had a proper mesh. Pickerel are played 
out by overfishing, and whitefish are very much cleaned out by catching immature 
fish and fishing in the spawning time. A great many nets are lost with the fish in 
them by being outtoo long, several days usually during storms. The fish are spoiled ; 
a great many are useless ; some are salted. Local men take the dead fish if not 
too bad. 

Archibald Campbell^ fisherman, Midland (page 259) says : — Believes in close 
seasons, as they are right if properly selected. It would be in the best interests of 
fishermen, the public and the fisheries if the close seasons were maintained and 
maintained rigorously. The setting aside of the spawning grounds would be a 
correct thing if there were no close seasons. Would prefer this to the close seasons. 
Formerly less nets were used and more fish caught. If the fishing goes on as at 
present the fishermen cannot live. 

Charles W. Phillips, Midland, fisherman (page 229) -.—Whitefish have fallen off 
most in these waters. The other fish have declined also, with the exception of 
herrings. The cause of the decline in the Georgian Bay and Lake Huron fishing is 
caused by overfishing — too many nets — ^too many boats. Sizes of mesh being too 
small, has also helped the falling off. The non-observance of close seasons has also 
done a good deal to lessen the number of fish. 

Samuel Fraser, J. P. for thirty years, Midland (page 231), says the small mesh 
in pound-nets is very destructive to small fish; that large quantities of trout 
and whitefish caught in gill-nets are lost, and by reason of storms and neglect the 
nets are not lifted. In such cases the fish are not fit for food, nevertheless they are 
sold in a deceptive way throughout the country. Some are thrown away on the 
shore, some are seen floating on the water ; these have fallen out of the nets. Some 
of the nets may be out a week and some longer, and some of the nets are never 
found at all ; has seen them out in the bay with fish rotting in them. There is very 
considerable loss of nets and fish in this way late in the fall when fishermen are 
fishing along the shore during the close season. Close seasons are sound in principle 
but have never been enforced. The nets used in the close season are generally sunk, 
which makes it difficult to find out without boats and grappling irons. Small fish 
are thrown away on the ice below Waubaushene. Whitefish, salmon-trout, pickerel 
and herring are the most valuable fish, but they are becoming pretty scarce. The 
greatest falling off is experienced in salmon-trout and whitensh. This is very 
apparent. 

James A. Smith, fisherman and dealer. Midland (pa^e 235), says there were 100 
miles of gill-nets used last year from Manitoulin to Midland, and around the bay 
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north and south shores, and some 1,700 fishing crafts, large and small. The fishing 
cannot stand all this net in the water. - It is vastly too largely fished and must be 
reduced, otherwise the fishermen will' lose their industiy ; saw last season three 
large lots of small 9 and 10-inch pickt rel shipped. Close seasons are right in order 
to keep up the sapply of fish food. 

John Yates, fisherman, Midland Tpage 241), says all kinds of fish have fallen off 
very much in recent years, especially whitefish and trout. The small sized mesh 
and too many fishing has reduced the fisheries. If the size of mesh had been kept 
up at 5 inches as formerly, the destruction of fish would not have been so great. 
Pound-net pots should be 4} to 5-inch mesh. A close season for bass and all kinds 
of fish should be thoroughly enforced. 

TT. J. Hadgins, fisherman, Midland (page 247) : — ^Fish are now one-third less than 
when he began. Overfishing and fishing in the spawning time have made a great 
difference in the fisheries. Quantities of fish are lost by fishermen having too many 
nets out, and leaving them in the water too long. The fish drown ana die. The 
good fish are kept separate for the American market. The culls which they cannot 
sell are salted. Culls salted may be fit to eat by some, but would not eat them him- 
self; has known 1,400 rotting fish thrown away at one time; approves of close 
seasons; something must be done to keep up the fisheries. 

W. W, Churchy fisherman, Midland (page 250), says seines destroyed the fisher- 
men in Lake Ontario. They are a most destructive net. Fish are getting scarcer 
every year in the Greorgian "bay. More salmon-trout are being caught as the white- 
fish drop ofi*. That is the fish they go for now. 

Joseph Ounningham, fisherman. Midland (page 257), says there are ten boats fish- 
ing now where there was only one ten years ago, making it appear that there is no 
falling off in fish. A good many fish are lost by drowning in the nets by their 
being out too long. Such fish are salted and then they go to market, otherwise they 
could not be used. It is desirable to have close seasons and spawning localities set 
apart where the fish would not be molested. 

Capt. McGregor, master manner, Georgian Bay (page 221), attributes the falling 
off of fish to fishermen using a greater number of giU-nets than they can attend to. 
Nets remain in the water until the fish decay and have to be thrown away. Last 
fall I lifted some gill-nets and at least a ton of rotten fish had to be thrown out of 
them. The excessive quantitv of nets used had as much to do with this waste as 
the stormy weather. This will deplete the fisheries altogether if allowed to continue. 
The destructive work goes on in places 3 to 4 miles off shore on the honeycombed 
bottomed rocks, which are the real spawning grounds of the fish. This destruction 
applies to both salmon-trout and whitefish. 

Neither trout nor whitefish under two pounds should be caught. A 5-inch 
mesh should be the lowest size licensed. Pound-nets in the locality of Cornell and 
Thessalon throw away and destroy large quantities of small fish. Late in October 
and in November fishermen use their old nets and take the chance of their being 
swept away, frequently full of dead fish. Fishermen now fish in water 70 fathoms 
(420 feet) deep, 15 and 20 miles out. 

Albert Huichins, Midland, Georgian Bay (page 227), says : — Before coming here 
fished in Lake Ontario about 30 years for whitefish and salmon-trout. The great 
majority were whitefish, and were caught at Wellington Beach with seines, as many 
as 5,000 to 10,000 at one haul during the night. This was in the summer time, 
June and July. These were salted and sold on the ground to dealers. He has 
caught as many in a season as would allow the owners of the seine for their share, 
about S2,000. The other $2,000 would go to the fishermen. Even more than this 
number were caught sometimes. Fishing was carried on in the fall of the year 
also. Whitefish were thick everywhere in Lake Ontario at that time ; have known 
as many as 90,000 being taken in one haul in the night; was present and saw them 
counted ; has often known from 5,000 to 10,000 being taken, and has taken 40,000 
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in a seine several times in Jaly on Wellington Beach ; those that were saved of the 
90,000 were salted ; many were lost because they conld not be taken care of. There 
was another haul as large as this taken at Westlake Beach ; the net was a 175-rod 
seine called "the soa'wester." When I left Lake Ontario some fourteen years ago 
there were no whitefish to be had by the fishermen where these great hauls had 
been made ; in fact the whitefish finhery had ceased to exist; there was no more of 
it. I left Lake Ontario to fish here with a number of other fishermen who left for 
the same cause. 

James A. Smithy Midland (page 235), says: — ^Has seen 20,000 whitefish on 
Consecon Beach, Lake Ontario, being one evening's catch, not one in twenty of 
which would weigh two pounds; this was in June; some were salted; others I'otted 
on the shore and were made into manure. They were so plentiful that 100 could be 
bought for 25 cents. Whitefish were so plentiful in Lake Ontario that with one 
seine (I owned half of it), a 50-rod seine put up in one month 180 barrels for our 
net's share ; the other men (eight of them) would get the equivalent to 180 barrels 
amongst them; this was in June, 1869 or 1870; there were other seines fishing 
also. The same year, in November, the fish were very numerous, and all larger 
fish than usual, weighing about 2| pounds ; as many as we could bai*rel we salted, 
but a çreat many were lost. Whitefish were so numerous that they were hauled 
away for manure for use upon the farms. The whitefish were so plentiful that in 
hauling the seine they could not pull it on the shore ; they had to dip out what 
they wanted of the fish with small nets and let the rest go. When I left Lake 
Ontario some 15 years ago whitefish wei*e almost exterminated ; salmon-trout and 
whitefish in Lake Ontario were vastly more numerous than they have ever been in 
Georgian Bay. 

Capt. S. Whartmanj Midland (page 244), says: — Fished in Lake Ontario in 

1874 at Presqulsle and Brighton, principally for trout of large size. The fish 
were quite plentiful then. I^ft there in 1878 to come to Georgian Bay to fish and 
better myself. The rough fish and whitefish in Lake Ontario have fallen off very 
much ; understand fromlate rcbidents that the fishing in Lake Ontario is all done 
now. 

William J. ITodgins, Midland (page 247), says : — ^Fished in Lake Ontario firom 

1875 to 1877, and caught trout and whitefish ; left there whitefish had become so 
very scarce. In 1^56 and 1857 they were caught in great numbers. Whitefish 
were more plentiful in Lake Ontario than ever in Georgian Bay. Left Lake Ontario 
to come here to better his fishing, and other fishermen came here from there with 
the same intention. 

TT. W, Church, Midland (page 250), says: — In Lake Ontario whitefish years ago 
were caught by the thousands in seines from the 10th October to 1st Novemter 
along the beach at Weller's Bay and the Consecon Bay, at' Presqu'Isle along the 
shores of the lake; has known every 40 rods of tne beach in five miles to 
have a seine; a seine would get from 1,000 to 6,000 whitefish at a haul. 
These Ush were cleaned and salted in barrels. Seine owners would have some- 
times as many as 15 persons cleaning and salting fish and sometimes many of the 
fish would be spoiled, they were taken so numerously. It was about 30 years ago 
when they be^an to drop off, then when I left it was not worth while going out 
with a boat, they were so scarce ; has known as many as 40,000 caught in one seine 
in July. That business is all gone now, not worth carrying on at ail. As the fish 
gave out in Ontario I came up to the Georgian Bay to nsh, and quite a few other 
fishermen left for there in the same way. 

Joseph Cunningham^ Midland (pase 257) says : — Fished in Lake Ontario for 
about 10 years but could not get enough to make a living out of it, and then came 
up here to carry on fishing ; caught whitefish in Lake Ontario off Amherst Island, 
something like 1,900 at a haul at first but got very few later on. Both whitefiah and 
trout became scarce from overfishing Lake Ontario. 
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(M.)— LAKE SIMCOE. 

BARRIS. 

Alexander B, McPhee, registrar of Barrie (page 267) : — ^In 1862 I could catch 
16 Balmon-trout in a raornmgin this bay; now I might Ash 5 or 6 days and not 
eatch one — ^whitefish and all fish have decreased. 

John StevenSy photo artist. Barrie, (page 271) : — Regards the fisheried of Lake 
Simcoe as so depleted that angling only should be permitted. 

Samuel Wesley, 42 years resident in Bari*ie, publisher (pace 274) say : — ^The 
close season for whitefish and salmon-trout should begin 1st October and end 31st 
December, Lake Simcoe is so depleted of fish, from fishing in the spawning season 
and overfishing, that it should be closed against nets entirely. The lake is too de- 
pleted for fishing in a commercial sense. 

John EineSf Barrie (page 276) says : — Fourteen years ago fishermen could 
make lots of money catching whitefish, trout and maskinongé in the Lake— the fish- 
ermen have gone elsewhere, the fishing is done. The Home and Snake Indians fol- 
low fishing all the year round and their harvest is during the close season. There 
was a great deal of fishing at Midland, Waubaushone and Penetanguishene this year 
during the close season. The only whitefish caught now are speared about Big Bay 
Point. 

(N.)— LAKE ONTAEIO. 
From evidence given at Samilton. 

William Depew, Burlington Beach, Lake Ontario (page 308) says :— In the 
destruction of the salmon-trout and whitefish fishing, these seines with 1-inch bar 
mesh in centre were used. He has seen thousands of fish piled on the beach and 
left there to spoil. " The pigs came down to eat what they wanted." 

The salmon-trout and whitefish were destroyed on Burlington Beach, Lake 
Ontario, down towards Grimsby by seines during the summer, but the biggest part 
was with gill-nets in the autumn months while spawning. They were caught out 
by overfishing at all times, including the spawning time. Ciscoes are not so numer- 
ous as formeny. 

Daniel McOwyn, Burlington Beach, Hamilton (page 303) : — Ciscoes and her- 
ring are what we fish for here. Whitefish and trout were in plenty in 1860 ; got 680 
trout and whitefish in one haul on this beach; none at all now; none to market; 
destroyed ; the yellow pickerel are gone also. 

Jonathan Corey, fisherman, Burlington Beach (page 311), says they fished on 
Burlington Beach with seines, 1-inch bar mesh or 2-inch extension, twenty to thirty 
years ago. Large and small whitefish were taken. The small ones were so numer- 
ous they were thrown away in piles on the beach. The fishing was destroyed by 
catching in spawning time, overfishing and killing too many small fish. 

John Davis, Hamilton, fish-dealer, gets fish from all the lakes; says the mesh is 
too small. Even from Lake Superior, where the fish are abundant, they send down 
small fish. We get nothing from the east; all fresh water fish come from the we>t. 
These immature fish are chiefly salmon-trout and whitefish. Less than a three- 
pound salmon-trout is not wanted. Immature fish are unsaleable to a certain ex- 
tent; they don't command weight and price as mature fish. Two pounds is the 
smallest salmon-trout that should be caught. These immature fish come from the 
islands in the Georgian Bay, and from all the western fisheries in Lakes Huron, 
Superior and Georgian Bay. Collingwood and Wiarton are the great shipping 
points; they are usually sent in June and July. They catch a tremendous lot of small 
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fish at Southampton, and they most have small nets. There must be a larger mesh 
oixiered for these lakes, both for gill-nets and pound-nets. If this is not done the 
fish will play out, and nobody will be able to live at it, neither dealers nor fisher- 
men. The trout and whitefish were very numerous in Lake Ontario all the way 
down to Gobourg. Thirty years ago you could not put a net in the wrong place in 
Lake Ontano to catch fish ; none now to be caught The pound-net is tne best. 
There are a great many fish destroyed in gill-nets. Fish are not fit for food that 
have been lying dead in those nets for four or five days. They are unfit for food 
whether they are herrings, whitefish or anything else. The ciscoes are falling off. 
To preserve the fish close seasons are necessary. The fish are not good then, and 
should not be caught. To keep up my reputation as a dealer I will not handle such 
fish. The public should be prevented from getting such fish, and everybody will be 
the better for it in the long run. 

Frederick Corey ^ Burlington Beach, fisherman 60 years (page 320), says : — There 
was no law in 1840 to prevent our fishing our seines with any sized mesh, and we did 
not know what harm we were doing in catching small fish. We caught many 
thousands that were never used. They vvere unfit for use and were thrown away. 
We let them lie on the beach. These litt^e whitefish would not weigh over a quarter 
of a pound or half a pound. The size of a mature fish was then four pounds. We 
fished all the year round for salmon-trout. The first gill-nets were used in 1853. 
Pickerel were very plentiful ; we used to catch thousands of them with seines. The 
pickerel were destroyed by catching in the spawning season. They were always 
caught in that season. So far as salmon-trout are concerned they are not in es- 
istence now, in the way of business. They were all along the lake 40 years ago. 
We fished all the year round. 

(O.)— LAKE ONTARIO. 
From evidence taken at Toronto. 

Michael Doyle, fishdealer, Toronto (page 287) says : — He deals in all kinds of 
fish. The biggest part of my whitefish and salmon-trout came last summer from 
Collingwood, some from Southampton and Goderich, and in the winter from Mani- 
toba and Winnipeg; does not know anything about their nets, but knows they are 
catching unlawful fish and have been for years ; the department has been busy put- 
ting in the spawn and the fishermen have been busy taking them up. They should 
be prohibited from fishing for three years now ; if their nets were lawful they 
would not hold these fish ; Southampton is a great place for them, both small trout 
and whitefish ; they come fresh and cleaned and packed in ice along with the big 
ones; there are more small ones than big ones. There is a larger shipping place 
for these immature fish, but I forget the name (Wiarton, I believe). The salmon- 
trout would be from one pound to one and a half; the whitefish not larger than a 
good-sized herring ; these fish are not fit to be killed ; they should not be caught. 
All kinds offish should be preserved while spawning; when fish are spawning they 
have neither taste nor flavour; it is like killing a cow in calf; there is plenty of 
law, but it is not enforced ; whitefish and salmon-trout have fallen off most. I 
came here in 1862, and fishermen would bring in boats loaded with them down to 
the gunwale; this was at Toronto Island; now they are only catching the small 
whitefish you put in from the hatcheries ; they have fallen off altogether. Formerly 
they brought so many whitefish and salmon-trout we could not got room in the market 
for them ; we used to pile them up outside ; they glutted the market ; there were piles 
outside on the sidewalk on the street ; we had so many to sell here at one time that 
we had liberty to sell till Sunday morning at 10 o'clock, the fish were that thick here. 
The whitefish weighed 4, 5 and 6 pounds and sold for half a dollar a dozen ; the 
salmon-trout weighed 8, 10 and 12 pounds, and were so plentiful they sold for 50 
cents each. There are none of these fish at all to be had now ; they have emigrated 
or something has happened to them ; should like to see Lake Ontario get a chance 

zzviii 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ontario Fishery Commission. 

to Bee if these fish would not accumalate açain. They catch small whitefish off the 
island — ^the small, immature fish — (Mr. Wilmot's fish); they won't stand; are 
young, delicate and small ; they won't keep. The business of the fishermen and 
fish-dealer will soon be at an end unless proper regulations a.re made to preserve fish 
and preventing their destruction at improper times and killing immature fish. 

Dawson W. Port, fisherman, Toronto (page 202) says: — ^Immature white- 
fish and salmon-trout come to this market. They are soft, flabby and easily bruised 
and are to a certain extent unmarketable. They are not as saleable as full-grown 
fish. They come principally from the Georgian Bay and Lake Erie for the herring ; 
and the head of Lake Superior for the salmon-trout. A good many of these small 
fish come from Port Arthur. There they )a:et a large quantity of small whitefish, 
and being very soft they often come crushed by the weight of ice in the packing. 
Sometimes they are not saleable. If they come fit to sell, they are sold from 1 cent 
to 2 cents per lb. less than proper sized fish. The small herrini; are not saleable. 
If sold at all, it if» at greatly reduced pnces. These small fish are mixed up with 
big fish when sent to market. The fishermen, the dealers and the public are all 
interested in preventing the destruction of these immature fish. This and catching 
fish at the spawning season are the two great evils to be contended with. White- 
fish have fallen off most by all odds, and salmon-trout are not so plentiful as 
formerly. Whitefish should receive special protection. Lake Ontario principally 
supplied the Toronto market in years past— -Toronto and the east with whitefish and 
nalmon-trout. They were caught in large quantities, with seines along the shores 
or about Willard's Beach, or Toronto Island, and at the eastern and western ends of 
The lake. Now there are only a very few brought to this market from Lake Ontario. 
We depend wholly on the western lakes. The speckled trout is gone, so far as the 
public is concerned. There are large quantities of fish destroyed by dying in the 
gill-nets when left out for three nights. This is caused by men trying to handle too 
many nets, and by stormy weather. If not altogether spoiled, they are generally 
»altèd. They would be unfit to sell as fresh fish. Lately the people won't touch 
them. They are unsaelable. 

Horatio John Bray, fish-dealer, Toronto (page 297): — ^Pound-nets in salmon- 
trout and whitefish waters should have 5-inch mesh in pots and the same in gill- 
nets. We are now getting fish too small to be marketable. The really marketable 
fish now come from Manitoba. A barrel of herrings — a su»r barrel — should con- 
tain 350 herrings, 250 lbs. This would be a saleable fish. I receive many barrels 
more containing 600 and 700 herrings, and they are not worth the express charges 
when they come to the warehouse. They are perfectly unsaleable, i ou may sell 
a few for 50 cents per hundred and dump the rest. Large quantities of small her- 
rings are used for manure and thrown away. My whitefish supply now comes from 
Port Arthur, Lake Superior mostly. The Lake Ontario whitefish are only half- 
grown. The seines destroyed whitefishing in Lake Ontario. That was done 14 or 
15 years ago. Remembers some years ago they put in whitefish fry from the 
hatcheries over at Niagara. Afterwards the fishermen caught them in seines. 
Handled pretty much all of them that were shipped here. Got $8 per 100; but 
they shipped so many we had to drop it. They were from f to 1 lb. They haven't 
had hardly any since. The speckled trout as a fish for the public is about extinct 
in Ontario. 

William Montgomery (page 281) says : — ^A gill-net in Lake Ontario means a 
herring net. There are no salmon-trout. No whitefish have been caught in thefall 
for some years. Cannot tell when they spawn. The summer catch is not much. 
The ciscoe is our best fishing, and they have gone away for the present. Cannot 
account for the falling off in the whitefish. All he knows is they have disappeared. 
Our 2-inch bar mesh is too large, it will not catch the half-grown whitefish. The 
herrings are decreasing. The scarcer the fish get the less often we lift our gill-nets. 
They are now left out about four nights and catch 4,000. Three years ago we left 
them out two or three nights and got 6,000 or 7,000. On account of the way the 
fishing is, has only his brother helping him and a 28-foot boat. Three seines 
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is the extent of the wfaitefish seine fishing now around Toronto. The next seine is 
at Frenchman's Bay, down 20 miles from here. Towards Hamilton the Humber is 
the firet, then I think no more till you get to Barlington Beach, Hamilton. The 
large catches of whiteii^h heard of were qaite 18 years ago. 

(P.)— AMEBIOANS FISHING IN CANADIAN WATBES. 

Mr. Keys^ who represented Sandusky fish-dealers at the Detroit International 
Fisheiy Conference, 1892, said : "Beyond Sandusky Bay strings of gill-nets reach 
clear over into the Canadian waters and whether there is a close season in Canada 
or not, they ran their gill-nets clear across to Pelee Island, and they do not make 
any bones about it." 

Prank Jackson^ Port Dover Tpage 6) says : — American gill-net fishermen fish 
within six miles of our Canadian shore, off Clay Point and Long Point Island. Has 
seen as many as five or six boats, tugs and gill-net boats, each fish boat would have 
A ^2it\g of nets 2,000 yards. The usual months are June and July following the 
whitefish. These boats hail fVom Erie, Penn., on the opposite coast. This has been 
going on for teu years. No Canadian would be permitted to fish in this way on the 
American side of the boundary line. 

Capt. J. S, Allen, ir'ort Dover (page 11) says : — Americans fish inside the na- 
tional boundary line within six miles of Gull Island, and eastward from Clay Point 
to Clear Creek. 

Senry Swan, Port Burwell (page 28) says : — American tug boats lie off 
Clay Point, tour or five miles out, and fish, the lake being fifty miles wide there; that 
would be twenty miles on the Canadian side of the line. 

W. Emery f Port Burwell (page 2.S) says : — ^American fishermen boast of fishing 
in our waters. That is chiefiy done about Long Point Island. 

O. O, Bates, Clear Creek (page 17) says: — Last spring there was an American 
fishing tug fishing for herring and blue pickerel within a few miles of our shore 
(lake 50 miles wide). They were in sight fishing for several days. Ran up along- 
side of them and said: ^^ You people are out of your element.'' They said they just 
came in to take some fish out, they often came over in the spring. 

Capt. John Ellison, Port Stanley (page 29) says: — Americans fish in our 
waters within 20 miles of Port Stanley, (lake 60 miles wide) ; has seen them fishing 
with gill-nets and tugs; has a good chance to see these American fishing boats pas- 
sing along on his steamboat route to Cleveland ; it should not be allowed. 

Ira Loop, of Kingsville (page 36) says : — American tugs cross from Sandusky 
and take fish on board direct from Canadian nets. It would be impossible for some 
of the fishermen to dispose of their fish if these tugs did not come and take them. 
The tugs get a permit to run one or two weeks, and then they clear on certain days. 
They do not infringe upon the law; it would be impossible to make entry every day ; 
it is an irregularity, but they are permitted to do that. 

W, jff. Black, Kingsville (page 32) says: — Some Americans at the "Old 
Hen " fish gill-nets in Canadian waters. Capt. Post takes fish from a number of 
Canadian pound-nets direct to Sanduttky. 

W. D, Bates, Bond Eau (page 34) says : — We run our small boat alongside 
of the American tug, and jast weigh and sell to them. Sometimes the tug comes 
into port — sometimes she goes direct to the American port. 

Capt. J. W. Post, Leamington (page 61), says : — ^Have seen American gill-net 
tugs on Canadian side of boundary line, engaged in lifting gill-nets — about six miles 
east of Pelee Island — should think they were herring nets, but a 3-inch mesh will 
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oatch ordinary whiteûsh and occasionally a sturgeon — has seen American tags take 
fish from Canadian fishermen direct from the nets, and go direct to the American 
markets^-Sandusky and Cleveland. 

John Lang, Port Haron (page 85) says: — Near Kettle Point, Lake Huron, 
there is 10 miles square of rocky honeycombed spawning around. There is a great 
rush of fish to this point. On these spawning grounds the Americans come with 
their tugs and nets and men and fish right through our close season, whilst the 
Canadians are keeping the close season. This fishing is wholly in Canadian waters. 
This was done this year by the Port Huron Fish Company. These American fishing 
companies claim that by instructions from the United States consul at Sarnia tbey 
could fish anywhere beyond three miles from the Canadian shores. These American 
fishermen fished right through the month of November. They made a wonderful 
catch of those spawning fish, and on account of the roughness of the season, great 
quantities of those fish were thrown away as unmerchantable, and many of them 
rotted in the water. 

Capt. John Oraigie, &oderich (page 89) says : — There is one American tug of 25 
or 30 tons down here fishing in Canadian water. The latter part of the fall we have 
got to stop, and she can fish all she likes. This would be about six or seven miles 
from our shore; this has also been done at the lakes about Drummond Island. 

H, W. Ball, Groderich (page 113) says : — ^There is great discontent among the 
fishermen at the present time by Americans being allowed to fish in our watera 
when we cannot fish in our own. 

Capt. James Inkêter, Goderich (page 106) says : — ^There is an American tug 
this season fishing in Canadian waters at Kettle Point. Have seen her. 

(Q.) — Extracts peom Sworn Evidbncb bbporb the Fishery Commission. 

THE BLACK BASS. 

LAKE BRIE, BTG. 

William Qrubb, lighthouse keeper, Leamington (page 40): — Does not think 
it right for sporting men to angle for bass in the close season. They string them 
and tow them about all day to see who catches most and then at night throw them 
away. Most of them are dead. This is done by Pelee Island anglers. 

Phillip DeLaurier, Point Pelee, fisherman for 33 years (page 41) says: — 
Black bass spawn from 20th June, through July. 

Gilbert DeLaurier, fisherman 25 years, and fish-dealer 5 years, Leamington, 
(page 38) says : — ^They catch black bass largely at Pelee Island. They spawn 
about June. 

Ira Loop, Kingsville, fisherman 25 years (page 36) says: — Black blass spawn 
late in June. 

W. H. Black, fisherman, Kingsville (page 32) says : — Large quantities of 
black bass are caught by American anglers at Pelee Island. They are caught in 
June when spawning. It creates discontent among Canadian fishermen. 



Henry Smith, Pelee Island, angler (page 45) says : — Angling is carried on 
on from 15th May to Ist June, and from middle of October to middle of November. 
They spawn from Ist June till July. They catch fi'om 40 to 400 per day. Fishing 
is better in June. If they spawn in June it is better not to kill them. The quan- 
tity of fish is small to what it was formerly. They fish with one line and several 
baits. They sometimes catch four at a time, but not often They have two or three 
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miDDOWB, a couple of flifts, a spoon bait and three to five hooks. Thinks ponnd- 
nets have helped to destroy bass fishing, but has not seen one lifted for five years ; 
coald easily see one lifted. Does not Iniow what they catch. 

LAKE SIMOOB. 

Alexander £. McPhee, Barrie (page 267) says : — Black bass should be pro- 
tected for the benefit of the public generally. Would like to see the close season 
extended to the 1st July. Caught earlier, they are sluggish and not fit for food. 
They are sluggish even in August. Caught in proper season, prefers black bass to 
any other fish. 

Samuel Wesley ^ Barrie, publisher (page 274) says:— Black bass are good in 
September. They are sleepy before 1st July. The close season should be extended 
till 1st July. 

John Sines, Barrie (page 276) says : — ^The Buckskin Club from Buffalo come 
to the Severn Hiver in the summer and catch large quantities of bass. The settlers 
said they caught them in piles and let them lie on the rock. Some places were 
stinking with fish. They caught them for sport. 

OEOBOIAN BAT. 

Samuel Fraser, Midland (page 231) : — ^Regarding black bass fishing, it is 
carried on largely by tourists and anglers who catch them in great numbers and 
throw a great many on the rocks to spoil. This is done by campers out, princi- 
pally. These fish should have a close guardianship. They are taken amongst the 
islands where they are not obsei-ved by the officers. These tourists are not of much 
service to the localities to which they come. They bring their supplies and 
camp out. 

J. A, Smith, fisherman, Midland (page 236) : — Bass will spawn in May, not 
so much in June. They may watch their beds and young in June and July, and this 
would lead to the impression that they were spawning then. Some of the tourists 
who come up here are very injurious. They catch more bass than they can con- 
sume, and fish are left upon the rocks to spoil — sheer wanton waste. 

John Yates, fisherman. Midland (page 241) : — There has been gi-eat waste by 
persons leaving black bass on the rocks to spoil. Bass are a fish that spoil very 
quickly unless iced. A close season for bass should be thoroughly enforced. 

LAKE ONTARIO. 

Daniel McGwyn, Burlington Beach, fisherman (page 303) says : — ^Black bass 
are not fit for food in July and August, they spawn from May till June. They are 
caught in the summer when not fit to use, — in July and August — it is waste to catch 
them in Burlington Bay before November. It is not the fishermen who catch them, 
it is the sports. They are wasted. When fit for food they bring 10c. and even 12Jc. 
per pound. 

William Depew, fishermen, Burlington Beach (page 308) says : — ^To catch black 
bass in July and August is simply a waste of the fish. They are not fit to eat. 
They do not spawn until June. 

Jonathan Corey, Burlington Beach, fisherman (page 311) says: — Black bass 
are haixily good in August. A first-rate fish in Septem^r, October and November. 
Does not think they should be supplied to the public as food before September. 
City people troll in the summer and throw away the fish. 
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Frederick Corey, fisherman, Burlington Beach (page 320) says :— The best time 
to catch black bass is the spawning time. They make their spawning beds 20th 
Hay, spawn about Ist June. They watch their young until they leave the bed. 

John Davis^ Hamilton, fish-dealer (page 316) says : — Black bass is a good fish 
and should be preserved. 

TORONTO. 

Michael Doyle, fish-dealer, Toronto (page 287) says: — Bass in value come next 
to salmon-trout and whitofish, if we could get them, they are the dearest. 

Dawson W, Port, fish-dealer, Toronto (page 292) says : — ^Bass are pretty good 
in September and October, best after that. They are not good in spawning time. 
No fish are good at spawning time. Black bass are good fish and should be pre- 
served. Our customers will take them when in good condition. 

Moratio John Bray, fisfa-dealer, Toronto (page 297) : — ^Blaok bass are in best con- 
dition just as the ice leaves and they catch them with hook and line. They are more 
valuable than whitefish. They are not fit for food in July and August; they catch 
them in June. They should not be handled then. Gould handle half a ton a day 
when they are in good condition, but do not get 25 pounds. 

(R.)— THE CISCOE. 

Daniel McGhvyn, Burlington Beach, says: — Ciscoes spawn frem 25th December 
till the middle of January. They have fallen off considerably during the past four 
or five years by being overfished — too many nets. They are better cured than her- 
rings, being a fatter fish. They are caught from 1st November until 1st Mav. 
They spawn in deep water on weedy bottoms, about six miles out, and are caught 
in deep water. They do not come near the shores. Two men can handle 2,000 
yards of gill-net; 21-foot boat; that would be too much in a boat; some use a good 
deal more; sets one gang of nets and lifts one; some keep three gangs, 6,000 yards 
in the water, but 2,000 yards is enough for two men to handle ; meshes lj[-inch bar; 
net out two or three nights before being taken up ; had them out twelve nights, and 
the fish still good ; they live quite a while if not strangled; sometimes lose nets, fish 
and all, in some severe storms ; have had a clean sweep of everything; do not fish 
for ciscoes in May, June, July and Au^st; they are too oily, and we would have to 
go too fiir out to catch thom ; we would have to take ice, and that would not pay ; 
December is the best month ; has quit ciscoeing; they are going the same road as 
the whitefish and salmon-trout; they spawn all the year round, but chiefiy in 
Januaiy. 

William Depew, Burlington Beach (page 308) :— Uses a 2g-inch extension mesh 
for ciscoes ; ciscoes are in the best condition all the winter ; they begin to get soft 
in May; they are caught in deep water, six to fifteen miles from the shore; one fall 
they came within 200 yards of the shore ; they keep out beyond the whitefish ; the 
biggest part of the ciscoes spawn in February ; see spawn in them in November and 
December; the eggs are pretty plentiful in the boats the latter paii; of January and 
February; they are a good deal better fish than the herring, when they are cured ; 
the ciscoe is best cured; the ciscoe is a soft fish, and does not eat well ; fresh salting 
and smoking makes them harder; ciscoe and herring are the same size; both about 
the same value ; herring are more numerous and can be sold fresh ; ciscoes are being 
caught out, and are not so numerous as they wore formerly ; they are overfished ; 
the size of the net, 2|-inch extension, is all right ; it is overfishing that does it; they 
are caught most numerously in January and February; they begin to spawn in 
January, but mostly in February; thinks fishing in the spawning season has helped 
to reduce them. 
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Jonathan Corey ^ Bartington Beach (page 311) : — ^FU\es for ciscoea with a 1^ to If 
bar measure meeh. 

John Davis, fiflh-dealer, Hamilton (pace 316) : — Giscoes are good any time except 
when spawning. They are getting played out. 

Frederick Corev, Burlington Beach (pa^e 320) : — Ciscoes have fallen off very 
much of late years by overfishing and catching in the spawning season. 

William Montgomery, fisherman, Toronto (page 281) : — Egg » flow freely from 
the ciscoe in November and January ; leave nets out now over U)ur nights and move 
nets and lift about 4,000 ; three years ago lifted some two or three nights and caogbt 
6,000 or 7,000 ; the scarcer the fish get the less often we lift. 

Dawson W, Port, fish-dealer, Toronto (page 292) : — Giscoee are always good 
except at spawning time. 

Horatio John Bray, fish-dealer, Toronto: — Sixteen years i^o began to handle 
ciscoes smoked; was the firat man to Fmoke them; at that time the mesh was 2| 
extension ; they have got it down to 2f and 2|. - The fish caught with the 2f mesh 
were good saleable fish. The fish are getting so small it is hard work to sell them. 
If they were anything else but ciscoes they wouhi not sell at all. The mesh should 
be 2^ extension. They are good all the year round. The dealers don't want to 
handle ciscoes from 1st June to 1st October. They are a delicate soft fish and spoil 
too quickly to be handled in the hot weather. The ciscoe is a valuable marketable 
fish and should be preserved. 

The evidence in detail is herewith appended. 

Bespectfully submitted. 

SAMUEL WILMOT, 

Chairman. 



EDWARD HARRIS, 

Commissions. 



Ottawa, 1st March, 1893. 



XXXIV 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ontario Fishery Commission. 



EVIDENCE 



PART I 



TAKEN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER, 1892 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ontario Fishery Commission. 



INDEX 

TO 

^WITNESSES' NAMES 

IN 

PART I. 

EVIDENCE TAKEN IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER, 1892. 



Page. 

Anrfey, H. E., Port Dover 3 

Allen, G. F. do 9 

Allen, ^. S. do 11 

Allen, Joa., Sandwich 71 



Bates, O. C, St. Thomaa 17 

Brown, A. O. do 21 

Backhouse, Wm., Port Burwell 26 

Black, W. H., Leamington 32 

Bates, W. D. do 34 

Burton. J. A., Sandwich 67 

Ball, H. W., Goderich 113 

Bonter, Frank 239 

Bray, Horatio J., Toronto 297 



Cudney, Wm., St. Thomas. 20 

Craiffie, John, Goderich 89 

Clarke, Jas. do 97 

Clarke, Jas. do re-examined 123 

Clark, W. A., ColUngwood 207 

Church, W. W., Midland 250 

Cunningham, Job 257 

Campbell, Arch 269 

Corey, Jonathan, Hamilton 311 

Corey, Frederick do 320 

D. 

DeLaurier, Gilbert, Leamington 38 

DeLaurier, Phillip do 41 

DeLaurier, John, Windsor 47 

Dunn, Capt. Ed., Owen Sound 161 

Doyle, Michael, Toronto 287 

Depew, William, Hamilton 308 

Davis, John, Hamilton 316 

E. 

Emery, Wm., St. Thomas . 23 

Ellison, John, Port Stanley 29 

Elliott, Thos. H., Midland 261 



F. 



Fraser, Samuel, Midland . . 
G. 



231 



Grubb, Wm., Point Pelée 40 

Gauthier, Chas., Sandwich 74 , 

Gerow, William. Midland 265 I 



^ Page 

Hébert, Heniy, Sandwich 42 

Hines, John, Barrie 276 

Hitchcock, M. A., Samia 80 

Hutchins, Albert, Midland 227 

Hill, Chas., Midland 253 

Hodgins, W. J 247 

I. 

Tnkster, Jas., Goderich 106 

J. 

Jacknon, F., Port Dover 6 

Jolie, Noah, Sandwich 61 

K. 

Knight, George, Collingwood 195 

Is. 

Low, David, Port Dover 15 

Low, James do 16 

Lang, Daniel, St. Thomas 25 

Loop, Ira, Leamington 36 

Laframboise, Rémi, Sandwich 54 

Lang, John, Port Huron 85 

Little, Chas., Meaford 194 

M. 

Morgan, Crosby, Port Dover 12 

Maloche, Daniel, Sandwich 57 

Maloche, Joseph do 69 

Montgomery, Wm., Toronto 281 

Mo. 

McDonald, Malcolm, Goderich 118 

MoCauley, Donald, Southampton 128 

McKenzie, Malcolm do 135 

McAuley, Daniel do 143 

McLennan, Finlay do 147 

McAuley, Dougal do 152 

McDonald, Donald, Owen Sound 158 

McKnight, Robert do 164 

McKenzie, John do 166 

Mcintosh, Gilbert P., Meaford 172 

Mcintosh, Gilbert P., do re-called .... 183 

MoCrae, John do 186 

McGregor, Capt., Owen Sound 221 

McPhee, A. B., Barrie 267 

Maodonell, Hector/Toronto 286 

McGwyn, Daniel, Hamilton 303 



Digitized by 



Google 



6G Victoria. 



i^esBioiiiil Papons <Xo. lOo*.) 



A. 1893 



^- Paoi. 

Nelion, John, Meafoid.... 178 

P. 



61 

le; 

Phfllip?; C. W.; Midland 229 

Port, D. W., Toronto. 292 



Post, J. W., Leaminffton. 
Pilgrim, James, Meaford. 



R. 



R068, Chat. H., Barrie., 



280 



Swan, Henry, Port BurwelL 38 

Smith, Henry, Pelée Island 45 

Stephen, A. H., Meaford 176 



Paob. 

Stdwart, JiunM, Meaford 192 

Sanders, Norman, CoUingwood 202 

2S5 

'.. 271 



Sanders, Morman, UoUm 
Smith, J as. A., Meaford. 
Stevens, John, Barrie. . 

T. 

Tibbetts, W. F., Port Dover 14 

Telford, Jas., Owen Sound 163 

W. 

Whartman, Gapt. S., Midland. 
Wesley, ^ «^ ~ ■ 



nan, Gapt. 
, SsjBuel, 1 



Barrie. 



244 
274 



Yates, John, Midland 241 



ZXZVlll 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



66 Victoria. SessiMial Papers (No. 10a) A. 1893 

DOMINION FISHERY COMMISSION 

FOB THE 

I^ROVIlN CE OF OlSTT^MO. 

No. 1— POET DOVER. 

Mr. Samuel Wilmot and Mr. Edward Harris, commissionere appointed by the 
Dominion Grovernmenl to investigate into matters connected with the fishery regu- 
lations which apply to the fisheries in the province of Ontario, under letters of 
instructions dated at Ottawn, 29th September, 1892, met at Port Dover on Friday 
the 4th day of November, 1892, when Mr. Wilmot was appointed chairman, and 
Mr. Harris acted as secretary pro tern. 

Previous to the first meetins: to take evidence, the commissioners had made a 
personal survey knd inspection of the several fisheries on and around Long Point Bay 
and island, and examined the p<mnd-net8 and seines using the 4-inch extension mesh. 
These nets were lifted and drawn ashore for their inspection. Information was also 
largely obtained from many local fishermen and residents of recognized position. 

Mr. Jenkins, the secretary appointed for this commission by the department, 
not having reported himself, the commissioners decided to visit Simcoe, the county 
town, and arrange for a short-hand writer to be in attendance to take evidence on 
Friday, the 4th November, at 3 p.m. 

To obtain the best results it was decided by the commissioners to take all 
evidence upon oath in the following form, and as provided by Chapter 114, Bevised 
Statutes of Canada : — 

You, solemnly swear (or affirm) that ^you will truly answer all 

such questions as may bo put to you by this commission, and also give such evidence 
and information as shall be within your personal knowledge to this commission 
relating to the fish or fisheries of the province of Ontario. 

Mr. Frank E Gull, of Simcoe, a stenographer, having consented to act as 
secretary pro tern, he was, on motion, appointed. 

The Commission then proceeded to take evidence. 

H. E. ANSLEY, Esq., Warden of the County, was duly sworn and gave replies 
as follows : — 

By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. Are you warden of the county ? — ^A. Yes ; and born in the county, and lived 
on this lake shore ail my life. 

Q. About how many years is it wince you first obtained knowledge of fish and 
fisheries? — A. It would be 25 years, I suppose. I have been engaged in the fishing 
business about 16 years. 

Q. 1 believe you are also a qualified chemist and have a diploma? — A. Yes ; I 
am a graduate of the Ontario College of Pharmacy. 

Q. What sort of fishing were you engaged in?--A. I have been engaged in 
pound-net fishing, also gill-net fishing, catching whitefish, sturgeon, herring, yellow 
and blue pickerel, pike, maskinongé and other coarse fish. 
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Q. How many net% had you at one time directly and indirectly under your 
control ? — A. I have had as high as eight and ten pound-nets. 

Q. What quantit}»^ of pill-net* ? — A. About two thousand yards of gill-net. 

Q. Any seines? — A. No seines. 

Q. What size mesh had you in the pot of your pound-nets ? — A. I have fished 
2-inch extension and 3-inch extension. 

Q. What would you have in the hearts ? — A. 4-inch. 

Q. And the leader ? — A. t)-inch of extension measure. 

Q. With regard to the gill nets? — A. I have tished 3f and 4-inch of extension 
measure. 

Q. What waters do you fish in ? — A. I have fished with pound-nets north, east 
and west of Port Dover. 

Q. And your gill-nets were fished in the same localities? — A. More particularly 
in the outer Bay of Long Point. 

Q. When is the herring and whitefish in the best condition ? — A. In the best 
condition in the month of June. 

Q. When are they in the softest condition? — A. Whitefish aie softer iti No- 
vember. 

Q. Are fish a higher price in June or in November? — A. Generally speukint;, 
there is very little difference in the price. If there is any diffeience they would be 
higher in November, from the fact that during the middle months of the season, 
June and July, herring are caught in very much larger quantities, and being w^arm 
then it is necessary to dispose of them as they will not keep, and there is more 
demand in Nuveraber because it is colder weather. 

Q. Where do you market your fish chiefly ? — A. There has always been a good 
market in Canada for whitefish, sturgeon, blue and yellow pickerel and bass, and 
have shipped to the United States. The home market is quite as good as the 
foreign. 

Q. Do you think it is possible to largely increase the homo market? — A. Yes. 

Q. By what means ? — A. By getting a more regular supply, and a greater dis- 
tribution through the country. 

Q. What do you suggest as being a better mode of distribution ? — ^A. I should be 
inclined to think, by some means to protect the fish, so it would be encouraging, and 
by having a system of fish dealers and peddlers throughout the country. 

Q. Have you ever taken any observations when the fish are ripe for laying 
their eggs? — Whitefish are ripe in November. 

Q. As regards herring, what is your experience with them ? — ^A. I think trom 
the 15th of November to the 15th of December. 

Q. Do you know anything about salmon-trout; have trout been caught here 
during your experience ? — A. Odd ones are caught at times. ! 

Q. Not in any quantities? — A. No. 

Q. Have you heard of them being caught by other fishermen ? — A. Not in this 
part of the lake. 

Q. In regard to sturgeon, which is the time their eggs are ripe ? — A. In June 
and July. 

Q. Are the sturgeon caught pretty numerously ? — A. Sturgeon are caught in 
large quantities. 

Q. Their principal market is, where? — A. The United tJtates. 

Q. You say you have made caviare of the eggs? — A. Yes. 

Q. Where is that disposed of? — A. A large portion of it is sent to Germany. I 

Q. Whether is the meat of the sturgeon, or the eggs taken from them to make 
caviare the most valuable ? — A. I should think they would be about equal. | 

Q. Could you give me an estimate as to the average weight of your sturgeon ? 
— A. I should sa}' about 40 pounds. 

Q. Could you give me an idea of the average weight of the eggs of a 40-pound ' 
sturgeon ? — About 10 pounds of eggs. 

Q. What price ])er pound do you sell it at ? — A. I should think an average price i 
for the meat would be 4J cents. Caviare prepared is worth from 15 to 20 cents a 
pound. I 
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Q. Have you laken any record of the time in which you consider it best for the 
fishermen to take up their nets ? — A. The Ist of November. 

Q. During your knowledge of fishing, have you known whitefish to bo caught 
at all in the bay? — A. We have caught whitefish in the outer bay, and might bo 
caught yet if it were not for the close season which prevents it. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of any being taken in the inner bay ? — A. I have not. 

Q. Do you know or have you heard of whitefish being caught on WhHetish 
Bar ? — A. I could not answer that. 

Q. Do you believe that the protection of whitefish during their spawning would 
be beneficial to the fisherman? — 1 think so. 

Q. Have you any remarks to make as to the size of meshes for pound-nets ? — 
A. 4-inch mesh. 

Q. Is it too large? — A. It is about the right size for whitefish ; it is too largo for 
herring; too large for blue pickerel. 

Q. Now, what size mesh would you suggest as being a fair one for the Capture 
of herriniç and blue pickerel? — A. 3-inch mesh. 

Q. Well, with regard to seines and gill-nets, will it apply the same way ? — A. It 
certainly would in gill-nets. The seines for catching herring and blue pickerel 
should be 3-inch mesh, but for catching whitefish it should be 5-inch ; uH the others 
would bo 3-inch. 

Q. What is the usual size of your whitefish ? — A. The average would be about 
2i to 3 pounds. 

Q. Have you ever made any inquiries as to the weight of the average herring 
that irt caught?— A. J to f lb. 

Q. Then have you taken any notice of the smaller whitefish? Would they be 
about the size ot your herring or blue pickerel? — A. Little larger than a herring. 

Q. Would a 3-inch mesh catch a medium size whitefish ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Are you aware that the Long Point Co.'s nets are 4-inch mesh, both in the 
pot 0Ï the pound-nets and seines? — A Yes. 

Q. Does the company fish gill-nets? — A. No. 

Q. Do you think a regular enforcement of judicious regulations as to mesh, 
and close seasons, would materially injure the fishing trade and business ? — A. It 
would injure it in the meantime, but would benefit it in the future. 

Q. Do you think that would fairly apply to the waters of Lake Erie in general 
as well as to your section ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Are you aware that pound-nets are to be closed 'and taken up at six o'clock 
Saturday and not put down before six o'clock on Monday morning? — A. Yes, 

Q. If that was carried out in its entirety, would it injuriously affect the fisher- 
men ? — A. It could not be carried out. 

Q. Why could it not be carried out ? — A. It is utterly impossible to get to the 
pound-nets at all times. 

Q. Supposing they did lift the pot on Saturday evening, would they not then 
collect the fish ? — A. They could not market them at that time. 

Q. Then they would remain in the pots over Sunday? — A. Yes. 

Q. Are fish not now left in the pots over Sunday? — A. Yes. 

Q. Could the enti-ance to the pot be closed on Saturday night so that no more 
fish would get into the pot ? — A. No. The pound-nets if they were required to be 
raised on Saturday evening and kept raised until Monday morning it would be 
wholly unprofitable to the fishermen. 

Q. At the pi^^ent time can pound-net fishing be carried on in Lake Erie with- 
out the services of a good fishing tug costing from three to four thousand dollars? — 
A. Not successfully. 

Q. What gearing is required to carry on the fishery successfully in Lake Erie? — 
A. A considerable amount of capital to carry on the business, and 10 to 20 pound-nets. 

Q. How many tugs ? — A. One tug might fish these 20 nets. 

Q. How many men for ten nets? — A. 1 would require six men. 

Q. What other gearing is necessary ? — A. Scow, pile driver, say couple of fishing 
boats, ice house, fish house and freezing house. 
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Q. What would that aggregate Id costs for 10 pound-pets? — A. Three thousand 
dollars. 

Q. A tug ? — A. Three to four thousand dollars. 

Q. Three men per annum ? — A. About $450 each. 

Q. Three men ? — A. At about $250 for the season. 

Q. Erecting a fish house and freezer? — A. A proper ice house and fish house, 
$2,000. 

Q. Cost of furnishing the ice? — A. One hundred and fifty dollars for ice, 

Q. Pile driver, scow and fish-boats? — A. One thousand dollars. 

Q. Do you think that is a reasonable outfit to carry on operations ? — A. I consider 
that a fair, reasonable outfit to carry on operations. 

Q. Do you think that a man entering upon business of that kind should receive 
protection from the Government? — A. Yes. 

Q. Do you think that the close season for whitofish could vary to suit the 
locality where the fishermen are engaged fishing? — A. Yes. 

Q. Have you entirely gone out of the fish business now, or actually employed 
in it ? — A. I suppose I might say I am engaged in it this season. I do not know how 
long I will remain in it. 



FEANK JACKSON was sworn and gave the following evidence : — 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Give your nationality ? — A. Canadian. 

Q. Occupation? — A. fisherman. 

Q. Give your residence ? — A. Port Dover. 

Q. How long have you lived here ? — A. Thirteen years. 

Q. Arc you Ibreman of the Long Point Fishing Company? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you remember at any time when this lake and bay had plenty of whitefish 
in it ? — A. Yes, about 20 years ago. 

Q. Along this shore ? — A. In the inner bay. My father caught lots of whitefish 
in th« inner bay in the olden time ; they caught them with gill-nets. 

Q. And seines ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What particular part of the bay ?— A, Most were caught in Rice Bay and 
Sturgeon Ba^'. . 

Q. What season of the year were they caught in ? — A. Tn November ; from the 
1st to the 15th the thickest. 

Q. What were they doing there ? — A. Spawning. 

Q. What did you do with them? — A. Fish were sold in barrels as a rule through- 
out the country. • 

Q. Was that a food supply for the farmei'S ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The time you speak of there were no railroads and no foreign market for 
fish. Was herring worth catching then ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. I suppose what you mean by that is that the supply of whitefish being ample 
the herring wore valueless, as the whitofish were plentiful and much better ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Would whitefish supply the market? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long have you been actually employed on Lake Erife^n this side as a 
pound-net foreman without a break up to date ? — A. Last 12 years. 

Q. What sort of fishery is it now ? — A. I should call it a herring fishery at the 
present time. 

Q. Is that caused by the other fish having been played out ? — A. Yes, sir, white- 
fish having become extinct. 

Q. What are the rough fish? — A. Blue and yellow pickerel and mullet; the staple 
fish are herring. 

Q. The commoner fish are pike, bass and maskinongé ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Herring and blue pickerel are the two principal staple fish ? — A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. What mesh are you using now ? — A. I use 4-incli mesh eztansion in pots, 
tunnels and hearts, and for leaders 7-inoh. 

Q. Can you catch herring or blue pickerel in 4-inch mesh 9 — A. No, sir, 

Q. Then you swear that it ifi impossible to catch the staple fish with the 4inch 
mesh ? — A. Tes, sir, at this end of the lake. 

Q. What size mesh would you undertake to catch blue pickerel and herring 
with ? — ^A. The biggest size that can be used is 3-inch mesh. 

Q. Will they gfll in the 3-inch mesh ? — A. Some will. 

Q. If a larger sized twine was used for that mesh would it destroy the fish ? — 
A. No, sir, they would not gill as bad. v 

Q. What size twine would you recommend so as not to gill fish in the pot Î — A. 
It should be No. 20 or 22. 

Q. How long will it be before a herring will spoil after it is dead ? — A. They 
will spoil in about 18 hours after they are dead. 

Q. What size twine do you use in your nets ? — A. I use No. 18. 

Q. What do they use in the gill-nets ? — A. I think it is 45 or 50. 

Q. Would the 4inch mesh be better for whitefish than for herring? — A. Yes, 
and would allow the small whitefish to pass through. 

Q. How many nets are you lifting in these waters ? — A. Eleven. 

Q. What plant is i*equired to do this ? — A. One tug, one scow, one pile driver, two 
boats. 

Q, What value is the tug? — A. Three thousand dollars. 

Q. How many men ? — A. Six men all told. 

Q. Could that tug be worked with two crews ? — ^A. Yes, sir, 

Q. If you were ordered to raise the pots of those pound-nets every Saturday 
night at six o'clock and keep them up over Sunday and put them down again on 
Monday morning, could you carry on that fishery? — A. It could not be done. 

Q. Would it entail Sunday labour if the law was to be enforced ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. If you had 20 pound-nets in these waters when would you require to take 
them up and house them? — A, About the middle of November, iu order to save our 
nets. 

Q. Are you now speaking of the waters inside of Long Point Island ? — A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. Are there any pound-nets used along the outside coast of Long Point ? — ^A. No, 
sir. 

Q. If you had pound-nets in the waters of Lake Erie, on that beach, when 
would you begin to take them up ? — A. About 15th of October. 

Q. Why ?— A. On account of the gales and winds. 

Q. Would this apply, in your judgment, to the fishing west of Long Point? — A. 
The farther west you go the easier you can fish 

Q. Did you ever fish west of Long Point? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How far west ? — ^A. Up to Port Bruce. 

Q. Would you take up the nets on the 15th of October if you were fishing west 
of Port Dover? — A. I would begin to take up nets on the 15th of November. 

Q. In your ownjudgment would fishing with pound-nets anywhere on Lake Erie 
after the 15th of November be unsafe? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When are the herring or whitefish in the bestcondition for market? — A. In 
October and November. 

Q. Why do you say that ? — A. Because they are hai-der and firmer. 

Q. In what condition are they as to their spawning at that time? — ^A. They do 
not spawn like whitefish, herring spawn all the year. 

Q. When do whitefish spawn? — A. From 15th October to 1st December. 

Q. How do you tell when they are spawning? — ^A. Spawn runs out of the fish 
when they are ripe. 

Q. Do you ever see the spawn running out of herring in May, June or July ? — 
A. I have seen it in June, January and February. 

Q. Particularly when ? — A. in June and February. 

Q. And what you mean by spawning is when the eggs run out without any 
force ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Have you ever known of any salmon-trout being caught here ? — A. Once in 
a while at Port Enrwell. 

Q. What might be the size of them? — ^A. Three were about 40 pounds each. 

Q. Have you any idea how it is that more are not caught? — A. I could not lell. 

Q. Do you recollect what time they were caught ? — A. Caught in 1891. 

Q. Do you know of any being caught this year ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you an idea what size whitefish would pass through a 3-inch mesh ?— 
A. About one pound whitefish. 

Q. Are you in the habit of fishing with pound-nets up as far as Port Burwell ?— 
A. Yes. 

Q. Much farther ? — A. Up above Port Burwell at a place called Silver Creek. 

Q. Is that point above the cut ? — A. About 25 miles. 

Q. With pound-nets altogether ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What have you seen caught in these nets ? — A. Sturgeon, whitefish, yellow 
and blue pickerel, herring and other coarse fish ; lots of small herring. 

Q. What is the size of the mesh of the pot of the pound-nets there ? — A. Two-inch 
extension, one-inch square. 

Q. That mesh would take almost anything? — ^A. Yes, sir; take small fish about 
6 inches long. 

Q. Have you seen smaller fish caught? — A. Those down to 4 or 6 inches would 
be gilled. 

Q. You have seen tons weight taken, you say ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Could you describe any of the small kinds of fish that were taken there? — 
A. Principally herring. 

Q. Were these herring marketable ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. What was done with them ? — A. Gave some away to the farmei-s, and the 
majority buried. These small fish would die in the act of taking them out and then 
they were buried. 

Q, Were many of them thrown into the water again? — A. None at all. 

Q. Was this a common transaction in fishing these pound nets ? — A. Quite com- 
injl890, in 1891 this destruction of small fish was the greatest, but in former yeare 
great desti-uction also took place. 

Q. Were there any small whitefish among these ? — A. Just once in a while a 
small whitefish would be taken. 

Q. Was the taking of these small fish generally in the pound-nets ? — A. Yes. 

Q. What would you consider a fair quantity in weight of these small fish that 
might be taken in the nets ? — A. I have known two or three tons of these small fish 
that would be taken out of six and seven nets. 

Q. At what time? — A. This would be in May and June; June principally. 

Q. What other kinds of young fish would be taken in the net ? — A. Young blue 
pickerel would be taken in like manner, but not so largely. 

Q. Would there be any other kinds offish ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Would there be any bass taken ? — A. Bass are not taken in the Burwell nets, 
but they are very destructive on young fish of all kinds. 

Q. Have you any idea when the bass spawn ? — A. Between the 1st and 15th of 
June. 

Q^ Do they go on the shore eailier than that ? — A. They go on as early as the 
15th of May; they run from the 15th of May to the 15th of June. 

Q. About the Americans fishing, have you any knowledge how far they come 
over towards our shore to fish?— A. American gill-net fishermen fish within six 
miles of our Canadian shore. 

Q. In what part of the lake would they be? — ^A. This would be off Clay Point 
and Long Point. 

Q. What do they fish with ? — A. With 4-inch mesh for whiiefish. 

Q. Are these fishermen in great numbers there ? — A. I have seen as many as five 
and six boats, that is, tugs and gill boats. 

Q. What would you call a gang of nets ? — ^A. Each fishing boat would have a 
gang of nets ; each gang would consist of two thousand j^ards. 
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Q. What would be the usual depth of those gill-nets? — A. Between six and 
eight feet deep. 

Q. When does this take place ? — A. Principally in June and July, following after 
v^hitetish. 

Q. Do they catch any sturgeon there ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Where do these men hail from ? — A. Fiom Erie, U.S. 

Q. Within 3'our knowledge, how long has this sort of fishing been pursued along 
the lake V — A. For the past ten years. 

Q. Do you consider this firihin«: by the Americans on the Canadian shore as 
injurious to the Canadian fishermen ? — A. Yes ; and it is also illegal. 

Q. Would Canadian fishermen be allowed to fish on the American side ? — A. 
No, sir. 

Q. Fishing in this manner, I suppose? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How do you sot pound-nets? — A. In setting pound-nets I start the leader yi 
about 16 feet of water. 

Q. In what depth of water can you set a pound-net ? — A. It has been set in 60 
feet of water, but it will not pay. 

Q. If the leader is set at 16 feet would it avoid catching small firih ?-^A. It would 
avoid catching young fish. 

Q. Are you aware of pound-nets being set without stakes at all ? — A. No, sir; 
in some cases pound-net leaders will be attached to the shore. 

Q. Whether do you consider a pound-net or a gill-net most destructive in 
catching fish ? — A. Gill-nets are more destructive to the fisheries than pound-nets. 

Q. For what reason ? — A. The pound -net fish are kept alive, whilst they die in 
the gill-uets, and after a storm, and the nets cannot be reached, the fish all die and 
are thrown away in a half-decayed state. A continuation of this destruction of fish 
would destroy the fishery. 

Q. Is the destruction of fish by gill-nets generally known outside the fisher- 
men ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know of your own knowledge whether dead and polluted matter 
would destroy a fishery ? — A. I think it would. 

Q. What distance do you think pound-nets should be set apart ? — A. A mile and 
a half at least. 



GEOEGE F. ALLEN sworn :— 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Your occupation ? — A. I am a mariner. 

Q. Whore is your residence ? — A. Port Dover. 

Q. Your nationality? — A. Scotchman. 

Q. How many years have you been engaged in the fishing business ? — A. About 
six years. 

Q. Have you been off and on a longer period than that ? — A. I have been off and 
on fishing about 15 years. 

Q. What kind of fishery are you engaged in ? — A. Fishing with gill-nets for her- 
ring and pickerel. 

Q. Do 3'ou ever catch any whitefish or salmon-trout ? — A. Have not caught any 
in my nets. 

i^. Where do you particularly fish ? — A. Chiefly in this bay, from 6 to 8 miles 
from Port Dover. 

Q. Is the description of net you use a gill-net? — A. Yes, 3 inch mesh gill-net. 

Q. Can you give mo the depth of that gill-net when it is set ? — A. It would be 
between 5 and 6 feet. 

Q. How many fathoms long ? — A. Our nets go from 80 to 100 ya]*ds in length. 

Q. Is it 3-inch mesh throughout? — A. Yes, sir. 

9 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ontario Fishery Commission. 

Q. Could you give me the number of twine you use ? — A. We use No. 60, 3 cord, 

Q. You catch nerriog, you say, principally ? — A. Yes, and perch, blue pickerel 
and other small fish. 

Q. Is your principal catch herring, blue pickerel and perch ? — ^A. Yes, sir, 

Q. Have you ever ascertained what your herring will weigh ? — A. I do not know. 

Q. When do you catch fish most plentifully ?— A. Generally in the months of 
October and November. 

Q. Do you catch them somewhat numei^ously in the months of June and July ? — 
A. Once in a while. 

What fish do you catch in June, July and August? — ^A. Principally herring. 
When is herring in the best condition ? — A. In the month of June. 

Q. Do you know that every animal, after it has produced, is more soft and 
thinner than at any other time ? — A. Yes, sir. 
f Q. When do the herring spawn ? — A. I could not give a decided answer. 

Q. When are they softest ? — A. I could not tell. 

Q. When are their bellies biggest with spawn? — A. I could not tell. 

Q. Would it be June or November ? — A. I have seen them as fjiU in June as they 
are in November, but am not prepared to say. 

Q. Where do you market your fish ? — A. All over, 

Q. What are the current prices you get for them? — ^A. We generally get from 
$1.50 to $2 a hundred for them; sometimes not as much ; sometimes maybe they go 
down to $1. 

Q. Do you think it advisable to protect them at spawning time? — A, Yes, I 
do ; 1 think it would be good. 

Q. Do you meet with much loss in fishing at times? — A. A great deal of loss. 

Q. What time of the year? — A. I meet with more losses of nets in November 
than in any other month. 

Q. Then if a month was set aside would it be better fbr you that the month of 
November should be set aside as to these losses? — A. I do not know what to say. 

Q. Are you subject to more cold then than at any other time ? — A. That is a sure 
thing. 

Q. Then you are not prepared to say if you had a choice of setting one month 
aside whether you would choose November or not ? — A. No. 

Q. How long have you lived here ? — A. Over 40 years. 

Q. Is it within your knowledge that whitefish were taken in the inner bay at 
Whitefish Bar? — A. I do not know. 

Q. Are herring scarcer now than they were several years ago? — A. Yes. 

Q. Can you give any cause for the falling off in quantity ?— A. No; I could not 
say. 

Q. And the whole of your fishing is devoted to herring and blue pickerel? — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What is the difference in the value of the herring and pickerel in your 
market? — A. 1^ to 2 cents. 

Q. Would that be in favour of the herring? — A. No. 

Q. Which do you think would be the better fish of the two for eating? — A. I 
would as soon have a herring as a pickerel. 

Q. Do you think the 3-inch mesh is the correct mesh to catch these fish ? — A. 
Yes. 

Q. Do you ever catch any whitefish in your nets ? — A. Very seldom. Get now 
and thon a whitefish, but the size would be about the size of a big herring. 

Q. During the perioii in which you have been engaged in the fishery here has 
there been any salmon-trout caught? — A. No; I never saw one caught here. 

Q. Do you know anything about the sturgeon fishery? — A. I know nothing. 
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Capt. J. S. ALLEN was Bwopn, and gave the followinsf evidence : — 
£y Mr. WHmot: 

Your occupation ? — A. Fisherman. 
Your residence ? — A. Port Dover. 

Q. Your nationality ? — A. Scotchman. 

Q. How long have you resided here? — A. 31 years. 

Q. What kind offishinç are you engaged in ? — A. Pound-net fishing. 

Q. How long have you teen carrying on this fishery? — A. 15 years. 

Q. What do you principally catch ? — A. Herring, sturgeon, pickerel, whitefish 
and bass, and other coarse fish. 

Q. Do you ever catch any salmon-trout? — A. Yery seldom. 

Q. Do 3'ou catch what they call ciscoes ? — A. No. 

Q. What particular place do you fibh in ? — A. In the county of Haldimand, in 
the township of Walpole. 

Q. Is there any particular bay that you fish in? — A. I fish in a small creek 
called Nanticoko Creek. 

Q. And do you fish with pound-nets altogether ? — A. Yes. 

Q. What size mesh do you use in the pots ? — A. 2-inch extension ; 1 inch bar. 

Q. What about the tunnels ? — A. 4J inch extension. 

Q. Hearts?— A. 4J; leader, 6 J. 

Q. How small a fish will the 2-inch pot catch ? — A. It will take a herring 6 
inches long. 

Q. Will this 6-inch fish be gilled or will it be alive ?— A. They will be gilled. 

Q. What size twine do you use? — A. Number 18 cotton twine in the pot; num- 
bers 15 and 16 in the rest of the net. 

Q. What depth water do you set your nets in ? — A. Prom 20 to 22 feet of water. 

Q. In your experience, when do you find whitefish and herring in the best con- 
dition for food? — A. Herring is in the best condition in the months of May and 
June, and in September and October. 

Q. Now, what about whitefish ? — A. The same as herring. 

Q. Where do you sell your fish ? — A. I sell principally in Canada 

Q. What may be the average value of the fish — for instance, whitefish ? — A. 
They will average 7 cents per pound. 

Q. Herring? — A. Herring will average 2 cents. 

Q. Do you catch many pickerel ? — A. Considerable pickerel — principally blue 
pickerel. 

Q. What do they average ? — A. About 4 cents. 

Q. Yellow pickerel ? — A. I sell them at 6 cents. 

Q. Other coarse fish ? — A. Two cents. 

Q. Do you catch catfish too ? — A. Very few. 

Q. Have you taken any particular notice as to the season when whitefish 
Bpawn? — A. About the first ten days in November. 

Q. What about herring ? — A. Herring spawn later. 

Q. Do you know when salmon-trout ypawn ? — A. About the same time as 
whitefish. 

Q. Have you taken any notice when the bass spawn ? — A. I think they spawn 
in June. 

Q. What about pickerel ? — A. I think the month of April. 

Q. What about catfish ? — A. I do not know. 

Q. When do you meet with the greatest loss of nets ?-^In November. 

Q. What is the average size oï your whitefish ? — A. About four pounds; white- 
fish won't spawn under two and a half pounds in weight. 

Q. Then what is the full size of the matured herring, what weight? — A. From 
3 to one pound. 

Q. Would a six-inch herring be able to spawn ? — A. 1 do not think so. 

Q. Now, have you, in your experience of fishing, seen quantities of small white- 
fish cast away ? — A. I have but very seldom. These small fish can be made market- 
able by curing in brine. I haye sold them readily in this way. 
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Q. What will Ihey bring? — A. I have sold them for 82 per hundred pounds. 
As a rule these small iish^aro not saleable when fresh. 

Q. Now what do you think about this Sunday close time? — A. It is obeyed. 

Q. Can they carry on their fishing and obey the Sunday law ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Well, how would the Sunday close time be obeyed? — A. By fishing the nets; 
but it is impossible to obe}'' the law if the nets had to be taken up, that is, every 
Saturdaj^ night and kept up until Monday morning at six o'clock. 

Q. Do you know anything about this American fishing in our waters ? — A. I 
am aware of the Americans fishing inside of the international line to wilhin six 
miles of Gull Island. 

Q. What kind of fishing implements do they fish with there? — A. With lugs, 
boats and gill-nets. 

Q. Have you any idea what quantity of net a boat would have ? — A. Each tug 
would fish twenty nets. 

Q. And twenty nets would comprise how many yards ? — A. About two hundred 
yards to each net. 

Q. What mesh do they fish ?— A. 3J to 5-inch. 

Q. The fish principally caught are what? — A. Herring, pickerel, whitefish and 
some salmon-trout. 

Q. Do you consider this fishing as an invasion upon the Canadian territory ? — 
A. I do, and therefore illegal, and the American oatch of fish in Lake Erie is 
considerably made up of fish caught in the Canadian w^atei-s. 

Q. Do you know that this sort of fishing is carried on throughout the length of 
Lake Erie? — A. This fishing, within my own knowledge, is east of Clay Point, in 
Lake Erie. 

Q. Do you believe that it would be in the interest of the fishery that the close 
season should be abolished ? — A. I think it would be desirable that a proper selected 
close season should be established. 

Q. Do you think it would pay to fish pound-nets in Lake Erie with mesh more 
than two inches ? — A. I do not. 

Q. Do you catch sturgeon ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In pound-nets ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When does the spawn flow from them freely? — A. In June. 

Q. Is it at that lime the eggs are taken to make caviare ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is the sturgeon fishery an important one with you ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Could you tell me what do you iî.et for sturgeon flesh ? — A. From 5 to 8 cents 
per pound, dressed. 

Q. What do you sell the eggs for ? — A. 18 cents per pound. 

Q. What is the usual weight of your sturgeons ? — A. About 25 to 30 pounds. 

Q. A 40-pound sturgeon would give you what quantity of eggs for caviare? — 
A. From 8 to 10 pounds of eggs. 

Q. Do you think it is advisable to have a close season for sturgeon ? — A. I do 
not. 

Q. Why ? — A. As they are only caugl;^ three months in the year. 

Q. What three months are they ? — A. June, July and August. 

Q. Are there many small ones caught? — A. A good many which should be let 
loose. 



CROSBY MORGAN, coal and lumber merchant, sworn, and replied asfollo ws : 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Your nationality ? — Canadian born. 

Q. Occupation ? — Coal merchant. 

Q. How long have you resided here? — Thirty years and upwards. 
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Q. Have j^ou been engaged in fishing in that period ? — One net in poundnet 
fishing. 

Q. Have you in a general way noticed any decrease in any of the variou.s kinds 
of fiwh in this bay? — When they first started the pound-net fishing, about 15 or 16 
yeaiN ago, they got very much larger lots of fish. 

Q. Do you mean that before then very little fishing had been done in these 
waters? — Very little fishing hatl been done previous to that. 

Q. Had there been bel'ore that time considerable gill-net fishing? — Not fora 
great many years. 

Q. Were you in this fishing business alone or in partnership ? — I was in partner- 
ship with Messrs. Ansley. Tibbetts and Stewart. 

Q. How long did you remain fishing? — A. One year. 

Q. What did you do then ? — I sold out. 

Q. Did you get your money back ? — A. Yes, little more. 

Q. Do you remember what mesh you fished with at that time?-— A. I think it 
was two inch mesh. 

Q. Can you remember what season of the year you got the most whitefish? — 
A. It was in the spring. 

Q. Where ? — A. In Long Point Bay about 7 miles, from Dover. 

Q. Did that fishery extend into Haldimand ? — A. No. 

Q. What length of fishery was it? — A. About ten miles in all. All that was 
pound-net fishing. Had three pound-nets. 

Q, During the time you were fishing how many nets had you at Long Point ? — 
A. About three nets. 

Q. What did you catch there principally? — A. Sturgeon, herring, pickerel, 
bass, a few whitefish and some coarse fish. 

Q. Can you tell me any of the best catches ofwhitefish made in these waters? — 
A. No, I cannot tell. 

Q. Do you consider it a whitefish fishery ? — A. I do not. 

Q. Do you call it a mixed fishery? — A. Principally herring fi.^^hery. Take the 
herring out of the lake and you might as well stop fishing (referring to the fishery 
in Long Point Bay). 

Q. Have you been in a position to notice the catches offish for a number of 
years from the boats coming in here ? — A. Yes. 

Q. I suppose you have followed the fishing pretty closely ? — A. Almost every 
day. 

Q. Let us know the fish that are caught here? — A. Yellow pickerel, pike, 
sturgeon, a few bass, and a small quantity of herring this year. 

Q. Whatdoyou consider a proper mesh to catch herring? — A. Well, I never had 
any experience with anything but those 2-inch mesh, I think that is about the 
right thing to catch them with. 

Q. Would not that mesh take pretty small herring? — A. Well it will take 
pretty small herring. 

Q. What do you think about the 3-inch mesh ? — A. I think it would about gill 
all the herring. 

Q. You have I suppose considerable business inland in connection with your 
(•oal? — A. Yes, do business in the next county and around. 

Q. Do you )«ttow whether a large local home traflSc could be carried on hero in 
fish ? — A. I think a large local home traffic could be carried on here. 

Q. What season of the year is most fatal in pound-net fisheries? — A. In the fall 
of the year, in the months of October and November. 

Q. When do you think the herring is in the best condition ? — A. Herring is not 
much good in the spring. 

Q. Have you an idea when herring spawn ? — A. I think I have noticed that 
you get some herring that is spawning all the time. 

Q. When is the proper time for their spawning? — A. I do not know. 

Q. Do you think that there should be a close season for herring? — A. I do not 
think so. 
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W. F. TIBBETTS sworn :— 
By Mr, Wilràot: 

^. Your occuputioD ? — A. Postmasler^ also a member Qi the Pharmaceutical 
Society. 

Q. Your nationality ?-^A. Canadian. 

Q. How long have you resided here ? — A. Twenty-five years» 

Q. Have you been engaged in the fishing at all ? — A. Yes; with Mr. ADrsley 
for some years. 

Q. What kind of fishery ?— A. Pound-net fishing. 

Q. Gill-nets ?— A. No, sir. 

Q. What description of fish ? — ^A. Principally herring. 

Q. No sturgeon ? — A. Few sturgeon. 

Q. Any whitefish? — ^A. Some; I have caught whitefish, but none lately. 

Q. Have you ever caught any salmon-trout? — A. One or two in a season. 

Q. What particular looality do you fish in ? — A. On this shore for two years, 
and at Long Point for two yeai-s, principally at Long Point Bay. 

Q. What season of the year do you catch the greatest number offish, as a rule ? — 
A. Well, there is always a î^ood ran of herring in May and in September. 

Q. Your best fishing for herring was in May ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Many in November ? — A. Well, not mach of a run. 

Q. When are these fish in their best condition ? — A. I think the herring is best 
during cold 'weather. 

Q. What ifl your idea as to their quality in May or June? — A. Bo fairly good. 
• Q. Have you any idea when they spawn ?^A, Well, I think they spawn in 
winter. 

Q. Do you think they spawn in May or June ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you think they are different from any other fish? — A. They must be 
different from any other fibh, 

Q. What particular season do you think whitefish spawn ?-^A. I think that 
varies; I think it would be at the end of November. 

Q. Do herring spawn then? — A. 1 should think so. 

Q. Where did you generialiy market your fish? — A. Generally in Hamilton, 
Toronto, and to fish dealers. 

Q. Have you any idea what quantities you caught in a season ? — A. I could not 
tell that. 

Q. The herring was the principal fish ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you notice that when you were engaged in the fish business, what part 
of the year was most unprofitable and destructive to your nets? — A. Take from 
May to December, November would be the worse month. 

Q. With regard to the mesh, what sort of mesh did you use? — A. Two inch 
extension measure, 2-inch in the poto, and 4-inch in the hearts and leader. 

Q. What is your idea as to the 3-inch mesh? — A. I think it would do very 
well. Of course it would let the little fish escape and keep the better fish in. 

Q. And as to the hearts would the 4-inch answer ? — i think so. 

Q. Do you think the 6-inch mesh for the leader would be a suitable one ? — ^A. 
It would not make much difference. 

Q. Aie black base numerous in the bay here? — A. They are not numerous by 
any means, but there are a few. 

Q. Do you know anything about speckled trout in this neighbourhood ? — ^No, 
sir; I know nothing about them. 

Q. Are you accustomed to sail about the lake and out into the Bay of Long. 
Point ? — Yes, sir. 

Q. Understand the watere thoroughly? — ^No ; not that. 

Q. Do you think it would be possible to carry on the pound-net fishing here, 
and be compelled to lift the nets QVQrj Saturday afternoon at 6 o'clock and not put 
them down until Monday morning at 6 o'clock? — A. i do not think it would be 
possible. 
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The Order in Council relating to raising pound-nets dated 20th February, 
1892, was then read. The witne:»» was asked if that portion of section 7 relating to 
pound-nets could be enforced in Lake Erie and pound-net fishing could be carried 
on. He replied I think that jou could not carry on business with any such regula- 
tions. 

Q. Do you think that it is correct to preserve all fish while they are spawning? 
— A. Yes, sir. ^ 

Q. If a close season for whitefish was established, should it commence on the 
15th of November?— tA. Yes, 

Q. During the 14 or 15 years that pound-not fishing have been carried OU; have 
the pound-nets all been loft down over Sunday? — Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you ever heard any complaint made on any quarter here ?— Never 
heard the subject mentioned here. 

Q. Have you ever heard of any Sunday fishing being carried on, on account of 
nets being left out on Sunday? — A. No. 

Q. Are you aware that when they are set in the spring of the year, that they 
are left there until the end of the season ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What would be the termination of that season ? — It depends a little on the 
weather : sometime in the month of November. 

Q. I suppuso you understand what a thoroughly efficient fishing tug is? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. How many pound-nets would such a tug be able to serve ? — A. About ten or 
twenty pound-nets. 



DAVID LOW sworn :— 

By Mr. Wilmot: 

Q. Your occupation is what, sir? — A. Fisherman. 

Q. Residence? — A. Port Dover. 

Q. What nationality do you belong to ? — A. Canadian. 

Q. How long have you been engaged fishing? — A. About 14 years. 

Q. What kind of fishing have you been eugaeed in ? — A. Pound-net fishing. 

Q. Fishing for sturgeon and other fish ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What particular waters have you fished in ? — A. In the outer and inner bay. 

Q, Do you use pound-nets altogether ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q, Have you ever fished with gill-nets ? — a. Yos, sir. 

Q. Any seines? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. But principally pound-net fishing? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What is the size of the mesh in your pound-nets ? — A. Two-inch. 

Q. What in the tunnels? — A. Four-inch. 

Q. What in the leader?— A. Six-inch. 

Q. Would the two-inch extension catch herring? — A. Yes. 

Q. Pretty small herring? — A. Yes. 

Q. Have you any idea what weight the herring would bo ? — A. About a half- 
pound herring. 

Q. When do you think the herring is in the very best condition for market? — 
A. In June they are best for eating purposes, and then again in the fall. 

Q, When are they most numerously caught? — A. About September. 

Q. What about October and November? — A. Do not get so many. 

Q. Is the fish good in June, July and August ? — A. In August they are not 
good. June and July they are best. 

Q. Where is the market for them? — A. In Hamilton, Toronto, pretty much in 
Canada. 

Q. When do yon think, the herring are spawning more fully than at any other 
time? — A. In January. 
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Q. Do you think they spawn in June at all ? — A. I think ihcy do «ome spawn- 
ing Hil the while. 

Q. Have you any idea when whitefish spawn ? — A. Whilefibh spawn in No- 
veni ber. 

Q. Have jou any idea in legaixi to the stu rgoon ?-7A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When are they principally caught? — A. In June and July. 

Q. What is dsnewith them? — A. The meat is sold fresh. 

Q. When have you ^een the spawn running from them ? — A. About July. 

Q. Have you tished on the outside of the lake ? — A. In the inside of Long 
Point. 

Q. Have you had any experience in the distribution of the fish, watching the 
sale of them that are caught? — ^A. Not a great deal. 

Q. Have you had any ? — A. Some. 

Q. Do you think the sale of fish could be largely incroat^ed locally ? — A, I 
think so. 

Q. I suppose you heard the evidence of the other witness in regard to raising 
the pound-netH e\evy Saturday night and keeping them ra sed until morning at six 
o'clock?— A. Yes. 

Q. Do you agree with him ? — A. Yes. 

Q. How long would it take to lift, wash and stow away 10 pound-nets, and lift 
the stakes with a good tug and a full slaif ? — A. Two weeks. 



JAMES LOW sworn :— 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. What is your occupation ?— A. Fisherman. 

Q. What class of nets?— A. Gill-nets. 

Q. Your residence? — A. Port Dover. 

Q. What countryman ? — A. Canadian. 

Q. How long have you been fishing ? — A. About six years with gill-nets. 

Q. Seines ? — A. Short time. 

Q. What sort of fishery do you call the outer bay of Long Point? — ^A. Herring 
fishery. 

Q. Take the herring out, and would it pay as a commercial fisheiy? — A. It 
would not. 

Q. What is the mesh, \he largest mesh that you catch herring with? — A. 
Nothing larger than 3-inch mesh. 

Q. How many months in the year do you fish for herring?— A. We fish about 
two months in the fall, and about the same in the spring. 

Q. When in the spring? — A. About May, June and July. 

Q. Have you a seine? — A. I have a dravv-net. 

Q. What do you catch with a draw-net? — A. Suckers, mullet and pike. 

Q. Any herring? — A. No. 

Q. Is the commercial fi^h of the lake deep water fish or shallow water fish? — 
A. In deep water. 

Q. Have you taken any notice of the spawning season of the herring ? — A. I 
think that in June or July. 

Q. What other times ?— A January. 

Q. What about October and November? — A. I do not think they spawn in these 
months. 

Q. When do whitefish spawn ? — A. I think about the 10th to the 15th of 
November. 

Q. Have you ever caught any sturgeon ? — A. A few. 

Q. What season of the year do you catch them principally? — A. In June and 
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Q. Do you catch them for the benefit of their meat, or for their eggs, which 
are QHed for making caviare ? — A. For their meat. 

Q. When do you gel the eggs most freely ? — A. In June. 

Q. Are you aware thattiiere is a close season for whitefish? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q, What season is that ? — A. November. 

Q. Ih fishing carried on by pound-nets in the month of November Î — A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. In the event of a inonth being set aside for spawning, and for the safety of 
the fishermen, what month would you say would be the best ? — A. I think in 
November. 

Q. What do you think ahout the Sunday close time? — A. Impossible. to carry 
out the Sunday close time with pound-nets. 

Q. Have you noticed any falling off in the quantity of herring caught now than 
there was years ago ? — A. No. 

Q. Do you think the fishing is as good now as it was ten years ago ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Are there more fish now than there was ten years ago ? — A. Yes. 

The Commission then adjourned, to meet at St. Thomas, on the 8th inst, due 
notice being given. 



No. 2.-.ST. THOMAS. 

Mr. Samuel Wilmot and Mr. Edward Harris, Fishery Commissioners appointed 
by the Dominion Government to make investigation into the fisheries of Ontario, 
met at St. Thomas, on the 8th day of November, 1892; Mr. Wilmot as chairman, 
Mr. Harris as cross-examiner, Miss Gertrude B. Howarth acting as secretary pro 
tern. 

The Commission then proceeded to take evidence. 

C. 0. BATES sworn :— 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Your residence T — A. Clear Creek. 

Q. Your occupation ? — A. Fisherman. 

Q. Your nationality ? — A. Canadian. 

Q. How long have you resided there ? — A. About six years. 

Q, You have been engaged in fishing, how long ? — ^A. For fifleen years. 

Q. What kind of fishery do you carry on ? — A. Pound-net fishery. 

Q. What kind offish do you catch?— A. All kinds. 

Q. What particular waters do you fish in ? — A. Lower part of the township of 
Houghton, 4 miles coast line. 

Q. Do you use gill-nets at all ? — ^A. Yes, but do not think it successful. 

Q. What is the size of the mesh that you use in the pound-net 7 — A. Leader 5- 
inch, heart 6-inch, tunnel 4 inch, pot 2-inch. 

Q. What is the average size fish that you catch in this pot ? — ^A. About ^Ib. 

Q. Will the fish that get in the pot, ever escape from the pot? — Yes, when 
there is a run on, the majority of the fish get away. 

Q. You foimerly caught' whitefish, what size were they? — A. About 5 inches 
in length. 

Q. Your principal catch consists of what ? — A. WlMtefish, herring, blue 
pickerel and sturgeon. 

Q. What number of salmon-trout do you catch in your pound-net? — A, Well, 
in the spring of the year, if we get one, two or three we think it quite a few, but 
have caught as high as seven in one lift. 
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Q. What average in weight will these be ? — A. About 15 lbs. 

Q. Then you do not consider that your fishery is Buccessful in catching saimon- 
trout there ? — A. No, not enough to speak of. 

Q. In your experience what months are whitefish in best condition? — A. I 
have not considered that. 

Q. Well, in their condition for eating purposes ? — A. Well, I should think the 
early and late months. 

Q. Do you think that the months of Juno and July are the best months to catch 
them for food ? — A. I think they ai-e best in April, May, June, and also in October 
and November. 

Q. When do you think herring is best? — A. Same as whitefish. 

Q. When is Rturgeon most marketable or best for food, when do you get the 
most caviare? — A. Sturgeon in June and July, and caviare is most obtainable then. 

Q. Where is your principal market? — A. Buffalo, some home consumption. 

Q. Are the prices at home as good in proportion as in Buffalo ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What is the average value per pound ? — A. Whitefish, 6 cents ; herring, 1 
cent ; pickerel, 2 cents; yellow pickerel, 4^ cents ; sturgeon, 4 cents, dressed. 

Q. At what time in your opinion do whitefish drop their eggs ? — A. I think 
November, herring, about the same time, pickerel, in the fore part of April, catfish, 
some time in June. 

Q. Do you catch many of them ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Arc they becoming quite an article of commerce? — A. I do not know much 
about them. 

Q. In what months do you receive the most damage to your neta ? — A. In 
September, and hardly feel safe after that. 

Q. Is November safe or unsafe ? — A. It is safe. 

Q. September, October, November, which is the worst ? — ^A. Of courbC as the 
cold water increases the water is heavier and has more weight with the nets. 

Q. Then you think that the later the season the danger will be greater for 
fishing, would November cover that? — A. Yes, sir; November would be the most 
serious for me. 

Q. Have you had any experience with small fish being thrown out of the nets ? 
— A. There is some times that we have to do it, but there is a great deal of talk about 
it and the cry is exaggerated. 

Q. Well, if you heard a report to the effect that a ton weight were thrown away, 
would it be exaggerated ? — A. Yes, it would be a great exaggeration, in my experience. 

Q. If 500 lbs. were thrown away, would that be a large lot? — A. Yes, sir. In 
fact 1 can say there is no fish thrown away from my net. People come and take the 
small fish away, buy them at ^ cent per lb. to smoke. 

Q. Do you take up your nets Saturday night and lay them down Monday morn- 
ing ? — A. No, I do not. 

Q. Then if the law were enforced would it be impracticable to carry out? — 
A, Well, if it would be raining or come up a blow on Saturday we could not go out. 

Q. Do the American fishermen enter in Canadian waters to fish?— A. Last 
spring there was an American tug within a mile from Canadian shore and I was 
alongside talking to them. 

Q. What description of net did they use ? — A. Gill-net. 

Q. Pishing for herring and pickerel? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did they continue this ? — A. They were in sight of our shore for several days. 

Q. Would this be in Canadian waters ? — A. Yes, not five miles out where that 
I saw them. 

Q. Did you make any objection to these men fishing alongside of you ? — A. I 
run up alongside of them and said "You people are out of your element," and they 
said they just came in to take some fish out. 

Q. Were you willing to let them do it ? — A. I was not. 

Q. Did they come over very often ? — A. Yes, in the spring. 

Q. Could you see the smoke of their tugs in the centre of the lake? — ^A. No, 
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Q. Therefore the smoke you saw would be on the Canadian side ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you say that it should be allowed so far as you are concerned as a fisher- 
man ? — A. NOf sir. 

Q. What have you to say in regard to fish being protected in their breeding 
season ? — A. Yes, I believe in protecting them. 

Q. Have you formed an estimate as to when the proper time is? — A. Whitefish 
in the month of November, herring the same, yellow and blue pickerel about the 
same time. 

Q. What about salmon-trout ? — A. I took no particular notice of them. 

Q. Do you think that it would be judicious that they should be allowed to be 
caught the year round? — A. No ; I think that there should be some way to protect 
them. 

Q. You say that if there were close season it would not affect you at all ? — ^A. 
No, not me. 

Q. What distance are your nets apart ? — A. We generally try to get them about 
one mile apart. 

Q. What distance from the shore is the nearest part of your net? — A, I can 
hardly say, but think it about a half mile. 

Q. What depth of water is it? — A. I fish from twenty to thirty-two feet. 

Q. How long is your leader? — A. They are from sixty to eighty feet. 

Q. At what depth does your leader begin ? — A. Shortest depth would be about 
fifteen feet. 

Q. Do you consider that there is anything to prevent the small fish from run- 
ning between thenhore and the lead? — A. No, there is plenty of room for them. 

Q. Do you lift many small fish in your net ? — A. No, not many. 

Q. What do you consider the principal fish of your fishery ? — A. Herring, pick- 
erel and whitefish. 

Q. Many blue pickerel ? — A. Yes, sir, but not many yellow. 

Q. Is there much demand for sturgeon ? — A. Not very much. 

Q. Would you consider it as a food supply in this country ? — A. No, I would 
not, because if the sale of sturgeon was confined to this country, we would have 
more than we could get rid of. I think it is considered more of a luxury. 

Q. Are there many sturgeon caught of a small size, say three feet and under ? — 
A. No, there is not a great many. 

Q. Do you think that it would be a good idea to throw out of the net any stur- 
geon that are three feet and under ? — A. I would like that better than close seasons 
for sturgeon. 

Q. Would it put Sunday labour on you or your men by lifting your netB Satur- 
day ? — A. Yes, it would. 

Q. Do you think that it would be in the interest of the fishing trade to prevent 
the public from purchasing fish during the close season? — A. Well, the fish dealers 
have not complained of the fish not being fit for use at any time. 

Q. Would it be right to allow fish to go on the market after spawning? — A. I 
never put them in, and they generally go off alter spawning. 

Q. Then you do think that fi^h at that stage are not as fit for food as they 
should be ? — A. Yes, I agree with that. 

Q. Do you say that your pound-net pot is 2-inch ? — A. Yes, that is a square inch 
pot. 

Q. Could a half-pound fish get out of an inch bar? — A. No, I do not think so. 

Q. Would a quarter-pound fish get out ? — A. Yes, I think it would. 

Q. Would a quarter or half-grown herring pass through an inch bar? — A. No, 
I do not think a half-grown herring would. 

Q. Would a half-grown whitefish be about the size of a full grown herring? — 
A. Yes. 

Q. Are these fish taken in any considerable number from the nets ? — A. No, 
not in any great numbers. 

Q. As a half-grown whitefish is not capable of reproducing its kind, don't you 
think there is propriety for establishing a regulation preventing catching them ?— 
A. Yee, sir. 
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Q. What is the average weight of blae pickerel ? — A. About the 8ize of a 
herring. 

Q, Does the 2-inch mesh confine them in the pot ot the net? — A. Yes, sir, 
they both take about the same size mesh, the blue pickerel being round consequentlj 
weigh more. 

Q. Aie pound-nets better for «aving fish? — A. Well, if we gill the fish in the 
pound-nets, they would soon die. They will not live very long after being gilled. 

Q. Could there be u more judicious mosh used than 2-inch extension ? — A./ 
No ; I do not think there could be. 



WM. CUDNEY sworn :— 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Your residence? — A. Port Burwell. 

Q. Your nationality ? — A. Canadian. 

Q. Are you a practical fisherman or a dealer ? — A. Fisherman. 

Q. How long have you been engaged in this work? — A. About seven years. 

Q. What description of fishery are you engaged in ? — A. Pound-net fishery. 

Q. What kinds of fish do you generally catch? — A. Sturgeon, whitefisb, blue 
pickerel and coarse fish. 

Q. Do you catch any salmon-trout ?— A. Very few. Those caught are good, 
average flbout 30 pounds. 

Q. What particular part of the lake do you fish in ? — A. From lot 10, Bayham 
to lot 27, Malahide. 

Q. What size of mesh do you use? — A. Leader 6-inch, pot 2-inch, heart 5-inch 
and tunnel 4-inch. 

Q. Will a pound fish get through your pot? — A. No. 

Q. Will the pot hold all fish under a pound? — A. Oh, no. 

Q. What size will get out? — A. Quite a good size fish will go^ut of a 2-iDch 
pot. 

Q. What do you call small ? — A. Those weighing about J to J pound. 

Q. Do you find any difference as to the sale of your fish as to the months? — 
A. No. 

Q. Are they any better one month more than another ? — A. I think they are 
about the same all through. I have never noticed any difference in them. 

Q. Where is your market ? — ^A. Buffalo, and a few for local trade. 

Q. What kinds of fish principally in the local trade? — A. The Canadians get 
the best fish. 

Q. Is the value of these fish that you sell to the Buffalo dealers, the same as 
to the others ? — A. Yes, the same. 

Q. Have yon noticed ^hen whitefish are prepared to spawn ? — A. Well, no, not 
particularly ; whitefish spawn in November more than in October, herring in Nov- 
ember. 

Q. Do you believe that whitefish spawn all the year round ? — A. No. 

'Q, What months do you ri. Ve the most damage to your nets by storm ? — A. 
In November and October 

Q. Do you think Sunday closv. «ne impracticable to keep ? — A. There is no way 
that 1 know of, if a storm comes on, that will be safe. 

Q. Would it be injurious to the fishery to use a 3-inch mesh? — A. Yes, I think 
it would be, it would be useless. 

Q. Do you know anything about the Americans fishing in our waters ? — ^A. No, 
I do not. 

Q. Do you think that it would be well to have proper close season for the pi-e- 
servation of the fish 7 — A. There is no doubt that the close season increases them if 
observed in the proper time. 
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Q. If the close season were set aside in October, what then? — A. November 
would be the best; I do not think that whitefish spawn in October. 

Q. When do you commence putting down your pound-nets? — A. About the 15th 
of May. 

Q. Keeping them down until when? — A. First of November. 

Q. Do you do any pound-net fishing after the 1st of November? — A. Probably 
two or three days. * 

Q. Do you think that it is unsafe to keep the nets down after the first of Nov- 
ember ? — A. Yes, I do. 

Q. What is the earliest that you can put down your pound-nets ? — A. About 
the last of April. 

Q. How many nets have you? — A. I have five nets. 

Q. How long does it take to set them out? — A. A set of stakes a day, will have 
the five nets out by the 15th of May. 

Q. As soon as each net is in do you begin to fish it? — A. Yes, sir. 



A. C. BROWN sworn :— 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Your residence? — A. Port Stanley. 

Q. Your occupation ? — A. A fisherman. 

Q. For what length of time ?— A. About 16 years. 

Q. Your nationality ?— A. Cauadian. 

Q. What kind of fishery are you engaged in ? — A. Pound-nets altogether. 

Q. What kind offish do you catch in your pound-nets? — A. Herring, blue pick- 
erel, whitofish, sturgeon and a few coarse fish. 

Q. What particular watera do you fish in ? — A. Upper part of Yarmouth and 
South wold. 

Q. What is the limit of your fishery? — A. About 8 or 9 miles. 

Q. How many nets? — A. Five nets. 

Q. All pound-nets ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you ever use gill-nets or drop-net ? — A. Gill-nets a few years ago but not 
lately, never drop-net, formerly a seine. 

Q. What description offish do you catch in your seine? — A. Assorted fish of 
various kinds. 

Q. What was the size of the mesh? — Â. 2^-inch bags and 3-inch wings. 

Q. What is the size of the mesh in your pound-nets? — A. Pot 2-inch, tunnel 4- 
inch, leader 6-inch. 

Q. Do you find this the best? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What size fish will escape out of the 2-inch mesh in the pot ? — A. :^-pound 
herring will pass through. 

Q. What about the olue pickerel ? — A. Some will get out. 

Q. Would a blue pickerel pass through a mesh that a herring would ? — A. I 
think so, their bodies are about the same. 

Q. Would a pound herring or f-pound pickerel pass through the same mesh ? — 
A. No, I hardly think they would. 

Q. Would the catch which you heard Mr. Emery speak of be your average 
catch? — A. His is greater than mine, although mine are very good. 

Q. Have you taken any notice when whitefish are best for food? — A. Well, 
I should think in the spring of the year, May and June. 

Q. When are herring? — A. I have had no experience as to them. 

Q. What about blue pickerel ? — A. In September and October they are best. 

Q. Give me your opinion why you think they are better then than in any other 
time? — A. Well, they are fatter and better. 
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Q. What is the value of the fish that you sell? — A. Whitefish, 5 cents, herring, 
1 cent, blue pickerel, 2 cents, yellow pickerel, 4J cents. 

Q. During your fifteen years' fishing, what conclusion have you come to in re- 
gard to the real spawning time of fish ? — ^A. Whitefish latter part of November, 
herring about same time, blue pickerel in April. 

Q. Do you know anything about sturgeon ? — A. I do not get more than two 
or three in a season. 

Q. Bass, do you know anything about them ? — A. No, I catch very few of them, 
but have heard that they spawn in the same time of the year as the pickerel. 

Q. When have you had the most losses to your nets ? — A. November is the most 
dangerous to fishermen. 

Q. Do you catch many small fish ? — A. A few, not many. 

Q. What do you mean by many? — A. It is a rare thing to ^ave 100 pounds, 
once in a while 500 pounds. 

Q. What do you do with them ? — A. We sell most of them for home consumption. 

Q. Have you ever buried them or destroyed them ? — A, Yes, not many, very few, 
not more than half a ton in a whole season. 

Q. In having these young fish in your net, how do you get them out ? — A. Scoop 
them out. 

Q. Do they ever pass through the meshes ? — A. Some of them do. 

Q. Are they ever injured in squeezing through ? — A. Not unless they are too 
large. 

Q. Keeping the Sunday close time, how would this afl^ect you as fisherman ?— 
A. I think it would be impracticable for me to do it. 

Q. About the American fishermen, have you noticed anything with regard to 
this statement, that the Americans fish in the middle of the lake or near our shore? 
— A. No, I have not. 

Q. Is it prudent to have close seasons for the fish at spawning time ? — Yes, I 
think it is right. 

Q, When do you generally commence fishing your pound -nets? — A. First of 
May. 

Q. How long do you fish ? — A. Until the middle of November. 

Q. Are the blue pickerel on the increase or decrease ? — A. I think they are on 
the decrease. 

Q. Do they grow as large as pike ? — A. No, I do not think so. 

Q. What do you consider the average size of blue pickerel ? — A. About 1 pound, 

Q. What is the largest size mesh with which you can catch fish of 1 pound ? — k. 
With about 2-inch mesh, 3-iuch would gill them, but |-pound would go through. 

Q. Do the blue pickerel follow the runs of the whitefish for food ?-=-A. I could 
not say, they mostly run by themselves. 

Q. What month are they most plentiful ? — A. The heaviest catches are in 
October. 

Q. Do you catch many sturgeon ? — A. Not very many, but do catch some in 
the pound-nets. 

Q. When do you find the sturgeon most freely in spawn ? — A. Well, I never 
noticed. 

Q. What is the size of them ? — A. Live weight, I think, they would average abont 
60 pounds, 35 to 40 pounds dressed. 

Q. What quantity of egg* would you got from a 60-pound fish? — A. From 10 
to 20 pounds of eggs. 

Q. Are they not worth more at some seasons than at others ? — A. Same value 
at any time of the season. 

Q. What is the price of the meat, dressed ? — A. Four cents to five cents a pound. 

Q. What are the eggs worth ? — A. Fifteen cents per pound. 
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WILLIAM EMERY sworn :— 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Your occupation ? — A. A fisherman. 

Q. For how long ? — ^A. About seven years. 

Q. Native of this country? — A. Yes» sir. 

Q. What kind of fishery ? — A. Wholly pound-nel, had a gill-net license but 
found it did not pay. 

Q. What principal fish do you catch ? — A. Blue pickerel, whitefish, sturgeon 
and some coaise fish. 

Q. Where is your fishery? — A. From the township of Bayham, lot 12 to 13. 

Q. What is the size of the mesh ?— A, 2inch, 4-inch, 7-inch. 

Q. What time do you find that the whitefish are best ? — A. May and June. 

Q. What with regard to herring? — A. I have noticed no diflFerence, in the time 
of the year. • 

Q. What about blue pickerel ? — ^A. Some think for the whole season. 

Q. Do you eVer get any salmon-trout ? — A, Very few. 

Q. Is your market Buffalo ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you have any local market ? — A. Peddlers take sonie of these in the 
interior towns. • 

Q. Do you ship any of your fish to Montreal ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Are your principal shipments to Buffalo? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are the prices obtainable the same as given by the other gentlemen ? — A. 
Yes. 

Q. Have you made any observation a» to when the true spawning season for 
whitefish may be ? — A. Well, I am not a practical fisherman, but my observations 
are that whitefish spawn in November, herring the same, blue pickerel in the spring, 
I think April and May. 

Q. What about bass ? — A. I do not know. 

Q. When are fishermen in most danger as to their nets being lost? — A. October 
and November, principally November. 

Q. Are you the owner of the nets ? — A. I have a certain number of licenses. 

Q, Do you notice many small whitefish at the time the nets are taken up? — A. 
Yes, sometimes, but of late years we have not caught many whitefish, but about four 
years ago we did. 

Q. In what proportion have you caught small or young blue pickerel to white- 
fish ? — A. More blue pickerel. 

Q. What size would they be ? — A. From J to J pound. 

Q. Would one pound be about the full average of these fish ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are your small fish saleable ?r-A. We sell them at reduced prices. 

Q. Can you sell them to United States markets ? — A. No, only local use. 

Q. Can you give me any idea why thoy do not take them abroad with the larger 
fish ? — A. Buffalo only take them from J pound up. 

Q. The Sunday close time, would it be impractical to keep'? — ^A. I think it 
would. 

Q. You do not put it in the sti-ong light, that it would be impracticable to carry 
on the fishery ? — A. Well, it would injure the fishing interest. 

Q. From your own observation, do you know if there is any American fishing 
done in our waters ? — A. I have heard of American fishermen boast of their catch- 
ing fish in Canadian waters. 

Q. With what machinery has it been carried on? — A. Tugs and gill-net. 

Q. Has there been any objection made to it by the authorities? — A. It is car- 
ried on more particularly in Mr. Sharp's part, about Long Point. 

Q. Are you a believer that protection should be given fish in regard to the fish- 
eries? — A. Yes, at proper times, and judiciously chosen. 

Q. Is any fishing done in November and December? — A. Sometimes in 
November. 
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Q. What aboat fish hatcheries ? — A. I think fish hatcheries should be encoaraged 
by the Government for the people, by the Government. 

Q. Should sturgeon be the principal fish bred ? — ^A. Yes, because they are very 
valuable fish. 

Q. Are the fishery laws enforced by the guardians ?— A. I think that they have 
too much to look after ; Mr. Sharp having about forty miles along the lake, and 
very much unpaid for what he does. 

Q. Could this duty be attended to without some proper lake craft along the 
shore ? — A. No, so far as the American fishermen are concerned, and I might say 
here, that it is believed that all descriptions of fish are sold to these American tags 
direct from the nets. 

Q. Would the close season for whitefish and herring, beginning the first of 
November, be considered by fishermen as beneficial in Lake Brie ? — A. Yes, for our 
locality. 

Q. In what months do you catch the greatest number of blue pickerel ? — ^A. In 
Oôtober. 

Q. Are you aware that most fish live upon one another ? — A. Yes, we consider 
that they prey upon each other. 

Q. Have you ever heard of blue pickerel being caught in any great numbers 
exéept in pound-nets? — A. No, I have not, 

Q. Do those fish form a large food supply since pound-nets have been used? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Do they not catch them in gill-nets ? — A. Yes, they do sometimes. 



WM. EMEBY, re-examined, sworn : — Says in replv to the question, " What is 
done with the small fish ?" I answered, *^ They were sold." I wish to add that when 
we have an extremely large catch, we sometimes get more than can be sold of small 
fish, and then we usually allow the people to take the small fish ; if they do not take 
them all, the balance are buried with the offal. 

By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. What would you call a good quantity of small fish ?*— A. We sometimes get 
one-half or three-quarters of a ton, according to the catch of larger fish. 

Q. What kinds offish are they? — A. Principally blue pickerel and herring, no 
other kind. 

Q. Do you sometimes catch some young whitefish ? — A. Some three or four 
years ago we did, but not lately. 

Q. What quantities of these ? — A. One-half to three-quarters of a ton weight 
might be buried, probably half a ton sometimes. 

Q. Do you ever get such a stock of what you call marketable fish and then be 
compelled to throw them away ? — A. Yes, some five or six years ago these small 
fish came with the larger fish, notably the sturgeon. Since then we have a freezer, 
and we utilize all the fish. 

Di!ii(«Q> What do you mean by those fish that are not marketable ? — A. Small fish, I 
mean. 

Q. Would you kindly tell me what you would call a large catch of blue 
pickerel at the proper season of the year, what would be a moderate quantity ? — 
A. Twelve tons, out of four nets in one day, between the 18th and 25th of October, 
1892. 

Q. What description would these be ? — A. Principally blue pickerel, and a few 
whitefish, there might be a few sturgeon. 

Q. What about herring? — A. None, but in June, 1891, we had a small run of 
herring. 

\ilV Q. Are they caught numerously at times ? — A. We caught 29 tons in four days 
with 12 nets, although hernng fishing is very good in October sometimes. 
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Q. When are pickerel caught? — A. In May and Jane, but this October has 
been an exception to that. 

Q. When is usually your best run of whitefish? — A. Generally the latter end 
of May and June. 

Q. At the time of these large catches, did you find it difficult to dispose of your 
fish? — A. -Yes, the market was blocked. 

Q. Then what did you do with them ? — A. We telegraphed to other points. 

Q. How many fish nets have you ? — A. I have four nets. 

Q. If you had double the number would you be compelled to dispose of all the 
fish to other dealers ? — A. Yes, I think so, the same with the other dealers, as 
Buffalo could not freeze them as fast as they came in. 

Q. Do the Americans fish more extensivelj^ on the other side than we do here ? 
— A. Much more extensively, but not with the single netas in Canada. 

Q. What number of pots (or ponds) to each leader ? — ;A. They are not entitled to 
more than one. 

Q. Have you any special knowledge as to the habits of black bass? — A. No, I 
have not. 

Q. Then they are not fish that live along these shores ? — A. No, I do not catch 
more than ^ ton in a season. " 

Q. Would the average size of blue pickerel that feed upon the small fish 
pass through a 3^inch mesh ? — A. Yes. 

Q. What would you call an average size pickerel ? — A. About 1 lb. 

Q. If you have a larger mesh than that, would many of the small fish be gilled? 
— A. Yes, I think so. 

Q. Do you frequently lift your nets without catching many fish? — A. Very 
often we have small catches. 

Q. In what months would that bo ? — A. Latter part of July and August. 

Q. Which are the best months ? — A. Best catches in May and June, September 
and October, including all kinds of fish. 



DANIEL LANG sworn :— 
By Mr. Wilmot: 

Q. Your residence ? — A. Township of Albo rough. 

Q. Your nationality ? — A. Canadian. 

Q. Your occupation ? — A. A fisherman. 

Q. How long nave you been engaged in this work? — A. About seven or eight 
years. 

Q. What kind of fishery have you ? — A. Pound-net fishery. 

Q. You catch the same kind of fish as the rest ? — A. Yes, herring principally. 

Q. WHatpartof the locality do you fish in? — A. Twenty miles west of here 
with two miles front. 

Q. What is the size of your mesh ? — ^A. Pot 2-inch, tunnel and heart 4-inch, 
and leader 7-inch. 

Q. Have you noticed any part of the year in which the fish are in the best con- 
dition? — A. From deep water the}^ are always better during June and July, 

Q. Where is your market? — A. One-half sold in this country, and Detroit sell in 
quantities. 

Q. What prices do you get for whitefish in Detroit ? — A. Never lower than 5 
cents and sometimes over. 

Q. For blue pickerel ? — A. 4^ cents, second class 2 cents, yellow 4^ cents. 

Q. For sturgeon ? — A. 4^^ cents, sometimes 4^ cents. 

Q. When do you think the sturgeon spawn ? — A. I have not the least idea. 

Q. Have you made any observation as to whitefish ? — A. Yos, sir, from about 
the 10th of November until December. 
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Q. When would be the heat of their spawning? — ^A. Prom the 10th to the 20th 
of this month. (November.) 

Q. What about herring ? — A. About the latter end of November to January. 

Q. What about pickerel? — A. We get very little pickerel in thé spring, but have 
seen them spawn in April. 

Q. In what particular part of the year do you receive the most injury to your 
nets ? — A. The latter part of October and November are supposed to be the worst. 

Q. What about small immature fish ? — ^A. I have caught nundreds of them. 

Q. What kind would they be? — A. Principally herring. 

Q. How does this apply to whitefish? — ^A. About four years ago we caught 
quite a number of them, but not since then. 

Q. When thrown out of the pot do they live ? — A. Yes, if not injured. 

Q. Have you ever seen any quantities of these young herring caught and buried 
because they are not saleable ? — A. No, I never have. 

Q. What do you think about the Sunday close time ? — A. It cannot be done 
at all 

Q. What about Americans fishing in our waters? — A. I never knew anything 
about it. 

Q. How far is the American coast from you ? — A. About 60 miles. The widest 
part of the lake. 

Q. Do you think it will be to the interest of the fisheries that close season should 
be established ? — A. No, I do Àot think so. 

Q. When do you put out your pound^nets, as a rule ? — A. About the 12th of 
April. 

Q. And fish until when ? — A. Until the latter part of July, and from September 
until we cannot fish. 

Q. Have you any experience in the salt water fishing ? — A. I was raised among it. 

Q. Do fresh water fish require more careful handling? — A. Yes, I think so, as 
they are softer. 

Q. Do you think it is possible to use gill netting with success ? — A. No, I do 
not think so. It would be of no use to us. 

Q. Does gill netting cause a great waste of fish ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. But there is no gill-net fishing carried on here, is there? — A, No, sir, it was 
tried but it proved a failure. 

Q. Will the public get a better class of fish from the pound-net fisheries than 
from the ^ill-net ? — A. Certainly they will. 

Q. Do dealera ask the difference in making the bargain before seeing the fish ? 
— A. Certainly they will, preferring the pound-net fishing. 



WM. BACKHOUSE sworn :— 
By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. Your residence? — A. Port Burwell, township of Bayham. 

Q. Your nationality ? — A. Canadian. 

Q. How long have you been engaged in this business ? — A. Six years. 

Q. What description of fishery are you enga^d in ? — A. Wholly pound-net. 

Q. What description of fish are you in the habit of getting? — ^A. Whitefish, 
blue pickerel, herring and sturgeon. 

Q. Other fish would be bass, yellow pickerel and pike. Coarse fish would be 
catfish, mullets and suckers? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you catch any salmon-trout? — A. Perhaps three or four in a season. 

Q. Where are your particular waters for fiehing? — A. Those bordering on the 
township of Houghton, from Lot 1 to Lot 15 or 17, 1 would not be sure which. 

Q. What is the size of the mesh in you net? — A. Pot 2-înch, tunnel and heart 
4-inch, leader 7-inch. 
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Q. Do you catch many email fish ? — A. Not in proportion to large full grown 
ones. 

Q. These small fish consist of what? — A. Mostly herring. 

Q. Any whitefish? — A. Very few, but a few blue pickerel and a few sturgeon, 
in proportion to the other fish. 

Q. What would be the size of iho whitefish ? — A. A small whitefish would be 
about 1 pound, and under. 

Q. And the size of herring? — A. A small herring would be -perhaps J pound 
and less. 

Q. And they do not get through the meshes ? — A. Well, they do not get through, 
but tbey are scooped in with the other fish. When they are scooped means that 
they are dead. 

Q. Have you anything to say as to when whitefish are in prime condition ? — 
A. In the spring of the year, in May and June. 

Q. When do you think herring are in best condition ? — A. In August, from May 
to November and December. 

Q. Are your markets principally in the United States? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you ever attempted to make a home market for them?r— A. I have 
never looked for that, not being situated on the railway we cannot well make a 
home market. • 

Q. What prices do yo.u get? — A. Whitefish, 5cts.; herring, 1 ct.; yellow 
pickerel, 4^ cts. ; sturgeon, 4 cts. 

Q. Have you taken any observation as to when whitefish spawn ? — ^A. The latter 
part of November. 

Q. Do the herring about the same time? — A. Yes, sir, never the whole year 
round. 

Q. Any in June ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. When do the blue pickerel spawn ? — A. In March and A,pril. 

Q. Do the yellow pickerel spawn at same time ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When do bass spawn ? — A. I can say very little about them, as we catch very 
few of them. ^ 

Q. What about sturgeon ? — A. Nearly all the year round, generally in July and 
August. 

Q. When do you find it most profitable to gather these eggs ? — A. In June, July 
and August. 

Q. Then the eggs to make the caviare are separated from the ovaries ? 

Q. What is the average size sturgeon that you catch ? — A. About 30 lbs. 

Q. About 12 lbs. roe ?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What would be the value of the fish per pound ? — A. 4 cts. to 5 cts. 

Q. What the value of the eggs ?— A. 15 cts. to 20 cts. 

Q. Then the value of the flesh is less than the eggs ? — A. Yes, of the sturgeon. 

Q. Have you formed any opinion as to what months your nets are in more danger 
than at others ? — A. Fall months, October and November. It does not pay to fish in 
November. 

Q. Is it impracticable to carry out the law of closing pound-nets on Sunday ? — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the Americans fishing in our waters? — ^A. Yes, 
air, I have noticed the smoke of tugs when fishing with gill-nets. 

Q. Have you ever seen the gill- nets? — A. No, but from information obtained, 
Americans fish from 4 to 5 miles from our shore during the whole season. 

Q. Then you think that this has been done continuously? — ^A. Yes, for several 
years past. 

Q. Has there been any effort made on the part of the officer to prevent this? — 
A. No. The only way to stop it is to have a Government steam tug or cruiser. 

Q. And you think this is pretty general ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Give width of lake there? — A. About 60 miles. 

Q. Do vou think it desirable to retain the close seasons for the benefit of the 
fishermen for fish ? — ^A. Yes, sir, for yellow and blue pickerel, whitefish and 
sal mon- trout. 
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Q. Do you ibink certain limits for spawning shoald be set apart? — ^A. I think 
that certain parts of the lake should be reserved for spawning. 

Q. If these real spawning times were established, do you think that it would be 
well to set them aside ? — A. Yes, sir, I think so. I would say also that artificial pro- 
tection should be given fish on the part of the Government, particularly such fish as 
"whitefish, salmon-trout, pickerel and sturgeon. 

Q. Are salmpn-trout of any moment in this lake at all ? — ^A. Very few ever 
caught, sir. 

Q. Is it impracticable to make a pound-net mesh smaller than 2-inch? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. What is the proportion of whitefish in regard to proportion of other fish ?— 
A. Well, herring would be about one to sixteen in value of whitefish, the proportion 
of blue pickerel and whitefish thirty to one as to value. 

Q. Then this lake is more notable for herring and blue pickerel ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How many nets have you, and how far apart ? — A. Four nets, about one mile 
apart. 

Q. How far from the shore ? — A. An average of fifteen feet, all being clear from 
that to the shore. 

Q. Have you ever heard of any obstructions being laid ? — A., No, sir. 

Q. Is there no way that they could be lifted from Saturday to Monday ? — A. I 
do not know. The only way thai it could be done that I know of would be to fasten 
the leader to a stake. 

Q. If you were to lift the nets would it entail any more work on your men? — 
A. Yes, it would if there were any amount offish lifted. 

Q. Do most of them follow any other trade? — A. No, they follow fishing as a 
business. 

Q. Do blue pickerel ever grow to as large a size as the yellow? — A. No, I do 
not think so, average size is about 1 lb. for blue pickerel. 



HENE Y SWAN sworn :— , 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Your residence ? — A. Port Burwel!. 

Q. Your occupation ? — A. Fisherman. 

Q. How long have you been engaged in this business? — A. Six or seven years. 

Q. Your nationality? — A. Canadian. 

Q. What kind of fishery have you ? — A. Pound-net fishery only, 

Q. Catch what kinds of fish? — A. Pickerel, whitefish, sturgeon, herring, bass 
and other coarse fish. 

Q. Ever catch any salmon-trout? — A. Very few. 

Q. What is the limit of your fishery ? — A. Walsingham. 

Q. Do you corroborate the size of the mesh ? — A. Yes, sir ; pound-net, pot 2- 
inch, tunnel 4-inch, leader 7-inch. 

Q. Have you ever taken any observation as to what months the fish are in the 
best condition ? — A. No, I have not. 

Q. Where do you market your fish ? — A. Buffalo. 

Q. What is the value of the fish that you sell at Buffalo? — A. About same aa 
has been quoted. 

Q. Can you give me any information as to when whitefish spawn? — ^A. Yes^ in 
the latter part of October and November. 

Q. What about herring ? — A. About same time. 

Q. What about blue pickerei? — A. About April. 

Q. Would that cover the yellow pickerel as well ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What about the bass family? — A. Most caught in the fall of the year. They 
are a spring spawning fish. 
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Q. Do you ever catch any maskioonge ? — A. Very seldom. 

Q. Do you catch a good many perch. When do they spawn ? — A. In June. 

Q. When would be the most dangerous time of year for fishing nets ? — ^A. 
October and November, on account of the inclemency of ihe weather. 

Q. Do you catch any 8mall fish ? — A. Yes, some small ones. 

Q. What kind ? — A. Small herring and pickerel. 

Q. What about whitefish ? — ^A. This season we have caught very few. 

Q. What is done with these small herring and pickerel ? — A. We sell them at 
reduced prices. 

Q. Would it be impracticable for the fishermen to lift their nets for the Sunday 
close time ? — ^A. I do not see bow it could be made practical. 

Q. Do you koow anything of the Americans hshing in Canadian waters? — A. 
T have seen American tugs lying oft* four or five miles in the lake. 

Q. Would they be there for carrying traffic down the lake or for fishing pur- 
poses ? — A. For fishing purposes, I have understood. 

Q. Have you seen them ? — A. I have seen them there and was told that they 
were there for that pi^pose. 

Q. Then you think that they were fishing there ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. With gill-nets ?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are these tugs numerous ? — A. Yes, we see them frequently. 

Q. How wide is the lake from there ? — A, About fifty miles. 

Q. About how far from the shore could these tugs be seen ? — A. About eight or 
ten miles. 

Q, Is it your wish that this innovation should be prevented ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you think that the present staff of officers could prevent it? — A. Not 
unless they had a steam-boat. 

Q. Who is your fishery officer here ? — ^A. Mr. Sharp. 

Q. He lives about two miles from the lake shore, does he not ? — ^A. Yes. 

Q. Do you think a close season to be of no interest to fishermen and fisheries? — 
A. No, J do not think so, as it does benefit them. 

Q. Is pound-net fishing carried on from the opening of the season to the closing ? 
— ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would a larger mesh than a 2-inch pot make it impracticable to catch the 
fish ? — Yes, sir, it would be injurious to the fish and the fisheries, as it would kill too 
many fish and interfere with the profits. 



Capt. JOHN ELLISON sworn :— 

By Mr. Wilmot: 

Q. Your residence ? — A. Port Stanley. 

Q. Your occupation ? — A. Fisherman for sixteen years. 

Q. Your nationality? — A. Canadian; 

Q. What description of fishery have you? — A. Pound-nets altogether, 

Q. Where is your fishery? — A. Opposite the townships of Southwold and 
Al borough. 

Q. What extent does it cover ? — A. Ten miles, with nine nets ; five nets of my 
own and four purchased. 

Q. What are the measurements? — A. Pot 2-inch, tunnel 4-inch, heart, 5-inch, 
. and leader 6 and 7-inch. 

Q. What kind do you catch ? A. Principally herring. 

Q. Any blue pickerel ? — A. Occasionally. 

Q. What do you do in the whitefish line? — A. Quite a number in the spring, 
very few in the fall. 

Q. What is the average weight of the whitefish that you get ? — ^A. Four pounds 
average, have caught 20 lbs., frequently 15 to 16 lbs. 
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Q. Havo you taken any observation as to when fish are in better condition than 
others? — A. Whitefish in the spring:. 

Q. Do you catch any sturgeon ? — A. Very few. 

Q. Are your prices the same as Buffalo prices? — A. Mine are all home con- 
sumption. Whitefish, 6 cents; herring, about IJ to IJ cents; blue pickerel, 2 cents. 

Q. At what time of the year is whitefish most ripe for spawning ? — A. Prom 
the 15th to 20th of November. 

Q. What about herring ? — A. Somewhat later until January. 

Q. What about blue pickerel ? — A. About April. 

Q. And sturgeon ? — A. I do not know. 

Q. Still you sell their eggs ? — A. Yes, sii-, 

Q. Any catfish ? — A. Not very often. 

Q. What months are most dangerous for the nets ? — A. November. 

Q. How far do you fish from Port Stanley? — A. From twelve to thirty miles. 

Q. Do you catch many small fish ? — A. Very seldom, catch some less than l^ 
pounds. 

Q. What size fish would pass through your mesh ? — A. Nothing less than J 
pound. 

Q. You sometimes catch these small fish ? — A. Sometimes. In the run last 
year some, and four years ago we caught some, but not since. 

Q. About what size would they be ? — A. From J to IJ pound. 

Q. What are done with them, could you sell them all ? — A. Well, I throw them 
back. 

Q. What about Sunday service law ? — A. It would be impracticable to lift our 
nets. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of Americans fishing in our waters ? — A. Yes, sir, 
they do. Within twenty miles of Port Stanley. 

Q. How wide is it across from Port Stanley ? — A. About sixty miles. 

Q. Have you seen them fishing there yourself? — A. I have seen them fishing 
with gill-nets and tugs. / 

Q. To what extent have you seen them fishing there? — A. For about one week, 
when going to Cleveland I have noticed them fishing in our waters. 

Q. Have you good opportunities for seeing them ? — A. I have good chance to 
see them as I pass along on my route. 

Q. Do you think that it should be allowed? — A. No, I do not. 

Q. Do you believe that it is judicious to establish proper close season for the 
benefit of the fisheries? — A. Yes, 1 do, especially for the whitefish. 

Q. You think whitefish in particular ? — A. Yes, sir, I do. 

Q. What do J^ou consider a fair catch for the pound-nets ? — A. One-half ton to 
two tons, average catch is from 1^ tons to 5 tons in June and July, taking in all 
kinds offish. 

Q. How far are your nets apart? — ^A. (I fish some of my nets in a string.) 
About half a mile apart. 

Q. In what de)»th of water? — A. Twenty-eight, thirty, and thirty-two feet. 

Q About how far is the pot of your net from the shore? — A. About 200 yards 
from the shore in my locality. 

Q. Do you think that the fish have a through passage between the shore and 
the net? — A. Yes, sir, I do. 

Q. Do you waste any small fish in your nets ? — ^A. No, I do not, I tell them to 
throw out the small fish to save their lives. 

Q. Do you set out your nets to catch the large full-grown fish ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you regard the appearance of small fish as a nuisance and a trouble, your 
object is to obviate it as far as possible ? — A. Most decidedly. 

Q. If the small fish were marketable, would you be willing to catch them ? — A. 
1 think all small fish should be saved, not caught. 

Q. Have you a tug ? — A. 1 have two of them. 

Q. What do they cost ?— A. One cost me $12,000, the other $3,000. 

Q. What would be the average cost of a tug ? — ^A. About $4,000. 
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Q. What does a lifting-boat cost? — A. About $100. A scow about $100, a pile 
driver, with steam power, is worth $150, $100 is a fair estimate, stake driver cost 
$50, a good pound-net set in the water is worth $350. 

Q. How many nets have you ? — A. Nine nets. 

Q. Then for running these nets how many men ? — ^A. About ten or twelve men 
is the average. 

Q. At how much per month ? — A. I pay from $35 to $45 per month ; I have 
three men at $45 per month, seven^ men at $32 for eight months. 

Q. Do you put your nets together here ? — A. Yes, at Port Stanley, Buy our 
nets in the States. 

Q. Have you an ico-house ? — A. Yes, I have an ice-house, no pound-net fishery 
is complete without one. 

Q. What does it cost ?-:-A. Ice house and fish house cost me $1,600, 40 cents 
per ton will cover the cost of 800 tons. 

Q. Have you a freezer ? — A. Yes, it cost $600 ; we pound our ice. 

Q. Have you ever fished with gill-nets ? — A. I have. 

Q. How far out on the lake? — A. About 35 miles. 

Q. What did you catch there? — ^A. Some whitefish. 

Q. Did you ever come across any Americans fishing there ? — A. No. 

Q. Which of the nets give the public a better class of fish ? — A. The pound-net 
fish get 2 cents per lb. moi-e than the gill ; whitefish, 2 cents ; blue pickerel, 1 cent, 

Q. How many nets could you handle with two tugs ? — A. Forty nets. 

Q. How many pound-nets would one good tug supply ? — A. Ten to fifteen nets. 

Q. With two crew8 and one tug, could do double the work ?— A. One tug can 
attend to only ten to fifteen nets. 

Q. Are there some parts on Lake Erie where it would not be well to fish ûve 
pound-nets and under with a tug ? — A. No, I think it would be unprofitable. 

Q. If you fish with a tug, it would require how many nets to make it pay? A. 

From ten to fifteen nets. 

Q. American fishing is free fishing, would you like to see that system established 
on this side of the water ? — A. No, 1 would not. 

y. Do you know of any person who would ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Is the fishing industry of Lake Eric largely in the hands of business men 
with capital ? — ^A. No, sir. 

Q. Is it assuming a business aspect of late years ? — A. 1 believe it is. 

Q. Can you see any indication that there is any political distinction made in the 
granting of licenses? — A. No, sir, it is very fair, as it is divided among both political 
parties. 

I got a letter from the inspector, sent down on the train at night in haste 
(letter produced). My fishing has been a little slack on account of the slime in the 
water, west of Port Stanley; there has been but little fishing done on that account, 
not enoagh to pay us. I had all the nets ready to put down when I received this 
letter which prevented me ; there came a run of fish, and now my loss will amount to 
$ 1,500 or $2,000 worth of fish. 

Q. If your nets had been put down as you say, in time for the run, what kind 
of fish would you have caught?— A. Herring and whitefish would have been the 
principal catch. 

Q. Any ealmon-trout? — A. No, sir. 

There is always a run every month, then steady again for most every day. 

In regai-d to the close season, I suggest that there be a good inspector appointed 
to attend to this work only. 

Our men lift the îieU, and the American fishermen take them to fhe States, 
without coming to the shore. This is done in close season and out of it. To obviate 
this an efficient officer should be appointed to attend to it, and the close season will 
be kept by the Canadians. 

The Commission then closed its work at this place, and adjourned to sit at 
Leamington, on the 11th instant. 
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/No. 3.— LEAMINGTON. 

The Fishery Commission met this 11th day of November, at LoamingtOD, in 
accordance with previous notice. 

Members present, Samuel Wilmot, Esq., Edward Harris, Esq. ; when Miss Cham- 
berlain was employed as stenographer. 

Mr. Wilmot, as chairman, called the meeting to order, when the following pro- 
ceedings took place. 

The purport of the Commission was explained. 

Mr. W. H. BLACK was called and sworn : — 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Your residence ? — A. Kingsville. 

Q. Occupation ? — A. Fisherman. 

Q. Nationality ? — A. Canadian. 

Q. How long have you been engaged in fishing? — A. Seven years. 

Q. What kind of fishing are you engaged in? — A. Pound-net fishing. 

Q. What do you catch in your pound-nets? — A. Herring, sturgeon, bass, white- 
fish, perch, catfish and other coarse kinds. 

Q. Do you ever catch salmon-trout ? — A. Once in a while. 

Q. What particular waters do you fish in ? — A. Between Kingsville and Hath- 
ven, about two miles below Kingsville. 

Q. What size mesh do you use ? — A. Pot, 2-iuch ; tunnels and hearta, 5-inch ; 
leaders, 8-inch. 

Q. What size fish can escape through the àieshes of your pot? — A. Small her- 
ring, small pickerel, small whitefish and bass. 

Q. What would you call small ? — ^A. Herring 4 or 5-inch, pickerel same. 

Q. Are there any kinds of those you take in your nets that cannot be sold ? — 
A. No, we ship everything we take out of our net*». 

Q. What is the usual weight of your herring? — ^A. Average f-lb. 

Q. What is the usual weight of your pickerel? — ^A. Average IJ lbs. 

Q. What is the usual weight of your sturgeon ? — A. Average 60 lbs. 

Q. Have you taken notice when fish are in best condition for table use ? — A. 
Whitefish and herring, in April and May. 

Q. When do you catch whitefish more plentifully? — A. After the 15th of 
November. 

Q. When is the best run of herring ? — A. In November and part of December. 

Q. Where do you generally market your fish ? — ^A. In Detroit. 

Q. Any home market at all ? — A. Not much. 

Q. What is the value of the fish you sell? — A. Whitefish 6c., herring Ic, pick- 
erel, first class, 5c., second class, Ic. The weight of the first class is about 1^ lbs., 
second class about like herring. 

Q. Have you ever taken notice when whitefish are most ripe and ready to 
spawn ? — A. Commence about 15th of November. 

Q. When for herring ? — A. About the same time. 

Q. What about pickerel ? — A. March and April. 

Q. Do you hold the idea that herring spawn all the year round ? — ^A. No, about 
the 15th of November. 

Q. Do you catch considerable numbers of catfish ? — A. Very few. 

Q. Do you know when they spawn ? — A. Cannot tell. 

Q, When do you experience the greatest loss to your nets ? — ^A. Id November. 

Q. Is that brought about by stormy weather ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of any small fish being thrown away ?— A. No, sir; 
we do not throw anything away except shiners. 

Q. Do you throw away no fish caught in your nets ? — ^A. We throw away the 
eel-pouts. 
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Q. Is the Sunday close season law kept there ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. If it were ordered to be kept, what would be the effect? — A. It would be 
impracticable, as it is someiimes impossible to got out to lift nets. 

Q. Do you know anything about the statement that Americans 6sh in our 
waters? — A. There are some Americans at the Old Hen who use gllUnets in Cana- 
dian waters. 

Q. Do they us# pound-nets ? — A. Not to my knowledge. 

Q. Where has Mr. Post, the fish dealer, got'control of nets? — A. At Point Pelee. 

Q. Is he an American dealer ? — A. Yes, sir. 
. Q. Do these nets belong to Canadians? — A. Cannot answer. 

Q. Are they in Canadian waters ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How does he exercise control over them ? — A. Most of them have Canadiaos 
to run them and ho takes the tish from the nets with his two boats. 

Q. Doea he take them direct to the United States? — A. Yes, sir, to Sandusky 
and other ports. 

Q. Are any of them lauded on the Canadian side after he takes them in his steam- 
boats? — A. Cannot say. 

Q. How long has this been going on to your knowledge? — A. Seven or eight 
years. 

Q. Do you ever sell any of your fish to Mr. Post ? — A. I have. 

Q. Do you think it wise that Americans should be allowed to tish in Canadiaa 
waters? — A. I do not, it is an interference. 

Q. Do you know of any Canadian lis her men on the American side fishing ia 
like manner? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you think it is correct for the Government to have close seasons for ash ? 
—A. I do. 

Q. But they should be chosen with proper judgment ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is it customary to fish with pound-nets during November more than any 
other season? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Is the month of November more profitable for pound-nets? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are you aware of American companies catching large quantities of black 
bass with angling on Pelee Island? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you any idea that black bass are spawning at that time ? — A. I think 
they bpawn about the same lime, and they catch them in June. 

Q. Have you heard any complaints by Canadian fishermen against Americans 
coming over to fish for black bass? — A. Fault is found by Canadian fishermen that 
those American anglers are permitted to fish during the close season for bass. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. You ship everything? — A. Yes, about everything. 

Q. Do you ship direct to retailers in Canada or elsewhere? — A. To Detroit. 

Q. Have you ice of your own ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Ice-house? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Who buys your caviare ? — A. I manufacture it myself and ship it to tho 
States. 

Q. A 60-pound sturgeon will make how much meat? — A. About 40 pounds. 

Q. What would be the worth per pound ? — A. About 3 J cents per pound. 

Q. What is the value of the caviare? — A. Manufactured, 16 cents per pound. 

Q. When do you get eggs in best condition for caviare ? — A. I cannot bee one 
time better than another, got some just tho other day. ^,^^"^**' 

Q. How do you make the caviare ? — A. By siilting the eggs. ,\\ i^i 

Q. Do you not get more eggs at one season than at another? — A. We get 
more sturgeon from 1st of May till 15th of June. 

Q. Do you find it more profitable for caviare then than at any other time? — A. 
Yes, sir. *>n»^ 

Q. Are eggs the same size then as in June, July and September? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What tish are speared here? — A. None but pike in the spring. 

Q. Are they speared with torch lights ? — A. Cannot say. 

Q, Are ihey speared through ioe ? — A. No, in channels. 
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Q. Ts there such a practice as shooting fish ?— -A. Kot to my knowledge. 

Q. What class of people usually do speanng ? — A, Sports and boys. 

Q. Do you think it does fishing harm to have pike speared ? — A. Some. 

Q. Have you your own pile driver and scow? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Boat for lifting ?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you put out your leader with stakes or floats ? — A. Stakes. 

Q. How many sets of stakes do you drive? —A. Two. • 

Q. How many sets of stakes could you drive with your apparatus ?— A. One set 
a day on an average. 

Q. Your pile driver and scow only used for that purpose ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do small fish gill in 2-inch mesh ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. If you had 34nch or larger mesh would the fish gill? — ^A. The mesh is as 
good as you can fix it, if larîçer they will gill. 

Q. Do you think that 2-inch mesh was gradually adopted by the pound-net 
fishermen as less destructive and more satisfactory ? — A. I do. 

Q. Was it less troublesome to fishermen ? — A. Yes, sir, wo had 1^-inch bar, 
that is 3-inch extension, and we wore continually for hours picking gill fish out of it. 

Q. Are these fish when picked out thrown back into the water? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do .you think that throwing dead fish in the water is prejudicial to fishing 
grounds? — A. I do, it is something we never do. 

Q. What would be called the aggregate weight of the small fish caught in 
your net ? — A. Cannot answer that question. 

Q. How will it compare in proportion to your whole oatoh of fish ? — A. Not 
much. sir. 

Q. If you were compelled to lift your nets Saturday night and then put them 
out Monday again, would that compel your men to work on Sunday ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. What would you do with the fish you got Saturday night? — A. Wo ship 
the fish Saturday night if we lift that night. 



The next witness was Mr. W. D. BATES, who was called and sworn : — 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Your residence ? — A. Ridgetown. 

Q. Occupation ? — A. Fisherman. 

Q. How long ha%'e you been engaged in fishing? — A, Fourteen years. 

Q. Your nationality? — A. Canmiian. 

Q. What description of fishery is yours? — A. Herring, whitofish, blue pickerel,, 
yellow pickerel, sturgeon, bass and other coarse fidh. 

Q. Give the locality of your fishery ? — A. On Rondeau Point. 

Q. Do you use seines? — A. Principally pound-nets, but also seines and gill-nets. 

Q. How many pound-nets ? — ^A. Four. 

Q. Seines? — A. I own one, and half interest in two more. 

Q. Gill-nets also?— A. Yes, 800 yards gill-nets. 

Q. Give size of your pound-net meshes ? — ^A. Pot 2-inch, hearts and tunnel» 
ô-inch, leaders 6 to 8-inch. 

Q. What is the size of meshes in your seines ? — A. 4-inoh mesh for centre, 
wings 5-inch. 

Q. What in gill-nets?— A. 3-inch. 

Q. When are whitefish in best condition for eating or for market? — A. Any 
time in the year except just after spawning season. We catch them in May and 
June, and again in the last of September and October, and a few in November. 

Q. Is it your opinion that the whitefish spawn on rocks? — A. Yes ; and gravel. 

Q. You think the whitefish best in May, June and September and October? — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When are herring best? — A. Same as whitefish. 
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Q. Where do you market your fish ? — A. About half in Canada, the rest in the 
United States. 

Q. Could you give me an idea of the market value ? — A. Whitefinh, in Canada, 
5 cent8; herring Bell altogether by count of 100 at 80 cento, the first of the season, 
and $1 after the fii-st ot September. 

Q. Price of pickerel? — A. Yellow same as whitefish, blue IJ cents this time of 
the year, one cent earlier in the season. 

Q. Sturgeon ? — A. 4 cents per pound dressed, 5 oentsr fully dressed. 

Q. When do you consider sturgeon in best condition? — A. Any time except 
when spawning, they spawn at all seasons. We find some not fit for use, others are 
all right, all fish are lean and lank after spawning. 

Q. You say sturgeon spawn the year round ? — A. Yes, sir. 

if. What do you call ready to spawn ? — A. When it flows from their bodies. 

Q. Do you find eggs flowing from the body in June and July ?— A. I have, and 
I have found them in November, from May to December. 

Q. Is there any one time more than another you get them more plentifully? — 
A. Last of May and 1st of June, sometimes middle of June when there is a bit of 
sea or storm it makes them move around. 1 think they come from deeper water 
into shallower to spawn. 

Q. When do you think whitefish spawn ? — A. They are in the height of spawn- 
ing about the 25th of November, herring about the same time. 

Q. What about bass ? — A. They spawn from 24th May to 15th June. 

Q. Do you catch salmon-trout m your nets ? — A. Yes sir, wo caught eleven this 
season, the only ones we have caught in this fishery, weighing about 21 pounds. 
each. 

Q. When are nets most destroyed by rough weather ? — A. By east winds, latter 
part of October and in November. 

Q. Are all fish in your pound-nets caught with 2-inoh mesh ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you catch many small fish in this pot? — A. All marketable. 

Q. Will you get whitefish under d inches long in your pot ? — ^A. We never get 
whitefish smaller than that. 

Q. How small whitefish do you catch ? — ^A. Average 2 or 2^ pounds, some 1^, 
some 4 or 5 pounds. 

Q. Has a 1^-pound fish eggs in it? — A. Cannot say. 

Q. Would you call these immature fish ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You get no fish under 6 inches long ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Could smaller fish get through your pot? — A. They get through the hearts 
and tunnels, but gill in the pot. 

Q. Would you think the Sunday close time impracticable ? — A. We could not 
fish at alt. 

Q. Do you know anything about Americans fishing on our shores? — A. Only 
by hearsay. 

Q. Do they buy fish ? — A. Yes, sir, I have sold to them and shipped to them too. 

Q. Do they come with a tug? — ^A. Yes, sir. I just bargained to sell them what 
I could not sell in Canada; we have no market for blue pickerel in Canada at all. 

Q. Do they take the fish right from you fresh ? — A. Yes, sir, we sell them to 
them right there; we run our small boat alongside of the American tug oat in the 
lake and just weigh and sell to them. 

Q. Does that tug then come to the Canadian port or go direct to the American 
Fhore? — A. Sometimes the tug comes into port, sometimes it goes direct to the 
American port, but she always comes in and clears, sometimes lying at the port 
over night and comes for the fish in the morning and then goes direct to the Ameri- 
can ports. 

Q. Are you an advocate of giving protection to fish during spawning time ? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. How early do you commence setting nets in spring? — A. As early as April 
and continue to fish as late as the 14th of December unless storms tear up our nets, 
that is with pound-nets. 
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Q. How with your seines and other nets? — A. W<e use seines in spring, gill-nets 
in winter, no other time. 

A. Bo you catch many baes here? — A. Yes, sir, get good catches with the seine 
in winter. 

Q. Have you heard ft*ny complaints with regard to American anglei-s coming 
over to fish? — A. Only by hearsay. 

Q. Do you know anything about spearing? — A. Have speared some. 

Q. Is it practised much here? — A. Not much, in spring sporting men come and 
spear with torch-lights. 

Q. Who is your nearest fishery officer ? — A. Mr. Lindley now, he lives at Cedar 
Springs. 

Q. Where is spearing mostly carried on ? — A. In creeks and bays. 

Q. What do they spear principally ? — A. Pike, anything they can get, now and 
then 'they get a bass. 

Q. Are these fish engaged in spawning at thai time? — A. Yes, sir; they are. 

Q. What do you know about caviare ? — A. We manufacture it. 

Q. What is the average size of your sturgeon ? — A. About 40 lbs. dressed. 

Q. What is that worth per pound? — A. 5 cts. 

Q. From that quantity of sturgeon dressed what quantity of eggs would you 
get ? — A. From 40 lbs. about 8 pounds eggs. 

Q. What are these worth? — A. 18 cts, per pound, when salted. 

Q. What is the process of njaking caviare? — A. The eggs are put through a 
large sieve first to separate them, then salted and mixed up and put in a small sieve 
to drain. 

Q. Have you more difficulty at one season than another in getting these eggs? 
— A. I find sturgeon with spawn the year round. 

Q. What is your average catch in the best fishing season? — A. At a lift about 
3^ tons including all kinds offish. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. You call your fishery principally herring? — A. Yes, then blue pickerel, 
then whitefish. 

Q. Could you fish your fishery with larger than 2-inch mesh ? — A. 2-inch is the 
largest we can profitably fish from the fact of there being so many gilled, and gilled 
fish are not saleable. 

Q. Are all gilled fish spoiled ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have to be thrown into the water ? — A. A man who fishes to any extent would 
have to do so. 



Mr. IRA LOOP was called and sworn : — 

By Mr. Wilviot: 

Q. Your residence ? — A. Kingsville. 

Q. Occupation? — A. Fisherman. 

Q. How long have you been engaged in fishing? — A. 25 or 26 years. 

Q. Nationality? — A, Canadian. 

Q. What sort of fishery do you cfirry on ? — A. Pound nets only. 

Q. What do you catch ?— A. All kinds offish. 

Q. What principally? — A. Herring are most, then whitefish, a few pickerel. 

Q. Do you catch any bass or other coarse fish ? — A. A few, not many. 

Q. Locality of your fishery? — A. At Kingsville. 

Q. Is there any variation in the size of your mesh ? — A. About the same as 
described by former evidence, 2-inch mesh pot. 

Q. Do you consider whitefish and herring in better condition in the fall than in 
the spring? — ^A. Decidedly so, sir. 
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Q. You mean best for fishing? — ^A. Best for eating. 

Q. How do they compare in spring with fall ? — A. In April and May about the 
same. 

Q. Where do you sell your fish principally ? — A. Detroit. 

Q. Do you sell any for home market ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are prices about the same both places ?— A. A little better at home but less 
disposed of. 

Q. What are the prices of your whitefish? — A. About 5 cents. 

Q. Herring, how much? — A. f cent in Detroit, 1 cent home market. 

Q. When is it most unreasonable and injurious to nets ? — A. The latst of Nov- 
ember and leit of December is worbt. 

Q. When do you think whitefish are most ripe for spawning ? — ^A. From 20th 
of November to Ist of December. 

Q. Herring? — A. About the same. 

Q. Sturgeon? — A. I think their ripest spawning season is from the 20th of 
June to the Ist of July. 

Q. Have you any idea about bass ? — A. About same as sturgeon. 

Q. Are many small fish caught in your nets and thrown away ? — A. Small fish 
will not travel with large fish, they do not enter the pound with big fish. 

Q. If they did what would be the consequence? — A. They vvould be eaten up. 

Q. Are there many small fish destroyed in the nets? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you seen or known any quantities of small fish being brought on shore 
and buried or thrown away? — A. I have seen some small fish thrown away and some 
buried in June and July. 

Q. What do you say about Sunday close-time? — A. It would be impracticable 
to take up nets from Saturday night till Monday. 

By Mr, Harris : 

Q. Do you ever know any fishermen lifiing their nets on Sunday? — A. I have 
heard of it being done, but they do not make a practice of it. 
Q. What would necessitate it ? — A. A blow. 

By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. Do you know anything about Americans fishing on our shores ? — A. No, sir, 

Q. Do they get fish ?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How do they get them ? — A. Some buy them. 

Q. Do you see any American tugs crossing and taking fish from our nets ? — ^A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Are these fish taken immediately on board and taken to the American 
shores ? — A. Yes, sir, 

Q. Is this practice carried on pretty largely? — A. Yes, somewhat. 

Q. Are these nets in this neighbourhood? — A. They are partly. 

Q. Do you consider that an infringement upon yotir fishermen's business here? 
— A. No, sir, it would be utterly impossible for some of these men to dispose of 
their fish if these tugs did not come and take them from them. I understand while 
we are shipping they get a permit to run one or two weeks and then they clear on 
certain days. They do not infringe upon the law, it would be impossible to make 
entry eve?-y day. To all intents and purposes I think it is an irregularity, but Ihey 
are permitted to do that. 

Q. Do you advocate having close seasons? — A. I think there should be no close 
season. There might be on sturgeon, because they are getting scarce. 

Q. Would protection render service to fishermen? — A. I think it would on those. 

Q. When do you commence your fiahing? — A. About 15th or 20th of April and 
fish until December. 

Q. How often would you need to take up a single net for cleaning during the 
season ? — A. We do not fibh at all during Jul}' and August, because it is destructive 
to nets and fish. 
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Q. Why destructive to fish? — A. There are a good many smaller fish caught 
then than at any other time, and the market is so light then they will not take 
small fish. 

Q. Do you know anything about bass fisheries at all ? — A. I do not. 

Q. j8 there any spearing fish carried on to your knowledge ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you catch any sturgeon ? — A. A few. 

Q. What is the average weight? — A. From 50 to 60 pounds. 

Q. How much saleable meat will that make? — A. Fifty or 60-pound sturgeon 
will make from 35 to 40 pounds of meat. 

Q. What is that worth?— A. $1.76. 

Q. How much caviare from a 60-pound sturgeon ? — A. I could not tell ; I sell 
the fish out and out, eggs and everything, for $J.75. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. How many pound-nets have you ?- -A. Two under the name of Loop Bros., 
double license, got out in May, I think. 

Q. How long since you first began fishing pound-nets? — A. In 1866. 

Q. Have you a pile driver? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Any fish-house? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Ice-house or freezer ? — A. No, sir. Freezers are not owned or used by any 
fishermen here, with the exception of G. DeLaurier & Sons, fish are all sold direct 
for market. 

Q. When you ship fish, do you use ice? — A. Yes, sir, the dealers have the ice 
themselves. 

Q. Do all fish shipped have to be iced ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. How many months in the year? — A. Probably two and a half or three. 

Q. How many sturgeon do you catch in a season ? — A. Sometimes 150 or 200. 

Q. Are many of them under three feet in length ? — A. We never sell them, we 
put them back into the lake. 

Q. What length is it proper to bring to shore? — A. About three feet. 

The two following persons, namely: — Mr. Urias Loop, and Mr. John Malott, 
corroborated the evidence given by Mi*. Ira Loop. 



Mr. GILBEET DeLAURIEE was called and sworn :— 
By Mr. Wilmot: 

Q. Your residence ? — A. Leamington. 

Q. Occupation? — A. Fisherman and fish dealer. 

Q. How long engaged in this work? — A. Dealing five years, fishing twenty-five 
yeai*s. 

Q. Nationality? — A. Canadian. 

Q. What kind of fishery do you carry on ? — A. Pound-net only. 

Q. What particular kinds offish do you catch and deal in ? — A. Herring, white- 
fish, pickerel, bass, perch, sturi^eon and all kinds brought in. 

Q. Do you get many salmon-trout ? — A. None at all. 

Q. What is the locality of your fishery? — A. Fronts on Leamington. 

Q. What is the size of your mesh ? — A. Pot 2-inch, tunnels and hearts 5, 
leaders 8-inch mesh. 

Q. When do you consider whitefish best for eating ? — A. They are more firm 
in the fall. Herring are best in the fall also. 

Q. Where do you market your fieh principally? — A. We ship east through 
Canada, but when we have a surplus we ship to the other side. My object has been 
to work up home trade and I have succeeded admirably well so far. I cure fish in 
various ways and dispose of them in the same way. 
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Q. Do yoa and curing fish as profitable as selling fresh ? — A. To a certain 
extent fully more so. 

Q. Is this iacc brought about only since you opened up that tradia? — A. 
Yes, bir. 

Q. Then the business is quite new, is it ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What was your object in doing so ? — A. The Americans had monopolised 
the fish trade previously. 

Q. Where do yoa i*ealize best prices for your fresh fish ? — A. Better prices for 
home market than sending them to the States. 

Q. is this market increasing? — A. Yes, I cannot fill the demand this season. 

Q. Do you deal much in sturgeon ? — A. All I can get. 

Q. Do you cure them? — A. 1 do. 

Q. Do you sell them in Canada? — ^A. Exclusively. 

Q. What markets do you send them to ? — A. All the principal towns in Ontario 
as far east as Ottawa. 

Q. How do you send it ? — A. In cases, not in sides. 

Q. What is this cured sturgeon worth ?r— A. Ten cents per pound wholesale. 

Q. Do you gather caviare too ? — ^A. Yes, sii*. 

Q. What do you get for it? — ^A. Twenty cents per pound. 

Q. Do you buy sturgeon fresh ? — A. We buy them fresh and take the eggs 
from them and cure them. 

Q. What will the usual run of sturgeon bo in size ? — A. Average size 40 pounds. 

Q. How much cured meat will you make out of that ? — ^A. About 20 pounds. 

Q. From that size sturgeon what amount of eggs will you get? — A. Five or six 
pounds. 

Q. Is there any season of the year in which you find eggs in better condition 
than another ? — A. Yes, during the month of May and up to the 20th June, after that 
tl)oy are too ripe. 

Q. Do you ever find eggs too ripe in April ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. How do you find eggs in July and August? — A, It is just about spawning 
season, the first part of July being the principal spawning time. 

Q. Is the sturgeon trade increasing or diminishing? — A. For the past five years 
they arc not quite as numerous as before. Small sturgeon under 3^ feet should not 
be caught, as no eggs are obtained from them and they are not valuable for use in 
any other shape. 

Q. Do you cure whitefish and herring ? — A. VVe cure herring in large quantities. 

Q. How are they put up? — A. In boxes. 

Q. Do you sell them by the pound then ? — A. By the hundred or dozen. 

Q. What do you get a hundred for them ? — A. About $1.80 for best. 

Q. Is this a new trade here ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I» it on the increase ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is there any other kind of fish you cure ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. What do you get for whitefish, fresh ? — A. About 6 cents. 

Q. For pickerel? — A. 4J or 5 cents. 

Q. For bass ? — A. Seven cents when we have them, but handle very few. 

Q. What do they weigh ? — A. 2J or 3 pounds. I mean black bass, 

Q. Do you get many bass caught with a rod ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do they catch them at Pelee? — A. They do largely. 

Q. Where is market for bass at 7 cents? — A. Windsor. 

Q. Can you give us any information about Pelec Island? — A. I can't, 

Q. When are whitefish ripest for spawning ? — A. Commence 25th November, 

Q. Herring when? — A. Same time. 

Q. Do you have coarser kinds offish? — A. Not many, a few channel catfish. 

Q. What size catfish you get here ? — A. Channel catfish from two to twenty- 
five pounds. 

Q. When do you think pickerel spawn? — A. Latter part of March and fore 
part of April. 

Q. Do you know black bass to be spring spawning fish ? — A. Yes, sir, I think 
about June. 
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Q. In what month do you meet with greatest mishaps in pound-net fishing? — 
A. Latter part of October and during November. 

Q. Do you make any difference between small fish and proper size ? — ^A. We do 
not take nmail fish at all. 

Q. What do you call small herring? — ^A. Would not buy 6-inch heiring. 

Q. Do you know whether many of these small herring are caught at all? — A. I 
do not know, 

Q. Do you know of large quantities of small fish being thrown away because of 
being useless? — A. I have heard it repeatedly but have not seen it. 

Q. What about Sunday close time? — A. it is impossible in a measure to cany 
that out in fishing pound-nets. 

Q. Do you think it correct to have judiciously chosen close seasons for the pre- 
servation offish? — A. I think they are a benefit if properly chosen. 

Q. Do you know anything about Americans fisning in Canadian waters ? — A. I 
do not know anything about that. 

Q. Do 3'ou know any nets being set in our waters by Americans? — A. I do not, 
I know nets owned or claimed by Americans but fished by Canadians. 

Q. Do proceeds go direct to the United States? — A. Don't know, I think so. 

Q. In what localities are these nets? — A. Scattered along shore. 

Q. When do you general!}' start fishing with your nets? — A. First part of 
April and through till December, except during July. ^ 

Q. Do you know that spearing is carried on here?— A. I do not think it is. 

Q. Do you upe a freezer? — A. I do. 

Q. What magnitude? — A. Foily. 

Q. Do you freeze all kinds offish except sturgeon ? — A. Yes, in autumn months 
only, for winter market. 

Q. How many nets do 3'ou fish ? — A. Three, but five or six would be more ad- 
vantageous, for they could be cared for fcy the same hands. 

Q. Any other nets under your control ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. HaVo you any bargains with pound-net men to sell you their take? — A. No, 
sir, their fish are all bargained to American companies, so 1 am barred out. 



Mr. WILLIAM GEDBB was called and sworn :— 
By Mr. Wilmot: 

Q. Your residence ? — A. Point Pelee. 

Q. Occupation? — A. Lighthouse keeper. 

Q. Are you engaged in fishing at all ? — ^A. I have been. 

Q. Your nationality? — A. Canadian. 

Q. Not a practical fisherman now ? — A. Have sold out to mj'sons. 

Q. What should be the size of mesh in nets?— A. I think pot should not bo 
larger than 2 J inches extension measure. Tunnels and hearts not more than 5 ; 
leaders not less than 6. 

Q. What would you say about close seasons? — A. Whitofish spawn from the 
20th to the 30th of November; herring same. I am not acquainted with pickerel. 
Sturgeon spawn at all times. I do not think it right for sporting men to angle for 
bass in close season. Have known anglers to catch fish in the close season when 
the law forbids it. They string and tow them about all day to see who catches the 
most, and then at night throw them away. Most of them are dead. This is done 
by Pelee Island anglers, principally American clubs. I would say close seasonfrom 
15th of April to 15th of June, during which time no oneshould be allowed to fish for 
base. 

Q. Does Mr. Post, American fisherman at Point Pelee, fish on shore with Cana- 
dian fishermen ?— A. Fish are put on boai-d his lug and taken to Sandusky, Ohio; 
they are not brought into Canadian ports. It is carried on nearly altogether on the 
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east sido, some on the west. 1 Imve been alongside the steamer and witnessed this. 
Proper close seasons are judicious. I think the Sunday close beason is impracticable. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. What is the average weight of blue pickerel ? — A. One and one-half pounds. 

Q. Will IJ-pouud fish get through a 3-inch mesh ? — A. I think it would — ^it 
would gill. 

Q. What is the proportion of blue pickerel to whitofish ? — A. We catch a good 
many more blue pickerel than whitefish 

Q. You catch more herring than blue pickeirel ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would herring go through a three-inch mesh? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Which fish of the same weight would go through a three inch mesh easiest? — 
A. Blue pickerel. 

Q. You think a change from tw-oinch to three-inch mesh would be an improve- 
ment?— A. It would be injurious to the fish, gill-net isdifierent from pound-net, the 
twine is finer. 

Q. IIow far out from the leader is your pot? — A. One hundred yards. 

Q. In what depth of water?— -A. One 26 feet, one 33 feet. 

Q. What length of leader ? — A. One hundred rods on one, eighty on the other. 

Q. What would bo the distance from the shore end of the leader to the shore? — 
A. One about eight}" rods; the other about twenty. 

Q. Have you lifted many small fish in your pot? — A. We never catch them 
at all. 

Q. What is the size of mesh in your leader? — A. Ten inches. 

Q. Do you think the public can be supplied with fish Ciiught any other way ? — 
A-, I do not, gill netting is not carried on at all with us. 



Mr. PHILLIP DeLAXJRTER was called and swoin :— 
By Mr. Wdmot: ' 

Q. Your residence? — A. Point Pelco. 

Q. Occupation ? — A. Fisherman. 

Q. How long a fisherman? — A. Thirty-throe or thirty-four years. 

Q. Nationality ? — A. Canadian. 

Q. What kind of fishery do you carry on ? — A. Pound-net only. 

Q. How many pound-nets? — A. One. 

Q. What kind offish do you catch ? — A. Same as other evidences given. 

Q. What i-* the principal fish you catch? — A. Herring. 

Q. Do you fish east or west of Point Peleo ? — A. West of the Point. 

Q. What size is your mesh ? — A. Pot 2-inch, heai ts 5, leaders 7. 

Q. Where do you sell your fish? — A. Principally to Americans, but market 
some here. 

Q. What firm do you sell to? — A. Buffalo company. 

Q. Do they come and get the fish from your net ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How do they come? — A. With tug from Detroit. 

Q. How do 3'ou manage when the}- come to j'our nets ? — A. They come close 
to the nets and we put the fish aboard. 

Q. Are the fish weighed ?— A. They weigh them and give us the weight. 

Q. How far are you from this port ? — A. About nine miles south. 

Q. Is that the same system they pursue with other nets besides 3'ours? — A. 
Yes, siiu 

Q. Do you get about the .-ame as the other witnesses for j'our fish ? — A. About 
the same; 1 give pedlers some fish to sell also. 

Q What do you consider the worst month fjr the nets? — A. November. 

41 



Digitized^y 



Google 



Ontario Fishery Commission. 

Q. Do you ever calph âny very small Ûah în joar net ? — ^A. No ; five or six 
yeard ago I caught a good number but do not now. 

Q. Would it be impossible to take up nets from Saturday night till Monday? — 
A. I think it would be impracticable. 

Q, Do you think it proper to have good close seasons? — A. I think it would be 
if Americans would do the same. 

Q. When do you commence to fish? — A. About the 20th of April and fish until 
the 20th of June, and from the 12th of September, as lonj^ as it is safe to keep nets in. 

Q. Do you know anything about bass ? — A, Ye;», we catch a very few, prin- 
cipally on reefs. 

Q. When do you think they spawn? — A. From June 20th through July. 

Q. Is there any spearing in your neighbourhood ? — A, No, sir. 

Q. Do you catch many sturgeon ? — A. Very few. 

Q. Do 3'ou think sturgeon spawn in Jane and July? — A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr, Harris : 

Q. You fish with a 2-inch extension ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would you be satisfied to fish with a-inch mesh ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Would you give up fishing? — A. Certainly, it would not pay. 

Q. Any blue pickerel in yoar fishery ? — A. Yes, a few, 

Q. Would a law to compel taking up of nets for June and July be a benefit ?— 
A. It woillld be a benefit to fishermen and the community, for large amounts of 
small fish are destroyed then. 



No. 4— SANDWICH. 

The Fishery Commission met at Sandwich this 16th day of November, 1892, 
according to previous notice. 

Members present, Samuel Wilmot, Esq., Edward Harris, Esq., and Miss Cham- 
berlain acting as stenographer. Mr. Wilmot, as Chaii man, called the meeting to 
order, when the following proceedings took place. 

The purport of the Commission was explained, 

Mr. HENRY HEBEET was called and sworn :— 
By Mr. Wilmot: 

Q. Where do you reside ? — A. Sandwich East. 

Q. Your occupation? — A. Farming and fishing. 

Q. How long have you been engaged in fishing ? — A. Twenty-five years. 

Q. What is your nationality ? — ^A. Canadian. 

Q. What kind of fishery do you carry on ? — A. Seine fishing. 

Q. What do you principally catch with your seine? — A. Whitefish, pickerel, 
sturgeon, mullet, herring and coarse fish. 

Q. What particular waters do you fish in ? — A. Lake St. Clair, opposite Peche 
Island. 

Q. Do you use a seine altogether? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What size fish will escape through your mesh ? — A. Small herring will pass 
through, some pickerel. 

Q. What size fish will escape ? — A. A pound fish will pass through a 3-inch 
mesh. 

Q. In what month in the year do you find whitefish best for table use?— A. In 
November late. 

Q. When are herring best? — A. In November. 

Q. Pickerel ? — A. Good time for them too. 

Q. Sturgeon?— A. 15th of April. 
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Q. Coarse fish ? — A. When the water id cold. 

Q. Where is your market for your fish ? — A. We sell all we can on this side 
the balance to Detroit 

Q. What proportion will be sold on the Canadian side and Detroit? — A. About 
the same. 

Q. What is the average value of your whitefish ? — ^A. Six to seven cents per 
pound. 

Q. What is the value of your herring?— A. One cent each. 

Q. What is the value of your pickerel ? — A. No. 1, six cents per pound. 

Q. Same on both sides? — A. Aboirt the same. 

Q What kind is No. 1 pickerel ? — A. A yellow pickerel or doré six cents, blue 
pickerel sell as coarse fish at seventy-five cents per hundred count. 

Q. What is the value of sturgeon? — A. They sell by piece about $1.25 each^ 
average between 25 and 30 pounds. 

Q. Does that mean meat only ? — A. It includes everything. 

Q. What length are your sturgeon? — A. A twenty-five pound about 3J feet. 

Q. Do yon get many under 3^" feet? — A. Not many, all big. 

Q. How many do you catch? — A. Caught about 10 last spring. 

Q. How many of these were under 3 feet in length? — A. About 3 or 4 under 
twenty-five pounds. 

Q What might you have caught about 5 years ago ? — A. About 300 hundred 
in the same place. 

Q. Can you assign any cause for the reduced catch of sturgeon ? — A. Because 
there were not any pound-nets 6 years ago in that lake. 

Q. The introduction of pound-nets has decreased the sturgeon catch? — A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. When is the whitefish ripe for' spawning? — A. If put in pens they begin 
about the 18th of November. 

Q. If loose would they spawn earlier? — A. They might spawn earlier. 

Q. What is the spawning time for herring? — A. Herring spawn before white- 
fish, principally in October, 

Q. Have you taken notice when sturgeon spawn ? — A. I think about May. 

Q. Do you catch any black bass? — A. Not much. 

Q. Do you ever catch salmon trout? — A. No, sir. 

Q, When do you find it most difficult and expensive for you to fish ? — A. In 
November. 

Q. What is the size of mesh in the bag of your seine ? — A. Bag and all the 
same size, IJ-inch bar. 3-inch extension measure. Big herring will be caught in 
this, fish 1 pound and under may pass through. 

Q. Do you catch young immature fish? — A. No, str. 

Q. Are you aware of the Sunday close time? — A. We do not fish on Sunday, 

Q. Do the Americans fish in the same waters you do ? — A. Yes, sir, they cross, 
the boundary more than we do. t 

Q. What description of nets do they use ? — A. Seines. 

Q. What is the le:.gth of your net? — A. About 55 or 60 fathoms. 

Q. Do you think the American nets are longer than yours? — A. Some fish with 
80 fathoms. 

Q. Do you know whether they use the same kind of mesh? — A. The same 
kind. 

Q. Do you think it wj^e to have pioperly chosen close season in which fish 
could spawn ? — A. Yes, I believe that properly selected spawning time should be 
chosen. 

Q. How soon do you commence fishing in spring ? — A. About the 15lh of March, 
stop the 1st of April ; through May, June, July, August and Septembei* we do not 
fifth ; commence again about the 15th or 16th of October, and fish until the 1st of 
November. 

Q. How long do you stop? — A. From the 1st of November until the 1st of 
December, then fish as long as the ice will let us. 

Q. Are any bass caught in your neighbourhood? — A. A few black bass. 
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Q. la spearing carried on at all ? — A. Not that I know of. 

Q. Do you make caviare at all ? — A. No, sir, sell sturgeon oat and out. 

Q. Do Americans ti-h on Pcche Island at all ? — A. No, sir. I am a farmer and 
my fisheiy fronts on m> tarm. 

Q. How many men does it take to carry on your fisheiy ? — A. Five besides my- 
self. 

Q. Do they assist you in farming too? — A. No, sir, we fish on shares. 

Q. What share do they get? — A. The}' do the work and get half the money. 
I pay everything and supply the net, 

Q. What licenses do you pay? — A. $25. • 

By Mr, Harris : 

Q. What is the value of your shares ? — A. About $200 for each for one year. 

Q. Do you keep any regular accounts of your calch ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do the men keep pretty good accounfs ? — A. We divide every week. 

Q. Have you an ice house? — A. No, sir. 

Q. You sell herring about $1 per hundred : do j-ou f^cll wholesale or retail ? — A. 
We sell some to farmers, some to Detroit on the market, h-ell more on this «ide than 
the other, but not herring. When they begin to salt them then we can sell on this 
side, we can then get more for them. 

Q. When you sell on the American side, how do you get them there? — A. We 
send them there in a small boat. 

Q. Who hvLy%, the wholesale or letail houses ? — A. We sell some on Detroit 
market, some to wholesale dealers. 

Q. You go there and sell them on the market? — A. Yes, sir; and sell them to 
a man on the market and he sells them again. 

Q. What is the nearest seine to you ? — A-. About thirty rods on the next farm, 
up towards the lake, the next is a pound-net about \\ miles I think. 

Q. When was that pound-not first put there ? — A. About six years ago. 

Q. Going down the river, how near is the first net? — A. One mile. 

Q. Are there nets all the way down the river after that? — A. None but a hoop- 
net, about one mile. 

Q. When do sturgeon first appear in your fishery ? — A. Begin in April and stop 
before July. 

Q. Wliich way do they come from ? — A. From Like Eric. 

Q. What do they come up the river for? — A. To spawn in May. 

Q. Where do they spawn ? — A. They go up to the middle of the lake in shallow 
water. 

Q. Do you know anything about the depth of Iho west end of Lake Erie? — A. 
No, sir. « 

Q. Suppose the depth of the west end of Lake Erie to bo twenty-five or thirty 
feet, would it be strange for sturtreon to run up from that to Detroit Eiver to spawn? 
l)o you say they come to spawn ? — A. I hear cverj-body say they do. 

Q. You say pound-nets (festroy sturgeon? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In what depth of water are pound-nets put ? — A. Twelve feet where I am. 

Q. If pound-nets destroy sturgeon where will it bo, in which lake? — A. In both, 
I could not say which most. 

Q. How man}' pound-nets in Lake St. Clair ? — A. Four on the Canada side. 

Q. Do 3'ou know how manj' in Lake Erie? — A. No, sir. 

By Mr, Wilmot : 
Q. What do these fish come from Lake Erie for? — A. So far as my knowledge 
goes they come up to spawn in Lake St. Clair and Detroit Ri\cr, my experience goes 
to hhow ihat they enter the fisher}' in March and leave that in Juno and July, my 
conclusion is thai thoy come to spawn and go away again. 

By Mr. Harris ; 
Q. Which description of fishing do you think would be most destructive to fish 
spawn, ])ound nct.s lemaining perfectly hlill, or a seine drawn five or six times over 
the shore where fish deposit spawn ? — A. 1 do not know about that. 
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Q, Do they fish with gill-nets in Lake St. Clair? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever hear that they fish with gill-nets in Lake Brie ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Is your net white? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. Give the size of twine in your net?^ — A. No. 12. 

Q. What about the hatchery fry ? — A. About five years ago I have seen young 
tiBh from the hatchery taken up there and thrown into a large pond in Belle Isle, 
and seen lotë of them dead afterwards, about one inch long, all alon^ the shore. 

Q. Did you nee a dozen of them ? — I think more, may be a hundred. 

Q. Will you swear that they wore young whitefish? — A. No, sir. 

Q. They may have been other fish ? — A. Yes, sir. 



Mr. HENEY SMITH was called and sworn :— 

By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. Your residence? — A. Pelee Island. 

Q. Your occupation? — A. Grape-growing and wine-making. 

Q. Nationality? — A. Am a native of the United States. 

Q. Are you a naturalized subject of Canada ? — A. I am. 

Q. Do you carry on fishing at all ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Did you formerly ? — A. I am an angler. 

Q. What kind of fish do you catch ? — A. Black bass is the principal fish. 

Q. What particular waters do you catch them in?^— A. All around Pelee Island. 

Q. What description of gear do you use? — A. Rod, line and reel, with spoon 
bait, and also with live bait, but not with fly. 

Q. In what month do you usually fish ? — A. In May till the middle of June. 

Q. Are you aware that is close season ? — A. It is now, but I have not been 
fishing for five or six years. 

Q. At what time is angling carried on now? — A. Generally from 15th of May 
till the 1st of June. There is no other angling now except by American clubs. 

Q. When do they commence fishing ? — ^A. The 15th of May, cease the 1st of 
June. 

Q. Do you know that as a fact ? — A . I do. 

Q. Do they fish at some other se^ison ? — A. In the fall from the middle of Octo- 
ber till the middle of November. 

Q. Do they catch the greater number of black bass in spring or autumn? — A. 
I cannot say. 

Q. When are the fish best? — A. No difference so far as eating is concerned. 

Q. When do black bass spawn ? — ^A. In Juno, I think from the 1st of June and 
July. 

Q. Do you know of bass spawning at all in May? — A. I do not. 

Q. What quantities do the club catch ? — A. From 40 to 400 a day. 

Q. Would that be the same in autumn ? — A. Fshing is better in spring. 

Q. What do they do with these fish ? — A. Some they turn loose, they are 
brought in and put in a large car and kept alive and in two or three days they turn 
them out except what they use. 

Q. What is the reason for doing this? — A. I do not know only to make record. 

Q. Do they send any away in the fall? — A. Some in fall. 

Q. What do the baes come particularly upon the shores in May and June for ? 
— ^A. First to feed, then to spawn. 

Q. Is it right to kill the spawning fish ? — A. I do not know. If thev spawn in 
June it is not advisable to kill them then. The quantity of bass is small to what it 
was formerly. 

Q. What do you attribute that to ? — A. Pound-nets. 
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Q. At the present time what would be the proportioTi offish taken in poand- 
nets ? — A. I do not know what quantities of base they catch in pound-nets now, not 
as many as four or five years ago. I have seen from ^ to one ton of bass taken oat 
at a lift five or six years ago. 

Q. Are there any anglers besides the Peleo Oiub ? — A. Yes, sir, another Ameri- 
can Club. 

Q. Any Canadian anglers? — A. JNever saw any. 

Q. Is the Pelee Club incorporated ? — A. Yes, but the others are not to my 
knowledge. 

Q. The bass are much scarcer than formerly and you ^attribute that to pound- 
nets? — A. Fishing with nets and angling it is the same. 

Q. Do you think it right that there should be close seasons? — A. Certainly. 

Q. What time would you suggest for them ? — A. The month of June. 

Q. Do American fishermen come over there with tugs and nets and fish ? — A. 
I do not know of any. 

Q. What is the usual size of bass? — A. From IJ to 4 pounds. 

Q. Have you sufficient knowledge to say whether a Impound fish can spawn ? — 
A. I think so. 

Q. How small fish have you seen taken by the anglers? — A. None under 1 
pound. 

Q. How do they prevent them ? — ^A. They do not bite. 

Q. Do they throw away female fish when caught ? — A. I do not know. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. How long have you lived at Pelee ? — A. 26 years, 

Q. Do you know any members ot the Pelee Club? — A. Some. 

Q. Do they spend much money there during the fishing season ? — A. They 
employ a good many men whenever they can be suited. 

Q. Have they a pretty fine club house ? — A. Not very. 

Q. Are they very popular? — A. I cannot tell. 

Q. Have you ever seen one of them fishing ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Fish with minnow?— Yes, sir. 

y. Do they attach a fly, too ? — A. Yes, sir, only one line and rod for several baits. 

Q. Do they pull in four or five fish at a time ? — A. Not often, they do sometimes. 
It is not unusual to catch two, but four very seldom. 

Q. This line will have on it what? — A. Two or three minnows, a couple of flies, 
a spoon bait and from three to five hooks. 

Q. When did you see a lift of a pound-net ? — A. Not for the last five years. 

y. Was that too long ago for yon to tell us what a pound-net is like? — ^A. No, 
sir, they have a long net running from the shore out into 20 feet of water joined to 
what is called a heart, from that the tunnel runs into a square bag called the pot. 

Q. How near does that lead come to the shore ? — A. Sometimes three or four 
rods. 

Q. In what depth of water? — A. Could not tell, think they vary. 

Q. You say you saw from half to one ton lifted ? — A. I have years ago. 

Q. Can you tell us where that net was sot? — ^A. Somewhere around the north 
end of Pelee Island. , 

Q. Is the water deep around Pelee Island?— A. In some places. 

Q. You told us that the Pelee Island Club catch bass during close season ? — A. 
They catch them from the 15th of May to the 1st of June. 

Q. Are j^ou certain the club fish all the time you say from the 15th of May to 
the 1st of June ? — A. Some of them do, they are not all there. 

Q. You gave us the lift of a pound-not five or six years ago, have you had the 
curiosity to see one lifted lately? — A. I have not. 

Q. Do you know how many bass a pound- net lifts now ? — A. I do not, very much 
less than five years ago. 

Q. How many pound-nets are there around Pelee Island ? — A. I cannot tell. 

Q. Are there five?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are there ten? — A. I do «not know. 
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Q. Ar© there twenty? — A. Do not know, can see four or five from my plaoe, but 
cannot eaj bow many. 

Q. It would be quite easy to see one lifted ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Yet you do not 8oe one ? — A. No, air. 

Q. Do you know the catoh of the Pelee Club? — A. No. 

Q. Can't tell what a pound*net oatchee around Pelee Inland ?«~A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Wilmot: 

Q. You see pound-nets fishing out in the water ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When do they generallly put their nets down ? — A. 1st of May. 

Q. How long do they continue fishing ? — A. Until the last of June or July ; take 
up and put in again the Ist of September. 

Q. Do they take up during May and June ? — ^A. No, sir. 

Q. Could they catch'black-bass during May and June? — A. They are as likely 
to be caught as anglers are to catch them on hooks. 

Q. Pound-nets fish right through until July ? — A. They do. 

Q. Do they observe close season ? — A. Cannot say. 

Q. How do pound-net fishermen fish with their nets? — A. They go out in boats 
and take them up. 

Q. What sort of boats ? — A. Sail, they are fish boats; they meet the "Louise," 
from Sandusky. Fish artf taken out of nets, put into the *^ Louis/' and taken to 
Sanduskv. 

Q. Do they come to Canadian ports before going to Sandusky ? — A. I do not 
know. 



Mr. JOHN DkLAURIBR called and sworn :— 
By Mr. Wilmot : • 

Q. Your occupation? — A. Fish dealer, formerly fisherman. 

Q. Your reeidenoo? — ^A. Windsor. 

Q. Nationality? — A. Canadian. 

Q. What kinds of fish do you deal in?«~A. All kinds, principally herring, 
Bturgeon, whitefish, pickerel and coarse fish. 

Q. Where do you get these fish ? — A. Prinoipallj' at Leamington. 

Q. Do you know anything about the description of nets they are caught in ? — 
A. Pound-nets. 

Q. Do they catch with hoop-nets ?— >A. Not in Lake Erie, to my knowledge, but 
some in Lake St. Clair. 

Q. What is the size of mesh in pound-nets? — A. Two and a half extension for 
pot ; tunnel. 3-inch ; leader, 6 to 8, and hearts from 5 to 7-inch. 

Q. How small fish will {)a8s through these?— A. Quarter-pound herring will 
pass through this, and ^ pound pickerel, and ^ pound whitefish might pass through. 

Q. When do you find whitefish in beat condition ? — ^A. In the fall of the year, 
before spawning time. 

Q. Where do you market your fish ?— A. Mostly in Canada, London, St. 
Thomas, Hamilton, Bowmanville, Windsor, &c. 

Q. Do you find the market is not over supplied? — A. I can always find sale and 
bettor prices than in the United States. 

Q. Do you buy all your fish direct from fishermen ? — A. Grenerally from 
Oanadian fishermen, but during the past year have had to buy them from American 
dealers in Detroit. 

Q. Where would they be caught principally ? — A. These fish would be taken at 
Kings ville. 

Q. Why not get them from Eingsville then ? — A. American dealers have a bill 
ot aale of the fiab gear at Kingaville and Leamington, they are therefore obliged to 
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sell fish to these dealers. The Baffalo Company have a spotter who sees that the 
Canadian fishermen do not bring their fish ashore but are compelled to pat them on 
the fish boat or ship them to Detroit. 

Q. What would be the consequence if they sold fish to you ? — A. The Buffalo 
Company could shut down on thom and take the gear. 

Q. What do the Leamington and Kingsville fishermen get from the Buffalo Com- 
pany for fish ? — A. Fifty centrt per hundred pounds for herring, for whitefish 4 cents, 
pickerel No. 1, over I pound weight, 3 cents, all the rest as soft fish 1 cent, sturgeon 
$1.75 a carcass, that is in the spring, fall sales for herring increase 25 cents per 
hundred. 

Q. What do you pay the American dealers for them? — A. I have to pay l^ 
cent per pound for herring, whitefish would be 6 cents, pickerel No. 1, 8 cent*», soft 
fish 2^ to 8 cents, sturgeon 6 cents a pound. 

Q. What is the average weight of a sturgeon carcass? — A. About 25 or 30 
pounds dressed. 

Q. How much caviare would you get from a sturgeon that would dress 25 
pounds? — A. Eight good fish will give 120 to 125 pounds caviare. 

Q. What is that worth ? — A. 16 cents per pound. 

Q. Have the Canadian public to pay more for fish bought from you than 
American ? — A. Canadian people have to pay extra prices because I have to buy 
from American dealers. 

Q. Have you taken notice when whitefish are ripest for spawning — A. Princi- 
pally from the 18th to the 2t)th of November, some spawn before, some after. 

Q. When do the herring spawn? — A. Principally in October and November. 

Q. Have you any experience in black bass ? — A. Spawn about Ist of June. 

Q. Pickerel ?— A. In May. 

Q. Sturgeon ? — A. In June. 

Q. Do you ever find many small immature fish on. the market ? — A. No, eir, 
not any herring and whitefish but find quite a lot of small pickerel that is under a 
pound weight. 

Q. Do you never see half grown herring sold ?t-A. Yes, sir, some 6 inches 
long, they are frequently caught and thrown away mostly, a few are sold but are 
not marketable. 

Q. What quantity ? — A. Have seen at times a ton thrown away. 

Q. Where principally? — A. On the east side of Point Pelee near Wheatley. 

Q. Would there be any of these young whitefish ? — A. No, sir, never saw any 
small whitefish caught, some claim these small fish are whitefish but they are not. 

Q. Have you examined them closely ? — A. Yes, sir, am satisfied they are not 
whitefish. 

Q. What other kind of small fish besides herring? — A. Small pickerel, some 
small sturgeon of 10 pounds, they are generally thrown back into the water. 

Q. Would 10 pound stuigeon have eggs ? — A. No, sir, never saw any. 

Q. Do you think this damaging to the fishing business ? — A. I think it is when 
they are dead and thrown away. 

Q. How could you prevent the catching of smoll fish ? — A. Do not know that 
you could prevent catching, but you could put them back with very little trouble. 

Q. What size mesh would allow them to pass through? — A. 2-inch bar would 
not allow little fish to get out because they would get all crushed together, 3-inch 
extension mesh would allow pretty good herring to pass through. " 

Q. Have you anything to say about Sunday close season? — A. It is impractic- 
able to carry it out with regard to pound-nets. 

Q. Anything about Americans fishing on our shores ? — A. I do not know, only 
where they claim nets and get all the fish. 

Q. What do they do with the fish ? — A. Some are taken up into fishing boats 
and put on the American steam-boats and shipped direct to Detroit and Sandusky 
before coming into Canadian ports, claiming they are not obliged to come into 
Canadian ports. The American steam-tug " Jones " blows her whistle when she 
comes near the nets, the fisheruen then go put, lift the nets and put fish ou the 
"Jones" and they are carried directly across the lake to the United States, some 
are also taken with the "Louise." 
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Q. Do you know any Americans fishing their nets ? — A. Only in the way I 
have mentioned. 

Q. Do you think proper close seasons wise ? — A. I do. 

Q. Think they have a tendency to preserve fisheries and benefit fishermen ? — 
A. I -do. The large business carried on with the American dealers with us, has a 
tendency to destroy our fisheries. I think some restriction should be put on that 
description of trade, the consequence would be that Canadian dealers would go into 
business more extensively and consumers in Canada WQuld get fish more freely and 
more numerously while some get noue. Up to this fall I shipped 25 tons to Lon- 
don market alone, while this year I have not been able to ship a pound on account 
of American dealers getting all the fish. I ship both fresh and cured fish. 

Q. When do they genemlly put down pound-nets? — A. About the 1st of May, 
fish right through until the 1st of July, pull out until the 1st or 10th of September, 
and fish until the ice forms. Close season is not observed by any fishermen. They 
would do so just while the inspector was present, as soon as his back was turned 
they fifo on fishing. ^ 

Q. Anything about black bass at all ? — A. Not much. 

Q. Any spearing in your neighbourhood?^ — A. No, sir. 

Q. Has artificial breeding of whitefish been beneficial? — A. Can't say, artificial 
planting would be beneficial if done properly, young fish were planted oif Leamington 
two years ago and the next day the lake was covered with young dead fish, I saw it. 

Q. What size were they ? — A. From ^ to IJ inches. 

Q. Are these whitefish ? — A. I cannot say whether they were young whitefish 
or pickerel, people around there thought they were young whitefish or pickerel, 
have seen quantities of large fish at other times near. 

Q. Do you think you could see ^inch fish floating on the water ? — A. I. do. 

Q. Have you heard that quantities of small fish are dead at other places on the * 
lake ? — A. Have seen young dead fish at Wheatley. 

Q. What size were they ? — A. From IJ to 2 inches, 

Q. At what season of the year ? — A. April and May. 

Q. Do you know what they were ? — ^A. I do not. 

Q. Don't you know that whitefish put out from the hatchery do not reach J 
inch in length ? — A. I don't know what size they are. 

Q. Do you know whether fish swim from Canada to the American side on the 
river ? — A. I do not, but think they do. 

Q. Do you think fish cross from Leamington to the other side ? — A. 1 do. 

Q. What kinds ? — A. All kinds, I think they are the same on both sides. 

Q. Are you really certain ? — A. No, sir, but Tt is reasonable to suppose they do, 

Q. Do you think the Americans get the chief benefits of our fisheries at the west 
end of Lake Erie ? — A. I do. 

Q. Have they a number of Americans employed carrying on the fisheries ? — A. 
They have a number of Canadians employed, I do not think they have Americans 
employed, but have American boats and tugs. 

Q. Is there a large amount of capital in those tugs? — A. Yes, sir, and it is all 
American. • 

Q. Do you think it would be better if all that capital v^re Canadian ? — A. I do. 

Q. Have you ever thought of any remedy to have that done on a different 
system ? — A. I often thought it would be better to put an export duty on those fish, 

Q. Do our fishermen get higher prices for those that go to the Stales? — A. They 
might get as much, but if the export duty were put on they would not get as much. 

Q. If the export duty were put on and the plan left as it is, if ûah went to the 
United States do you think our fishermen would get as much money? — A. I do, 
Americans would pay duty. 

Q. Do you know that all fishermen take out license?— A. Most do. 

Q. All these fish that are caught ought to be landed on our shores ? — A. Yea, sir. 

Q. What proportion is landed ? — ^A. Not one-tenth. 

Mr. Harris from the Fishery Eeport of 1891 : Americans claim that in 1885, 
$242,774 worth of fish were caught in Lake Erie by Canadians and that $1,100,000 
worth of fish were caught on the American side. ..liil^UJ 
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Q. Admitting that these figures are correct from what you know of the fishery 
at this end of the lake do yoa think that the American catch is largely made up of 
Canadian fish?— A. I do. 

Q. Are you aware that Americans fish all the year round ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. No close season ? — A. No, no license. 

Q. You are aware that Canadians have close season ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you think that the publishing of figures of that kind has a tendency to 
give Americans an undue opinion of their waters, and a tendency to make them 
adhere to their present system of no close season ? — A. I do, when oar seasons are 
closed there are scarcely any fish in Detroit. 

Q. These Canadian fish which should be reported in this country are reported 
in the United States and make our catch nppear smaller than it is? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you think that would have the effect of making Americans doubt the 
policy of close seasons, they see their large catch without close seasons and our small 
catch with clos^e seasons ? — A. I do not think they doubt the policy of having close 
season, but they are differently situated» A man can go up to Congress and boodle 
these statesmen. 

Q. Do you think it would be a benefit to have the catch represented properly, 
which at present is not? — A. I do, a few years ago fishermen at Point Pelee had an 
idea that if they gave the amount of fish they did get, the Government would raise 
the license. 

Q. Do you know whether the fish caught at this end of the lake pay duty? — A. 
No, but if T, as a Canadian, took them there I would have to pay duty. 

Q. These fish, you say, are taken from the nets and put upon American boats and 
go direct, and arc laAded as American fish ? — A. Yes, the whole outfit is American, 
and theygo to swell the American catch, which is really Canadian catch. 

Q. When you fished at Leamington did you catch blue pickerel ?— A. Sometimes 
a ton at a time, that was 12 years ago. I understand the difference between blue 
and yellow pickerel. Blue pickerel at that time were not worth anything and are 
not worth much yet. 

Q. Why did you pull out your nets ? — A. Because the water was too warm. 

Q. Would that apply to other lakes where the water is cold ? — A. No, sir, we 
would have fished if the water were not warm, but it destroyed the nets, it was not 
because fish were worse. 

Q. All our men are licensed ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How would it do to license pedlars and dealers, wholesale and retail men, so 
as to keep track of all fish and prevent anyone selling Canadian fish except licensed 
dealers? — A. I am licensed as a municipal licensee at $4.00 ; if there is a lar£re catch 
of fish anywhere in the country farmers or anybody come and sell fish in Windsor, 
he can just come and pay market fee and sell one day, but if he comes next day he 
must pay again. That does not interfere with me. 

Q. Would you consider it hard for the Government to make you pay license? 
— A. 1 would not like that. 

Q. Are there overseers here? — A. Yes, sir. 

y. Have you ever seen one who received a large salary from the government ? 
— A. As a rule they receive email remuneration, not enough, it would be unreason- 
able to suppose that they would spend their time for what they get, all they know 
is what fishermen tell them. 

Q. Is there pretty good demand for fishing locations along the coast ? — A. Yes, 
sir, they are pretty much all taken up. 

Q. Do you think that as a rule the fishermen are inclined to exaggerate their 
catch and to make their return as big as they could make it? — A. No, sir, they 
would make it as small as they could make it. 

Q. Do you think returns made to local inspectors are just the fish brought on 
shore after they have loaded American tugs ? — A. Just a little more. These ideas 
apply generally all ai-ound. 
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Mr. NOAH JOLIE called and 8worn :— 

By Mr. WUmot : 

Q. Yoar residence ? — A.. Sandwich West. 

Q. Your occupation? — A. Been a fisherman 40 years. 

Q. Nationality ? — A. Canadian. • 

Q. What kind of fishery do you cany on when engaged in it? — ^A. Seine fish- 
ery, river fishing. 

Q. What port of fish do you catch ? — A. Whitefish, pickerel, herring, sturgeon, 
and soft or coarse fish. 

Q. In what particular waters do you fish ? — A. Detroit, St. Clair and Maine, 
Ohio. 

Q. What size mesh do you use ? — A. Whitefish, 4-inch extension, herring, 2-in. 
extension, pickerel, 2^inch. 

Q. What sort of net for sturgeon ? — A. Sturgeon with the same net. 

Q. What size whitefish escape through 4-inch mesh? — A. Under a pound weight 
-would pass through. 

Q. How small have you seen them in Detroit ? — A. Seldom or never under 1 
pound weight. ' 

Q. Have you seen them anywhere else ? — A. Have been them on the lake. 

Q. When do you think whitefish are in best condition for eating? — A. In the 
fall of the year, October and November, 

Q. Herring? — A. Same time. 

Q. Where was 3'our market principally? — A. Detroit. 

Q. Did 3'ousell many for home consumption ? — A. Not many. 

Q. To what extent did you carry on your fishery, what quantity, did you fish 
more than one seine? — A. Had 2 grounds. About 18 years ago the 2 grounds caught 
about 70,000 fish, about an average would be 20,000 for each net. 

Q. How many fisheries in the river? — A. Could not tell; should judge about 
15 or 20 on the stations on the Canada shore. Some grounds were better than mine 
and some not so good. 

(i. How did you take care of your fish at that time? — A. This was 18 years 
ag</; we kept our fish in popds or pens. 

Q. How were these constructed? — ^A. By driving posts and planks forming a 
pen, 

Q. What was the size of that pen ? — A. It covereu about half an acre. 

Q. How many fish in one of these pens ? — A. Had 40,000 one year in one pen ; 
neighbours had about the same numbers. 

Q. When would you sell these fish? — A. From the 10th of December. 

Q. When you put them in the pen what would they be worth? — A. Price if 
sold when first caught from $5 to $6 per hundred. 

Q. When you kept them till December and January ? — A. $15 to $25. 

Q. Out. of that 40.000 how many would you sell in December and January? — 
A. Have lost from 1,500 to 2,000 out of a pen, 

Q. Did you ever lose four or five times that many ? — A. One year we lost 
about half of our fish. 

Q. What caused this loss? — A. Bringing from the chajinol water into warmer 
water and sickness. 

Q. How did they show their sickness ? — A. Fungoid growth showed on them. 

Q. Did they rise to the surface when sick? — A. They would come to the top. * 

Q, What did you do with these? — A. We would sell them along with the 
others; the very bad ones were culled out and buried ; some were as healthy as the 
day we caught them ; others were sick. 

Q. Did you ever know at times that a great many more than your proportion 
died in other ponds? — A. About the same, but if the ponds were smaller then there 
would be more sickness. These sickly fish were the first run offish. 

Q. Who instituted the principle of building those pens? — A. There were some 
before 1 built my crib 40 by 20. 
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Q. What did tbepe fish come up the river for ? — A. To spawn. 

Q. Did you catch any in the early spring months ? — A. Not until October. 

Q. You thereiore come to the conclusion that they come up to spawn in the 
fall of the year ? — A, That is the general opinion. 

Q. How long since you gave up fishing ? — ^A. About 13 or 14 years ago. 

Q. Why did you give it up ? — A. Fish became scarce, so it did not pay. 

Q. What is the state of fisheiy now, in comparison to 13 or 14 years ago ? — A. 
Some stations might now give 2,000 or 3,000. This falling off has been experienced 
for the past 10 to 12 years. 

Q. Why was this falling off? — A. My opinion is that it was firet occasioned by 
general scarcity and pound-nets catching them in the lake and preventing their 
passai^e up the river. 

Q. This was more experienced during the past 12 years ? — A. For the past 10 
or 12 years. 

Q. If there were no pound-nets in Lake Krie 10 or 12 yeai*8 ago, how would 
that hold? — A. In my opinion there would be lots offish yet; did not know of any 
then. 

Q. Do you think this, only took place since the hatchery was established ? — A, 
I don't know. 

Q. When are whitofish ripest for spawning ? — A. Generally about the 15th of 
November would be the hottest time ; some before, some after, but not many before. 

Q. Do you think the catching of whitefish ready to spawn, detrimental to the 
fishery ? — A. I think it would be in a measure to that fishery, 

Q. What about herring ? — A. I do not know, I think they are a little later than 
whitefish in this river. 

Q. You caught sturgeon ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When did you principally catch them ? — A. Sturgeon were not then marke- 
table and we caught some in our nets along with other fish. 

Q. How long since sturgeon became remunerative and profitable here ? — A. 
About 10 or 13 years ago, have caught them in St. Clair Eiver about 20 years ago 
and sold them from five cents to twenty-five cents each. 

Q. What was the average weight of them ? — A. Fifteen pounds and upward. 

Q. Were the eggs of sturgeon then valuable for caviare? — A. It was not gen- 
erally looked for then. 

Q. How is the sturgeon fishery now ?— A. Pretty poor, that is they are very 
scarce. 

Q. What is the cause? — A. Do not know ; over-fishing I think. 

Q. Do you know when sturgeon spawn ? — A. Do not know, in spring and fall 
but spawn more in June. 

Q. How do they catch sturgeon, with hooks? — A. They are caujçht with hooks, 
but I can't tell how. 

Q. In your fishing operations did you find one season more destructive than 
another? — A. Nets were injured more by the warm weather we had in July in St. 
Clair. 

Q. With your inch bar nets, how small fish would you catch ? — A. Below a 
pound, that is, herring; can catch herring with 2 J inch extension mesh, but a great 
many get gilled, therefore we use smaller mesh. 

Q. On St. Clair or Detroit Eiver did Americans fish sweeping nets across ? — A. 
Was fishing on the American side myself, never stretched across ; the river was too 
wide. 

Q. Would it be judicious to have proper close season? — ^A. If properly ohosea 
it would be correct. 

Q. When did you commence your net fishing? — A. Commenced the 1st of Oct- 
ober and fished until the 25th of November, stopped fishing after that. • This was 
generally done. 

Q. What close season at that time ? — A. Can't tell exactly. 

Q. Have you ever caught bass of any consequence ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Has spearing been practised here at all ? — A. Not that I know. 
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By Mr. Harris : 

Q. Is fish a favourite food of yours? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Which do you like best?— A. Whitefish. 

Q, You prefer them in November ? — A. Yes, sir, and October, not as good in 
eummer. 

Q. Is the water in this river colder in October and November ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What time do they come up Detroit Eiver ? — A. Ist of October used to when 
1 fished, we got a few about May and July, perhaps one in a week but they are bet- 
ter in October and November. 

Q. Are fish at breeding time likely to be as good for food ? — A. I do not know 
that. 

Q. Do pound-nets destroy white fish ? — A. We think something like that pre- 
vents them coming up the river, they are destroyed on the way coming in. 

Q. How near was the nearest pound-net to your fishery? — A. I do not know. 

Q. Did you ever fish pound-nets ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. How long ago did they get scarcer? — A. Twelve or thirteen years ago. 

Q. How many pound-nets in Lake Erie seven years ago ? — A. Don't know. 

Q. Would poQud-nets on our side of the lake do as much harm with fish coming 
up the river as the other ? — A. No difference but do not know anything about them. 

Q. Do you know how many pound-nets there are now ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. When yoy speak of pound-nets afi^ecting the fishery it is the result of what 
people tell you? — A. I heard the description and formed that opinion. 

Q. Why do you think those fish come up that river? — A. It must be for spawn- 
ing. 

Q. They I'an up formerly in great numbers ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. If you had not caughi them in great numbers they would have deposited 
spawn in this river ? — A. They would have somewhere, no doubt. 

Q. All those fish that died in your pens, if they had not been caught, would 
have spawned in the river? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. With all that slaughter don't you think it must have had something to do 
with accounting fo.* the disappearance of white fish? — A. They spawned in the pens 
but I do not know what they came to. It was no damage in the river for they 
would have been caught anyway and would have been put on the market, that would 
have been better. 

Q. Do you think it unwise to have close seasons in Canada when they have none in 
the United States?— A. I do. 

Q. Did Americans catch any fish in Detroit River at that time ? — A. Yes, sir, 
no doubt as many as I did. 

Q. You know most about Detroit Eiver? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are they catching as many there as we are ? — A. Yes, about the same. 

Q. Do they catch as many fish on the opposite side now as on this? — A. I do 
not know anything for certain. 

By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. When catching fish numerously, years ago, were there not as many or more 
fisheries on the other side? — A. About the same. 

Q. Did they catch as many? — A. I think we caught a good many more on this 
Bide. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. Herring gill in 2|-inch mesh ? — A. Yes, in seine only. 

Q. Did you ever use seines smaller than IJ-inch? — A. Yes, 1 inch in the centre 
and 2^ to 4 wings. 

Q. Are seines in this river 2^inch measure? — A. That is for herring, but 
changed to 4 extension for whitefish. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. How many men were employed at each fishery fifteen or twenty years ago ? 
— A. Six men to each crew, one station. 
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Q. Do some work two crews night and day? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When you caught 20,000 at that time, did you catch herring? — A- Some- 
times a few when using small mesh. 

Q. How many men were engaged on the Detroit Elver this year ? — A. About 
30 men. 

Q. Do you believe that fish that spawned in these pens were as productive of frj^ 
as in the river ? — A. Can't say anything about that. 

Q. Would it pay you to fish in November? — A. November is the only month 
that will pay to fish fur whitefish in Detroit Eiver. It would not pay to fish in 
October alone. 

Q. How long since the fish hatchery was established ? — A. Over fifteen years. 

Q. Do you believe the hatchery has been any good to fishermen on Detroit 
Eiver? — A. Do not know, but think if we had not had the hatchery we might not 
have had any fish at all. 



Mr. EEMI LAFEAMBOISB sworn:— 

' By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Your residence ? — A. Sandwich West. 

Q. Occupation? — A. Fishing part of the time. Am a carpenter. 

Q. Nationality? — A. Canadian. 

Q. What kind of fishery do you carry on? — A. Seines for Mr. Gauthier, and 
others. 

Q. What kind of fish do you catch? — A. Whitefish on Detroit Eiver; pickerel 
on St. Clair. 

Q. Did you catch herring at all ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you catch soft fish ? — A. Yes, a few, and a few sturgeon. 

Q. What size mesh did you use in seines? — A. From 3^ to 4-inch for whitefish, 
2J and 2-inch extension for herring. 

Q. Have you observed in what months whitefish are in best condition for table 
use? — A. About November, from the few caught here. They are caught here only in 
October and November. 

Q. Where are your fish marketed? — A. Detroit, a few, not many for local 
consumption. 

Q. What is the market value of your fish ?— A. Whitefish $18 to $25 per hundred 
weight; herring, 75 cents to $1.00 per hundred fish. 

Q. Have you noticed when whitefish are in the act of spawning here? — A. 
About November is the spawning month. 

Q. When for herring? — A. A little later, the last of November or Ist of 
December. 

Q. Have you caught any sturgeon ? — A. A few. 

Q. What time of the year principally ? — A. Most in spring, May and June, and 
in October, 

Q. What are sturgeon woith ? — A. About $1.50. 

Q. What is the average weight of sturgeon ? — A. Thirty to forty pounds. 

Q. How much of that when dressed would make marketable meat? — A. About 
twenty pounds. 

Q. What quantity of eggs will you get from a 40 pound sturgeon for caviare ? — 
A. From T to 10 pounds. 

Q. What would the meat of sturgeon cured be worth ? — A. About 12J cents, I 
think. 

Q. What is caviare worth per pound? — A. Do not know, never sold it. 

Q. Do you know the time when the greatest amount of eggs are obtained from 
the sturgeon ? — A. About June; when gaffing them into the boat, spawn is seen run- 
ning from the fish. 
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Q. Would that indicate ripeneiis of eggs? — A. Tt would. 

Q. Are there many sturgeon caught here now? — A. Very few. ' 

Q. Do you recollect when th^ sturgeon tïatch was large ? — A. Sturgeon catch 
was never large on Detroit Eiver, thçre are many more on St. Clair River. 

Q. When you were fishing, did Americans fish on our side of the river at all? — 
•^A. Last winter some Americans fished on Fighting Island by permission. 

Q. Are j'ou of the opinion that properly selected close seasons are beneficial ? — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When did you generally commence your fishing? — A. For herring, in the 
fall, and about the 1st of May for pickerel, with IJ-inch bar. 

Q. Did you fish through the whole season then ? — ^A. About five and a half to 
six months, commencing in May, June, July, and again in September, October, and 
as long as the 28th of November. 

Q. Fished September and October for herring? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Whitefish in November? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Whitefish caught in November while spawning ? — A. Yes, sir, 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the quantity of fish caught here in former 
years ? — A. North pier, twelve or thirteen years ago, we got something over 20,000. 

Q, Would other fisheries bear a similar proportion ? — ^A. Only about half. 

Q. What has this pier produced these last two or three years ? — A. In 1891, 
2,300 fish ; in 1890, 4,000, up to this time, 1892, 16th of November, 3,900 had been 
taken, a little better than half over. 

Q. Do you know anything about the American stations immediately opposite ? — 
A. About 600 or 700 fish have apparently quit there. 

Q. Were whitefish caught in considerable numbers in that fiwhery ? — A. It has 
never been considered a first-class whitefish fishery. 

Q. What about the fishery three or four yeai's ago ? — A. Never caught much 
over 2,000 that I can remember, did not catch anything but herring there this year, 
but was always good formerly. 

Q. What is your idea 'with regard to the falling oif of whitefish ? — A. Large 
numbers were caught and put into pens about 100 feet square, a good many d\Sl, 
and were thrown out in the river, some were buried and some converted into oil. 

Q. How did you think this effected the after runs offish ? — A. Dead fish in the 
river will drive fish out of the river. 

Q. How many have you known put into pens of that kind ? — A. 15,000 to 20,000 
would be put in the pens. 

Q. How many would die and be converted into oil or buried ? — A. Some years 
2,000, some years more. 

Q. Would they die from disease? — A. Yes, sir; they got mossy and died. 

Q. Would they not all be more or less affected? — A. Some would look bright 
but large numbers would be affected. 

Q. These fish were kept there until December and January ? — A. Some were. 

Q. Were these in as good condition as they should be ? — A. There would be some 
bright, some diseased, the seine would bring up the dead fish from the bottom of the 
pens. 

Q. Were herring kept in these ponds ?— A. Yes, sir ; along with whitefish, one 
year about 300,000 or 400,000 herring were caught and one year the pens were so 
full that the fish were crowded so close together that the}^ died in great numbers. 
Days were occupied in scooping dead ones out and throwing them into the river. 
That was about the beginning of October. 

Q. When throwing out thei«e herring would there be any whitefish too? — A, 
Had not commenced catching them yet. 

Q. Did you ever hear of the Detroit authorities forbidding fish going into the 
States on account of the sickness? — A. I did not. 

Q. Do you know anything about bass? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Was this practice of impounding fish general along the river? — A. Yes, sir; 
and the death rate was about the same. 

Q. Do you know any special reason why these fish were put in those pens? — 
A. Because fishermen could get better prices later on and we were catching more 
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than we could handle. When first caught whitefiâh sold. from $8 to $10 a hundred 
weight, in winter from $18 to $25. 

Q. How long have you been acquainted with the fish hatchery? — A. About 5 
years, I think. 

Q. What size are little whitefish when turned out do you know? — A. From i to 
|-inch long. 

Q. What size are pickerel ? — ^A. About the same size. 

Q. Ck)uld they grow in one day or night to IJ or 1^ inches long? — ^A. I do not 
think so, not so long as they are in the hatchery anyway. 

Q. Did you hear the statement that small fish were thrown out at Leamington 
and next day were found IJ and 1 J inches long ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is that possible ? — A. No, they could not grow that size. 

Q. Could the bay around the dock be covered with fish thrown from the boats? 
— A. I do not think so. 

Q. Do you think you could see young whitefish or pickerel when turned out 
from the hatchery? — A. Hardly possible for in the hatchery when they want to see 
them they take them out and put them into a glass jar and took sidewise through 
at them. 

Q. The statement that they could grow to that size in one day is absurd ; is it? 
— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you been distributing fish ? — A. No, sir ; my working season is in 
spring, I know nothing about distributing at all. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q, You say vast numbers of these fish died in the ponds or pens ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would they be as good when salted, and smoked as when fresh caught in 
the river ? — A. I do not think so, for they made the river foul with quantities of 
rotten fish. 

Q. No doubt many fish are inclined to leave a foul stream ? — A. That is my 
opinion. 

Q. Do they say the same about fish gilled in gill-nets ? — A. I expect it would be 
the same. 

Q. In your opinion is there any other reason for the destruction of the whitefish 
fishery on Detroit River than catching them before they spawn; and if allowed to 
spawn do you think this fishery would have been destroyed ? — A. I do not. 

Q. If fish had deposited spawn undisturbed what would become of the little fish ? 
— A. I think they would have been carried by the current into Lake Erie because 
they are frail and delicate at that time. 

Q. Does Detroit River widen down? — A. I think a little, there are two or three 
channels just before the lake is reached. 

Q. Do you think whitefish coming up would cross over? — A. They would come 
back in the same channel. 

Q. As to young fiy, do you think if the parent fish had laid their eggs on this 
side of the river the fry would have gone on our side into the lake ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you ever hear that there were whitefish caught at Niagara Falls on the 
Canadian side ? — A. I have heard so. 

Q. Did you ever hear that there were fine whitefish fisheries off Port Dover and 
Port Stanley in Lake Erie ? — A. Yes, sir ; have heard so, but have never been there. 

Q. If 1 were to tell you that there were splendid whitefish fisheries in Lake Erie 
which now are not considered so at all, do you think that the catching of the fish when 
.coming up to spawn would be the cause of their destruction ? — A. Do not know, all 
that came from Lake Erie to spawn in Detroit River were destroyed and there was 
jiothing to go back. 

Q. Is that sufficient then to account for the destruction of whitefish fisheries? 
-i— A. I think a good deal. 

Q. Do you think the parent fish would go back or work up the river ? — A. We 
iîlaim they would run back if allowed; some might have gone up as far as Lake St. 
Clair ; most would go back if not caught. 
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Q. Do yon know of any BrnlKl whitefish under a pound weight being caught in 
Detroit Eiver ? — ^A. Might be an odd one but not generally speaking. 

Q. Is it a fact that Canadian ûsheries on Detroit Eiver have not always been 
luiown to be better than Ameiican ?-«-A. It has been that the Canadian side has 
been better than the American of late years, and long as I can remember. 

Q. What is the reason of that? llave they not fished longer and oftener? — A. 
They fish as late on the American al^ on the Canadian side. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. After the spawning takes place would it be the spawn or the fry that would 
^o down the river? — A. I do ndt think the spawn would be as likely to go down as 
the fry for the spawn go to the bottom until hatched. 

Adjourned until 17th November, at 10 o'clock a.m. 



The Fishery Commission met again at Sandwich, this 17th day of November, 
1892, accoi-ding to adjournment. 

Mr. DANIEL MA LOCHE sworn :— 
By Mr, Wilmot : . 

Q. Your residence ? — A. Sandwich West. 
, Q. Occupation ? — A. Farmer at present, have been fishing 50 years. 

Q. Nationality? — A. Canadian. 

Q. What kind of fishery were you engaged in? — A. Whitefish anl herring. 

Q. Where did you fish principally? — A. In Detroit Eiver, also in Lake St. Clair 
in spring. 

Q. How many stations? — A. Three stations. 

Q. All seines? — A. Yes, sir, except one poujid-net on Lake St. Clair. 

Q. When running three stations, how many seines? — A. A station would mean 
two seines. 

Q. How many men at a station when running? — A. Six men and two horses for 
each net when running. 

Q. What would be the size of mesh? — A. For herring, generally 2-inch exten- 
sion for bag, 3-inch wings; whitefish, net-bag 3-inch extension and 4-inch wings. 

Q. Would white-fish gill in 3-inch mesh? — A. They do mostly in wings of 4- 
inch, but some in the 3-inch. 

Q. Jn what months did you catch whitefish and herring mostly ? — A. White- 
fish from the 10th October lo the 15th jifovember; herring principally September 
to the 15th of October. Very few whitefish caught before the 10th of October. 

Q. Has this always been the case ? — A. Seldom or never catch whitefish in 
Detroit Eiver previous to the 1st of October. This will also apply to Lake St. Clair 
and Eiver St. Clair. 

Q. Do you catch any herring in spring months ? — A. Yes, sir, in April and 
May, they are not nearly so numerous in spring as in fall. 

Q. How long since you gave up fishing? — A. About five years ago. Fish became 
too scarce to make a living by fishing. 

Q. Is that the same with your neighbours? — A. I think it is. 

Q. When did you catch whitefish most numerously in Detroit Eiver ? — A. In 
1870 we caught most fish, they have been decreasing ever since. 

Q. What catches did you make then ? — A. Average about 30,000 white fish, 
about 2^poundB each. 

Q. What did you do with these fish ? — A. Put them in pens. 

Q. How large was this pen? — A. On one ground about 100 x 150 feet, deepest 
water about 10 feet. 
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Q. Why did you put them in these pens ? — A. ^To keep them for the New York 
market later on. 

Q. When did you sell thera? — A. Generally from January to March. 

Q. What would you get per hundred weightr for these ? — A. From $20 to $32 per 
hundred. 

Q. What were they worth when ûvst put in, pens? — A. About $-10 a hundred. 

Q. Did y^u lose many in these pens ? — A. Some years more, some less. 

Q. What proportion might the loss be? — A. Five per cent or six per cent. 

Q. When you caught these fish were they ready to spawn as a rule ? — A. From 
the 12th to the 20th of November eggs flow most freely. 

Q. Do you consider fibh as good then as when they first come into the river ? — 
A. Just as good, but reduced in weight after spawning. When sold in winter they 
would average about two pounds. 

Q. Would you have many herrings in your pens at the same time? — A. A few. 

Q. Did your pens ever get out of order and lose fish ? — A. Losses occurred 
sometimes from keeping them over. 

Q. Did the whitefish drop spawn in these pens ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What became of these eggs ? — A. They hatched out. I saw lots of minnows 
in these pens in the spring. 

Q. Can you say they were young whitefish? — A. I think so, can't say for 
certain. 

Q. These whitefish in that small limit of the pen would be constantly stirring 
about? — A. Yes, si I*. 

Q. Would not the eggs be stirred about too? — A. They could not stir the water 
at the bottom; do not think the eggs would be disturbed by them. 

Q. What appearance had the fish found dead and floating on the surface? — A. 
Some had red spots, some moss. 

Q. What was done with these ? — A. They were buried, and oil made from 
them. 

Q. Were any fish taken from these pens and taken to Detroit market?— A. 
Some were taken and sold in Detroit for consumption. 

Q, Did you ever hear of any fish from any pens being objected to? — A. I have 
heard so. Mine never were. 

Q. What do you assign as the cause for the falling off of whitefish and herring 
in Detroit Eiver? — A. Pound-nets in Lake Erie stop the fish from coming up into 
the river to spawn; they come up the river only to spawn. We felt the result the 
first year they had pound-nets in the lake. 

Q. Are the fisheries in Detroit River worth fishing now ? — A. .1 consider them 
worthless; I would not fish the best grounds in it. 

Q. Do you consider this falling off a great calamity to this country? — A. Yes, 
sir, of $50,000 a year on the Canadian side. 

Q. Do you think close seasons properly selected a benefit for the fisheries? — A. 
Do not think a close season for whitefish is of any account, so long as they are 
allowed to catch them in Lake Erie. 

Q. Suppose a close season for pound-nets in Lake Erie, as well as in Detï'oit 
River? — A. I do not think we would require close seasons if pound-nets were taken 
away and let fish be caught with seines. 

Q. Do you know that these pound-nets catch small fish ? — A. I did not know 
that they did. Report said that they did, and that they were buried in the sand or 
thrown back into the lake. 

Q. When did you generally put your nets down in the fall for whitefish ? — A. 
About the Ist of October for whitefish, and fished about five or six weeks, according 
to the weather. 

Q. Was the fishing over stopped on account of close season ? — A. Yes, sir, that 
was before close seasons were established. 

Q. Close season was suspended here? — A. Yes, sir, fishing went on during the 
whole month. 

Q. Was there any winter fishing? — A. Not in the river, but in Lake St, Clair, 
under the ice, not whitefish, pickerel and soft fish, 
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Q. Were baes of any account here? — A. Not much, very few bass; a few 
sturgeon were caught in Detroit Eiver. 

Q. What was your catch of sturgeon in Detroit River? — A. One hundred 
sturgeon would be caught in one net during the fall. 

Q. Are there any caught now? — A. Not one-tenth of what we used to catch. 

Q. Did you sell the eggs to make caviare ? — A. We did. 

Q. When did you principally catch the sturgeon?— A. In October and 
November. 

Q. What is your idea of hatcheries? — A. I do not think much of them; do not 
think we feel any good from them. 

Q. Do you collider the hatchery helped to destroy the fish as well as pound- 
nets ? — A. They did not destroy fish but do not do much good. 

Q. Are you aware that there are a great many hatcheries on the American 
side? — A. Yes, sir, some in Detroit, Milwaukee, on Lake Michigan; tho Sandwich 
one was the first, since then the Americans have built many. I think the Ameri- 
cans are the same as Canadians — no help . 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. How long since Detroit River fishery began to fall? — A. Fifteen years. 

Q. Have yon ever fished pound^nets? — A. I did in Lake St. Clair. 

Q. Would that affect tho fishery on Detroit River? — A. l^oX, at all; would on 
the Thames ; never have net any pound-nets in Lake Erie. 

Q. What was the size of mesh of nets in Lake St. Clair ? — A. Two and a half ex- 
tension for pot, dimensions of pot about 16 feet square. 

Q. How long a lead had you ? — A. About 60 or 80 fathoms. 

Q. You never saw any pound-nets in Lake Erie? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know how many there are now? — ^A. Have no idea at all; am 
told from one dozen to fifteen in Lake Brie, cannot say for certain, that is on the 
Canadian shore. 

Q. Have they increased lately ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How many might there have been fifteen years ago? — A. I think only two at 
the time. 

Q. Do you think those two pound-nets helped to destroy ihe fisheiy on Detroit 
River ? — A. I do : fish kept decreasing, pound-nets increasing. 

Q. Do you think that if all the ponnd-nets were taken out of Lake Erie, Detroit 
River would become good again ? — A, I do, 

Q. It would be good for Sandwich and Windsor to have that fishery back again ? 
— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How many years ago did you commence fishing? — A. Fifty years ago, quite 
fifty years ago. 

Q. Was there no close season when you commenced ? — A. None. 

Q. When was your principal catch at that time? — A. October and November. 

Q. You say 1868 was your best year? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When did close seasons first begin, to 3'our knowledge? — A. Ten years ago ; 
might have been before but were never obeyed here. 

Q. Up to ten years ago in Detroit River fishermen drew seines all the year 
round ? — A. Yes, sir, ig October and November for whitefish. 

Q, What did fish come up the river for? — A. To spawn ; they would jump out 
of the river and wo could nee them spawning. 

Q They were caught before depositing spawn ? — A. Yea, sir. 

Q» What became of the spawn dropped in the water? — A. It went down to the 
bottom until hatched. 

Q. About what was the length of your seine? — A. About sixty fathoms. 

Q, These seines were sweeping the river or were pulled over the spawn and 
stirred it up? — A. It could not stir that up, it was drawn over; fish kept increasing 
until pound-nets began. 

Q. Would yon like to have the hatchery taken away from tho river ?— A. I do 
not wish that exactly, but do not think much of it. 

Q. But you would like to have it used ? — A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Why do you not like it? — A. Because those spawn deposited there are kept 
from l^ovember to April, and let go and then they are there in not exactly cold 
water, just as soon as you turn them out eveiy one of them dies. The management is 
all right but it does not do any good at all. 

Q. It might be that the hatchery would be closed up ; suppose it were, what 
would you think to be the proper course to take with the river? — A. Let the public 
draw seines and stop pound-nets. 

Q. Would you have close seasons ?-^A. No, sir, we won't need any ; fish all the 
time andget plenty of fish ; no licenses. 

Q. Woula you get good salp in Detroit now ? — A. Yes, sir, big price. 

Q. Do you think this the best locality to do all the fishing of Lake Brie ? — A. 
All the fish from Lake Erie would come up to Detroit Eiver to spawn. 

By Mr. Wilmot: 

Q. It is said the little fish are no good because they die when put out in the 
water because it is too cold ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know the size of the pipe with which the water is brought into the 
hatchery from the river? — A. I think about 2-inch. 

Q. It is larger, but how long do you think the water would be running from the 
river through a 2-inch pipe with 15 horse-power engine? How long rutming from 
one end of the house to the other? — A. One or two minutes. 

Q. Is the pipe n^ underground about six feet? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would the temperature change much going through ? — A. Not much. 

Q. Then the water coming from the river through the pipe into the hr.tchery 
would be only a few minutes it would have to run out as fast as it came in, and 
would only be one or two minutes, what would be the change of temperature ? — A. 
The minnows stand in still in the house, there are no big swells, or roily water to 
disturb them, and my opinion is that thej^ arc let out of the hatcherj' too soon. 

Q. But the water is brought into the fish house and quickly runs out again, and 
when the little fish hatch out they are almost immediately lot out into the river 
again. When they are hatched naturally in the bottom of the river they rise to the 
surface and are carried away down the river in the same way ; now, is not the same 
process carried on in the hatchery? — A. No, sir, I do not think it is, they change 
from the still water into the river and are destroyed, while if hatched in the river 
they rise and go down. 

Q. You want them protected longer still ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. If you were told it is impossible to feed young whitefish would that finish 
your argument? — A. If raised naturally they would get used to storms. 

Q, These eggs are taken from fish caught in netîj for the market? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. If the department did not use these eggs, they would be thrown away, would 
they not? Is it not, therefore, a clean gain ? — A. Yes, providing they could raise them, 
no good if thrown into the river. 

At the request of Mr. Gauthier, the following questions were put to witness: — 

Q. Did you find that when you caught fish in October when the water was 
pretty warm and you put them in pens, did many of them die ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was it the custom to sell the first run of fish out of the pens in Detroit as 
soon as you could get good prices for them ? — A. Ye^, and then fill up the pens. 

Q. Was it the custom after the 1st of November to keep all fish caught in your 
pens ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q, Did a number of them die? — A. Some died ; not many; very few. 

Q. Was it the coldness of the water that preserved these fish then ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did the fish spawn in the pens ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you think a large percentdge of the eggs laid in these pens come to life 
in the spring ? — A. I do. 

Q. Do you know anything about the lime it takes to hatch a whitefish egg out? 
— A. No, sir. 

Q. Would it be true if one person were to swear that ho saw hundreds of white- 
fish fioating on these ponds in November? — A. I think it would be from the fish 
caught in October. 
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Q. Do you think the Americans are reaping the benefits of the Canadian 
fisheries? — A. Yes, sir, they are allowed to fish on this side of the water and have 
no restrictions at all. 

Q. Do fish at tiofies swim very fast? — A. Do not know; sometimes they swim 
a little slow, sometimes a little fast. 

Q. Do you think fish swim from one side of Lake Erie and Detroit Eiver to the 
other? — A. Yes, sir, I had a fishing ground on one side of the river, Mr. Clark on 
on the other ; wh^^n the wind changed, the catch changed. 

Q. Do you know that Canadian fishermen were slopped fishing on Detroit River 
in 1891 and license granted to Americans to come and fish here ? — A. Do not know, 
sir. 



Mr. J. W. POST called and sworn :— 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Your residence ? — ^A. Leamington. 

Q. Occupation ? — A. Master of fishing tug, trading in fish. 

Q. Name of tug ?— A. " City of Dresden." 

Q. Nationality? — A. American. 

Q. How long have you been engaged in this work ? — A. Eight years. 

Q. What fish do you deal in ? — A. Principal catch is herring. 

Q. Have you anything to do with whitefish? — A. Yes, sir, some, and coarse 
fish. 

Q. What particular waters do you trade in? — A. Shores of the counties of 
Kent and Essex. * 

Q. Are the fish you get caught in pound-nets or seines? — A. Pound-nets 
altogether. 

Q. Have you taken any notice of the size of mesh ? — A. Have ordered nearly 
all the twine in the country. Pot, 2J-inch ; back of pot, 2-inch j tunnels and hearts, 
5-inch ; leader 8 and 10-inch. 

Q. Do you use seines ? — A. I have at times taken fish from seines, but very 
little. 

Q. When are whitefish in best condition for table use? — A. In the spring of 
the year ; about Ma^^ and June. 

Q. When are herring ? — A. Whenever the water is cold in June, July and 
August. 

Q. Do you trade in pickerel ? — A. Yes, sir, and occasionally in trout. 

Q. When are pickerel best ? — A. Not much at any time but are best in autumn, 
October and November. 

Q. Are they caught in large quantities with herring? — A. No, sir. 

Q. In comparison with other fijsh what quantities would blue pickerel bear? — 
A. On 29th June, I had a little over 56 tons herring mostly; in that there might 
have been about 300 of other fish, lawyers, &c. 

Q. What do you call lawyers? — A. Ling, or eel-pouts. 

Q. What about bass ? — A. None to speak of; some are caught about Pelee 
Island, but few about the main land. 

Q. When are they in beet condition ?— A. In fall of the year. One angler 
wonld get more bass on a hook and line in two hours than I would get in forty- 
eight hours with 22-pound nets. 

Q. Where do ypu market your fish? — A. Sandusky, O., and some on the 
Canadian shore. 

Q. What is the proportion sold on the Canadian shore ? — A. About two or 
three per cent. 

Q. What are the values of the fish you sell in Sandusky ?— A. 1892, paid 5 cents 
for whitefish, to fishermen, herring and blue pickerel 3 to 4 cents, grey pickerel 
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4 ceDtfi. Soft fish and blue pickerel have taken a great change since a few years 
ago ; this year a little higher. White bass are worth 3 to 4 cents; catfish, 2^ cents; 
sturgeon, $2 each over 4 feet ; under that, from 3 to 4 feet, only 50 cents. 

Q. What causes the difference in value of those under 4 feet which bring only 
50 cents each ? — A. No eggs in the small ones. 

Q. Do you manufacture caviare ? — ^A. No, sir ; men aboard the tugs take cav- 
iare for the parties who buy the fish on the other side. 

Q. Have you any idea of the value of caviare at the present time? — A. It is 
worth 15 or 16 cents a pound. 

Q. What is the quantity of caviare from a 4-foot sturgeon ? — A. It is not fully 
developed at 4 feet. 

Q. A large sturgeon would be, how large ? — ^A. An average of 70 pounds of meat 
is got from a whole carcass of 125 to 150 pounds. 

Q. What amount of caviare from that? — A. Three or four gallons. 

Q. Are the eggs worth more than the fish ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you taken notice when whitefish are in the act of spawning? — A. 
About the Island and head of Lake Brie, 20th of November, eggs are taken for the 
American hatcheries. On the north shore of Lake Erie, I do not know when. 

Q. What is your experience with herring? — A. Commence to spawn about the 
13th or 17th of November, and go pretty far on in December. 

Q. Pickerel? — A. Commence to spawn as soon as ice leaves in spring in bays. 

Q. Do you catch pike or maskinongë ? — A. Yes, sir, a few. 

Q. When do they spawn ? — A. Jn spring of the year. 

Q. When for cattish ? — A. I do not know. 

Q. Sturgeon ? — A. Spawn the year round — more freely in June and July. 

Q. As a dealer do you find that fishermen lose more nets and fish from the 
inclemency of weather at one time than another? — A. Yes, after 4th of November. 

Q. Are immature fish caught, and are there many unmarketable ? — A. TJiey are 
caught, but liberated alive. Five yeai*s, three years and two years ago, each year we 
got a run of small herring. 

Q. Whajt ttize? — ^A. A great many half grown, nothing but small herring. 

Q. In what quantities would they be? — A. Immense quantities werecaughtand 
liberated again, probably ûve tons of them. 

Q. How were they put out of the net? — A. Big ones picked out and small ones 
turned over the line of the net. 

Q. In that great number would they bo taken up in bulk?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would a great number be killed? — A. Perhaps two bushel killed, including 
gilled ones about four bushels. - , 

Q. Would they all live after being turned out? — A. Yes, sir; because the water 
was cold when we got that run. During the past two years I have not seen any of 
these small fish. 

Q. Is it not a fact that herring are easily killed ? — A. Yes. If the water is 
warm ; these wore caught in June, and when we get a cold wave then is the time 
when we catch herring. Herring are not caught in large quantities when the water 
is warm. 

Q. When do you think water coldest, as a rule, in the lake? — A. In Lake Erie 
from breaking up of ice until July; at times the temperature in the lake east ofPelee 
is colder than Detroit Eiver in summer; it is the same at Point aux Pins, 40 miles 
east of Pelee. 

Q. What about the Sunday close time ? — A. It is impracticable to obey the 
Sunday close law. 

Q. Do Americans fish in Canadian waters, or do you know anything about that 
at all ? —A. Have seen their gill-net tugs on the Canadian side of the boundary 
engaged in taking up nets, 

Q. What description of nets would they be ? — A. Gill-nets. 

Q. How far from Canadian shores ? — A. About six miles east of Pelee Island. 

Q. Have you seen many of these ? — A. No, sir ; have seen in the last two years 
about six. 
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Q. What kind offish do they principally catch — A. Should think they were 
hernng nets. 

Q. Have you an idea what mesh those nets would be? — ^A. Am not familiar with 
them. 

Q. Will 3-inch extension mesh nets take whitefish ? — A. Yes, sir, have seen 
fitiirgeon caught in them. 

Q. Will it take many herring, as a rule ? — A. It will take large ones, but would 
take ordinary whitefish. 

Q, Have you seen American tugs take fish from Canadian fishermen direct from 
nets ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What do they do with these fish ?— A. Take them to American market, 
SandusW and Cleveland. 

Q. Do these tugs go direct or come into Canadian ports ? — A. Some proceed 
direct to the United States. 

Q. What is your idea about close seasons? — A. It is correct to have proper 
close Reasons for the preservation of the fishing industry. 

Q. When are pound nets generally set out in spring? — A. As soon after the 1st 
of April as weather will permit. 

Q. How long are they kept in the water then ? — A. Until June or Jul}', then 
taken up and cleaned, and re^et again twenty miles on the west side of Point of 
Pins until the Ist of November, the weather then blows them out. East of Polee, 
also east of Pins fishing is carried on during the whole month of November. This 
is generally the case. 

Q. Is there any winter fishing carried on ? — A. Some about Eondeau by seines 
in the ice. 

Q. What fish generally ? — A. Black bass, perch, pike, mudcats, pickerel, 
suckers. 

Q. Any special places ? — A. In any shoal body of water deep holes fte frequently 
found; these fish will congregate there and lie in kind of a torpid state, and there nets 
are used to catch them. This will deplete the fishery in any small body of water. 

Q. Are fish at this time in as good condition as at others? — A. I do not think so. 

Q. Why are they not — do they feed there? — A. I do not think they are in as 
healthy a state, they lie torpid, and are more easily taken at this time. 

Q. The black bass is stupid then ? — ^A. Yes, sir, audit is injurious for the fishery 
to take them at this time. 

Q. Is it partaken of by many people ? — A. Only a few as compared with the 
summer months. 

Q. Do you know of spearing? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Is artificial hatching of fish beneficial ? — A. I know it is. 

Q. Is it your impression that it should be enlarged ? — A. Yes, sir, in the interest 
of the industry. 

Q. What number of fish hatcheries do Americans have on Lake Erie ? — A. I 
know of several to supply Lake Erie with young fish. All fish hatcheries have done 
good service to Lake Erie ; so it is conceded by the majority of fishermen. 

Q. Do you know the kinds of fish principally hatched at their various hatch- 
eries? — A. They are principally whitefish. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. What is the tonnage of the "Dresden " tug? — A. One hundred and twenty- 
three tons net. 

Q. American register ? — ^A. No, sir, Canadian. 

Q. Employed wholly in fishing business? — A. Exclusively, but occasionally 
carry passengers, perhaps 14 this season. 

Q. Have you a certificate as engineer ? — A. Yes, sir, two of them, have four 
certified officers on board. 

Q. Do 38 it cost more for a certified officer, are there many men who could do 
that without a certificate? — ^A. No, sir, they are not allowed. 

Q. Is it necessary to have a certified ci'cw ? — A. Yes, sir, legally necessary, and 
in every other respect. 
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Q. Never carry passengers? — A. Yes, sir, I have a passenger license. Over 100 
ton it is necessaiy to have a certified crew if employed wholly in fishing business. I 
furnish fishermen supplies and take their fish. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of fish on American side ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do they catch the same class as here ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is there any difference in size and quality ? — A. No, sir, none whatever ; in 
summer they get very few fish and they are not so good there, and Canadian fish are 
in better demand. 

Q. Is this on account of the shallowness of the water on the American side? — 
A. Yes, sir; practically there is no fishing there in summer months — that is, in 
the waters opposite Kent and Essex counties. 

Q. You say you get |2 for sturgeon ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. For all ? — A. Yes, for all largo ones. 

Q. How do you manage about small ones ? — A. From 3 to 3^ feet long sold as 
half a fish. 

Q. Ever throw any back in the water ? — A. Have seen some do it. 

Q. Do you think it a good plan to carry out? — A. I think it would be well to 
compel them to; all under 3^ feet should be returned to the water. All other small 
fish as well. 

Q. Give the average weight? — A. Seventy pounds dressed. 

Q. All over 4 feet? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How many nets are you attending to ? — A. Deal with 22. 

Q. How many could you serve? — A. Have served 32, that is outside. 

Q. Do you think fishermen would prefer to have a close season for sturgeon? — 
A. I think they would. 

Q. Would it have a marked effect upon the sturgeon fishery? — A. Yes, sir, for 
the benefit (^the fishery. 

Q. What amount of capital have the others in these nets? — A. Can't say, but 
I started the whole of them. 

Q. They are really fishing for you then ? — A. No, sir, they are independent, 
every one of them. 

Q. Do you not think they are compelled to sell their fish at a less rate than 
other fishermen ? — A. No, sir ; I have to pay the usual market prices. 

Q. Who drives the stakes? — A. The fishermen have pile driver and everything 
but the boat, but there is a mortgage on them ; fish are all taken on my tug. We 
ship our fish in cars in ice, also in boxes late in the season. 

Q. Do fishermen understiind that it is to their own interest not to destroy small 
fish ?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What is the right way to let them out of pound-nets ? — A. Dip up andl^ick 
out big ones, and put the smaller ones over with a dip net; all large fish must be 
taken out first from the net. 

Q. What size is the mesh? — A. 2Jinch, l^inch in back of net and smaller 
sometimes. 

Q. How would 3-inch extension mesh do for pots ? — A. It would be of no use 
here, because you would catch very few herring ; blue pickerel would be all. 

Q. Give average bize of blue pickerel ? — A. About a pound fish would go 
through 3-inch mesh. 

Q. Is the blue pickerel the same as pike? — A. No, sir, it is blue pickerel; it 
resembles the "doré," except it is blue. The largest I ever have seen of blue 
pickerel would be 15 or 18 lbs., yellow pickerel, or "doré,'* 24 or 26 lbs. 

Q. Are they the same fish ? — A. No, sir, in the quality the doré is better than 
the other in any shape. 

Q. Do they not sell for the same price ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. What is the difference in prices? — A. About 3 cents per pound; "doré" 
sells for 4 cents, the other for f cent. 

Q. What difference is there between yellow and blue for consumers? — ^A. Just 
about the same ; the large blue pickerel and yellow pickerel bring about the same 
prices. 
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Q. Do bluo pickerel go in large bodies top^ether ? — A. Sometimes in lifting we 
gel u Inr^e c&tcb of blue pickerel^ indicative that they go in shoals. Grass pike do 
not do that. 

Q. Would you think that its habit is to follow smaller fish in deep water? — A, 
They all look for food. 

Q. Being caught in deep water indicates that blue pickerel are deep water 
feeders? — A. Yes, sir, and grass pike is a marsh feeder. 

Q. If the herring and whitetisb fisheries are to be preserved, is it important to 
prevent bluo pickerel overrunning the lake? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Ought pound-nets to be so constructed as to catch those fish ? — A. Yes, sir, 
to preserve all small fish. One, or 1^-inch bar is the proper size, but small fish 
should be taken out again ; this should be made compulsory. 

Q. When you take your fish to the States do you sell them to wholesale men ? — 
A. Yes J sir. 

Q. He receives and ships them ? — A. Yes, sir, Sandusky is the distributing 
point. 

Q. In selling your fish at Sandusky do the wholesale men understand that fisli 
are atsomeseasonff better than at others? — A. Yen, sir, that is clear. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. What would you call fish in season ? — A. When fish are in good condition ; out 
of season would be when spawning. They are not as good when spawning as 
three months before or after. 

By Mr, Harris : 

Q. Then, the public should be protected from having fish supplied when not in 
best quality for food ? — A, Yes, sir. 

Q. Would it be better for the fish trade? — A. Yes, sir; fish should not be sold 
when not in season. 

Q. Do you know anything about gill-nets? — A. Gill-net fish are not as good 
as caught in pound-nets. 

Q. Could the public be supplied with good fresh fish from Lake Brie, unless 
caught in pound nets ? —A. No, sir; that is the only way I know of, unless by seines. 

Q. How far east on Lake Erie does you knowledge extend ? — A. To Port Stanley. 

Q. Do you consider Port Stanley a good fishery? — A. There have been good 
fisheries there. 

Q. Is there good fishery at Eondeau ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. At Leamington ? — A. Better east of there. 

Q. Of late years has the fishing industry been increasing on Lake Erie? — A. 
Yes, sir; some. 

Q. Has it become quite an industry now down east? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How many years experience have you in these parts ? — A. Have been in 
Canada eight years. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. l>o you say you fished with twenty-two nets this year? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What quantity of fish from these nets this year? — A. This year, 1,593,012 
pounds; in 1891, out of 32 nets, 1,160,635 pounds, exclusive of sturiçoon. 

Q. Have you any idea of the proportion of whitefish in 1892? — A. More than 
in 1891. In this year's catch perhaps 25 tons would be whitefish; about 80 per 
cent of the rest woulJ be herring. They are the main fish ; the balance would be 
soft finh. 

Q. Now, about Pelee Island. Do you know anything about the fishing of the 
American Pelee Club? — A. Yes, nir. 

Q. What is their mode of tinhing? — A. With hook and line, 

Q. What do they consist of? — A. American citizens, mostly. 

Q. What does the hook and line consist of?— A. Three hooks, with a feather 
and spoon on a swivel on each line. 
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Q. What number offish do they catch? — A. Can't say; commercially speaking, 
they do not come in considerable numbers, but they come for angling purposes. 
Catch about 20 or 30 a day. They come here for recreation. Some play poker, 
and they have bowling alleys and billiai*d tables, and stay usually about two weeks 
in spring and about the same in fall. They used to come earlier at one time, but 
later this year. 

Q. Is the club beneficial to the Island ? — A. They leave a good deal of money 
there. 

Q. Does this club return small baas into the water again? — A. I hear them say 
that anything under a certain size does not count. They keep record of fish caught ; 
might occasionally get a perch or pickerel, bat the general fish are black bass. 

Q. Are herring as pleniifùl now as they were? — A. I think jbhey are, speaking 
of Lake Erie only ; I do not know anything about herring on the Detroit River. 

Q. Are large quantities caught on both sides of the lake? — A. Yes, sir; the 
water is warm on the American side in June. In the middle of the lake it is warm 
about August. 

Q. Do you know that whitefish are caught in large quantities far out in Lake 
Krie? — A. I know that quantities of small whitefish are caught out in the lake off 
Erie, Cleveland and Fairport; tons of these are not fit to be sold for herring, they 
are too tender, they are about the size of small herring. 

Q. Do you know what is done with these small fish? — A. Some are made into 
fertilizers, others sold as herring, some thrown overboard, unless the nets have been 
lifted recently. 

Q. Are these herring caught also on the American side? — A. Yes, sir; from 
American boats and nets from Erie, Cleveland, Fairport, &c. ; cannot say whether 
they are caught in Canadian waters or not. 

Q. Ir this ruinous for the whitefiph fishery business on the lake ? — A. Certainly. 

Q. Why is it ruinous ? — A. The instinct of the small whitefish fry leads them 
out into deep water at first and they do not come out of that until they are at least 
the size of herring, then the gill-net is put in as soon as they begin to move and 
gets them. 

Q. Do you know are they capable of spawning ? — A. No, sir; they are immature 
fish. 

Q. Is the water deeper at the east end of the lake than at the west end? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you caught sturgeon in gill-nets? — A. Have never seen them caught 
in herring and whitefish gill-nets. A 10-inch mesh would only lot a very small 
sturgeon through. Herring and whitefish migrate from end to end of the lake. At 
Felee Island the fisheries are difibrent from the main land, they are caught the same 
there as on the American side during November. They have no summer fishing at 
Felee Island. 

By Mr, Harris : 

Q. Have you got pound-nets all around the Island ? — A. A few about all around, 
the other boats have got some, 

Q. How close to the shore does the leader commence as a rule, to what depth 
of water ? — A. It is all ehallow water, 10 or 12 feet deep. About 7-inch mesh for the 
leader. 

Q. Do black bass lead well into pound-nets ? — A. He will go into pound-nets, 
but will go out again. 

Q. Is it not considered a good fish for lifting in pound-nets? — A. No, sir; never 
saw half a ton lifted, but have heard of it from fishermen. 

Q. How long ago since he said that happened ? — A. Eight years ago. 

Q. What was the most you ever saw lifted ofl" Felee Island ? — A. As high as *J0O 
pounds ; that would be from 60 to 70 fish, and is a good lift. 

Q. How often do they lift these nets ? — A. Once a day. 

Q. Do they catch that many a day in pound-nets? — A. No, sir; the average 
might be two or three ; they will not stay in pound-nets. 
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Q. At what season of the year is the biggest lift? — A. About the early part of 
September. 

Q. What time does the Pelee Club get done fishing ? — A. Cannot give the date; 
it is my impression this year the meet was in September. 

Q. At what sea)4on of the year is black bass best for market ? — ^A. The further 
from spawning the better, bent in September and October. 

Q. Is there pretty good liemand for black bass in the United States? — A, Yes, 
sir; they are considered a good table fish among some people. 

Q. Do Canadians like to eat them? — A. Yes, sir, 

Q. Do they never get them unless caught in pound-nets? — A. They catch a 
good many with hook and line, there are very few caught in pound-nets. 

Q. Can the public in the interior of the country get fish unless commercial 
fishermen supply them? — A. No, sir; unless some are caught with hook and lino. 

Q. Is it not a tact that black bass are sold in quantities in American markets? 
— ^A. There haye been when caught in great numbers, but they are not caught with 
hook and line. 

Q. Are there any bass on the shore up here? — A. East of Detroit Eiver there 
are a few splendid places to catch them. 

Q. Are close seasons pretty well obeyed? — A. For the last few years they have 
been. 

Q. Do you think it would make the people and fishermen on the shore dissatisfied 
if exceptional privilege were given to one and withheld from another in that respect ? 
— A. I think they should be allowed to angle at any time. 

Q. Why should not pound-net» and every mode of fishing be allowed as well ? — 
A. They catch in a wholesale manner. 

Q. Should angling clubs be permitted during close season but nets should not? 
— ^A. I think ^o. 

Q. Why do you think black, bass spawn about July ? — A. Have seen bass with 
spawn ripe about that season of the year. 

Q. Did you ever see bass on spawning beds ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. If spawn was ripe about July, when do you think close season for bass should 
end? — ^A. As far as commercial season is concerned it might be all the year round 
prohibiting pound- nets from catching bass. 

Q. In tne interest of black bans and for the preservation of the fisheries, when 
should it end ? — A. I think close season should be from 15th of June to loth of July. 

Q. Do you think it right that if American citizens are forbidden to catch black 
bass then in their own country, it would be right for us to say they might come here 
and catch them, is that just? — A. No, sir, 

Q. Are there any bass on the American side? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Any close season ? — A. They catch them any time. 

Q. Catch as many as at Pelee Island? — A. 1 think so, in proportion to the 
people fishing. 

Q. Can any one fish anvwhere they like on the American side ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Any kind of mesh thev like ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is it a good plan to allow this on this side of the lake ? — A. No, sir; the plan 
of the Fishery Department of Canada for meshes and close seasons is good if properly 
carried out; all that is required to make the system perfect is to give proper close 
seasons, proper meshes and then the system is good. 



JOHN A. BURTON sworn :— 

By Mr. Wilmot : 
Q. Your residence ? — A. Kent county. 
Q. Occupation? — A. Fisherman. 
Q. How long? — A. About five years. 
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Q. Nationality? — A. Canadian. 

Q. What in the nature of your fishery? — A. Pound-nets. 

Q. What kind of fish do you catch? — A. Pickerel, blue and gray, whîtefish, 
herring, sturgeon and coarse fish. 

Q. Any salmon-trout? — A. One this season, 34 pounds dressed. 

Q. What particular waters do you fish in ? — A. Twelve miles west of Bondeau. 

Q. Do you use any net beside pound-not? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you do any winter fishing? — A. No, sir. 

Q. What is the size of your mesh ? — A. Pot, 2-inch ; tunnels, 2J-inch ; hearts, 5- 
inch ; leaders, 8 to 10. 

Q. Have you taken notice when fish are in good condition? — ^A. Herring in 
June and July to the 1st of August, we catch a good number of whitefish in July 
— they are good then — sturgeon in June and July. 

Q. Where do you market your fish ? — A. To Captain Post ; they go to Sandusky; 
a small portion are sold to Canadians. 

Q. What kind offish are sold to Canadians ? — A. Same as to Americans. 

Q. What do you get for your fish ? — A. Whitefish, 6 cents a pound ; pickerel, 4 
cents ; herring and blue pickerel, f cent; very few bass. 

Q. When do you meet with the most losses ? — A. In November. 

Q. Have you taken notice when whitefish are ready to spawn? — A. About the 
1st of November. 

Q. Herring? — A. Later. 

Q. When are sturgeon ready ? — A. We get most eggs for caviare in the latter 
pajt of July. 

Q. Pickerel ? — A. They are done spawning by the 1st of April, because when 
we catch them in spring we find them going east, not many going west. 

^ Q. How small fish do you catch in your pot? — A. Herring 6 or 7 inches long; 
they are not marketable; we put them overboard with a dip-net after the large ones 
are sorted out. 

Q. Any other small fish? — A. Small white bass, no whitefish. 

Q. What about ISunday close time ? — A. It is not practicable. 

Q. Are there any American fishermen fishing within our territory ? — A. I do 
not know. 

Q. Do you think it is right for proper close seasons to be established ?— A. I 
do, in the interest of fishermen. 

Q. What time do you set your net down? — A. From the 10th to the 20th of 
April, then take it up until lOih of July, and set again the last of August or 1st of 
September, until 1st of November, when the wind generally takes iheni up for us. 

Q. Is it profitable to fish in November? — A. No, sir. it is not. 

Q. Is spearing practised in your neighbourhood ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you fjet many sturgeon ? — A. Quite a -few, about 75 or 80 this year, less 
than in former years. 

Q. What did you get in former years ? — A. As high as 2u0. 

Q. What is the cause of their being less? — A. More northerly weather; we 
attribute it to the wind; we get sturgeon when it is rough weather. 

Q. What is the average weight of surgeon? — A, Average about 100 pounds. 

y. Do you sell the whole carcass? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Who buys them ? — A. We sell to Po5>t Fishing Co. ; all fish are sold the same 
way. 

Q. Does the tug come to your nets ? — A. Yes, sir, the fish are put on board. 

Q. Is this done with the other nets in your neighbourhood ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you make a bargain for the whole season ? — A. They take what fish we 
catch during the whole season at marketable prices, only what we dispose of on our 
own shore. 

Q. Do they not make an agreement that you must give them ail your fish ? — A. 
No, sir. 

Q. Do you prefer sel ling on the Canadian side? — A. Ifwe could sell our quantity. 

Q. Do you get the highest price from Canadians or from Post Co. ? — ^A. From 
Mr. Post, for wo have less trouble with the fish. 
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Q. Where do the fish on this tug go ? — A. To Sandasky, Ohio. 

Q. Straight across ? — A. I do not know. 

Q. Have you any knowledge whether artificial fisheries are any help ? — A. Yes, 
sir, they are beneficial to fishermen. 

Q. Do they desire more of them ? — A. Yes, sir. Would like to see close seasons 
properly kept and hatclteries carried out. 

By Mr. Barris : 

Q. Do little fish get in the nets frequently? — ^A. Yes, sir, we slack away the 
nets 60 the rim line will be close to the water \ when caught in large quantities we 
let them all go when there are not many large ones, when there are we sort the big 
ones out and upset the net into the lake. 

Q. Did you hear that 4-inch mesh was ordered to be the regular mesh last 
spring ? — A. Yes, sir. . 

Q. If ordered to fish with them, what then ? — A. I would not put in the net at all. 

Q. What do you call your fishery? — A, Herripg fishery. 

Q, Many blue pickerel ? — A. Quite a few, too many, they are very destructive 
fish, prey upon young whitefish and young herring, 

Q. Many sturgeon under 3J feet ? — A. Quite a few, liberate all under 3 feet, it 
would be a benefit to put in all under 3^ feet, we could sell them but not so high and 
they are troublesome to handle. 

Q. ilow would you like 3-inch extension mesh ? — A. It would be no good. 

Q. Why so ?— A. They would gill in it. 

Q. What do you do with gilled fish ? — A. They are no good ; we bury all wo find 
dead in our pounds. 

Q. How often do you go to your pounds ? — A. Every day. 

Q. Would fish be all bad that were gilled ? — A. If we went every day they would 
not be bad, but in case of a storm they are bad. 

Q. In your fishery is the least destructive pot one with mesh that will not gill 
fish ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are herring as plentiful as three or four years ago ? — A. More so. 

Q. Have you the same description of fishing you had before ? — ^A. Yes, sir, more 
fish and less nets. 



Mr. JOSEPH MALOCHE sworn ;— 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Your occupation ? — A. Carpenter ; have been a fisherman about twenty-five 
years ; gave it up five years ago. 

Q. Your residence ? — A. Sandwich, West. 

Q. Nationality ? — A. Canadian. 

Q. What sort of fishery did you carry on ? — A. Whitefish, herring, pickerel, &c. 

Q, Did you carry on a whitefish fishery? — A. Yes, sir, by seining in Detroit 
Hiver, St. Clair River, and Lake St. Clair; pound nets in Lake St. Clair. In fall we 
caught whitefish principally, and herring, pickerel and soft fish in spring. 

Q. Were your nets same as previous witness ? — A, Yes, sir. 

Q. Where did you sell your fish ? — A. Same as former witness. 

Q. When do jvhitefish spawn ? — A. In November. 

Q. Herring ? — A. About the same. 

Q. Pickerel? — A. Some in March, mostly in April. 

Q. Anything about bass? — A. Have caught them ; think they spawn in June. 

Q. Sturgeon ? — A. In July. 

Q. What was the mesh of your seine? — A. 1 J inch, IJ-inch, 2-iaoh, for white- 
fish, 3^inch extension ; herring, 2-inch extension. 

Q. Would whitefish gill in 3-inch mesh? — A. They will. 
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Q. Will whitefish gill in 2^inch mesh? — ^A. Seldom» but the smaller sized ones 
will. 

Q. Do you think it advisable to have properly selected close seasons ? — A. They 
are no good if the lish are kept in proper pens so they can spawn, they lie still there 
and nothing disturbs them. 

Q. Are these pens made with planks to walk all around them ? — ^A. Yes, sir, 
generally. 

Q. For what purpose ? — A. To make it handy for people to walk around and 
see how the fish are getting on. 

Q. When these ponds were in use, a good many people walked around ? — A. 
They did, when we would allow them. 

Q. Fish could be disturbed then ? — A. Yes, when fish were thick they could be, 
and were disturbed. 

Q. Woula they bo as quiet there as in ^e open river? — A. I think so, the fish 
were more quiet in the pen than in the river. 

Q. Was the place where the horses and men were working alongside of the 
pen ? — A. Where the fish were caught and seines drawn was part of the pen. This 
made no disturbance to the fish at all. 

Q. What did the fish come u|) Detroit River for? — A. To spawn. 

Q. Were they principally caught in October and November? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How soon in October? — A. Commence about the 10th of October. 

Q. Would this apply to herring, too ? — A. Herring commenced in September, 
and spawned about the same as whitefish. 

Q. Is it a fact that some ponds would have 20,000, 30,000, and 40,000 whitefish 
in ? — A. We had 80,000 and 90,000 at one time in a single pen. 

Q. Were there any other pens would have as many as that ? — ^A. I do not know 
of any, there were in other pens at the same time 30,000 and 40,000. 

Q. This would be, when? — A. In November, which was their spawning time. 

Q. What was done with these fish ? — A. They were kept until January, Febru- 
ary, some until March, and sold in New York markets mostly. 

Q. Did you sell them yourselves ? — A. Yes, sir, I wont there. 

Q. What would they bring about that time? — A. From 925 to $32 a hundred. 

Q. Did some die in the pens? — A. A few of the biggest fish died in the pens. 
Male fish are generally the largest ; they are the ones that died ; very few females died. 

Q. You think the loss to the river, if all males died, would not be great? — A. No, 
sir, females are of most value to the river. 

Q. If you had 1,000 females in a pen how many males would they require ? — A. 
Quite a few, the great proportion of them would be males, and die. In the last run 
they are all smaller fissh, and are pretty much all males. • 

Q. What quantity would you lose out of 90,000 in pons ? — A, If early, the loss 
would be heiivy, about 10 per cent would be lost. 

Q. If you had no pons would it be advisable to have close seasons to allow the 
fish to spawn ? — A. Yes, sii*. 

Q. Do you think pens injurious to the river ?— A. No, sir. 

By request of Mr. Cleary the following questions were put : — 

Q. Do you know that young fish all lived that were spawned in those pens? — A. 
Most of the eggs spawned in pens produced young fish, and they lived ; have seen 
millions of them in that way. 

Q. How did you know they were young whitefish ? — ^A. Was so well acquainted 
with the fish. 

Q. How many fins has a young whitefish? — A. Never took tbe trouble to count, 
but can tell them on sight. 

Q. Are fish affected by noise overhead ? — A, Fish cannot hear, but they can 
see. If people weie walking around these pens they could not hear, but the 
vibration would frighten the fish; it would make no difference about 100 feet dis- 
tance from the pen, but nearer it would annoy them. 

Q. Do the larger proportion offish die in October than in November? — A. Yes, 
sir, the water is colder in November. 

70 



Digitized by 



Google 



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. lea) A. 1893 

Q. Does the temperature of the water affeot fulUgrown fish ? — ^A, I believe it 
does. 

Q. Do you know anything aboot fish hatching ? — A. Yes, sir, a little, nothing 
practical. 

Q. Have you been inside the hatchery ? — A. Yes, sir, did not know anything 
about it, saw young fish there, saw them put out, and they looked pretty lively. 

Q. Do you know whether they lived or not? — A, That is hard to tell. 

By Mr, Harris : 

Q. When did you first see fish begin to fail in Detroit River ? — A, Fifteen yeai-s 
ago. 

Q. How do you account for the failure of the fishery ? — A. A good deal to 
pound-nots. ' 

Q. Did you ever fish with pound-nets ? — A. ïes, sir, in Lake St. Clair, 

Q. Does that affect the fishery on Detroit Biver? — A. It has nothing to do 
with it. Never fished with pound-nets in Lake Erie ; have been down to Kingsville, 
on Lake Erie, twelve or fourteen years ago. 

Q. Were there any pound-nets there then ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. llow many did you sec? — A. Never kept track. 

Q. How many do you think ? — A. Could not say. 

Q. Have you any idea of the number of pound-nets on Lake Erie at that time? 
— ^A. Could not tell. 

Q. Have you any idea of the sizô of Lake Erie ; how long ? — A. Could not tell, 
DO idea, saw as far as Kingsville. 

Q. Can you read and write ?-^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long have you lived here? — A. Was raised here. 

Q. How far west have you been in the United States? — A. Many places — 
Michigan, Ohio, on the shore of Ohio ; have seen pound-nets there twelve years ago. 

Q. Do you think if pound-nets were taken out of Lake Erie now, fishing 
would be all right again in the river? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How many pound-nets in Lake Erie? — A. Do not know anything about it. 

Q. What kind of fishing would you recommend there? — A. Seine fishing is the 
only kind that would pay. 

Q. Would you draw them in October and November? — A. Sometimes in Sep- 
tember for herring. Fishing would pay better now than ever before, we would sell 
the bulk of them in the United States. 

Q. Do they want any quantity of our fish there ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would you have close season for these seines? — ^A. Close season is all right 
I think. November is the right time fur herring and whitefish. 

Q. Could you catch whitefish coming up Detroit Eiver in November J — A. 
Catch them and spawn them in pens and sell them when spawned out. We would 
have fish sure then and spawn for the public. 

Q. Is it pretty clear that all fish run up to spawn ? — A. Yes, sir. 
• Q. Is this supposed to bo the easiest place to catch them ? — A. Yes, sir, the 
easiest way in the rough season. 

Q. What about the hatchery? — A. I do not think much of that; very little 
help; but I think a pen is the better way of breeding them in Canada or the United 
States, they breed naturally in pens. 



Mr. JOSEPH ALLEN sworn :— 
By Mr. Wilmot: 

Q. Your residence?— A. Sandwich. 
Q. Your occupation ? — A. Fisherman, still fishing. 
Q. How long a fisherman ? — A. For the last 20 years. 
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Q. Nationality? — A. Canadian. 

Q. Where are you fishing? — A. Lake Huron. 

Q. What kind of fishery did you run here? — A. Seine fishing in Detroit Biver, 
for whitefish and herring, and a few sturgeon, probably from 50 to 75 in a fall. 

Q. What kind of fishery are you engaged in? — ^A. Whitefish fishery on Detroit 
Eiver and Lake St. Clair; run seines on Eiver St. Clair. 

Q. What is the size of mesh ? — A. For herring, 2 inch extension, whitefish, 4- 
inch extension. 

Q. Will 3-inch meflh gill any whitefish? — A. It will if gill-net twine, it will not 
if seine twine, some odd fisih will gill. 

Q. When are whitefish in best condition for market? — A. They are always «in 
good condition if you can catch them, but not quite so goodafier spawning. 

Q. When Jo they spawn ? — A. About the 10th of November — some before, the 
greater part after. 

Q. When do herring spawn ? — A. Latter part of November. 

Q. Have you ever seen them spawning in the beginning of November ? — A. 
Never. 

Q. When do sturgeon spawn? — A. The year round, sir — eggs are fiowing from 
them the year round, more particularly in June. 

Q. Do you make caviare ?-^A. Yes, sir; eggs are a little more loose in June. 

Q. Do you know anything about bass ? — A. Nothing. 

Q. Do you know anything about Americans fishing in our waters at all? — A. 
I do not know. * 

Q. Do you believe it advisable to have well selected close seasons for preserving 
the fish? — A. I do not think so at all. I think it all nets, in the first place, had 
right sized mesh, 4-inch extension, and not destroying small fish, the fish would be 
preserved. I think fishermen would be better satisfied to fish 4-inch mesh, and fish 
when others do. 

Q. All big fish would be caught? — A. Yes, sir, have seen a great many small 
û^h caught, some were used and some were not. These were caught in meshes 
3-inch extension. 

Q. What about pound-nets using 1-inch bar ? — ^A. I do not think it right that any 
net should be allowed under 4-inch extension if it is desirable to preserve the fishery. 
This should apply alike to pound, seine and gill-nets. 

Q. Do you think it wise to have fishing general in the month of November, if 
that is the spawning time for whitefish ? — A. Whitefish should be caught at all times 
if limited to 4-inch extension. We are helping to supply fish for the same waters 
as Americans, and why not have the benefit of it as weli as Americans. 

Q. At what time are most herring caught in Detroit Eiver? — A. In November, 
which^s their spawning season. 

Q. Do you know anything about the herring fisheries^ in Detroit River so far as 
to quantity caught ten years ago ? — A. Herring were caught in good numbers seven 
years ago; as many as 400,000 and 500,000 wore caught on the west side of Fighting 
Island on ûve stations. For 1888 and 1889 we did not catch much more than enough 
to pay expenses. 

Q. Wore they ripe for spawning when you caught them ? — A. Do not think so; 
they were caught principally in September and the beginning of October. 

Q. What were they there so numerously for ? — A. Do not know; they were 
filled with spawn. 

Q. Do you not think catching such vast numbers would affect the crop of young 
fish afterwards ? — A. It might, it might not. It does not improve it, this quantity 
being taken could not improve the fishery. 

Q. If they were allowed to spawn do you think it would improve the fishery 
then ? — A. I think it would. The same would apply to whitefish. 

Q. When are those nets generally set for fishing? — A. In fall, put out about 
the 1st of September for herring, for whitefish about the 15th or 25th of October, 
and fishing was carried on through October and November until 1889. Permits, 
however, were granted to catch whitefish during the month of November, with the 
view of supplying the hatchery with eggs. 
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Q. Is the artificial breeding beneficial ? — A. Not to the river ; it may be to the 
lake. 

Q. Is it advisable to increase the number of hatcheries? — ^A. I am not fishing 
in the lake, and derive no benefit from them in the rivers, so do not think it advisa- 
ble to put in more. If the month of November was close season, the hatcheries are 
not required; if no close season, might keep the hatchery goin^; do not know it does 
any good ; it does none in the river. 

Q. Do whitefish spawn in Lake Huron? — A. Yes, sir; around the islands. Do 
not know whether they spawn in Lake Erie or not, but think they do. 

Q. Is there any loss to fishermen on account of eggs being obtained for the 
hatchery ?^ — A. Yes, sir; we lost time in the way they handle the fish. They lost 
$1,000. I waH Mr. Gauthier's foreman in 1889^ and wo got notice to stop fishing in 
close season for two days ; then we got a permit to fish again, if we would supply 
the hatchery with eggs free. We lost money by this transaction. Wo were not 
compelled to go on fishing under this arrangement, but we went on and lost by it. 
We had agreed with other parties to furnish e^gs for the hatchery in the United 
States; but, by accepting the department's offer, we could not furnish these eggs 
during close season to the Americans, and so lost $400 that we expected to get for 
catching fish and supplying eggs to Americans during close season in Canada. I 
am interested in getting a portion of this $400. We caught about 9,000 whitefish 
under that permit. We sold about 3,000 or 4,000 at half price, that is, 4J cents per 
pound ; the others we sold at 9 cents. 

Q. How long did^you fish ? — A. We fished until the end of the season. 

Q. Were any other persons fishing in the river at that time? — A. We were the 
only parties allowed to fish during close season. 

By Mr, Harris ; 

Q. Is 4-inch mesh recommended for Detroit River only ? — A. All the lakes, too. 

Q. Have you ever fished anywhere but Detroit River, Lake St. Clair and Lake 
Huron ? — A. Never on Lake Erie. 

Q. Are you certain it would be suitable to Lake Erie ? — A. To the fish certainly, 
because small fish work through. Cannot catch herring with 4-inch mesh. They are 
the most staple fish, but if 4-inch mesh, it would be for whitefish. 

Q. Would 4-inch mesh catch herring in Lake Erie ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Would it catch blue pickerel? — A. It would gill some, probably 2 or 2J 
pounds. 

Q. Have you caught many blue pickerel? — A. Yes, on River St. Clair. 

Q. What weight usually ? — A. About 2^ pounds, largest size. 

Q. How big pike do you get there ? — A. Five pounds. 

Q. Are they pretty numerous in Lake Erie? — A. Do not know. 

Q.^ow big whitefish would you get? — A. One pound would get out; IJ 
pound would gill in 4-inch mesh pound nets. 

Q. Would all gilled fish be destroyed ? — A. No, sir. Have fished with pound- 
nets in Lake Huron; it is a trout and whitefish lake. 

Q. Did you use 4-inch mesh ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you ever seen one? — A. No, sir; but it is 5-inch mesh we are using in 
Lake Huron; "all the herring go through. It is used for whitefish, trout and yellow 
pickerel. 

Q. Is it set for pickerel or trout or whitefish? — A. Wo have grounds we set 
only lor pickerel and sturgeon on the north shore of Lake Huron. 

Q. Is 5-inch mesh the regulation for sturgeon ? — A. Yes, sir; we observe the law. 

Q. Is 4-inch mesh right for Detroit River ? — A. Yes, sir, and Lake Erie as well, 
only seines in Detroit River. Have not fished in Detroit River since 1889. 

Q. How long back did you fish ? — A, About 20 years ago. 

Q. When did you first notice Detroit River fishing giving out? — A. About 13 
years ago. 

Q. How do you account for the fi-^hory becoming poor ? — A. They have bocu 
catching fish lots of them on both sides. I hear there are two or three times as 
many pound-nets on the American side as on the Canadian side. 
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Q. Docs that account for the lose by catching fish on both sides o£Lake Erie? 
— A. Yes, sir^ 

Q. To make Detroit River fishing good again would you stop fishing on Lake 
Erie ? — A. I would not stop all fishins: ihei*e. 

Q. How do you account for the loss of fish? — A. I blame pound-nets to a cer- 
tain extent, because allowed to fish too small a mesh net. 

Q. Would a pound-net begin to destroy a fishery in one year?— A. It would take 
a few years to do so. 

Q. How many pound-nets on the Canadian side of Lake Erie 13 years ago? — 
A. I do not know anything about that. 

Q. Do you know how many there are now? — A. I heard to-day about 200 on 
the north shore. 

Q. Do whitefish run into Detroit River to spawn ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And the time to catch them was when they were spawning ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How close were nets together on Detroit River 13 years ago ? — A. Pretty 
close, some places there was room for more, some places there was not. 

Q. What was the average number of uets per mile? — A. At one portion about 
seven nets in one mile, that was about the thickest, all are not so thick on the 
opposite shore, probably there would be two in one mile more on the Canadian 
shore ; same sized nets, same build on both sides. 

Q. Did it ever occur to yoa that fish in Lake Erie feed on each other? — A. Yes, 
sir; whitefish and herring do not; pike and blue pickerel feed on other fish. 

Q. When you catch the finer class of fish such as whjtefish and herring, and 
leave those behind that feed upon them, does not that account for their disappeai- 
ance ? — A. I do not think that makes much difference, man makes more difierence 
than fish in reducing the quantities of the better kinds. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. You say you caught about 9,000 fish after starting on the permit in about 14 
days with six seines ; were the fish from all these seines used for getting eggs for the 
hatchery? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How many men were engaged with the seines ? — A. About 60 men at the 
rate of 80 cents a day. We caught and supplied the eggs and lost 8400. 



Mr. CHARLES GAUTHIER ^worn :— 

.• 

Mr. WiLM0T.--Mr. Gauthier lequests to be allowed to read a paper and then be 
examined and re-examined upon it. 

Mr. Harris. — I will not admit that, for we have to go all over again and wo 
may have to submit to it over and over. Examine no witness except as all others 
have been. 

Mr. WiLMOT. — Suppose we take the written document and then go on and ex- 
amine him. 

Mr. Harris. — He can do anything he likes with it, he can mail it to us or to 
the press. 

Mr. Solicitor Clbary, (was permitted to offer a question for Mr. Gauthier.) — 
We offer it to you now, it does not bar you from asking the questions you have. 

Mr. Harris. — I do not want any help ; my duties are told me in the case in 
which I have got. 

Mr. Cleary. — Mr. Gauthier has a letter from the Deputy of this Commission 
which might be valuable. 

Mr. WiLMOT. — It would be better sent to Mr. Smith, the Deputy Minister. 

Mr. Clbart. — You could examine the statements and cross-exan^»"** and ask 
your own questions; we thought it would save time. 
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Mr. WiLMOT. — We can take the paper as a letter, but caiiDOt take it as evidence. 
Mr. Harris will pat an elastic around it. 

Mr. Cleart. — You can read it at yonr leisure. 

Mr. WiLMOT. — Suppose he reads the paper; it will not be taken down as evi- 
dence. 

Mr. Harris. — I have very strong objections to the paper being read ; we are 
not appointed to hear any evidence only on certain points, proper size of mesh and 
proper close season — those subjects more particularly. 

Mi-. Qlbaky. — You are to take such information as will be good for the Commis- 
sion. 

Mr. Harris. — We are quite competent to examine Mr. Gauthier without any 
prompting or any help whatever. 

Mr. Cleart. — May not a man prepare a paper whose memory might be defective ? 

Mr. WiLMOT. — We will take the document if he gives or mails it to us, but we 
cannot take it as evidence ; we examine him as we have all other men, we will take 
this in, but we cannot take it as evidence. 

Mr. Clbary. — ^You can cross-examine him. 

Mr. WiLMOT (looking over the paper). — Some of these things are impossible to 
swear to. t 

Mr. Clbart. — He will stand the results. 

Mr. WiLMOT. — ^We do not want to be placed in the unpleasant position of prov- 
ing any wrong act against him. Do you give us this for our information. 

Mr. Gauthier. — 1 send it in for you to keep and take down and then want the 
paper back. 

Mr. HARRIS. — Go on with the examination with Mr. Grauthier the same as with 
all other witnesses. 

By Mr. Wilmot : ^ 

Q. Your residence? — A. Windsor, Ont. 

Q. Occupation ? — A. Fisherman. 

Q. Are you actually engaged an a fisherman now ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Nationality? — A. Canadian. 

Q. What kind of fishery do you carry on? — A. Have been engaged in catching 
whitetish, trout, sturgeon, pickerel, herring, perch and other lake and river fishes. 

Q. When? — A. For a large number of years; commenced on the Detroit Hiver ; 
fished about 25 years ago, up to 1889 without any trouble as to close seasons, on Lakes 
Brie, St. Clair, and Huron part of the above number of years. Also fished in Lake 
Winnipeg, also did fish business in New Brunswick, British Columbia, having proba- 
bly taken as» many hard fish ns any other fisherman or fish dealer in Ontario, and at 
ti^es have employed from 250 to 300 men in fishing and work connected with fish- 
erie.s. During this time I 8tudie<l the fishing industry, habits offish and spawning 
season. 

Q. What description of nets did you use? — A. Seines, pound-nets, gill-nets. 
Have fished fike-nets. 

Q. What size mesh did you use in these nets ? — A. Various sizes. 

Q. In pound-nets? — A. Later years in Lake Huron, three sides of the net, 
4-inch mesh, back 3^, but that will allow herring all to escape in Lake Erie. When 
I fished we used meshes of 2 to 2^ inches, hearts and tunne^ 4^ to 5 inches, ieadera, 
6 to 7 inches. i 

Q. In gill-nets? — A. I principally used for trout fishing 5 to 5^ inches, for 
whitefish fishing, gill-nets 4f to 5 inches. 

Q. What about seines ? — A. For perch and herring in Detroit River, mesh about 
2-inch extension, and for whitefish, 3J to 4 inches. 

Q. For sturgeon? — A. Have caught sturgeon in pound-nets and théines ; set a 
few gill-nets for sturgeon, with mesh 10 and 11-inch : these were only for experiment. 

Q. Do small fish pass through pound-nets? — A. A -j-inch mesh in pot of pound- 
net will allow a 2-pound fish to escape which is a marketable fish. This was used 
in Lake Huron for catching whitefish, salmon-trout and such other fish as come into 
the nets. 
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Q. In Lake Brie your nota were 2-inch extension, how small fish will pass 
thwugh 2-ino.h mesh ? — A. Fish from i to ^ pound will pass through mesh 2 to 2J- 
inch extension measure. 

Q. What tish do you mean when you say that? — A. These will be pike, perch, 
small herring, small whitefish and small pickerel. 

Q. In your observations of twenty-live years in what months are these market- 
able liflh in best condition ? — A. Salmon-trout, from early spring to the 15th of 
October. 

Q. When during that time are they in best condition ? — A. In the spring. 

Q. When are whitefish best ? — A. In best condition from spring to November 
10th, on Lake Huron ; in Lake Erie would be till November 1st; after this period in 
both cases fish are preparing to spawn or migrating to their spawning grounds. 

Q. When are herring in best condition ? — A. Same as salmon-trout and white- 
fish. 

Q. With regard to coai'se fish, sturgeon ? — A. Not much difFereuce with 
sturgeon, I believe they spawn the whole year round. They are in good condition 
except from the 15th of June to the 1st of July, at which time the majority of these 
fish spawn. 

Q. Pickerel or doré ?,— A. Better after the 1st of May, and remain so until the 
1st ot April following. 

Q. Do you catch maskinonejë or pike? — A. A lew, they are in best condition 
after the 1st of May until the end of the season. 

Q. Do you do anything with the mudcats? — A. No, sir. 

Q. When are bass in best condition? — A. From 15th of June to the end of the 
season. I am not fully acquainted with these fish. Bass should not be allowed to be 
taken wilh nets, but should be allowed to be taken the year round with rod and line. 
I have not taken during all my fishing exceeding one ton of bass. I did buy at one 
time about two tons of bass caught in Jlitchell's Bay, in May or June, some years 
ago. I purchased other large quantities at other times by my agents at Mitchell's 
Bay, as early as April. 

Q. Do you know anything about bass fishing at Pelee Island? — A. I am not 
acquainted with it, but it is said bass enter pound-nets and go out again. 

Q. When are perch in best condition ? — ^A. Perch and sauijer pickerel or sand 
pike are in best condition after the 15th of April. 

Q. Where did you generally market your lish? — A. In the United States; a 
few in Canada. 

Q. Could you give us the average price of whitefish? — A. The average whole- 
sale price for whitefish and trout would be about 6 cents per pound at Detroit during 
summer and fall. 

Q. What areherring? — A. During summer and fall about 2 cents, and in the 
winter 3 cents at the same market. 

Q. How do prices bear in Canada with regard to prices in the United States? 
A. Generally speaking, we had to sell our fish for less in Canada than in the United 
States, and it is hard to make sales in Canada. 

Q. Give the price of sturgeon? — A. During summer and fall now about 6 cents 
a pound for dressed sturgeon. 

Q. What is the ordinary weight of your sturgeon? — A. From 16 to 20 pounds 
when dressed, that is. Lake Huron sturgeon ; Lake Erie fish are larger. 

Q. What would bo the whole weight of that sturgeon ? — A. The ordinary length 
of sturgeon in Lake Huron would be about 5 feet, and would weigh from 30 to 50 
pounds. 

Q. Have you been engaged in the collection of eggs for caviare? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How much would you get from a forty- pound sturgeon? — A. Forty-pound 
sturgeon will give from 6 to 12 pounds of caviare, but it is only one out of 10 or 15 
sturgeon that will give eggs except from 15th of June to the 1st of July. 

Q. When do you believe that salmon-trout are principally engaged in spawning ? 
— A. There are several kinds of trout; the kind known as salmon-trout, from the 
27th of October to 15th of November. 
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Q. When do whitefish «pawn ? — A. In Lake Huron they spawn about 18th 
November to 20th December. In Lake Erie and Detroit Eiver, 15th of November 
to the 25th of November on the average, but very few spawn before and after. 
Some seasons they vary a littJe, according to circnmstancoH. 

Q. Herring, wh'în? — A. They spawn in Detroit River about the same time as 
whitefish; in Lake Huron a little later. 

Q. Pickerel, when ? — A. From 15th of April to May Ist, depending upon locality. 

Q. What about maskinongë and pike? — A. Spawn in the spring. 

Q. BasH? — A. Spawn in spring; would say May and June. 

Q. When is it most dangerous or diflBcult to carry on your fiishery ? — A. Late 
in fall, in the latter part of November and December. 

Q. Have you lost more nets from storms during November and December than 
at other times? — A. Fishermen lose more nets from storms from the 20th of 
November and during December, but not so much during October. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of large quantities of immature fish being caught 
and thrown away aé unmarketable? — A. Immature fish have not been caught and 
thrown away by me. I lifted pound-nets with 8^ and 4-inch mesh with thousands 
of young herring in, but nearly all of them went through the net. If you have the 
mesh of pound-nets too large, a great many herring will get gilled in it, whereas if 
the mesh were 2-inch, it will catch young fish. The fishermen might turn the 
young fish out, if they choi«e; some would be gilled in the act of putting them out. 

^. Have you any knowledge of large quantities of small fish being caught and 
thrown away? — A. Never. 

Q. Did you never write that to the department, that large quantities were 
thrown away? — A. No; I have seen small whitefish caught at Erie in small mesh 
gill-nets ; was informed they were caught in gill-nets; saw 400 or 500 pounds. This 
was during one time I was there. ThcKO small whitefish are principally caught 
east of Port Dover. 

Q. Do you know of any other kind offish besides small whitefish being caught 
and thrown away? — A, I do not know of any except suckers and mullets. 

Q. What about the Sunday close lime? — A. It is ut(er folly and foolishness, 
no lake fisherman can keep it, any evil-disposed person can come along and unjustly 
put him in trouble, 

Q. Do you know anything about Americans fishing in our waters? — A. I do 
not know about that only by report that fishermen from Detour crossed over into 
North Channel, Georgian Bay, and fished there during close season. Do not know 
this to have been done in Lake Erie. 

Q. Do you think it wise to protect fish by close seasonvj ? — A. One general long 
close season should be established, the time to be from November 2()th to April 
20th, outside of that no black bass to be caught in nets of any description. 

Mr. Gauthier wishes to make a statement giving his reasons; Mr. Harris says, 
" Take it down " ; Mr. Wilmot does not agree but giva^ way. 

My reasons are, the fish killed in the month of December, January, February, 
or March, would be dead fish ; the spawn of that fish would be lost in the lake, just 
the same as if it had been killed the day before it spawned, because fish live many 
3'ears. 

Next, it would be a great benefit to fishermen ; they would have no great 
variety of close seasons interfering one with the other, so that at nearly all times 
of the fishing season the men are liable to be complained offer violation of close 
season, and nets confiscated and other penalties. 

Another good reason is, the fish would be more valuable on the average price, 
because the fish dealer would preserve the surplus fish lo be sold during the winter 
months, by distributing the total catch of all fisheries, in that way the average value 
of the fish would be increased. Commencing on the 20th oJ November, the spawn- 
ing time of whitefish in Lake Huron, and Georgian Bay, and Lake Superior, would 
be covered about as well as at the present time. The spawning time for whitefish in 
Lake Erie commences about the 18th or 20th of November ; in Detroit Kiver they 
commence to spawn a little earlier, but the month of November is the only time 
that whitefish can be caught in Detroit Eiver, in sufficient quantities to pay for 
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fishing them, and has boen so for a namber of years. For thirteen years from the 
year 187« to 1889, the close season for whitefish in Detroit River was suspended, 
and several ministers, I think^Mr. Pope, Mr. McLelan and Mr. Foster, would not 
enforce that close season in Detroit River, because it was unreasonable. Whitefish 
in Detroit River cannot be caught here in sufficient quantities to pay expenses 
before aboat October 25th, leaving only five or six days, which would not pay any 
fisherman to purchase his fishing outfit and go to the expense of getting ready. 

Salmon-trout, and other trout in Lake Su|:)erior, Huron and Georgian Bay, arc 
a fish that can never be caught out with nets so as to deplete the lakes altogether. 
Whenever the fish have been caught out in any quantity iu one locality the fisher- 
men move from one station to another to fish. Ltike Huron is at places over eighty 
miles wide, there are shoals in the middle of the lake extending many miles, and are 
scarcely as yet fished on. Take Sandbeach and Oscoda, on the American side, the 
American fishermen this year made splendid fishing for salmon-trout, and salrnon- 
trout area fish that are mostly caught with gill-nets. Grill-nets when set in the lake 
are not over from six to ten feet, on the average ; the saimon-troutat certain reasons of 
the summer swim high in the water, and come to the surface of the lake when the fish- 
ermen cannot catch them, except a few ; they come to the surface of the lake for 
herring, grasshoppers and other insects that float in the water. Gill-nets are set in 
the winter months, fishing for whitefish in Lakes Superior, Huron and Georgian 
Bay ; these nets at times are not lifted for many da3's, the fish are caught, and when 
the netK are raised the cold weather of the winter freezes the fish solid. They are 
srenerally there on the ice where there is snow, and a great portion of these are not 
fit for the market, but cannot be detected until thawed out. They greatly injure 
the market price of good fish caught in summer months and preserved for winter 
sale. At Port Arthur, on Lake Superior, whitefish caught at ihat point will not 
command over one-balf the price of the whitefish of Lake Erie, when they are sold 
in the markets in the winter months. It injures all of our fishermen and fish 
dealers, as they sell these fish at low prices to get rid of them. Salmon-trout when 
caught in these gill-nets, in the winter months, and lifted out of the water, soon 
become hard, the fisherman may be miles from his fishing shanty, and before he can 
dress them they are so hard he cannot do it, the result being that the gall of 
the fish, and the large quantity of small fish which it contains at times soon rots the 
fish inside, nnd that also injures the sale offish caught during the summer and fall 
months. I have known both of these, from my own experience in handling fish, 
I consider the winter fishing destructive and wasteful, and not profitable; the only 
way whitefish can be caught during winter, is gill-nets under the ice. I believe that 
winter fishing is carried on in .some localities for black bass, mullets and pickerel, 
notably too in the Eiver Thames ; I think in Mitchell's Bay, for black bass towards 
spring, and many other places. Black bass in winter months is dormant, and should 
not be caught in nets at any time of the year, in my opinion. 

In Lake Superior trout are very ])Ientiful, and not many fishermen on thai lake 
so far ; if trout became a little less in Lake Huron, the fishermen would obtain a 
higher price for them, while the close season for trout would commence on the 20th 
November, it is now commencing on the 1st of November, a difference of twenty 
days. As the trout spawn from the 1st to the 15ih or 16th of November, the average 
benefits of close season in the case of the whitefish and increased price offish would 
far more than counterbalance the few days' difference in trout fishing, while I do 
not think trout can be exterminated by nets out of Lakes Huron and Superior. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. What time do you set your nets in spring ? — A. In Detroit River^e com- 
menced for whitefish formerly lOthof October, but lately the 25th or 27th of Octo- 
ber, but very few fish are caught in Detroit River before the 1st of November. 
Comparatively there were none to be caught before the 10th of October. 

Q. What did the whitefish come up the Detroit River for ? — A. To spawn. 

Q. Were they not taken at any other time ? — ^A. No, sir. 

Q. When would the whitefish fishing cease ?— A. The end of November — the 
bulk of it was in the middle of November. 
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Q. Would that be the pnDcipal npawning time, then? — A. Fi-om the 15th to the 
20th of November, spawning would be pretty much over by the 20th of November. 

Q. If fishiDg was carried on principally during the month of November, it 
-would be principally duiing «pawning time, would it not ? — A. Certainly. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. When did you first hear of this Commission being appointed by the Govern- 
ment ? — A. Noticed it in the paper. 

Q. How long ago? — A. In fact Mr. Wilmot's son told me about it a month a/?o. 

Q. Was there any concentrated actioil of fishermen in this locality? — A. No, 
sir. I tried to induce a few of the old fishermen to come and give their evidence, but 
I am sure there are about fifty or more who would have liked to have giveu their 
evidence agreeing with the evidence given yesterday. 

Q. When does the run of whitefish and herring first appear in tbe river? — A. 
The first run formerly came on the 15th or 20th of October; the second run about 
the 1st of November. 

Q. Any whitefiî?h caught in Lake St. Clair ? — A. Not very many. 

Q, What year did you.fiHh in it ? — A. Several years with pound-nets. 

Q. Are you fishing with pound-nets there now ? — A. Not to-day. 

Q. How far back does your knowledge of Lake St. Clair whitefish go? — A. Ten 
or fifteen years. 

Q. Has there been an increase or decrease of whitefish ? — A. I think a decrease. 

Q. Have you any figures ? — The largest catch out of two or three pound-nets 
would be about 400 or 500 fish. 

Q. Have blue pickerel always been part of the catch ? — A. No. I caught some 
down in Lake Erie first ; they do not run up this river ; that was about five years 
ago; do not think there are any, only stray ones in Lake St. Clair. 

Q. Do you think the destruction of fish in pound-nets is greatly exaggerated ? — 
A. I do. 

Q. By a general law for close seasons did you mean statutory law or Oi-der in 
Coancil ? — A. The same as it is now, fishery regulations for the province of Ontario. 

Q. You say no black bass should be caught in nets ? — A. No, sir, 

Q. Do you regard black bass as a good table fish ? — ^A. I do. 

Q. One in demand by the public ? — A. Certainly. 

Q. For which they pay good prices ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In commercial fishing is it necessary to distribute the various fish caught 
inland to make it remunerative? — A. It is. 

Q. If black bass are not caught in nets, how are the general public in the interior 
of Canada to get them ? — ^A. If the public were permitted to catch them with rod 
and line at any time, they would have a proper chance to catch them. 

Q. Do you want the whole comujunity to turn fishermen and catch black bass ? 
— A. Some who caught with rod and line might sell some. If not caught with rod 
and line they would become more numerous. 

Q. Do black bass pound easily ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do they usually get out ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Under any circumstances then not many are caught in neta ? — A. Principally 
in seines. 

Q. Do you consider seine fishing a destructive mode of fishing? — A. Not more 
than other kinds of nets, generally speaking. 

Q. Where would you consider tnem most destructive ? — A. If drawn in small 
ponds, or bays or small rivers. 

Q. What fish would they catch there ? — ^A. It depends upon locality. 

Q. Herring or whitefish ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. The places where seines would not be destructive would be in rivers and 
places where herring and whitefish spawn ? — ^A. In large rivera they would be des- 
tructive, but the fish would have a good chance to escape. In large rivers you get a 
certain percentage : yon get a haul ; it takes some time to make another haul. 

Q. ion have had considerable experience fishing in Lake Huron ? — A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. What system is the least injnrious in that lake, what tends to 'exhaust the 
fish the least ? — A. Pound-nets would not catch many salmon-trout, pound -net fishing 
is the best mode to catch the fish in Lake Huron — they would catch whitefish, hemng 
and salmon-trout. ' ,_ 

Q. What do you regard as the most destructive mode ? — A. Grill-nets. " \Jû: . 

Q. Are there any blue pickerel in Lake Huron ? — A. Never noticed any. 

Q. Are they in great abundance in Lake Erie ? — A. I think so. -iv * '" 

Q. Are they very destructive to small fish in the lake? — A. I -have no doubt 
that they are. • r'^TM fO'^v: 

Q. Do they go about in shoals? — A. I think they do, different from the hard 
pike. 

Q. If they go about in shoals naturally they frequent deep water ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Hard pike hugs the shore? — A. He runs in marshes. 

Meeting adjourned sine die. 



No. 5.— SAENIA. 

Evidence of MARQUIS A. HITCHCOCK, of Saruia, taken before Fishery Com- 
missioners Wilmot and Harris at Ottawa, 1st March, 1893. 

By Mr. Wilmot ; 

Q. What is your occupation? — A. Fisherman for 35 years, and u Canadian by 
birth. 

Q. What description offish have you principally caught during that time ? — A. 
Herring, pickerel and sturgeon. 

Q. What description of net have you used? — A. Seines altogether. The seine 
mesh would be IJ inch bar measure, and the wings would be from 1^ to 2 inches. 

Q. Have you evei* fished with pound-nets, fike-nets or gill-nets ? — -A. No. 

Q. What locality have you principally fished in? — A. Right in the mouth of 
the River St. Clair; we did not go into the lake. The river is about 300 yards wide, 
and we fish about one-third of that distance out. 

Q. What description of twine do you use as to size ? — A. We use Nos. 9 and 12 
thread principally all the lime. 

Q. How much would a net of 1^ inch bar measure shrink when put in the water 
and used ? — A. Our nets do not shrink ; they are cotton, and we do not tar them : 
wo put them through hemlock tun. When made of cotton twine the net is inclined 
to extend rather than contract. With linen twine or thread I could not tell, I never 
used it. 

Q. Are there many seines fishing in your neighbourhood? — A. There are about 
four or five above me ; and below, down the St. Clair, for a distance of 20 or 30 
miles, there are probably a dozen or fifteen more. 

Q. Are the seines used of the same description as yours? — A. Those used in the 
river are pretty much the same; those used in the lake are larger in the mesh, the 
wings are larger. They go up as high as 2^ to 3-inch mesh for the wings. 

Q. What season of the year do you fish principally? — A. Spring and fall. 

Q. When you say spring, what do you mean ? — A. From the middle of May till 
the middle of July. 

Q. What kind of fish do you catch during that time ? — A. Pickerel and sturgeon. 

Q. When do you commence fishing again after the middle of July ? — A. About 
the middle of September and we hang on till it freezes up. 

Q. What kind of fish do you catch in the fall ? — A. Principally all herring. 

Q. Do you catch any whitefish at all ? — A. No. In former years we caught a few. 

Q. Is it the exception now to catch whitefish in your nets ? — ^A. Yes. We 
caught only three last fall. 
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Q. What 80i*t of fish do thoy catch on the American side, which you say is about 
300 yards aci*oss ? — A. The same as we do, and their nets are about the same size. 

Q. Do you say you commenced fishing in the fall in the middle of September, 
and fish on until frozen up? — A. Yes, until about the let December. 

Q. Then did you fish right through the month of November? — A. Wcquit last 
season, it was the first time we had a close season. 

Q. Then previous to 1892, did you fish until the .winter set in ? — A. Yes ; no close 
season was observed by anybody with the nets above or below. 

Q. Do you ever catch any salmon-trout there ? — A. An odd one. 

Q. How is it you only catch pickerel from the middle of May till the middle of 
July? Are pickerel not on these grounds at any other time of the year ? — A. No. 

Q. What do you think they come there at that time for? — A. I could not tell. 
It is their habit to come there. I don't think they come there lo spawn, but they 
must spawn along about the middle of April or 1st of May and we do not catch them 
there at any time of the year except the spring mouths. 

Q. Where do they appear to come from ? — ^A. The spring pickerel drop down 
out of Lake Huron for the first two or three weeks ; ^then we get pickerel that come 
up, I think, from Lake St. Clair. 

Q. Do you think they come down into Lake St. Clair and St. Clair River for 
spawning purposes, as well as on the beach of Lnke Huron ? — A. They possibly may. 

Q. Are the pickerel free from spawn in the latter part of June and in July? — 
A. Yes, there is no spawn at all in them then, but when we catch them when they 
first come down, they are full of spawn. 

Q. Then the inference to be drawn is that they come down to spawn, and go back 
empty of spawn ? — A. Exactly. 

Q. So that the spawning time would be between April and July ? — A. I notice 
that the spawn is nearly f^ll gone by the middle of May; they spawn from middle 
of April to middle of May. 

Q. With regard to the herring, do they come down from the lake in the same 
manner in the fall as the pickerel come down in the spring? — A. Yes. 

Q. Do they pass down into St. Clair Lake and Kiver ?-— A. I do not think they 
^o down as far as Lake St. Clair. a ^ 

Q. When they come down in September, are they laden with spawn?— A. - o> 
but thoy are full of i^awn, the latter part of October. , 

Q. Do they return in the same manner as the pickerel do ? — A. Very much t ^ 
same. 

Q. When they return is there any spawn in them? — A. No. 

Q. Do they spawn out during September and October?— A. They are not ripe 
to spawn then, not until November and December, they are empty some of ^°®'^/ 

Q. So that the latter part of October and November would be the time wue 
there are most eggs in them ? — A. In November the eggs are ripest. . 

Q. What is the usual size"^ of the pickerel that you catch in the spring ^^ ^ , 
year ?— A. From 1 to 4 or 5 pounds, they are the yellow pickerel, or doré, we ao 
catch blue pickerel at all. . •.ooter 

Q. As an old fisherman, what do you think of the blue pickerel, as^to charaow 
and quality ?— A. I could not give an idea; I only saw a few of them. a It 

Q. What is your estimate with regard to the yellow pickerel or doré ^-T^- 
is one of the best hard fish. We get from 3 to 3^ cents a pound, just as caugnt, 
olAanâd i^ 

Q. Do you catch many sturgeon ?— A. Not many ^^^^^^^^ ^^7^^^^^%^^^ îivJr 
have almost left us, they were plentiful some years ago. In the moutii o^ ^^^^^ ^ 
we would get in one haul 10 or 15 sturgeon. That would be a pretty goo 
Now we get one or two or three. ,,. «. ^ .u of.i.trAon ? A. 1 

O. What do you suppose is the reason of the falling off of the stuigeon 
claim that the pound-nets have caused this falling off. time when. 

Q. What is the common acceptation amongst fishermen as to 
sturgeon eggs are ripest ?~A July, I think, 7^^^J^^^e^^OTth about $1, and their 

Q. What is the value of a sturgeon ?— A. They "t^T^^^^^^ 3 feet. A 3-foot:, 
average size, about 4 feet longj there are not many caugn 
sturgeon is saleable, but we get only half-price for it. 
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Q. Do you clean the stargeon at ail ? — A. We don't open them at all; I have 
seen them cleaned,, though. 1 don't know that a 3«foot sturgeon, would have spawn 
in it^ bat a 4-toot sturgeon would be mature enough to la^ egg». 

Q. What is the value of the herring yon catch? — A. We sell about 100 barrels, 
or 75 bai*rel8, at 3^ cehta a pound. 

Q. What is the comparative diffenence between the catch of herring made the 
last year or two, and what you caught ten or twelve yeara ago ?' — A. There are very 
few herring caught now at all; some yoars^ ago there was a very good catch. 

Q. What would you call a good catch of herring, say ten or twelve years ago ? 
— A. About 15 or 20 thousand a day. 

Q. How much was your average catch for the lant year or two? — A. Last fall 
we caught about 30,000 the whole season through. In former years from 15 to 20 
thousand each man. 

Q. What do you think is the cause of this falling off? — A. I must claim that 
the pound-nets are the cause from the beginning to the end. From the time they 
began to put in pound-netu our herring began to leave us. 

Q. How long since the first pound-nets were put in ? — A. Pour or five years 
ago. Lnng and Selkirk put in tlie first nets. 

Q. What quantity of pickerel do you catch as a rule in the spring months ? — 
A. About five or six hundred pounds; three to five hundred pounds is 24 hours' 
work. 

Q. What would be the catch 10 or 12 year» ago ? — A. Three times that. 

Q. Then there is a great falling off in pickerel ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Do you attribute that to the pound-nets also ? — A. Yes; they get them. 

^4, Do you catch many small pickerel with your 1^ inch bar-nets? — A. Not 
many; we throw them back. 

Q. Did you formerly catch many? — A. No. These is. not a great many of what 
you would call under-size or immature pickerel caught ; the smallest size we gener- 
ally catch ior sale is 1 pound. Any under that siase are generally thrown back, 
because they are not saleable. 

Q. With regard to herring, do you fish for them with the same net as you fish 
for pickerel ? — A. It is pretty much the same, only the wings are a little smaller. 

Q. Taking the average size of herring, are there any a pound in weight ? — A, 
Few ; as a rule they go from | to J of a pound. , 

Q. Where do you market your fish principally ? — A. In the United States. 
Brckerel and sturgeon we sell at Port Huron, on the American side. Herring are 
all disposed of in Canada. 

Q. Are you aware that there is a close season for the protection of both pickerel 
and herring ? — A. Yes, I believe in close seasons. 

Q. Were whitefish plentiful in bygone days ? — A. Some years ago they came in 
large quantities. They were all caught with seine. There • were not many 
people seining at that time, only about three at that one point. 

Q. What would be considered a fairly good haul for the season? — ^A. Probably 
two or three hundred barrels, for one seine caught along in the fall in October and 
November. 

Q. Are there any caught there now at all ? — A. Not the last few years, fishing 
for whitefisb is perfectly done. None of the fishermen consider that any more 
whitefish arc to be caught, 

Q. What is your idea with regai-d to the cause of the falling off of the white- 
fish ? — A. I do not know, unless they miÉ^rate over to the American side. It is a 
fact within my knowledge that where whitefish were plentiful many yeare ago, now 
there are none. As to salmon-tiout there was not any quantity, nothing to speak 
of. The principal trout fishing is over on the American side. 

Q. Have you studied the question of artificial breeding? With regard to the 
increasing of the hatcheries? — A. 1 have notstudied it, but I think it would beVerj- 
beneficial, both in the interests of the fisheries and fishermen. I wish we had a 
hatchery at Point Edward, or in that neighbourhood. 

Q. Do you hold an important fishery at the mouth of the river ? — A. It ia not 
very important now, although I have paid for it, (500 a year for about five years, 
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Five yeara ago it was a fair basiness, then we had no reason to grumble, but it is not 
profitable now, we. are not making a cent. It has been falling off the last three 
or four years. The bottom of the fishery has fallen out and while it was worth 9500 
a year, five or six or seven years ago, it is not worth that now. 

Q. What description of boat do you fish with ? — A, An ordinaiy row-boat, flat 
bottom. i 

Q. What is your view with regard to setting aside grounds that you know to 
be actual spawning grounds? — A. Where fish are in the habit of coming to spawn it 
should be set aside for them. 

Q. Are there any coarse fi-*h of any consequence caught in your nets, pike, bass, 
maskinongé, or catfish ? — A. We catch no pike or bass; once in a while we get a 
raaskinongé, but hardly any catfish, but there are lots of suckers. They are light- 
coloured suckers. A huge quantity of these are caught in the month of June. We 
throw th^m back into the river, as they are worthless; we cannot get anything for 
them. They remain during the season just for a few weeks, 

Q. What is the nature of the bottom where you haul your seine ? — A. Gravel 
bottom ; coarse gravel, from the size of a goose egg to the size of your fist. 

Q. Do you consider that a good gi-ound for efijgs to be deposited for hatching 
purposes ? — A. The eggs would not stay there. The current would carry them off. 

Q. Which is the most valuable fish, herring or pickerel? — A. Herring used to 
be most profitable, bat latterly the pickerel is better ; but both have fallen off' almost 
down to the bottom. ' 

Q. Have you any suggestions you would like to make yourself with regard to 
these fisheries ? — A. 1 claim that the pound-nets have been most destructive. I 
<2laim for Lake Huron that seining has not been the cause of the falling off in the 
fisheries. There are about four nets between me and Blue Point. Altogether, on 
our side, there are about five nets included within a distance of 12 miles, and on the 
American side opposite us there are a number of pound-nets, but there is no seining 
at all, except in the immediate neighbourhood, and they catch pretty much the same 
Tiumber of fish that we do. 

Q. How many pound-nets are there along the American shore within 12 miles ? 
— A. Twenty or thirty, and they catch more fish with the^je pound-nets th{in we do 
with our seines, about double. 

Q. Has the catch of the Americans fallen off in the same ratio during the last 
10 or 12 years as on the Canadian side? — A. To some extent it has. 

Q. Do they catch whitefish and all other kinds of fish in the pound-nets? — A. 
I cannot sav as to whitefish, but they catch pickerel, herring and sturgeon. The 
size mesh these pound-nets have is IJ-inch, and takes everything. 

Q. In your knowledge of the matter, are there many small fish destroyed ? — A. 
They catch everything — sell everything. We throw away the small fish we catch, 
when they sell theirs. We don't believe in keeping them. 

Q. Faultfinding is generally expressed by the fishermen on our side that the 
Americans catch all the fish and we got hardly any, how is this ? — A. The Americans 
catch the majority. They catch a good many more than we do. They don't catch 
four or ûve times as many as our seines do, but they catch about double. 

Q. Will 20 pound-nets about double the catch of five seines? — A. Yes, about 
that. 

Q. Do they keep a close season on the American side ? — A. No ; but I have 
beaixi it is contemplated in the State of Michigan to establish a close season. 

Q. Have you any other suggestion to make? — A. 1 have often felt it pretty 
hard on us to observe a close season, when right across the river they can fish right 
along. We pay enorn^ous licenses ; they pay nothing. Then again in the fall of 
the year, we have a close season and they nave none. 

* By Mr. Harris : 

Q. Do you run your own boat, or have you a foreman ? — A. I have a foreman 
who runs it, and give. him $30 a month or a little more, perhaps $5 a month more. 
Q. Do you know the localities, north and south, up the lake and down the river 
from where you fish pretty well? — A. Pretty well for twelve miles on both sides. 
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Q. I)o you think it would be good policy on the part of the Government to 
reduce the number of nets, and lot the fish increase? — A. Well, I don't know, but I 
think if the pound-nets were abolished, the fish would increase, but I don*t think 
abolishin/^ the seines would inci-ease the fish. I don't believe that by cutting off 
some of the seining grounds it would increase the fish. 

Q. If the present fishing goes on, and the license fee is deduced, how long do you 
think it will lake to wind up the fishery? — A. My opinion is that seining would 
never wind it up. 

Q, Then a few of you would monopolize the whole fishery ? — A. K every one 
fished legally, and did not fish on Sundays, the fish would increase. Gill-nets don't 
interfere with our fishing much ; there is a good deal of Sunday fishing going on. 

Q. now near is the nearest pound-net ? — A. Twelve or thirteen miles off. It is 
put in the water about the Ist of May and taken out about 1st of November. The 
law says they should be lifted on Sundays, but they are not. 

Q. When do you commence fishing? — A. 15th May. 

Q. Are thehe plenty offish there? — A. Not many now. 

Q. When do the fish begin to go north ? Is it after they have done spawning 
they go up into the lake ? — À. They drop down into the river first, and then retui-n 
again, and work out into the lake. 

Q. Then is it not your seine fishing that interferes with the pound-nets ? — A. 
No, sir. We catch what fish there is on this side of the pound-nets; after that none. 
They calch all the fish above us. They stop the fish from coming down. 

Q. When do the fish begin to run down the lake into the river ? — A. About the 
1st of April. 

Q. And you say the pound-nets are not set out until the Ist of May ? — A. The 
15th of May. 

Q. Then how can they interfere with your seine fishing? — A. Of course, they 
come down about the month of April. But the pound-nets are not set out then. 
After the 15th of May they are. 

Q. Is not the cream of the fishing done then ? — A. No, sir, our best fishing was 
always in the month of July. 

Q. Do the fish continue to run down untilJuly ? — A. No, sir, the run of pickerel 
stops about the last of July, that is, coming up the river from St. Clair. 

Q, But does the great run of pickerel come from Lake St. Clair up the river to 
where you are ? — A. Yes, in the month of July, and the pound-nets are nearly all up 
on Lake Huron then. . 

Q. Do you know anything about the American Fish Companies opposite you ? 
Do they ever come over to fish within three miles of our coast? — A. They come 
within 10 or 15 miles to fish with gill-nets. They have no close season ; they fish on 
their own shore all through November. 

Q. Are there a good fnany pickerel caught at Blue Point? — A. Yes, a good 
many from pound-nets there. 

Q. What is the size of a No. 1 pickerel? — A. IJ pound, or IJ, and the 
size mesh we catch that fish with is 1 J-inch bar measure. I think that a proper 
size; I would sanction that. 

Q. What sort of a contract do you make for the sale of your fish? — A. Some- 
times £ make a contract, and sometimes do not. 

Q. Have you ever made one to sell all the fish you caught, largo and small? — A. 
No. 

Q. Did you ever hear of any one doing that ? — A. I don't know pf it bein^ 
practised on our side, 

Q. What proportion of No. 1 and No. 2 salmon-trout do you catch? — A. There 
is quite a diflbrence. More No. 1 ; we call No. 2 anything under a pound. 

Q. What season are the little pickerel caught? — A. About the month of Jiïne, I 
think ; the latter part of June and July. 

Q. Do the farmers ever come around the fisheries to buy up the small fish? — 
A. Not with us. Some years ago, at An Sable, when there was a large quantity of 
fish caught, some were sold to farmers. 

Q. Is a No. 2 pickerel worth as much as a No. 1 ? — A. A No. 2 is worth only 
half of what a No. 1 is worth. 
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JOHN LANG, of Port Huron, was examined by Commissioners Wilmot and 
Harris, at Detroit on 22nd December, 1892. 

JOHN LANG duly sworn: — Residence — Port Huron, a fish dealer and fisher- 
man for about eight years — a Canadian by birth — purchases and sells all kinds of 
fish and catches them also, the kinds are yellow pickerel, sturgeon^ herring, white- 
fish and trout — the principal kinds taken are pickerel and sturgeon. 

By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. What particular waters do you fish in? — A. In Lake Huron on the Canadian 
side, about twenty-iwo miles up the lake from Port Huron to Blue Point. I use 
pound-nets in the above waters, but fish with gill-nets off Kettle Point. 

Q. Give me the size of mesh in each kind of net? — A. The mesh in pound-nets 
is 2f inches in the *' pot," the ** tunnels" and "heart" 5 inches, all extension 
measure. In the 2|-inch mesh only No. 1 herring will bo taken and smaller 
sized than these will all escape; these are immature and may be called young 
herring, not fully grown. This mesh will also let small unmarketable pickerel 
through — these herring and pickerel are immature fish — this mesh, will also 
let whitefish of half a pound and under pass through, and they will also let 
the salmon-trout of one pound and under pass through. The sizes of twine u.-^od in 
my nets are for the " pot " of the pound-net No. 15 cotton, and *' hearts " and 
'^'leader " No. 12. The gill-nets I use are 4f and 5-inch and 5^-inch for catching 
trout at Kettle Point; these fish are cauixht as they come on shore about 
the latter end of October and very largely in November. Those fish go there only 
to spawn on the rocky honeycombed bottoms. This spawning ground will cover a 
bed of about 10 miles square; the great rush offish to this point is as above stated. 
Some are caught during the summer months, but in very much less numbers, and 
also a very few whitefish and some yellow pickerel are also taken on that shore ; 
the principal fishery, howevei*, is for salmon-troutl On these spawning grounds the 
Americans come with their tugs and ncW) and men and fish right through our close 
season, whilst the Canadians are keeping the close season. • This fishing is wholly 
in the Canadian waters. This was done this year, and it was done by the Port Huron 
Fish Company, who formerly fished with Canadians who got their licenses from the 
department. These American Fishing Companies came here this year, claiming 
that by instructions from the United IStates Consul at Sarnia they could fish any- 
where beyond three miles from the Canadian shores. This information was given 
to the department at Ottawa, but from delays, either on the part of the department 
or the fishery officer here, these American tishermen fished right through the month 
of November. These American fishermen made a wonderful catch of those spawning 
fish and on account of the roughness of the season great quantities of these fish were 
thrown away as unmerchantable and many of them rotted in the water. The white- 
fish here are of a larger size and will average about 10 pounds dressed weight. 
There were about ten tons caught south of Bayfield in May and June last. They 
were caught in pound-nets off the shore about one-half to one mile. These fish at 
this season of the year come there for feeding purposes. These fish always come 
on the shore along the Au Sable Beach in the spring and in November. Herring 
last spring were very large; in June and July as many as from three to four tons 
would be taken out from one "pot" in a pound-net. Pickerel are caught in pound- 
nets more at Blue Point — principally from 1st April to July. To form an idea of 
the average size of these fish, say out of nine or ten thousand there would be only 
about 200 that would be No. 2 pickerel — No. 1 pickerel are fish from one pound up 
to ten pounds — No. 2, are one pound and under. 

Q. Wkat months are fish in their best condition ? — A. The salmon-trout are 
sood all the while except in November when they are spawning — they are chuck 
full of spawn in October, getting near to maturity. Whitefish are good from the 
early spring till the spawning time, when they become loan. Pickerel are good at 
any time, but not so good at the spawning lime as before it; herring are good all 
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through but not so good at spawning time as at others ; sturgeon are as good at one 
time as another, because their spawning season appears to be at all times. 

Q. AVhero do you market your fish — at home or in foreign markets ? — A. I 
generally market my fish in the United States, none in Canada. 

Q. What is the average value of fish of different kinds ? — A. Salmon-trout aref 
sold at about 5 cents a pound dressed ; whitcfisb, 6 cents dressed ; pickerel, 5 cents 
whole; herring, 1 cent; sturgeon of four feet and over 81 each, four feet and 
under 50 cents each — two of the smaller are counted as one of the larger. 

Q. When are fish ripest to emit their spawn ? — A. Salmon-trout are ripest 
during the month of November, and sometimes in the latter part of October. White- 
fish are at the height of spawning in November; herring spawn in October also, and 
in November — generally they are all spawned out in November. Salmon-trout do 
spawn sometimes in the latter part of October. Pickerel spawn generally about the 
Ist ot May. With the sturgeon the eggs are ripe at all times apparently, but more 
are found matured during June and July, at which time the greatest numbers of 
sturgeon arc caught and the greatest number of eggs are noticed. At this time 
they are caught in most numbers off Blue Point and Bayfield; at Point Edward 
they are more numerous than anywhere else. They are taken with seines, as many 
as 200 at ar haul by Weiss Brothers ; these fishermen, when thé catch of sturgeon is 
reduced to thirty or forty, give up the fishing. This compan}' catches as many as 
four or ûve thousand in the season ; these sturgeon will run to an average of about 
90 pounds. No sturgeon under four feet in length should be taken. A 60-pound 
sturgeon would give about fifteen pounds of eggs or caviare, the average price of 
which would be about 20 cents per pound. These eggs are cured by salting, and 
they are put up in casks of about 125 or 130 pounds each, and shipped to the United 
States. This company sends their caviare on to Germany. The flesh of the sturgeon 
in the United States is worth about 4^ cents a pound. A 60-pound sturgeon will 
give only about 25 pounds of meat, dressed, and 15 lbs. of caviare. Messrs. Hitch- 
cock, and Weisfi Bros., catch their fish principally about three miles above Point 
Edward — this is a great seining ground, running along about five miles. 

Q. What month do you find most destructive to the nets ? — A. The nets ai*e 
most injured in the fall — in September, October and in November. 

Q. Do you know of small immature fish being caught, and in what nets, and are 
they thrown away? — A. At Sarnia great slaughter is made with young pickerel, 
that is where the principal fishing is carried on, it runs from below Sarnia aboat 
throe miles, and also some tive miles above, all done by seines. The contract made 
by the fishermen is to sell alt fish they catch, large and small, fish as small as one 
quarter of a pound aie caught, in fact everything is taken with these seines. This, 
however, only applies to the pickerel ; in the spring months they will catch tons and 
tons of these small No. 2 pickerel, that is one pound and under, and a very few of 
No. 1 pickerel are then taken. No. 1 pickerel are one pound and upwards, and No. 
2 are one pound downwards. The proportion of No. '^ is four tons of No. 2 to one ton 
of No. 1 pickerel. These fish are caught in the early spring down to the 1st of 
August. This is a roost destructive method and ruinous to the pickerel fishing:. 
This point is no doubt the greatest pickeiel fishing locality in Canada, that is, includ- 
ing (he St. Clair fishing also. Young whitefish, that is small immature ones, are 
taken all long in seines and pound-nets in May and Juno, along from Kettle Point to 
Grand Bend ; these small whitefish are about the size of herring, some are salted, 
and others are sold, some are buried. Farmers will come and give $2 for a haul of 
the seine, and sometimes take away a wagon load of these small whitefish, a great 
proportion would be very small fish. These seines will run from 80 to 100 rods, 
with meshes in the bag of two inches or one inch square, the *' wings " about three 
inches extension, depth about twenty feet. Whitefish are the principal fish taken 
with these seines. This taking of small fish is most destructive and damaging to 
the fisheries, and should be discontinued and prevented by all means. 

Q. Is the Sunday close time obswrvcd by taking up the nets from Saturday night 
to Sunday morning? — A. This would bo perfectly impracticable for pound and gill- 
nets, but it could be applied to seines. 
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Q. Sfaoald protection be p:iv6n or aiiould oloee eoasone bo abolished? — A. Close 
reasons are roost desirable and should apply to all parlies alike everywhere. 

Q. Sboald certain «pawning grounds for fish be cot apart and where ? — A. Well- 
defined and well-known spawning grounds for whitefish shonM be set aside and no 
fishing be allowed there by seines as it destroys the eggs undergoing hatching and 
the young fish afterwards, as they are found for some time on these spawning 
grounds altel* hatching out. This same should apply to pickorel spawning grounds 
and should be prevented from being carried on. 

(An old fisherman and fish-dealer present here stated that he bad known some 
two hundred half-barrels of young whitefish being put on the market dalted that 
would average not more than one-quarter of a pound when dressed — this was at 
Point Edwai^.) 

Examination of Mr. Lang continued : — 

Q. Is there any black bass fishing in your neighbourhood ? — A. I don't catch 
black bass, but a good many are caught in Lake St. Clair and St. Clair Eiver and at 
Mitcheirs Bay, and at the latter place as many as two or three tons are brought in 
at a time. Some black bass are caught with hook and line and some with seines; 
black bass are not fit to eat in August, they are full of grubs after their spawning 
time and become repulsive to the sight and for eating. 

Q. What do you say about the artificial culture of fish — have you any experi- 
ence in the matter? — A. Pish culture is most beneficial to the fishing interests and 
should be carried on, but it will be of no avail if the young immature fish produced 
from the hatcberies are allowed to be killed before they reach a proper growth. A 
hatcheny should be established either at Sarnia or at Goderich. 

Q. Which is the most vïduablo fish in the waters in which you are engaged 
fishing ? — A. The pickerel will stand first on account of its hardihood for shipping, 
whitefish next, salmon-trout next, sturgeon next, herring next, perch, catfish and 
other coarse fish will follow in about the order named. 

Q. Which of the difl:erent kinds of fish have fallen oif most within your memory ? 
— A. Whitefish were very plentiful in former years, as many as for tyior fifty barrels 
in one haul, say five thousand fish, was an ordinary catch. These fish have fallen 
off very greatly. Pickerel have fjillen off wonderfully during the past four years. 
The river or largo herring weighing about a pound have fallen off entirely, onl}»- a 
smaller kind are now taken. In former years one company here have salted three 
thousand half barrels in two months, besides selling large quantities in the fresh / 
state. Fbur years ago I paid this company $160 per day for the catch of one seine 
during September ; 1 would not pay them anything now, for the fishing has become 
80 greatly fallen off. At that time the herring were full of spawn. Pickerel have 
fallen off greater during the j)ast four years than during any previous period, the 
cause of falling off is the same as with the whitefish, over-fishing, improper fishing, 
and the killing of small immature fish. The same cause has reduced the pickerel — 
each of these two kinds of fish are caught in less and lessor numbers every year. 
Sturgeon have fallen off largely by reason of over-fishing and improper fishing with 
seines, particularly about Point Edward. * 

Q. What description of boat and net do you fish with ? — A. I fish with a tug 
70 feet keel and with boats to lift the fish out of the pound-nets, and use about 300 
pounds of web ; three pounds of the web will make 18 rods of the net, and I require 
six men to run the tug. 

Q. Are you aware of many fish being lost by reason of storms and the conse- 
quent inability to take the nets up ? — A. Yes; fish are lost in considerable quanti- 
ties during storms in the gill-nets, that is, they get drowned and become rotten and 
are unfit for food; anything, though, that will stand the handling by the fishermen 
are sent to market, and unless detected by the buyer are sold. Quite a number of 
these imperfect fish are salted, but many are sold fresh. 

Q. Are you aware that a fishery conference has been held recently in the city 
of Detroit ?— A. Yes. 

Q. Have you read the resolution which they passed in regaixi to regulating the 
fisheries? — A. Yes. 
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Q. Have you read the firat resolution, which says: "That all small fish and 
others unfit for food of all kinds, when taken by seines, should be replaced in the 
water when taken alive, and that fishermen should not be allowed to take such fish 
on shore, or expose them for sale?" — ^A. Yeâ, that is a good resolution, and should 
be maintained in both countries. 

Q. What do you say about resolution No. 2, which reads, that any string of 
pound-nets used in the lakes shall not extend more than four miles from shore ? — 
A. That is too severe on the fishing; two pounds on a leader are quite sufficient^ 
and that all pound nets should be at least two miles apart. 

Q. What about resolution No. 3, which says that one-half part of all channels, 
or elsewhere, through which fish migrate to spawn,'' shall be kept free from nets of 
all kinds at all seasons? — A. That resolution is very good for the preservation of 
fish, as they are most easily taken in nets when they are travelling to their spawn- 
ing grounds, but while on the spawning grounds they are not so easily taken. 

Q. What about resolution No. 4, which says that all whitefish taken of less than 
16 inches in length, and all salmon-trout less than two pounds in weight shall be 
immediately returned to the waters when taken, and shall not be exposed for sale 
at all ? — A. This resolution is a good one, but I would prefer the size for the white- 
fish to be two pounds, which would be about a 17-inch fish. This would be better 
foi- all parties concerned. 

Q. What do you say about resolution No. 5, which sayn that the mont"h of 
November in each year shall be made a close season for whitefish, herring, salmon 
trout or lake trout? — A. This resolution is right for salmon-trout and whitefish, 
but I don't think it would do so well for herring, as the latter part of October should 
be the time for herring in Lake Huron. 

Q. What do you say about resolution No. 6, which fixes the penalties? — A. 
The resolution is correct and it is perfectly right to inflict the penalties and they 
should be enforced. 

The witness then made the following suggestions: — 

That sturgeon do not require a close season. 

The " poti" in the pound-nets should be of 2f-inch mesh, as a larger mesh would 
gill the fish. 

Gill-nets should have a 4f-inch mesh for salmon-trout, for whitefish the same. 

Seines should have a mesh of not less than 3 inches from the 15th of May to the 
1st of September — after this a 2J-inch mesh would do. The 3-inch mesh would suit 
pickerel fishing and the 2f-inch mesh would suit the herring fishing. 

Questioned by Mr. Commissioner Harris, witness answered as follows: — 

If these resolutions were thoroughly enforced it would soon regulate the sizes 
of mesh by the fishermen themselves — if the above resolutions were carried out it 
would be unnecessary to make a law as to the sizes of mesh in pound-nets. The 
herring ran about one pound each three years ago — now they have gone down to 
almost nothing. 

The witness then retired. 
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No. 6.— GODERICH. 

The meeting was called to order in the town of Goderich, at 11 o'clock a. m., of 
the 22nd of November, 1892. 

Present : Samuel Wilmot, Esq., and E. W. Harris, Esq. ; Miss M. Climie, secre- 
tary pro tern and stenographer. 

The meeting was opened by a short explanation by Mr. Wilmot, the chairman, 
as to the object of the Commission, aqd the following evidence was given : 

Captain JOHN CEAIGIE, sworn :— 
^By Mr. Wilmot: 

Q. Where do you reside, sir? — A. lu Goderich. 

Q. What is your occupation ? — A. Fisherman. 

Q. How long engaged as a fisherman ? — A. Well, I have been twenty-one years 
at it. 

Q. What as to your nationality? — A. I am a Scotchman. 

Q. What kind of fisheries have you been engaged in? — A. Salmon-trout, white- 
fish and herring. 

Q. Does your fishery cover bass, maskinongé, or pickerel ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Any coarse fish of any kind ? — A. No, sir, we have never been fishing any 
<îoar8o fish. 

Q, What particular waters do you fish in ? — A. Well, we fish for salmon-trout 
and whitefish out in the lake not any shallower than ton to twelve fathoms and from 
ten to eighty and ninety fathoms sometimes, just according to what part of the lake 
we are fishing in. 

Q. Have you any special locality fronting any place, or do you take the general 
run of the lake, wherever you like to go ? — A. Well, just wherever we like to go, as 
a general rule. 

Q. How far out in the lake do you carry on this fishing ? — A. About halfways 
across, that would be about twenty-two miles, and then of course we go north and 
south and take say probably fifty miles of a run sometimes. 

Q. Do you run out to the middle of the lake, to the boundary line between here 
and the United States? — A. Yes, to the boundary line. 

Q. Do you not fish along the shore at all, then ? — A. We do fish along the shore 
some, at certain seasons of the year. 

Q. Now, what description of net do you fish with ? — A. With gill-nets. 

Q. Any other kind ? — ^A. No. 

Q. Gill-nets only?— A. Only. 

Q. What maybe the ordinary size of these nets — are they subject to the depart- 
mental regulations ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What do you usually fish ? — A. Well, I could not hardly tell you exactly. 

Q. Give just a rough estimate? — A. Something from about twenty to twenty- 
four thousand yards. 

Q. Twenty to twenty-four thousand yards will cover the point, will it ? — A. 
Well, pretty near about that, I would not swear positively. 

Q. What would be the depth of that gill-net when it is set, in feet? — A. Well, 
it is about five feet in depth. 

Q. Do you use either seines or hoop-nets or what are called fike-nets ? — A. No, 
sir, not at all. « 

Q. Will you give me the sizes of the meshes you use in your gill-nets ? — A. Yes. 
We use 4^inch mesh. 

Q. That is extension measure ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you used any other kind, larger or smaller? — A. No, sir. 

Q. That is the size ? — A. That is the size for whitefish and salmon-troat. Her- 
ring is smaller, but I have not used them for a number of years. 

Q. Would this bo too large for herring ? — A. Oh, yes, too large for herring. 
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Q. Then you do not fish for herring now at all ? — A. No, I have not fished for 
herring this last eight years. 

Q. Might I ask for information as to the description of net you used when yoa 
did fish for herring ? — A. We used gill-nets and we had a seine a part of the time. 

Q. What might be the size of the gill-nets, or the mesh of the gill-nets, and the 
seine when you caught herring? — A. The size of the mesh was about 2^ inches. 

Q. This was extension measure? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And for gill-nots for herring ? — A. 2f-inch. 

Q. When usii>g2^inch mesh or the 2f inch mesh when fishing for herring, did 
it not sometimes take whitefish ? — A. No, we never used to get whitefish when we 
were fishing herring nets. 

Q. How was that? — ^A. Well, we were fishing in bays at that time. 

Q. That is, the locality you were fishing in for herring would not have white- 
fish ?— A. No. 

Q, Can you answer me this, will a 3-iûch mesh take whitefish of a small size? — 
A. Oh, yes. 

Q. A 2-inch mesh will take whitefish ? — A. Oh, yes, take those very small ones. 

Q. What would you call a small whitefish? — A. We call a small whitefish one 
weighing from 1 pound to IJ pounds; a 2-pound whitefish is as small as we catch, 
or 2J pounds. 

Q. With your 4^inch extension mesh, how small a fish will escape through 
your gill-nets, generally speaking ? — A. Oh, I could not tell exactly. In fact I »»hould 
judge about IJ-pound lish would slip right through easily. I do not think we catch 
anything smaller than 2-pound. 

Q. Then you could catch no herring in it at all, oY course? — A. No, no hemng. 

Q. At what period of the year are whitefish and salmon-trout in their best con- 
dition for food ? Wo will take, for instance, salmon-trout. When are they in their 
primest condition for eating purposes? — A. Well, lam sure I could not say; I should 
think the spring of the year would be as good as any. 

Q. Well, I will endeavour to assist you. I suppose you are aware that any fish 
when spawning is not in as good a condition as it is before. Is that your opinion? 
— A. Well, they are not in as good condition when they are spawning, and after they 
have spawned they are not in a good condition. 

Q. You say then that at the time of spawning and after it, they are not in as 
good condition ? — A. Yes, I think so. 

Q. You think then that fish are in better condition before the spawning time? 
— A. Oh, I think they are. 

Q. Have you noticed any particular months in which you find they are in 
firmer and better condition, that is for table use — would it be in the spring months 
or at what season ? — A. Well, I could not tell you any diflforenco. 

Q. Are salmon-trout better before spawning than later on ? — A. Well, yes, they 
are better before spawing, after that they are not such a firm fish. 

Q. How does that apply to the whitefish ? — A. I never did catch any whitefish 
after the spawning season, because it has always been too late in the season. White- 
fish is a fish that does not spawn till in November and we have always been through 
fishing before their spawning season. 

Q. Do you know whether whitefish are better in May and June than they are 
in October and November — A. Oh, I do not think there is much 'difference. 

Q. Do I undei-stand you to say then that there is not much difference in the 
condition of whitefish before spawning?— A. I don't know that there is previous to 
their spawning, but I never did make a point of fishing whitefish up to that time, 
because we always concludM before the spawning season was through. 

Q. Weil, then we will say there is not much difference in the condition of 
whitefish ? — A. No, not much difference. 

Q. Have you taken any particular notice of the herring, when they are in the 
best condition ? — A. Well, we always used to think herring was in the best condi- 
tion just right before spawning in the fall. 

Q. What season of the year do you more particularly catch herring in ? — A. In 
October, and first of November. 

90 



Digitized by 



Google 



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 10c.) A. 1893 

Q. Where is your principal market — where do you generally soil your fish ? — 
A. Well, there is a good many of them shipped to the United States, the principal 
part of them, and some are sent through Canada wiierever we can get a market for 
them. 

Q. The most part are shipped to the United States and some are sold in 
Canada ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What proportion would the one b^ar to the other ? — A. Well, I could not 
tell you exactly. 

Q. Give a rough estimate. Would there be one-fourth sold in Canada or one- 
half, or one-eighth of your catch ? — A. I could not tell you exactly how many there 
would be— 4hejo would be about one-fourth, I guess. 

Q. About one-fourth sold in Canada ? — A. I guess so. 

Q. Could you give me an average of the values of these fish — what is the usual 
value of your salmon-trout — you sell it by the pound, I suppose ? — A. Yes, sir, 

Q. Well, then, what do you get for your ealmon-trout usually from the Ameri- 
can purchasers ? — A. Well, I could not tell you exactly what they get for them ; 
what we get for them is 3J to 4 cents, just according to the market. 

Q. And your whitefish ? — A. About the same. . , 

Q. And your herring? — A. In fact I cannot tell you hoi«^ the herring rates, for 
years I have not been interested in them. 

Q. Are these prices that you have now mentioned the current prices at the 
present time, this year ? — A. Yes. 

Q. How does this compare with the prices seven or eight years ago — would it 
be more then or less? — A. Well, it is a little more now than it was then. 

Q. Formerly the prices were nob quite so good? — A. Not quite. 

Q. Do you get the same price for your local sales here, or do you get a price 
more or less ? — A. More or less. 

Q. Do you get more? — A. Well, I could not tell you what they do sell for; we 
sell all to the one man, and I cannot tell you how much they deal them out at. 

Q. And do you get from that one man as much as you get from the Americans ? 
— A. We just make an agreement for the season — we get so much a pound for the 
season's catch. 

Q. From one man ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Is this man a local man — does he live here and do business here ? — ^A. Yes, 
he does his business here. 

Q. Can you give me his name? — A. Yes, Mr. Clark. 

Q. You say that sLboxxt three-fourths of the quantity went to the State» and one- 
fourth to Canada. Does Mr. Clark arrange this matter? — A. Yes, Mr. Clark 
arranges that matter. 

Q. Is the demand for them greater than you can supply ? — A. Well, we can 
always get rid of all we catch, anyway. 

Q. Do you know whether there is a system carried on here of people coming 
in and getting fish from the fishermen and pedaling them through the country by 
the wagon-load, or by the dozen, or the hundred, &c. ? — A. Yes, there are some people 
• carrying on that business. 

Q. Fish peddlers do sell fish through the country? — A. Yes. 

Q. What kind of fish are these principally — ^salmon-trout, whitefish or herring? 
— A. Salmon-ti-out and whitefish and sometimes some herring. 

Q, With your observations have you taken any special notice when fish are 
most ripe to spawn ? For instance, take the salmon-trout j when is. the time they 
principally lay their eggs? — A. Well, I think with salmon-trout it is about the 1st 
of November. 

Q. Would they spawn sometime before and sometime after? — A. Well, I don't 
think there is many of them that spawns before the 1st of November; they com- 
mence about the 1st of November, I think. 

Q. What about the whitefish — have you taken any special notice when they 
begin to spawn or the month during which they spawn, generally? — A. Well, they 
never spawn much before the 10th of November — that is, some years ago. We 
have always been prevented before that time. 
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Q. Have 5^ou not fished whitefish for some years? — A. Not after the spawning 
season. 

Q. You say whitefi^ih will commence spawning about the 10th of November? — 
A. About the 10th, that is what we used to count for. 

Q. And what do you think of the herring? — A. Well, I do not know. Herring 
spawns about the 1st of November, I should judge. 

Q. The month of November is their spawning month ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Pickerel, 1 suppose, is not much known here ? — A. No. 

Q. You don't fish for them at any rate ?— A. No. 

Q. Nor for these coarser fish ? — A. No. 

Q. When do you find it most destructive to your nets or most unprofitable to 
use your nets ? Is any one month worse than another owing to the inclemency of the 
weather or any other reason? — A. Oh; it would most certainly be in the fall, in the 
month of October or November ; we have some bad blows in September also. 

Q. Well, what about November, is that a bad month for you ? — A. Well, yes, 
it is a bad month, but we generally have as good weather in November as we have 
in September sometimes. 

Q. Then you would say that the months of September, October and November 
would be the most detrimental to your fishing? — A. Yes, those are the rougiiest. 

Q. Well, which one of the three would bo the most detrimental to your fishing ? 
— A. Well, November would be the roughest. It is generally a bad season. 

Q. Can you give me any information in regard to immature fish being caught. 
Small fish, not marketable, fish that are under size and not able to reproduce their 
kind, you underntand ? — A. Well, there is a certain amount of them, I suppose. 
Ml-, Clark will be coming after me, and he will be able to give you more on that 
point than I can. 

Q. Do you know that small fish are frequently caught in pound-nets? — A. Well, 
I know that small fish are sometimes caught in pound-nets, but I never was that 
near anywhere pound-nets were used, as a general rule. 

Q. What would these small fish be — salmon-trout, whitefish, herring or what? 
— A. We do not catch young salmon-trout, they do not come that near to the beach. 

Q. Are young whiiefish caught? — A. Yes, there would be some young white- 
fish, I suppose. 

Q. And herring? — A. No herring. 

Q. What is generally done with these young whitefish that are caught? — A. 
Well, I suppose most of them that are any use are sold, that are of any size at all, 
and those that are too small are. set at liberty. 

Q. Do you not know of any large quantities of young whitefis^h being caught in 
nets and thrown away? — ^A. Well, I never have been near where pound-nets have 
been used, as I told you ; I have never been much along with them. 

Q. Are there any of these young or small fish caught in your gill-nets or are 
the nets too large ? — A. Yes, they are too large. 

Q. Are you aware that there is & law to the effect that nets have to he taken up 
at six o'clock Saturday night until Monday morning, do you know that? — A. Xes. 

Q. Is that law adhered to? — A. Well, it is a thing impossible that we can do it 
because we have got our nets down and if we should take them ashore we could 
only get a certain amount of them in one day. 

Q. Then you say it is impossible to cany out the Sunday close season, in the 
interests of the fishermen? — A. Yes, that is if we were only running one rig of nets, 
if we only had one rig of nets we could carry them in Saturday night and take them 
out Monday morning, but as it is we cannot do it. 

Q. Are there any Americans fishing in the immediate neighbourhood where 
you fish? — A. Yes. 

Q. Are Americans fishing on the same ground that you do? — A. Yes, on the 
same ground we do, we go to the boundary line. 

Q. Do you mutually exchange sides at the boundary lino, one go on one side or 
on the other if you choose? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is there no i-estriction ? — A. There is no restriction. But this fall they are 
fibhine; on the Canadian waters, there is one tug down here fishing on the Canadian 
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waters all this fall, or at least the latter part of the fall. We have got to stop, and 
the American tug can fish all nhe likes. 

Q. How far from the Canadian shore would that tug be fishing ? — A. About 
eight miles, not quite that 1 suppose, about six or seven miles. 

Q. Is there more than the one ? — A. Just the one down there. 

Q. What is she fishing with ?— A. With gill-nets. . 

Q. Have you known of this work being done previous to this year ? — A. No, I 
do not know of this work being done previous to this year, I believe it had b<ien 
done up the lake, but not at this lower end. 

Q. Then you are aware that it has been done up the lakes previously? — A. Yes. 

Q. By up the lake do 3'^ou mean up towards Kincardine ? — A. Oh, no, it is away 
up the head of the lake, up towards the straits, away up around Drummond Island. 

Q. Has this tug been fishing this year here with gill-nets, or are you aware 
what sort of a net it is, what size mesh ? — A. Well, I don't know what size mesh ; 
1 should judge it is the same size as we are using. 

Q. Would they be fishing for the same kind offish ? — A. Yes, just the same. 

Q. Do you know what the capacity of that tug is, what its tonnage is or nearly 
so? — A, Oh, I suppose it would be about twenty-five or thirty tons. 

Q. Have you any idea of the quantity of nets she fishes with, and the fathoms ? 
— A. £ don't know. v 

Q. Do you believe that properly selected close seasons should be observed for 
the protection offish by both countries}, while they are spawning? — A, I do, if they 
would keep it up on both sides, but I do not the way it is going on. 

Q. You do ^hink there should be close seasons established ? — A. But we should 
not have it close here and the Americans free over there. 

Q. Then, otherwise speaking, you think it is unfair to have a close season on 
this side while the Americans do not have one? — A. I think we should have no 
close season except the Americans have one. I think the close season should be 
equally along on both sides and then it would be a good thing, but otherwise it does 
not hurt us, because we have our nets up then. 

Q. Do you generally take up your nets then? — A. Yes, but we would keep 
^ them Iq if we were allowed to do the same as the men on the other side, that is pro- 
viding we were in a place where we could make it pay. 

Q. Do you think it wise, in the interests of the fisheries, that the fish should be 
caught in the act of spawning; is it wise, either in the interests of the fisheries or of 
ourselves? — A. Well, I do not think it is. 

Q. How early do you set your nets in the season, when do you put them out? 
— A. Well, about the middle of April or the 20th of April. 

Q. How long are these nets kept in, until how late ? — A. Well, until about the 
last of October. 

Q. Do you set them again in December at all ? — A. No, sir. 

Q, When you take up your nets the last of October is it the end of the fishing 
for that year? — A. Yes, that is the end. 

Q. Is there any winter fishing carried On here? — A. Very little now, there used 
to be some herring fishing through the ice. 

Q. Do you know anything about the black bass family ? Are they caught here 
to any extent at all? — A. No, sir, very few. 

Q. Well, these few, how are they caught? — A. Hook and line, I think that is 
the only way they catch them. 

Q. Have you any idea of the spawning season of the bass? — A. I do not know. 

Q. Is spearing practised here at all in catching fish ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you catch any sturgeon? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you any idea or are you able to express any idea at all, with regard to 
the artificial hatching of fish, whether it is advisable or beneficial ? — A. I have no 
ides ; I could not say. I suppose it would be, if it was carried on in the right sj^stem. 
They make a success of it on the other side, why should they not on this side ? 

Q. Were you one of the signers of a large petition asking the Government to 
help the fish interests here by erecting a fish-breeding establishment at Goderich ? 
— ^A. Yes, sir, I think I was. , 
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Q. Then, your idea was that the erection of a fish-batch ery here would be the 
meuDB of helping the industry in which you are engaged ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You have been fishing here, you say, for some twenty odd years? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Well, when was the fishing at its best here ? In your view of the matter, 
when was it most profitable and the greatest number of fish caught? — A. Well, I 
could not exactly tell you. The best season th|^t ever we had here was last season, 
but then the fishing rigs that we had in former years were npt quite so good as the 
rigs we have now. 

Q. The best fishing was last year? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. But was it on account of having superior gear and fishing material, was 
that it ? — ^A. Well, T think it was to a certain extent. It was just as good last year 
as I have seen it for a number of yearo. 

Q. In former years did you fish with steam tugs at all ? — A. No. 

Q. And do you now ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Did you fish with anything like the extent of gill-nets then that you do 
now? — A. Yes, but we had no steam tugs, and one tug does as much as two fishing 
boats. 

Q. Then, the fishing in former days with nets and boats would be only half the 
amount that you do now? — A. Yes, just half the amount; the tugs and the boats 
together do twice as much as the boats used to do. 

Q. Now, generally speaking, are the fisheries here declining? — A. Well, yes, 
the whitefish are declining, but I think the trout are just about the same as they 
used to be. 

Q. Do you fish further off shore now than you did ? — A. Yes. . 

Q. Why do you do that? — A. To enable us to get bigger catches. 

Q. Are there any nets used now at the same distance out as they were many 
years ago ? — A. Oh, yes. 

Q. How do you account for the decrease of whitefish ? — A. 1 could not toll you, 
I am sure. 

Q. You never formed an opinion in your own naind at all? — A. No; I suppose 
they have been run off the ground. 

Q. How run off ? — A, Moved to different parts of the lake. Fish is not a thing 
that stays in one place all the time. 

Q. Now, if they had gone to other places, do you not think fishermen would go 
and look for them ? — A. Well, they have been getting big catches of fish in the 
Georfi^ian Bay. 

Q. We are speaking now more particularly of your own fishery in Lake 
Huron? — A. Yes, there is no doubt that it has dropped off in Lake Huron. 

Q. With regard to the size of the salmon-trout now compared with what you 
caught in former years, what is the difference? — A. Well, 1 do not think there is 
much difference; they are just about the same now as they were ever since I have 
been here. Sometimes they are smaller, and sometimes they are larger. 

Q. And that has been so for twenty years, you say ?— 'A. Yes. 

Q. What is the average size of the salmon-trout you catch ? — A. About three 
and four pounds. 

Q. Have you anything you wish to suggest yourself, sir? — A. No, sir. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. What is the most profitable catch in this fishery, whitefish or trout? — A. 
There is no difference much. It does not make any difference to us; they both sell 
at the same price. 

Q. Which fish of the two would you prefer to become extinct in your fishery, if 
you had to choose between the one and the other — which would you like preserved, 
•the whitefish or the trout? — A. Well, I could not tell much about it; I guess the 
whitefish is fully the nicest fish. 

Q. As a fisherman which fish would you rather fish for ? — A. Well, undoubtedly, 
I would rather fish for the whitefish, because you would not have ad much hard labour 
for them, you would have to fish in shallower water, and you would not have the 
amount of labour to catch them. 
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Q. Is Mr. Clark an American or a Canadian ?-^A. He is a Canadian. 

Q. And he resides here ?-^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. A wholesale dealer ? — ^A. Ye^, sir. 

Q. Where were these pound-nets located that you referred to in which you say 
small fish were ca^ight? — A. Well, down here at the Sauble Beach is the only time 
that I ever seen them lifted, and I have seen them Lifted up the lake. 

Q. On the Canadian side?*— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What was the size of the mesh in those nets you saw lifted ? — A. I could not 
tell you — about three inches, I shoukl judge. I did not take notice of them, I was in 
the tug, and I could not get close- enough to them to take notice of them. 

Q. By up the lake, do you mean Kincardine or Southampton ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Well, where? — A. up to the Manitoulin Islands. 

Q. You think it was a 3-inch mesh? — A. Well, I would not swear what size 
of mesh it was ; it was a mesh that would hold in herring. 

Q. I think I heard you say that the Americans fish in seine grounds ? — A. No, 
I did not say that. 

Q. What did you say ? — A. I said they fished in our waters ; they fish out of 
the bar — you cannot hold a seine eight miles from shore. 

Q. You say the elose season does not afiect you because you take up your nets ? — 
A. Yes. 

Q. Well, who do not take up their nets ? — A. Well, ihey are all compelled to 
take them up now in the close season ; it is time to take them up anyway on the 1st 
of November. 

Q. HsA it been a habit in this neighbourhood of fishing after the 1st of Novem- 
ber? — A. I could not say ; I think there may be spmc, I could not say. 

Q. Do you think it would be more profitable in Lake Huron year on and year 
off for the fishermen to stop fishing on the 1st of November ? — A. 1 think it would, 
if we had the same laws on the other side. It is pretty hard to sec the Yankees 
going and catching all the fish when you stop us. 

Q. Would it be more profitable for you if all the fisheries were thrown open to 
the public and any one allowed to fish ? — A. Americans, do you mean ? 

Q. No, Canadians. Toronto people — capitalists — any one who had money to 
oome out and put in nets in these water.s — would you like that plan adopted ? — 
A. Why, are they not doing that 'anyhow ? Cannot any person fish that likes now? 

Q. They have to take out a license ? — A. Oh, yes, they have to take out a 
license. 

Q. Well, am I to infer from that answer that there are so many who take out 
licenses now that it might as well be public? — A. Oh, no, I believe in every man 
taking out his license. 

Q. Yon do ?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Well, having got out your license you have a practical monopoly of your 
waters, have you not; nobody else can fish in that water? — A. Oh, yes; there is 
probably eight or ten boats here and they all take out licenses for the same water. 

Q. And you all fish in that water ? — A. Yes, all fish in that water. 

Q. Well, tell me about what is the extent of that water in which you and the 
nine or ten boats fish ? — A. Well, we fish all over Canadian waters, just where we 
like to go; of coarse, we have a certain limit, but theMicense applies to all Canadian 
waters. 

Q. Just wherever the wind takes you you can go ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q« Then you think that the Canadian plan of conducting the fisheries is more 
likely to preserve the fish and prevent the destruction of the fish than the American 
plan of fishing ? — A. Well, I think the Americans are doing more now at the present 
time, for they are putting in more hatcheries and they give their fishermen more 
chance to carry on the business; they allow them to fish the whole season through, 
let them fish wherever they like. 

Q. Then the Americans fish all the year around and do just as they please ? — 
A. Yes. 

Q. Welly do you think the people of Canada would think it ^ood policy to allow 
a large expenditure of money to be made every year in their fisheries department 
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in trying to establiBh close seasons, protecting the fish, &c., if they allowed any one 
to fish all the year around, just as the Americans do ? — A. No, they could not do it; 
the two things would not agree. 

Q. Would not that be the end of our fisheries department altogether, we would 
have no fisheiies department? — A. No, we would have no fishery department then ; 
they would have fish hatcheries though all the same, the same as they have on the 
other side, and there would be men to take out the licenses for their boats all the 
same — Ihey have licensee all the same, too. 

Q. Then your opinion is that if hatcheries are adopted that the fishermen could 
fish just as long as they please ? — A. No, I believe in a close season ail right enough, 
provided they have a close season over there, but I think we ought to have it the 
same as the other side. 

Q. What is the width of the lake here ? — A. It is about forty-two miles across 
here. 

Q. Do yon know the depth ? — A. Yes, pretty near it. 

Q. Five or six hundred feet ?-^— A. Yes, some parts are deeper than othera. 

Q. Do you think the fish cross from side to side? — A. Well. I do not think it 
at all, for I am sure of it. Do you mean to tell me that if you have a flock of cattle 
on one side of a field that they are goine: to stay there all the year and not going to 
take a stroll to the other side? And it is the same with the fish; nature teaches 
you so. 

Q. The Americans are establishing large hatchet'ies on the other side, are they ? 
—Yes. 

Q. Putting in millions of fish all the time? — A. I don't know exactly how 
many they put in ; I saw accounts of it at the time. 

Q. And these fish will come over here, too? — A. Oh, yes, we will get a share 
of them. ' 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Then, if they are putting in these many millions of fish, according to your 
theory of matters, we will get as large a share of them as they will themselves? — 
A. Yes, we will get a part of them, no doubt. 

Q. Then, perhaps, we had better stop our hatqheries and stop our close season 
and all? — A. Oh, no, I believe in equalizing with them. 

Q. If we do not put in fish on this side would not the Americans have cause to 
say that we are catching their fish over here?— A. Most undoubtedly, but they 
catch all they can here right along and you will not get the Canadians fishing on 
their side at all. 

Q. You think the Americans poach in Canadian waters and the Canadians da 
not poach in American waters, is that what you mean ? — A. Yes; if we fished over 
there their cruiser would soon be after us, but the cruiser does not seem to see fit to 
go after the tug here. 

Q. Do you think that the cruiser is at present engaged in carrying out the 
laws of the country here ? — A. Yes. 

Q. And yet she allows the American tug to fish here ? — A. Well, I suppose she 
has not been notified. She does not know of its being here, I suppose. 

Q. Well, as a fisherman here, would it not be right for you to report that fact? 
— A. 1 have reported it to the fishery officer, and what more can I do. 

Q. You have done that ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long since you saw the American tug fishing here? — A. I seen her last 
Tuesday. 

Q. To what fishery officer did you state that the tug was fishing there? — A* To 
Mr. Ball. 

Q. Have you seen the cruiser around here at all ? — A. No, not this year. 

Q. Then your advocacy of the close season is that wo should have one if the 
Americans have one, is that the plain English of it ? — A. Yes, sir, that is the plain • 
English of it. 

Q. And if they have not one we should not have one ? — A. Yes. 
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Q. And if we have one they should have one ? — A. Tee, they should have one. 

Q. Well, we will not argue that matter with you, but it appears sthange that be» 
cause they have not judicious laws there, we should not have judicious laws hete? — 
A. Well, I only give you my idea of it. 



Mr. JAMES CLAEKE sworn :— 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. What is your occupation, Mr. Clarke ?— A. A fish dealer and fisherman — I 
have fished as well; I understand fishing. 

Q. Your residence ? — A. Goderich. 

Q. What is your nationality, sir? — A. I come from Scotland. 

Q. How long have you been engaged as fish dealer and fisherman ? — A. Some- 
thing about twenty years, I suppose, since I began. 

Q. What kind of fishery do you carry on ? — A. Gill-nets and pound-nets. 

Q. What description of tish do you deal in?— A. Principally whitefish and 
trout, that is the principal fish. 

Q. What other kinds then ?— A. All other kinds caught. 

Q. Herring? — ^A. Yes. 

Q. Sturgeon?— A. Yes. 

Q. Pickerel?— A. Yes. 

Q. Bass ?— A. Yes. 

Q. And coarse fish of all kinds ? — A. All kinds. 

Q. Are there any such fish as the ciscoe caught ? — ^A. Well, I have never seen 
any of them that were called ciscoe. I believe there are more in Lake Ontario. 

Q. Are you at all acquainted with the ciscoe ? — A. No, I am not. 

Q. What particular section of waters does your fish dealing, and fishery extend 
over ? — A. All through the lakes. Lake Ontario, Lake Hui-on and Georgian Bay. 

Q. Have you anything to do with Lake Erie? — A. Yes. 

Q. Do you do anything in Lake Superior? — A. No. 

Q. Where are your headquarteiyi ? — A. Buffitlo, U.S., and Wiarton is our Cana- 
dian headquarters. 

Q. Bo you carry on business alone, or is it in connection with a company of any 
kind ? — A. In connection with a company. 

Q. Connected with what company? — A. The Buffalo Fish Company. 

Q. You say you do not practise fishing yourself but ate a fish dealer ? — A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. Then are you prepared to give me any information in regard to the size of 
the mesh used in these nets?-^A. We use all 4^ mesh at this time; we used to use 
4f . For whitefish and trout, that is in the fall of the year, we use ô-inch mesh, and 
5^ sometimes, and 5^. 

Q, Why do you use 4^inch mesh now when you formerly used 4f ? Is it 
according to regulations ? — A. Oh, we go according to regulations. 

Q. Why do you use the 5 and 5J-inch mesh in the fall ? — A, Well, they are 
lar/ger fish in the fall and we can catch a larger fish with a larger mesh; we use 
coarser twine. 

Q. What months do you mean by the fall? — A. In the months of September, 
October and November, if we can fish. 

Q. While upon this subject, what is the cause of the fish being larger in these 
months than at any other time ? — A. Well, the fish that we catch in the fall of the 
year is a different kind of fish, they are shallow water fish and larger, mostly trout. 

Q. How do you make them out to be different? — A. They are the shallow 
water fish, the black trout, the black salmon-trout, and the trout we catch in the 
summer are deep water fish. 

Q. Shallow water produces a black trout? — A. Yes, a dark trout. 
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Q. A dark trout of what size ? — ^A., Oh, from ëj, to 9, and 10 pounds; it depends 
upon the locality in which they are. 

Q. And the other trout? — A. The other trout is light in colour and small. 

Q. And you catch them where ? — A. In deep water. 

Q. Their average is about what? — A. About from 2 to 5 pounds. 

Q, That is a pretty large margin ? — A. Well, they vary in size considerably, they 
do not average that, they run from 2 to 5 pounds. 

Q. And they average what? — A. Well, probably about 2J pounds. 

Q. Have you ever taken any particular notice with regard to this fish, have 
you opened them and examined them to see what state they are in ? — A. No. 

Q. For instance, take this small fish of 2J pounds, have you ever opened them 
and' looked at them closely as to what state the eggs or ovaries were in? — A. No, I 
have seen them often, but I never took any special notice. . 

Q, Did you ever see eggs in them ? — A. No, I never saw any eggs in them that 
were mature, but I believe they spawn in November, the same as the dark fish do. 

Q. With the dark fish, have you noticed them particularly as to their eggs ? — 
A. Yes. 

Q. When they are caught are their eggs pretty well advanced ? — ^A. Yes, some 
of them. 

Q. The dark or larger fish show egg» advanced, do they ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And they spawn when ? — A. November, probably in t*ome places a little 
earlier and some later; I do not think they spawn in all places at the same Vime. In 
the tîame lakes they will vary probably eight or ten days. 

Q. Do you catch these large dark trout at any other time ? — A. We catch a few 
of them during the summer, only a few. 

Q. How do you explain that only a few of the large dark trout are caught in 
the summer months; and that they are only caught in the autumn months on the 
shore ? — A. I think in the summer time these large fish swim high above our nets. 

Q. You were speaking pretty positively as to the other matters, you are only 
thinking this, j^ou say? — A. Well, that is the only way I can account for it; they 
catch them trolling very often, and we often see them on the top of the water. I 
think they catch flies in the summer, we often see them after flies in the summer. 

Q. You think these large trout feed on flies ? — A. They seem to keep on the top 
of the water pretty well. 

Q. They keep on the top of the water and^feed on flies, is that it? — A. Yes, I 
think so, and there are herring on the top feeding also. 

Q. And these small trout, how about them ? — A. They feed in deep water. 

Q You say you catch these big trout about October and November? — A. Yes, 
and the middle of September, (hey begin then to come more to the shoi-e — and aboat 
the Iftth of October they begin to come on the shores and reefs. 

Q. What do they come there for, do you think it is to spawn ? — A. Well, 1 think 
so, but still their eggs are not ripe when they come in. 

Q. Some may be more advanced than others, I suppose? — A. Yes. 

Q. However, you say they come in to spawn. When do these small ones come 
in to spawn ? — A. We do not catch them during that time at all. 

Q. Why, are the small ones not caught then ? — A. Not on this side, we do not 
fish for them. 

Q. Well, if they were amongst the large ones they would be caught, would they 
not ? — A. Yes, they would. 

Q. Then the conclusion would be that they do not come ? — A. No, they spa^vrn 
on the reef in the centre of the lake. 

Q Did you ever see any spawn in these small ones ? — A. I do not know whether 
1 ever saw any, but 1 know they catch them in large quantities sometimes from 
Alpina by the American tugs that go out. We are lying more on a lee shore ami 
we cannot get to the reefs so well — they catch them in large quantities during the 
month of November there. We cannot get to the reefs owing to the prevailing 
west winds, and we do not fish for them. 

Q. Is that because they are not along with the big fish on the shore? — ^A. Well. 
we have too far to go for them, and the prevailing heavy winds ai-e from the ^rest 
and north-west. 
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Q. As tbey are not along with the big fish, you do not go out into the lake for 
the small ones? — ^A. No, not in the fall. 

Q. Are the big ones the most profitable, is that the reason that you do not go 
out after the small ones ? — A. Well, they are the same value to us, sometimes the 
small ones are more value, they are a more marketable fish than the large ones. 

Q. When do you think these fish are in -the best condition for table purposes — 
you are an old dealer and will know? — ^A. Well, I think in the spring of the year 
when the water is cold. 

Q. Do you say that salmon-trout, whitetish and herring are better in the spring 
months ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would these months be May, June and July ? — A. Well, 1 don't know that 
there is much difference at that time in them, I cannot see but very little difference 
in the quality of them. 

Q. Now, where do you market your fish ? — A. On the American side, prin- 
cipally. 

Q. What proportion do you ship there, is it three-fourths as Mr. Graigie said? 
— A. No, we ship a good deal more than three-fourths. 

Q. Seven-eighthsofit?— A, Yes, iully that. 

Q. And the balance you sell for local consumption ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Could you just roughly state the amount of your sales this year ? — A. Well, 
I cannot exactly say — probably about in the neighbourhood of five million pounds — 
that is from Georgian Bay and the upper end of the lake here. 

Q. How does that compare with the sales you have made in former years ? — ^A. 
It«compare8 quite as well as any year that I have been in the business. 

Q. Then this year would be about the same as former years? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are the number of people that you buy from in your transactions, and the 
fishing gear that you use, as- large now, or larger than it was years ago? — A. Well, 
I don't think it is any lai'ger, but it is probably the nets are a little finer that we 
use now, we use about the same number, but probably a little finer twine. We use 
probably the same number of nets, but the twine is finer, and I think they are a 
little longer. 

Q. What do you mean by the twine being finer? — A. Well, a finer thread. 

Q. Why do you use a finer thread now ? — ^A. Well, we think it better for catch- 
ing fish. 

Q. It catches more fish ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Could you reduce the size of this thread and make it more killing still? — A. 
It would not stand the wear. 

Q. You have got it now to what you think is the minimum ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What is the size of the twine you use in the gill-nets? — A. We use number 
50 in the summer principally, and in the fall numbers 35 and 40. 

Q* Why do you use 35 and 40 in the fall ? — ^A. We get larger fish, and fishing 
in the shallow water is harder on the twine. 

Q. Are you engaged in anything except gill-net fishing? — A. Well, yes, I am 
slightly engaged in pound-net fishing as well. 

Q. What is the size of the mesh in the pot of the pound-nets that you use ? — A. 
I believe 4J in the pot. 

Q. And in the heart and in the tunnel? — A. The heart and the tunnel is 5 or 6 
and the leader is either 5 or 6, I think. 

Q. What is the size of the twine you use for this? — A. About number 15 and 
16 thread cotton, and some use 12. 

Q. What do you use ? — A. Well, we use numbers 12, 15 and IH. 

Q. Is that for the pot? — A. Yes, that is for the pot, and the whole thing, some- 
times we have the pot a little heavier. 

Q, Do the fish gill in a 4i-inch mesh in the pots? — A. Sometimes they will gill. 

Q. As you are a dealer, will you understand fishing thoroughly ? — A. Yes, I 
understand fishing thoroughly. 

Q. Do you say fish will gill in a 4i-inch pot ? — A. Four-inch is what I mean. 

Q. And you say fish will gill in 4-inch pots? — A. Yes. 

Q. Are these the smaller fish ? — A. Yes. 
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Q. What would you call jour small fish ? — X. Ob, about one and a half, and one 
and three-quarter pounds and under ; less than one and a half pounds will not gill, 
they will pass through. 

Q. Will whitefish sometimes gill in a 3*incb mesh ? — ^A. Well, I suppoee a 
small one would. 

Q. What size whitefish would that be?— A. It would be about one pound, and 
three quarters of a pound — the siee of a large herring. 

Q. Are there many small fish caught in these pound-nets? — A. Well, I under» 
stand there has been a good many, but I think the fishexy overseers have made 
them comply with the law, and put in a larger net, and now they are not caught. 

Q. Were there a good many caught in this way ? — A. I understand that at one 
time thet^ was a good many caught, but I never saw it. 

Q. Would there be small trout too ? — A. They would be small whitefish prin- 
cipally. They do not catch many whitefish in a pound-net, not unless in some 
locaiitiep ; they are not so much fished for. 

Q. Are these small whitefish saleable? — A. Not when they become too small. 

Q. Well, at one pound, or three-quarters of a pound are they saleable ? — ^A, A7ell, 
less than one and a half, and one and a quarter pounds they are not really saleable. 

Q. Whitefish of one and a half pounds, and under are not a saleable fish ? — ^A« No. 

Q, Not even among the local dealers ? — A. No, they are not wanted. 

Q. The average of your whitefish here would be what?— -A. Oh, about two and 
a half, to two and three-quarter pounds. 

Q. These that are not saleable, and not marketable what is generally done with 
them ? — A. Well, they have been salted, I understand, at one time, but I do not think 
there are many of them caught at the present time. They used to go to I>etroit at 
one time. The only place they wei-e caught was up at Duck Island, 1 believe, until 
the law was enforced. It was generally around that coast, I do not say just there, 
but about that coast, that is the principal place they did much pound-net fishing, but 
lately a lawful mesh has been enforced and I don't think there are many oaught now» 

Q. What mesh were these caught in ? — A. About 2^ to 3 inches. 

Q. And the pot that took these fish would be what? — A. About 2^ to S-incfa 
mesh. I had some of them myself, the same kind of nets at that time, and we 
caught some small fish in them. 

Q« Do you, as a dealer and trader in fish, object to the 4-inch mesh in the pot ? 
— A. No, not where we fish for trout and whitefish. 

Q. In fishing for trout and whitefish is a 4-inch mesh the right size ? — A. Yes. 
I would say not less than that certainly. 

Q. Otherwise speaking, a 4-inch mesh is the lowest one that should be allowed 
for whitefish and trout ?— A. Yes, exactly. 

Q. Have you ever fished for herring to any extent ? — A. Well, we ^e interested 
down at Point au Place and at other places, and at Port Stanley the company is 
interested in them and at all those places doj^n there. We deal mostly all along 
that shore. 

Q. What sort of nets do you use for them ? — A. We use a smaller mesh princi- 
pally for catching herring. Herring is the greater part of their catch there, and 
blue pickerel — that is what they call them. I don't know what their proper name is. 

Q. What size of mesh do they use there ? — ^A. Well, I am not exactly certain, I 
suppose it would be about a 3-inch mesh, anything over that would not hoki herring. 

Q. Are you not in error there, do they not use a 2-inch mesh ? — A. Well, they 
may, i would not be positive, I know that over 3-inch would not hold herring. 

Q. Would they not hold pickerel either?— A. Well, no. I know the H-inch 
mesh is the largest size they could use to hold them, but they may probably use 
2-inch ; anything over 3-incb would not hold them, and over 2-inch the herring 
would gill m them and it is very hard to get them out of the pots if they gill. 

Q. What do you think is the real time for the spawning of salmon-trout 7 — A. 
Well, I ihink about the Ibt of November they are at their best. 

Q. And for whitefish ? — ^A. Whitefish about the same time, I think; in both 
they may vary a little earlier or a little later ; they vary according to the water. 
In very stormy weather the fish cannot come up to shore, you know, they cannot 
live in it. 
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Q. What aboat herring — are they the same ? — ^A. Well, about the herring I 
cannot say. I suppose about the same, but thiuk there should be no close season for 
them ; herring are plentiful. 

Q. Why do you say that ? — ^A. Because I think they are as plentiful as ever and 
they are very cheap. We tfet all of them we want. 

Q. Do you know what herring are the principal food for? — A. Well, herring 
are the food for all othei* kinds of fish, that is, all the fish that eats fish — mostly 
trout, I think, and pike and pickerel. 

Q. If the food of the salmon-ti-out and pickerel, which is herring, is wholly 
gone, what effect would that have upon the salmon-trout and pickerel ? — A. Well, 
I suppose' it would have some eifect upon them, but they seem to have plenty of 
food. Thei'e ai*e other fish, you know, what we call the minnow here, just about the 
same as the ciscoe in Lake Ontario, about throe or four inches long, that the trout 
live on. 

Q. Then, you do not think the destruction of the herring would affect the food 
of the salmon trout and the pickerel? — A. I don't think it; not at present as they 
are catching them. It would if you exterminated them. 

Q. Do you deal in bass and catfish ? — A. Well, we buy all we get of them^ 

Q. Do you buy bass and catfish to any extent? — A. Yes; some places we get a 
good many of them; we get a good many black bass in the Georgian Bay. 

Q. Are the catfish in marketable demand ? — A. Oh, yes, the catfish are. 

Q. I suppose, in fact, almost any kind of fish are a marketable fish now ? — A. 
Yes, almost any kind ; we sell all kinds. 

Q. What month do you consider the moat ruinous on your nets when fishing? — 
A. Well, the summer months are the hardest on the nets on account Of the warm 
weather. 

Q. But owing to the inclemency of the weather? — A. Well, September and 
October. 

Q. What of November? — A. Well, we never fish in November, but I consider 
November would be very hard on nets, and we would rather be out of the water, 
that is, as far as I am concerned. 

Q. But you are largely concerned, because you do a large business? — A. Yes, I 
would rather have them out; still, if we had liberty, we would fish right along. 

Q. Oh, yes, I understand. What about this Sunday close time? — A. It is 
impossible to carry out. It takes pretty near a week sometimes to put in a net. 

Q. Have you heard something about the Americans ]>oaching in our waters — do 
you know that to be the case? — A. Well, it is very little done; I don't think it 
amounts to much. There is one American tug here this season that I believe is 
principally fishing in Canadian waters, but it may be fishing on the reef in the centre 
of the lake there. 

Q. How far is that from the Canadian shore ? — A. Well, I could not say. I did 
not see it, but they say it is six or seven or eight miles from the Canadian shore, 
moi*e or less. They move the nets every time they lift them, you know. 

Q. Are they all gill-nets ? — A. Yes, gill-nets. 

Q. Do you know the extent of the nets they use ? — A. Oh, they will use the 
same as we do on one of our tugs. 

Q. The gill nets would be how many fathoms? — A. Well, I could not say; it 
woald be about thirty-five to forty nets at 3^ pounds to the net. 

Q. Well, what is the length of one net? — A. I suppose they use the same twine 
as we do, 100 yards, in all some 40,000 yards. * 

Q. Do you know the size of the mesh, or anything about these nets ? — A. I sup- 
pose they are using 4^ inch. 

Q. Why would they use 4^-inch, while you are using 4? — A. Well, I don't 
know if they get up their fall nets the same as we do. They are in the middle of 
the lake on the reef, but the reef runs down to Kettle Point, and the Point is 
towards the Canadian shore, some eight miles off the Canadian shore. They are 
fishing off Kettle Point. 

Q. What is your idea with regai*d to the close seasons being abolished in Canada, 
or would you advocate it? — A. I would sustain close seasons. 
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Q. Are close seasous iu the interest of thefiehermen, and of the fishing industiy ? 
— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do von get many sturgeon ? — A. Well, not very many, wo get a few. 

Q. Could you give me anything like an average of the size of the sturgeon you 
get? — A. About sixty to eighty pounds, before they are dressed. 

Q. That is for the carcass ?-*-A. Yes. They come about four feet and over in 
length. We buy them according to their length, and anything smaller than four 
teet we call a half sturgeon, and we do not get many of them. 

Q. You buy them by the carcass out and out ? — A. Yes. 

Q. What would those of four feet and over cost? — A. Well, here we pay $1 
apiece for them on the ground, but down below they pay much more for them, down 
at Point Pelee they pay $1.75. They are larger down there, I think, in Lake Erie. 

Q. Do you cure this fish yourself? — A. We ship it. 

Q. Do you ship the carcass whole ? — A. Just the carcass, sometimes whole, some- 
times we- dress it — take out the inside and take the head and tail off. 

Q. Take a seventy pound sturgeon, what would you get of dressed meat? — A. 
Well, a sturgeon averages probably about thirty pounds : a Lake Huron sturgeon, 
from twenty-five to thirty pounds dressed meat. 

Q. At how much per pound ? — ^A. Oh, about 4 cents. 

Q. How much caviare or eggs would you get from that ? — ^A. There is very 
little caviare in the sturgeon you get here. 

Q. How is that ? — A. Well, I don't know, it seems they do not have much 
caviare, that is, eggs. 

Q. When you do get any, when do j-ou get it most freely ? — ^A. We get it all 
seasons from the spring to the fall, there does not seem to be any time in particular. 

Q. Have you any idea of when sturgeon deposit their eggs? — A. Well, I don't 
know, but we get it ripe, and they never lose it until it is ripe. 

Q. Well, what time do you get it ripe ? — A. It does not seem to make any differ- 
ence to us; we got it all the season through. 

Q. Is there not a season in which the caviare is more easily separated from the 
fibres than others ? — A. Well, I do not see any difference. We do not see them until 
they are easily separated. 

Q. And what time do 3'ou see them? — A. Well, as soon as we put in our nets in 
the spring. 

Q. Are they more freely taken in one month than another ? — A. No — well, the 
spring and the fall they seem to be more freely taken. 

Q. You cannot say when they spawn ? — A. They spawn all seasons, I think. 

Q. Yes, but when they are ripest? — A. Well, I find them ripe all seasons — some 
of them are ripe all the year around. 

Q. Is the sturgeon fishery of much importance with you here? — A. Well, not 
here, still there are a good many caught down below here, but we have caught very 
few this last year here. 

Q. Have you anything to say on this question of hatcheries. Do you consider 
that they are beneficial? — A. Well, that is a thing I can say very little about, but 
still I think I would continue them. 

Q. That is rather qualified, " continue them;" by that you infer that there is a 
question of discontinuance? — A. Well, I have not been in a neighbourhood where 
there has been much spawn put in, so I cannot t^ay very much about it, but I under- 
stood from parties who have been in that neighbourhood that it is a benefit. 

Q. Then you are not prepai-^d to say that you would continue the hatcheries ? 
— A. Yes. 

Q. What is the impression among fishermen in regard to them ? — A. Well, I 
cannot say; some of them would say they are no use, and some of them say they are 
a benefit. I suppose they would all consider them beneficial if they were allowed to 
fish in the close season. There are fishermen who pay, put in hatcheries and let uâ 
fish all season. 

Q. Do you believe that is a correct principle ? — A. No, sir, I don't. 

Q. Do you not believe in that, because you think the close season is beneficial ? 
— A. I think it is beneficial ; I would have the close season begin the 1st of November 
and kept strictly. 
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Q. Have you any remarks to offer youreelf, Mr. Clarke, now in regard to any of 
these matters, or any other matters ? — A. No, I don't know that I have, farther than 
I would have the close season remain as it is at present and I woald keep the 
Georgian Bay clear of all poand-nets and I would keep it a breeding place for white- 
fish ; I think it is the only place we have now for a breeding place for whitefish, and 
I would keep pound-nets out of that place. 

Q. Anything else? — A. As to whether the Americans have a close season or 
not I don't think it interferes with us at all, I think that we should have one. I 
think that the bulk of the fish that we really try to protect do not move much off our 
ground — they come back to the same ground every season. I don't think our fish 
move around much, I do not think they leave our shores, they have their feeding 
grounds and they stay there. 

Q. Otherwise speaking, the fish native to our shores remain there ? — A. Yes, 
remain on the shores, and on different shores you get different sizes of fish. Take 
the fish from Kincardine up to Cape Heard the fish are larger there than what you 
get in the Georgian Bay, very near double the size and the same kind of fish, too ; 
we never get them mixed ; and from that up again to the Manitoulin Islands they 
are a little different to these in the Georgian Bay. 

Q. Otherwise speaking, they come in families, do they not? — ^A. Yes, I think 
so, they are in families, or else it is the nature of the feeding grounds. 

Q. Do you think that they go in families and resort to certain places in which 
they feed and breed ? — A. Yes, I think so. 

Q. Does this generally apply to our fish ? — A. Yes; in regard to this I speak 
from experience, from my own practical knowledge. 

Q. Have you any other remarks to offer? — A. Well, nothing further than I 
mentioned with regard to the herring close season ; I think there should be no close 
season for herring. I understand now that they have a little grievance down at Point 
Pelee, in Lake Erie. The Americans are now bringing from their shores herring 
into the Detroit market, and the Canadians are prevented from doing that now in 
the close season. I think herring moves around more than any other fish, but they 
do not seem to be getting any scarcer. The men down there claim that they are as 
plentiful as ever. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the Detroit River at all ? — A. No ; I have not 
. much knowledge of the Deti-oit River. 

Q. Have you any other remarks that you would like to make from your stand- 
point as a large dealer here ? — A. No, T don't know that I have. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. How many gill and pound-nets have you ? — A. Oh, I cannot exactly say 
how many the company has; we hiive them scattered around in many places. 

Q. Have you some of your own ? — A. Yes, some. 

Q. How many pound -nets have you got ? — A. I have only got two that is run in 
my own name. 

Q. Then you have some others also, have you ? — A. I am interested in others ; 
yes, I am interested in more or less all the nets that we buy fish from ; we have got 
to supply the men with twine. 

Q. Have you got a tug ? — A. Yes, a number of them. 

Q. How many pound-nets should one good tug serve on this lake ? — A. Oh, I 
suppose one good tug in fine weather could serve twenty or thirty nets. 

Q. One good tug could serve twenty or thirty nets? — A. Yes, I suppose it 
could with a boat attached. 

Q. What depth of water do you fish in this lake ? — A. About twenty eight feet 
or thirty, it depends on the water. 

Q. How long is your leader ? — A. Oh, about 60 to 80 rod. I claim it should 
CO into the beach, but they generally leave them out from the shore in eight or nine 
feet of water. 

Q. What size of mesh in the lead ? — A. They use all sizes of mesh, 5 or 6-inch 
mesh and sometimes 7. 
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Q; Is it ever ag low as 5 in this lake?'^A. Well, I doD't know that it is, bat I 
don't think it matters mnoh because the pat is the main part of the net to oatch fish. 

Q. Do poQDd-nets giye the paUic fish in better condition than.those caught in 
any other way ? — A. Well^ I don't know as they do. The fish we catch in the gill- 
nets cannot be caught in ponnd-uets. 

Q. Are the fish supplied to the public caught in pound-nets fresher than tboae 
caught in gill-nets ? — ^A. Sometimes they are and sometimes they are not. 

Q. When are they not ? — ^A. When they are a shallow water fish, then I claim 
they are not as good as deep water fish ; they are softer and not usually as good as 
deep water fish. 

Q. Do they ever fish with gill-nets in the same depth of water that you uae 
pound-nets in ? — A. Yes, they have tried that but they cannot catch them« They 
can see the net in shallow water and they do not gill. 

Q. Is gill-net fishing carried on in this lake in 28 feet of water ? — A. Well, I 
don't know that it is. Sometimes there may be a few nets in the fall of the year set 
in Ihat depth of water, but through all the principal parts of the iishing season they 
are in deep water. 

Q. Then, the water would be colder ? — A. Yes, the water is colder. 

Q. Is there less waste in pound-net fishing than in gill-net fishing? — ^A. Well, I 
don't know that there is. 

Q. Are there any fish rotten and decayed ? — A. Sometimes we get fish what 
we called ^' drowned fish " and we salt them. That is the fish that dies in the net, 
and undoubtedly that fish will not stand as long as the fish that is alive when 
caught. 

Q. Well, then, in your pound-nets you claim that there is never any dead 
fish ? — A. Ob, yes, there is dead fish in other nets, pound-nets and all, thera will be 
dead fish in them all. 

Q. Are there as many dead fish in pound-nets as there are in gill-nets? — ^A. No, 
I don't think there are — oh, no, thei*e should be none in pound-nets unless they gill. 

Q. What dead fish do you notice in the pound-nets here ? — A. Well, there is no 
dead fish unless they gill. 

Q. What variety gill in your pound-nets ? — A. Well, only fish small enough to 
go through the mesh. 

Q. What kind is that ? — A. Pickerel, whitefish, trout and herring, if the not 
is small enough for them to gill in. 

Q. How often do you lift your pound-nets? — A. Sometimes every day, and 
sometimes once a week, and sometimes once in two weeks; it depends on the quan- 
tity of fish that is going in them. Sometimes there is no fish that goes in them at 
all, we won't catch them for weeks, there won't be one handred pounds of fish in 
them. 

Q. You are a dealer as well as a fisherman ? — A. Yes, sit*. 

Q. Are you in the employ of any American company? — A. I am interested in 
an American company, 

Q. As partner ( — A. A stockholder. 

Q. Do you get a salary ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And that is paid you, how ? — A. It is paid me by the Buffalo Fish Company. 

Q. You say you are a stockholder in the Buffalo Fish Company? — A. Yes, lam 
a stockholder and a manager. 

Q. Can you tell me what quantity of fish you have caught this year in the nets, 
I mean under your control ? — A. Well, I could not say. You know to avoid the 
McKinley Bill we formed the company. 

Q. The McKinley Bill has nothing to do with this question of how much fish 
you caught? — A. I cannot tell you that unless I go to the books. 

Q. You cannot give me an idea? — A. I have said that we have handled in the 
neighbourhood of five million of pounds from our different points — ^Greorgian Bay 
and Lake Huron. 

Q. Have you handled all that amount of business hei*e? — A. Yes. 

Q. Do you represent the American company in all these localities, in all theeo 
sections near here in Lake Huron ? — A. Yes, sir, represent all in stock, you under- 
stand, as dealers. 
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Q. Ib the herring fisbeiy earned on profitaUj on thÎB lake ? — ^A. No. 

Q. The only ôsh that there is any money in is wfaitefish and tront and pickerel ? 
— A. Yes, and sturgeon and bass and such other fish as we catch. 

Q. What fish do the salmon-tront feed on ? — ^A. Th^ feed on all kinds of fish. 

Q. What do you think is their principal food? — A. They will eat salmon-trout. 

Q. Eat each other ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And you think hernng is thmr principal food ? — A. I think they are most 
numerous. 

Q. If the hemng were to be reduced in numbers considerably they would have 
to look for other fish for food? — A. Well, I suppose if they were exterminated or a 
great deal reduced they would have to look for other fish, I suppose. I don't 
think they are particular what kind offish they get as long as it is fish. 

Q. As to this close season question. Bo you object to the close season ? — ^A. No; 
I do not object to the close season. 

Q. You think it is proper to have a elose season? — A. Yes, I think so. 

Q. Do you think it is better for the fishermen to continue this system that the 
department has introduced ? — ^A. Well, I don't know that it hurts the fishermen any. 

Q. Do you think it would hurt the fishermen and the present holders of these 
licenses if the whole thing was thrown open to the public ? — A. I don't think it 
^vrottld make much difPérence. I don't think a man stops fishing because he has got 
to pay a license. 

Q. Caa any one get a license who asks for it ? — A. Well, I never knew any one 
to be refused — well, not for a gill-net license, for pound-nets they are refused. 

Q. But you never knew ai^ one refused for a gill-net ? — A. No, I never knew 
any one refused for a gillnet. I think the tug licenses should be $10 in place of $25, 
because they are out of proportion to the amount of twine they run. it is not the 
boat that catches the fish, it*i8 the nets, and the tugs are better both for drawing in 
the fish earlier and better for the men. There are six men on a tug and three on 
the boat, and we run, in the tug about double the quantity of nets that the boats do, 
but there is double the quantity of men as well ; but still the tug pays $25 while the 
boat pays only $5, and I think the tug should be reduced down to $10. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. You say that you have two pound-nets on your own license ? — A. I have 
them in South Bay in my own name. 

Q. And you .are interested in all the pound-nets that you buy fish from? — A. 
Well, we are interested in mostly all the nets. 

Q. What quantity would that be, roughly? — A. Well, I cannot tell you just 
exactly. We are interested down below and we have to furnish the men the money 
to fish with. 

Q. With regard to the fish caught in the gill-nets, are more killed in them than 
in the pound-nets? — A. Oh, certainly more are killed, yes; in the gill-nets. 

Q. In fact they are all killed in the gill-nets, you may say? — A. Yes, certainly 
— ^well, a great many are alive when we get them. 

Q. Does it not -happen sometimes that severe storms will prevent you from 
taking up*your gill-nets for a number of days? — A. Yes, sometimes they do, and if 
a gill-net is kept out too long, undoubtedly we will have more dead fish in it. 

Q. What if kept out four days ? — A. Well, four days does not signify if we fish 
in dead water. The fishermen generally regulates that, because if they bring dead 
fish they do not get anything for them — if they are too long out they are unsaleable. 

Q. And are these unsaleable fish thrown away — necessarily? — A. No, not neces- 
sarily thrown away, they are salted. 

Q. Is an unsaleable fish fit to salt? — A. Well, a fish may be a drowned fish and 
vet oomparattvely a good fish but they would not keep, they are too soft. Our fish 
has got to be several days old before we get them to the market and after they reach 
Buffalo they have to be repacked and resnipped to New York, etc. 

Q. But all this time they are preserved on ice? — A. Yes, and the drowned fish 
are unsaleable, and therefore we salt them. 
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Q. Are there not a great many that are not fit to salt ? — A. No, not very many 
— a fish will live a month in a net, you know. 

Q. But the fish when swelled up will sometimes bring the net to the surface of 
the water from being too long out in a storm ? — A. No. 

Q. You have never seen that ? — A. No. 

Q. Never heard of it?— A. No. 

Q. Do you know of a practice which has been pursued of putting a prod or 
sharp instrument in the bellies of the fish to let the gas out? — A. The fish very 
often when it is struggling in the water, even on a hook or line it seems that there 
is a wind that gets into him. I understand when he is straggling anyway that will 
get into him. 

Q. And to get rid of that the fish is prodded ? — A. Yes, I saw that done and the 
fish alive after it was put in. 

Q. But these fish that are in the gill-nets and swollen up and prodded to let the - 
gas out are dead fish, are they not? — ^A. Oh, no, not dead fish. It is a kind of blad- 
der that is full of wind and the fish may be perfectly alive, probably not in the net 
half an hour before the nets are lifted, and yet it may be full of this wind or gas, 
whatever you may call it. I think it is air that the fish inhales in going up to the 
surface, very often. 

Q. Then you say that gill-nets cannot be lifted sometimes, for how long? — A. 
Oh, it depends on the length of the storm and the weather. 

Q. For how many days, will you say? — A. Well, probably two or three days, it 
depends on the length of the storm. The fish that \^e catuh with gill-nets cannot be 
caught with anything else. 

Q. And if the nets are left out too long the fish die, is that correct? — A. Yes, 
part of them die. 

Q. And then being unsaleable are salted, is thaf correct? — A. They become 
unsaleable for being packed in ice as fresh fish. 

Q. And are salted? — A. Yes, still they may be good fish — we are supposed not 
to ship anything but live fish. 



Capt. JAMES INKSTER sworn :— 
By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. Your residence is where ? — A. Goderich, here. 

Q. And your occupation ? — A. Fisherman. 

Q. How long?— A. Well, seventeen years. 

Q. Y'our nationality? — ^A. Scotch. 

Q. What kind of fishery do you carry on, Mr. Inkster? — A. Gill-net fishery. 

Q. What description of fish do you take in your gill-net? — A. Salmon-trout 
chiefly and whitefish. 

Q. Sturgeon?— A. No. 

Q. Any other fish? — A. An odd pickerel once in a while. 

Q. And what particular locality do you fish in? — A. Oh, I have fished all along 
this bhoro and the Georgian Bay, these last two seasons I have been down here. 

Q. Along the lake shore of Lake Huron, is it ? — A. Yes. And the Georgian 
Bay, and the north channel of the Georgian Bay, I have been out there one season. 

Q. You use gill-nets wholly? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. No seine nor hoop-nets? — A. No, sir. 

Q. What size mesh do you use in the gill-nets ? — A. 4J-inCh this last year or so, 
before that it was larger, 4f. 

Q. Was the regulation 4f formerly? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That was the standard regulation ? — A. Y'es. 

Q. And it has been reduced during the last year or two to 4J ? — A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Consequently you use it?^-A. Yes, not all of the nets, some of them do, but 
some use larger mesh. 

Q. Will this mesh catch all the marketable salmon-trout and whitefish ? — ^A. 
Oh, yes, I think so. 

Q. Now, how small a fish will pass freely through this 4^inch mesh ? — A. Oh, 
1^ and 2 pounds, I should judge. 

Q. One and a-half pounds and under will pass through the 4^inch mesh ? — A. 
Yes, there are lots offish that get caught that are not gilled at all, some are caught 
by the teeth. 

Q. Well, ordinarily speaking ? — A. Well, about a 2- pound fish you can pass them 
through quite easily. 

Q. Two pounds and under will go through a 4^Inch mesh, as a rule ? — A. Yes, . 
some fish are leaner built than others. 

Q. This will apply to pickerel, salmon-trout and to whitefish, will it? — A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. Now, we are a little anxious to ascertain if we can when these fish are sup- 
posed to be in their best condition for domestic use, or for market. When would 
you consider the salmon-trout in* its best condition? — A. Well, I could not say, I 
am sure. There is generally the best demand for them in the spring, but that is on 
account of their scarcity, I presume. 

Q. The demand is not so much what we want as the time when they are best 
for table use. You know some animals' flesh is better for eating in some seasons 
than others, does not this apply to fish as well? — A. Here the fish are in good cor.- 
dition all the year around that ever I saw, except the fish that are sick. 

Q. Salmon-trout, and whitefish both, you say, are always in good condition ? — A. 
This part of the lake down here they are. 

Q, Would you say they are in good condition then during the spawning season? 
— A, I think so, in fact, better condition than any time; they are fatter, I think. 

Q. Is the fish in as good condition when he is spawning as it is before? — A. 
That class offish we catch we always count them better. 

Q. Better when they are .spawning ? — A. Yes, to all appearances — herring in 
particular, they are in a prime state. 

Q. And you do not know of a month of the year that they are in better con- 
dition than another ? — A. No, sir, I do not. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of what condition they are in after they are done 
spawning? — A. Herring is not as good. 

Q. Herring are not good afier spawning? — A. Are not as good after they have 
spawned. I don't know about whitefish or trout, I never caught them. 

Q. Don't you think nature would operate in the same way as to whitefish and 
trout? — A. I should think so, yes. 

Q. What market do you have for your fish or where do you sell them ? — A. At 
the present time I am just working on wages here, but I have a boat up on Lake 
Superior and her fish is all sold in Canada. The fish caught down hero are sold to 
Mr. Clark, in Buffalo. 

Q. What is the market price you get for those sold to the Buflalo company ? — 
A. This year they are 3 J to 4 cents for salmon-trout and whitefish. 

Q. And those you sell in Canada from Lake Superior, what do you get for 
them ? — A. They are too far from the market — 2^ to 3 cents. 

Q. Do you sell them up there for that or down here ? — A. Up there. 

Q. For the same kind offish? — A. The same class offish, yes; they are too far 
from the market. 

Q. What do you ^et for herring? — A. I do net catch herring, not of late years, 
we used to catch them and not sell them ; they were too plentiful. 

Q. Are herring caught in Lake Superior ? — A. We do not catch any. 

Q. Have you noticed when these fish are in their ripest condition for laying 
their eggs, for instance, salmon-trout? — A. There are two or three species of trout 
in this lake. I have seen them spawning the latter end of August or the first of 
September, out on the outside reefs in the middle of the lake — we call it a reef, but 
it is under thirty or forty fathoms of water. 
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Q. What kind of trout do you call these ? — ^A. I don't know the proper name 
for them ; they are a kind of deep water trout — " red fin *' we call them. 

Q. What size will they he generally? — A. Well, from three to eight pounds, 
around there — five or six pounds. 

Q. Well, the general average wouW be what ? — ^A. Well, thoy are a pi-etty 
large size. 

Q. Would they average five pounds or four pounds ? — ^A. Well, ftrom four to 
ûve pounds I should judge — that is this class I am npeaking of, you know. 

Q. That is what I mean. They would run to an average of about four pounds ? 
— ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. One gentleman gave us black trout and white trout? — A. Well, the black 
trout is what we call the rock trout inshore. ' 

Q. Well, then, these are the white trout? — A. Yes, deep water trout, or white 
trout or red fin. 

Q. Do you know that they do spawn there ? — A. I have seen them spawning 
several times. 

Q. In September?-* A. The 1st of September and all through it. 

Q. Does this fish ever go near the shore at all? — ^A. No, sir; I have never 
caught them inshore. 

Q. Not in the midsummer months? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Well, now, the other kind of trout, what do you call them? — A. The rock 
trout. 

Q. Or black trout ? — A. Yes, or black trout. 

Q. When do they begin to spawn? — A. About the Ist of November generally; 
they commence to come in then. That is when we commence to catch them. They 
are not altogether ripe then for spawning. 

Q. They come in along the shore about the beginning of November? — A. Yes, 
about then ; some seasons are later than others. 

Q. And commence spawning afterwards ? — A. From that date, I should iudge. 

Q. What will the average weight of these fish that come in at that time be? — 
A. Well, they are from four to ten pounds, around there; a pretty large fish. 

Q. Well, what average would they be? — A» They will average five pounds 
easy, down this way. 

Q. Then, they are not much larger than the deep-water trout — they will only 
average a pound higher than the deep-water trout, or are they much larger? — A. 
They are much largei, apparently; of course, you will get some deep-water trout 
as large. 

Q. But we are taking their average? — A. Well, they will be probably six or 
seven pounds ; of couree, different catches are different sizes. 

Q. And these are always spawning fish; are they mature fish ? — A. Yea, sir. 

Q. Well, do you catch this trout at all out in deep water? — A. Well, seldom; 
an odd one once in a while. 

Q. Have you any idea where these fish go to in the summer that are only caught 
in November or the fall. — A. My idea is that they are all over the lake, scattered 
about; in fact, I have seen them playing, fine days. 

Q. Do you suppose that this is on their feeding grounds, as distinguished from 
their breeding grounds? — A. Oh, yes; their breeding grounds are on clean rock, no 
sand or mud; it has got to be clean honeycomb rook. 

Q. And about the Ist of November they come into the shore to spawn? — A. 
Where there is hard, clean rock bottom, you won't get them anywhere else; that is 
where they frequent, that class. 

Q. What is your idea about herring — ^when do they spawn ? — A. Some years it 
is a little later than others. Down here where I have fished for years, they gener- 
ally spawn about the same time, or a little later, probably; about the 15th of 
November is their best time. 

Q. Have you any idea when the pickerel spawn ? — A. No, I don't know. 

Q. Do you know whether they spawn in the spring or in the autumn ? — A. 
They don't spawn in the autumn, I don't think, except it is very late. I am not posi- 
tive, because it is onl}' an odd few we do catch. 
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Q. Well, what do yoa think aa to the time the pickerel Bpawn ? — A. Thej are 
a coarse fish and we hardly ever oatch them out in the gill-oets, they are oaught 
more all along the shore with trap-nets and seinee. 

Q. And yoa cannot say anything about their spawning time ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. When do yon experience the greatest amount oi lose with yoar nets in fifth 
ing in the lake ? — A. Oh, in the fall of the year generally, this fall in particular. 
After September there is never very mnc^ made. The latter end of September and 
October is generally unfavourable weather. It is the most un&vourable time, we 
never \o(^ any uets, but we lose time, it is the most unfavourable time. 

Q. What about November ? — A. Well, that would be worse still, I should judge. 
We generally pull out anyway whether it is a close season or not. 

Q. Well, exactly. November would be a worse month still ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You do not use pound-nets at all, you sav ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you meet with difficulty at times after stormy weather in the summer 
monthR with being unable to get out to your nets in the deep water to take them up? 
— A. We meet with difficulty after big btornu>, more with big logs going through 
the nets. 

Q. Would you meet with this difficulty of big logs out in the deep water ? — A. 
Oh, yes, all over, sometimes after big gales. Sometimes they drift for miles. 

Q. Then the gill-nets arc injured by being fouled with logs? — A. Yes, and from 
strong currents and storm. 

Q. When this takes place with a large number of fish in the nets what results? 
— ^A. If the nets were found in due time the fish would be all right. 

Q. What would you call due time ? — A. Oh, four or five days. As long as they 
were not decomposed in any way they would all, or nearly all, be fit for food. 

Q. Weil, would the fish be all dead at this time ? — ^A. Oh, no, probably ooe-half 
of them would be alive. 

Q. Would they all be an marketable as fish brought in after one day's catching? 
— ^A. No. There are two classes, first class, and second class, and these drowned 
or dead fish are sold as second class fish, and the live ones ai'e first class fish. 

Q. Then the^ are not unmarketable at all, it seems ? — A. No, except a chance 
one that will be destroyed. Sometimes probably after a storm we would not be out 
for two weeks and then of course there are many that are not marketable ; many of 
them were this fall, and during the summer too. 

Q. Well, the unmarketable ones, what happens to them? — A. They are thrown 
away or taken ashore and buried if they will handle. Sometimes they won't 
handle in that way. 

Q. Does this occur often ? — A. Oh, no, probably once or twice in the season. 

Q. Depends on the weather ? — A. Exactly on the weather. Yery seldom in 
the summer time, generally in September and so on. 

Q. Is that about the general thing with all the other fishermen as well as your- 
eelf ? — A. That is a general rule. 

Q. Is it ?— A. Oh, yes, I think so. 

Q. These Impound fish — do you know them to be immature, that is unable to 
reproduce ^eir species, unable to spawn ? — A. I have seen some very small ones 
spawn, I could not say the exact weight. Two pounds and over I am satisfied that 
lihey are mature. 

Q. Would this be the same with the bright fish, and with the black fish as they 
a.re called ? — A. Well, I don't know about the rock trout,.but the deep water fish 1 
am satisfied do ; I never caught rock trout that small. 

Q. The deep water 2-pound trout is sufficiently mature to produce eggs ? — A. 
Yes, but I rather think not with the rock trout. 

Q, Are you aware of the law with regard to the Sunday close Reason, that is to 
take up the nets at 6 o'clock Saturday night and keep them up until Monday morn- 
ing?— A. Yes. 

Q. Is it practicable or possible for the fishermen to comply with that? — ^A. No, 
sir, not here; we could not make a living if that was the case. 

Q. And you think it is altogether impracticable to enforce it ? — A. It is alto» 
g^eiher impracticable. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ontario Fishery Commission. 

Q. Do you know of a pi*actice of the Americans of poaching or fishing in our 
waters ? — A. Well, except this fall, I never saw them before. There was one this 
season, I believe, or at least I saw her once or twice down here at Kettle Point. 

Q. Was that a tug? — A, Yep, a tug. 

Q. With her fishing gear — fishing where? — A. About 35 miles south-east of 
here down at Kettle Point, that is the name of the place, in Canadian waters. 

Q. How far would this fishing be carried on from our shore? — A. Oh, from five 
to ten miles, they say five or six miles from the nearest land. In the summer time 
we make no difference, we would be setting alongc<ide of them, and sometimes our 
nets would be foul of each other — no distinction of line made between us. 

Q. This would be where? — A. About the centre of the lake where we call the 
reef is. 

Q. Well, we want to know whether it is judicious and fair on the part of the 
Cana<lian Government to have proper close seasons. What is your opinion as to 
that? — A. Well, naturally speaking, I would say it would l»e, but I have seen no re- 
sults of it yet. It has been ten or fifteen yeai-s in operation now and I have seen no 
results from it yet. 

Q. You say that generally the fishermen here have not fished in the month of 
November? — A. No. 

Q. Then the month of November not being used by the fishermen the close 
season here has not eflFected them but has benefitted them in two ways, in that it 
preserves the fish and prevents loss by the fishermen? — A. Well, I fished here long 
before there was a close season and we never did anything more then than we do 
now, we always tried to let up about that time. 

Q. Then there is a natural close season ? — A. Y'^es, a natural close season. 

Q. If some people fished during that time and others did not, they would have a 
certain advantage over those who did not fish, and, therefore, would it not be better 
for the Government to establish a close season ? — A. I think if a poor man wanted to 
catch a few fish let him do so, but naturally thinking 1 would say it would be better 
and more natui'al that there should be a close season ; but I say we never made any- 
thing at that time. 

Q. Naturally speaking it should be so? — A. Yes. 

Q. How soon do you usually set your nets in the spring? — A. Ob, from the 
middle of April to the Ist of May, around there, whenever the ice gets off. 

Q. And you generally pull up your nets when? — A. We fish right on until the 
stormy season comes; we let up the summer or deep sea-nets, about the middle of 
September. 

Q. Well, now the summer net is a net to catch what kind of fish ? — A. This 
smaller fish : they have larger mesh-nets to catch these rock trout. 

Q. The rock trout-nets are set when ? — A. The 15th of September to about the 
1st of November. 

Q. With meshes of what size ? — A. Oh, 5 to 6-inch extension measure. 

Q. Why do you give the name rock trout ? — A. Because they are always caught 
on rock bottom : never catch them anywhere else. 

Q. Do they frequent this rock bottom for spawning purposes? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you anything to do with the sturgeon at all? — A. No, sir, I*have seen 
them. 

Q. Have you formed any opinion with regai-d to the advisability of the artificial 
breeding of fish? — A. I d<jn't know much about it, I am sure, sir. I cannot bay I 
have seen any results around here. 

Q. You do not know anything about artificial breeding of fish ? — ^A. No. 

Q. Were you one of the petitioners to-Government to have a hatchery establish- 
ed here at Goderich on account of the falling oft* of the fisheries? — A. I expect I 
was, ver}' likely I did : I almost forget now. 

Q. Have you the same opinion still? — A. I have heard a great deal of talk 
from the other side. 

Q. Well, have you the same opinion still that you then subscribed to, viz.: that 
on account of the falling off of the fisheries here it would be advisable to have a 
hatchery here? — A. W^oll, yes, as long as they can prove that they would replenish 
the waters. 
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Q. Well, we cannot prove that until they are built. You think that the peti- 
tion for having a hatchery here is correct?— A. Yes, that will do : yes. 

Q. You sell your fish you say. to the Buffalo Company? — A. To Mr. Clark here. 

Q. Where are they delivered? — A. Right in the harbour here. 

Q. And are they put into a freezer? — A. Packed in ice and sent away the next 
morninggenerally. 

Q. Have you been fishing here long ? — A. About seventeen years. 

Q. Were fish more numerous years ago than they are at present? — A. Well, 
wbitefish was, but not trout. 

Q. What is your conclusion for that being the case? — A. I think the trout has 
eaten up the young fry, that are not killed, that is my belief. 

Q. It is caused by the trout consuming the young whitefish, you think? — A. 
Yes, that is my own opinion, I do not say it is so. 

Q. And any other reason ? — A. Well, the old fish being caught or killed off too 
much. 

Q. Being too numerously caught, is that what you mean, or being over fished ? 
— A. Well, probably there is something in that. You see they only frequent a cer- 
tain distance along the water, they do not go out over twenty-five or thirty fathoms 
and the trout go out all over the lake. Whitefish frequent waters near. the shore 
and wherever it is shallow and are more easily caught. 

Q. And the continuance of this, you think, has brought about the present 
reduction of whitefish ? — A. That is my idea, yes. 

Q. Is there any falling off of the salmon-trout to what they wore in former 
years, either in size or in quantity ? — A. Well, there is in certain places; other places 
ihey are just as numerous. 

Q. What do you think is the cause of this falling off? — A. Or, in other words, 
I have seen very poor years when I first started, very poor years, and the last two 
or three vears they have been fully up lo the average. 

Q. What we want tcy find out is, is there any falling off of this salmon-trout 
between now and former years? — A. I do not think there is much falling off of the 
salmon-trout except in certain places, but it is made up for in other places. 

Q. What is the cause of the falling off in these certain places? — A. Well, they 
have probably moved off or have been scared away, I could not tell. 

Q. Not by over fishing? — A. No, I don't think so. 

Q. When the fish leave one place do the fishermen follow them if it is possible 
to find them ? — A. We loose all track of them. They migrate away and they are 
liable to come back to-morrow, but it might not be the same run. 

Q. What about the herring, sir, are they scarcer? — A, The lake is chuck full of 
them ; at least they do not pay to fish now with gill nets. 

Q. What do you think the whitefish live upon? — A. They feed on the bottom 
altogether, on worms, small worms, we pick them up in the nets often — little grubs. 

Q. And are these places where the worms and grubs are found far out in the 
lake or generally in shallower water? — A. In about twenty fathoms of water, from 
eighteen to twenty tathoms. 

By Mr. Barris : 

Q. Do you think it would be better for the fishermen if they all took their nets 
out after the first of November, do you think they would make more money in the 
end? — A. I think they would be just as well off if they would pull out then, that is, 
not for herring, but for whitefish and trout; they would catch no herring at all if 
they did not fioh with gill-nets. 

Q. Well, what fish do you regard as most profitable of the fish in the lake ? — A. 
Well, with gill-nets, salmon-trout altogether. 

Q. Which would you put first? — A. Well, salmon-trout. We did not catch 
enough whitefinh last year to pay the men's wages. 

Q. Is the close season regarded as a hardship here ? — A. It is not by us, but it 
might be by some sporting men. 

Q. But not by fishermen ? — A. No, sir. 
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By Mr. Wiimot : 

Q. You say that the fishermen would be better off if their nets were taken up 
in November, except for herring ? — A. Except for herrîn|ç. 

Now, what sized mesh do you use for herring ? — A. Two and a half to two and 
three-quarters. 

Q. Do you know if there is any regulatiou for it? — A. No, sir. 

Q. You say the herring net mesh now used, is what ? — A. Two and three-quarters 
to two and five-eighths, I t^iuk. 

Q. Where would you nsh with these herring nets — would they be seine or gill- 
nets?— A. Gill-nets. 

Q. Where would you fish with these to get your herring? — A. Up around the 
Bruce Peninsula and the bays between the islands. We always used to make for 
shelter. 

Q. And this would be in November ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In what depth of water would you use this net ? — A. On four or five fathoms, 
that is all, sometimes less. 

Q. What sort of bottom would there be there ? — A. All kinds, rock and sand, 
and clay ; they come in that numei-ons that they are all over, bometimos all over 
the bay; it does not make any difference to them. 

Q. If you- are using this two and three-quarters or two and five-eighths gilUnet 
mesh in these places for catching herring in November, how would that effect the 
whitefish and salmon-trout? — A. They do not come in there at all. I never caught 
a whitefish with a herring net. I have caught an odd salmon-trout. 

Q. Do I underatand that whitefish and salmon-trout do not go into any bays at 
all to spawn ? — A. No, they stay on the shallows outside, they won't go into the 
sandy or muddy bottom at all, rock-trout won't. 

Q. Are you acquainted with Wiarton Bay ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What kind of bottom would you call that, five or six miles down ? — ^A. Well, 
it is what wo call a clean bottom. I never fished there. 

Q. Do you know whether salmon-trout come in there to spawn ? — A. Well, it 
is a local trout, they do not come in from the Georgian Bay there, probably a few 
local trout. 

Q. My reason for asking you this qujastion, is if possible to devise some means 
to prevent salmon-trout and whitefish which go in there to spawn being caught by 
the herring nets of 2f and 2^inch mesh — but you say they do not frequent the same 
watere? — A. Well, Wiarton Bay is a very deep bay — where we fish it is near five 
or six fathoms deep. 

Q. You are engaged now in a salmon-trout gill-n^ fisheiy ? — A. Yes, sir, I am 
now. 

Q. When the month of Novenaber comes around do you take up your nets and 
do you resort to the herring fishing then ? — A. No, sir, the last four or five years it 
did not pay us. We have done nothing. iiC; 

Q. Well, is it the custom with the fishermen when they are done with the 
salmon-trout and whitefish fishing to commence the herring fishing? — A. It usea to 
be so, but it has not paid us to catch them of late years. 

Q. Then, in your opinion, there would be no objection to a close season for 
whitefish, salmon-trout and herring? — ^A. Well, I don't see any use for a close sea- 
son for herring, there are so many of them. 

Q. is it the principal food of the salmon-trout? — A, No, sir, they are]) not the 
principal food. * 'fû 

Q. What is ? — A. They feed on minnows in particular, and also on herring and 
on all young fry. 

Q. The minnows you refer to are not the young of herring and whitefish ? — ^A, 
No, sir, they are not. I have examined them particularly and I am sure of that. 

By Mr. Harris : 
Q. You don't think there should be a close season for herring ? — A. I do not see 
any need of it. 
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Q. What time do jou think that olose season should be ? — A. For herring? 

Q. Yes? — A. Oh, from the 15th of November to the 5th of December, if there 
was a close season that would be the time. 

Q. I do not understand what difference that would make to any fisherman if all 
the nets were up at that time? — ^A. Oh, there is a great many who depend on that 
altogether, don't you see. 

Q. If it would pay the fishermen on this lake to take up their nets by the 1st 
of November, I do not see how a close season would matter ? — A. I am speaking 
now of the tugmeu. We fish pretty hard all summer and don't feel like continuing 
on, but there is some who scrape along all summer and they have got to do some- 
thing in the fall to help them over the winter, and they fish for herring. 

Q. Then the reason you think there should be no olose season for herring is 
that there would be so little fishing for them in November in this lake that it would 
hardly, matter.' Is that what you mean ? — A. Yes, something like that. It would 
not pay us to hire men to go on catching them, but if a man wishes to go on to catch 
them, well and good, there is lots of them there. That is my idea. 

Q. That is what you mean ? — A. Yes. To get up a fishing rig and hire men to 
catch them would not be safe, you would come out in debt. But if a man wants to get 
a few to help him over the winter, that is a different thing. So long as there is white- 
fish and palmon-trout to be caught we don't want to bother with herring. 

Q. Whether do you consider the fishery on the Canadian side of Lake Huron 
or on the American side the better? — A. I consider we have the best grounds alto* 
gether. The best feeding grounds and also the best breeding grounds — we have a 
rolling bottom, a more uneven bottom. 

Q, Are you of the opinion that the fish that are native to these grounds on this 
side of the lake pass over to the American «ide at all, spawning or breeding there ? 
— A. Well, I should hardly think they would from the Georgian Bay, but I am satis- 
fied that they do down here where it is only forty or fifty miles to the other side. 

Q. And you think that they pass from one side to the ofcher ? — A. Oh, ye?. 

Q. But if we have got the best breeding grounds why should they do that? — A. 
Well, I don't know. I suppose there is not much difference down here, but take it 
up by the Georgian Bay that is the best breeding grounds on the whole chain of 
lakes; they have not got an equal to it on the whole chain of lakes, but down here 
it does not make much difference. 



H. W. BALL, beiuff sworn, made the following statement: — 
Mr. Chairman, I wish first of all, to put before this commission, what I believe 
to be the cçrrect time of spawning offish, and all that I will say will be from actual 
observation taken by myself. 

I reside in Groderich, and am fishery ovei*seer here. My nationality is English. 
I wish to say that I have made personal examination with a microscope of all fish 
that I may speak of. Salmon-trouJ^ unquestionably spawn from the 1st to the 30th 
of November ; I have come across a few towards the 27th and 28th October that 
v<rould be softening, apparently ripening for voiding; but I have never come across 
any mature fish yet of that tribe, that has spawned by the 1st of November. 
JReoently, in fact, on the 17th day of the present month, I seized about thirty-four 
fish and they are all what our friends here call rock trout, but they were caught in 
nets placed out on the 27th of October. I should judge they had been in the nets 
about ten days. I examined the fish and found that none of them had spawned but 
ipvere all ripe, as far as I could see — they were decomposed, and therefore I did not 
handle them much. As to whitefish, I have had only ihree or four opportunities for 
examination, but in those that I have had, I found that the spawn as hardly ripe as in 
tbe salmon-trout, I should judge from five to ten days behind. Herrings — I have 
ejcamined hundreds ripe throughout — I am positive, as a rule, spawn from the 1st 
day of November, light well on until December; and perch spawn the same time. 
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Pickerel, I bave never caught yet, with the spawn ready for voiding. I have caught 
thfira in the fall and found the fibers ; but after the 15th day of May, the legal day on 
which they could be caught, I have never found one with spawn. Therefore they 
spawn by the 15th of May. In regard to bass, their spawn m the month of October 
is more fully developed ihan that of the pickerel, but I caught a large number this 
year, and never in one instance by the 15th or 16th of June, uniil 1 might legally 
catch them, has there been any spawn in them. They would have spawned before 
the 15th or 16th of June. Now, the only other fish that I have critically examined 
is the sturgeon. In the year 1891, I examined between ten and twenty sturgeon in 
the month of May, and I found the spawn in this fish in all stages, some you might 
pay almost softened for voiding, some almost ready to be laid, whilst others were 
haiHl. In June, I examined as many fish, and in July, the same number of fish, and 
my experience was the same. In August, a great number of fish, axjd the same ex- 
perience J and the same experience in September with a lesser number of fish. Thp 
first two examinations I made were on the St^ and 15th of October : on the 8th I 
examined seven fish, three were without spawn and three others were fish about to 
spawn, but still seemed to lack ten or fifteen days of full ripeness; and on the 15th 
of October I examined four, two of them only with spawn, and those two i^eemed to 
require a few^days yet before their sjJawn was in a proper condition for deposition 
on the rocks. 

Eogarding the observations made here to-day of salmon- trout, I am clearly of 
the opinion that we have no two different kinds of fish on this lake, but the fish are 
the same and their habits are different in this way, that the smaller fish stick to the 
bottom where they are away from the larger fish, and the larger fish go all over the 
lake in the snpimer time for feeding purposes and in the fall they gather together in 
large shoals for the purpose of spawning on shallows or reefs, coming together in 
large numbers. The whilefish of cou^^e, as I have already said, spawn about the 
same time, and there is no trouble about the two kinds of fish. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. It is a fallacy then, in your estimation, that there are two kinds of salmon- 
trout in this lake that frequent different waters? — A. Yes, undoubtedly. I may say 
that the reason our fishermen believe that there are two kinds offish is simply be- 
cause they inhabit two different kinds of water, the smaller fish go to the deepeu 
waters where they are less the prey of the bigger fish. 

Q. Would you give an opinion as to migration? — A. The smaller fish are all in 
deep water in ther middle of the lake and unquestionably they migrate, but I don't 
think they go to the other side any more than this. 

Q. Would you give an opinion with regard to these smaller fish, whether they 
are ripe or mature for spawning? — A. Yes, they are; I have seen them at two-pound 
weight, certainly. 

I wish to put on record that I believe there should be no close seaso^i whatever 
for sturgeon. In addition to their spawning habits, I have examined the feeding 
habits of this fish, and in every sturgeon that I examined I found food through the 
microscope, that I feel convinced was the spawn of other fish. I have aUo found 
that in the sucker tribe and the mullets, and I have found that in no other fish, and 
this is why I am strongly opposed to a close season for sturgeon. In those of the 
salmon-trout I have found nothing but herring and these small minnows or chub. 

Q. The principal food of the salmon-trout is herring? — A. Yes, and the small 
minnows called chub. In the whitefish I found the food to be a grub or worm, and a 
large mineral or vegetable growth interspersed with them. 

Q. Do you mean that the worm feeds on the vegetable growth? — A. Yes, and 
also the fish feed on the vegetable growth. When I came to Godench there was a 
very fair run of salmon-trout and whitefish on this coast, that is twenty years ago. 
The numbers caught were not numerous, but the fish caught were very heavy, and 
therefore the work was one that paid the fishermen. As years went by there was 
no law carried out as regai*ds bringing the offal to shore and therefore the fish being 
cleaned on the boats when coming home, part of the offal was thrown into the lake. 
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This, to my mind, caused what followed — an entire loss offish off this part, so that 
some five 7eai*s since two boatet could hardly be profitably employed. 

Q. Might I just ask this, in passing. Would that lead you to believe that these 
fish are in families and perform their functions in certain localities, and if once 
driven therefrom would that end their existence there? — A. For a time until the 
grounds became pure again and they would come back again. The last two or 
three years salmon-trout have been very plentiful in this part, there being about 
twice or three times the number caught the last two or three years annually to what 
was caught twenty years ago, although the weight is not so great and the profit 
therefore is not more. 

Q. Is it because there is more capital employed and more fishing geer used now 
than then that more are caught ? — A. Yes, that is one cause, but the main cause is 
the purity of the ground. All the decaying matter that was put in at one time has 
entirely disappeared and there has been good feeding ground. There is more caught 
now, on account of the size of the net, which is reduced from five inches to four and 
a half, and also on account of its fiexibility and the make of the twine. 

Q. An improvement in the strength of the twine? — A. Yes, and in catching 
the tish. In a proper twine net where one trout used to be caught by the teeth, 
with tte new twine thirty would be caught by the teeth and of course these would 
be of all sizes, from a four-ounce trout to any size. 

Q. Are ycni prepared to make a recommendation as to the size of twine that 
should be used? — ^A. Well, I am not, for that is a point I have never studied. 

Q. Would it not be advisable to regulate the twine? — A. Well, I am not prepar- 
ed to say about it; it seems to me an impossibility to do that now. 

The take of salmon-trout in this part is as good as ever it was in past years, 
and I would like to sny that that of course shows that the hatcheries must have had 
an infiueuce in th^t direction, for in 1871 it only required ten fish to make a hundred 
weight and now it takes from thirty to forty, and it seems to me it naturally follows 
that the hatcheries come into play here, for the fish now are three times as abundant 
a8 they were at that time, because that is admitted, I think, by the fishermen them- 
selves, that they catch as much in weight to-day as they did twenty years ago. 

Q. But the fish are more numerous ? — A. They must be more numerous to make 
up for the weight, when they catch as much now as they did then. 

Q. Do you know anything in regard to the poaching by the Americans on oiir 
shore at all ? — A. Well, I merely heard some of them talking and they turned around 
to me; and I wrote a letter last night to the Government on the subject. 

Q. You have repoited the thing to the department? — A. I wrote to the Gov- 
ernment, to the Deputy Minister. It is not in my district. 

Q. You have described very fully what 3'ou think about spawning time. Now, 
what is your idea with regard to the periods in which fish are in their best condi- 
tion for eating purposes — would it be sometime before the spawning season ? — A. 
The time of their best condition is when the water is cold. 

Q. Then you think the spawning operation does affect the fish at all? — A. Un- 
-questionably I do think so. 

Q. What is the quality of the fish when done spawning? — ^A. Well, they are 
miserable then. 

Q. What is your idea with regard to the herring fishery? — A. Well, my idea 
is that there should be a close season for all fish. It is admitted on all hands that 
herring fishing after trout and whitefish fishing, does not pay. Now, during ten 
days* experience I observed how the herring fishery was carried on during this pre- 
sent month. There was but one boat seen on the move during that ten days, and I 
know a man who supplied seven hundred packages or barrels for herring, and he 
informed me that less than one hundred and fifty were filled and the men had ail 
left the fishing grounds. If this was not on account of the water it shows me that 
our herring fishery is becoming very much diminished, because all this fishing took 
place between hundreds of islands and the main land along that shore where there 
was a moderate protection all the time from one gale to the other. 

Q. And your impression is that herring need protection as well as others? — ^A. 
Yes, that is my impression. I am sure that they are griidually diminishing in Lake 
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Huron. Pive years ago, I or any other man could go down to the river here and 
catch one hundred heriing ; this season I caught but twenty-eight and worked hard 
for them. They do not come here, and it seems a natural conoTusion that if they do 
not come around here where they are bred, that they cannot be in any other place. 

Q. You have not given us your views, sir, with regard to what is the correct 
size of mesh for Ihe pots— of pound-nets in order to gill a fair sized fish and yet not 
giJl an immature fish ? — A. Well, there is a great difference about that. In one 
case I would only have 2 inches so that the perches and suckers would be caught; 
but this would catcii immature fish. I think a mesh of 4 inches would cover all 
purposes — a mesh of 4 inches in the pot would be equivalent to 5 or 5^ inches in 
the present whitefish nets used, so far as gilling the fish. 

Q. In your experience and supervision as fishery officer do you consider it 
would be possible to establish a pound-net for one description offish, and a pound- 
net for another description of fish in another locality? For instance, if a man 
wanted to fish for the coarser fish, such as perch and pickerel and all these coarser 
fish and he has to get a license to fish for these with the pound-net, would it be 
advisable to give him a 2-inch mesh to fish in a certain locality for a certain fish ? — 
A. If he wan nn honest man it would be. It would have to be with the condition 
that for all fish that his license did not cover should have to be returned to the 
water. 

Q. But there are certain localities where certain fish frequent? — A. I know- 
nothing about that. On our coast they all mix up together and you catch anything^ 
from a herring to a sturgeon. 

Q. Then, your idea is that a 4-inch mesh would cover the ground ? — A. Yes, 
the tunnels and heart should be 5-inch and the leads perhaps 6 or 7. 

Q. A 4-inch mesh would let all the herring out, would it not ? — A. Yes, and 
all the undersized pickerel and all the other fish. \ 

Q. Would a 3-inch extension mesh for either a gill or pot pound-net gill or 
take medium sized whitefish ? — A. Oh, they rarely gill in a pound, but in a gill-net 
proper whitefish would be rarely caught, but a large number of trout would be caught 
by any sized mesh by the teeth — very few gill. 

Q. You think that a gill-net with ^-{-inch extension measure would not gill 
young whitefish ? — A. I think not. 

I Q. How is it that in the Georgian Bay all the whitefish are caught by gill-nets? 
— ^A. Because it is shallower water and they are larger fish. 

Q, A 3-inch gill-net with the ordinary fine twine that they use would it not 
catch a medium-sized whitefish; if a full-grown whitefish will gill in a4^-inch mesh, 
would not a medium size gill in a 3-inch mesh ? — A. Well, it would have to be a 
very small fish. 

Q. One and a-half pound ? — A. Yes, at the outside. 

Q. Well, will not a 3-inch mesh or a 2^ inch mesh gill a great number of large 
herring? — ^A. Yes. 

Q. Wei!, a large herring would be perhaps a pound or a pound and a-half or two 
pounds? — A. Oh, rarely. The average herring caught on tnis lake is less than a 
pound, or three quarters of a pound. 

Q, Then a large herring would not gill in a 3-inch mesh ? — A. Well, I have> 
never seen them. 

Q. What I want to know is that with a 3-inch mesh in the gill-nets, or 3-inch 
mesh in the pots, whether it would not gill in any case a number of the immatui*e 
whitefish ? — A. Yes, if they went into the pot. 

Q. Well, if they got into the pound would they not try to go out and then gill 
in the 3-inch mesh ? — A. Hardly. The whole trouble is the pliable twine which 
catches the gills and holds them. The soft twine would allow them to pass through. 

Q. But with regard to the gill-net, if the mesh were 3-inch would it not 
catch quite a number of small whitefish ? — A. Well, I could not say. I have had no 
experience. I should think it would, of course, but I don't know for my part. 
There is one thing I would like to suggest, and that is, that it be added to our 
regulations the same as in the Ontario Fish and Game Act, that no bass be caught 
under a size of ten inches in our waters. 
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Q. Speckled trout, what about them? — A. I know very little about them, sir. 
I only know that the close season certainly covers the spawning season, and that, is 
as far sls T know. 

By Mr. Harris : . 

Q. How far back docs your knowledge of this Lake Huron fishery extend? — 
A. Well, theoretically twenty yeai^s, but practically only four. 

Q. About what time were the whitefish in the greatest abundance here ; how far 
back ?— A. About from sixteen to twenty yearp. 

Q. And the salmon-trout, when were they in their greatest abundatice ? — A. At 
the present day in numbers. 

Q. Have the whitefish greatly decreased ? — A. Yes, greatly, almost disappeared 
OB this coast. 

Q. To whtit cause do you attribute their disappearance? — A. To pollution of 
the fishing grounds by dropping ofFal therein. 

Q. What offal? — A. From the fish when being cleaned. 

Q. Is that practice continued still ? — A. No. 

Q. When was that stopped ? — A. Stopped when they stopped fishing. 

Q. For whitefish? — ^A. For any fish here, it naturally stopped, there was no 
fish. 

Q. Were they cleaned for the purpose of salting? — A. No. 

Q. For what purpose? — A. Why, ta bring them in and sell them. A fisherman 
here goes ont twenty or thirty miles, and takes his catch and on the return to shore, 
and those not employed in running the bout, clean fish and by the time they get 
here the fish are cleaned. 

Q. What season of the year was the principal catch of whitefish at that time ? 
— A. Oh, I could not say. It was generally though during the year. I know we 
could always catch them. 

Q. Bo you consider a close season for herring a necessity ? — A. Not for herring 
themselves, but for the protection of other fish to prevent illegal methods being 
carried out. 

Q. I suppose you have a knowledge of the system of pound-net fishing as well 
as gill-net fishing? — A. Well, a little. 

Q. Which system of the two do you consider the most destructive to fish? — A. 
•Gill-net fishing. 

Q. More wasteful also? — A. Exactly, that is what I mean. It is Wasteful. 
My meaning is this, if the pound-net breaks awaj' the fish are all loose; if a gill-net 
is washed away there may be ten tons of fish in it and they are blown all over the 
lake, the fish are lost and the lake filled full of decayed fish. 

Q. And that would be as destructive to the fishery as cleaning the fish and 
throwing the offal into the lake? — A. Oh, yes, of course. 

Q. You think the department should not discourage pound-net fishing in this 
lake? — A. Certainly not. Of course the licenses should be issued with discretion, 
but I look upon it as only a fair i-eturn to the Government to try to protect the fish 
in this lake and see that every fish that is caught in it is a marketable commodity, 
and I have known when the pi-oceeds of a gill-net is brought to shore not one-half of 
it is marketable, and, again, if some of the fish are mellow and suited away, it is not 
good fov the reputation of Canada that we should salt such fish. They are not whole- 
some food. 

Q. Is there any discontent among the fishermen hero at the present time ? — A. 
* Great. 

Q. Great?— A. Yes. 

Q. What is the cause of it?— A. The argument is brought up that the Ameri- 
cans are allowed to fish in our waters when we cannot fish in our own. But there 
would be no discontent, or there should be none, if fishing was not a little overdone, 
like every other calling, and except for the herring fishery this fall it would bo the 
best paying business in the county of Huron. 

Q. Is the pnncipal cause for discontent that the Americans fish in our waters ? 
— A. Oh, no, I did not say that. 
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Q. That is not tho principal cause? — A. No. 

Q, What is ihe principal cause? — ^A. That the business is overdone, that is the 
pi incipal cause. 

Q. Otherwise speaking, too many fish are caught and too low a price is paid ? — 
A. Ye;?, too many in the business anyway, it all amounts to tho same thing. 

Q. Is it the gill-net fishing or the pound-net fishing that is overdone? — A. The 
whole fishing business generally. In pound-net fishing last year we had a man who 
had about twenty nets within the next twelve miles south, not in ray district, and he 
took them all up in June, and I will guarantee that he did not catch as much fish as 
paid for tho license he got. ^ 

Q. Am I to understand that the fishery in Lake Huron or this part of it is too 
overcrowded to be profitable? — A. No, I did not say that. There are many people 
engaged in the business that' do not grumble, and there are others that do. It is a 
business that if a man has been in the fishing business and has some capital another 
man goes to him and says, advance me money to start fishing, and they advance 
him money and start him. They would start anybody to get fish, 

Q. Am I to understand that the large dealers succeed in getting men to go into 
the business who do not understand their business? — A. No, I did not say that. 

Q. Do large dealers encourage fishermen to fish late in the season ? — A. None 
that 1 know of, because the dealers are all watched too closely. 

Q. For .herring? — A. Oh, no, they do not touch them. 

Q. As a rule what time do the fishermen stop fishing in this lake ? — A. As a 
rule they stop at the end of October. They may have a not left in after November, 
but they never set a net after the 27th of October, to my Itnowledge, down this way. 

By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. Then the present close season is not injurious to fishermen at all? — A. It is 
a benefit, it is a benefit in every way to them. 

Q. In preventing them from losing their nets, and in the preservation of the 
spawning tish which produce young fish? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That is the true English of it, I suppose? — ^^A. Yes, that is the English of it. 



November 23rd, 1892. 
MALCOLM McDonald sworn :— 

By Mr, Wilmot ;. 

Q. What is your residence, Mr. McDonald? — A. Goderich, sir. 

Q. And what is your occupation ? — A. Fishing, sir. 

Q. Of how many years standing ? — A. Well, between eighteen and twenty off 
and on. 

Q. Your nationality ? — A. Scotch. 

Q. And what kind of afisheiy is that you carry on ? — A. Gill-net fishery, sir. 

Q. TVhat description of fish do you catch in your fishery? — A. Salmon-trout 
and whitefibh, principallv. 

Q. Are these the only fish that you take ? — A. Well, that is about all ; there is 
an odd rough fish gets in once in a while. 

Q. Do any sturgeon get into your net at all ? — A. Oh, very seldom, an odd one. 

Q. In what locality is your fishery carried on? — A. Well, in Lake Huron and 
the Georgian Bay. 

Q. You use no other kind of net except the gill-net ?-^A. No, sir. 

Q. Can you give me as near as possible the size of tho mesh and the net that 
you use for salmon-trout and whiletish? — A. Four and a half inches. 

Q. The same mesh ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Can you give me the description of twine you use ? — A. Number fifty daring 
summer fishing and for fall fishing number thirty to thirty-five. 
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Q. How do you mean thirty and thirty-five, will a portion of the net bo thirty 
and another portion of it thirty-five? — A.. No, no, sorneiimes we use tijirty, and 
Bometimes thirty-five. 

Q. What mi^ht be the average size of the fish you catch of the summer fish, 
say salmon-trout ? — A. Well, I should judge from 3^ to 4 pounds. 

Q. And of the fall fish or what you call rock-trout? — A. Well, between 5 and 
6 pounds, about the average. 

Q. Now, in your summer fishing, Mr. McDonald, with the 3J to 4-inch mesh, 
how small would be the run offish that would pass through thai "mesh ? — A. Well, 
I guess about between 1^ to 2 pounds would pass through. 

Q. Two pounds and under would pass through a 3J to4-inoh mesh ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And what size would freely pass through your 5 and 6-inch rnesh ? — A. Oh, 
a 3-pound fish. 

Q. A 3-pouud fish would pass freely through your fall mesh ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Herring would pass through both of them freely, would they? — A. Oh, yes, 
unless it was an extra large one. 

Q. Well, generally speaking, herring would pass through ? — A. Oh, yes. 

Q. In your summer fishery with your 3J to 4-inch mesh ? — A. We do not use 
3^, it is 4^, sir. 

Q. For the small fish ? — A. 4^-inch mesh, sir. 

Q. Do you think that any whitefish would be gilled in 3-inch mes^ extension, 
moderate sized whitefish ?t— A. Well, it would be very small, sir. 

Q. What would you call veiy small, 1^ pounds and under ? — A. Oh, IJ pounds 
and under. 

Q. Have you ever considered, Mr. McDonald, at what season of the year the 
fish are really in their best condition — salmon-trout, for instance, in which of the 
months is it really in its best condition for eating ? — A. Well, I don't think there is 
any difference in the summer months, I think they are the same in May, June, July, 
August and October until after spawning. 

Q. Until after spawning, when would that be ? — A. Well, of course there is 
some of them spawns earlier than others, but as a general rule November is the 
time of the majority. 

Q. Do many of them spawn in the last of October ? — A. Oh, yes, I have found 
them spawn in the last of July and August, that is an odd one, that is outside fish. 

Q. That is exceptional, then ? — A. Oh, yes. 

Q. When do the whitefish spawn ? — A. Well, I guess from about the 5th to the 
20th of November. 

Q. And in regard to their condition then? — A. Oh, they are just about the 
same as the salmon-trout. 

Q. They are best during the summer months and until when? — A. Until after 
spawning. 

Q. Where do you market your fish generally ? — A. Well, what fish is caught by 
my own boat goes to Canada, principally all goes to the Canadian market. 

Q. That is, you mean for Canadian consumption ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What fish Will they principally be? — A.* Salmon-trout and whitefish, princi- 
pally' all trout. 

Q. That is those caught in your own boat. Now, what other boat do you fish 
in ? — A. Well, I ara working for the company bore now — Clark & Company. 

Q. Are they the Buflulo Fish Company ? — A. Yos, sir. 

Q. Then what proportion of your catch would be sold to the Buffalo Fiah Com- 

gany ? — ^A. Oh. I could not say, I am sure, I guess they are all sold to the Buffalo 
ompauy. 

Q. But yon oat'sh a considerable number of fish with your boat? — A. Well, of 
course, what is caught with my own boat goes to the Canadian market. 

Q. Exactly, and what proportion will you catch with other boats ?---A. Oh, I 
gaess I have caught between fifty and sixty ton in the other boats I was in. 
Q. For the Americaa market ?--A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What urrangement do you make with the Buffalo Company — do they furnish 
you all the material? — A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. They furnish you with a tug? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Nets?— A. Yes. 

Q. In fact all gear ? — A. Yes, sir. Everything, they just hire me to run the note. 

Q. Bo they pay you by the share? — A. No, sir; by the month. 

Q. And is that general with the most of the other fishermen? — A. Yes, sir; that 
is employed by the company. 

Q. That is the system pursued by most of the other fishermen here, is it? — ^A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. They hire in that way with the gear and the material all furnished and are 
paid by the month? — A. Yes, sir. 

QÎ Then you make no bargain with regard to the value of the fish at all ? — A. 
No, sir. 

Q. You just hand the fish right over to them ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In fishing for the Buffalo Company, do you fish with their tug ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. One tug you have yourself? — A. Yes, one lug. 

Q. And how much net? — A. Well, I forget exactly what it is, it is about the 
same as the rest of them, I suppose. 

Q. One tug with necessary fathoms of net? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You do not recollect just what the fathoms may be, then? — A. No, I do not 
just now. 

Q. There are other boats, too, connected with the tug, are there not? — A. Oh, 
yes. 

Q. In fact they furnish you with everything? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Who pays the license for this tug ? — A. Well, it is the company. 

Q. And is the license taken out in your name? — A. No, sir ; it is taken out in 
th,e company's. 

Mr. Ball. — Yes, it was ; it was taken out in your name this year. 

Q. It was taken out in your name but paid for by the company ? — A. Yes, by 
the company. 

Q. And so far as you know the other fishermen do the name thing? — A. Yes, I 
think so. 

Mr. Ball. — I issued five and they are all made out in the names of the captains. 

Q. What was the license for the tug this year? — A. $25. 

Q. For the whole thing? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, with regard to your own fishing, you say yon fish with one boat your- 
self? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What license do you pay for thaf? — A. $5. 

Q. That will be called a boat license ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you recollect the quantity of net you use with that boat? — A. Well, about 
half as much as we do for a tug. 

Q. And the fish caught under this license you sell in the Canadian market? — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Ball. — It is six thousand yards of net on the license for a boat and twenty- 
four thousand for a lug. 

Q. Could you get as good a price from the company for the fish you catch in 
your own boat as you can in the Canadian market ? — A. No, sir, 

Q. They do not give you as much? — A. No, not by shipping our own fish. 

Q. Where are these principally sold, in the immediate neighbourhood? — A. Oh, 
down the road, Brantford and Stratford. 

Q. Do you ship them away yourself? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What is the usual value offish that you get from your own boat? — A. We 
get from 4^ to 5 J cents per pound for the salmon-trout and whitefish. 

Q. Do any of your brother fishermen sell to the Buffalo Company the fish that 
they get ? — A. Well, they may. 

Q. There are others situated the same way as you are, that is the company 
secures the license for the boat and they fish ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Ami some of them sell to the Buffalo Company ? — A. Yes, I think so. 

Q. Have you an idea of what they get from the Buffalo Company for salmoiw 
trout and whitefish while you get 4J and 5 cents from the Canadian market ? — A. 
They get 3J cents. 
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Q. For both whitefish and salmon-trout ? — A. Yes. 

Q. .Then if the trade was sufficiently large in Canada, the profit would bo, better 
than the American market ? — A. Yes. It is 3^ cents for whitefish when the tug 
^oes after them, and 3^^^ cents when the fishermen deliver them at any depot where 
there is a railway station. 

Q. They get 3^^ cents when the fishermen deliver them at a point where there 
is a depot ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Well, could you sell more than you catch with your own boat in the Cana- 
dian market if you had the facilities ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. For instance, suppose you owned a tug of your own, and j'ou had all the 
necessary apparatus, could you find an outlet for the fish in Canada? — A. Yes, I 
guess we could. 

Q. You could sell more than you catch now ? — A. Yes, if we had another boat. 

Q. You could sell from two boats, you think ? — A. Yes, I guess we could. 

Q. Have you ever applied for more than one license? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are you able to fish for more than one boat on your own account ? — A. No, 
nota present. 

Mr. Ball. — ^They are not refused licenses if they apply for them. They can 
have more "than one license. 

Q. You indirectly slated something about the spawning of fish. Now, can you 
tell us when you think the salmon-trout are most ripe for spawning purposes — when 
do they spawn more freely than at any other time ? — A. Well, I think about the 
1st of November. 

Q. Would that mean that some would spawn before and some after the 1st of 
K'ovember? — A. Well, most freely at that time, I think. 

Q. In regard to whitefish, when do you think they are most free in emitting 
their eggs? — A. I think they are a little later on, sir. 

Q. That would be still in November? — A. Yes, about the 16th, probably. 

Q. Do you catch any herring at all ? — A. Well, not of late years ; we do not. 

Q. Do you experience a greater loss with your nets and fishing gear in any one 
month more than another? Is one month more than another more unsafe for your 
fishing operations ? — A. Well, it is in September and October. 

Q. Do you fish in November ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. If you fished in November what might be the effect? — A. Well, some years 
-would be better than October, and other years would be worse. 

Q. You have had no experience in catching these immature fish, have you? 
— ^A. No, sir. 

Q. Your meshes are all too large and they pass through ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What is your idea in regard to the Sunday close time, that is, taking up the nets 
from Saturday night until Monday morning? How would this affect the fishermen ? 
— A. It is impossible to do it, sir. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of any Americans poaching or fishing on our side 
of the water boundary line ? — A. Well, I have seen them this fall, that is all — one 
only. 

Q. Seen one what ? — A. One tug. 

Q. One tug with fishing gear. I suppose that is what you mean ? — A. Yes, gill- 
nets. 

Q. Fishing where, sir ? — A. Kettle Point. 

Q. How far off from the point ? — A. Well, I should judge about five to seven 
miles. 

Q. Between five to seven miles from shore? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do 3'ou know how far it is to the American shore from Kettle Point? — 
A. Well, I could not exactly say, but I guess it will be twenty miles. 

Q. That is in a straight line across the lake? — A, Yes, twenty miles. 

Q. Do you know the distance from Goderich across to the American shore? — 
A. Forty-seven miles, sir. 

Q. When was this tug there, Mr. McDonald ? — A. It was last week, sir. 

Q. Do you know how long that tug was fishing there ? — A. I do not. 
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Q. But you saw it there last week? — A. Yes. I have heard that they were 
fishing at Sand Beach, on the American shore, and then they moved on to Port 
Huron, and then on to Kettle Point, 

Q. That brings up a very interesting point in the whole matter which perhaps 
may be the means of creating a great deal of dissention, namely, that Americans 
are allowed to fish during the close season when you are not. This American tug 
has been fishing in our waters during the close reason? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is it fishing now, do you know ? — A. I could not say now, but it has been 
fishing, I expect it is, it was setting its nets back that day. 

Q. You have no idea of the quantity offish they caught? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Nor to whom they sell their fish ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Now, with regard to this matter of protecting fish. You are an old 
fisherman : What are your ideas with regard to the establishing of proper close sea- 
sons for the preservation of fish on bohfilf of the fishermen and the fishing industries? 
— A. Oh, I should think we ought to have a proper close season if it is rightly kept, 
still I should think it should be kept on both sides. 

Q. What reason do you give for the close season being kept, is it that the 
fisheries should bo preserved for the future as well as for the present? — A. Oh, yes. 
Still it is very discouraging for us to be keeping it and the Americans ncft, and they 
fishing in our waters all the time. 

Q. And this close season would refer to what kind offish? All kinds? — A. 
Yes, that is salmon-trout and whitefish. 

Q. Would it in your estimation apply to any other kind offish or to all fish during 
their breeding seasons ? — A. Well, of course, herring I don't know much about, be- 
cause the lake is 60 full of herring, you cannot kill herring off anyway. 

Q. Was not the lake at one time pretty full of whitefish too ? — A. Oh, there has 
been lots of them along the shores, and I guess there is yet in some places. 

Q. Am I correct in stating that the whitefish were at one time plentiful? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. And what is the stale of them now, are they not so plentiful now? — A. Oh, 
some years they are, that. is, where they are to be caught, in the Georgian Bay. 

Q. But we are speaking now of Lake Huron ? — A. Ob, not in Lake Huron. 

Q. They are scarce in Lake Huron ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When do you usually set your nets ? — A. Well, generally about April, some- 
times earlier or later. 

Q. And you continue fishing until when? — A. The Ist of November, sir. 

Q. It has been stated here that there are two kinds of salmon-trout in the lake? 
A. Yes, sir. 

i. Is that your opinion ? — A. That is my opinion, sir. 

Q. How do you describe them? — A. Well, we call them deep water trout, and 
rock-trout. 

Q. What is the size of your deep water trout? — A. Well, they go from 3J to 4 
pounds, probably on an average. 

Q. And the rock-trout ? — A. Probably 5 to 6 pounds, some places they are 
larger than othei*s. 

Q. Where do you catch the deep water trout ? — A. Out in the middle of the 
lake pretty well. Out fiom shore a long way, clear of the rocks, in deep water. 

Q. And the rock-trout ? — A. Along the shore. 

Q. At what time? — A, Well, they generally come on from September and 
October. 

Q. What do you supposée the}^ come to the shores for ? — A. Well, T could 
not say; I guess it is to get ready to spawn. 

Q. And they spawn principally, I think 3"ou said, in October and November ? — 
A. November, as a general rule. 

Q. Sturgeon, you know nothing about, you say ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you ever formed any opinion at all with regard to the artificial batch- 
ing of fish ; do you consider it beneficial or otherwise? — A. Oh, I should, think it 
would be beneficial. 
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Q. And were joa one of those gentlemen who petitioned the Government, with 
Dumeroas others, to have a hatchery established here? — A. Yes, sir,- 1 was. 
Q. And you think it would be beneficial? — A. Tes, sir. 

By Mr. Harris: 

Q. What month do you begin work? — A. About April. 

Q. Just ae soon as the ico goes ? — A. Ye-*, sir. 

Q. And you work steadily until November? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Seven months? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you ever seen any pound-nets at work here? — A. No, sir;. I never saw 
Ihem down here. 

Q. You don't know anything about them at all ? — A. Oh, I have seen them at 
other places. 

Q. At what other places have you seen them? — A. Oh, I have seen them up 
alon'j? the Maiiitoulin. 

Q. What nets have you seen there? — A. Oh, I could not say. I could not tell 
you about them. I have just seeu ihem, that is all. 



JAMES CLARK re-examined :-- 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. You consider yourself sworn now, do you, Mr, Clark? — A. Yes. 

Q. You stated yesterday something in regard to the number of tugs you had — 
you said that you had two oïyour own ? — A. I said I have two pound-nets, not tugs, 
that I took oat licenses for ill my own name. They belong to the company, the 
same as the rest. 

Q. Well, your operations cover quite a number of pound-nets, don't they ? — A. 
Yes, si I*. 

Q. Just give us a rough estimate of the probable number? — A. I have no idea. 

Q. No idea at present? — A. No. 

Q. Do you know how many tugs you ' have in operation ? — A. Well, we have 
thirteen that we own, but we get fish from a good many more. 

Q. Those thirteen tugs you run for the tishcrmeo, do you ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. These arc on Lake Erie, Lake Huron and the Georgian Bay ? — A. They are all 
on the Georgian Bay and Lake Huron at the present time. Some of them are 
employed carrying fish from the stations ; we had ten last year doing this. 

Q. And these tugs and all the fishing gear connected with them are wholly 
under your control, are they? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Under your control personally, or as a member of the company? — A. Well, 
as a meDfiber of the company. 

Q. And stockholder, I suppose? — A. Yes, a stockholder. 

Q. And that is the Buffalo Fish Company? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You can only give us an approximate of the quantity offish you handled last 
year lor the company, about five millions, I think, you stated? — A. Yes», about five 
millions. 

Q. That is from Canadian waters? — A. Yes, we buy and catch them all. 

Q. And these are all shipped to what parts? — ^A. Well, we cell them all through 
Canada and the United States. 

Q. The proportion to the United States is how-much ?— A. Well, about seven- 
eighths of the whole. 

Q. Can you toll me what the duty is upon Canadian fish going into the United 
States under the McKinley Bill ? — A. Seventy-five cents a hundred pounds was to 
be in force. 

Q. That is three-quarters of a cent on the pound ? — A. Yes. 
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Q. I suppose that is what affçcts the Canadian fisherman here very much. Ihat 
is one of the complaints ? — A. Yes, it will destroy the fishing altogether ; still, it has 
not been collected this season, I don't think. 

Q. Has it not been collected from you? — A. It has not been collected from any 
one as far as I know. 

Q. When you say from any one else you mean from the Canadians ? — ^A. From 
the Canadians; I do not know of any Americans who have any fishing here. 

Q. Well, was this collected formerly at all, the whole duty? — A. No, there ww 
one time last winter that we expected we would have to pay it. 

Q. Yes, but have you at any time paid it? — A. We have, part of it; last winter 
we paid some of it, for a short time. 

Q. That would be for fish caught in 1891 ? — A. Well, it was about this time or 
after this time in 1891 — on frozen fish. I don't know that we have paid anythiog 
this year, nothing that 1 know of. 

Q. Do you know of any extensive Canadian company that is engaged in the 
fishing trade? — A. Well, this is a Canadian company, the principal part of it. 

Q. But in distinction to what may be called the Buffalo Company ? — A. No, 1 
don't know of any, not an extensive company. 

Q. Are there no other dealers at all — what is this man Post or Port ? — A. Well. 
he never was a dealer, he is simply a small trader in the fish line. 

Q. Docs he ship his fish to the United States at all? — A. No, we often ship t/> 
him, he is simply a trader. 

Q, Then you ship to Canadian dealers in Toronto, and whore else? — A. Every 
where in Canada where we can ship fish, where they want them. That is the first 
place we attend to. to supply the Canadian trade all they wish. 

Q. And one-eighth of the quantity you catch you say is dispo-sed ofinthiswaj? 
— A. Yes, that is all that they requii-e, that they take from us. 

Q. Well, now, do you also furnish the traders in the United States? — ^A. Tes. 
we furnish the traders. 

Q, That is done in the same manner is it? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You say you pay no duty ? — A. We have not paid this season. 

Q. When you sell to the United States dealer, what may be the value of whitf 
fish or salmon-trout? — A. Well, I ship them from here to a wholesale house in 
Buffalo which is our house or agency in Buffalo, and they ship them to various part.-. 
and sometimes the market is up and sometimes the market is down. The prk*« 
varies from 4 to 5 cents. 

Q. And when sold to the Canadian dealer ? — A. Well, we charge them sometimtf- 
4 cents, and sometimes 4J cents and sometimes 4|, that is the highest we charge tht 
Canadian dealer this year. We get moie from the American trade than we do fr^'O 
the Canadian trade. 

Q. Is the quality of fi»*h shipped to the Canadian dealer precisely the same a^ 
the quality shipped to the American dealer?— A. Just the same, sir, we do notktiov 
any difference. 

Q. And it is all salmon-trout and whitefish? — A. Yes, that is the principal fi--' 
we handle at this end of the lake in my district. 

Q. Your headquarters for business are here? — A. No, at Wiarton and Colling 
wood, we ship from both points. 

Q. Where do you ship the most from ? — A. I think from Wiarton. 

Q. Do you find the quality offish any different in Lake Huron to the Georgi»'- 
Bay? — A. Well, there is all the difference in the quality of fish. It is mos>tlv ' • 
whitefish we get in Georgian Bay. 

Q. And other places mixed ? — A. Well, in Lake Huron it is mostly trout no^. 

Q. And which of these two kinds of fish take best in the American market V 
A. Well, we require them both to keep a good market. 

Q. They are required, but does not one take the lead of the other? — A. Whi'^J 
ever is scarcest and takes the lead. 

Q. But the quality and the price ? — A. Well, the quality and the price i? i3' 
same. 

Q. In the American market? — A. Yes, the same, 
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Q. And do they range the same in the Canadian market ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That is as far an your markets are concerned ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Can you give us any information with re^aixl to the wholesale dealers in 
Baffalo or elsewhere, as to how they take when the ash go into the interior of the 
country? — A. Well, I think the whiteiish is preferred. 

Q. You think the whitefish is preferred for domestic use? — A. Yes, especially 
on the American side, not so niuch in Canada ; they are ahout equal in Canada. 

Q. I think you gave us information on almost every other subject yesterday 
about the general questioning that we are anxious to get hold of. 1 do not know 
whether we asked your views with regard to the diminution of the fîsh crop at the 
present time as compared with former years? — A. Well, we have not found it in 
our company, but in my own business I consider our catch has been better this year* 
than it has been for some years. 

Q. In your own plant you have not discovered any diminution in the quantity 
of fish?— A. No, sir. 

Q. Would you qualify that by any place ? — A. Well, sometimes it is better in 
some places and sometimes in another, but in the average catch with the same kind 
of plant that applies*. 

Q. Does this apply more to Lake Huron or to the Georgian Bay or where? — 
A. Well, mostly to Lake Huron. * 

Q. Then, the falling oflF, if any, has been greater in the Georgian Bay? — A. I 
think it has been greater ip the Georgian Bay. Still, in the Georgian Bay they have 
caught more inshore this year than they did before, but there were two or three sta- 
tions there that have not been so good, but at others again it has been better. 

Q. Then you have not found a falling ott'in the Georgian Bay? — A. No, we 
have not found a falling of in the Georgian Bay, that is, unless they have increased 
their plants. I have not found any falling off in the Georgian Bay but at two or 
three stations, but at other stations it has been better than in former years, but I 
think the plant probably has been increased a little more in the Georgian Bay than 
on Lake Huron. We have not increased ours any. 

Q. Who are the parties interested in fisheries in Southampton? — A. Well, be- 
sides ourselves, the only party interested in carrying on the fishing trade in South- 
ampton is Dougal McCauley. 

Q. Does he carry on transactions the same as you do, shipping to the United 
States and Canada? — A. Yes, he ships to the United States and Canada. 

Q. Have you at the different points at which you carry on your business freez- 
ing establishments? — A. We have only freezing establishments where we save them, 
in Wiarton and Collingwood, that is in Canada; we have a small establishment at 
Southampton but we do not use it. 

Q. And of the fish you catch during the summer there, is a certain proportion 
put in and frozen at once ? — ^A. We freeze all we cannot sell fresh, all we cannot dis- 
pose of. 

Q. Could you approximate the quantity that are frozen in comparison with 
those that are sold fresh ? — ^A. I suppose we have fourteen hundred thousand pounds 
of frozen fish now in Wiarton and Collingwood. 

Q. Is the market for frozen fish different from the market for fresh fish in price ? 
— A. Well, we generally add the expense of freezing them. 

Q. Then frozen fish are sold at a higher rate ? — A. Yes, we sell them for 5, 5J 
or 6 cents. 

Q, That would be an addition of 1 cent or IJ cents? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is the demand as great in the market for the frozen as it is for the fresh 
fish ? — A. It depends a gveat deal on the weather. 

Q. Did you ever meet with any losses with the frozen fish by spoiling or any- 
thing of that kind ? — A. We have not, not lately. Wo did atone time, we did not 
exactly understand it: we tried a new process and lost a few atone time, but that is 
the only loss we had. 

Q. A considerable quantity lost last year ? — A. Not many. 
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By Mr. Harris : 
Q. If the United States were to enforce the three-quartet* cent dut^', what 
would be the eifect upon the Lake Huron fisheries ? — A. It would shut them up. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Shut them up, or shut yourselves up, which ? — A. Shut ourselves up. 

Q. The Canadian fishermen would be the iosei*8 and it would close up your busi- 
ness ? — A. Yes, that fpurtoen hundred thousand pounds of frozen fisfi there would 
keep the market going, the small quantity the Canadian market takes wou!d noi 
amount to anything, and we would have to pay the duty all the time — we wonld 
probably not close up, but we would have to put it on the fishermen. The fishermen 
would have to pay it, and the fishermen would not be able to stand it. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. Has this matter of three-quarters of a cent duly been greatly discas^sed 
here? — A. Well, not so much, because we have not had to pay it so far. 

Q. But the fiâhermen understand the question? — A. The fishermen understand 
that they have not got to pay it j-et. » 

Q, And they quite understand the effect if they had to pay it?— A. They would, 
yes, some of them, the intelligent class understand it ; there is a part of them prob- 
ably that do not understand it, but there is others again that do. 

Q. And if it came out of them they could not fish ? — A. No, I don't think they 
could fish, that is, the same quantity, there might be a few of them tish. Fish at the 
present t^me becomes a luxury — the fish we handle on the Georgian fiay and Lake 
Huron is a luxury. 

Q. Are there any herring where you have your pound-nets set ? — A. Not many; 
we get a few, but not many. 

Q. What mesh have yoti ?— A. We had a 2-inoh mesh at one time, but we had 
to throw that away and put in a larger mesh, according to the fisheiy regulations^. 

Q. If you had a 3-inch mesh would the herring gill in it ? — A. Well, I think 
they would. 

Q. If they were in great numbers they would gill in great numbers ? — ^A. Well, 
yes, they would gill up considerable if they were in great numbei*s, in a 3-inch 
mesh they would. 

Q. That five million pounds of fis»h that you say the Buffalo Company handled. 
is that their entire handling from this country? — A. Oh, no, we handle a great 
many more than that in this country, but that is merely in my division, like — that is 
the Georgian Bay and Lake Huron, in my beat. 

Q. Do you think, if attention was directed that way, that the sale of fi»h could 
be largely increased in Canada? — A. Well, I don*t think it. We often sell cheaper 
in Canada than we do on the other side, but it does not seem to increase the sales. 
We have sold them in Canada for 3 cents per pound, but it does not seem to increase 
the sale more than when sold at 4 oi* 4^ cents per pound. 

Q. You often cheapen the sales in Canada. When would that be? — A. During 
the summer months. 

Q. I suppose the occasions when you would sell cheaper in Canada than in the 
United States would be in the summer months when fish do not keep ? — ÊL. Fish 
keep all the time with us. 

Q. Just as well in the summer as any other timo? — A. Yes, .sir. 

Q. Are there any times when you have veiy large catches, too large to sèip to 
the States? — A. Sometimes. 

Q. And then you sell in Canada cheaper? — A. Very often we have, and then 
sometimes we sell in the States cheap and sometimes in Canada cheap. 

Q. Do pedlars come here for fish? — A. Yes. 

Q. A good many? — A. Yes. 

Q. And to all the lake ports? — A. Yes, and we give tBem all they want, never 
refuse a man a fish. 

Q. Do they get a pretty good price for their fish ? — A. Yes, sometimes. 

Q. Does it pay to sell to the pedlars? — A. Yes. 
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By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. You say that five millions is about the Quantity handled in your district, 
that is the Greorgian Bay and Lake Huron ? — A. i es, sir. 

Q. Now, have you any idea what may be the quantity, roughly speaking, of 
fish handled by the company at other pointe — Canadiah points ?— A. Weil, I 
cannot say anything about that; I don't know anything about what they handle. 

Q. Would it be as large ? — A. Oh, I should think so, probably more, but a 
different class of fish. 

Q. It might be more at other points? — A. It might be more or less, I could 
not say exactly. 

Q. Do they operate in Lake Erie ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do they operate in Lake Superior ? — A. No, not in Lake Superior, but we 
do in Manitoba. 

Q. On Lake Winnipeg? — A. Yes, I think it is Lake Winnipeg. 

Q. Do you operate in Brilwh Columbia at all? — A. No, 1 don't know; we 
probably get sometimes salmon fi-^ there. 

Q. Do you operate in the province of Quebec at all, or tho Maritime Provinces? 
— A. Y^es, we deal there. 

Q. Well, you say five millions would be the probable amount which you handle 
on Lake Huron and the Georgian Bay. And in all these other localities you do an 
extensive trade, do you? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would it be as great or greater than it is here? — A. Oh, yes, it would be 
greater. 

Q. Much greater in the other places combined ? — A. Oh, yes, much greater. 

Q. I will merely ask you now, if five millions are obtained here would twenty 
millions be obtained in all the other places ? — A. Oh, probably fifteen millions, 
from ten to fifteen millions — fifteen probably. 

Q. Do you know of any other extensive American companies that are engaged 
in the fish trade as the Buffalo Fish Company are engaged ?~A. Wellj I don't know. 
Booth of Chicago, 1 think, is the most extensive dealer in fish ; he deals in Canada 
— he has an extensive fishery up in Lake Winnipeg. 

Q. There are other large United States companies that purchase Canadian fish? 
— A. Yes, sir; Gauthier's company is an American company, in fact, all the com- 
panies in the North-west are American companies, who employ Canadian fisher- 
men. 

Q. In like manner as you do here? — A. Yes, just tho same. 

Q. Well, now, for arguments sake if you obtain five million from two points, 
might not the whole catch from all points easily run up to one hundred millions?— 
A. No, I don't think it would run up to a hundred million. 

Q. Would it run up to fifty millions, do you think? — A. Well, I don't know, it 
might perhaps. 

Q. Well, supposing it does — that fifty millions of fish are in actual requirement 
in the United Slates now for food, are they not? — A. No, I don't know as they are 
in actual requirement — ^we find large quantities of fish from the salt water. 

Q. But this quantity of fish that is sent over to the States and sold there is 
required, is it not?^ — A. Yes, to a great extent they are. 

Q. That is sent by you?— A. Yes, to a great extent. 

Q. And the quantities sent over by these other companies are also required ? 

A. Yes, a large proportion of them is. 

Q. All those that buy the same as you do buy probably for the American 
market? — A. Pnnoi pally for the American market, it is the only market we have 
to count on. 

Q. What I want to come at is this. We will say, hero is five millions, or fifty 
millions, ao the case may be, offish food sought after by the American public which 
yoa and the other American dealers supply ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That is correct ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, if that five or fifty millions was shut off by virtue of a duty of three- 
quarters of a cent a pound, you say the Canadians would suffer in consequence? 
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A. I would shut down altogether and move to the other side, as far as I am concerned^ 
I would not be here two days. 

Q. You say this great demand offish food would not be sought after to the same 
extent? — A. Not to the same extent. If the American Government put a duty on 
it, it would have to come out of the fishermen. 

Q. If this five or titty million pounds of fish is at present required for the 
American consumption, and it should not be obtained auerwards owing to some 
legislation, would it not be possible or probable that the American Government 
would withdraw their three-quarters of a cent a pound in order that the American 
people could get their fish as formerly ? — A. Well, I think they have withdrawn it 
now. 

Q. Have they decidedly admitted that they won't push it and are willing to 
overcome the three-quarters of a cent ? — A. Yes. They have not bothered us this 
season, as far as I know. 

Q. You can readily understand that the object is this: that you are anxious, and 
we are all anxious that this duty should not be imposed, and if the question arises, if 
it was imposed, whether the American people would not demand that it should be 
taken ofl^ with the view that they should continue to get their cheap food? — A. I 
think probably now we have a better chance to get it taken ofl^. Our company 
worked all last winter to get it taken ofl', and they succeeded, as far as I know. 

Q. Do you not think then that the American Government if they found that an 
export duty was put on by Canadians on their fish they would reciprocate and with- 
draw theirs ? — A. I don't think it would make any difference as far as the Americans 
are concerned. I don't think that would stick them, because we would have to pay 
it. In the first place we could not possibly get any more than we are getting from 
them and I think our Canadian fishermen would have to suffer; that is my opinion. 
But the feeling at present on the American side is to take the duty ofi'and they 
have not charged is as far as I know this year. 

Q. Well, that is an indication that they do not want to charge it because it 
would affect their people? — A. Yes, it would closely affect their people and closely 
efl'ect our fishermen. 

Q. Therefore if the duty was taken off both wo and they should be benefited ? — 
A. Yes, sir. 

The Commission then adjourned and proceeded to Southampton to take evidence, 
notice being given to that effect. 



No. 7.--S0UTHAMPT0N. 

The Commission opened at Southampton at 10.30 o'clock, Thursday, 24th 
November, 1892. 

Present : Mr. Samuel VVilmot, chairman of the Commission ; Mr. Ekiward Harris, 
associate commissioner; Miss M. Climie, secretary pro tern and stenographer. 

The chairman explained the nature and objects of the Commission. 

DONALD MoCAULBY was sworn ;— 
By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. Where do you reside, Mr. McCauley ? — A. Southampton. 

Q. Your occupation ? — A. Fisherman. 

Q. For how long, sir ? — A. I have operated on these lakes since 1855. 

Q. What is your nationality? — A, Scoichman, Highland Scotchman. 

Q. What kind of a lirfhery do you carry on ? — A. Whitefish and herring and 



trout. 
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Q, Bo you catch any other fish besides these — sturgeon ? — A. No, not to men- 
tion. 

Q. Your principal fishery is whitefish, herring and trout? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What particular waters do you fish in ? — A. Well, I fish in Lake Huron and 
tbe Georgian Bay. 

Q. Have you no special points, or do you have the whole of Lake Huron and the 
G-eorgian Bay for your operations ? — A. Yes, sir, we used to move from place to 
place. 

Q. What description of net do you fish with ? — A. Gill-net; I have fished some 
-w^ith seine-net, but not of late years. 

Q. What is the size of the mesh that you use in yoUr gill-net ? — A. In the sum- 
mer time we use from 4} to 5 inches. 

Q. Is that all extension measure ? — A. In the fall we use from 5J to 6. 

Q. All extension measure ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In your summer nei, what size of twine do you use ? — A. Number fifty, and 
number sixty. 

Q. And for the autumn nets ? — A. Number twenty-five and thirty. 

Q. What is the usual length of your net in fathoms ? — ^A. Now, that is a ques- 
tion that I cannot answer. • 

Q. Just in rough figures, it is immaterial — I suppose there is a certain limit 
included in your license always ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And I suppose you adhere to that as near as possible? — A. Yes, sir, 

Q. Well, do you recollect what it is ? — A, 6,000 yards, I think it is. 

Q. And the depth of your net when it is set ? — A. It is from fifteen to eighteen 
meshes deep. 

Q. That is in both summer and autumn nets? — A. Yes, the fall nets they are 
narrower than the summer nets, but the meshes are bigger, and they are about the 
same depth in feet. « 

Q. Well, now, with this 4J or 5-inch summer net how small a fish can fairly and 
easily pass through without being injured. Take the salmon-trout — what sized 
salmon-trout would pass through easily that 4J or 5-inch mesh ? — A. Oh, I guess 
two pounds and under would pass through. 

Q, Well, now, what size fish would pass through your 5^ or 6-inch fall mesh ; 
-what would be a fair limit for that net ? — A. Well, between three and four pounds. 

Q. Would you say four pounds and under ? — A. Yes, I guess that would be 
about it. Four pounds will run through it. When the fall fish will come on, we 
cannot get any as small as that. 

Q. Have you ever observed, in your experience of fish and fishing, the differ- 
ence in the quality of the fish for eating in the different seasons of the year ? — ^A. 
Yes, what we call the fall trout. 

Q. What month of the year are they best for eating ? — A. What we call fall 
trout we do not get hardly any in the summer season, not until October or through 
October. They begin to come in then, and we cannot catch them at any other 
season of the year. 

Q. Then, the fall trout are only caught in the autumn and never during the 
summer months? — A. No, not during the summer months, unless a very odd one. 

Q, Well, but are the trout in their best condition in the early spring and mid- 
summer months, or are they best in the fall ? — A. They are better in the fall. 

Q. Why do you conclude that they are better in the fall ? — A. Why, they are 
fatter and better eating. 

Q. But up to what time, sir? — A. Until after spawning; then they are getting 
thin, the same as any other creature. 

Q. What with regard to whitefish? — A. Well, whitefish, they are just as good 
in the summer season; we cannot get whitefish in the fall of the year. 

Q, Do you think whitefish are better in the summer season? — A. Yes. more of 
them. 

Q. What you call your fall trout are the large ones ? — A. Yes. 

Q. And when do they begin to approach the shore — at what time?— A. Well, 
through October; about the middle of October they are coming in. There are 
few before that. Some seasons they are earlier and some seasons later. 
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Q. Would it cover thç general rule to say about the middle of October ? — A. 
Well, a little school might come on a little eai*lier than that some seasons, but about 
the 15th of October. 

Q. What do you think they come to shore for? — A. Well, it is their nature. 

Q. Yes; for what special purpose, do you think? — ^A. For breeding, I suppose. 

Q. And they commence to spawn about when, do you think ? — ^A. Well, some 
sorts are earlier than other sorts. 

Q. Take the average the season through ? — A. Well, as far as I know, they 
begiil to spawn about the 8th or the 10th of November; veiy few of them spawn 
before that time there ; there might be an odd one, but not worth mentioning. 

Q. What about yonr spring or summer trout, as you call them; do you think 
there are two kinds of trout ? — ^A. Oh, yes, more than two. 

Q. Are there more than two kinds? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How many kinds do you think there are? — A. Well, there is what we call 
the fall trout ; they are different altogether from the deep water trout. 

Q. There is the tall trout and the deep water trout ? — A. Yes, and then there is 
a trout out in the lake different from either of them. 

Q. What do you call them ? — A. Heef trout, and I have seen them spawning in 
tl\p summer season, with the spawn ripe in them. 

Q. Do the deep water trout come to the shore? — A. No, nor the reef trout; 
they do not come to the shore to breed. It is what we call the fall trout come to 
the shore. 

Q. Reef trout and deep water trout do not come to the shore ? — A. No, sir, at 
no season of the year. 

Q. Well, what is ths difference between a reef trout and a fall trout ? — A. Weil, 
the reef trout and the fall trout are equal in size, but the deep water trout they are 
smaller. 

Q. What^ average will the reef trout and fall trout weigh ? — ^A. Well, they will 
run from six pouncTs to sixteen. 

Q. Then they will ran to an average of about ten pounds, will they? — A. Yes, 
about that. 

Q. Then, your deep water trout, what will they weigh ? — A. Well, tjjjey are a 
smaller fish« the deep water trout, as the deeper the water the smaller the fish is. 

Q. Well, as you catch them in the summer, what will be their average weight? 
— A. Oh, we catch them with small mesh, about three or four pounds. 

Q. With small mesh, you sav ? — A. Yes, with smaller mesh. 

Q. What size will that mesh be ? — A. Well, our nets should be from 4j^ to 5 
incbeH in the summer season. They are 4f generally. 

Q. Where do you market the fish that you catch ? — ^A. In Canada, and the 
United States. 

Q. What is the proportion that you sell in Canada as compared with the States? 
— ^A. Oh, I could not tell you that. 

Q. Do you sell half a» many in Canada as you do in the States? — A. Well, there 
is more sçoing to the States these yeai-s because wo cannot get a market in Canada. 

Q. Do 3'ou send them through direct yourself? — A. No, sir. I give them to a 
trader here ; a fisherman that is going on the lake cannot attend to both.' 

Q. It is the Canadian fish, and the American fish you sell to a trader here? — 
A. Yes, other parties buy them. 

Q. And are these Canadian traders or American traders ? — A. -I give them to 
Canadians. 

Q. All sold to Canadian traders ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are these traders natives and residents of the place ? — A. Yes, of Ontario. 

Q. What do you usually get for your fish, say the salmon-trout; what is the 
value that you generally get for them ? — A. From 3^ to 4 cents a pound. 

Q. And your whitefish ? — A. About the same. 

Q. Are thone that you sell to go to the States, as well as in Canada, the same 
price all around ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. There is no difference in the price of those for the Canadian market^ and 
those for the American market? — A. No, sir, no difference, not to me. 
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Q. ^ow, ^ou said something or othor aboat when fish were ripe to spawn. 
When do the eggs come most freely from the fish ; take the salmon-trout, for 
instance ? — ^A. Well, very few eggs will be seen until aboat the 8th of November. 

Q. Well, some spawn before that, and some after it, I suppose ? — A. Oh, it is 
aiter that altogether. 

Q. And what about the whitefish ? — A. Whitefish is later. 
Q. All in November, though? — ^A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Do you catch any pickerel here at all? — A. Not on the shore. 
Q. It is not an article of trade here at all ? — A. * No, sir. 

Q. Then your whole trade is salmon-trout and whitefish? — A. Yes, whitefish 
and salmon-trout; there might be an odd pickerel. t 

Q. When do you meet with the greatest difficulty from storms and other things 
connected with the fishing ? — ^A. In the fall. 

Q. Any special months of the year in which your losses are greater than 
others ? — A. In September, October and November. 

Q. And which of these three months are most ruinous to your business? — A. 
Well, sometimes we cannot count for the storms coming, and some years are not the 
same as other years. About the equinoctial gales is very bad in September, and 
the gales will be on from that time, but every year it is not the same. 

Q. But is there any one month of these three months that is worse than 
another? — A. October is a very bad month for gales. 

Q. And how about November? — A. Some years very good and some years bad. 
It is very bad this year. I know I set nets on the 27th of October this year, 
and I could not get them up, and I sent for a permit to get them 
up as the law said not to leave them in the lake, if it was possible 
to take them up, and I sent to headquarters to get a permit to take them up 
as I could prove that they were out on that date, and I did not like the word that 
came up to destroy the nets. As we always got relief from headquarters in other 
places I was in, I thought they ought to look into the matter and see if I was telling 
the truth, and let me have my crop in, and if I was telling a lie to punish me for 
it ; I thought that would be the way. 

Q. Anything further on that question ? — A. Well, about fish spawning; if all 
the fishermen on Lake Huron Were to go out and fish all the season through, I must 
say that the suckers are doing more harm to spawn than all the fishermen put 
together. As soon as the fish will spawn, and about the time that they leave the 
ground, the suckers are coming on so thick that they cover the ground, and eat the 
spawn for food, sucking up the spawn. Pickerel is another fish that is great for 
eating small fish. 

Q. What about salmon-trout, do they eat young fish too ? — A. Yes, they feed 
on whitefish and on herring. In the summer season the trout are on top of the 
water, they do not go down to where the nets are and that is the reason we capnot 
catch them. 

Q. That is the big salmon-irout you mean ? — A. Yes. 

Q And the small salmon-trout are below feeding, are they ? — A. Yes ; they 
a.nd othor kinds, and they eat worms the same as whitefish. 

Q, In regard to the Sunday closing law, can that be practically carried out 
bere, that is, taking in nets at six o'clock Saturday night, and keeping them in until 
Monday morning ? — A. No, sir. It is impossible to do it. If we had only one gang 
of nets it could bo done, but we have three, and sometimes four, and with them it is 
impossible to do it. 

Q. Are you aware of any fishing being done by Americans in our water» ? — A. 
ZN'ot here. 

Q. Do you know of it anywhere else ? — A. No, not where I am fishing. 
Q. Well, do you know of it anywhere ? — A. Well, I am not going to give hear- 
e^y, I am giving what I know myself. 

Q. Do you think it advisable on the part of the Grovernraent, to establish pro- 
per close seasons for fish in the interest of the fishermen, and of the fisheries ? — A, 
Yes, sir, in the proper season, but I think they are a little too early with it. 
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Q. That is in reference to your own fishing you are speaking now? — A. Yes, of 
the trout here. 

Q. Well, what is your season here, what is your present close season ? — ^A. The 
let of November, you might say until the 1st of May following. 

Q. But the legal close season is during the month of November, is it not? — A. 
Yes, from the first to the last of November. 

Q. At what season of the year do you generally put out your nets first ? — ^A. 
About the Ist of May. 

Q. And you keep them down until when ? — A. Well, the most of them keep 
them down until the 1st of November, taking them up and drying them, and put> 
ting them out again. 

Q. They are out except during the time of drying and cleaning:, I suppose? — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is bass fishing carried on here ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Any winter fishery carried on here ? — A. Not of any account, we might get 
a few herring. 

Q. Any sturgeon caught here ? — A. No, sir; the water is too clean for sturgeon 
here. 

Q. You have been fishing here for how many yeare ? — A. Since '55. 

Q. What was the state of the fishery when you first came here, as to the quantity 
of fish ? — A. Well, I must say that they were more plentiful when we firet came 
here. 

Q. That applies to both salmon-trout and whitefish, does it ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Were the fish as a rule larger in former times than they are now ? — A. No. 

Q. They were about the same size ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you catch more of them along the shore then than you do now — was 
the fishing nearer the shore then than it is now ? — A. Just the same. 

Q. What did you fish with in former years, had you tugs, &c. ? — A. Fish boats. 

Q. Fishing was then carried on by sail boats ? — A. Yes, sir. I never fished in 
a tug. 

Q. Well, did you go out with your sail boats as far then as you do with the tug 
fishing now ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Fishing was more along the shore with the sail boats ? — A. Well, there was 
not so many out and we had more room then, there was not so many men fishing. 

Q. You say fish was more plentiful then ? — A. Yes, because there was fewer 
men at it. When I fished first there was only a couple of boats here, and I have seen 
twenty-five boats fishing here since, so that we would have to scatter and get room 
for our nets. 

Q. Then, speaking in general terms, do you consider that salmon-trout and 
whitefish are scarcer now than they were formerly ? — ^A. Well, there were so few 
at it then. I know when there is too many on the ground it will scare fish off the 
ground ; but there was only so few nets then in the lake. 

Q. Are there too many now ? — A. Well, there is a good many poor men try to 
make their living at it. 

Q. You think if there are too many nets it will scare the fish ? — A. It will 
make them change the ground. 

Q. And do you mean us to understand that there are too many nets now and it 
does scare the fish ? — A. Oh, I know when there are too many nets on the ground 
it will scare the fish to other grounds. 

Q. Well, do you think there are too many nets fishing now, and do these net« 
scare the fish away ? — A. Well, I cannot answer that. One basas much right to fish 
as another, as long as they will pay license for it. I know a few nets in a place 
will catch more fish according to the rigs and boats. 

Q. Do you say that one man has as much right as another to fish ? — A. I think 
so. As long as ho will pay the license and do what is right. 

By Mr, Harris : 

Q. You say you catch whitefish and trout in your fishery. Which do you place 
first in value, which is of the greatest importance to fishermen here, trout or white- 
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fish ? — A. Well, in value some would rather have the trout and some would prefer 
the whitefish. 

Q. Which do you consider the most valuable fish in the water, the whitefish or 
the trout? — A. Well, in the summer season the whitefish is the best, but in the fall 
of the season we cannot catch whitefish here, it is trout we got altogether. 

Q. The question I want to get at is, which fish do you consider of the greatest 
value, the most important fish in the fishery? — A. I think the whitefish its. The 
whitefish is a harmless fish and won't destt*oy other fish, and the trout does destroy 
other fish. 

Q. You regai-d whitefish as the best commercial fish? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And the most profitable for fishermen to catch ? — A. Yes.' 

Q. Do you fish as much in Lake Huron as you do in Georgian Bay ? — A. Yes, I 
fish more in Lake Huron. 

Q. Do you ever land any of your fish in the Georgian Bay ports? — A. Yes. 

Q. Any considerable quantity of them ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What proportion of your catch do you think you land in the Georgian 
Bay ports? — A. Well, I could not be sure, now, 1 don't know as I could say. I do 
not make up my mind. 

Q. Oh, just give me to the best of your recollection what you think about it ? — ^A. 
"Well, I could not be sure. 

Q. More than half? — A. Do you mean h^^w many tons we land there? 

Q. Yes ? — A. I could not be sure of that now. 

Q. But you land a very considerable portion of them there? — A. Yes, when we 
used to fish there. 

Q. More fish go to the States of late years. Is that caused by the opening up 
of the railway and making a market t^iere? — A. No, because they do not buy them 
in Canada. When there was few boats they would sell them all in Canada, but now 
there are so many boats they cannot consume them all in Canada, and without a 
market there is no use for men to catch fish. 

Q. You said more fish went to the States of late vears. Then they did buy them 
in Canada once? — A. Yes, because there are more fishermen fishing now than there 
was when I started here first, and Canada would take them all then. There was no 
market in the States at all then, but there is more fish caught now than the couoitry 
wants — in the summer season. 

Q. Then, it may be that the railway gives you direct communication with the 
United States and the Canadian market may bo supplied from other fisheries in Lake 
Erie, or Lake Ontario, or Lake Superior ? — A. Yes. I know from salt water the rail- 
ways are making the market good, I know that. 

Q. How do the prices compare now with the prices that you got formerly in 
Canada? — A. About the same. 

Q. Do yon sell your fish to the Buffalo Fish Companj'? — A. Some of them to 
what they call the Buffalo Fish Company. There was James Clark, and McKay, and 
McLeod who were acting for the company. 

Q. Are they Canadians or Americans? — A. Canadians. 

Q. Are they agents for an American house? — A. I understand so. 

Q. Do you think that the Amei^cans being in the market here is a good or a bad 
thing for the fishermen ? — A. It helps the fishermen. 

Q. The fishermen always get their cash, do they ? — A. Yes, cash or trade. 

Q. Do you think the fishermen would be better off if they all took out their 
nets in November, do you think it would be better for them all ? — A. Yes, sir, 

Q. You think it would? — A. Yes, sir, but I think they should get time to take 
them out if bad weather sets in, if they had their nets out in October they should 
get time to take them out. 

Q. You commenced to fish in 1855 ? — A. Yes, sir, 

Q. Is the fishing gear now in use better, and more adapted to catching fish now 
than it was then ? — A. Oh, they aie improving on them. 

Q. They have improved on it? — A. Yes, they must improve on everything. 

Q. And they have improved on the fishery gear ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you a tug ? — A. No, sir. 
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Q. All your fishing then is done with a sail boat? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How many miles of gill-nets have you ? — A. I don't know now, T could not 
tell you that. 

Q. If you had a good tug and as many nets as a tug could fish, do you think you 
could under those circumptances fish more profitably than you do now ? — A.Weil, 
there would be more expense in it, and they would catch more fish. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Mr. Harris asked you if it would be better for your fishermen to take up 
their nets in November and you say it would. Well, how long would it take you to 
take up your nets when you once began it ? — A. Oh, it won't take so long, in two 
good days we could take them up, but in bad weather we could not, that is if we had 
good luck and they would not break. 

Q. During stormy weather when you cannot get out to your nets for a certain 
time, and when you do get out, do you find many of your fish dead in the nets ? — ^A. 
Yes, we do in stormy weather — we do, yes. 

Q. Are these fish then unmarketable ? — A. They are kept for salting. 

Q. They are not marketable for fresh fish ? — A. No, if they are long dead they 
are not good, but there is a good many fish that will do for salting that won't do to 
use fresh. 

Q. Well, does salting bring the fish around to its proper condition after it has 
got a little the worse for using fresh ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Salt will bring them back to what may be termed a fresh, wholesome state 
again for eating? — A. Yes, you would not know the difference if they are dead in 
the nets, unless they are too far gone, and then you cannot cure them. 

Q. What do you call too far gone? — A. Ifrthey are useless. 

Q. Well, are many of them useless in the nets? — A. Well, if it comes stormy 
weather like we had this year. 

Q. Stormy weather like you had this year would make a great many useless, 
would it ? — A. Yes. 

Q. What do you do with these useless ones, then ? — A. They are no good. 

Q. But what' do you do with them ? — A. Put them with the guts. 

Q. Where are the guts put? — A. Well, in the summer season they are making 
oil of them. 

Q. But these fish that become useless and are not fit for salting, what do you do 
with them — bring them ashore and bury them, or throw them overboard ? — A. No, 
sir, we do not do that. 

Q. Do what? — A. Throw them overboard. 

Q. Then you bring them on shore ? — A. Yes. 

Q. And bury them ? — A. No, sir, we do not bury them. 

Q. Well, what do you do with them on the shore — do you pile them together 
in a particular place or just throw them loosely about ? — A. They are making oil of 
them, unless some people are on an island and then they bury them. 

Q. And do they make oil out of the offal too ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Are the fish converted into oil along with the offal ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Are there any oil factories up here or is*it done by individual fishermen? — 
A. Just a man making his living by it. 

Q. There are men making a living by making this oil ? — A. Yes, all over the 
lake. 

Q. What is done with this oil ?~A. I think they send it to the tanneries. 

Q. Is there much of it made ? — A. A good deal. 

Q. What is it worth when sold ? — A. I think the man here this year told me he 
was getting 30 or 32 cents a gallon — that is, taking all costs out of it, all expenses 
out of it. 

Q. Then is this what you say in a few words, — that in stormy weather when 
the nets cannot be reached freely that a number of the fish will die, the best ones 
are sold, those that have gone a little bad are salted, and those that are very bad are 
brought ashore and turned into oil ? — A. Exactly, sir. 
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Q. Have you any knowledge whatever with regai*d to pound-nets ? — ^A. No, sir, 
I never used then». "" 

Q. Are you able to givu an opinion then whether more fish are killed in pound- 
nets than in gill-nets ? — A. I never worked any pound-nets. 

Q. Do you know anything about them at all ? — A. No, sir. 



Mr. MALCOLM MoKBNZIB sworn :— 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. You reside here, do you ? — A. I do, sir. 

Q. And your occupation ? — A. Fisherman. 

Q. What length or time ? — A. I have fished in Canada since the year 71, and I 
fished eleven years in salt water before that. 

Q. But with regard to fresh water fishing? — ^A. I have fished since 71. 

Q. You are â Scotchman too, I presume ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What sort of a fishery do you carry on ? — A. Whitefish and salmon-traut — 
gill-nets. 

Q. And where do you fish ? — A. Well, for the last ten years before this year I 
fished in the Georgian Bay, and this year I fished here in Lake Huron. 

Q. When you say Lake Huron you do not mention any particular locality? — A. 
Well, when I fished in the Georgian Bay, I was fishing in the Georgian Bay and 
Lake Huron both. 

Q. But this year you say you fished in Lake Huron alone? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What particular description of nets do you use? — ^A. Gill-nets alone. 

Q. And is the mesh the same as the previous person spoke of, namely 4^ fo 5 
inches in the summer ? — A. Yes, and 5| and 6 in the fall. 

Q. I would like, if possible, to get some opinion as to how it is that the summer 
fish are so much smaller than the autumn fish. The fish you catch in the summer 
are a smaller fish, what do you call them? — A. Weil, I have seen as big a trout in 
the summer as I ever seen. It is not all the same kind of fish that a person catches 
in the summer. 

Q. Salmon-trout then are not all the same, that is you mean with regard to 
size? — A. Yes, I seen some salmon-trout in summer time that would weigh 50 
pounds. 

Q. You say they are not all the same with regard to size, those in the summer 
are smaller and those in the fall larger, is that it?— A. Yes, sir, as a general rule. 

Q. Is there any distinctive difference in their appearance between the summer 
trout and the autumn trout? — A. Oh, yes, a good deai, between the deep water trout 
and the shallow water trout; they do not appear to be the same class of fidh at all 
that is, in their appearance or in their eating qaaltties. 

Q. In their eating, you mean for domestic purposes? — A. Yes. 

Q. Which is the best for eating purposes ? — A. Well, the fall fish are very good, 
and in very deep water the fish are, as a general rule, fat when they get their ciscoe 
Lead. 

Q. Well, just say shortly, are the salmon-trout from the deep water the best for 
eating purposes? — A. Well, I would sooner have the fall trout for eating purposes. 

Q. The fall trout are much larger, are they ? — A. Yes, they are larger than 
those caught in deep water, but, as a general rule, fish is better tasted when the 
water is cold in the spi-ing and the fall — the fish as a general rule taste better when 
the water is colder. 

Q. What will be the general average size of what you call your summer trout? 
— A. Well, about 2J pounds or they will run 3 pounds about sometimes. 

Q. Avei*age about 3 pounds ? — A. Yes, about 3 pounds. 

Q. And the fall trout will average about what?— A. Well, I suppose they will 
average about *ï pounds. They are larger here than they are in the Bay. 
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Q. Do you catch many of what you call your 3-pouQd trout in the fall, in the 
month of October ?— A. Oh, yes, we catch a few. 

Q. Only H few of the 3-pound trout are caught in October ? — A. Oh, yes. 

Q. Have you taken notice what sex they are, whether they are generally male 
or female ? — A. Well, as a general rule, the male is the smaller fish. 

Q. As a general rule these small fish are males, are they? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You are now referring to those caught in October, are you ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What may bo the usual length of your nets that you fish with ? — A. Well, I 
could not exactly say. 

Q. The usual length of your net is as per license, is that it ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The depth is not mentioned hero — what depth of net is used? — A*. Well, the 
summer nets are 18 feet deep and the fall nets are about the same. 

Q. Well, the fall and the summer nets are the same number of meshes deep? — 
A. Yes, the fall nets are 14 and 15 feet deep, but they are so much bigger in the 
mesh it makes it about the same depth. 

Q. Y^ou say the fish are in the best condition in the spring and fall? — A. Well, 
when the water is colder it stands to reason that the fish is in better condition, hut 
of course here we cannot get any whitefish in the fall and in the spring, whitefish is 
in good condition in the summer time. 

Q. That is simply because you can catch them then, is it ? — A. Well, I don't 
know. If a man catches whitefish in the Georgian Bay, of course it is different, we 
get whitefish right there in the spring and they are in very good condition then. 

Q. Well, what is your experience in regard to fish at the time of spawning; is 
the fish in as good condition then as at any other time? — A. Well, I cannot see much 
difference in them — the parent fish may not be, but the male fish, I cannot see any 
difference in them. 

Q. What about the female? — A. Well, I don't know that they are quite as good 
after they do spawn. 

- Q. But at the spawning time, we mean ? — ^A. Oh, I could not say that they 
would be just as good as they would be a month before that, at least, that is my 
experience. 

Q. The flesh of all kinds offish isisofter when they are spawning, is it not? — 
A. Oh, yes. I think so. 

Q. Where do you market your fish as a rule ? — A. Well, this summer, I marketed 
them in Canada, but generally I have sold them to the Buffalo Fish Company, but this 
year I sold them in Canada. 

Q. What do you mean, in Canada ? — A. I shipped them to the local market 
most of them. 

Q. Where are your local markets here ? — A. Oh, all over. 

Q, Did you send them down as far as Toronto ? — A. Oh, yes, as far as Monti*eal. 

Q. Which do you consider the more valuable fish of the two, in the interests of 
the fishermen, the whitefish or the salmon-trout? — A. The trout is more valuable in 
these lakes to the fishermen, because they get more of them. 

Q. But as to the quality of the fish? — A. Well, as to the quality there is some 
parties would not want any trout at all ; of course the mixed fish is the best fish for 
the market, it makes a variety. 

Q. Well, which in your own judgment is the best quality of fish, the whitefish or 
the salmon-trout? — A. Well, I would prefer the whitefish. 

Q. Now, whether is the whitefish industiy, or the salmon-trout industry the most 
important here to the fishermen — which are caught in the greatest quantities? — ^A. 
Well, there is a larger quantity of trout caught here than of whitefish. 

Q. Are the whitefish as numerous now as they were? — A. No. 

Q. Can you assign any reason, in your opinion, why they are not as numerous 
now as formerly? — A. Wull, I can. I will tell you just exactly what 1 think caused 
the decline of the whitefish, and that is on these grounds here just the same as on the 
Sauble Beach, when the people come up from Port Frank they commenced drawing 
the seines on the Sauble Beach. 

Q. Then you think that seining has produced this effect on whitefish? — ^A. I 
believe so. 
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Q. At what localitiee? — A. Od our fishing grounds generally. They seined 
them specially on the Saable fioach, I do not think seining anywhere else has any 
«ffect on the whitefish. ^ 

Q. Where is the Sauble Beach from here ? — A. Just about eight miles north of 
this. 

Q. What do you suppose the whitefish were on the Sauble Beach for more par- 
ticularly when they seined them there ? — A. Well, in 1876, the whitefish came on the 
seining gi*ouuds thick. 

Q. What for, do you think? — A. Well, it was not to spawn. I do not think 
thoy were spawning in the sand there, but in the summer time that place used to be 
swarming with young whitefish. 

Q. What time was that ? — A. During September. 

Q. And they were caught largely there with seines, were they? — A. Yes, and 
lots of them left dead in the water. 

Q. Were they thrown out of the seines dead ? — A. Those that were too small 
were left there. 

Q. Were these smaller whitefish caught in great numbers? — A. Lots of them, 
yes, and left on the beach. 

Q. What do you mean by small whitefish ? — A. What was not marketable, nor 
yet fit for salting. 

Q. Can you give me an idea as to the probable size of these small whitefish ? — 
A. Oh, I seen lots of whitefish always over there that were not 4 inches long. 

Q. Over and under 4 inches long? — A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know the mesh of the seine-net they used ? — ^A. No, I don*t know. 

Q. Well, it would necessarily have to be a small mesh with which they caught 
these small fish, would it not? — A. Yes, I suppose it was a small mesh because it 
was seines they were using for herring. 

Q. These nets were herring nets, were they? — A. Yes, sir, herring seines. 

Q. What is the usual size of the mesh of the herring seines? — A. 1 don't know, 
but I suppose 2 inches on the Sauble Beach, extension measure — that is one inch 
square, as I am just told. 

Q. Where were these fishermen from, that fished there? — A. Oh, they used to 
come up from Port Frank down below the Sauble ; some of them lived up there 
themselves, but the most of them came from Port Frank. 

Q. Where is Port Frank? — A. Down near Sarniu. 

Q. Tbon, the fishermen that came to this Sauble Beach were not fishermen of 
this neighbourhood ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. And the fishermen hero did not fish there ? — A. No, it is all Indians that fish 
there now. The Government took the license from the white people and gave it to 
the Indians — the Indians only commenced last year. 

Q. Is this business carried on now by these men from down below ; is that sort 
of seining still carried on? — A. No; there are no white men allowed to fish on the 
Sauble Beach now at all ; none but Indians. 

Q. Are you of the opinion that this ground was the breeding or spawning 
ground of the whitefish? — A. Well, it would be up off that shore that we always 
used to catch our whitefish, but we did not get them afterwards. 

Q. And of late years you did not get them there? — A. Well, in the spring of 
the year we used to get them, but the fish afterwards worked up north. We got 
more this year than, I suppose, for quite a few years. 

Q. Then, you give as your reason for the failure of whitefish the fact of the 
small whitefish being caught and thrown out in quantities? — A. Yes, and I believe 
that the spawn would be turned up by the seines and thrown out and killed. 

Q. And are you of the opinion that that was the principal spawning ground 
about this portion of the lake for whitefish ? — A. Oh, no ; the whitefish that I mind 
first used to spawn on the shallows up at the fishing islands, on those wide shallows, 
but I believe that was their feeding ground, though. 

Q. Still, you state as one reason why the whitefish have become scarcer was 
their destruction on that beach? — A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Do whitefifih and salmon-trout spawn on the same ground ? A. Well, I 
suppose some of them do. 

Q. And about the same time ? — A. No, I think the trout spawn earlier than 
the whitefish. 

Q. They both spawn in November, though, do they not? — ^A. Tes, I expect 
they do. 

Q. Have you any idea when the ealmon-trout commences to spawn ? — A. Well, 
it is very seldom I ever saw the spawn loose until about the 10th. 

Q. You mean by that that they commence to lay their eggs most freely aboot 
the 10th of November? — A. Yes, sir; the spawn is generally hard until then. 

Q. Will some spawn earlier and some later than others? — A. Oh, yes, I 
suppose so. 

Q. How does that apply to whitefish ? — A. I don't know ; I never caught many 
whitefish on the shallow» when they would be spawning. 

Q. But you have an idea of your own? Do they spawn generally about the 
same time as the trout or a little later? — A. I think they are a little later. 

Q. Are there two kinds of whitefish, as well as two kinds of salmon-trout, do 
you think? — ^A. Not that I know of; of course there are smaller and larger, and 
take some parts of^ the Georgian Bay and you will get some grounds that the fish is 
larger, but, as a general rule, our whitefish in Lake Huron is bigger than in the 
Georgian Bay. 

Q. Then you conclude that there are not two kinds of whitefish, as there are of 
salmon-trout ? — A. No, I don't think there is. 

Q. What is the average weight of the whitefish here ? — A. Oh, I suppose they 
will average two and a half pounds. 

Q. Is not that small? — A. Oh, well, there is some that will go six and seven, 
but that is about the general average of whitefish all over. 

Q. Have you taken any notice what season is the most injurious to your fishing 
operations with regard to the losses of nets and gear owing to stormy weather — ^what 
particular month ?— A. Well, the month of November. 

Q. That is on account of storms ? — A. Well, there is just as big storms in October 
and September, but the nets at that time are in deeper water and consequently they 
escape being broken up, more than in November. Of course there is no person fish- 
ing here in November; they clean and take the nets ashore in October. 

Q. Well, the latter part of October and November would be more generally 
injurious ? — A. Yes for the nets in shallower water. 

Q. Can you give us any information with regard to the destruction of immature, 
or young fish, other than those you spoke of caught in these seine-nets ? — A. There 
are no young sal mon- trout caught. 

Q. Take two pounds and under, is there not great destruction of young salmon- 
trout of that size tnat should be remedied and prevented ? — A. Oh, I don't think so. 

Q. In the nets that you use all the young fish will pass through, you think? — 
A. Oh, yes. There is nobody here that uses any mesh smaller than 4|-inch. 

Q. They are all gill-nets? — A. Yes, all gill-nets. There are no nets used here 
that are not gill-neis. 

Q. Are herring seines used here at all? — A. No, not used here. 

Q. None of any consequence? — A. None at all, not now, there was not this year 
anyhow. 

Q. I may mention for your information that there is an impression gone abroad 
throughout the country that a great number of immature fish unable to reproduce 
their species are caught in nets that are in use and thrown away as unmarketable, 
and the consequence is that it affects the quantity of fish afterwards? — A. Ob, I 
never have seen anything of that kind done here except what I have seen on the 
Sauble Beach. 

Q. Well, I should judge, as you are a gill-net fisherman and use 4^ to 6-inch 
mesh, you say that the young fish could not possibly be caught in them, there might 
be an odd one caught by the teetb, but that is not a thing of any consequence? — ^A. 
No. The only small fish that entangle in them are these minnows, but they do not 
go to market anyway. 
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Q. Then the mionows do get entangled in the mesh ? — A. Yes, not as big as my 
finger. 

Q. But that is not to any great extent.? — A. No. 

Q. W'hat are these minnows? — A. Well, they are something like the ciscoe in 
Lake Ontario, but not that big— just what we call bloaters, and they are full of spawn 
every day in the year. I don't think I ever saw one of them that was not full of 
spawn. 

Q. Then they could not be young whitefish or salmon-trout? — A. No, no, neither 
whitefish or salmon-trout. 

Q. But you do know of young whitefish being caught in hen*ing seines on Sauble 
Beach ? — A.. Yes, sir. 

Q. And that practice may be going on yet, may it? — A. No, I don't think it. 
There might be young whitefish among the herring, but I don't think they will catch 
any big whitefish. 

Q. You say that formerly when these people came up from below and fished 
there, they caught groat numbers of young whitefish and threw them on shore ? — 
A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know whether that practice is still continued? — A. No, I don't 
think it. 

Q. [f it is, it ought to be stopped in your interest and in the interest of all fish- 
ermen? — A. Well, they were hauling there this fall. 

Q. Would you say that the same destruction is going on by the use of the same 
seine-nets on this Sauble Beach, that formerly killed young whitefish in great num- 
bers? — A. Ye3, the same nets are used. 

Q. Now, you can readily understand as an intelligent man, that if the Govern- 
ment, which is supposed to be the guardian of the fisheiy interests, allows people to 
kill young salmon-trout, and young whitefish, or young fish of any kind, they are 
not doing what is right, because if these little fish are destroyed, you are destroying 
the possibility of having a crop of adtflt fish afterwards ? — A. Certainly. 

Q. And it is one of the objects of the Government to try and find this out and 
prevent it if possible. It is reported from very creditable sources that up north 
here somewhere, the young whitefish are taken in tons weight and thrown away, 
from pound-nets, and some from gill-nets, and it is one of the objects of this Com- 
mission to ascertain that if possible, and in the interests of the fishermen t> prevent 
it. I think every fisherman must admit that it would be very wrong to allow such 
a thing to be carried on ? — A. Yes, there is no doubt about it, but I don't know of 
any fishermen in these parts who uses less than from 4^ to 5inch mesh. 

Q. With regard to the Sunday close law, do you think it is possible to have 
it carried out here ? — A. It cannot be carried out with gill-nets; it would take a 
man a week to take the nets in, and a week to set them out again. 

Q. Now, serious complaints are made to the department that the Americans are 
poaching on our shores during the close season while our own fishermen are prevented 
from fishing during the close season, that is a complaint that has been put forward, 
and the fibhermen here use it as a means, if possible, to try and get the Government 
to do away with the close season altogether. Some of them say it is unfair for us 
to have a close season, while the Americans are fishing in our waters durini< the 
close season. Now, we want to know whether that is a fact? — A. Well, all I can 
tell you about that is, I heard from a man that was going on a tug that was carrying 
fish to Lake Erie, that they had to stop fishing on Lake Erie and the Americans 
kept on fishing right alongside of them, that is when they wore coming up to Kettle 
Point with the tug, and the Americans were fishing 1^ miles out, and the Cana- 
dians had to lift their nets. 

Q. You do not know anything of your own personal knowledge ? — A. No, I 
don't know anything, it is too far for them to come across here. 

Q. Now, with regard to the protection of the fisheries of the country. Is it 
advisable that there should be a properly selected close season to protect the fish 
during their spawning times ? Is it advisable in the interest of yourself and others 
that the fish should be allowed to peacefully lay their eggs during the spawning 
season ? — A. Well, I believe it is possible to have a close season late in the season 
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whoQ the fish commeDce spawning, provided the Americans have the same, but I 
cannot see' the advisability for the Canadians to have a close season and the Ameri- 
cans none at all, for it does not take fish long to cross over the lake. 

Q. Well, the State of Michigan has a much more severe law with regard to 
fishing than we have on our side? — A. They do not pay any license and they can 
fish any time they like. 

Q. Would you wish that to be done in this country — pay no license and fish 
whenever you like ? — A. I cannot see the benefit of paying a license, and 1 cannot 
see what good the fishery officers are doing. 

Q. Then, while you believe in a close season you say there is no object in a 
license and no benefit from the fishery officers? — A. Well, I cannot see why a tug 
pays 925 for a license and a boat only 95. 

Q. Would you like the boat to pay $25 ? — A. No, but 1 would like the tug to 
pay less. I would like the tug to pay two boats' license, because the tug does not 
fish any more than two boats, and I think it is very unjust lor a tug to pay five 
boats' license. 

Q. When do you generally set your nets here? — A. Well, April for the last 
few years was about the time, but E have seen it as late as June here before we set 
nets. 

Q. And how long do you keep the nets in? — A. The beginning of November 
now — if we can get them out, 

Q. Have you any faith in fish hatcheries, that they are of any use at all? — ^A. 
I have. 

Q. You think fish hatcheries are good? — A. Oh, yes. 

Q. Are you one of those who petitioned to have one built here ? — A. Well, I 
would like right well to see one built here. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. Is there any discontent among the fishermen here ? — A. Yes, there is a good 
deal. 

Q. What is the probable cause of it? — A. Well, a great deal of the cause is 
these combines, American capital being allowed to destroy Canadian capital. 

Q. American capital competing with you, is that the cause of the discontent ? — 
A. Yes, a good deal of it. 

Q. Would that apply to any capital ? — A. Yes, half of the fish-nets in the Geor- 
gian Bay and Lake Huron to-day are owned by American combines and the half of 
the tugs, yes, more than half of the tugs, pretty near all, and they just give to the 
men what they like. 

Q. Would it make any difference to you if it was a Montreal, or a Toronto com- 
bine with the same capital and the same money ? — A. Id would not be so bad. 
Since the McKinley Bill came into force they can take their fish to the States with- 
out paying the 75 cents a hundred pounds on them, but we could not ship to the 
American market without we pay 75 cents a hundred out; and the Canadian capital- 
ists were making a declaration that it was all American capital that was doing it, 
and they would get their fish in free. 

Q. When was that? — A. Ever since the McKinley Bill came into force, since a 
year ago last August. 

Q. Does any fish shipped from this locality pay duty going to the United 
States ? — A. I don't know. 

Q. That is not the point. Do you know of any fish shipped from this locality 
that pay duty going into the States? — A. Well, I cannot tell. I do not ship any 
fish to the States, I could not, because I would have to pay 75 cents a hundred 
duty. 

Q. Did you ever pay 75 cents duty ? — A. No, I did not, I could not ship, but I 
shipped frozen fish and I paid 50 cents a hundred duty. 

Q. If the Americans were driven out of these waters, I suppose some other cap- 
ital would take its place? — A. Yes, 1 have no doubt of it. 

Q. And you think the Americans had better be driven out and let other capi- 
tal take their place ? — A. I think so, yes. 
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Q. Do you think the fishermen would then be better satisfied ? — A. I believe so. 

Q. Have you a tug ? — A. No, not now, I sold it last winter — I gave her away. 

Q. How big a tug was it? — A. Sixty- two feet keel. 

Q. I suppose it was a $5,000 tug? — A. She cost me $4,500. 

Q. What sort of nets where you fishing with when you had that tug? — A. All 
gill-nets. 

Q. How many miles ? — A. Well, 1 forget how many, we had four gangs ; we 
would not have all our nets in the lake at one time, we would have nets on the shore 
drying. 

Q. Had you as many nets as the tug could serve ? — A. Oh, yes. We were fish- 
ing in deep water most of the time and we could not use many nets. 

Q. Then, am I to understand that your fishing with that tug was not suflSciently 
profitable to continue it?-— A. Oh, yes, but where I was fishing with her was up in 
the Georgian Bay, and I could not get the value of my fish there and I went in debt 
with it. The first year I fished there, I done very well. 

Q. If these Americans were driven out of the country and Toronto or Montreal 
people put their capital into it and bought all their fish here, you think it would be 
better ? — A. Yes, I think so. 

Q. Would that be becaufee ,the fish would be sold in Canada? — A. Well, there 
would be so much sold in Canada, and I believe what would go to the United States 
the people would give a better price for it. 

Q. You think that if Canadian capital were employed in this fishery instead of 
American capital that the fish would be sold in Canada? — A. Yes, and the Canadians 
could buy the fish and the overplus could be shipped to the States, because they 
would not buy our fish at all if they could do without them. 

Q. Do you know what proportion of the fish caught in the province of Ontario 
is shipped out of the country ? — A. Oh, mostly all, I expect. There will be seven or 
eight million pound of fish go to the United' States from the province of Ontario. 

Q. Probably seven-eighths of the whole catch ? — A. Oh, yes, more than that. 

Q. Seven- eighth s is a good deal of the whole catch ? — ^A. Yes. 

Q. Only one-eighth going to Canada. Now, I suppose there is no doubt that 
these Americans have managed by some plan or other to get all these fish into the 
•States without paying any duty ? — A. So I understand. 

Q. Well, the duty on seven or eight million pounds of fish at three-quarters of 
a cent a pound would be pretty close on to fifty or sixty thousand dollars ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Do you think the Americans would have paid that duty if it had to be paid, 
or who do you think it would have come out of — out of the fishermen ? — A. Cer- 
tainly, out of the fishermen, and if that duty had not to be paid at all, the fishermen 
would get more money for their fish — they would get that sixty thousand dollars. 

Q. The fishermen would get more money, you have no' doubt of that ? — A. No. 

Q. Then, as that duty has not been paid the probability is that the fishermen 
have got more money for their fish ? — A. No, the fish buyers have got it. 

Q. The middlemen ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, do you think that any Canadian capitalists could have gone to Buffalo 
and humbugged things so as to get all this fish into the United States without pay- 
ing duty? — A. I don't think so. 

Q. Well, in the interests of the fishermen, — talking of this duty question-— don't 
you think it would be as well to let well alone and not stir it up, or do you think it 
would be better to expose it? — A. 1 think it would be better for any fish that was 
caught with American capital to put an export duty on it, and then those in Canada 
would have as much chance to put fish on the American market. 

Q. Are there some seines worked up here? — A. Yes, the Indians use seines. 

Q. Do you know what extent of seines are used there ? — ^A. Oh, just herring 
seineH. 

Q. I suppose 400 yards long? — A. I don't know indeed how long they are; 
they are all Indians who are fishing there now. 

Q. But white men did fish there years before? — A. Yes, but they are stopped 
now by the department. 
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Q. Then the Indians fish all the year roand in season and out of season, do they? 
— ^A. Oh« they generally fish seines in the summer time. 

Q. Now, the close season here for white men, for some time, was from the Ist 
to the 10th of November ? — A. Yes, some time ago. 

Q. Were you a fisherman then ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Was that close seae*on generally kept ifi this locality ? — A. Well, it was. 

Q. It was pretty well kept in this locality? — A. Yes, pretty well kept. 

Q. From the 1st to the 10th ? — A. Yes, unless sometimes it was just as we had 
the weather this fall and they could not take their nets ashore. 

Q. Now, you approved of a close season in your evidence, if the Americans have 
a close season too? — A. Yes, from a certain time, from the 10th of November. Well, 
it would be a close season then with us all the year round after the 10th, and the 
fish do not commence spawning until after the 10th. 

Q. You approve of a close season from the 10th of November to the end of 
November, that means there would be no more fishing at that season? — A. Yes. 

Q. But would you approve of that close season if the Americans had an open 
Reason at the same time? — A. No, I don't know as I would. 

Q. Then your idea is that we should not have one unless they had one? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Well, now, does it strike you that if we abandoned our close season, so as 
to be the same as the Americans, that there would be no use for our fishery depart- 
ment or license or anything of that kind, that there would be no alternative then 
but to introduce the American plan and fish when we pleased and do as we pleased, 
the same as the Americans do now. Now, would you approve of the intrcxlnction 
of the American plan on this side, the same as it is over there ? — A. Well, I don't know 
as it would make any difference, because the fish swim over there just as they do here. 

Q. And you would be quite willing to have free fish, no license, etc. ? — A. Y'es, 
for all the fishing except pound-net fishing. I would not have pound-net fishing. 

Q. But you would have to lake that with the rest if you followed the American 
plan, they approve of pound-net fishing on the other side, more than any other kind 
— but you approve of the American plan all except pound-net fishing ? — A. Yea, 
sir. 

By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. With regard to this discontent; do 1 understand you that the discontent is 
occasioned here on accounr. of the combines of the American capitalists who own half 
of our fisheries and neaily all the tugs — these combines give you for your fish just what 
they like, but before the McKinley Bill passed, Canadians could take fish into the 
United States free, but since then the Canadians are stopped by the f per cent 
duty, and consequently the Americans combine together to get our fish as low as 
they possibly can, and then take them into the States free of duty, and the Canadian 
fishermen suffer by this means, and that an export duty should be put upon these 
fish caught by American capital Y Are these your sentiments ? — A. Those are my 
sentiments. 

Q. You say you would be willing to have the American S3^stem carried out 
here, with this one exception, of pound-nets not being allowed on Canadian waters. 
Of course, I can understand this, because you are wholly engaged in gill-net fishing. 
But pound-net fishing is perhaps more largely carried on in Canada than gill-net 
fishing, so you see your views would only go towards sei*ving a certain class of 
fishermen, but a Government must take things upon a broader basis. Now, I am 
of the opinion that we have no right to copy from the Americans in any way as to 
fisheries, because we have got better fisheries than they have, and should sustain 
them, and if we carried out your plan, we would soon lose them. As long as we pro- 
tect our fisheries here and keep them in good condition we will always have the 
American market, but if we go on killing and destroying our fish, our fisheries 
will become extinct, us they are in many places already, and the only way to pix>- 
tect them is to have a proper close season ? — A, Well, the boats cannot run with 
any less nets than they have got just now, and pay the men's wages. But take 
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Lake Hai*oo, we have no hatcheries here to help, and I helieve it would be to the 
interest of the Grovemment to have a hatchery on this side of Lake Huron, and I 
think this place has more claim to it, because there is more boats out of it than any 
other place on the lake. 



DANIEL McCADLEY-sworn :— 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Are you a resident here ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. A fisherman ? — ^A. Well, I have been a fisherman, of late years; I work for 
the Buffalo Fish Company. 

Q. Are you now the agent of theBufialo Fish Company? — A. Yes. 

Q. What nationality are you? — A. Canadian. 

Q. Do you not carry on a fishery yourself now, then ? — A. Well, I have a boat. 

Q. What fishery is yours; a gill-net fishery? — A. Yes, gill-net fishery. 

Q. And a tug ? — ^A. A sail boat 

Q. What kind of fish do you catch ?— A. Whitefish and trout. 

Q. Any other kinds ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. And where do you fish with your boat? — A. At Tobermoray, Georgian 
Bay and Lake Huron. ^ 

Q. Are the sizes of the mesh used by you the same as described by the previous 
witness? — A. Yes, 4^ to 5 inches, and 5^ to 6 inches. 

Q. Can you give us an idea of when you think the fish are in their best condi- 
tion? — A. Well, fish are very good in the spring; they are good in all seasons, I 
think, unless in^he spawning season. 

Q. Do you refer now to salmon-trout and whitefish ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are they ^ood at all times previous to the spawning season ? — A. Yes, that is 
if good, sound fish. 

Q. The fish that you get are marketed where ? — ^A. Well, I think we market 
most of them in the United States, they belong to the Buffalo Fish Company. 

Q. Are you fishing yourself too ? — A. Well, I am not fishing, but I have a boat 

Q. Do you license a boat ? — A. Yes, but I handle fish for the Butiblo Fish Com- 
pany. I cannot say whether they all go to the States or not. 

Q. Well, all fish handled by you are for the Buffalo Fish Company ? — A. Yes. 

Q. You say you have a license for one sail boat? — A. Yes. 

Q. And the whole benefit and crop from this license goes to the Buffalo Fish 
Company? — A. They are all Buffalo Fish Company. 

Q. Are you the actual owner of the boat and the fishing gear in connection 
with the boat, is it your own bona fide property ? — A. Not at present. 

Q. Whose property is it ? — A. The Buffalo Fish Company's, they bought it 
from me last spring. 

Q. A bona fide sale ? — A. Well, they bought the nets from me. 

Q. Do they allow you the money for the license ? You paid so much for the 
license, did you ? — A. Well, it was one of the company got the license himself. 

Q. One of the company got the license for you? — A. Yes. 

Q. They took your name down and your name was entered in the department 
for a license and they paid the money for it, is that it ? — A. Yes, sir, that is the 
way. 

Q. And they control the boat and the license, and yourself, do they ? — ^A. They 
do, this season, sir. 

Q. And also your services ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do they pay you for your servicLCs ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How, monthly or weekly ? — ^A. By the season, I suppose monthly. 

Q. And do you also act as agent in getting fish from the other boats as well ? — 
A. I do, sir. 
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Q. What number of tugs and boats do these people control here — in the first 

F lace, do you work for them out of Soutbamptom ? — A. It was at Tobermoray that 
worked. 

Q. Well, the company controls how many boats here ? — A. They had three 
tugs and three boats part of the season. 

Q. And all the fishing gear? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And all fish caught in these boats and tugs were shipped to the United 
States? — A. I shipped tbem to the company to Wiarton, and I suppose they go to 
the States. 

Q. Have they freezing establishments there? — A. Yes, large ones. 

Q. And from this place their shipments are made either to Canada or the 
States? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is this practice pui*sued by all the fishermen in this neighbourhood, or mostly 
all the fishermen ? — A. Well, of course there is a company here who buys ÛHh. 

Q. There are other companies here besides the Buffalo Company ? — A. There is 
one company here. 

Q. Is that an American or a Canadian company ? — A. A Canadian company, 
as far an I know. 

Q. Well, the average value offish. I suppose, is the same as the other witnesses 
have just related — what is the value of the salmon-trout ? — A. Well, it is 3J cents, 
and the whitefish the same this season. 

Q. What were they previous seasons ? — A. They were 3 J cents last season. 

Q. That is in 1891 ? — A. Yes, and the season before that I think they were only 
3 cents. 

Q. So that this year they have been a little higher ? — A. Yes, and before the 
Buffalo Company went into buying fish in the Bay in the shape they are in now, I 
have sold fish for 2J cents. 

Q. The same fish ?— A. Yes, 2f cents. 

Q. Are you sufficiently acquainted with the habits offish to give us an idea of 
when they are ripest for spawning purposes — when do you think the salmon- ti out, 
as a rule, are most ripe for spawning ? — A. Well, on in November, I suppose. 

Q. When do you think the whitefish are ? — A. Well, the whitefish come at the 
earliest after the 12th, so they must be later. 

Q. Still, in November, though ? — A. And I think in the Georgian Bay the trout 
are as late as December. 

Q. Well, of course they cannot all lay their eggs at one time, but the month of 
November will cover the principal spawning time, will it? — A. Yes, I think so. 

Q. Is it not a fact that salmon-trout frequently spawn the latter end of October ?■ 
— ^A. Well. I cannot say, maybe some do. November, L think, is the principal month. 
■ Q. Do they spawn some before and some after ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Do you believe that the qualities of those fish are as good at the spawning 
time as thoy are before it? — A. I think I answered that before. I said they are good 
at all times previous to spawning time. 

Q. In your operations at Tobermoray are there not other fish caught besides 
salmon-trout and whitefish, do you catch any herring at all? — ^A. Well, not of any 
account. 

Q. Do you catch any quantity of bass or pickerel? — A. Oh, not a great many. 

Q. Do they catch any black bass at all ? — A. Oh, there is a few, not of any 
account. 

Q. Have you in the interests of the company or yourself or the country made 
any observations as to the season in which it is most injurious to the fishing gear 
and boats to carry on fishing ? — A. From the month of September to the end of 
the fishing. 

Q. What do you mean by the end of the fishing? — A. Well, till the close season 
comes in ; there are very severe storms then all through the fall, at least most falls. 

Q. Would it be considered profitable then to fish during November, or would it 
be desirable to have the nets taken up then ? Would it be in the general interest of ^ 
the trade to have the nets take up for the whole month of November? — A. Well,. 
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people fish on in October as late as they can and it is sometimes very good out in 
the month of November the ôi*st few days. 

Q. Ton say from the month of September to the end of the season is the most 
injurions ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you mean the end of the close season or the end of the fishing season ? — 
A. The end of the fishing season. 

Q. Do you know anything about the catching of young iifamature fish — ^you 
have supervision over pound-nets, have you ? — ^A. No, they have none at all up here. 

Q. That is, this Buffalo company have no pound-nets at all in Lake Huron or 
the Georgian Bay? — ^A. I do not know of any, sir. 

Q. Are you prepared to give an opinion on this Sunday close time regulation, 
whether it is practicable to carry out the work of taking in the nets ? — A. It cannot 
be done, sir, i don't think. 

Q. I need not ask you whether Americans fish in our waters, because it seems 
all the nets and boats you control are under the management of the Americans, but 
as to poaching from the other side, do they come in with their tugs and fishing gear 
and fish in Canadian waters — do you know of any instance ? — A. I have no personal 
knowledge of it. 

Q. Are you under the impression that it would be advisable that a proper close 
season should be established for the preservation of fish ? — ^A. I am, sir ; a proper 
season at a proper time. 

Q. What is your idea with regard to hatcheries ? — A. Hatcheries, I think that 
they will be a good thing, in fact, I would like to see a hatchery fixed up here. 

Q. Hatcheries should be sustained and you want one here, do you? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you lived here any length of time? — A. I was born here. . 

Q. Have you made any observations with regard to the decline or otherwise of 
fish here — are the whitefish and salmon-trout as plentiful here as they were in 
former times? — A. Well, I cannot say that they are. 

Q. Can you assign any reason why they are less numerous now — ^is it overfish- 
ing, or is it because they have not been protected properly, or both? — ^A. Perhaps 
overfishing has more to do with it. 

Q. Have you any remarks to make with regard to other matters ? — A. Well, 
these questions that Mr. Harris asked Mr. McKenzie. 

Q. Well, hâve you any particular matter that you want to make any remarks 
upon ? — A. Well, as to the price offish. 

Q. What have you to say about that ? — A. Well, since the Buffalo FishiCompany 
have started we get a better price for our fish than we ever did before up the lake. 

Q. And what else? — A. That is about all; I think if Canadian buyers had to 
pay this duty of 75 cents on fish, I think that we would have to lose it, or the fish 
catchers would have to lose it. ^ 

Q. The fishermen would lose it ? — ^A. I think so, and I also think that if there 
was an export duty put on fish that it would come off the fish catchers. :• vj ""' 

Q. It would come out of the fishermen, would it, if an export duty was put on ? 
— ^A. I think so, it looks reasonable in my mind anyway. 

Q. Then, do I understand you to say that all the fish shipped into the United 
States go in there as American fish ? — A. Well, I think so. 

Q. If they did not go in that way they would have to pay duty ? — ^A. There is 
one of the company here, I suppose he can tell. 

Q. Have you any other remarks that you desire to make ? — ^A. No, I think that 
is about alL 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. Do you know anything about the opposite coastof Lake Huron? — A. I have 
heen over there. 

Q. Have you any idea whether or not the Americans fish that pretty thoroughly ? 
— A. Well, I heard they did. 

Q. Do you think they have got as many nets ih there as we have here ? — ^A. I 
think on the opposite shore they have as many nets as we have on this shore. 
Q. Where do they sell their fish ? — A. I suppose they sell them in the States, 
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Q. Do you know any particular point? — A. Well, Detroit is a very good point, 
I believe, that is, take the opposite side of the lake, I think their fish go to Detroit. 

Q. Do you know how the prices over there compare with those here ? — ^A. I 
don't know. 

Q. Now, we have heard something about this Buffalo Fish Company up here, 
when did you first hear of it? — A. Two years ago. 

Q. How long have you fished here ? — A. Well, I have not fished since seven 
seasons. I worked for McKay and Clark before they went into the Buffalo Fish Com- 
pany, and I have worked for them ever since. 

Q. How long have you been working in this locality altogether in the fishing 
business ? — A. Oh, I suppose it is ten 3'ear& anyway. 

Q. And 3'ou only heard of the Buffalo Fish Company twoyeara ago? — A. It was 
two years ago they started as the Buffalo Fish Company. 

Q. What were they before that?— A. Well, Mr. McKay and Mr. Clark were 
Canadian fish buyers and they were in company in Wiarton. 

Q. And were they shipping to the United States? — A. Yes, and to Canada too. 

Q. And two years ago it assumed the shape of the Buffalo Fish Company ? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Well, has the investment of American capital and the growth of the Ameri- 
can trade here been gradual, as you understand ? — A. Well, the fishing trade has. 

Q. The fishing trade with the States has been growing up gradually for a nam- 
ber of years ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Do you regard the investment of American capital here as an injury or a 
benefit to the people ? — A. I regard it as a benefit. 

Q. You spoke of the whitefish selling for 3^ and 3 cents ? — A. Yes, and 2f cents. 

Q. Well, 2f cents was before the Buffalo Fish Company came here ? — A. Yes, 



sir. 



Bir. 



Q. And you speak of it now as 3J and 3 cents? — ^A. Yes, now. 

Q. Have you a tug ? — ^A. No, sir. 

Q. You have a fishing license? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is the license you have paid for by the Buffalo Fish Company ? — ^A. Yes, 



Q. And are the nets paid for by them ? — A. Thev own the nets. 

Q. You fish them ? — A. No, sir, I do not fish them, a man up the lake there 
fishes them. 

Q. And he gets for the fish he bridgs in 2f cents a pound ? — ^A. Three and 
a-half cents. 

Q. And the Buffalo Fish Company pay for all the gear besides? — A. Well, the 
price is allowed the boats and tugs, 3^ cents. 

Q. The Buffalo Fish Company own the tugs, own the nets and pay for the license, 
and this man fishes with that gear, is that it ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And he gets 3^ cents a pound for his fish? — A. The tugs and boats are 
allowed 3^ cents a pound for their fish ; that is, that price is put down to see whether 
that tug will come out clear and pay all expenses or not. 

Q. Do you think that these fishermen who get 3^ cents on this plan from the 
Buffalo Company are doing better than if they were fishing independently? — A. 
Well, I think that the prices are better now than they were when Canadian buyers 
handled them alone. 

Q. When they got 2f cents for fish, the fishermen then took out their own license ? 
— ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And paid for it? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And paid for all their nets ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And had their boats and all their capital in it and then only got 2f cents a 
pound for their fish ? — A. We got that one year, yes. 

Q. And now they get 3^ and 3^ cents from the Buffalo Company with very little 
capital of their own invested ? — A. Well, I understand that the company owned all 
the boats and tugs that were there in the summer lime and they allowed these tugs 
and boats a certain price for their fish, just the same as they allowed outsiders. 
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Q. So you regard it as a good thing for the fishermen to be in with the Buffalo 
Fish Company and work for it? — ^A. Well, I think the prices are higher than they 
were before, but other men who are not in the fish company, they get more for their 
fish. 

Q. They get more for their fish ?— A. Yes. 

Q. But then they have more capital invested in their fishery? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And they have got the risk of their capital and the risk of their nets and 
gear? — A. Yes, sir. ^liB 

Q. And the other way the Buffalo Fish Company take all the risk? — A. Yes, 
they hire the men who run these boats. 

Q. And these men are all men as intelligent as you are ? — A. I suppose so. 

Q. They are all men who can read and write and are smart fellows? — A. I sup- 
pose so. They work and get their wages the same as I do. The Buffalo Fish Com- 
pany owns these boats and they pay these men so much a month. 

Q. You have a certainty about it, you have your wages and you get your pay? 
— A. Yes. 

Q. And the other men are the same way ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Aud they seem to like it? — ^A. Well, sometimes they growl. 

Q. Can you give me any idea of what fishing plant there is here at Southamp- 
ton — how many tugs are there here ? — A. There are two fishing here. 

Q. How many sail boats? — A. I am away in the summer time and I cannot tell 
veiy well. 

By Mr, Wilmot ; 

Q. Do I underatand you to say this : The Buffalo Fish Company own the boats 
and nets and gear and employ the men, and all the fish caught in these boats and 
by this gear are brought in to the company to do what they like with ? — ^A. That is 
correct. 

Q. And other fishermen owning boats and nets of their own independent of the 
Buffalo Company, get the current market price for their fish, which is 3^ cents a 
pound ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. For salmon-trout and whitefish ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That covers the whole thing, does it ? — A. That covers it all ; I paid that 
this year. 

Q. That is just the whole meaning of your evidence is it not? — A. That is it. 



FINLAY McLENNAN sworn:— 
By Mr. Wilmot ; 

Q. You reside here at Southampton ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. A fisherman ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How long ? — A. Twenty yeare. 

Q. What country ? — A. Canada. 

Q. What kind of a fisheiy are you engaged in ? — A. I was engaged in the her- 
jring fishery until of late. I was always in the herring fisheiy since I started until 
-this year. 

Q- And what are you doing this year ? — A. Well, I fished part of the season. 

Q. Well, have you Iiad anything to do with whitefish at all ? — A. Oh, yes, I 
fished for years whitefish, but for the last four or five years I did not do anything. 
I have gone out of it. 

Q. Where do you fish principally ? — ^A. White Fish Island is my fishing station. 

Q, Where is White Fish Island ? — A. Sixteen miles north of here, 

Q. And you used what nets ? — A. Seines I used there. 

Q. Seines for whitefish and herring ? — A. No, seines for herring only. 

Q. And what did you use for whitefish ? — A. Gill-nets. 
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Q, Do yott ose what is called hoop-nets here at all ? — A. No, I never saw but 
one here in mj life. 

Q. What is the size of the mesh you ose in your herring seines? — A. Two and 
a half in the bag. 

Q. And in the wings, what ? — A. Oh, three and a half and sometimes four ; 
sometimes I will have the wing four. 

Q. What size do you use for your gill-nets ?— A. Four and a half to five inches. 

Q. Two and a half— that will be one and a quarter bar in your herring net ? — 
A. Yes. 

Q. What sized herring will that two and a half inch extension let through ? — 
A. Oh, it will let full-grown herring through. Suppose you had in the seine a 
couple of barrels, if you will give them time they will all go through. 

Q. They will all go through ? — A Two and a half inch mesh will let a seven- 
inch herring pass through freely, but when there is a large bulk of herring in they 
cannot get through because they all huddle together. 

Q. Well, in nauling your seines for the nerring of course a great number of 
half-grown herring would get caught and would run out ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you in your experience ever see any great number of whitefish ran 
out ? — A. No, I don't know as I ever saw a great number of whitefish in the nets 
in my life. 

Q. Do you know anything about this place called the Sauble Beach? — ^YeSj^sir. 

Q. Did you ever fish there ? — A. No, I never fished there. 

Q. Do you know of young whitefish being caught there in seines ? — ^A. Yes, I 
saw young whitefish there upon the beach. 

Q. Young whitefish of what size ? — A. Oh, I should judge two to four inches 
long on the beach there. I walked down just on purpose to see. It is only four 
miles. 

Q. How did they come on the beach ? — A. Caught by seines, 

Q. In large quantities? — A. Oh, I could not say. I never was there but once 
when I saw young whitefish there, but I have heai-d different times, and I came 
down once just to see. 

Q. You saw them fi*om two to four inches long there ? — A« Yes, and more than 
that. 

Q. Who were they caught by — Indians or white people ? — ^A, Oh, there was 
about twelve seines on the beach there from one end to the other. It is about five 
miles long, and the Indians had two seines and the white people had ten of the 
twelve seines. 

Q. Is that fishery carried on now in the same manner ? — ^A. No, it is carried on 
by Indians wholly now. 

Q. How is it that the white people do not fish there ? — ^A. The Indian Depart- 
ment interfered and took it from the white people, I believe -, the Indians made out 
it was on their reserve,— a year ago. 

Q. It is on the Indian resei*ve, is it ? — ^A. No, the land back of the beach all 
along it belongs to the Government, it is not Indian land at all. 

Q. Well, how do they make out that this Sauble Beach is on the reservation 7 — 
A. Well, I could not explain that, the land all behind is settled by white people. 

Q. Where did these white people belong to that fished there at that time? — ^A. 
They came from below Bayfield down here. 

Q. Down fVom the Sarnia neighbourhood? — A. Yes, near Sarnia, half-way 
between Goderich and Sarnia. 

Q. Well, for information, would a three inch gili net mesh catch medium sized 
whitefish, or young whitefish ? — A. Oh, I could not tell, that is a net I never 
fished, but I would naturally think it would, because I have seen whitefish no 
larger than herring and a three inch mesh will catch herring, but I never fished 
with a three inch mesh in my life. 

Q. You think a three inch mesh will catch herring and trill also catch some 
whitefish ?— A. Oh, yes, I would think so. 

Q. Will a two and a half inch mesh catch any whitefish at all, that is, half- ' 
grown whitefish ? — A. No, I never saw it. I have used herring nets a while in the 
fall with my seines, but I never caught a whitefish in my life. 
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Q. Have you caught a herring of two pounds or one and a half pounds ? — A. I 
don't know. 

Q. Have you caught them a pound ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Welly th^n, a herring net of three inch mesh would catch a pound herring 
and would also catch a pound whitefish, would it not ? — A. Yes, a pound hei*ring 
and a pound whitefish is just about the same size or very near. 

Q. When do you think the herring are in the best condition for food ? — A. Well, 
we never catch herring here but once a year and that is the only time I know any- 
thing about them. 

Q. What time is that? — A. November, the latter part of October and Nov- 
ember. Oh, you might get a few any time in the year, what we call summer herr- 
ing, but I never care for them. 

Q. Are not summer herring good for eating ? — ^A. No, I never cared for them. 

Q. And you think that herring are very good in October and November, the 
spawning time ? — A. That is the only time we catch them here and they are good 
then. 

Q. Is that their spawning time ? — ^A. Oh, yes. 

Q. You do not fish for them in the summer months ? — A. No. 

Q. Are herring very numerous in this section of the lake ? — A. Well, not of 
late years they have not been, this last three or four years they have not been. 

Q. That is in comparison with what they were before, you mean ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Can you give any reason why that is the case? — A. Well, I don't know, I 
might give a reason, but it might not be correct ; I think the saw-mills along the 
coast have a great deal to do with it. 

Q. Then saw-dust would have a bad effect, is that what you mean ? — A. Yes, 
Bir. 

Q. Would that be floating on the surface or settle to the bottom ? — A. Well, it 
floats for a while until it gets water soaked, and then it settles on the bottom. 

Q. Then what effect has the saw-dust on the bottom of the water ?— «A.v The 
herring will not go there ; the herring is a very «shy fish, and they get saw-dust in 
their gills, and won't go there. 

Q. Where this settles on the bottom, is it on the spawning ground of the her- 
ring generally? — A. Very often, because when the heiTing go inside they always go 
into quiet waters if they can, and that is where that rubbish settled without a doubt. 

Q. What about whitefish, you say you used to catch whitefish, too ? — A. Oh, 
yes, quite a few years ago. 

Q. You do not catch them now ? — A. No. 

Q. Is that because you do not fish for them now, or because they are scarcer ? — 
A. No, I don't fish for them, I have not fished for them this last three or four years. 

Q. 'W here was your market for selling your fish, or where is it now ? — A. I sell 
to the local Canadian market, Toronto and Hamilton ; I have sent some to Buffalo 
in former years, but not much though, just enough to experiment on. 

Q. What was the price you used to get for the salmon-trout in former years ? — 
A. Well, I find fish in my experience a ^ood deal like anything else : sometimes when 
the market was over-supplied, you would have to sell cheap, and sometimes you got 
more, but you could range the market generally, say 10 years ago, sometimes you 
would have to sell at 3^ cents, and sometimes you got 4^ or 5 cents. 

Q. Well, about an average of 4 cents ? — A. Yes, about that. 

Q. What do you get now for them ? — A. Well, I am not selling on the market 
now, and I cannot tell you. 

Q. This refers to salmon-trout? — A. Yes, and whitefish the same. 

Q. What did you get for your herring ? — A. Well, what herring I caught, I 
always salted them and sold them salted. 

Q. At what ? — A. They used to average $4.50 ; if I averaged $4.50 per barrel 
for them, that was my standai-d price. 

Q. How many herring would go in a barrel, as a rule ? — A, Oh, good sized 
herring, about 27 or 28 dozen a barrel. 

Q. That would be the hemng when cleaned ? — A. Yes, herring with their 
heads on. 
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Q. You said you sold them at $4.50 to $5.00 per barrel, cleaned herring? — A. 
Yes, 38 dozen say of small herring. 

Q. Gould you sell herring at that time fresh at all ? — ^A. Oh, I could not get them 
to market, it was too far away. 

Q. They were salted because you could not get them to market ? — A. Oh, I 
might send a load down here but it would not be often. 

Q. I think you said that herring spawned in November — when do whitefish 
spawn ? — A. Oh, I think they spawn in JN'ovember. I don't think anybody here 
can ffive a very correct idea of when they spawn, because we don't know that ; I don't 
think they come on to these shoals to spawn, many of them. 

Q. What you mean by that is, that there are no whitefish spawning gi*ound8 
around here? — A. Well, if they spawn here heavily it is after we are done fishing 
opemtions. ' ^ 

Q. Have you had any experience with regard to losses of nets in any one month 
more than another from storms, and so on ? — A. Yes, c^tainly. 

Q. What month would affect you most? — A. Oh, I suppose there are more 
losses in October than any other month. 

Q. Is the weather generally any calmer or better in November or is it worse 
than it is in October ? — A, Very often we have a better November than October — 
with the exception of this year. 

Q. But the most stormy weather is October and November ? — A. Yes, 

Q. Do you say that your 2^inch mesh when you are hauling it would frequentr 
ly catch small herring but no whitefish? — A. No, sir. 

Q. You never noticed that ? — A. No. 

Q. Would you be able to discern with your eyes quickly the difference between 
a small whitefish and a small herring ? — A. Yes, quicker than a shot. 

Q. What is the difference ? — A. The whitefish is longer in the upper jaws than 
herring. 

Q. Is there any other perceptible difference that you could notice in a hurry — 
I suppose you do not pick a fish up and look at its jaw ? — A. Oh, yes, they are not 
the same shape. The herring is much rounder than the whitefish in his build. 

Q. What is the smallest sized herring that is marketable? — A. Seven-inch is 
about the smallest that is marketable ; if they come below that we would have to 
sell them at a smaller figure. 

Q. Then you never catch many under 6 or 7 inches in your nets? — A. No, not 
many. 

Q. Well, with regard to seine fishing, would the Sunday close season affect you 
very much with that kind of fishing? — A. I never hauled a seine in my life on Sun- 
day, but when I fished gill-nets I know it could not be done. 

Q. Then you all agree that it would be impracticable to keep the law as it now 
is, that nets should be taken up from six o'clock Saturday night until Monday morn- 
ing ? — A. You would have to commence taking them up on Wednesday to get them 
ashore. 

Q. Are you of the opinion that it is judicious on the part of the Government to 
have a close season for fish in the interest of the fishermen and of the fisheries? — 
A. Yes, if they are brought on at the right time. 

Q. Then you think clone seasons properly chosen are beneficial in the interests 
of fisheries ? — A. Yes, sir, I do. 

Q. And do you tbink that the spawning season as you formerly mentioned, is 
as nearly correct as possible ? — A. Well, I think all that gave their evidence before 
I did are all too early in regard to the whitefish. I do not think t*hey spawn until 
veiy late in November. 

Q. As a general thing with regard to your knowledge you have stated that her- 
ring and whitefish will, and do spawn in November? — A. les, I believe they do. 

Q. Is that correct ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know anything about the spawning of the salmon-trout ? — A. Yes, I 
believe they spawn in November, too. 
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Q. When were you in the habit of setting yoar nets out, as a rule, in the spring ? 
— Ay Oh, we set them here always when the ice went away, sometiVnes the middle 
of April and sometimes the middle of May and sometimes the first of June, but you 
can take an average of about the middle of May. 

Q. And you ash steadily on until when ? — A. Until the clé)se of the season, the 
way it is now. 

Q. When was it before? — A. Well, it was always to the Ist of November, but 
we could fish then after the 10th, the close season only continued from the let till 
the 10th of November, and we used to go out again and fish. 

Q. Well, then you fished on until stopped by the weather or the department ? 
— A. Yes, that was the only thing that would make us stop, if our health was good. 

Q. Do you carry on any winter fishing here for herring? — A. Nothing of any 
account. 

Q. In hauling your seines did you ever get any white bass, black bass, green 
bass, yellow bass or pickerel ? — ^A. Oh, I might have caught some pickerel, but 
nothing worth mentioning. 

Q. What is your opinion with regard to this new idea of hatcheries for propo- 
gating fish? — A. Oh, I think it is a very good idea if it is properly conducted. 

Q. Is there an anxiety on the part of the fishermen here to have one put up 
at Southampton? — A. Yes, I think that is a general feeling here on the part of the 
fiahermen; I think they have been slighted in that respect, becaase this used to be 
the most important fishing station on the lake, and we used to think we should have 
had a hatchery here long before now. 

Q. You say at one time it was considered the most important station on this 
shore of Lake Huron, why is it not now the most important station? — A. Well, a 
pumber of our fishermen now go off to better fields, go off to the Georgian Bay. 

Q. Why is it not considered the most important «station now ? — A. Well, fish 
have now become scarcer, and more fishermen are fishing. 

Q. And these are the reasons you give for the requirement of a hatchery ; 
fish are scarcer, and more men are fishing ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know anything about the different kinds of trout they say they have 
here ? — A. Oh, yes, I have seen all kinds of trout that comes in. 

Q. And do you think there are two or three different kinds of trout here? — A. 
Yes, three or four different kinds. 

Q. Then you beat the rest of them ?— A. I would just as soon be alone as with 
a crowd sometimes. 

Q. Three or four different kinds of trout, do you mean in their families or in 
their sizes ? — ^A. No, it is different families. 

Q. Different appeamnce altogether ?— A. Yes, different shape, size, colour, 
length, breadth and everything else. . 

Q. Would salmon-trout of a pound in size bo the same shape as one weighing 
15 or 20 pounds ? — A. No, T don't think so. 

Q. Well, then, might not these different shapes and sizes belong to the s^m® 
fish but at different ages?— A. No, you take a full-grown deep water trout and it ib 
different altogether from a fall fish. , 

Q. Have you any suggestions of your own to make. You sav you have been 
interfered with in your business, how is that ?— A. Well, I did not fish herring ttns 
fall on account of the information I got about the close season. I was told by tue 
fishery overseer that I would have to quit by the Ist of November, the close 
season. , «irv«^ 

Q. Did he tell you what close season it was for ?— A. He said it was the cioae 
season for herring. , ^ , 

Q. He told you it was the close season for herring?— A. Yes, and all nsn. 

Q. He said it was the close season for herring, did be ?— A. Yes, he ??^^2LT!^* 
in the notice that he got that the close season for herring was the Ist ot JNovemi:>ex, 
and he was going to carry that out. , . ^ ^ 

Q. Is there anythipg else that you have special cause to complain oi f a.. 

Yes, the close season, certainly. 
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Q. What is the trouble with the close season ? — A. It commences too early, or 
quits too late, either one or the other, it is too long. We had a close season here 
from the Ist to the 10th 6f November^ and we did not complain about that, and the 
law was carried out to the point. 

Q. What is the ^od of a close season of that kind when you all admit that the 
fish do not begin to spawn until after the 10th? — A. Well, if we do not catch them 
then we never will catch them. 

Q. You say the close seasons are too long; when should they commence ? — ^A. 
The 10th is plenty early for any good at all. ^ 

Q. Is this both for salmon-trout and whitefish ? — A. Yes. 

Q. What about the close season for herring, sir, when should it be ? — ^A. Oh, if 
I got my way, it would be the same thing. | would be satisfied if L never fished 
after the lOth of November, it would be too cold. 

Q. Have you any other special grievance ? — A. No, sir, if I got my way that 
far I would be satisfied. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. Have you got a farm ?-^A. I have got a small little bit of ground, sir. 
Q. Is your seine fishery on that ? — A. No, it is on the island, 1 fish on in the 
lake. 

Q. Who owns the island? — A. The Grovernment. 



DOUGAL MoCAULEY sworn :— 
By Mr. Wilmot : ' 

Q. Your residence, sir ? — ^A. Southampton. 

Q. Your occupation ? — A. Fisherman. 

Q. How long, sir? — A. Fifteen or sixteen years. 

Q. And your nationality ? — ^A. Canadian. 

Q. What sort of fishery do you carry on.? — A. Gill-net fiàhing. 

Q. With sail boats or tug ? — A. Tags and sail boats. 

Q. When you say " tugs " you mean more than one ? — A. Yes, we have two 
tugs, at least I have a partner that is in with me, but I am representing the com- 
pany. 

Q. You are a partner of what company 7 — A. MoCauley & Logan is the firm. 

Q. Where are their headquarters ? — A. Southampton. 

Q. Do they come under the head of an American company or a Canadian com- 
pany? — A. Canadian. 

Q. Wholly Canadian, is it? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And this company's outfit consists of the two tugs and how many boats ? — 
A. Well, one boat we have. We only run the two tugs, all summer we had a half 
interest in another boat but we sold it this fall, so that covers the whole. 

Q. And the fish you catch are? — ^A. Whitefish and trout, and herriog. 

Q. What are the proportions of each of these — are the salmon-trout the greater 
number or the whitefish ? — A. Salmon-trout are the greatest, and then the white- 
fish. 

Q. I hear of the ciscoe here from one or two parties, do you know that fish ?— 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know anything about that fish in Lake Ontario? — A. I have seen 
them, I have been on Lake Ontario. 

Q. You know the ciscoe then, do you ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is the ciscoe here about the same? — ^A. Well, they are just about the same, 
I have seen the ciscoe as large here, but as a general run they are a great deal 
smaller. I think there is another fish called the smelt over there just about the size 
of the ciscoe here. We have never fished them here to mal^e a business of it, there 
are plenty of them in the lake, the lake is full. 
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Q. Are they about the size of the ordinary herring ? — Â. They are smaller. I 
sent out a herring net with the fishermen just to see what was there and the net 
was just fall of them and of little wee trout. We just set the net there to see what 
would be in it. 

Q. The mesh of this net would be what ? — ^A. Two and three-quarters. It would 
only catch the larger ones and the smaller ones would get tangled up in the mesh. 

Q. And what size of trout would it catch ? — A. Oh, it would be just small little 
wee fish half a pound and under, just little wee things. 

Q. Amongst these small fish that you caught were there any other kinds of 
small fish besides the ciscoes and salmon-trout, did you catch any whitefish ? — ^A. 
There is no whitefish lives in that water, not what we call whitefish. 

Q. Well, are there any other kinds of whitefish ? — A. Well, there is another 
kind here what is called the moon-eyes. 

Q. They have nothing at all to do with whitefish. You say you know the ciscoe 
that is caught about Hamilton in Lake Ontario ? — A. Yes, I have seen them there. 

Q. And you think the ciscoe caught here is the same, only smaller ? — A. I think 
so; they are just as fat, and I have got them smoked and they are just as good, 
I never ate them better. 

Q. And you are quite satisfied in your own mind as a fisherman that they were 
neither herring nor whitefish ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And they are only caught in deep water, you say ? — A. Caught in deep water. 

Q. What would you call deep water ? — A. Forty-five fathoms and over, or forty 
fathoms and over. 

Q. What season of the year was it you caught the-se ?— A. Oh, you can get them 
any season, they have been a regular bother to us men fishing in deep water because 
they would come in the nets and there would come up perhaps half a dozen or a 
dozen ot these little minnows as we call them to one other fish. 

Q. Did you take notice whether the mouth of the ciscoe was the same as the 
herring or the whitefish ? — A. I did not. 

Q. Your fishery is in what waters? — ^A. Lake Huron, only from the port of 
Southampton. 

Q. The mesh of your nets is the same as the others ? — A. Just the same, 4^ 
inches summer fish, and 5j^ to 6 for fall fish. 

Q. Now, with this 4 or 4j-inch mesh what sized salmon-trout will pass through 
fVeely without being gilled ? — A. If he gets his head free he will go through if he 
weighs 2 pounds. 

Q. Two pounds and under will go through a 4-inch mesh ? — A. Oh, yes, and 
perhaps larger than that. 

Q. And how large a fish will pass through your 6i and 6-inch mesh? — A. Well, 
I guess about a 4-pound. 

Q. What sized fish might pass through a 3-inch mesh ? — A. Well, I could not 
give vou any idea. 

Q. Well, if a 2-pound fish will pass througrh a 4-inch mesh and a^4-pound fish 
will pass through a 5J-inch mesh, what size will pass through a 3-inch gill-net ? — A. 
Oh, 1 guess a pound fish would perhaps get through, I guess it would ; of course I 
have never given it any consideration. 

Q. Would a Impound fish go through? — A. I don't think it would. 

Q. Would one" pound and under go through ? — ^A. I could not swear to any 
particular weight. 

Q. Do you consider there is any difference in the quality of fish from one month 
to t he other during the season ? Don't take marketable pui*pose into consideration ; 
but when, in your estimation, is the fish the best for consumption for table use Î 
Per instance, what time would the salmon-trout, in your opinion, not taking into 
consideration cold or hot water or the marketable value, oe worth the most for 
domestic use? — A. I could not say. 

Q. Well, according to your own ideas? — A. Well, in September, I should think; 
I alwaysput them up for my own use at that time. 

Q. What are they in May and June ? — A. I could not tell you ; wo never get 
any of them. 
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Q. What about whilefish? — A. I think they are very good whenever we can 
get them ; it is seldom we can get them. 

Q. What about spawning time? — A, Well, I should think they would not be as 
good at the spawning time. 

Q. Whitefish are good at any time, you say, but moi-e particularly before they 
have spawned ? — A. Yes, I think so ; but I don't suppose we would catch one hun- 
dred pounds of whitefish after August here, because the fish are in deep water all 
the time. 

Q. Where are your markets for selling your fish ? — A. Well, Canada and the 
United States. 

Q. Do you sell altogether in Canada? — A. Well, we sell some in the Stat^ just 
wherever we get the best market. 

Q. But principally in Canada? — A. No, I think we sold over one-half our fish 
to the American markets ; I think, two-thirds to the Amencan markets. 

Q. Which market do you find the best so far as price is concerned? — A. They 
are both about the same so far as we are concerned ; we get the same price from 
each market. 

Q. The value of the salmon-trout is what? — A. Our fish is worth 4J cente. 

Q. And the whitefish ? — A. The whitefish is the same. 

Q. Do you ship on ice, or do you freeze ? — A, Wo ship in ice, and we freeze just 
a very few in the fall. 

Q. What fish do you freeze ? — A. October fish. 

Q. Why do you freeze jn October? — A. To supply the home market in the 
winter time. 

Q. What price do you get for your frozen fish in the winter?— A, From 5 to 5J 
and 6 cents; from 6 to 6 cents. 

Q. Have you ever sent any of these frozen fish to the States ? — A. No, sir, not 
this year. I sent some last year. 

Q. How did the markets hold out with regard to the winter fish you sent last 
year, are they higher than the summer fish ? — A. Oh, yes, frozen fish always sell 
higher. Fish are generally scarcer in the winter, and bring a higher price. 

Q. The Canadian market is not sufficient for you to pell all your fish in? — A. 
No, I tried it very hard this year, but I found out I could not do it, and I just tried 
to hunt the best market I could in the States. I sold the best I could in Canada; I 
shipped to thirty different men in one day, but there was none of them took over a 
hundred pounds. 

Q. In shipping your fish to the States do you have to pay the duty there ? — ^A. 
Well, we leave that to them ; we do not pay the duty, we sell them the fish and they 
can do what they like with it. I know nothing about it. 

Q. But you pay no duty ? — A. No. 

Q. How do you consign these fish when you send them over there — consign 
them to a house in Buffalo or wherever you send them ? — A. We send them right 
across the lino. For instance, we send to the Buffalo Fish Company ; we just mark 
down the price we get for them on the invoice and we give that to the express 
messenger. 

Q. A bill of lading is sent? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. With the quantity offish and the price? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You have nothing more to do with it then at all ? — A. No, nothing. 

Q. You get your money back, I suppose ? — A. Sometimes wo do and sometimes 
we don't. 

Q. Who pays the freight?— A. They pay the freight; they pay everything. 
We sell them here f.o.b. at from 4 to 4^, and 4f cents— so^e men you can get more 
from than you can from others — and some I have sold for 3 and 3f . 

Q. There is no demand made for duty? — A. No. 

Q. Is this the same price that single fishermen get for fish here from the Buffalo 
Fish Company and others ? — A. These are wholesale prices. We catch our fish and 
sell them ourselves to the best advantage we can to foreign or home markets. 

Q. And is your custom the custom pursued by the Buffalo Fish Company when 
they buy their fish from other persons ?— A. I don't know anything about their businese. 
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Q. Do vou buy fish from other fiehermen here ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And do you pay the same price that the Buffalo Fish Company pay for 
them ? — A. Sometimes I have paid more. 

Q, And sometimes less ? — A. No, I never can get them any less. 

Q. Do you know of your own knowledge the actual time many of these leading 
fish are actually engaged in spawning — take the salmon-trout ? — A. The salmon- 
trout is a fall trout. We have them spawn about the 10th of November, I think. 
I have about the same views as the other men have in that respect; I don't know 
any difference. 

Q. Do you think that some of them spawn before that time and some after it ? 
— A. Well, I think there might be an odd one, but I thiok that is about the season. 

Q. But do you mean to say that all spawn on the 10th of November ? — A. Oh, 
no, but about the 10th. 

Q. What about whitefish? — A. I think they are later, in my opinion. 

Q. What about herring? — Oh, we do not catch many of them. 

Q. Have you an idea that they spawn at the same time as the other fish, or 
what? — A. I think they are later. The herring have passed by this shore; there 
is no herring fishing done within thirty miles of here that pays at all. 

Q. Do you mean by that that it does not pay for the quantity caught, or the 
value of them?-\A.. It does not pay for the quantity caught ; it does not pay any 
way. 

Q. Are your nets affected the same as others who have spoken here, in the 
month of September, October and November, by the rough weather ? — A. Just the 
same, the same blows affect them all, but when we are fishing in deep water the 
blows do not affect them so much. 

Q. Well, the general impression is that it would pay the fishermen better to 
take up their nets in November than to leave them down, would that be your 
opinion ? — A. No; we would be very soriy to take them out, especially before the 
10th, if we were allowed to leave them in. If we were allowed to take our tugs out 
to the reefs, in the middle of the lake, in the month of November, I think we would 
take a great quantity of fish. 1 believe they take a great quantity of fish ; men 
from here go there and they say that is the case. 

Q. How far out is it that you go ? — A. We go out fifty miles or so, that is the 
general fishing gmunds in the summer time with the tugs, that is where we have to 
go to get sufficient quantities of fish to pay us. 

Q. How long have you been fishing here ? — ^A. Well, ever since I have been 
able to tish. I was brought up here. 

Q. Were you always obliged to go out that far ? — A. I think there was just as 
good fishing here this year as there was at any time since I started fishing; we go 
out there simply because with the tugs we can make the time going out. 

Q. I should think the longer you would be making the time the worse it would 
be ? — A. Well, if we can get a hundred more fish by going to the reefs, why, we will 
go there. 

Q. What about the Sunday close season ? — A. Oh, we could not do it at all ; 
that would mean no fishing at all with the gill-nets. We would set our nets on 
Monday and we could only leave them till Thursday or Friday, 

Q. Yon mean then that it is impracticable ? — A. Yes ; we never go out on Sun- 
day ; the men never were in the habit of going out from Southampton on Sunday. 

Q. What about these Americans poaching, do you know anything about that? 
— A. Well, we never can go out there to see them. 

Q, Is that in November, you mean ? — A. Yes. 

Q. What about the other seasons ? — A. Well, they have seen them, from 
Goderich ; they say that they fish right alongside just the same as they do else- 
where, but I could not give you any practical information about that, only hearsay. 

Q. Are you of the opinion that it is correct to have properly selected close sea- 
sons ? — A. I do, when theie are no hatcheries. We ought to preserve the fish. 

Q. That is both in the interests of the fishermen and of the fisheries ? — A. Yes, 
sir. 
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Q. And do you lay the whole responsibility upon the hatcheries ? If you have 
hatcheries, am I to infer that you do not want any close seasons ? — A. We do not 
want any close seasons if we have hatcheries. Probably my reason for thinking that 
is that when we had boats that could go out and fish in the same waters as the Am- 
ericans can we would catch just as many of the fish raised by artificial process as 
they would themselves ; we would not care a rap whether we fished inside or not if 
we fished out there. 

Q. Are you prevented from fishing on the American shore ? — A. Yes, it is too 
far across ; we cannot land our fish here. 

Q. Would you prevent the Americans fishing on our shores ? — A. I believe they 
would not poach as much, because when there is nobody looking at them they can 
go where they like. 

Q. Your idea is, if we have hatcheries we do not want any close seasons, 
and you would be willing that all people should fish on our waters at any time they 
chose, yourselves^ and othera? — A. Oh, I would not want others to fish on our 
waters; no. 

Q. Are you one of those who petitioned to have a fish hatchery established here? 
— A. Yes ; I don't know as I petitioned, but if I have not done so already I would be 
very glad to do it^ 

Q. You would petition for a hatchery here if they were to have no close sea- 
sons ? — A. I would petition for one whether there was close seasons or not. I would 
like to see a hatchery all right enough, and I would like to see the close season in 
force if there was a hatchery, 

Q. Are there any matters on which you have any suggestions to make yourself 7 
— ^A. Yes, I would like as far as I am concerned, and I think the rest of the fisher- 
men will fall in with my views, that if we had a certain day or a certain time for 
which to take out our licenses, and each man to get out his license at that time to 
fish during that season, and then it would be a benefit to those who are making their 
living by it. 

Q. Do you think everybody should get out his license at the same time? — A. 
Yes. 

Q. They have the privilege of doing that now, have they not? — A. Yes. There 
are two-thirds of the fish caught hero in the fall of the year that are caught by boata 
which do not pav for licenses at all, boats that are not fishing steadily for a living. 
There are some boats paying license and some that are not. We had to pay $50 
for those two tugs and they did not catch one-quarter the fish that the other boats 
did that did not pay for licenses. 

Q. And you think that all should be on the same footing ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is there a fishery inspector here at all ? — A. There was a fishery inspector 
come here the other day, collected $56 from me and burnt another man's nets. 

Q. Do you know that it is your own fault that you are not all on the same foot- 
ing?— A. No. 

Q. It is your own fault if you do not give some information regarding it ? — A. 
I look at it like this — if a hotel-keeper takes out a license, and another man sells 
whiskey in another store without a license, he is soon stopped. 

Q. You know as a fact that some of the fishermen do not pay license ? — ^A. Yes, 
I know that. 

Q. I think a good deal of that blame is attachable to yourselves for not inform- 
ing, because the department cannot see all over the Dominion. They have a fishery 
officer stationed at Goderich, and those of you who do pay license ought to «ve him 
some information regarding those who do not pay license. You say it is a fact that 
more pereons fish here without a license than those who do get a license ? — A. That 
is the case this fall as far as I know. I was told by the fishery overseer to tell the 
men to come up and pay him, but I had other things to do. 

Q. Have you anything else to make a suggestion about ? — ^A. No, sir, only I 
have been on the Sauble Beach this year, and I can corrcjborate the statement nuide 
by Mr. McKenzie, that the Indians are fishing there with 2^inch extension moaaux^ 
mesh nets. Whether it is injurious or not, I don't know. They do not catch many 
herring or anything else now, so I don't suppose it makes a great deal of difference 
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Q. Do thej fish at all times, through the close season and eveiy other time ? — 
A. I think they will fish whenever they can get a fish there. 

Q. But do they fish there at all limes ?— A. I don't know that. They don't 
stiul fishing until October, but there was not enoaeh fish there this last couple of 
yeara to pay them anyway, so it does not make much difference what mesh they use. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. Are you the managing partner in that firm ? — A. Idon'tknow, we just went 
together this fall, and we have both been managing as well as we could. 

Q. Do you think the profits of the company ftom year to year would be better 
if all your nets would be taken up the 10th of November, considering the loss of 
twine, and so on in that month ? — A, Oh, no, it would not be better tous. 

Q. If the whole of the fishermen would stop on the 10th of November, do you 
think it would be better ? — A. I cannot speak for all, but I think when we fish to the 
Ist of November, and have to take up our nets then, I think when the fishing is 
coming on pretty good, it would be more profitable for us to be allowed to fish to the 
6th or the 10th. 

Q. But take the average of yeai*8, would you be content that all the fishermen 
should take up their nets on the 1st of November taking it as a whole over all the 
ground, would it be more profitable from a business point of view? — A. Well, if 
everybody would take them up I would be satisfied, and stop everybody. 

Q. Do you approve of the license svste m being carried out strictly? — A. No, I 
don't like this license system at all. We have two boats down there and we can fish 
the same amount of nets as one of the tugs in them two boats for $10 and the tug 
has to pay $25 for fishing two boats' nets, and I don't think that is right, I think the 
tug's license should be $10. I am perfectly satisfied to pay license if everybody paid 
it, but I think the tugs are paying too much, and I think everybody should pay license 
and not jump on a few and let the rest so ft*ee. 

Q. 1)0 you think the tugs assist to bring the fish to market quickei: than the 
sail boats ? — A. Oh, yes, from a long distance, the boats do not go as far. 

Q. Are the boats* fish or the tugs' fish in the better condition ? — A. The boats 
do not go as far ; if the boats were to go the same distance as the tugs then the boats' 
tish would be in better condition, but they do not do that and the boats' fish are not 
in as good condition as the tugs' fish for the distance they go. 

Q. By going longer distances do vou think you get a better quality of fish ? — 
A. W^ll, going on these reefs that is fee best quality of fish we get ; they are not the 
same as the salmon-trout at all. / 

Q. The further out you- go, is that less injurious than fishing inshore ? — A. Yes, 
I think so, because we are fishing where they never fished before and these fish are 
not caught near shore anywhere within twenty miles of shore, and the tugs go out 
there and fish in places where boats never fished before. 

Q. Well, fishing as you do out in the middle of the lake with tugs do you think 
you would have a fair case to ask the department not to charge you anything at all 
for tugs as compared with oif shore fishing ? — A. Oh, I don't know. When we are 
fishing out in the middle of the lake we are perfectly satisfied to pay license because 
we do not fish all our nets there, but I think they should not pay any more than 
twice a boat's fee, because we do two boats' work out there and two boats only pay 
$10. 

Q. Does fishing with a tug and nets spread over a greater area than the sail 
boat fishing? — A. Yes, it does, in this particular point because the lake is so wide 
across here. 

Q. And do you interfere less with the sail boat men than if you had sail boats? 
— A. Oh, yes, they do not interfere at all with them in the summer. 

Q. rutting it in that way do you think it is unfair to discriminate against you 
as the owner of a tug and charge you such a heavy fee ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Commission then adjourned, to meet at Owen Sound, according to previous notice 
given, 
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No. 8.— OWEN SOUND, GEOEGIAN BAY. 

Evidence taken on Saturday, 26th November, 1892, at Owen Sound. 

Captain DONALD McDONALD called and sworn :— 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Your residence, Capt. McDonald ? — A. Owen Sound. 

Q. Your occupation ? — A. I am a fish-dealer. 

Q. Of how many years* standing ? — A. I commenced in 1856. 

Q. Your nationality? — A. Scotch. 

Q. What kind of fish have you been handling ? — ^A. Whitefish and trout. 

Q. In your fishing did you catch any herring? — A. Well, we catch some herring. 

Q. In what particular locality ?^A. I get them mostly at Club Island. 

Q. What are the limits of this island ? — A. I guess it is about a mile and three- 
quarters long, 

Q. What description of net do you use ? — A. I use the gill-net altogether. The 
mesh is four and a half and four and three-quarters. We use five and one-half in 
the fall. 

Q. What particular description offish do you catch in your summer net? — A. 
Well, I guess they don't average more than two and ono-quarter, I suppose they 
average that, and in the five and one-half they average about three and three-quarters 
to four. 

Q. What kind of fish will pass through freely ? — ^A. Well, we catch some that 
weigh one and a half, and under, and these will pass through the four and one-half 
mesh. 

Q. Well, what will pass through the five and one-half? — ^A. Well, I guess about 
two and one-half and under will pass through that. 

Q. Have you taken notice, during your experience as a fish-dealer, when the 
whitefish are principally caught ? — A. I think m the spring of the year. May and 
June. I think there is not much difference. They are also caught at times of 
spawning. 

Q. Where is your market? — A. I sell between Toronto and Hamilton down the 
line and other places over Canada. 

Q. Could you give me just a fair estimate of the values of these fish, what your 
salmon-trout were generally worth a pound ? — A. In the spring, I suppose they 
would average about 4 cents per pound, salmon-trout and whitefish. They run 
pretty near the same in autumn. Autumn fish don't get cut up so much. 

Q. What month do you find the most injurious or damaging? — A. Well, in some 
parts October is pretty bad. I have seen August a bad time, but you can't tell 
exactly. In the fall of the year the fishermen alwavs fish close to the shore. In 
the summer months, August and September, and in the fall, October. 

Q. What do you say about November? — A. This year it has been a pretty 
stormy month. 

Q. What do you say about the whitefish ? — A. Do not get any in the fall. 

Q. Do you know anything about the black hass ? — A. No, I have never fished 
any black bass. 

Q. Do you get any pickerel or herring ? — A. I have not had any great expe- 
rience in herring. I think they commence about the 15th of this month, but I 
have never fished many of them here, in deep water they may be earlier. 

Q. Do ^ou know of any instances when young fish are caught in any quantities 
and are unmarketable ? — A. I saw a man coming in with some and 1 would not 
take them. They were caught at Horse Island. 

Q. What might be the size of them? — A. I don't think they would be more 
than one pound and under. 

Q. You considered these unsaleable? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What do they do with them ? — A. I suppoefc they sell some of them. 
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Q. What would you mean by some ? — A. I don't mean exactly the quantity. JTo, 
I could not give any idea. 

Q. What is the usual way of setting the gill-nets ? — A. They are set oft the 
Btern of the boat. 

Q. How far out? — A. At différent distances from the shore, running from 30 to 
40 miles from the shore. 

Q. In what depth of water do you generally put these nets ? — A. There is a 
difference in thedepth of the water, but they are usually set in from 15 to 40 fathoms, 
iB this bay. 

Q. Where else do you fish ? — A. From 15 to 70 miles down and in Lake Huron. 

Q. Do you meet with many losses ? — A. Sometimes in the fall of the year I may 
have had some, but not many. 

Q. Do they remain in the nets ? — A. There may be an odd time when they 
remain in the net for a week or ten days according to the weather. 

Q. When do you usually take up nets ? — A. Well, that is according to the 
weather, too. In summer from two to six days will elapse before taking up the nets. 
In the later season in the fall I take them up every day, if possible. 

Q. Are the gilled fish alive when taken out? — A. They are generally dead when 
taken out. Well, sometimes they are dead. In warm weather the deaths are greater 
if the nets are left out. 

Q. Well, are these dead fish fresh ? — A. No, they salt them as they are not firm, 
and send them to the market. 

Q. Are these dead fish as fresh as the others ? — A. No, they are not. They get 
60ft in the net. The best and fattest fish die first. 

Q. If you were buying these yourself which would you take, those that had 
died in the nets, or those taken out alive ? — A. Of course, I would take the live ones. 

Q. Do you think the salt cares the dead soft ones ? — ^A. Well, I suppose it helps 
them. 

Q. Where are they sold ? — A. They are sold in MontreaKand Toropto, and some 
of them are sent to the States. 

Q. Have you noticed them so far advanced after death that they were not fit 
to bring home ? — A. I have seen a few, not many though. 

Q. Does this refer to both salmon-trout and whitefish? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Whether do salmon-trout or whitefish die first in the nets ? — A. I have seen 
both. 

Q. What is the size of twine you have in nets ? — A. We call it number 50 and 
60 in the summer. In the fall, 40 and 45. 

Q. Do you ever see any Americans fishing in our waters? — ^A. I fish up in the 
end of Lake Huron with the Americans on one side and us on the other. 

Q. Do you think they were fishing in our waters or not ? — A. I could not say. 

Q. Do the Americans always come there ? — A. I think they generally come 
there. 

Q. Do you believe in the close season ? — A. If it is kept right. 

Q. Are you of the impression that close .reasons are advisable ?—^A. Certainly, 
they are if kept right. 

Q. Can you give any information with regard to the increase, are fish plentiful? 
— ^A. No, they are not. Fish are not as plentiful as formerly. 

Q. Has there been a great falling off? — ^A. I could not ciay. I think the white- 
fish is less and has fallen off most. 

Q. Can you assign any cause for this? — A. I believe it is caused by overfish- 
ing. Four and one-half meshes should not be allowed in this bay, it should be 4f. 
Four and one-half is too small, as immature fish are caught. I would recommend 4^- 
inch mesh, nothing less. 

Q. Have you any other reason that vou could assign for falling off of fishing ? — 
A. I don't know. Close seasons should be made to suit different localities. 

Q. Do you think catching fish during spawning season would have an effect of 
reducing supply ? — ^A. Certainly. The taking of fish during spawning time must 
necessarily reduce supply. 
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Q. Do you do much herring fishing ? — ^A. No, not of any coneequence. 

Q. "When do you set nets? — A. About the Ist of May, and they are kept in 
until the close season, which is' the 1st of November. 

Q. Do you think they all take up nets on the Ist of November ? — A. No, I 
don't think so. 

Q. Do you think it is correct to have a license law allowing fishing to be carried 
on ? — ^A. I don*t think there is any benefit in it. 

Q. Do people fish now without license ? — A. Well, I suppose they do if they 
can get rid of it. 

Q. What is your idea of the system of hatcheries ? — A. I believe if they are 
used right, that it is the best thing could be done. I think they are beneficial if 
properly conducted. 

Q. Would you like one here ? — A. Yes, sir. I think it would be a good idea. 

Q. Do you think it advisable to catch fish during the spawning season ? — A. No, 
I think it is advisable to have a close season, and if possible the Americans should 
have one too. 

Q. Are you a fish-dealer ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What part of the bay ? — A. About 80 miles from here. 

Q. How long have you "been here ? — ^A. I am here six years. 

Q. Are the trout as plentiful now as when you started ? — A. No, I don't think 
they are. 

Q. Are the whitefish ? — A. They are gone altogether. 

Q. How are the herring ? — A. I never do much at them. 

Q. Do you know all the different kinds of nets ? — ^A. I am not much acquainted 
with pound-nets. 

Q. You knowjmuch about seine-nets ? — A. No. 

Q. Do you regard gill-nets as wasteful ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know anything about seines at all? — A. Not very much. 

Q. Are they served with tugs as well as sail boats ? — A. Certainly. 

Q. Is the fishing principally carried on with sail boate ? — A. There are a good 
many tugs. 

Q. Do you know anything about black bass ? — A. I don't know anything about 
them. 

Q. Do you ever sell them ? — A. I never bought them. 

Q. As a fish-dealer would you think it to your advantage if the public would 
protect the fish in the close season ? — A. I suppose the fish would be more plentiful. 

Q. Ten or twenty years ago whether was salmon-trout or whitefish the most 
plentiful ? — A. Whitefish were. 

Q. What would you consider a large catch of whitefish, ten or twenty years ago ? 
— A. A thousand whitefish would be considered a pretty good catch. 

Q. At the same time what did you consider a large catch of salmon-trout? — ^A. 
From ÛVQ to six hundred. 

Q. What would you call a large catch now ? — A. I was told that a man got 
about 200 trout, but he did not get any whitefish. The salmon-trout are more 
numerous than the whitefish, and I think there should be more protection given to 
the whitefish than to the salmon-trout. Another cause for the scarcitv of fish is 
the saw-logs brought across by the Americans, which disturbs the feeding and 
spawning grounds. 
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Captain EDWARD DUNN called and sworn :— 

By Mr. Wiimot: 

Q. Your residence ? — A. Owen Sound. 

Q. Your occupation ? — A. A mariner. 

Q. For how long? — A. I carried fishermen on boats for years, and I have been 
among fishermen a good deal for many years. 

Q. Your nationality ? — A. English. 

Q. What description of fish have you particularly noticed ? — ^A. Since I have 
been made fishery officer I have particularly noticed all kinds of fish caught in these 
waters — in Georgian Bay and Lake Huron and the North Channel. 

Q. Which were the most particular kinds of these fish ? — A. The great majority 
were whitefish and salmon-trout, and not a very great quantity of herring, 

Q. Do you know the description of nets used ? — A. The small gill-net. 

Q. Do you know if pound-nets were used? — A. Well, not in Georgian Bay. Gill- 
Deta were used in Georgian Bay, and pound-nets in other waters. 

Q. Do you know of seine-nets and hoop-nets being used at all? — A. Oh, yes. 
I destroyed some 50 or 60 hoop-nets this last season as they were fished illegally. 

Q. In what manner were they fished illegally? — A. They are an illegal net, 
and are not allowed on the Georgian Bay. 

Q. What did you do with those nets ? — A. I burnt them. 

Q. Were these your ordera from the department? — A, These were my instruc- 
tions. 

Q. Did yon notice the size of the mesh in these hoop-nets ? — A. They were 
small, very small, about 2 inches and less, extension measure, or 1 inch square. 

Q. What description of fish would these nets principally take ? — A. That depends 
upon the locality : if near a marsh, principally perch, bass and small pickerel, and 
all kinds of smaller fish. 

Q. Were the nets that you seized principally trap-nets and hoop-nets ?— A. Yes, 
Dot pound-nets. 

Q. Do you ever get any young whitefish ? — A. A few herring, whitefish 
don't go near these meshes. In the larger nets, the trap-nets, mostly pickerel in 
these. 

. Q. Would you get any small herring and whitefish in these trap-nets ? — ^A, Yes, 
unless the mesh was. made larger and lor catching larger fish. 

Q. What is generally done with these small fish ? — A. They sold them to the 
dealers, that is if the dealers would take them. I don't know how small ones the 
dealers would take. Sometimes they would not take the very small ones, and, of 
course, I never saw the fishermen taking them out, but I have seen the fish they 
have sold at the fishing stations, ready for shipping, etc. 

Q. Don't you know whether they were thrown away or not? — A. I don't know. 

Q. What is your opinion of the hoop-nets ? — A. These nets are very destructive 
on account of the smallness of mesh and taking these very small fish. 

Q. Has there been much of this work going on ? — A, There has been a great 
deal of it going on along the north shore. It is a very difficult shore to guard. 

Q. Do you think there are thousands of small channels in which this work is 
carried on and therefore difficult to stop? — A. Oh, yes, it is difficult to stop. 

Q. Do you know when the salmon-trout and whitefish are in their best condi- 
tion? — A. I would say in the spring. 

Q. Do you mean to say that they are better then than at the spawning time? 
— ^A. Oh, yes, better than at any other time in these months and perhaps till the 
middle of July, until the water begins to get warmer. All fish caught here are 
marketed in the States, principally in Buffalo. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the market value for them? — A. The fishermen 
get from the dealers about 3f to 3^. 

Q. Who are these dealers? — A. Well, a number are representatives of the 
Buffalo Fish Company. There are some independent ones. 
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Q. How do they pick up these fish from the nets ? — A. Well, some by sail boats 
and some by tugs. Toe American companies have stations on the shore where they 
take in the fish to ice and put in these cars. 

Q. Is there a practice of the tugs going and taking the fish from the nets oat of 
the watei*s ? — A. Ino. 

Q. Can you give us your opinion when the salmon-trout are ready for spawn- 
ing? — A. Well, what these former gentlemen said is correct with regai*d to this 
pai't of the lake. The salmon-trout are ready for spawning during the latter part 
of October and during November. 

Q. Does this apply to the whitefi^h? — A. I think not. Whitefish are somewhat 
later. Formerly they caught them in December. 

Q. Do you know anything about when herring spawn ? — A. No, I do not. 

Q. About this Sunday close season, what do you think of that? — A. I think 
that is not practicable to be carried out. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the Americans fishing in our waters? — A. No, 
nothing. I have heard of it, but don't know of it for certain, at least in the waters 
over which I have had contrpl. 

Q. What is your idea with regard to clone seasons, is it necessary to have them ? 
— A. Mof^t decidedly, I think so, for all parties, fishermen and all. 

Q. Within your knowledge, do you know whether the fish are increasing or 
decreasing ? — A. Decreasing, literally decreasing. 

Q. Whether is the salmon-trout or whitefish decreasing most? — A. I have heard 
fishermen say that whitefish are, but I know there are more whitefish shipped than 
salmon-trout. The quantity of salmon-trout shipped in the summer is not more 
than one-third of the whitefish ; in the fall there are more salmon-trout, in October. 

Q. How long have you taken observations with regard to fishing in these 
waters ? — A. Well, more particularly since I was appointed fishery officer, from 
about 18P0. But I have cariied fish for the traderu the last twenty-five years. 

Q. What is your experience with regard to falling off in autumn? — A. The 
fishermen in those days would not have one-quarter of the net used now, and would 
take more fish than with the present quantity used, which is much greater. 

Q. What do you think is the cause of decreatie? — A. By overfishing, and by 
too small mesh net. 

Q. Any other cause that would bear upon the matter as to seasons? — A. Catch- 
ing them during spawning seasons. 

Q. Is there any winter fishing carried on here? — A. Not on this shore, but 
along the north shore there is considerable done through the icer for pickerel. 

Q, Do you know something of the pickerel? — A. Yes. They spawn in the 
spring. This spring I got in the neighbourhood of 1,500 which were caught with a 
seine. It was a few days before the close season was out, about the 12th of May, 
and there was a large quantity of spawn found in them at that time. 

Q. Do you know anything of sturgeon ? — A. There are many taken in some 
parts, but I don't know when they spawn, 

Q. Have you heard the fishermen say when they spawn ? — A. They told me in 
the spring, in April. They then go up the rivers to spawn. 

Q. Do you know anything about black bass? — A. I have seen considerable 
of them among the islands. There are very few on this shore, they are largely 
taken on the north-east shore among the islands. 

Q. How are they taken generally? — ^A. Principally by these illegal nets, hoop 
and trap-nots. 

Q. What is done with them? — A. They are sent to the States, and you never 
can get the accurate quantities, they deny All information, and they sell them as 
soon as possible. 

Q. What time of the year are they taken ? — A. In the earliest part of the sum- 
mer, from May and June all through the season. 

Q. Hav6 you any idea when the spawning of the black bass is? — ^A, Yes, in the 
spring. 

Q. Do you know any month in particular? — ^A. May and June, I should say 



from the 15th May to the 15th June. 
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Q. Have you anythiu^.to say with regard to the hatcheries ? — A. Of coarse I 
only know of them from wnat I have read, and I think they are a great aid, to eay 
the least of it, to keep up a supply offish. 

Q. Should they be increased in number? — A. If it is possible to support 
these. 

Q. What are your ideas as regarding 'the sizes of mesh in nets ? — A. I think 
that the 4|-inch gill-net should not be used for taking whitefish, smaller than 5-inch 
will take half-grown fish. I think they should be 5 inches. 

Q. What about the pound-net mesh? — A. I think the pound-net should be pretty 
much the same size. The twine of them is coarser. 

Q. What do you think about the system of having the pound-net pots only 2 
inches in extension? — A. I don't believe in it. I think it is ruinous. 

,Q. In catching herring, what would you call a good-sized herring mesh ? — A. 
A 2^ to 3-inch mesh. 

Q. Do you think the guardianship is sufficient on these waters ? — A. Well, I 
think the guardianship is not sufficient, pai*ticularly at close season, and that 
depends upon locality. Guardianship is not so particularly required along the 
BOuth shore as on the north shore. 

Q. Who are the buyers ? — A. The ordinary dealers. 

Q. Do you think a system of licensing the dealers would have a tendency of 
checking illegal fishing? — A. It might. 

Q. Do you think that fishing would be a more paying business if net^ were 
taken out of water on the Ist^f No vember ? — A. I think so, in the end. 



JAMBS TELFOED called and sworn:— 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Your residence? — A. Owen Sound. 

Q. Your occupation ? — A. Banker. 

Q. Your nationality 7 — A. Scotch. 

Q. What description of fishing are you desirous of giving information on? — A. 
Trolling exclusively, in Owen Sound Bay. 

Q. What kind of fish?— A. Salmon-trout. 

Q. Are there any other kind ? — A. A very odd time a pickerel. 

Q. Any bass ? — A. No, I never caught any. 

Q. What description of troll did you use? — A. A bait that I make myself, 
imitation of a herring, a spinning bait. 

Q. With one hook or more ? — A. There are three hooks joined together at the 
neck. Two hooks'in one bait. 

Q. When do you think salmon-trout is in its best condition for market and 
domestic use? — A. My experience goes clean against what I hear. There are some 
very good fish in June, but my experience is that they are as good in October as 
any other time of the year. Fish that have spawned are not good, or that are far 
advanced ready to spawn. 

Q. Your fishing is for your own domestic use? — A. Yes; I never sold a fish in 
my life, nor never caught one out of season. 

Q. Have you made any observation as to what time the salmon-trout eggs are 
mature? — A. Salmon-trout come on the grounds for the purpose of spawning about 
the 15th of October. They do not come till about the 27th of October to the mouth 
of the bay for spawning purposes. 

Q. Have you taken any observation with regai^d to whitefish ? — A. No, I know 
very little about them. 

Q. What is the usual size of the salmon-trout you catch ? — A. Salmon-trout 
average from one pound up to throe pounds. 

Q. Do you troll in spring months as well as in fall? — A. A little in June. 
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Q. What is your opinion with regard to propriety of having a close season at 
time of breeding? — A. I think there should be a close season, and I think there 
should be no discrimination between trollors and net fishermen. 

Q. How long have you been here ? — A. I have been here for over forty years. 
A great deal of fishing is going on during the close season, and I think it should 
be stopped. I accidentally came across a man who has been in the habit of taking 
a load of fish down to Markdale every year and selling them, and he would have 
this year, only he had not time. 

Q. Did he buy them or sell them ? — A. He bought them. 

Q. Did he buy these fish from the fishermen ? — A. Yes, and take them to the 
interior and sell them. 

Q. This is all during the legal close season ? — A. Yes, and I am sure this is also 
done by trollers. 

Q. What class of individuals do you call the troUers? — A. The farmers living 
in the neighbourhood. 

Q. Could this, with any amount of reasonable guardianship, be put a stop to? 
— A. Yes, I think it could. 

Q. What has been the state of the fishing during your experience? — A. About 
six years ago we had the best year's fishing I have ever seen, and I don*t know a 
great deal of difference from my own experience. But from the fishermen they seem 
to have decreased. 

Q. To what would you attribute the cause of this decline? — A. Fishing during 
the close season, and having appliances better for capturing fish. 

Q. Have you taken any notice whether another cause would be from throwing 
of polluted matter into the water? — A. Not in my own observation. 

Q. Have you formed any idea of the artificial culture of fish ? — A. I think it 
would be more successful than the natural way, and I think it should be encouraged. 

Q. Do you think it would be a means of benefit to the fishermen ? — ^A. I think 
so. 1 would like to say that I think the 1st of November would be a suitable time 
for the close season, to commence, for if made on the 15th of October we would have 
no fishing here at all. I think also that there are more fish caught in June than at 
any other time. 

Q. Can you give any particulars about the whitefish? — A. No, I cannot. 

Q. In some places some of the fishermen think that by fishing on one side of 
the lake, tbe other side will be affected. Do you think so with regard to Georgian 
Bay ? — À. Well, no, I don't think so. 

Q. How long have you fished here ? — A. About eighteen years. 

Q. When the fish begin to fall off here, do the fishermen then go farther north. 
Where do the fish go to? — A. My experience has been confined to this bay, so I 
cannot say anything about that. 

Q. Do you think that the fishermen carrying on a fishing business with capital 
invested in it would be more likely to break the law than those who take it up tern- 

Eorarily ? — A. I think that the great bulk of fishermen I haVe seen are inclined to 
reak the law. 

Q. The spawning time of this bay is about the end of October, you say ? — 
A. Yes. 



EOBEKT Mcknight called and sworn:— 
By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. Your residence ? — ^A. Owen Sound. 
Q. Your occupation ? — A. Registrar of the county of Grey. 
Q. Your nationality ? — A. Irish. 

Q. Have you been a resident here long ?— rA. For over 20 years. 
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Q. Were you at one time engaged in fishing ? — A. Yes, but to no great extent. 
I have bought and handled some of the fish. That would be about 20 years ago. 

Q. What kind of fishing was this ? — A. Salmon-trout and whitefish. 

Q. In the waters of the Bay of Owen Sound ? — A. Yes, off Cape Rich. 

Q. What is the extent of your Bay hero?— ^A. About 10 miles. 

Q. What description of net did you use? — A. Gill-nets, similar to what are 
used at the present time. 

Q. Then thoy'were then home-made nets; they are now factory nets? — A. I 
believe so. The present nets are certainly of factory make. 

Q. Have you any recollection of the size of the mesh ? — A. No, I don't know 
the size of the mesh used then. Fiom casual observation I fancy they are about 
the same now as then. 

Q. Have you ever taken notice when the fish are in their beet condition for 
market and domestic use ? — A. In my estimation they are as good in October as in 
any other season of the year. 

Q. Where did you market your fish in those days ? — A. Mainly in Canada. 
Sometimes in Buffalo, but never sold any in the States outside of Buffalo. I was 
not very largely engaged in the business. 

Q. Is there any change in value? — A. Yes, they bring a hotter price now. 

Q. What do you suppose is the cause ? — A. Well, I don't know. 1 suppose the 
population is greater and the fish are scarcer, whitefish especially, but I don't think 
salmon-trout are much scarcer, if any. 

Q. Don't you think the anglere are more expert. — A. Well, I think so. 

Q. Goulds you give a pretty fair idea of when fish are ready for spawning? — A. 
My observation goes to snow that up to the 1st of November, about perhaps 6 or 
7 per cent have spawned ; and the balance are about ready for spawning. After- 
wards probably through November. 

Q. What do you think about the whitefish spawning ? — A. I don't understand any- 
thing about the time whitefish spawn, but there are next to no whitefish now, when 
20 years ago they were plentiful. I have known 1,600 not an extraordinary catch. 
Boats use to come in loaded with them, and at present there are practically none at 
all. 

Q. Can you assign any cause for that falling off? — A. No, I cannot, except 
overfishing. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the herring ? — A, Not to any great extent. 
Occasionally 1 caught some, but herring fishing is not an industry here at all. 

Q. Have you in your observations found that there is any mouth in the autumn 
that is more destructive than others to nets, &c. ? — ^A. I know that the latter end of 
October is frequently quite destructive, and I presume it would be nothing better 
in the following month. 

Q. Have you noticed any destruction of the smaller young fish ? — A. Not to 
any extent. 

Q. Do you know anything of the Americans poaching on our waters ? — A. Not 
to any extent. 

Q. It is reported that the American fishermen fish in our waters ? — A. Oh, yes, 
that is a common report, but I don't know its value. 

Q- I think you already mentioned that it is judicious to have proper close sea- 
sons ? — A. Oh, yes, and I think proper time is spawning time. 

Q. About the increase or decrease offish, what do you think about it? — A. My 
conviction is J/hat along this shore of the Georgian Bay salmon-trout have decreased 
very little, if any at all, but whitefish have become almost extinct. I am 8]>eaking 
of along this shore only. 

Q. When is the usual time for fishermen to put their nets out? — A. Along the 
coast here about the 1st of May, sometimes earlier, and kept out until the close sea- 
son as a rule, not on the same grounds of course. 

Q. Are you prepared to give any opinion on the usefulness offish hatcheries? 
— A. I think if they consist in replenishing the wants they would be a decided 
advantage. 
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Q. Do you think it would be advantageous to have hatcheries erected? — ^A. I 
certainly do, and the prevailing opinion, as far asl know, is that they should be greatly 
extended and multiplied. 

Q. Do you think it would be advantageous for the fishermen to have one built 
here? — A. I think so, but I don't know much about the real value of increasiug the 
fish. 

Q. What do you think is the principal foo'd of the salmon-trout? — A. Princi- 
pally herring, but I think they will eat almost any living thing. 

Q. Have you formed any opinion with regard to the difference between the 
pound-net and the gill-net? — A. 1 don't know anything about them. 

Q. Do you know that large numbers of the fish caught are unfit for food ? — A. 
A small proportion are. I know that I would not buy one that is not fresh, for I 
tiiink they are unwholebome for food. 

Q. These fish ai e nevertheless sold, are they not ? — A. I don't think that drowned 
fish are sold to any extent. They are salted, as a rule, and are not used as fresh. 
Salting will not restore them to proper condition. 



JOHN McKENZIE called and sworn:— 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Your residence? — A. Owen Sound. 

Q. Your occupation? — A. I am a lighthouse keeper. 

Q. Your nationality? — A. Canadian. 

Q. You are not engaged in fishing then? — A. No, sir. I occasionally fish for 
herring for home use. I was a fish-dealer about thirty years ago and kept at it for 
about fifteen years. 

Q. What kind of fish did you deal in?— A. Principally trout, and occasionally 
some whitefish 

Q. Any other kind? — A. A few herring. 

Q. Where were your grounds? — A, For trout around Cape Croker in 1868, and 
at Horse Island and Fritz William. 

Q. What sort of nets did you use ? — A. The Indians principally fished by trolling. 

Q. How did you catch|fi8h ? — A. I was trading, and I bought them from the Indiana. 

Q. What kind did they catch ? — A. Salmon-trout. 

Q. What time of ihe year did they catch these? — A. The Indians started to 
catch about the 4th of September and fibbed until the 15th ot October, at which 
time the fish had done spawning. ^ 

Q. You bought these fish fresh? — A. They were all salted fish, as freezers were 
not known then, not in Canadian \ïaters. 

Q. This work was done by trolling ? — A. Principally. There were some nets, 
of 5-iuch mesh, with thread No. 40 to 60. 

Q, In what season would the fish be in their best condition ? — A. They would 
be best from the 15th to the 29th of September, and after that some of them would 
be a little fiabby. Yiah caught with troll are much better than those caught with 
net. 

Q. Where was your market? — A. Detroit was the best market. 'Some went to 
Toronto and elsewhere. 

Q. What did you get for fish in those days ? — A. The fish sold for $4 a pack- 
age. Worth from $3 to $4 a package of one-half barrel of 100 pounds. 

Q. What is the true time for salmon-trout to spawn ? — A. Salmon-trout spawn 
earlier at Horse Island, and along Manitoulin Island, generally about the 15th Sep- 
tember to the 15th October. 

Q. What about whitefish ? — ^A. I don't know anything about whitefish. A thou- 
sand fish for one are caught at the north end of Georgian Bay and around Manitou- 
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lin Island, and the present close season is therefor no use for the north end of the 
bay, as the fish spawn so much earlier. 

Q. What do yon mean by spawning? — A. Coming in on the shore and laying 
their eggs; they are done spawning by the 15th of October. ' 

Q. Is it the temperature of the water that makes the fish spawn earlier ? — A. 
A. Yes, I do think so. 

Q. Is the water warmer down here than up there ? — A. Yes, as a rule it is. 

Q. Have you seen many young fish caught; and thrown away? — ^A. Never. 

Q. Have you had any experience with regard to Americans in our waters ? — 
A. They don't come over here. 

Q. J>o you think it necessary to have a close season? — A. I don't think the 
close season is of any possible use. They continue fishing, and the close season as 
at present kept becomes ruinous, because it is not actually carried out, for many 
persons put out their nets without any interruption; but I think hatcheries will 
save the tishingj if there are enough of them. 

Q. Are the fish as numerous as they were 20 years ago ? — A. No, fish have 
become scarce to what they were. The cause of this is overfishing in summer; 
but hatcheries will cure everything and save the fishing. 



No. 9.— MEAFOED. 



Mbapord, Nov. 30, 1892. 



Mr^ Wilmot, as chairman, in his opening address stated what the nature of the 
meeting was in the following terms : — 

" Gentlemen, in opening this meeting I beg to introduce Mr. Harns here, as my 
colleague; Mr. Marks, of Port Arthur, has ulso been appointed, but has been unable 
as yet to attend. Mr. Harris is engaged largely in the fisheries himself, and he6ce 
he has been appointed to practically assist us in this work. Mr. Huggard, of Barrie, 
will act as secretary and stenographer." 

Mr. Harris then addressed a few remarks to the meeting, stating; that he had 
fished in Lake Erie when the fish were plentiful, and now they were almost reduced 
to a herring fishery only in that lake. He also stated that any gentlemen who could 
give information on the subject of the fisheries would be gladly received, and that any 
evidence so given would be for the benefit of the fishermen in that part of the country. 
He stated that Mr. Wilmot would inform the meeting of the position he occupied in 
this country with regard to his engagement with the Fishery Department. He was 
of the opinion that the fisheries of the country should be protected and sustained. 
He stated that he had been called by the Government to join in this Commission 
and assist in getting information, and called upon any gentleman who was desirous 
of giving his views in the capacity of a fisherman; when Mr. James Pilgrim volun- 
teered to give a statement. 



JAMES PILGRIM was sworn, and gave evidence as follows : — 

By Mr. Wilmot: 

Q. Where is your residence, Mr, Pilgrim? — A. Mcaford. 
Q. Your occupation ? — A. A fisherman. 
Q. How long? — A. About twenty years. 
Q. ïour nationality? — A. Canadian. 

Q. What kind of fishery are you engaged in ? — A. Whitefish and salmon-trout. 
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Q. Do you catch any other Éind of fish of importance ? — ^A. No, none of 
importance. 

Q. What particular waters do you fish in ? — A. That is o^ing to the season of 
the year. * 

Q. Do you fish generally in the Georgian Bay ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Where in the Georgian Bay, and at what seasons? — A. In the spring and 
summer on the north shore, and in the autumn at Meaford. 

Q. What description of net do you fish with? — A. Gill-nets altogether. 

Q. Any pound-nets or seines or hoop-nets ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. What is the size of the mesh you use in your nets? — A. In summer, nets 
4^iuch mesh. 

Q. And what in the autumn? — A. Five and a quarter; that is, in the fall, in 
September and October. 

Q. What kind of fish do you get in the summer with a 4i-inch mesh? — ^A. 
Whitefish, the majority of them. 

Q. What might be the average size of the whitefish that you get with 4^inch 
mesh ? — A. The average size is two pounds. 

Q. Do you catch any salmon-trout in this mesh? — A. A few. It is according 
to what waters wc set in ; if we set in 30 or 40 fathoms the n\ajority will be trout, 
as a role, but if we sot in shallow water from 12 to 20 we get whitelish, 

Q. What may be the average of the 20 and 30 fathoms trout? — A. About two 
and a-half pounds. 

Q. And in all your calculations, are they dressed fish ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What proportion do you consider is lost in dressing? — A. Oh, about half a 
pound, perhaps, to a fish, according to the size of the fioh; there would be about 
a fifth of the fish lost in cleaning. 

Q. When a whitefish is dresse J, you say they weigh two pounds? — A. Yes, sir. 

.Q. What sized whitefish will pass through your 4j-inch net readily and escape? 
— A. One and a-half pounds will go through, as a rule. 

Q. What will pass through the larger mesh ? — A. Three pounds and under will 
pass through a 5-inch mesh. 

Q. And fish of this size you speak of would be marketable? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Small and large? — A. Yes, sir; down to three-quarters of a pound or loss. 
The dealers will take anything. 

Q. Do you think it advisable, in the interests of the fisheries, that these smaller 
fish should be caught ? — A. No, sir, I do not. 

Q. Have you any reason for stating that ? — A. Because they are not mature. 

Q. That is, unable to reproduce their kind ? — A. Exactly so. 

Q. Have you made any observations, Mr. Pilgrim, as to when fish are in their 
best condition, that is, in their primest condition for food or market? — ^A. It is 
according to what kind of trout. 

Q. What kind of trout have you ? — A. We have two kinds of trout, anyway. 

Q. It is said one is a sunimer trout and the other is a fall trout? — A. Yes, we 
call them summer trout, because they are different to the fall trout. 

Q. Is the summer trout the "potgut"? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And are they smaller than the others? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What is the average size of these "potguts"? — A. I could hardly say; 
sometimes we get one seven or eight pounds, but the average size is throe pounds. 
The large grey trout will run sometimes to seven or eight pounds. 

Q. What about this other kind of trout ? — A. The other kind go about four 
pounds — they are black and a dificrent shape and are quite a large trout; we call 
them shoal trout. 

Q. When are they caught ? — A. In September, October and November. 

Q. Is that the season they come in to shore ? — A. Yes, sir; about November 
they are the most numerous. 

Q. What is the average size of those trout ? — A. About four pounds, sir. 

Q. Are there any larger than that ? — A. Yes, they sometimes will ron up to 40 
pounds. 
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Q. What ifl the average of the larger ones? — A. They average from 8 to 10 
poands. 

Q. These latter ooes only^ come in daring the fall months on the shore? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. What do they come to the shore for ? — A. I presume to spawn. 

Q. When are Ihe summer trout or potguts in their best condition ? — A. T think 
in the spring of the year, May or June — ^1 would imagine that they are in better 
condition in May and June. 

Q. When are the black trout or fall trout in their best condition I — A. I should 
say the black trout are in their best condition in September. 

Q. Where are your markets principally for your fish ? — A. Tn the United States. 

Q. Wholly or partially ?— A. Wholly. 

Q. Do you ship these younself? — A. 1 do from here, myself, to the United States. 

Q. Do you sell any for home consumption ? — A. An odd one— the home consump- 
tion is small. 

Q. Where do you ship them to?— A. To Buffalo. 

Q. Do you ship them to the Buffalo Pish Company ? — A. I ship to S. H. Davis 
and Co. 

Q. Do you pay any duty on the fish sent over there ? — A. No, sir, 

Q. Could you give me the value of the salmon-trout, as a rule, that you get ? — 
A. We have had 4 cenfl^ per pound for salmon • trout, fully 4 cents, and for 
whitefish the same. 

Q. What proportion of your catch as between salmon-trout and whitefish is the 
greatest ? — A. The whitefish, four-fifths of my quantity or catch for shipment on the 
north shore is whitefish. 

Q. Do you catch any whitefish on the south shore ? — A. I do, sir ; yes. 

Q. Are they small in number? — A. Oh, quite a number. There is not more 
than one-fifth taken on the south shore of what is taken on the north shore in the 
summer time. 

Q. Where is the south portion of the shore ? — A. From Colpoy's Bay to Col- 
lingwood or to Cove Island. 

Q. How far is Cove Island from here ? — A. Oh,^I couldn't say exactly. 

Q. Where do you get the most of your salmon-trout? — A. About Moaford — we 
get the '* pot-guts " principally off Mcaford here, and between hero and the north 
shore in the middle of the bay in the summer time. 

Q. Are the black trout taken off Meaford shore? — A. Yes, sir'; along there. 

Q. What is your experience about the spawning of flsh-^I think you said 
salmon-trout come here in September and October and November — when is their 
ripest time— when do their eggs fall most freely from them ? — A. I think about the 
10th of November. 

Q. Do you mean by that, that they spawn some before and some after that 
time ? — A. les, sir; I have seen them spawning in October — different fish at differ- 
ent times. 

Q. Now. with regard^to whitefish, when do they spawn ? — A. There are two or 
three different classes of whitefish. 

Q. When is their spawning season?— A. I think from the 20th of November up 
to the 1st December — thereabouts, 1 think. 

Q. May there be some before and some after ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When do you notice whitefish first beginning to go on their spawning 
grounds; how early? — A. On the north 8hore,«about the 25th of October. 

Q. On the south shore, when ?— A. About the 20th November. 

Q. Do you know anything about the hening spawning ? — A. No, sir; I am not 
acquainted with the herring. 

Q. Nor bass ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Nor pickerel? — A. Not much, 

Q. Are you not prepared to say when they spawn ? — A. No, sir. 'pu 

Q. In your experience as a fisherman, what is the most perilous time of the 
year for you to carry on your work in regard to your nets? — A. It is according to 
the kind of work- you do; the shore fishing is most dangerous in November. 
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Q. When is the fishing most dangerous in deep water? — A. It is about the same 
throughout the season. 

Q. Do you think there is much difference as to destruction of the nets in the 
summer months? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know anything about any quantities of small, immature fish being 
caught and disposed of ?— A. No, sir. 

Q. Are there not some immature fish caught by accident with a gang of nets, 
for instance weighing 1^ and 2 pounds caught ? — A. Not many. 

Q. There is a clause in the Act that says that all nets must be taken up od 
Saturday night and put down again on Monday morning; what do you think about 
that ? — A. It could not be done here. 

Q. Do you think that it is impracticable? — A. I am sure it is. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the Americans fishing or poaching in our 
Canadian waters with tugs by gill-net fishing, or pound-net fishing? — A. 1 have no 
knowledâ:e of it, sir; I don't know of that being done on the Georgian Bay. 

Q. What is your idea as to whether there should be a judiciously chosen close 
season in the waters of Canada or not? — A. I think the close season if properly kept 
would be beneficial. 

Q. Do you mean if the otfioers would see it properly carried out? — A. Yes, sir; 
I mean if all persons were kept undei* the same rules ; I mean the Americans as 
well as ourselves. There is no une preserving fish for tik) Americans. 

Q. When are the gill-nets generally set down ? — A* In the spring of the year. 

Q. When do you commence fishing? — ^A. As soon as the ice is out; sometimes 
the 10th March, sometimes 1st May. I think it is generally about 1st May. 

Q. When do you usually take them up ? — A. Kie last day of October. 

Q. Is there any winter fishing carried on here? — A. Not to any extent, there is 
little fishing done after December. 

Q. Do you know of any bass fishing being carried on in the bay at all? — A. 
No, sir. 

Q. Do you know of any spearing or shooting offish practised? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you formed any opinion with regard to artificial culture of fish ; do 
you believe it would be beneficial ? — A. I can't say; I don't know, you could tell 
me more about that. 

Q. What is your impression of the matter? — A. I can't say decidedly, but I 
think artificial culture or artificial production would be good and should be 
encouraged. 

Q. Which of all the fish that frequent the bay do you consider the most 
valuable in the interests of the fishermen ? Whitefish or salmon-trout? — A. The 
Canadians would sooner have the trout, and the Americans the whitefish, as a rule. 

Q. Now, of those two, which is the most profitable for the fisherman ? — A. The 
whitefish is the most profitable. 

Q. Taking it all through the season ? — A. Yes, sir, all through. 

Q. Which of these two kinds of fish have fallen off most in the Georgian Bay? 
On the south shore which have fallen off the most? — Ji. I should say whitefish; 
they have left here; we can't catch them the same as we used to. 

Q. On the north shore, how is it there? — ^A. I can't say much about that — I 
never caught any fish on the north shore in the fall. 

Q. Can you give any reason for the falling off of the whitefish ? — A. I think 
they have gone to some other spawning grounds — I don't think it is because they 
are caught — they don't come hero, they have gone elsewhere to spawn; they may be 
caught in the summer, for all I know. 

Q. Do you think this falling off is caused by overfishing ? — A. No, sir, 1 don't 
think so. 

Q. Nor from killing them in spawning time? — A. No, I don't think so. 

Q. Do you mean to say they have nearly all disappeared? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q^ Have you any knowledge of the quantities of whitefish that were caught, 
say, ten or fifteen years ago along the south shore ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What was the average catch in yeai-s gone by in Ihe bay? — A. Sometimes 
500 and sometimes 1,000 and 1,500 were taken at once. 
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Q. What amount of nets would that require? — A. One gang of nete. 

Q. What might be taken now ? — A. I have never tried any in late years. 

Q. What time of the year used these large hauls be made ? — A. They were 
taken from the 20th of November to the 10th of December. 

Q. Can you not give an opinion of what may be taken of late years ? — A. Oh, 
there may be about one-third taken now — ^thore might be lots of them out there this 
year. 

Q. Would this apply to palmon-trout also as compared with former years? — A. 
I don't see any difference in the trout. 

Q. How would it compare with former years? — A. Oh, 300 or 400 fish is an 
ordinary catch — sometimes more or sometimes less. 

Q. What might it be in the last two or three yeai^s ? — A. I think about the same — 
they are as thick as ever they were since I have been fishing, the black trout are as 
plentiful as ever. 

Q. Now, have you any suggestions to makeofyourown, Mr. Pilgrim? — A. No, 
sir. 

Q. Do these questions cover the general information that you can give us on 
the subject? — ^A. I think they would cover all that would interest the fishermen, in 
my opinion. 

Q. With regai-d to potfnd-nets, have you any knowledge of pound-nets ? — A. 
No, sir, I have no knowledge of them. 1 would know a pound-net if 1 saw it and 
that is about all. 

Q. Have you been in the habit of noticing shipments of fish as they pass through 
here to the United States? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you ever noticed the size of them particularly, the size of the fish that 
would be in the course of transit? — A. They would be about the size of what I have 
told you. 

Q. Have you ever seen any immature fish in the course of transit ? — A. No, 
sir. There are very few go. 

Q. The reason I ask you that question is this — because reports come from lead- 
ing men of the country that all the small fish shipped tx> the United States are sup- 
posed to be caught about the Manitoulin and Duck Islands — you say you have 
never seen them ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. What is the greatest length of nets you have out at one time? — A. About 
12,000 yards, I guess, 

Q. Would it be less injurious if you all fished with uniform meshes?— A. I think 
so, yes. 

Q. If a uniform mesh were ordered for Lake Huron and the Georgian £ay — 
what should that be ? — A. It should be about 4f -inch, a very fair mesh. 

Q. Should that be for both whitefish and salmon-trout? — A. Yes, sir. 

v^. What season of the year have you the greatest length of nets in the water ? — 
A. Just about the middle of the summer. 

Q. When do you take them up ? I mean take them up all together for the 
season ? — A. About the 30th October. 

Q. What do you take them up during the summer for ? — A. Only to attend to 
them, that is all. 

Q. Do you think it would be better for the fishermen if everybody were to take 
tbem out during the close season? — A. There is no doubt all would fare better; 
some do fishing late, and some don't — some obey the law, and Eome don't— it is all 
cne-sided the way it is now. 

Q. Do you think it should be made universal? — A. I think so, the law is not 
carried out; I know there is a close season, but it is not observed. 

Q. Do you fish with a sail boat or with a tug ? — A, A tug. 

Q. Could you fish with a greater length ol net — fish more fathoms of gill-nets 
than you have?— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Why don't you ?— A. Too poor to get the nete. 

Q. Do you fish up to the full complement of your license now ? — A. Yes. 

Q, I suppose the real reason you don't fish more nets is because if you applied 
for more you would not get them ? — A. Yes, sir; the licenses eay 12,000 yards. 

171 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ontario Fishery Commission. 

Q. Do you lose much length of twine during the fishing season ? — ^A. No, sir. 

Q. Where fishermen are fishing with tugs do they lose as much twine as me& 
fishing with sail boats? — A. I don't think it would make much differoncc; a mftn 
losing his nets is his own fault. 

Q. I suppose you can lift your lines easier with a tug than a sail boat ?— A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Is a tug a better boat to fish with ? — A. I think so. 

Q. If you were able to get them, how much more net could you fish with ?— 
A. I could, if allowed, fish with 24,000 yards. 

Q. With regard to the size ot your fish, do you notice any decrease in the size 
of fish caught now ac) compared with what wore caught 12 or 15 years ago-— will 
trout and whitefish average the same ? — A. There is no diminution that I can 
observe. 

Q. What about the summer trout ? — A. There is no falling off of trout or white- 
fish, 60 far as I know. 

Q. Do you think the moon has any influence on the times of the fish spawn- 
ing ? — A. I don't know, I don't think it has. 



GILBERT PETER McINTOSH was then sworn, and replied as follows:— 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

' Q. Your residence, Mr. Mcintosh ? — A. Meaford. 

Q. What is your occupation? — A. A fish dealer. 

Q. How long have you been engaged in the work ? — A. About 30 years. 

Q. What is your nationality ? — A. A Canadian. 

Q. What kind of a fishery have you been carrying on ? — A. Whitefish and 
trout principally. 

Q. Do you catch any other fish at all besides them ? — A. Not extensively. 

Q. Where have you been carrying on your work ?— A. On the north shore of 
the Bay latterly. 

Q. Whore formerly ? — A. At Meaford and Tobermory. 

Q. What kind of nets do you fish with ? — A. Gill-nets. 

Q. Always gill-nets ? — A. Well, I don't see them myself, but where I have been 
dealing they are gill-net fishermen. 

Q. No trap-net fishermen ? — A. Tmp-nets ain't allowed in the Bay. 

Q. Can you say anything about the size of the mesh used ? — A. Yes, sir; I b^ 
lieve they are 4J for trout, whitefish, and for summer fish. 

Q. What for fall fish ? — A. Five and 5 J, principally 5J-, sometimei 5 J. 

Q. Hrtve you any remarks to make on this question — do you think 4|t-inch mesh 
is a correct mesh ? — A. No, I don't. 

Q. For the summer fishing? — A. No, I don't. 

Q. What would be a correct mesh ? — A. Five inches. 

Q. Five inches should be adopted ? — A. Yes, 5 inches should be adopted. 

Q. Why should a 5-inch be adopted ? — A. My only reason is that I believe that 
the small net, the 4^inch, has been the means of reducing the quantity and quality 
offish. 

Q. What do you mean by that — reducing the standard of the size of the fish? 
— A. No ; but there is too many small, immature fish caught. 

Q. What about 5 and 5J-mesh, do you think that too small for the autumn fish ? 
— A. I think that is about right, 5J or 5J would be right. 

Q. Should they all use a 5 or a 5J-inch mesh ? — A. The autumn mesh ahouM 
be 6J, in my opinion, all over. 

Q. Is tifiat because the fall fish are larger ? — A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Would that apply to both salmon-trout and whitefish ? — A. No, not in 
all localities — there is a locality on the north shore that a 5-inch mesh would be 
necessary to use. 

Q. Very well — would you adhere then to the 5-inoh mesh for the whitefish and 
salmon-trout ? — A. Nothing less than 5-inch for any fish, either whitefish or trout, 
should be used. 

Q. With the present 4^inch raesh for summer fish, how small or what sized 
fish would pass through freely ? — A. It would be quite a small fish, perhaps IJ or IJ 
pounds. 

Q. Would you consider such fish immature and unable to breed ? — A. Yes, sir, 
I would. 

Q. Have you formed any estimate as to when fish are in their best condition 
for market — as to when salmon-trout are in their primest condition for food? — A. 
The male of any kind of fish is good at any time. 

Q. When are the females, then, in their best condition ? — A. I think in the spring 
of the year, in June and July. 

Q. Can you give me any reason why they are better in June and Jvily^ is it be- 
cause they are most remote from the spawning season ? — A. The chances are tbat 
that would be correct — I think it is a very correct idea. 

Q. Now, Mr. Mcintosh, why is a male fish good at all times? — A. Because the 
male does not carry anything and is not pregnant at any season of the year. 

Q. If that is your reason and no other it is erroneous. I will give ray views to 
you later on. — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where do you market your fish generally ? — A. At Buffalo. 

Q. Do you ship them direct 3'ourself ? — A. Yes, I ship them direct. 

Q. Do you sell any in the Canadian market at all ? — ^A. Very few. 

Q. Will your average of the price compare with the last witness? — ^A. About 
the same. 

Q. I would like you to tell us when are the eggs most free to fall from the 
palmon-irout?— A. The salmon-trout are in their prime for spawning about the 10th 
November, that is, the black trout or shore trout. 

Q. Will some spawn before and some after that? — A. Yes, oh yes. ' 

Q. What about the summer trout, the "potguts," when do they spawn, or do 
they spawn ut all ? — A. I have no perfect knowledge of that — I think they spawn 
later on than the black trout. 

Q. When do the whitefish spawn ? — A. November, I think. 

Q. When are they ripest to lay their eggs at that time? — A. At the latter end 
of November whitefish are ripest to spawn, that is in localities that I know. ^ 

Q. Do 8ome spawn later and some earlier? — A. Yes, but principally in the lat- 
ter part of November. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the herring spawning time ? — A. No, I <fo not 
know. 

Q. Do you know anything about the bass, I mean the spawning time? — ^A. I 
don't know. 

Q. Have you taken notice what time is the most destructive for the fishermen 
to fish their nets ? — A. It depends upon the season ; there is no doubt but the fall of 
the year is the most destructive time. 

Q. What month? — ^A. October and November. 

Q. Which do you think is the woi-st month from general opinion ? — A. I should 
think November. 

Q. Have you any knowledge as a dealer about this complaint of immature small 
fiâh being caught and pold ? Have you seen many of these small fish on the market, 
pr sent to the markets ? — A. I have seen them. 

Q. Do you mean in transit to the market? — A. Yes, J have had them myself. 

Q. Have you seen small fish in packages for shipment ? — ^A. Yes, I have seen 
them. 

Q. Have you any idea where they came from? — ^A. Yes, from different parts, 
different localities. I think there is more small trout on the south shore than on 
the north shore. 
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Q. Do yoa think there are more small ûah caught ou the south shore than on 
the north ? — A. I should judjre that is so. 

Q. In what quantities h^ve you seen them shipped, what size might the small 
fish be ? — A. Well, from | to 1 J pounds— quite small fish. 

Q. Are these fish as valuable as the others? — ^A. Well, in some places they are; 
nowadays they maybe, but formerly we could not dispose of them at all, but we can 
do so now. 

Q. Well, have you seen these small fish in large quantities ? — ^A. No, nothing 
extra l^rge. 

Q. What do you call a package? — Well, they ship them in small cars, that is 
small cars put on railway cars. 

Q. W^at would ihere be in each small car? — A. Well, there would be from ten 
to fifteen hundred pounds in each car, but there may be very few small fish in them, 
perhaps not any. 

Q. Where do you ship to? — A. To different points, Buffalo, Detroit, Hamilton 
and other places. 

Q. Do you think it injurious to the fisheries to catch these small fish? — ^A. Yes, 
I do. 

Q. Why do you think so ? — A. Because they are immature young fish and have 
not got their growth and are unable to breed. 

Q. Do you know any points outside the Geoi'gian Bay fi*om which these small 
whitefish are brought here or to CoUingwood ? — A. No, I don't know. 

Q. Have you no knowledge of the fish on the Manitoulin or Duck Islands?— 
No, sir, I have not. 

Q. What about the Sunday close season ? — A. Well, if that is enforced here yon 
might as well take them up the other parts of the year. 

Q. You think, then, it is impracticable? — A. I say it is impracticable. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the Americans poaching in our waters ? — A. I 
have heard they do a little. 

Q. Bat you don't know personally? — ^A. I don't. I have heaixl that fish are 
taken i^ the Canadian waters by the Americans. 

Q. What is your view with regaixi to the protective laws for the preservation 
offish in their breeaing time, or do you believe that a pi'operly selected close season 
is beneficial? — A. I don't think it is generally necessary — it is necessary for fall 
trout, but that is all. 

Q. What for the other fish, should there be a close season for their protection ? 
— A. I think there are other remedies better than a close season. 

Q. What arc the remedies ? — A. Too small a mesh is used with gill-nets — ^you 
should compel the use of a larger mesh. 

Q, Is there any other remedy ? — A. I think that is the principal cause of the 
decrease of fish, it is the small meshes in the gill-nets. 

Q. Would that not apply to the pound-neis too ? — A. Certainly it would. 

Q. Do you think that the trout have diminished in. size from former years to 
the present time ? — A. I think summer fish have. 

Q. To what extent do you think ? — A. To a pretty largo extent to what they 
were 25 or 30 years ago. 

Q. What about autumn trout? — ^A. I can't discern any difference, they remain 
as before. 

Q. What about whitefish?— A. I think ihey have diminished too, I think the 
whitefish are smaller than they were. I think in some localities the whitefish have 
diminished in size very much. 

Q. Can you give any reason for that? — A, I think it is all on account of the 
nets with small meshes. 

Q. How large or heavy should a trout be to enable it to reproduce ite kind, 
before it is fit to spawn ? — A. I have seen salmon-trout at 3 J spawning, principallv 
3i or 4 pounds — of course that is a dressed fish. 

Q. feat at what size will salmon-trout usually be able to spawn? — A. Well, tba: 
is rather a difficult question to me. 
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Q. What woa Id you call immature? — A. Weil, salmon-trout are immature at 
2^ pounds, they should not be caught that size. 

Q. What about whitefish, when are they immature do you think ? — A. I would 
call a whitefish at If pounds a pretty small fish. 

Q. What is your idea with regai*d to artificial culture of fish ? — A. I think it 
good if properly carried out, I think it would be beneficial. 

Q'. You think it would be beneficial to extend the work? — A, Yes, T think so. 

Q. What about a hatchery here, do you think it would be of service here? — ^A. 
I think it is the very place for a hatchery, there would be plenty of spawn got 
here. 

Q. Whether do you consider the salmon-trout or whitefish the most plentiful in 
this bay, and which are the most profitable? — A. Well, the whitefish are the most 
profitable and the salmon-trout are the most plentiful. 

Q. Do the whitefish pay the fishermen the best ? — ^A. Well, I think you would 
get more whitefish on the north shore, and on the south shore you would get more 
salmon-trout than whitefish. 

Q. Which is the most valuable of the two ? — 1 think the whitefish is the most 
valuable of the two. 

Q. Which has fallen ofi' most, ti'out or whitefish, in comparison with former 
years ? — A. I cannot say ; it is impossible for me to say. 

Q. Can you give any statement with regard to the quantities that were caught 
by fishermen in former years along the south shore here at oi*dinary catches ? — Oh, 
I have seen one boat take two thousand whitefish — taken from one gang of nets. 

Q. You say you have seen two thousand whitefish taken in former years ? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Where was that ? — ^A. Right here in front of Meaford. 

Q. Would that be considered an excessive catch ? — A. No, it would be an 
ordinary catch. 

Q. How is it at the present time ? — A. Well, the last eight or nine years the fish 
seem to have disappeared — there are but few left — a very few got in the last eight 
or nine years — the fall fishermen can't get but very few. 

Q. What is the cause of this falling off, do you think ? — ^A. I can't give any 
reason for its falling off from one year to another. 

Q. What about the salmon-trout that you caught at the same time ? — A. The 
trout are about the same now as formerly ; the black trout are as plentiful now as 
in former yeare. 

Q. Is that the general impression of the people here ? — A. I think the general 
impression is that the fish are falling away; I believe the fall fish are as plentiful 
as ever, but not the summer trout. 

Q. Is there a marked falling off of the summer ti*out ? — ^A. I think they are 
falling off very rapidly. 

Q. And is it still your opinion that it is the meshes that has caused it? — A. Yes, 
I think it is by reason of the small meshes. 

Q. Have you any suggestions you would like to make yourself with regard to 
anything that would conduce to the interests of the fisheries ? — A. Nothing par- 
ticular more than I would like to see larger meshes used, and hatcheries introduced, 
according to my opinion, that would be more beneficial, and the close season 
abolished. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. What are the fall months when applied to fishing? — A. October, November 
and December. 

Q. Is there any considerable net fishing done in this bay without license ? — ^A. 
Not that I am aware of. 

Q. At any time? — A. No, not that I am aware of — I think they all pay their 
licenses. 

Q. Do you think there are not any illegal nets in the water ? — A. I have never 
interfered with these nets, and I don't know. 
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Q. What is the size of mesh in the pound-nets in these waters ? — ^A. I don't 
know about the size, but think they should be regulated the same as the gill-nets 
are, 

Q. Are any fish taken direct to the United Stfttes Without calling at the Cana- 
dian ports ? — A. No, not that I know of. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. There is no wish to implicate anybody or yourself, but aren't you aware 
there is a great deal of fishing carried on during the close season ? — A. I might 
tell you that there is — 1 never done any myself — I don't know it myself, but I 
think there is some done. 

Q. Genei*ally by whom ? — A. By the farmers and people along the shore- 
there may be some done by farmers. 

Q. Do yon think it right for some people to be allowed to fish and others not to 
in the close season — is it right for one to be allowed to break the law while othera 
are not ? — A. I should say it is the same as any other legal oflEence. 

Q. If there is a close season at all it should be enforced alike ; is that year 
idea ? — A. Yes, certainly. 

Q. And all put on tne same footing? — Yes, all treated alike. 



Mr. MoINTOSH, re-called :— 

Q. What is your idea with regard to the propriety of having every boat num- 
bered and the owner's name put on it? — A. That is the very thing that we are 
fighting for; every boat should be numbered and the buoys numbered, and then all 
licences issued nhould mention that the boat should have the owner's name and 
number, and upon their buoys also— there are two buoys on each gang of nets — and 
that the number should be put upon the issue of the license. I think that that would 
be a benefit to the fishermen themselves. 

Q. What is your opinion with regard to the allowing pound-nets or trap-nets ; 
do you think they should be allowed, in the interests of the fisheries, if properly 
regulated? — A. I think so. 

Q. What is your reason for this ? — ^A. Well, because pound-nets or trap-nets do 
not interfere with the feeding grounds of the trout or whitefish. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. I suppose pound-neis would be taken up the Ist November and not laid 
down after that ? — A. No, I don't think so, because the weather is getting very 
rough then. 



ADAM H. STEPHEN was sworn, and stated as follows :— 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Where do you reside, Mr. Stephen ? — ^A. Meaford. 

Q. What is your occupation ? — A. A druggist. 

Q. And your nationality ? — A. A Canadian. 

Q. Are you practically engaged in the fishery yourself? — A. No, sir. 

Q. How long have you resided here ? — A. Well, 1 have been in this neighbour- 
hood ali my life. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the fishery interests and fisheries? — A. Yes, sir, to 
a certain extent I have been out among them. I have been up the lakes four or 
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five times a year. I followed it when young for eight or nine years; latterly by ob- 
servation, but formerly practically for a living. 

Q. What do you wish to suggest, sir — that is, with reference to mesh of nets ? — 
A. I would be unable to answer that. I would like to answer some of these ques- 
tions with regard to the close season and the cause of the depletion of the fish. I 
would be able to answer some of them, I think. 

Q. Very well, then. When are the fish ripest to spawn — that is, the salmon- 
trout ? — A. Well, on this shore, up at Yale's Point, they commence a few days 
earlier than here — about the 1st November there, but here they commence about 
the 5th of November. 

Q. When are the salmon-trout ripest to spawn ? — A. From the 28th October to 
the 15th November ; that is, shore trout. 

Q. What about the summer trout ? — A. Well, summer trout spawn, as far as I 
can understand them, they have spawn in August. 

Q. The summer trout have spawn in them in August ? — A. Ves. 

Q. When do they lay their eggs ? — A. I can't say when they lay their eggs. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the whitefish, Mr. Stephen? — A. We used to 
catch great numbers of whitefish off the shore here when I was fishing in what is 
called the " mud hole," about eight miles off Meaford. 

Q. At what time of the year ? — ^A. Well, after the black trout season was over; 
that would be from the 20th of November through December. 

Q. What were they in this mud hole for? — A. I don't know. I don't think they 
either made a spawning ground or a feeding ground of it. 

Q. Were they there numerously? — A. Yes, eight years ago. 

Q. What do you mean by numerously? — A. I have taken ashore 1,500 whitefish 
out ot one net. 

Q. Was this pretty general ? — A. Yes, at that time of the year and during the 
month of December. 

Q. Do you meaa by other fishermen too? — A. Certainly. Until December — 
during November and December; from the 25th November and through December. 

Q. Well, what were these fish doing there ? — A. I don't know; they were full 
of spawn. 

Q. When they left there, do you know where they went to ? — A. No, they all 
went out at once. 

Q. What year was that ; do you recollect ? — A. What I mean to say is, they 
would leave this fall and next year they would not be worth fishing for — not worth 
the loss to nets and lines. They seemed to have left that place altogether since 
then, and for a number of years they have not fished it; but they have begun again, 
and I don't know the result until they lift these nets. 

Q. Can you assign any reason for their leaving that place? — A. No, 1 cannot 
assign any special reason for their leaving. 

Q. Were the salmon-trout as plentiful at that time, and could you give us any 
idea of any number caught in boats at that time ? — A. I have seen 600 trout taken 
off Vale's Point at one lift with 2,000 yardn. 

Q. But Mr. Pilgrim brought more than that in this year ? — A. With the same 
amount of net — I don't know the quantity of net Mr. Pilgrim had. 

Q. What do you say about the mesh of the net as used for catching salmon- 
trout — is it a correct mesh ? — A. I could not n&y anything about the size of mesh; 
there was nothing said about it when I used to fish. 

Q. Do you know anything about herring at all ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you any idea when these fish may be termed immature fish ? — A. No, 
I don't know anything about that. 

Q. What is your idea about having proper laws for the protection of fiwh ? — A. 
I consider it so difficult to enforce that law that it would be better to use the money 
in supplying hatcheries that we have now spent in trying to enforce the law, and 
exact a larger license from the fishermen. The money that is spent in a cruiser 
and that sort of thing should be spent in supplying hatcheries. I am of the opinion 
that the fish in the Georgian Bay and Lake Huron migrate — that the fish that are 
caught at Goderich, the same fish can be caught at any harbour in Michigan. 
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Q. Why should not the same class be caught on both sides ? — A. Why then, if 
we have the close season ip Canada and not in the United States, there will be no 
fair-play in that. If the two Governments would make arrangements to supply 
bat<îheries, I think it would b^ better than a close season. 

Q. What is your opinion with regai-d to the falling off? Which have fallen off 
the most ; what can you say about that ? — A. I agree with Mr. Mcintosh that there 
should be a uniform mesh. 

Q. What should that mesh be? — A. I think it should be not less than 5 inches 
and a uniform mesh. 

Q. What about fall trout ? — A. I don't wish to say anything about them. 

Q. Bo you wish to say anything about whitefish ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. What can you say about the logs and bark in the waters that is complained 
of? — A. I had a long talk with Noble, a fish dealer, and I have talked with others 
on the shores of the Bustard Island, and it seems that after every storm the nets are 
clo/rgod with bark from the logs passing through the Georgian Bay, and it gives the 
fishermen a great deal of trouble and their nets are spoiled by the bark which comes 
off the logs and which is ripped off the logs and sinks to the bottom, and the current 
sweeps it along and it catches in the nets ; it gets entangled in the meshes of the 
nets and spoils them until it is picked out. When in the net it is soft, and when 
brought ashore it gets hardened and I believe it seriously affects the fishing. 

Q. How can this be remedied ? — A. This can be remedied by making the con- 
tractors peel the bark off the logs before the logs are towed across the bay; it is 
done in take Winnipeg, and we ought to have it done here. 

Q. Has this been going on for several years ? — Yes, and is on the increase now 
that the duty is off the logs. 



JOHN NELSON was sworn, and gave the following evidence : — 
By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. Where is your residence, Mr. Nelson ? — A. In Meaford. 

Q. Your occupation ? — A. A fisherman. 

Q. Of how long standing ? — A. Fourteen years. 

Q. What id your nationality ? — A. A Canadian. 

Q. What kind of a fishery have you been engaged in ? — ^A. Whitefish and salmon- 
trout. 

Q. Is it with gill-nets in the Georgian Bay? — ^A. Yes, sir; and in Lake Huron 
part of the time, three or four years ago. 

Q. The last four years ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. What would you like to touch upon in your evidence more particularly? — 
A. The size of the meshes. 

Q. What should the size of the mesh be, in your opinion? — A. Four and a half 
for salmon-trout and whitefish in the summer season. 

Q. When would you use the other sized mesh ? — A. In the fall, in August, Sep- 
tember and October. 

Q. What size would you use then? — A. From 6J to 6 inches. 

Q. Have you any remarks to make upon these meshes : I think you said yoa 
had something to say about them? — A. Mr. Mcintosh means to bay that the 5-inch 
mesh would be of no earthly use on the north shore of the Georgian Bay in the 
summer season, as it is whitefish we catch. 

Q. l>o you say that salmon-trout don't amount to anything on the north shore 
in the summer time? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you think a larger mesh for fall fishing should be adopted ? — A. Yes ; 
any place I have been fishing lately. 

Q. Where have you been this year ? — A. In Lake Huron on the east shore and 
the north shore of the Georgian Bay, and I used a 5è and 6-inch mesh for both 
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salmoo-trout and whitefish in that season of the year, and I think that size should 
be adopted. ' 

Q. That is during August, September and October ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now just tell me why you used a 6^ and a 6-inch mesh ? — A. Simply 
becauMC the whitefish and salmon-trout caught on the north shore of the Georgian 
Bay are the largest at that season of the year, and they are not caught at any other 
time there. 

Q. Why do you go fishing there in September and October for these fish — 
what do you think brings these fish there at that time ? — A. I suppose it is their 
spawning grounds. I should judge it was for spawning purposes. You don't catch 
them at any other season of the year, anyway. 

y. About how far from the shore do you fish ? — A. About ooe mile and a half 
from the shore when they first come in. 

Q. Where do you catch them after that ? — A. Later on close along the shore, 
and about the first of the close season they are right on the shore; about the 1st 
October they are up on the shores on their spawning grounds. 

Q. How long do they last? — A. The first run of them lasts about eight days, 
and then they disappear and leave the shore again. 

Q. What quantities have you taken of these during October there? — A. In 
October I have taken, I guess, as large a quantity on that shore as on this one ; I 
have caught as many as 500 finh; we used small boats and a short gang of nets. 

Q. Is this general with other fisherman too? — A. Yes, sir; I have seen as high 
as forty boats of us within a distance of three miles. 

Q. Are these fish all ready to spawn then, when they come on shore? — A. Yes. 

Q. Does the eggs flow from the fish freely sometimes when you are taking them 
in ? — The first class of fish we get on the outside about a mile off the shore or a mile 
and a half, they are not ripe to lay until they move in. 

Q. What state are these in that are caught near the shore, is the spawn going 
freely from them? — A. Yes, just before the close of the season up to the end of 
October. 

Q. Is this the case with all the other fishermen as well as yourself; would it 
occur in a like manner with all the other parties at the same time? — A. Certainly, 
the boats come from all parts of the country there. 

Q. Where do the boats principally come from ? — A. All parts of the country 
down off the Manitoulin leland, and from all parts of the Georgian Bay, and Mani- 
toulin half-breeds and Indians. 

Q. Then do these people all congregate there to catch them ? — A. The fisher- 
men I have heard follow the fish down to this place. I have never been further up 
than the Bustard Islands, and I believe they follow them down from the north shore 
and the Manitoulin. 

Q. And do Ihey catch them as above stated, is that correct ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Have you any idea of what quantity of fish are caught by those forty boats 
in October ? — A, !No, sir. If the weather was good there would be a large quantity 
— if the weather was fine there would be a great haul. 

Q. How if the weather was rough? — A. If the weather was rough there would 
not be as many caught. 

Q. What number did you catch? — A. I could not say. 

Q. With your boat how many would you catch, in rough figures? — A. Upwards 
of four or five tons. 

(J. And would the other fishermen average that too ? — A. Some of them would, 
and some more, and some less — the Frenchmen don't generally have as big hauls as 
we do. 

Q. Do yon know whether the Indians and half-breeds are fishing during the 
close season ? — A. I could not say. 

Q. Would they average about four tons ? — A. Take them all through — ^yes, I 
shonld say about four tons, but not this season — I don't think they would — I don't 
suppose they would average Hvq hundred pounds on that shore. 

Q. What is the reason of that ?— A. Bad weather. 
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Q. Batusaally Id fine weather what has been the case? — A. I could not say only 
as to when I was there. 

Q. Do you know anything about herring? — A. Not on that shore, I do on Lake 
Huron. 

Q. Do you catch salmon-trout at all upon the north shore ? — A. No, sir, not to 
amount to anything — we catch an odd one — we get that any place. 

Q. Do you know anything about where the salmon-trout come to spawn in this 
neighbourhood? — A. Yes*, I have caught a few off Vale's Point and a few off 
Lion's Head, and off Meaford here. 

Q. Any at Thornbury ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. At what season principally? — A. In September; I never fish much in 
October ; I just fish a sail boat. 

Q. What do these salmon-trout go there for in that season of the year?— A. 
To t^pawn I suppose, as far as I know. 

Q. Are they caught all summer? — A. No, sir, not as I know of. I cannot say 
whether these fish are caught there in the summer months or not; I never fish 
there ; I have caugbt them in Lake Huron with a 6-inch mesh, but that would be no 
use for summer fishing, that is for fall fishing. 

Q. Where do you principally fish for these in the fall in Lake Huron? — A. I set 
at a place called Little Pine Tree, this season. 

Q. How far from Southampton? — A. Abput forty miles north of Southampton. 

Q. Were there many othei*» fishing there at the same time as you were? — A. 
There were about eight boats I saw in that place, and a tug. 

Q. What number of trout would you have caught this year in September ?—- A. 
I caught thirty-three hundred pounds. 

Q. Would the other boats do about the same thing? — A. Yes, the other boats 
would average about the same thing. There would not be one caught alive here 
should the 5-inch mesh be introduced for summer fishing; the fishermen with sail 
boats and tugs could not make a living with it in the Georgian Bay, or the north 
shore — wo could not live with that mesh. 

Q. What mesh is the correct one, then ? — A. Four and a half is the correct mesh 
for salmon-trout and whitefish in the summer season. The whitefish are just as large 
to-day aH the first day 1 went on it. 

Q. How many years ago is that ? — A. Seven years ago. 

Q. Well, would the quantity be as large now as seven years ago ? — ^A. Not this 
summer, but the quantity last year was largor. 

Q. In 1891 did you get more than other years? — ^A. Yes, I did, the catch was 
larger, and we attribute the reduced number of this year's catch to the bark from the 
logs of these rafts, they both spoiled our nets and destroyed the feeding grounds of 
the fish. 

Q. Well, do tows of logs pass over the nets where you fish in September and 
October? — A. Ych, but nothing like in the summer season. 

Q. It is during the summer season the bark from the logs that are towed, and 
these rafts pass over your nets ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is your fishing principally in September and October ? — A. That is the large 
run of whitefish, but these are not the summer fish ; these large rafts pass over our 
nets only in summer. 

Q. How far from the shore? — A. In the middle of the lake; they tow them 
clean across the bay. 

Q. What size might one of these rafts cover? — A. One of them would cover 
about four acres of ground. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the number that* pass along there ? — A. 1 could 
not say, but I believe there is an average of about two a week pass in that season of 
the year with a tow. 

Q. What efiect do these logs have upon the fish ? — A. The bark off these logs 
spoils the feeding grounds of the fish. 

Q. Does it atîect your nets at all ? — A. It does — it just about ruins our nets. 

Q. Is it in June and July and August these rafts pass along? — A. Yes. 
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Q. Do any of them pass along in Septembor and Octobor, or is the Beason over 
for them then ? — A. The Beaeon is pretty well over for them in September and 
October. 

Q. Ib it the bark alone, or is there anything else goes off these logs besides the 
bark ? — A. It is the inside Boft bark that does the damage to the nets. 

Q. What depth of water would you be fishing in when these logs pass along ? — 
A. From 14 to 18 fathoms. 

Q. What 8ort of a bottom is it there ? — A. Well, muddy generally and white clay 
and black muck — that is all we know about, it comes up on the sounder. There is 
some black muck comes up on the lead. 

Q. Do you ever catch any weeds in the nets? — A. Yes, we do get some in the 
ûetB occaHionally. 

Q. What description of weed would that be? — A. It would be small branches 
like. 

Q. Dq you moan small weeds that would collect or grow along tlie bottom ? — 
A. I think it is weeds that grow straight up and are very slender. 

Q. Have you ever seen it in mill-ponds? — A. It ha^ a small long leaf about 
four inches long on each of these little branches. 

Q. Have 3'ou ever seen any insects of any kind on these small branches ? — A. 
No, sir. 

Q. Did you ever notice any little insects about the size of a flea? — ^A. No, sir, 
not that I ever noticed, but they might be there. 

Q. What kind of a worm have you over got from the bottom in your nets ? — A. 
From half an inch to a quarter of an inch lorig. 

Q. Are they on these pieces of weeds ? — A. No, sir; we get them as they come 
up in the nets — where we catch nothing else they come up on the nets. 

Q. Do you think the fish eat them ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you ever find any of these worms when cleaning the fish ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know what the whitefish feed on — what they oat there ? — A. I 
think they <«t Homo kind of a grub — there is one thing I have noticed, when we 
catch lots of whitefish we don't gel many of these worms. I don't know what the 
whitefish live on — it may be grubs or worms. Some men say that whitefish feed on 
grubs, but I could not say. I have hoard old men say that these are the feeding 
grounds of the whitefish. 

Q. Did you ever take notice what is in the body of a whitefish at all ? — A. I 
never saw any small fi^h in the stomach of a whitefish when opened. 

Q. Do you believe they live on other fish — ^young whitefish ? — A. No, sir, I 
don't think so, not on whitefish. , 

Q. Do you believe they live on worms and insects, then? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q, Now, sir, have you anj^thing else to state about this matter? — ^A. No, only 
that I think the majority of the fishermen would rather have hatcheries, and open 
seasons. 

Q. In the first place, do you not think it wise and judicious to preserve your 
liBherieB, and that there should be a clobc season ? — A. I do to a certain extent. 

Q. Don't you think che close season would be beneficial, in order to allow the 
fish to spawn, if properly chosen ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What do you say about the hatchery business? — A. I think it would be a 
good idea to have a hatchery established in the Georgian Bay. 

Q. Now, is there anything else that we could touch upon — do you know any- 
thing about the Americans coming to fish in our Canadian walei'S — have you known 
any in Lake Huron? — A. No, sir, only just by hearsay. 

Q. Do you know anything about black bass or pickerel? — A. I don't know 
anything about them — I know nothing about their spawnfng season. I left Lake 
Huron to come to the Georgian Bay, and I have left the Georgian Bay to go to Lake 
Huron. I have been fourteen years a fisherman, and have only fished the last four 
years on the Georgian Buy. I have fished in both places, and this year I went to 
Lake Huron for the fall fishing. 

Q. Why could not the whitefish be caught in a 5-inch mesh along the north 
' shore ? — A. They are too small a fish; they never average more than 2J pounds. 
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Q. What would the average of the whitcfish be? — A. About 2f pounds before 
being dresbed. The whitefiëh that are caught iu the fall will average f torn 4 to 
6 poundf — sometimes we sell by the piece and sometimea by the pound. 

Q. These caught in the summer will weigh what? — A. From 2 to 2^ pounds. 

Q. You f-oy there are two distinct fish ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Well, have you any reason to call them two diptinct fish except their size? — 
A. Well, the leuson I give for that is becauti^e one is larger than the other. 

Q. The fall fish are the large fish, you say? — ^A. Yes. 

Q. And what eke? — A. The only difference I can see is the fall fish, when we 
get them, they are rou^rher on the outside and have blue noses. 

Q. What distinguishing mark is there with these in the summer season from 
those caught in the middle of the lake ? — A. Oh, they are just as large a kind as the 
summer fish. 

Q. Have you ever noticed whether a male has a higher hump on his shoulder 
than a female or not ? — A. We call them bow-backs. There is only a portion of 
them that are rougher fish — of course some are a great deal rougher than others. 

Q. Can you recollect whether the rougher fish are a more bow-backed kind 
than the others ? — A. I can say I never caught any in the summer season — they are 
not caught on the grounds where wo catch the smaller fish. 

Q. Where do you suppose these big fish go to when they are done spawning — 
do you think they migrate to the United States ? — A. No, I think they go up into 
the bays on the north shore. 

Q. Is there any fishing going on in these bays? — A. No, sir ; not that I know of. 

Q. After the spawning season is over there is no fishing done? — A. No, sir; 
not to my knowledge. The Indiatis and half-breeds might have been fishing all 
summer, for all that I know. 

Q. Well, sir, we have got some useful information from you. And I will now 
call the Commission to order, but before proceeding, I think it my duty to call 
your attention to certain things in relation to the habits of fish. All fish have 
feeding grounds and spawning grounds which are separate from each other. We 
will take, for instance, the fish in the Georgian Bay : the law of nature has so 
ordained it that they have two grounds — one for spawning, and the other for feeding, 
and at certain seasons of the year they mut^t leave their feeding grounds and go to 
their breeding grounds. The most of these fish are spread over large areas of 
water, feeding until their productive organs become somewhat mature, when they 
leave their feeding grounOK and go to reproduce their species. For instance, they 
may have breeding grounds in difierent parts of the Georgian Bay, and on reefs out 
in the lake which may be adapted by nature for fish to lay their eggs with safety. 
They will go there in large bodies and closel}' congregate together, because unless 
they do so the eggs cannot receive the fluid which is emitted from the male fish, 
hence it is a necessity that they should be close together. It must be plain and 
patent to every one of you that if the fish leave their feeding grounds for the 
express purpose to reach their spawning grounds, they should be let alone on these 
breeding grounds and protected against molestation. This roust appear to all of 
you here present and to every intelligent perhon as the best of reasons why the fish 
should be protected at the breeding beasons. I mention this because some of you 
may not be aware of this fact, and hence it is almost all over the world with all 
civilized countries, with few exceptions, that laws for protecting fish by close seasons 
when breeding are enacted. In Eui ope and in many of the States they adhere to this 
plnn becaubc they feel that if the parent fish is killed with ten or twenty thousand 
eggs in its body not only is the mother fish destroyed, but there are also so many 
thousand young fish lost. Now, I think that is a good reason why the fish 
should be protected during that peculiar breeding time. To illustrate this, take the 
farmer: if he killed his sheep at the time of lambing, he would neither have lamb 
or sheep to keep up his stock, and the same thing applies to fish. Keep on con- 
tinually doing that kind of work, killing the fish with the eggs in their bodies, and 
you will exterminate the fish in time. The fish have fallen off wonderfully in the 
Georgian Bay, and this is mainly the cause of it. I merely mention this, in passing, to 
show to you that there is some sound reasoning for having a close season, and the intel- 
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ligence of the worid believes it to be correct, and I think every one of you fishermen 
should see it in that light, because if we take the fish that would lay twenty thou- 
sand eggs, we not only kill the fish, but destroy the egga also ; and there is just so 
much of a loss to the fisheries of the country. I simply tell you this in order to 
show you the reason why it is desirable that a proper close season should be estab- 
lished, and a close season observed ; but while this is so, we should not go so far as 
to interfere with the fishermen too much. The fiphermen have out of the twelve 
months eleven to exercise their calling. All that the Department wishes is that the 
one month should be observed as a close season. But of course we all know that 
the selfishness of the fish-dealers and fishermen would induce them to fish all the 
year round, regardless of what may be the good of the future, and again, if you 
look at it in an intelligent way, you must agree with me. I have been almast all 
my life interested in this fishery business, more as a labour of love than anything 
else, and I think the intelligence of the country will go with me in saying we want 
proper close seasons. I think it but right to explain about the short notice given 
you of these meetings We don't know when we will get through at one place, 
and therefore we may not be able to give timely notice of our arrival at another, 
but usually as soon as we get through at the one place, we telegraph to the authorities 
and fishery officers at another, wiih a view to their being able to give as much 
notice as possible in their localities of the meetings. We have nothing to hide, 
nothing to keep from the public in anjr way whatever: our object is to receive and 
give the public in every way whatever all the information possible on the fishery 
question. I might mention that there is a somewhat disputed question now exist- 
ing between the Local and Dominion Governments regarding the fisheries. The 
Local Government of the province of Ontario have passed a very extended Act fot 
the protection of game and fish, and both Governments are now logislnting^on 
fishery matte i^. I may state that in parts of the United States no law exists for 
protecting their fish. I may also state that the Federal Gevernment of the United 
States have already applied to the English Government to have laws passed with a 
view to the proper preservation of the fisji in all international waters. The United 
States authorities have come to the conclusion that their fisheries are going down 
very fast ; they have, therefore, applied to the British Government to have this 
investigation ; and some of the individual States are now passing more stringent 
laws than Canada regarding protection of fi^h, and whilst we have only a penalty 
of $20 for violation they have a penalty of $200 for similar offences, so 1 hope 
people won't go away with the idea that the department at Ottawa is alone in 
endeavouring to preserve the fish wealth of the country. 



Mr. MoINTOSH recalled, eaid :— 

In the first place I have a little statement, without asking any questions at all. 
In the matter of clo^e seasons, we would like to be placed on an equality with every- 
body else. We find that the Indians have a preference over us. Mr. Tupper in- 
formed me personally that the Indians could fish all they had a mind to, and I find 
out that they use a great amount of fish. I have Mr. Tupper s authority for it. 

Mr. WiLMOT stated that the law with regard to the close season places the 
Indian and the white man in the same position. The Indians may have separate 
waters to fish in in close season, but that is for their family use only, but they are 
not permitted to fish outside of their own reserves. 

Mr. MgIntosh. — I find that the Indians use a great amount of fish, from twenty 
to twenty.five packages in a season. We would like to be put on an equality with 
the Indians. We find that the Indians have the same chance in the franchise as wo 
have got, and they can catch fish for their own use, and for some reason or other 
they use a great many. One winter I was credibly informed they put away twenty 
or thirty packages. I don't say that the Indians sell them, but for some reason or 
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othoi' they provide a large quantity for each one. When 1 was down at Ottawa 
nbout a year ago, one of the delegates asked a question, if the Indians had the privi- 
lege of caiehing fish for their own use, and Mr. Tapper said they had; he did not 
make any qualification. We have a grievance here. The Indians are under the 
impression they can catch fish anywhere they like for their own use. 

Mr. WiLMOT. — The Indians cannot fish in their own waters for their own u*e 
without a permit from the Government. The Indians who have left their tribe have 
no more right to fish in the close season, outside their own reserves, than you have. 

Mr. McIntosh. — That is all right, according to your argument. Even in their 
own reserves I think it is wrong, and I quote to you the laws of Manitoba that ap- 
plies to Manitoba and the North-west Territories. 

Mr. WiLMOT. — With regard to the close season and the Indians, you have asked 
a question and I have atiemnted to answer it, and I have given you my views and 
tried to endorse that reason by reading to you the clause in the Fishery Act which 
applies to Manitoba and the Norlh-west Territories. Now, Mr. Mcintosh, both to- 
day and before you have taken an interested part as president or chairman of the 
Fishery Association, also when you went to Ottawa with regard to certain mattera 
to get redress; therefore, we have thought fit to call upon you to give us further 
information. 

Q. Now with regard to the falling off in quantity and size offish — in your lead- 
ing capacity, what is your idea with regard to the falling off of the quantity of fioh, 
particularly on the southern shore — what length of time have they been falling off, 
tay within the period of 15 years, or 5 or 10 years, at your pleasure, because it 
bears strongly upon the subject with which we are dealing ? — A. On the south shore 
in the last 20 years they have fallen off 50 por cent, in ray opinion — that is, the 
summer fish. 

Q. What with regard to the autumn fish? — A. It is my opinion that they have 
not fallen off at all, that is, for October and November fish — that is, the species that 
come into the shore to spawn. 

Q. You say that the south shore fish during the last twenty ^^ears have fallen 
off so that at the present time they are only one-half of what they were then, that 
is, the summer fish ; and that the October and November fish, that is, the black fish 
which come in to spawn on the shore, show no perceptible falling off? — A. I think 
the catch is as good now as it was then. 

Q Now, if the summer fish which averages two pounds, I think you said, have 
fallen of 50 per cent, how is it that the others have retained their usual standard ? — ^A. 
I believe there are two families of fish ; that is the on\y way I can account for it ; 
that is my belief. 

Q. How is your estimation made that the summer fish have fallen off one-half? 
— A. I suppose it is because there are too many of them caught. 

Q. Is there anything else that would cause it? — A. The small mesh I think is the 
only cause, and the main cause— I think that is the cau^e of it be^^ond all doubt. 

Q. What is your view for the retaining of the other fish, that is, the sustaiuingof 
the autumn fish? — A. Because we don't catch them in any other season of the year, 
only in October and November, unless a very small percentage of them which is 
there caught in the summer time. 

Q. And Is that not the time they come into spawn ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. That ought to be a good reason for their falling off, is that not the best 
reas(»n in the world ? — A. Well, if you allow me to ask you a question about the way 
they keep up their quantity; there is one thing certain, that the summer fish are 
falling away. There are other causes. Take this year; in the month of November, 
this 3'ear, there were only five days we could fish — this was on account of the rough 
weather. 

Q. How about the other eleven months ? — A. Well, the other eleven months 
there is better weather, and usually good. 

Q. Now, this is with regard to the falling off of the quantity — now, what about 
the falling off in size of the fish — now, what is the cause of the size of the fish 
falling off? — A. From the same cause — it is from using the small mesh. 

Q. With the summer fish, from what size have they fallen off to the pi-esent 
time? — A. Well, they have fallen off largely. 
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Q. Can you give any reason for that ? — A. The same reason, the same cause — 
the small meshes taking the little iish and leaving the big ones. 

Q. What about these other trout, have they been reduced at all in size? — A. 
No, sir, they have not. 

Q. Well, then, otherwise speaking, the fall trout — the spawning trout, the black 
trout, or rock trout as tbey call them, are as plentiful ai ever in ^ize and quantity as 
they ever were? — A. Yoî*, that is my opinion. 

Q. Have j^ou any idea of the quantity offish caught and shipped at any of these 
ports? — A. Nothing definite ; I know they are shipped in large quantities. 

Q. Have you any idea of what are shipped from Wiarton ? — A.- There are largo 
quantities — I suppo e 900 or 1,000 tonF. 

(^. What might be shipped fropi Meaford? — A. Well, there would not be so 
many shipped from Moufoi-d — perhaps in a whole season there would not be more 
than 60 or 70 tons. 

Q. Now, what might be shipped from Collingwood? — A. From Collingwood 
about half as much as from Wiarton — perhaps 300 or 400 tons. 

Q. Do 3'ou know any of this us a matter of fact ? — A. It is only supposition — 
I don't know for a fact. It is noL my business to look after all the lakes — it is not 
my province to look after the amount of fish that is shipped. I can say this much, 
that I rather think that I am under the mark in these figures. I don't wish to keep 
anything back; I am willing to give you any information I can, on account of being 
chairman of the Fishermen's Association. 

Q. Do these figures apply to both whitefiwh and salmon-trout? — A. Yes, salmon- 
trout and whitefish principally; there might be a few )>ickerel and pike. 

Q. With regard to all these shipments where there are hundreds of tons, who 
would be the principal buyers? — A. The Buffalo Fish Company and S. H. Davis & 
Co., of Buffalo and Detroit. 

Q. Are these the principal towns that fish have been shipped to from this place , 
— would there be other quantities consumed in Canada, without going to the 
United States ? — A. Yes, there would bo quite a portion over and above these ship- 
ments — there would also be a quantity consumed in the country parts. 

Q. Can you form an estimate of what would be consumed in this country ? — A. 
There would bo at least one hundred tons. 

Q. Well, in this quantity what would the gieater proportion, be, salmon-trout 
or whitefish ? — A. The larger portion would be whitefish. 

Q. What per cent do you suppose? — A. Well, at least two-thirds of them would 
be whitefish, and the balance salmon-trout and a lew pickerel. 

Q. Of these salmon-trout what would be the proportion of summer trout ? — A. 
I should judge there would be perhaps 80 per cent of them summor trout, and the 
remaining balance would be fall trout. 

Q. Then it appears to us very plainly that the fall trout must have fallen off 
wonderfully to what the summer trout have — 20 per cent of the fall trout and 80 per 
cent of the summer trout. 

Q. Have you anything further that you would like to put in ? — A. No, not that 
I know of just now. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. What are the principal shipping ports? — A. Wiarton and Collingwood. 

Q. Which is the largest of these two? — A. Wiarton. 

Q. Where do you ship from here? — A. We ship from north to Collingwood. 

Q. Have 3'ou any idea of the shippers on this bay ? — A. Wiarton and Colling- 
wood are the main points; there are a few from Meaford and a few from Owen 
;5oand. 

Q. When you wore speaking of 900 tons, were you speaking of Wiarton ? — A. 
Yes. 

Q. That would be from this side?— A. Yes. 

Q. They ship also from Goderich ? — A. Yes. 

Q. And some from Southampton? — A. Yes; but Wiarton is the main shipping 
point in Canada, and Collingwood is next. 
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Q. Bo you know that the entire shipment of fish from this bay is 8,000,000 
pounds, that is whitefish and salmon- trout, that is the entire catch ? — A. When the 
meeting commenced this evening there were some remarks made about the cloee 
season. Now, it is just as well to understand, I think, who the tisheries belong to, 
and to my mind there is no doubt but the Department at Ottawa control them. I 
am quite certain this Commission would not have been appointed had not con- 
siderable weight been laid before the Department, because Lake Ontario is pretty 
well depleted offish, and Lake Brie is depleted of fish, and there is no doubt the 
Department have to care for them in the Georgian Bay. A great many of you 
people are intelligent and capable of understanding, and a great many of the people 
of Ontario have become anxious recently about the fish question and the protection 
of the fisheries of Canada. The Government have to consider the people of Canada 
and the country ; they must protect the industries of men who are employed in that 
service. I think it is just as well for the fishermen to understand that it is to their 
best interests, and there is a great deal of attention paid to this subject quite inde- 
pendent of them, and it would be as well for them to understand that the time has 
come that some proper rule should be made to prevent the extermination of the 
fish; what those rules are nobody will know for some time to come. Probably it 
will depend upon the evidence taken down by this Commission that is now sitting. 
There is no doubt whatever about the falling off of the fish, that is a certainty, and 
I think it w>b11 for the fishermen to look upon the question as quietly as they pos- 
sibly can and to be prepared for lules to be made within some reasonable time. 



JOHN MoCKAE was sworn, and answered as follows : — 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Where is your residence ? — A. Meaford. 

Q. And your occupation ? — A. A fisherman. 

Q. For what length of time? — A. I came on the bay in 1855. 

Q. Have you been a fisherman since then ? — A. No, not that long. 

Q. How long since 1855 have you not been fishing ? — A. Probably five years 
out of that time I have not been fishing. 

Q. What countryman are you, sir? -A. A Canadian born. 

Q. What kind of fishery do you carry on? — A. Gill-netting. 

Q. Salmon-trout or whitefish? — A. Both salmon-trout and whitefish. 

Q. Any other description offish at all ? — A. No. 

Q. What waters have you been in the habit of fishing in ? — A. The Georgian 
Bay, Lake Huron and Lake Superior, but principally in the Georgian Bay though. 

Q. What description of net have you been using? — A. Gill-nets altogether. 

Q. Have you never used pound-nets or seines ?— A. No. 

Q. What size mesh do you usually use in your gill-nets? — A. I don't think 
that 1 have ever used anything less than 4f-inch mcbh. 

Q. This is for catching, what? — A. For catching trout principally on this 
shore; we get no whitefish now to speak of. 

Q. Is this the size of the mesh you use for the whole year? — A. Well, a 5-inch 
is better late in the fall, but 4| is what I generally use through the whole season. 

Q. What size of a salmon-trout will readily pass through this 4|-inch mesh? — 
A. Oh, just a small one; it wouldn't weigh more than 3 pounds. I wouldn't like to say 
a fish H pounds would pass through; it may be that a fish 2f would pass through 
this net. 

Q. When speaking of the whitefish you speak of uncleanod fish ? — A. Yes, of 
course, not cleaned. 

Q. What sized whitefish would pass through this mesh? — A. Probably 2J or 
2 pounds; I think a 2^pound fish would gill in it all right. 
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Q. A whiteâsh of 2 poands and ander will pa88 through this mesh readily ? 
—A. Yes, I think so. 

Q. Will they be much injured in passing through? — A. No, it would pass 
through without serious injur}'. 

Q. Would a 2-pound salmon-trout and under be a mature or immature fish ; 
is it a fish capable of laying eggs and reproducing its own (species ? — A. That is not 
a proper question; I should think a fish 2 pounds weight is not big enough to 
reproduce its own species ; it is not a mature fish. 

Q. What about a 2-pound whitefish; what state would it be in? — A. In my 
opinion it is not a mature fish either. 

Q. And under these circumstances they would not %e able to reproduce ? — A. 
No. 

Q. Do you think that a 4|-inch mesh is a fair and reasonable mesh for catching 
fish, in the interests of the fish and fishermen ? — A, It is a very good mesh in the 
interests of the fishermen, but not of the fishei ies. 

Q. Why not in the interests of the fisheries? — A. Because it catches the small 
fish before they are large enough to breed; it catches immature fish. 

Q. You say it is in the interests of the fishermen to have these meshes; why is 
this ? — A. Because on the north shore with a larger mesh than that they would not 
be able to live. It would not pay them; and I think on this shore it would not be 
very profitable. 

Q. Would you recommend then, from your experience here in the interests of 
the fisheries, that the mesh be larger than 4f ? — A. Yes, I should recommend that 
it be larger, in the interests of the fisheries and maintenance of the fisheries. 

Q. Do you think that even a larger mesh than 4^ mesh would be beneficial? — 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, Mr. McCrae, what have you to say about the fish at certain seasons of 
the year ; what is your opinion as to the period that salmon-trout are in their best 
condition ? — A. I should consider them better in the earlier part of the season. 

Q. What do you mean by the earlier part of the season ? — A. Well, I would say 
that in May they would be fully better than in any other month. 

Q. Would you say May and June ? — A. Yes, the water is colder then. 

Q. What in regard to whitefish ? — A. Well, the same rule will apply to both of 
them. 

Q. Can you give any opinion with regard to other kinds of fish ? — A. No. 

Q. Where do you generally market your fish? — A. Toronto. 

Q. Do you send them direct there yourself? — A. Yes. 

Q. Do you always have a full demand for all you can send there? — A. Yes. 

Q. If you caught double as many could you gend them? — A. Yes, parts of the 
season. 

Q. Could you say the demand is greater than your supply? — A. Y'ee, at certain 
times of the year they would, and at times they would not. 

Q. There is always some demand for them ? — A. Ye;», I always get a demand 
for mine, anyway. 

Q. Do you send any to other miirkets, or to the United States ? — A. No. 

Q. What is the average price you got for your fish? — A. I get 4f cents a 
poand ; I got that last summer for sal mon- trout and whitefish both. 

Q. Is that about the same price as your brother fishermen are getting from 
the Buffalo Company? — A. That is more; I pack mine at the station. 

Q. Is that more than the Buffalo Fish Company are paying ? — A. The Buffalo 
Fish Company are buying on the north shore, where the fish are more plentiful, 
and they pay their own men for the packing. 

Q. Would it be about equal to the Buffalo Company's price? — A. Oh, I think 
so, something about equal. 

Q. Have you taken any notice with regard to when these two kinds of fish are 
most ripe for spawning; that is, when the «spawn flows most freely from them ? — A. 
TVell, that depends upon the localities, the further north you go the earlier they 
spawn. 
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Q. Well, tako tho Georgian Bay, for instance? — A. Well, up abont the Island 
of Coves they begin to spawn about the Ist October. 

Q. Where ia the Island of Coves ? — Jl, It is nght between the Georgian Bay 
and Lake Huron. 

Q. How far above Wiarton ? — A. It is probably about sixty miles above Wiar- 
ton, just at a rough guess. 

Q. Would that be north of Tobevmory ? — A. Yes, sixt^'-six miles above Tober- 
mory. 1 think as you move down this way they are later coming on. 

Q. When do they come on to spawn here? — A. They won't come on here until 
about the Ist November, but they will commence at Vale's Point about the 20th 
October; of course some years they are earlier than others. 

Q. Where is the next point they come ? — A. At Meaford. 

Q. About when ? — A. About the 25th October,and then further down to Colling- 
wood. 

Q. Do you know anything about Mink's Island? — A. No. 

Q. Do you know anything about the Bastard Islands? — A. No. 

Q. Or the Chribtian Islirnds» ?--A. No. 

Q. Within your knowledge you find it more particularly the case at Cove's 
Island, Wiarton, Vale's Point and Meafoi*d where they commence to spawn about 
the dates you mention ? — A. Yes. 

Q. And how long do they remain ? — A. Until about the 1st November, and they 
stay to spawn about three weeks or a fortnight. And I have never seen the spawn 
flow so freely on the shore, as I have seen it after they have left the shore and went 
out on to the herring camp as we call it, about the 1st November and up to about the 
20th November. 

Q. What experience can you give with regard to whitefish ? -A. My experience 
with regard to them is that they are a thing of the past on the south shore. 

Q. Are they yet somewhat numerous on the north shore? — A. I can*t say; I 
don't fish there. 

Q. Can you give us any information as to what they were formerly ? — A. Yes ; 
formerly these fish were plentiful all along Ihis south shore. 

Q. When they wore plentiful what would be tho probable quantities that would 
be taken by the fishermen from the 20th November up to Christmas ? — A. Well, we 
would get them thick up to 2,200 fish in five or six bags of nets out of here with 
one gang of nets and a bingle fishing boat. 

Q. This gang of nets would comprise how many fathoms in length? — A. Well, 
say 3,000 yards. 

Q. Do you say from this and other reasons, you think the whitefith ai^e a thing 
of the past ? — A. Yes, on this shore. 

Q. What has brought this about, what is the reason of their becoming a thing 
of tho past? — A. I expect it is overfishing. 

Q. Do you add anything to that besides overfishing — do you think it is fishing 
at improper times, in the spawning time? — A! It has always been a thing to my 
mind that we should get oft' in deep water, for I am told they spawn in shallow 
waters. 

Q, What do these whitefish go to this shore for ? — A. Well, I cannot tell, unleas 
it was leaving theii- feeding grounds and congiegating here — they used to do the 
same thing in Collingwood. T 

Q. Do you mean the grounds in and around Meaford ? — ^A. I '^ean these fish 
come to the grounds in and around Meaford at the above named tini,e. 

Q. For what purpose? — A. I would not like to say they come t^ere to ^pawn, 
becau(ie we got them in a mud bottom and in deep water. I have seeri/the fish 
spawning in water from 46 to 50 fathoms deep. / 

Q. About what time of the year would you get the two thousand fisy with the 
one gang of nets ? — A. Along about the 1st December. These fish comlo to these 
grounds in front of Meaford at the above named time, but I cannot say Ithey come 
there to spawn. V 

Q. Where did the trout come from ? — A. I don't know. \ 
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Q. What about the whitefish ; when do they spawn? — A. I have never catched 
them on the north shore in November and December. It don't run very freely from 
them althoutçh there is lots of spawn in them. 

Q. When yon caught these two thousand fish and threw them into the boat, 
were there any eggs coming from their bodies at the time ? — A. There were vQvy 
few. 

Q. Do you .know anything about the time of herring spawning ? — ^A. No, sir. 

Q. Is there any month of the year you have Buttered more loss to your nets 
than another? — A. October is our worst month. 

Q. Is that out in the bay or along the shore ? — ^A. It is along the shore. 

Q. What is the loss during November? — A. Well, we are out in deeper water 
and don't suifer so much as we do in October. 

Q. Have you had any experience in either catching or knowing others to catch 
these small immature tish ? — A. I have caught some of these small trout myself, but 
not in any large number^:. 

Q. Would this be general with the gill-nets? — A. Yes, they would get fast by 
the teeth. A very small fish will catch by its teeth sometimes and drown himself. 

Q. What are these small fish that are caught by the teeth, are they marketable 
then ? — A. Yes, if they ain't dead too long. 

Q. Are these small iish not as marketable as larger ones? — A. No, sir, they are 
not. 

Q. With your experience in fishing, are your nets sometimes kept out by stormy 
weather so that you can't get at ihem for some time to lift them ? — A. Yes. 

Q. How long may these storms last sometimes, and you are unable to get your 
nets up? — A. Sometimes wo may have them out two weeks, sometimes more, and 
sometimes less by reason of the storm. 

Q. How do you find them when they are out two weeks; what state are they 
in ? — A. They begin to get soft, especially in the fall of the year or summer time. 

Q. And are they unsaleable ? — A. There are very few that will become un- 
saleable in a week. 

Q. What proportion of the fish that would remain out a week would become 
soft and spoiled ? — A. I dont't think there would be more than one per cent of them 
in a week. 

Q. Do they ever get so that you have to salt them rather than sell them fresh ? 
— A. Well, it is very few ; in fact I have been fishing all summer and I didn't think it 
necessary to salt a single fish ; they were frozen. When fish were more plentiful 
the dealers were more particular, and we had to salt them or lose them, and we 
frequently did salt them. 

Q. At the present time are they all taken fresh? — A. Yes, sir, they all go. They 
are all shipped for sale. 

Q. Have you any experience in pound-nets at all ? — A. No. 

Q. What is your opinion with regard to a Sunday close time? — A. Well, that 
is all bosh. 

Q. Do you mean that it is impracticable? — A. Yes. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of American fishermen poaching in our waters? 
— A. I suppose they pay us a friendly visit occasionally, and I suppose our men do 
the same thing. 

Q. Who takes the most fish ? — A. The smartest man. 

Q. Which is the smarter, Canadian or American ?— A. He is a Yankee. 

Q. What is your view with regard to close seasons ? Is it correct that properly 
selected times should be set aside for the preservation of the fish ? — ^A. It would be 
correct for the Georgian Bay, but for Lake Huron, Lake Ontario and Lake Superior 
it would not be. 

Q. Why not correct for those lakes as well as the Georgian Bay? — A. Because 
they are American as well as Canadian. We may protect them here, but the 
Americnns catch them while we protect them. 

Q. Do the American fish come to our side ? — A. Some of them ao, and if we 
protect our fish the Americans get the benefit of it. 
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Q. Do you say that the fîsh from the American side come to oar side ? — A. 
Yes, they do, very often. 

Q. Are the American fish not so scarce, now, t))at few of them come to our side? 
— A. Yes, that is right. 

Q. You say you don't know of any poaching or wrong-doing of that kind ? — ^A. 
No, not particularly. 

Q. When do you usually set out your gill-nets ? — ^A. As early in the spring as 
the ice will let us. 

Q. And how long do you keep them down, till what time ? — A. Till the Ist of 
November. 

Q. Is there any winter fishing that you know of? — A. No, you cannot do any- 
thing here in the winter. ^ 

Q. What about artiûcial breeding; is it a good thing to try to breed fish 
artificially?— A. Yes. 

Q. Do you advise extending it more largely than at present? — A. I would, 
certainly. 

Q. Which are the most marketable and profitable fish for the fishermen in the 
Georgian Bay, salmon-trout or whitefish? — A. Well, whitefish are the most profit- 
able, if we could catch them. 

Q. Is it on the south shore you mean? — A. Yes, but on the north shore they 
are plentiful yet, but not like what they used to be eight or ten years ago. 

Q. Do you know anything about the quantities that used to be shipped ? — A. 
Nothing more than I have heard by report. 

Q. Do I understand you to say that the fish are much less than what they have 
been ? — A. Yes, in the waters of the Greoi'gian Bay. 

Q. Have they become lessened in size as well as quantity? — A. Well, I think 
that they have on the north shore, but not so much on this shore. 

Q. And do you say this reduction in the size you mentioned before has been 
brought about by the small meshes of the nets ? — A. Yes, that is my opinion. 

Q. Would you like to suggest anything yourself with regard to the net matter; 
perhaps you might be desirous of giving some further information on this question, 
or do you think these questions cover the important points with regai-d to the 
fisheries of the Georgian Bay? — A. I think they do. 

Q. Do you think it wise to have legislation to overcome the difficulties which 
you speak of, and that the department should pass remedial measures to do so ? — 
A. I think probably it would ; I think so on the Georgian Bay, but not on Lakes 
Huron, Superior and Ontario. If the Americans fish let us do the same, or ti*eat 
with the Americans to stop, and let us do the same. 

Q. Do you think it would be advisable that each boat licensed should have the 
number and the name of the owner upon it? — A. With regard to these boat licenses, 
I don't consider it a fair thing; a poor man with only a small little rig ha» got to 
pay as much as a man that can get up a good rig. They charge a tug $25, and 
there are several boats on the Bay that fish as much net as a tug. 

Q. What will a tug run ?— A. From 40 to 60 bags of nets. 

Q. Do the tugs fish the whole amount of their licenses ?^A. Well, I guess the 
tugs fish the full quantity allowed by the license. 

Q. And the sjnall boats do the same thing? — A. Some of them do; some men 
have not got it to fish with. My memory don't serve me right with regard to what 
a tug is allowed to fish. Some of them get the complement, and some of them get 
more. A tug pays $25 for 12,000 yards, and a small boat pays $6 for 12,000 yards. 
There is a good deal more expense attached to a tug on account of its costing more 
to keep a tug going. 

Q. Should the buoys on the nets be numbered so as to know whoso they are? 
— A. Well, frequently we mark our own. 

Q. If there was a departmental mark would it not be the safest? — A. I don't 
think so. 

Q. Have you anything to say yourself, or suggestions to make ? — ^A. No, sir. 
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By Mr, Harris : 

Q. AboQt 90 per cent of our fish are caught for shipment to the States, and if 
the Canadian market requires the nsh no doubt any amount of money could be 
obtained to establish hatcheries; now, in view of these difficulties do you see any 
better remedy than a proper close season and artificial culture? — A. Yes, if you 
abolish the steam cruiser and apply the money towards hatcheries. 

Q. It seems to me that the cruiser is doing pretty good work. You say abolish 
the cruiser and apply the money for building hatcheries? — A. If they require a 
close season it can be done for one-half, and will be more effectual. To have one 
man at Thorn bury, one at Meaford and one at Owen Sound will do more good, and 
be more effectual in observing a close season than half a dozen cruisers. 

Q. If the guardianship of the cruisers are thrown aside, how would you protect 
the close season ? — A. You can guai*d them better by having a man on the alert at 
each place — at each fishing^ station. 

Q. What to do? — A. To see that there are no nets set or lifted at that time. 

Q. How far out in the bay are these nets set and lifted at times, take it gone- 
rally ? — A. They don't meddle anything until November, in the close season. 

Q. At present you are not permitted to set a pound-net, and if another man 
oomes along and illegally sets a pound-net, and the cruiser comes along and finds it 
out and takes it up, is not that advantageous to your interest ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. In November how far out in the bay do you go, in the close season ? — A. It 
is impossible tor a man to watch two nets in the summer time ; we go from one to 
three miles. I guess, from the shore. 

Q. And if there were no cruiser, these men at these points you have mentioned 
could do as they please ? — A. I say that protection could be given by having a man 
to cure for the fisheries and see that no nets were lifted or set in November, in the 
close season, instead of using a cruiser. That would be my idea. If we had 
hatcheries enough established we might do away with the close season. I believe 
in the interests of the Georgian Bay fisheries it would be better to enlarge the 
meshes, and do away with the cruisers, and establish hatcheries and do away with 
close seasons. Perhaps for a few years it might possibly be better to keep a close 
season until the supply increased, especially in the month of November. 

Q. Do you think the black trout fishing now is as good as it was twenty years 
ago ai*ound Vale's Point ? — A. No. I don't think it is as good now as formerly. 

Q. Do you think pound-nets would do more injury to the fisheries than gill-nets, 
if the meshes were the same? — A. I don't know anything about a pound-net, but for 
the summer season I should think they would not be so injurious to the fisheries as 
the gill-net, if the regulations were the same as with the gill-nets. 

Q. What would be the proper size for the mesh, in your estimation ? — A. Well, 
it would be owing to what fish you are fishing for. The pound-net twine would be 
as large again as the gill-net twine. It is really more than as large again, and with 
a pound-net a good sized fish would go through a 4^inch mesh. 

Q. Then you think if the pound-net mesh were reduced to 4^inch, it would be 
better ? — A. In regard to these pound-nets, if they would take a large quantity of 
suckers and mullets, which in the fall destroy a large quantity of trout spawn, they 
would do good if set along the shore, but of course a 4^-inch mesh would hardly 
catch the suckers or mullets, and therefore a smaller mesh would be required to 
catch these. This lake is not like down below; we have nothing in this lake that 
would destroy the spawn of the salmon-trout and whitefish, except the sucker and 
mullet. I saw lots of lamprey eels here, and you can hardly get a trout or a white- 
fish that is not marked with lamprey eels. 

Q. Are there no rough fish on this side of the Georgian Bay, except what you 
describe? — A. Nothing except suckers, mullets, and some walleyed yellow pike. 
There are no pike on the south shore, but there is on the north shore. 
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Mr. JAMES STEWART was sworn, and gave the following evidence :— 
By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. Is your residence here ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. For how long, Mr. Stewart ? — A. Near on 35 years ; it is 34 past. 

Q. And your business and occupation is what? — A. I am in the insurance 
business at the present time. I have carried on business for a number of years here. 

Q. Would you like that some of these questions be put to you? — A. I know 
very little about them; I used to ti'oll a little here in the fall of the year for two or 
three months, I suppose for the last 16 years, more for pleasure than for anything 
else. 

Q. Have you found in your trolling any decrease in the catch or number of 
your tish lately ? — A. Oh, yes, very much ; in the last few years I have caught very 
few compared to what I did 15 years ago. 

Q. In what proportion has it decreased ? — A. Well, this last year I was only 
out one day and we only got five fish in the whole day. 

Q. And in former years what would you get ? — A. Some few years ago, perhaps, 
we would get 40 or 50 or 60 in the same length of time. 

Q. Do you consider this a great falling otf, then ? — A. Yes ; now it is the first 
of November when the close season begins, and that may be a reason ; it used to 
run to the 15th, if I recollect right. 

Q. And do you think this may be a reason for catching more in former years 7 
— A. This last few years 1 know we have caught yevy few up to the Ist November. 

Q. What is your view, generally speaking, of the falling off of the fish? — A. 
I know several years ago there were a great many tish brought in here where now 
there are very few. Mr. McCrae was the only man that fished here this summer, 
that I know of. I think last year there was not one at all, that is, during the 
summer I mean. Of course we had them here during the fall. 

Q. Had you no fishermen here for the summer fishing? — A. No. The reason, 
I believe, is because it does not pay them to fish here compared with the north shore. 

Q. Then, is it your opinion that the fishery on the south shore has very much 
declined? — A. I think it must be so, when the firsherraen left it and went to other 
parts of the bay because they didn't catch enough to pay them, although they did 
quite a large business here at one time. 

Q. Can you assign any cause for this great decline of the fish here? — ^A. I can- 
not give any cause, unless it is fishing them out, which was the cause that made the 
decline in other lakes. At one time there was a large fishery carried on down on 
Weller's Beach on Lake Ontario. 

Q. Do you know of your own knowledge that the whitefish were at one time 
plentiful in Lake Ontario? — A. Yes, I have seen great quantities of them taken 
out of Lake Huron too. 

Q. When you speak of trolling, do you refer only to trout fishing ? — A. Yes, it 
was for sport 1 went there trout trolling. 

Q. What is your opinion with regard to the trout gathering along the shore in 
the autumn months? — A. i believe it is for the purpo.-^e of spawning, to lay their 
eggs, because they are generally full of spawn when caught in October and 
November. 

Q. Do you think it wise on the part of any one to take these fish at the time of 
spawning, in the interests of the fisheries ? — A. I believe, unless hatcheries can supply 
what is taken out, the supply must deteriorate. They must be supplied by artihcial 
hatcheries to take the place of the close season. 

Q. And would you go further and say that if continued it must destroy the 
fisheries ? — A. I should think it would. 

Q. What is the usual size of the salmon-trout caught by you in fishing? — A. 
Well, they would run from 5 to 7 or 8 or 10 pounds, and! have seen them up to 12 
pounds. Of course 12 pounds would be an extra large one, but sometimes we get 
one to weigh that. 
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Q. Are these the black troat that the fishermen speak of? — A. I suppose they 
are ; they are dark coloured trout. 

Q. Are you of the opinion that there are two or three different kinds of trout ? 
— A. I could not say for that,^ but the fish in the ttummer time fire a lighter and 
clearer fish than the fall fish. 

Q. Are they smaller? — A. I have seen just as large fish in the summer time ad 
in the fall, and sometimes larger. 

Q. Do you think it judicious for the fishing industry that the close season 
should be mainiaioed ? — A. T should think for the preservation of the fisheries it 
would be wise to have a close season, and I would also like to see hatcheries 
established. 

Q. Which have, the whitefish or the salmon-trout, fallen off most, to your know- 
ledge? — A. I think the whitefish have fallen off the most. A few years ago there 
would be large quantities of whitefish brought in here in December, but now there 
is not hardly any. 

Q. Do you think the whitefish are almost gone from this place? — ^A. I think 
they are, as far as I know. 

Q. What reason can you assign for the falling off of the whitefish? — A. I can- 
not say. I have heard it said that they left quite suddenly. I cannot give any 
idea of my own. 

Q. Have you any views to offer of 3^0 ur own independent of these questions ? — 
A. I Hhonld like to see more hatcheries esUiblished on the Georgian Bay to help to re- 
plenish the supply. I think the supply and industry should be kept up and en- 
couraged, if it is possible to do so. 

Q. Was it considered a great benefit to this town in former years — the fisheries ? 
— A. Yes, there is no doubt about that; there was a large number of people here 
that oarned their living by fishing wholly. 

Q. And it has now fallen off, you think? — A. They certainly have as far as 
local trade is concerned — whole families have left, that used to* reside here, by reason 
of the fallinfi" off of the fish. 

Q. Mr. Burns, a former witness, says he is an old resident, and you, Mr. Stewart, 
carry out his opinion from first to last. He says that the fisheries have become 
very much changed, and he has been fishing himself. How does it affect the town ? 
— A. It is nothing very serious to the town; of course a few families have left. A 
few fishermen, by reason of the reduction of the fisheries and better facilities for 
fishing and shipping to other points, have left. 

Q. What is your recollection with regard to the whitefish being caught here in 
former years? — A. Well, all that I know is only hearsay. I have taken notice to 
the boats being allowed a greater quantity of nets, and they get a less quantity of 
fish with them than with a less quantity of nets. In former limes I have seen a 
small skiff come in with 900 trout off the clay bunk. 

Q. About what time of the year would that be? — A. In the fall of the year 
when the fish would be spawning on the rocks. 

Q. How is the decrease in whitefish ? — A. Well, I could not say. I know from 
hearsay that the whitefish are getting very scaice. I think that Mr. McCrae's 
statement in respect to the matter of preservation of the fisheries, is correct — 
that we really want proficient oflicers here in the place to prevent the fishermen 
taking any undue advantage of the fisheries and bringing in fish during their spawn- 
ing time. This would be better than employing these cruisers. 

Q. Are there any nets out during the spawning season ? — A. Why, yes; there 
has been nets out all the time — it is a common thing, and as Mr. Pilgrim said, that 
if the law were put in force it would be an advantage to all. 

Q. The execution of the law is always better than the law itself, and if enforced 
it would be better in the interests of the fisheries and fishermen? — A. Yes, that is 
so. * * 

Q. Have you anything to suggest, Mr. Burns? — A. Well, of course it would be 
also very necessary to establish hatcheries. There is no doubt there has been fisH- 
ing going on along this shore at different places during the close season, and unless 
the law is put into execution there is no use in it, and I don't think the cruiser can 
execute it and, I think, in the interests of the fisheries the law ought to be executed. 
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CHABLES LITTLE, sworn, answered as follows : — • 

Q. Is your residence Meaford ? — A. Yes, sir. 

(i. Well, for how Jong? — A. About thirteen yearn. 

Q. What are your observations? — ^A. My observations are that Mr. Stewart and 
Mr. Burns are right when they say that if the close season was observed it wo«kl 
be better and without mentioning anj' locality, I consider that the contention of the 
fishermen is right in one respect, that is, with regard to the Americans being allowed 
to fi^h while we are not. The Americans will tish in these international lakes,, and 
1 think the Canadians should have the same right. It the close season is enforced 
in Canada, the Americans will take advantage of the restrictions laid upon u» and 
fish all they like. Supposing we saw two extending armies and one would say : We 
don't want to fight ou Sunday but will tight the next day; would not that be giving 
the advantage to the enem^'. So it is with the Americans, they can fibh and we ciin't. 
As the Georgian Hay is international waters, or the same thing, I claim that the 
fishermen's contention here is correct, and especially with regard to Lake Superior. 

Q, Is the contention of the fishermen regarding a close season correct when 
applied to the Georgian Bay, and it would be correct also in the other lakes if the 
Americans observed the close seasons, the same as the Canadians? — A. Yes. 

Q. Do you think, Mr. Little, the fisheries hnvo decreased, in your estimation, 
during the past years to what they were formerly? — A. jyiost decidedly-, from what 
I have heard I think they have, although I don't know much about them myself, 
but I think they have to what they were in fœmer years. 

Q. Have you any idea what caused that? — A. I nuppose it was over-catching 
that will caubC a scarcity of game on the lands as well as cause a scarcity of tish in 
the waters. There is one thing 1 would like to say about Mr. Mcintosh, I think he 
was a little quizzical ; I think the Indians should be allowed to tish in the waters, 
they should have extra privilegCR if any pernonn are entitled to it. 

Q. Do you mean for their own use or for protit if they want to? — A. Ye.**, for 
their own ut^e, or for barter if they want to. 

Let me here odd, Mr. Little, and say that if you could produce the fish by hatch- 
eries alone, and allow the fishermen to tish during close seasons they would consider 
you a benefactor indeed. It is quite necessary to educate the fishermeu and bring them 
to a knowledge that it is essential for them to have close seasons in order to 
recuperate the fisheries and keep up the supply. I was one of the first originators 
of fish culture on this continent of Ameiica, and have always believed in its 
efficacy, but I cannot go so far as to say that the artificial mode of production will 
alone sustain the fish in our waters, and for me to say that artiticial culture is 
going to do it would be absurd. Artificial culture is only an aid to the natural one, 
but to say that it will do it alone without the natural way it is erroneous. It would 
bo perfectly impossible to keep up the fish wealth if nature was allowed to die out, 
and to depend on hatcheries alone, for you never could succeed. I state this 
believing it to be correct, that fish hatcheries are only a supplementary help to the 
natural methods, and that close seasons should be upheld now more than ever; 1 
tell you that fish hatcheries are beneficial, but don't go away with the belief that if 
a tish hatcher}' is established along the Georgian Bay that it is all yon need without 
the uid of nature, and without properly selected close seasons in which the fish can 
freely breed. 

Meeting ajourned sine die. 
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No. 10.— COLLTNGWOOD. 

CoLLiNOWOOD, Out., 30th November, 1892. 

Heeling held by Messrs. Wilmol and Harris in the interest of the Ontario 
-fisheries ; Mr. Huggard, of Barrio, acting as secretary and stenogmpher. 

Mr. WiLMOT addressed the meeting, as chairman, in the following terms: — "I 
will hastily mention what the object of this meeting is, and if you feel disposed to 
give us any information you can do so in the interests of the fishermen and fisheries 
of the country. Eegulations have been made by the Government from time to time 
establishing close seasons, and for the regulating of nets, which are so necessai-y for 
the preservation of the fisheries of the country. Some of these regulations have 
met with opposition, and various petitions have been sent in asking for modifica- 
tions of these regulations, and the Government, in order to obtain full information, 
has thought proper to appoint a Commission to look into the matter. The Commis- 
sioners consist of myself, my colleague here, Mr. Harris, and Mr. Marks, of Port 
Arthur, who, unfortunately, has been unable as yet to join us in our investigations. 
As far as we have proceeded, we have obtained a great deal of very useful informa- 
tion of a practical character. We started at Port Dover and followed the shores of 
Lake Erie and reached Windsor, and from Windsor proceeded along the shore of 
Lake Huron till wo reached Owen Sound, and from Owen Sound we came here, 
giving notice beforehand of these meetings. This place appears to be a very 
p. eminent fishing point, and we were under the impression that there would be a 
large number of fishermen here to give evidence. We propose holding another 
meeting this evening, and then perhaps a better opportunity will be given to enable 
yau. to give us further/information in regaiti to the fishery questiojis. I might also 
mention that the Commissioners have been appointed under the statute and have 
power to take evidence under oath, so that we will take your statements under 
onth, as at all other places, if you feel disposed to give it, and if not so disposed, we 
bhall be obliged to you for your opinions in any case. We have chosen a number 
of questions which touch on the points under consideration, and if the parties prefer 
to go on and answer these questions, we will proceed at once. We will, therefore, 
•commence by asking if there is any gentleman here who is desirous of giving any 
information. The attendances at other place<« have been very fair indeed. A lurge 
jmmber of persons have come out and given their statements fully and freely." 



Mr. GEORGE KNIGHT then came forward and took the following oath :— 
** You, George Knight, do solemnly swear that you will truly answer all such ques- 
tions as may be put to you by this Commission, and also give such evidence and 
information as shall be within your personal knowledge to this Commission relating 
to the fish or fisheries of the Province of Ontario, so help you God." 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Where is your residence, Mr. Knight? — A. My residence is in Collingwood. 
.Q. What is your occupation ? — A. A fisherman, sir. 
Q. Of what standing ? — A. About twenty yeare. 
Q. What is your nationality? — A. English. 

Q. What description of fishery do you carry on? — A. Whitefish and salmon- 
trout principally. 
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Q. Any other kind offish? — A. No, sir. 

Q. What particular waters do you fish in ? — A. Where do you mean? 

Q. I mean in the Georgian Bay? — A. I fish in all parts of it. 

Q. Do you fish in any and all parts of it ? — A. Yes, but mostly on the shores. 

Q. In what vicinity? — A. Near Mink Island, 

Q. What description of net do you ubo? — A. I use a 5|-inch gill-net. 

Q. Do you use this 5|-inch mesh all the season through? — A. No; I uee 4^ 
and 4f for Hummer fishing. 

Q. What is the size of your mesh for autumn fishing?— A. 4J and 5-inch mesh» 

Q. Is this for trout fishing?— A. Yes. 

Q. What are ihe size of the fish you generally catch with a 4f and 4|-inoh 
mesh? — A. Well, whitefish, about two pounds, and trout similar in size; you can 
catch a trout with a larger mesh. 

Q. What is the size of the salmon-trout that you catch by gilling? — A. They 
will average about three pounds. 

Q. Is that the average of your summer fish ? — A. Yes, about. 

Q. What class offish do you catch with a 5^inch mesh? — ^A. They are pretty 
much all trout. 

Q. What is the average weight and size ? — A. About four pounds, some a little 
more and some a little less, but from four to five pounds is about an average weight. 

Q. What is the size of the twine that you use in your summer nets ? — A. I use 
No. 50 most of it, some of it is No. 60. 

Q. And what is the size of the fall net twine ? — ^A. I use No. 35. 

Q. Are you speaking now with regard to the extension of the meshes ? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. How small a fish will that sized mesh catch ? — A. Well, a 2 or 2^pound 
fish. 

Q. Have you ever had any experience with a 3-inch me«»h? — A. No. 

Ki, How small a fish will a 3-inch mesh catch? — A. Too small lor any use; 
too small for anything. 

Q. Will it catch a two-pound fish or under? — A. YeSj^or a 4-inch mesh will 
catch a fish that size, but a 3-inch mesh is too small. 

Q. What sized fish will a 3-inch mesh catch? — A. A pound and a half or a 
two-pound fish, but that mesh is injurious. I think that the standard of 4^inch 
mesh is a very fair standard. 

Q. What period of the year do you think that salmon-trout are in their primest 
and best condition for eatable purposes ? — A. It is good in the fall of the year. 

Q. When are they in their primest condition? — A. I don't think there is much 
difierenee. 

Q. Are they just as good in June and July as any other part of the year ? — A. 
I think salmon-trout are good all the year round ; a great many people claim that 
they like ti'out better in the fall than any other time. 

Q. You say salmon-trout are good at all times? — ^A. Yes. 

Q. How about whitetish ? — A. They are the same as salmon-trout. 

Q. Do you include in this statement at the time they are spawning? — A. No, I 
don*t think they are as good at the spawning time as previous to it. 

Q. Then you think they are not as good at that time of the year ? — A. No, not 
just at that time. 

Q. As they are before it I suppose you mean ?— A. Yes. 

Q. Where do you usually sell your fish here ? — A. I sell them at the Mink 
Islands. 

Q. To whom ?— A. To Stoker. 

Q. Who is Mr. Stoker? — A. He is a fish buyer there. 

Q. On behalf of himself or an American company? — A. We sell to him, and I 
don't know who he buys for. 

Q. Do you know whether they go into the Canadian market or the United 
States? — A. I know they go into the United States. 

Q. What is the average value of your fish j what do you get for your salmon- 
trout ? — A. About 3i cents per pound. 
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Q. What are your whitefish worth ? — A. They are worth about the same. 

Q. Is there no change in the price when Autumn comes on ? — A. No ; pretty 
much the same price all the season through. 

Q. Have you ever taken any close observation, Mr. Knight, with regard to 
when fish are really ripe and ready to lay their eggs? — A. That depends on where 
you are. 

Q. Well, where you fish in the bay then, when you think they are ready to lay 
their egga, when they drop most freely from them? — A. Thoy vary some few days, 
but I should think the latter end of October, some before, and some later, but I 
think thoy very seldom lay before that time. 

Q. Whitefish, what do you say about them? — A. They vary a great deal too, 
some places whore they go to spawn ; now, away up on the north shore they spawn 
there before hero. 

Q. Take it as a fair average ?— A. I have never fished for whitefish in the fall, 
so could not tell. 

Q. Do they spawn about the same time as trout ? — A. They come a little later 
than the salmon-trout. 

Q. Then, generally speaking, they spawn later than the salmon-trout ? — A. 
Yes. 

Q. In 3'our experience as a fisheman, do you lose more nets at any one period 
of the year than another? — A. Well, in the fall I lose more than in the summer. 

Q. What month would yon say was the most dangerous and perilous to your 
nets? — A. We consider that September and October are about the worst months 
here ; sometimes in November it has been very bad. 

Q. September, October and November are the three worst months for fishermen» 
then? — A. Yes; September, I think, is a very bad month in this part of the bay, 
and we have no protection against people stealing our nets — there were two parties 
here lost a whole gang of nets. 

Q. Then you meet with losses by parties stealing your nets ? — A. Yes, we do. 
In the summer, parties come here — we do not know who they are — and steal our 
nets. 

Q. Do they take the whole gang? — A. Yes, take -everything. I spoke to Capt. 
Dunn up there, and he said he could do Dothing with it. There were two lots of 
nets stolen between Mink Island and Campbell's Hock it was suppossd to be done by 
people from Penetanguishene. 

Q. This was done by parties up the bay ? — A. Yes, and they do it right here — 
I lost two buoys in October. 

Q. Ia it strange that you never come across any of these parties ? — A. You 
never can see them. We saw parties coming up from Penetanguishene, but didn't 
know who they were. We don't get any protection, and I think they should 
look after our nets as well as after our fishing anfi give us the same protection that 
other industries have, when we pay our license. We have complained to the inspector 
two or three times having lost nets on each' occasion, but never got any satisfaction. 

Q. Now, are you aware of any small immature fish of any consequence being 
taken? — A. No, I do not know of any — there may be some small mesh nets used, 
but the sellers usually won't sell that class of nets to people. 

Q. Do you know of any small whitefish being shipped into this harbour? — 
A. Well, we see them a pound and a half, and I have seen them less than that in 
small quantities. The small whitefish are pretty hard to ship away. 

Q. Where are they shipped to? — A. They mostly go the American harbours. 

Q. Where are these principally caught, Mr. Knight? — A. All over the ba}»^ al- 
most, you will catch some of them any time through the summer. They are what 
we call a small run offish. There is a different claims of whitefish — there is one class 
that I don't think would ever grow to be a big fish, which are sometimes caught in 
a 4^ mesh. 

Q. Are you aware that the law requires a close Sunday time, that is, the nets 
Mro to bo taken up on Saturday night and laid down again on Monday morning — 
what is your idea about that? — A. We never could do it. It is all right in the bay 
here, but a man never could do it out in the lake. 
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Q. Do you say it is impracticable to carry that law out? — A. Yes. 

Q. Do our American neighbours fish in this part of the bay with their tugs and 
nets ? — A. No, not in these parts. 

Q. Do they in any other parts? — A. No, not unless they come and pay their 
license, or duty; I don't know whether there are any in the bay here at all or not. 

Q. Are you of the belief that there should be some protection like a closed 
season ? — A. I don't think it is a benefit these clo^o seasons. I believe all thcsa 
rough fish eat up more spawn than the fishermen destroy. For instance, you take a 
sucker, and you will find hira full of spawn, and herrings also eat a great deal of 
spawn. 

Q. Would it be a difficult matter for you to show us a fish of this kind with 
spawn in it ? — A. I dare not do it; a man dare not catch a herring, or a sucker, the 
very worst enemies of the spawn. 

" Q. With regard to spawning grounds? Do you think it advitsable to sot a>ide 
certain places for spawning? — A. I do not think it would be beneficial to have those 
spawning grounds set apart. 

Q. Why? — A. Because these spawning grounds, or spawning places are always in 
shallow water. I believe that fishermen ought to be allowed to fish at any time and 
in any manner. 

Q. With any kind of nets? — A. With gilf-nets. I think that fishermen should 
be allowed to fish at any time without a closed season. 

Q. When do you put your gill-nets down ; what season in the 3'ear ? — A. Weil, 
that depends upon the season; we generally put them down about the middle of 
April or the end of April. 

Q. When do 3'ou generally take- them up again ? — A. We are through about 
the 1st of September. 

Q. That is the summer fishing? — A, Yes. 

Q. And when do you set them down again ? — A. Oh, we don't set down again 
until about the middle of October, about the 15th. 

Q. When do j'ou take them up again? — ^A. They are taken up again the Ist of 
Novomber. 

Q. Is there any winter fishing carried on here at all ? — A. I don't think there 
is; a very few may ; there is of course a few herring caught under the ice. 

Q. With nets?— A. Yes, with nets. 

Q. Do 3'ou know anything about any bass fishery here? — A. There is no bas& 
here of any account. 

Q. No spoarinof or shooting of fish here in the spring of the year? — A. No; 
there is a little spearing in the middle of the winter after the ice is set. 

Q. How far out do ihcy go to get them spearing ? — A. Oh, they go out about 
throe miles. 

Q. Are they a large kind of trout that are speared ? — A. Yes. . 

Q. What kind ? — A. Shoal trout we call ihem. 

Q, Arc these the largest kind? — A. Yes. 

Q. What do they generally weigh? — A. Sometimes up to ten or twelve pounds. 

Q. Have you seen them when caught; have you looked at them closely? — A. 
No; 1 never speared any mysclC. 

Q. Have you ever seen an}' speared? — A. Yes. 

Q. Have you seen them opened ? — A. No. 

Q. Do 3'ou know whether there was an}' spawn in them or not? — A. No; you 
don't get spawn in trout iifter the 20th of this month, November. 

Q. The spawning season is over then? — A. Yes. 

Q. Now, sir, what is 3'our idea with regard to artificial culture offish? — A. I 
believe it would be a great benefit. 

Q. What do you draw your conclusions from ? — A. By some places where they 
have bred them. I believe if there was more spawn saved a great deal more fish 
would be saved. 

Q. Do 3'Ou know any place particularly where you could say fishermen have 
been benefitted by it? — A. Well, there are parties on Lake Erie that have been. 

Q. Have you reference now to trout? — A. No, to whitefish. 
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Q. Do yoa think that ou tho American aide, since hatcheries have been 
established, fish have been more plentiful ? — ^A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know that yourself or are you speaking from hearsay? — \, I have 
often fished on the American side some twenty years ago, bat they did not use 
artificial means then, but fish were iished out since then and artificial means of re- 
producinjsc the fish resorted to. 

Q. Have you fished there since the hatcheries have been established? — A. No, 
I have not fished there lately, but since then I have been informed that the fish are 
more plentiful by reason of the hatcherie?*. 

Q. Which are the most valuable kinds offish caught in the Georgian Bay? — A. 
They are both the same. 

Q. Which would you prefer ? — A. As a rule these fish we call the fall fish are 
not as valuable. 

Q. What reason do you attribute that to? — A. It is because they are more 
plentiful, but it is very seldom we get a good season now. 

Q. Is it because they are softer or flabbier? — A. No, it is simply because they 
are more numerous ; it is their plentifulness that causes them to be cheaper. 

Q. Is there any distinctive difference between whitefish and salmon-trout; do 
fishermen prefer getting one kind to the other as a marketable commodity ? — A. 
No, one is worth just as much as the other now. 

Q. Have the whitefish fallen off as a rule more than the salmon ? — A. Yes, to a 
very ^reat extent to what they formerly were; they have here around this part. 

Q. What do you mean by that? — A. We don't get any whitefish here in the 
fall — there are very few indeed. 

Q. Do you mean right here in the bay? — A. No, I mean all over. 

Q. In your recollection were they pretty plentiful at one time here ? — A. Yes, 
yeai*8 ago. 

Q. How long ago might that be? — A. That would be about fifteen or sixteen 
years ago. 

Q. Can you account for this falling off in your own mind ? — A. Well, there was 
not one-quarter as many nets then as now. 

Q. Do you say they were plentiful fifteen or twenty years ajço ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Then what do you think is the cause of their falling olf ? — A. I don't know, 
unless they have taken some other course. 

Q. Was this then their spawning ground, this bay ?— A. Yes, on tho south side. 

Q. Do they not come here to spawn any more? — A. No. 

Q. Have you formed any idea how it is that they have fallen off so largely? — 
A. I can't tell, unless it is that this bay is getting very dirty with bark, and thistle- 
downs blown in off the lake has made it very foul. 

Q. You say whitefish only come here to spawn in the fall of the yea;- ? — A. Yes, 
around the Gi\Qe of the rocks. 

Q. Is there nothing else ? Have not the spawning grounds been disturbed a 
good deal by fishing in former years? — A. I don't know. The fish seemed to drop 
off all at once; I think they have taken a different course. It is supposed that tho 
fish that come into this bay are supplied from Lake Huron. 

Q. That is only supposition though, is it not ? And you say years ago you could 
get them here in tho fall ? — A. Yes, lots of them. 

Q. Well now, with regard to the fish that come here in October — what do they 
cofne here for ? — A. They merely come to spawn. They remain here until they are 
done spawning and then go away. We don't get but a very few; they swim high, 
and we catch them through the ice. 

Q. Don't you catch them in the summer season? — A. No, you would not 
catch ten in a day. You can frequently see them jumping in the water. We call 
it fly catching, but you can very seldom catch one. 

Q. Are not these fisheries carried on extensively up through the Georgian Bay ? 
— A. There is a large class offish caught on the north shore. Jt is not like Lake 
Ontario — there is only one class of trout there that I ever saw. 

Q. So that upon the whole there is a great falling off, of both salmon-trout and 
whitefish in this bay? — A. Yes. 
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Q. At the presout time compared with former years ? — ^A. Ye^ 

Q. Now have you any suggestions to offer yourself, Mr. Knight ? — A. No, I am of 
the same opinion as the rest of the fishermen. The close season does not effect tbe 
fishing along the north shore — they are done fishing before we catch any here, and 
when the fish come down here we have to stop. 

Q. Do you admit that trout come here to spawn ? — A. Yes, they come here to 
Sjmwn, I believe they are here all the time. 

Q. Then do you think if the close season was carried out you would not get any 
salmon-trout at all? — A. It is carried out now. 

Q. Do you say that close seasons are not beneficial ? — A. I don't believe they are. 
I believe that hatcheries would be more beneficial. We don't hardly ever get any 
fish in the closed season. 

Q. Then you think a hatchery is what is wanted, and not have a close season ? 
— A. If hatcheries were established I think we would have more fish. I never heard 
Icll of any close season anywhere but here. I think that fish oughc to be caught in 
the closed season. I don't suppose there was two ton of trout caught altogether 
during the closed season, and if we had hatcheries and allow us to tish all theyeai 
round, wo could save a good deal of spawn whore now it is dostro^-cd. 

Q. How would the present catch compare with the number of trout caujjhtS 
or 10 years ago? — A. As a rule I don't fish a great deal for trout. 

Q. You say that this season that not more than two tons were caught, how 
would this compare with what was caught 8 or 10 years ago ? — A. I don't think there 
is much difference — very little difference. 

Q. How many tons of trout could yon have caught 10 years ago? — A. I would 
not have caught a ton — we used to fish outside in deeper water. 

Q. This year how many did you catch ?— A. I did not get more than six hundred 
pounds — this year there was rougher weather. Some years there is more fish caught, 
it depends upon the weather. 

Q. I don't know that you can tell us a great deal more, Mr. Knight. 

By Mr, Harris : 

Q. I want to know something more about — where that island is you say you 
fish on ? — A. It is Mink Island. 

Q. Where is it from Parry Sound ? — A. It is 20 miles from Parry Sound. 

Q. Is Mink Island near Squaw Island? — A. There is Cabbage* Head, and Mile- 
stone Island, which are only five miles from Mink Island, and Mink Island is 60 miles 
north of Collingwood off the eastern shore of the northern bay. 

Q. Do you ever fish in the bay down about Collingwood ? — A. Oh, yes; I have 
fished here for a number of years. 

Q. I suppose the fishing got bad here before you went up to the north shore ? — 
A. 01 late years, yes. 

Q. You spoke of pickerel — is that what the Americans call 3'ellow pike? — A. 
Yes. 

No. 



Q. Do you ever catch any other kind of pickerel ? — A. No. 

Q. Have you heard our American neighbours speaking of blue pickerel ? — A. 



Q. How many fathoms deep of water do you fish in ? — A. About 16. 

Q. How many fathoms of net do you fish T^ith ? — A. I don't know, it would be 
about 6,000 or 7,000 yards. 

Q. You have a sail boat I suppose? — A. Yes. 

Q. Do you deliver your fish to the tug? — A. No, we take them to Mink Island. 

Q. Have you ever lost any nets in rough weather ? — A. Yes, lost some. 

Q, Does it happen pretty frequently ? — A. No, not unless there is a very bad 
storm. 

Q. How do you lose most of your nets, tell me that of your own personal 
knowledge ? — A. Sometimes we get a whole gang of our nets destroyed by bark off 
the saw logs, that is the inside strips of the baik coming off pine logs, A net is 
almost worthless after it comes in contact with this bark. This is another way of 
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losing nets besides what we lose with storms. And this bark luppears to drive the 
fish all away, loo. We ofien take up our nets when they are fuiï of bark. 

Q. Does that bark carry your nets away ? — A. No, but they aie no use, they 
iire spoiled and won't fish after it any more. 

Q. Whether do you lose more in deep water or shallow water if there comes a 
big blow ; can you give me an idea of your percentage of loss fi om that reason ? — 
A. I cannot. 

Q. What I want to know is, can you give me any idea of the percentage of 
twine you lose from storms and rough weather ? — A. Well, I suppose on an 
average we lose a thousand yards every j^ear. 

Q. Do you lose that much beyond what is stolen ? — A. Yes, we have that loss, 
besides what is stolen ; I lost some this fall, and I suppose a thousand yards would 
hîirdly cover it each 3'ear. 

Q. What is the average weight of your trout? — A. The trout average about 
three pounds. 

Q. What do your summer trout average? — A. Summer trout average about 
three pounds also. 

Q. What do your autumn trout average? — A. They average better than the 
summer trout. ' \ 

Q. Do they average higher now than thej" did fifteen or sixteen years ago? — A. 
No, I don't know that they do. Our summer trout are what id called *' potguts," or 
mud trout; they live in deep water. 

Q. Is it the same trout as the autumn fish ? — A. No, it is a different fish 
altogether. 

Q. When is the best time to catch these fish ? — A. In the latter end of October. 

Q. What is Che average size of them ? — A. I think about four or ûve pounds. 

Q. What size of fish would you catch in the autumn fifteen or sixteen years 
atro? — A. I don't see any difl^erence at all. I have heard reported that they used to 
catch fish twenty, twenty-five or thirty pounds, so they do now, sometimes, what we 
call "mokers" in deep water. I have caught large trout in Lake Erie weighing 
ihiity or forty pounds, but what we "see here were great big fish no use for any- 
thing ; I would not eat a piece of one of them. 

Q. What nets do you consider the most destructive, the pound-net, gill-nets, or 
peines? — A. I think pound-nets are the worst. I don't think the seine is so very 
destructive, for you see fish as a rule don't goon the shore until certain seasons of 
the year, and on our shore you can't have a seine on account of the rocky bottom. 

Q. Do you say that the whitefish spawned here fifteen or eighteen years ago, 
do you mean around here? — A. I mean right heie, and in Meaford and Thornbury. 

Q. Was there any particular place for spawning? — A. Off the edge of the 
rocks. 

Q. Did salmon-trout spawn there then? — A. No. 

Q. Whore did they spawn at that time? — A. Around the south shore of Colling- 
wood and Meaford. 

Q. Do you like the American plan of allowing their lakes to be fished? — A. 
Yes, you can fish any place you have a mind to, with any sized mesh. We used to 
go from here there and pay duty. 

Q. What is the duty ? — A. Thirty per cent en their nets. 

Q. What do you mean by 30 per cent? — A. You cx)uld fish by pa3Ûng duty on 
the boat, $80.00. 

Q. Is it more expensive there than here? Would you like the American plan 
adopted here of allowing any boat to come here and fish whore they like? — A. No, I 
would not. 

Q. What do you think of the meshes used here? — A. I think the meshes used 
here are about as small as ought to be used. 

Q. Would you like the American plan introduced here? — A. No, they kill with 
everything there. 

Q. Do you think it would be right for the Americans to come over here and fish 
in our closed seasons? — A. We don't want to fish the same as the Americans with 
regard to nets, but want to fish the whole season through. I can talce my rig over there 
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and fish tho whole ^oason through by paying for my boat. I fished there aboat 20 
years ago, and the fish all run out, but I believe they are getting their whitefi»h 
replenished by artificial means. 

Q. Now you say you want no closed season and don't want the American plan 
— in fact, what you want is more than what any American is permitted to have — 
you want to fish these waters the whole year around and prevent everybody else 
except a few licensed persons, and you want to keep the public out? — A. No, I don't 
want to keep anybody out. We don't want all «orts of nets ; but we don't want trap- 
nets, nor pound-nets, but we want protection, and we also want come means of 
hatching these fish. 

Q. Then, as I understand your evidence, you want to use your gill-nets in the 
Georgian Bay with a 4j-inch mesh ? — A. I don't care about that, but I suppose any- 
body who pays license has a perfect right to fish. On the American side all through 
this month they can fish away; here we are fined if we only catch a herring or a 
sucker, the greatest enemy to the trout. Wo are not allowed to bring in a sucker or 
a herring; there is only nbout three or four months in tho year that we can fish. 
We start about the middle of April, and about the middle of August we have to pull 
out again, and then we have a little bit of fall fishing and that is all we get out of it. 

Q. Now, in reference to the question of loss of nets, what season of the year is 
your principal loss in twine? — A. In the fall of the year. 

Q. Do you think you would make more money if all the gill-nets were taken up 
the Ittt of November ? — A. They don't, as a rule, fish with summer nets in the fall 
of the year. Our summer nets are all laid up by the 1st of November. 

Q. Would it be better for the fishermen if they all took their nets out by tho Ist 
of November? — ^A. Yes, I think the fish would be more plentiful. 

Q. Considering the rough weather, would you be better oif if they all took their 
nets up the 1st of November? — A. No, I don't think so, November is a fine month 
— September, as a rule, is the worst month — our summer nets are all taken out in 
Septembei*. 

Q. Let me know what portion of your nets are in the water the Ist of September ? 
— A. if I had a boat I would have about 5,000 yards, and in the summer have all the 
others in a shed. 

Q. Do you not think it would be better for the whole lot if they took all their 
nets out on the 1st of November? — A. Well, I don't know; there would be a lot more 
expenses, and it is a hard matter to make a living, the fish are getting so scarce. 

Q. Then, on account of the scarcity of the fish, you think it would not be better 
to take the nets up the Ist of November ? — A. Yes, when we had no close season at 
all here there were more fish. 

Q. Don't you get nearly twice the price now for the same kind offish you did 
some years ago? — A. No, we do not get a great deal more for them now than we 
used to get. 

Q. How much more do you get? — A. Well, when we sold whiteflsh here wo 
used to get about 12J cents a piece for them, and they would not give more than 3 
or 4 cents a pound now. We used to get a York shilling each when whitefi««h 
were plentiful. 

Q. Are there any fish dealers here in town ? — A. No. 



NORMAN SANDERS, having been duly sworn was examined ; 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Where do you reside Mr. Sanders? — A. In Collingwood. 
Q. What is your occupation ? — A. A fisherman. 
Q. Of how long standing? — A. About twenty-five years. 
Q. Of what nationality/ — A. A Canadian. 
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Q. What class of fishing do you do ? — A. Salmon-trout and whitefish, piokerel 
and piko. 

Q. Salmon-trout are tho principal ones ? — A. Ye», sir. 

Q. Do 3'ou principally fish in the Georgian Bay? — A. Yos, of late years. 

Q. Where in former years? — A. In Lake Ontario. » 

Q. What part of Lake Ontario? — A. Gilluses Island on tho American side, I 
have fished in it up on the Canadian side. 

Q. What made you leave the fiîihing on Lake Ontario? — A. For better fishing 
here. 

Q. Tho fishing was played out there, was it? — A. No; it was not played out 
altogelhor. 

Q. What particular locality have you been fishing in here? — A. Near Squaw 
Island on tho south shore here. 

Q, D.) you mean all the shore ? — A. I m^an from Cabbuijo Head to Christian 
Islands around to Collingwood, it takes the whole Bay principally in. 

Q. You have been fishing here about how many years? — A. About 14 years in 
the Bay here. 

Q. What description of net would you fish with formerly ? — A. I have fished 
with pound-nets in Lake Huron, and gill-nets in the Georgian Bny^ and seines hero, 

Q. Where was your principal fishing ground ten or twelve years ago ? — A. Ten 
years ago I was fishing at tho mouth of the Nottuwasaga Bay. 

Q. Was the best fishing there at that time ? — A. I don*t think it Was. 

Q. Where are the best fishing grounds? — A. On the north and south shores 
here in the vicinity of Squaw Island and Mink Island, for whitcfishing in the sum- 
mer and trout fishing in the fall. 

Q. Well, how did it pay you? — A. Did you ever keep an account of the fish 
caught in those days, B&y eight or ten years ago? — A. No. 

Q. Did you finh with one or more boats ? — A. One boat. 

Q. What would you catch with one boat in those days ? — A. Well, we used to 
get from fifteen thousand to eighteen thousand fish, that is whitefish, they were the 
principal kind of fish. 

Q. Thene were taken where? — A. In tho vicinity of Squaw Island, on the Squaw 
Island fishery. 

Q. Were you fishing there this year ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. The same boats, same nets and everything? — A. No sir, I am fishing with a 
tug now. 

Q. How much additional net do you cany now ? — A. I have about twice as 
many nets with the tug. 

A. What quantity of fish did you get this year ?— A. I got about thirty-one or 
thirt3'-tvvo tons. 

Q. About what number offish would you have? — A. We don't count them by 
the fish at all now. ' 

Q. What would eighteen thousand fish weigh in olden times ? — A. They were 
about tho same size then as they are now. I see very little difference. 

Q. Well, then you got about half as many with the same appliance with a tuix 
this year. You got 32 tons and divide that by half of what you got in former times ? 
— A. Of course, I don't fish as many months now as then. 

Q. Are the fish scarcer now in your opinion than formerly? — A. Well, yes, I 
don't think there are as many fish now as in former years. 

Q. Well, now you say they are very much less off the shore than they used to 
be? — A. The whitefish are very scarce ; very few whitefish have been caught for 
the ]mt eight years. 

Q. What is your idea about this great falling off? — A. I cannot hardly tell- 
^whatthe cause of it is; of course there is more boats fishing now than what there 
was then; there is almost double the amount of fishing done now to what there was 
then and since I first came on to the lake, and that must be the cause of the falling 
off. 

Q. Can you give any reason for the falling ofî" on the other shore, or is it the 
same reason as you gave for the scarcity on the north shore ? — A, Yes, sir. 
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Q. Do you suffer in your fishing from the effects of these logs, which the previ- 
ous witness spoke about? What are the effects from these logs? — A. Well, they 
fetch them out in rough weather and the bark all comes off them and they sink 
into the nets on the bottom and destroy the nets. They tow logs from the French 
River over to the American side principally, and that spoils our fishing grounds at 
Squaw Island. 

Q. Do they tow them past the island? — A. Yes; they cannot very well tow 
them across it. 

Q. In doing this, the bark comes off and spoils the bottom ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Do you think the bark comes off there more than any other place ? — A. No. 

Q. What distance do these rafts have to travel from Mink Island before they 
come to Squaw Island? — A. They have to come 40 miles from the bank, whore they 
arc lodged before they reach Squaw Island and about 20 miles from French River. 

Q. I)on*t you think the most of this bark is knocked off before they roach 
Squaw Island ? — A. We dou*t catch our fish on the shores; the fishing is carried on 
from five to twenty miles from the island. 

Q. Could you show us a speciman of your gill-nets? — A. We can save you a 
specimen of our gill-nets another season if you require them. 

Q. Is the Squaw Island fishery a good place to fish for trout? — A. No\ very 
few trout are caught on Squaw Island; about one-fourth of the catch are salmon- 
trout and the balance are whitefish. 

Q. Is it all gill-net fishing there ? — A. Yes, it is all gill-net fishing there. 

Q. Well, as a rule, is the salmon-trout and whitefishing equally as good as it 
was in former years ? — A. I think we have as many trout now as any time within 
the last teu years. 

Q. With regard to the trout, the falling off is not as great as the whitefish ? — A. 
I think there is more trout in the bay at the present time than there were a few 
years ago. I think the trout are increasing in the bay whilst the whitefish are 
decreasintç. 

Q. THien this is the only reason that you know of; its overfishing and nasty 
stuff from the logs that is spoiling the fishing? — A. Yes. 

Q. Wha»t way does the bark effect the fishing grounds? — A. It falls off the logs 
and drops to the bottom and spoils the bottom, and the fish will not stay where it is. 

Q. Then, the fish that used to be there are not there this season ? — A. No, there 
is 35 miles there of ground that would be ten miles wide that you hardly dare sot 
in once the windy weather commences. Last year we had over $300 worth of nets 
lost by the bark, and the year before about $400 worth, and we quit this year in 
time. It !s a slimy stuff that comes off the inside part of the bark and will break 
all the nets you have. 

Q. What shape is this bark ? — A. It is the fine bark and is stringy and doubles 
across these nets and you can't get it off the nets and they are no more use. 

Q. It is a great benefit to the fish I should say? — A. Well, you won't catch 
them then. 

Q. You think these are the causes that are spoiling the fishing then? — ^A. Yes. 

Q. Does that lie on the south shore ? -A. No this bark does not affect the south 
shore, that is from Wiarton down to Collingwood they are not bothered with it. 

Q. And yet the whitefish have almost disappeared along the south shore? — A. 
I never saw very many around here in my time anyway. Whitefish are hardly 
ever taken here on the south shore. There have been very few caught since I have 
been on the bay. 

Q. Then it could not be the bark that caused the whitefish to leave the 
south shore ? — A. Well, I don't think it ever was much of aground for whitefishing. 
X November was the month that they did this fishing and they don't fish in Novem- 
ber nowadays, and I can't say whether the whitefish are gone now or not. 

Q. When do the salmon-trout come near Squaw Island shore? — A. There is no 
spawning grounds at Squaw Island that amounts to anything. 

Q. When is the spawning time of the salmon-trout? — A. I think the average 
spawning season in this bay as far as I know has been from the 25th October, to 
the 10th of November. I think either before or atXer that there is very little harm 
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to fiâb by CHtching. Some seasons there may be a little difference, bat that has 
been tbe time or the average time in my experience. 

Q. Have you ever had anything to do with the herring business ? — A. Yea, I 
have bad a little bit on the bay. 

Q, What time do they spawn? — ^A. I never paid any attention to them ; they 
don't seem to bo of much value — I could not say anything about herring ; I know 
they are getting very plentiful on i he bay — I have beard they are very destructive 
and have spawn in:iide of them, but don't know whether it was on their own spawn 
or the spawn of whitefish. 

Q. Well, what do you think now it was? — A. I thought they were whitefish 
spawn. I have seen as much as a cupful in one of them. 

Q. Do you know whether they spawn in the full or in the spring of the year ? 
— A. I think they spawn in the fail, because I have caught them at all times of the 
year and T don't know that I ever meù them yet with the spawn running out of them. 

Q. What about bass ? — A. I never catch any bass. 

Q. Do you think it right to have some judicious laws for the protection of fish 
in the Georgian Bay ? — A. Yes, I think it is right to protect them if there is nothing 
else to replace them, there is no way of doing it but by carrying the law out, 

Q. What is your idea in regard to these artificial hatcheries ? — A. I don't know 
whether they are of any value or not; they claim they are catching twice as many 
fish in Lake Erie as before they introduced them. I have never fished where they 
have been used — since I was a child they have been catching fish some years good and 
pome years bad. 

Q. The falling off of the whitefish has been much more than the salmon-trout ? 
— A. Yes, that is my experience. 

Q. Which is the most valuable fish, the whitefish, or the salmon-trout as a fish- 
ing industry? — A. The whitefish are the most valuable fishery on this bay. 

Q. That is the Georgian Bay ? — A. Y'es. 

Q. And it accordingly oupht to receive more consideration to sustain it? — A, 
I think so because it is a whitefish bay. 

Q. What is your idea about these two kind of salmon-trout they speak of? — A. 
I don't know. 

Q. Do you think there are two or three different kinds offish ? — A. The salmon- 
trout may look different, but I think they are all the same fish. I never caught a 
small fish yet with spawn in it. 

Q. Is that the reason, because you catch them in the summer ? — A. Yes. I never 
catch them on the shoals, these different trout they speak of 

Q. Well, have you ever oaught any of these big trout? — A. It is all principally 
big trout we get in the fall of the year, except in the spawning season. 

Q. And this would be about October, you say? — A. From the 25th of October 
to about the 10th of November. 

Q. The summer salmon-trout caught in the summer don't appear to have any 
spawn in them, do they? — A. I have never seen any in them. 

Q. Do you think the 4iinch mesh and 5-inch mosh is about right? — A. I think 
the 4^inch mesh is the correct mesh for whitefish and salmon-trout. 

Q. And for the summer salmon-trout, do you mean ? — A. Yes, I mean summer 
trout. These 5^inch meshes are fitted out with buoys for shore fishing. Men use 
them who do not observe the law, although the regular fishermen do use them for 
trout fishing on the shoals, bat these are not an extensive net, but fishermen some- 
times use them in the fall of the year to fish on the rocks and shoals and shores. 

By Mr, Harris : 

Q. What way do you notice that it is an injury to fish, this rafting of logs on 
the bay? — A. Because I never yet caught fish where there was a dirty, muddy 
bottom. You know that stuff is washed up and fish won't stay amongst it. I don't 
think it is injurious to the spawning grounds, but we can't catch fish where it is. 

Q. Do you notice that it in any way drives the fish away ? — A. Yes, sir, it 
drives the fish away from these grounds. 
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Q. Do yon soe any dead fish about it? — A. No, that rafting injares us more 
than it does tbe finb. It injures our property. 

Q. Do you fish at Squaw Island duiing the npring and summer months? — A. Tee. 

Q. Do you catch whitefish there then ? — A. Yes, and the Lake Huron fishermen 
come acroRH and fish in the Geoigian Bay. 

Q. Canadian fishermen ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. i^oyou think they have a right to? — A. Yes, I think so. They are Can* 
adian^; I can't see any reason why they should not. 

Q. Are there too many fishermen in the Georgian Bay ? — A. I tbink when a 
man cannot make a living at it be will quit. 

Q. Did you ever hear of the miles of gill-nets there are in the bay ? — A. No, I 
did Bot. 

Q. Would you like to adopt the American plans ? — A. It just depends — if I 
knew whether thepe hatcheries were a good plan or not. If hatching is a good plan 
I would like their fishing. If the hatcheries are satisfactoiy I would rather have 
their plans. 

' Q. If they would hatch out as many fish as you catch you would like the 
American plan? — A, I would rather have tbeir plan, yes. 

Q. Mr. Sander^, have you had any experience with regard to pound-nets on the 
American side ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know as a matter of fact that a great number of small fish are 
caught in pound-nets? — A. Y^es, they catch everything, 

Q. When you say small fish, what do you mean ? — A. I mean whitefish and trout. 

Q. What do you mean by small whitefish? — ^A. Well, a whitefish a pound or a 
pound and a half, or under, are small fisb. 

Q. Are these fish marketable ? — A. No, they are not. 

Q. What do they do with them then ? — A. They are generally thrown away. 

Q. Thrown out into the water? — A. No, thrown on tbe shore. The general 
run of the fishermen usually bring them in on shore and throw them away. 

Q. Can you give me any idea of what you have seen at one quantity thrown 
away that way? — ^A, I have seen 400 or 500 pounds. 

Q. Have you ever seen anything with re^^ard to tbe kind of pound-nets the 
Canadians use here? — A. I don't know anything about them here — I have never 
fished with them here. You see the same reports of the Canadian fish here at the 
Manitoulin and Duck Island where Covey has bis nets, yet I would like to know if 
there was any reason why we were stopped from fishing with trap-nets. 

Q. What do you mean by trap nets? — ^A. I mean what is called the hoop-net or 
fike-net. It was the pound-net that they petitioned against and the hoop-net or fike- 
net would only be used for catching rough fisb, such as pickerel, bass, pike, etc. 

Q. Then you want no way of providing against the use of certain nets? — A. I 
can't answer that question. There are a certain amount of men that want to make 
a few dollai-6 — September is no use, and October is very little better, and also the 
last twenty days of November — I don't see why the Government stops us from catch- 
ing trout during that time. 

6 p.m., meeting adjourned till 8 p.m. 



8 p.m. Meeting opened again for business: — 

WILLIAM A. CLARK, having been duly sworn, was examined : — 

By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. Wheiedoyou live Mr. Clark? — A. At Collingwood. 
Q. What is your occupation ? — A. I am a fisherman. 

Q. How many years have you been engaged in fishing ? — A. In the neighbour- 
hood ot thirty years — all my life. 
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Q. What is your nationality ? — A. A. Canadian. 

Q. What kind of fishery do you lollow ? What quality of fish or kind ?— A. 
Whitefish and salmon-trout. 

Q. What kind of net do you use? — A. GilUnet and pound-net. 

Q. What description of tish are you in the habit of catching most ?«— A. 95 per 
cent trout and whitefish. 

Q. And the balance would be what V — A. Herring and coarse fish. 

Q. Have you done anything in the way of sturgeon? — A. I have caught some 
sturgeon, but very few. * 

Q. And what in regard to bass ? — A. I have never caught 500 pounds of bass in 
ray life. 

Q. What particular waters are you in the habit of fishing in ? What locality? 
— A. Lake Huron. 

Q. What particular description of net do you use there ? — A. Gill-nets in Lake 
Huron and the Georgian Bay; and gill-nets entirely in Lake Superior. 

Q, Where do you use the pound-nets ? — A. In the Georgian Bay. 

y. Well, do 1 understand you to say that you ufc^e pound nets only. There is a 
difference between a trap-not and a pound-not ? — A. I mean pound-nets. 

Q. What is the difference between a pound-net and a trap-net? — A. Well, the 
pound-not i» on a larger scale, but they are generally used in about the same 
localities. The pound-net can be set on a soft, bottom with stakes, and the other 
you have to float. (The reason I ask you this question is because there is a 
diversity of opinion about these nets.) 

Q. Well, is there any difference in the body of the two, or is one wholly 
enclosed and the other not ? — A. The trap-not is enclosed at the top and bottom. 

Q. They have the same kind of tunnel ? — A. Either net may be enclosed alto- 
gether ; in a trap-net it is just the same hs a money bag, or purse. 

Q. Are they otherwise the same ? — A. Pretty near, only the trap is on a smaller 
scale. 

Q. We are seeking information, Mr. Clarke? — A. Yes. 

Q. Would the trap-net be as destructive as the pound-net ? — A. Yes, the trap- 
net is very similar. 

Q. Do you say you used pound-nets in the Georgian Bay before the time when 
the l»w «topped them ? — A. Yes. 

Q. How many years ago was that, do you recollect ? — A. That was done ; I 
think the last pound-net fishing was done about seven years ago in the north 
channel. 

Q. Now, Mr. Clarke, you have given a very fair statement of this matter; do 
you recollect what the cause of the pound-net being allowed in the Georgian Bay 
vras? — A. Yes, it was by representations made by Mr. Gothier; Mr. Gothier was a 
fisherman at Sandwich. 

Q. Do you know how it was that he had influence to have all that done ? — A. 
1 could not say, but I know his representations were that the principal spawning 
grounds of the whitefish were at Killarney. He represented that his men opened 
this ims^inary line. 

Q. Where was this imaginary line? — A. It was from Cape Herd to Spanish 
River. 

Q. Then since that time there has been no pound-net fishing east of that line? 
— A. Well, of course, that knocked the life out of us fellows; wo sold and destroyed 
our nets; I did so with mine, and the others did the same thing. 

Q. You say that this destroyed the pound-net fishing industry in the Georgian 
Bay? — A. Yes, we all turned to gill-net fishing aguin. 

Q. Are you of the opinion that was a correct statement that all the whitefish 
breeding grounds were east of that line? — A. It was Huch from the description 
given to the Government. It was then repre>ented by Mr. Gothier that the young 
whitefish frequented the waters east of this line. 

Q. This has always been a puzzle, Mr. Clarke? I have always been of that 
impression myself, but I am glad to hear it endorsed by you that Mr. Gothier 
abolished the use of pound-nets in the east of that line on the Georgian Bay. Now, 
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is it not a fact that the yoang whitefish largely freqaent the waters west of this 
imaginary line? — A. Yes, they do. 

Q. What is your reason for that, Mr. Clarke? — A. Because of the large 
quantities of young whitefish caught there, and that come from that locality; they 
come from the tîshing stations in that locality. 

Q. Would that locality include the Duck Islands? — A. Yes, the Duck Islands 
and the Little Missiasauge. 

Q. Would that also take in the fisherijos on the north shore of the Manitoulia ? 
— A. Yes, on the north shore of the Manitoulin, at Thenlon Point and Dollar Bay. 

Q. Would that take in Killarney ? — A. No, that is further west. 

Q. May I ask you, Mr. Clarke, whether there are many fish taken from the 
nets in this channel? — A. There is a current there that keeps the water in a state 
of agitation there and that stirs up food for them. 

Q. Are these waters more protected than the open waters ? — ^A. Oh, certainly. 

Q. And, therefore, the young whitetish prefer it? — A. Yes. 

Q. In what quantities have you seen these young whitefish going to market ; 
would they be in largo quantities ? — A. I have seen from one to four and five cars. 

Q. What, at one time? — A. Yes. 

Q. Well, has this been pretty continuous? — A. Well, I have taken notice to it 
for the last two years. I have been there near the line for the last three years and 
have called people's attention to it. 

Q. Do you know if these young fish are taken from Mr. Gothier's nets ? — A. I 
don't know from where they come; I know they are taken, that is all. 

Q. Did you Know they were passing through in transit to market? — A. I have 
seen them here and in Butfalo and Detroit on the market. 

Q. What would be about the* probable average size of the whitefish you have 
reference to? — A. From f to Impounds; jrobably in a whole carload you would 
not get one bigger than that. 

Q. Are you speaking of whitefish altogether ? — A. Yef», sir. 

Q. No more than a pound or a pound and a half in a whole carload ? — A. Well, 
the whitefish would not exceed that. 

Q. Could you give me a rough estimate as to the probable quantity of these fish 
that are caught during the season ? — A. No, I could not. 

(i. Have you seen them frequently passing in transit ?-^A. Yes. 

Q. Did you look particularly at them? — A. Yes, I generally made it my busi- 
ness to look; I have seen them passing in transit and on the market. 

Q. Does this same catch of small fi!?h apply in any way to the salmon-trout? — 
A. There are very few salmon-trout caught. 

Q. What do you call a small salmon-trout in the same line as the whitefish ? — 
A. Well, a pound or a pound and a half ; of course the gill-net men get some, and they 
get a cent or a eent and a half a pound, and if they catch 20 or 25 of these small 
trnut they would consider that a good many to pull out at once; the gill-net men 
will not fish where they are small trout, but move to other quarters. This of coui-se 
applies to the Georgian Bay. 

Q. What is the reason of that ? — A. Well, they go to other grounds. 

Q. Is that by reason of the trout being small?— A. Yes, they won't carry on a 
fishery wheie they are small. 

Q. Are they considered marketable or as eatable, or as good to sell as the 
largor ones ? — À. No, they are neither as good for eatable purposes nor for sale. 

Q. Are there many of these small whitefish disposed of in the Canadian market ? 
— A. No; they mostly all pass through to the American market; of course there 
are a few of these trout packed in with cars ot other fit»h. 

Q. Do the young whitefish pass the Canadian market? — A. They pass through 
to the American market mostly. 

Q. Is this practice carried on in the Georgian Bay? — A. No, not in the 
Georgian Bay; this is all done beyond and we^t of the line, from Cape Hard to 
Spanish River. 

Q. None of it done here, you say, from that established western line?— A. No; 
none of these young whitefish are caught or shipped from the waters east of this 
line. 
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Q. Would that be from the fact of the gill-nets being set on the Georgian Bay 
east, and the trap or pound-nets being set on the west side of this line ? — ^A. Yes, 
certainly that is the cause, it is on account of the mesh in the pound-nets. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the size of the meshes in these pound-nets ? — ^A. 
On an ordinary herring-net the meahes are very small. 

Q. That is the b(Kly of the net you mean? — A. Yes, sir. The meshes are so 
small that they <jatch a small herring. 

Q. What would you call an ordinary sized herring? — A. Oh ; a half pound. 

Q. Then do you think that accounts for all these small fish being caught in the 
pound-nets ? — ^A. Yes, I think that is the cause of it. 

Q. Do you use any seines of any kind ? — ^A. No, sir, I never used a seine in my 
life. 

Q. What about hoop-nets ? — A. I never used any. 

Q. What is the size of the mesh in your gill-nets ? — A. Up to two or three years 
ago, since the legal mesh was reduced from 5 to 4^ inches, we use the 4^ mesh. 

Q. What was it then? What did you use then?— A. Yes, I used 4J and 4|. I 
have fished with a mesh smaller than 4f , it was reduced to 4^ from 5 inches. 

Q Do you think that was beneficial in the interests of the fishery ? — A. No, sir, 
I do not. 

Q. For what reason, sir ? — A. Because it took the fish before they were matured. 

Q. Because the smaller meshes took fish before they were matured ? — A. Yes ; 
I mean in this locality in the* Georgian Bay. 

Q. What is your idea with regai*d to the size of a salmon-trout, that would be 
sufficiently matured and fit to lay its eggs on a general average? — A. Well, that de- 
pends on the locality and kind of water it frequents. 

Q. Have you got two kinds of trout? — ^A. Yes, there is a summer fish and a 
fall fish. 

Q. What is the size of the summer fish generally ? — A. In Lake Huron they 
will average from 2^ to 4 pounds dressed. 

Q. What will the autumn fish average as they are caught? — ^A. They will aver- 
age undressed from 3 to 5 pounds. 

Q. What tvill the average of the summer trout undressed be ? — ^A. From 3 to 
4} pounds. 

Q. What would you consider the average fish that would be immature, that is 
unfit to lay its eggs? — A. I have never noticed any spawn in what we call deep 
water trout. The smallest would weigh probably from IJ pounds to 1} pounds. 

Q. And with the fall fish what would be the smallest size that you would see 
eggs in?^-A. Oh; we don't catch one black trout in a thousand in the autumn with 
spawn in it. ' 

Q. They are invariably the one size according to the locality — they are larger 
than the summer trout? — ^A. We call them summer trout and fall trout. It is 
because they frequent the top of the water. 

Q. Which kind frequent the top of the water?— A. The fall fish. 

Q. The fall fish feed on what, sir? — A. On herring and flies. Out in deep water 
he feeds all over. 

Q. What does he feed on in the autumn?— -A. He goes in and feeds on crabs 
and snails, etc. 

Q. During the spawning season does he eat very much ?— A. No, I think not. 
I have seen spawning fish when their stomach would be full of slime, probably on 
outside shoals, slime of the rocks. 

Q. What about the summer trout? — A. He feeds principally on small herrings; 
deep water herring — ^I don't know whether you call them herring or not ; we call 
them bloaters and ciscoes and herring and other fish. They eat anything they 
can get after spawning. 

Q. Do you know trout to be very voracious and eat almost anything they can 
get? — A. les, I know that the salmon-trout will eat anything they come across 
except duHng the spawning season. 

Q. Do they then eat Ywy little ? — A. Yes, they eat very little in the spawning 
season. 
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Q. And are you of the opinion that there are two distinct species of trout in the 
lake ? — A. I think there are three, just as well as there are English, Irish and 
Scotchmen. 

Q. What are the distinctive marks in the three different kinds of trout? Are 
the summer kind one distinct trout? — A. Yes, sir, known as the top water trout, and 
the fall trout. Then there is a run of what we call " mokers" — these are very large 
fish. 

Q, What are they probably on an average ? — A. Oh, they average some 18 
pounds — a boat load will average that right through. Then there is the black— or 
what we call rock trout — these are fall trout. These are the ones that come in in the 
fall to spawn. 

Q. What time do they generally come in ? — A. That depends upon the locality. 

Q. Give us one instance? — A. Well, in Lake Erie they come in about the 10th 
September. 

Q. When in Lake Huron ?— -A. It would be later than in Lake Superior. 

Q. Well what is the difference ? — A. There is a month's time between Duck 
Island and our town here of CoUingwood. 

Q. In Lake Huron about what time do they come to spawn ? — A. About 20th 
September. 

Q. And in the Georgian Bay, when ? — ^A. Well, there are very few trout south 
and east of Cabbage Head before — probably the 20th October. 

Q. All these tish come in expressly for spawning ?-^A. Yes, that is when they 
come on the rock bottoms. 

Q. How long are they in the act of spawning before they leave' their beds again ? 
— A. Il don't take them long. They leave in as many more days, some 7 or 8 days. 

Q. Does it take them a week ? — A. I think they would get through in twenty 
minutes once they get ready and then they leave again immediately. 

Q. Do they leave at once for deeper water ? — A. Well, I think they come to the 
surface — these fish I don't think frequent deep water very much — they stay with 
the herring principally, and on reaching the surface again begin to feed. 

Q. Well, what do you call the other kind of trout that you speak of? — ^A. There 
is another fish in Lake Superior what we call the red fin. 

Q. Are the red fins a laige or small fish ? — A. They are a smaller fish than the 
ordinary Lake Superior fish and mn nearly all one size. 

Q. Do you know that other kind of trout they call the red salmon? — A. Oh, 
yes, there are a few .places up there where they are caught. 

Q. Do you know anything about the ciscoes up there? — A. Yes. 

Q. What do you know about the ciscoes ? — A. Well, they frequent deep water 
for one thing. 

Q. Well, why are they called ciscoes ? — A. I think it is because of their great 
fatness. I wish I never saw any of them. 

Q. Why do you say you wish you never saw them? — A. Because they are a very 
unprofitable fish. 

Q. Are they numerous? — A. Yes, very numerous. 

Q. Are they principally taken in deep water or shallow water? — ^A. Deep 
water, from 60 to 100 fathoms. 

Q. Are they much used as an eatable fish ? — A. No, you cannot feed on them ; 
if a man gets a feed on them once he has diarrhoea for three or four days. 

Q. What is the cause of that? — A. I think it is from their oily nature. 

Q. Do you think that prevents them from being a marketable fish ? — A. Yea, 
I do. 

Q. Is there nothing of that kind in the Georgian Bay ? — A. No, I have not 
seen them in the Georgian Bay. 

Q. Do you know of any distinct difference in whitefish ? — A. Oh, yes. 

Q. Is there more than one kind of them? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How many kinds of these ? — A. I think there are three kinds of whitefish. 

Q. How do you distinguish them? — A. Well, there are fish we catch in fi-om 
15 to 20 fathoms; that is the fish we principally ^sh for. 

Q. What are they? — A. Ordinary whitefish. 
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Q. What is the average size of them? — A. Well, we catch them with a 4- 
inch meah; they will average from two pounds to two pounds five ounces. 

Q. And what is the next size? — ^A. The larger whitefish— «the " moker " white- 
fish — the same as the big trout. 

Q. Where are they taken ? — A. In the shallower waters. 

Q. What will they average ? — A. They will average on Lake Superior — and we 
get them here on the Georgian Bay — they will average eight pounds dressed. 

Q. What do you take these with ? — A. With large mesh gill-nets and pound- 
nets. 

Q. Well, these large mesh gill-nets will be about what size? — A. About a T- 
inch mesh, and a 6-inch mesh. 

Q. Are they a marketable fish ? — A. No, they are not. You can only sell a 
limited quantity of them. 

Q. w'ell, now, what about the third kind?— A. They are these little bloaters, 
we catch in pretty deep water ; they are a pretty fine fish. 

Q. What will they average ? — A. It takes about 40 to 60 to make a package. 

Q. Could you give about the average weight at all ? — ^A. Oh, they would not 
weigh more than a pound or nine ounces dressed. 

Q. Are they as marketable as the others? — A. No, they don't carry well these 
small whitefish. I never caught many of them in the (xeorgian Bay ; they are 
principally in Lake Superior. 

Q. Are there none of any consequence in the Georgian Bay? — A. No. 

Q. Would a 3-inch gill-net catch these small whilefish? — A. It would stop 
quite a few of them. 

Q. Would it also catch at odd times some of the medium or summer whitefish 
in the Georgian Bay — a 3-inch gill-net? — A. Oh, yes. 

Q. It would catch numbers of the small and immature whitefish? — A. Oh, yes, 
it stops hundreds of them. 

Q. And a 3-inch mesh seine would catch them large and small? — A. I don't 
tl)ink a seine should be used in any case for catching whitefish and salmon-trout 
without the mesh being a great deal larger than the gill-net, a quarter larger 
anyway. Of course this don't apply to Lake Erie. It is L*ake Huron, Lake 
Superior and the Georgian Bay I refer to. 

Q. Have yoti formed any opinion as to which is the more destructive, the 

rund-net or the gill-net for general fishing in the Georgian Bay ? — A. Well, where 
have been on the beach with the two nets, the pound-net has always been the 
most destructive of the two. 

Q. Why is that? — A. We judge on account of the mesh, and also that the 
pound-not is used invariably where the young whitefish frequent. 

Q. One reason, I suppose, is because it is closer to the shore ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Well, would you say it was on account of the mesh in the pot of the net ? — 
A. Yes, I think so. 

Q. What is the average size of the mesh ? — A. Prom one inch and a half to a 
two-inch extension. 

Q. Will this take any kind of small fish ? — A. It will catch almost everything. 

Q. Will it take everything almost from a minnow upwards ? — A. It will take 
fish olf afl kinds that are not marketable, no matter what kind. 

Q. Everything that is unmarketable? — A. Yes, sir. I put in two years on 
Whitefish Point, probably one of the largest and best fisheries on the chain of lakes. 

Q. Where is Whitefish Point ? — A. In Lake Superior, 40 miles above the Sault, 
in the State of Michigan. I have seen probably one hundred thousand young white- 
fish destroyed there in a season ; they are earned to the dump and thrown away. 

Q. Was it on account of their smallness? — A. Yes. When they would be put 
in with a boat load they would get bruised on account of their softness. 

Q. Have you ever seen instances of that kind in Canadian waters at all ? — A. 
Yes, sir, I have seen some. 

Q. Do you consider this most destructive to the fisheries ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Where have you seen this done? — A. At Thessalon Point. 
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Q. Do jou think these 8ma41 fish would become good marketable fish if left 
there longer? — A. Yes, they would get larger and become a marketable fish in a 
year or two, and become able to reproduce their species. 

Q. Have you anything else to mention as to the two kinds of nets? — ^A. No, I 
think that covers it all. 

Q. In your experience as a fisherman, Mr. Clarke, have you noticed when fish 
may be in their best condition — take salmon-trout, what months are they in their 
primest condition for market? — A. In April and May, and up to June. 

Q. What time are thewhitefish at their best?-^A. In the corresponding months 
— any time from New Year out. 

Q. Can you give any reason for this, is it because they are farthest from the 
spawning season ? — A. Well, tbat is one cause, and the water is colder. 

Q. Then is it your opinion that when the fish are spawning, or approaching to 
spawn, they are in poorer condition than at any other time ? — A. There is no doubt 
aoout it. They are poorer because they do not feed as well in the act of spawning. 

Q. Does this apply to all kinds of fish in your estimation ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When the nsh are spawning do they move around much ? — A. No, they do 
not; you can go and pick one out for your breakfast or dinner or supper with your 
hands. 

Q. Would you pick a mother fish or female ? — A. No, a male fish. 

Q. Where do you market your fish generally? — A. In Canada and the United 
States — about 90 per cent in the United States. 

Q. I suppose if the demand were all right you would sell here ? — A. Well, the 
Canadian price is lower and the demand limited. 

Q. Canada is not large enough to carry on the work to advantage ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Are there no large dealers to contract with on an extensive scale? — ^A. No, 
sir, none that would guarantee employment to the catchers. 

Q. Who do you principally sell to here? — A. 1 have been selling to the Bufialo 
Fish Company, or at least they have been handling our stufi^. 

Q. Do they furnish the nets and tackle to carry it on, or do you furnish that 
yourself? — A. They advance the money to get the nets, etc., and give us a line of 
credit. 

Q. Do they ever deduct anything from you for duty on fish going to the United 
States, or is that ever considered ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do they all go free into the States ? — A. Yes, sir, they do. 

Q. Do you know there is duty on them but they don't collect it? — A. Well, I 
don't wish to say too much on that point from the Canadian fisheiy standpoint. We 
have not suffered from it. 

Q. What is the average* price that you get for your fish ? — A. Our whitefish 
and salmon-trout are about the same thing. They average from 4^ to 5 cents per 
pound — but they dropped this fall to 3J cents. 

Q. Have you any idea whether that was on account of the extra quantities ? — 
A. Yes, we have had heavy catches all through the year, and I think that was the 
cause of the fall. Manitoba has to-day probably 2,500 tons of their own stock. 
Lake Winnipeg is wind3^ I had a son on one of the tugs there this summer, and it 
seems to me that there is something that the fish take in their stomach there, and 
just as soon as the fish die they become swollen and are no good, and that is the 
reason, I think, why the pound-net would be better to keep the fish alive longer. I 
think. Mi*. Wilmot, it would be but fair and right to give them a chance to see if they 
could catch fish with a pound-net in Lake Winnipeg, because from what I can learn, 
there is a great deal of current in the lake and that raises a sediment in the lake 
which will hide it. 

Q. Have you any idea as to the time when the fish are ripest to spawn ? — ^A. 
That depends on the locality. 

Q. In your experience, do you find any month in the season when you suffer 
from inclement weather more than another ? — A. Oh, yes, the bad weather starta 
about the middle of October, and earlier on Lake Superior. 

Q. This continues through, I suppose? — A. Yes, invariably. 
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Q. And it is during that time you lose most of the nets? — A. Yes, the currents 
are heavy in the lakes, then. « 

Q. Now, what is your idea with regard to the Sunday close time?--A. It is 
impracticable — it could not be done. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the Americans fishing in Canadian waters 
at all ?— A. The two years that 1 fished at Whitefish Point, the half of them were 
Americans. 

Q. Is this pretty general ? — A. Where the boundaries are close together it is. 

Q. Then you don*t sufl'er from Americans fishing in the Georgian Bay? — A. No. 

Q. Have you fished in Lake Huron ? Have you noticed this interference at all 
there? — A. It is the case when they take tugs at Groderich and at Sandfield, but it 
is mostly on the boundary lino between the two countries — one will poach as much 
as the other, the only difference being that the Americans fish in November and the 
Canadians don't. 

Q. Do they fish in the close season ? — A. Yes, whilst the Canadian has to 
observe one *, of course the Government know as we draw their attention to it. 
The Americans have no restrictions as to the kind of nets or licenses which is an 
injustice to the Canadian fishermen. 

Q. Why do you say that is an injustice to Canadian fishermen ? — A. Because 
they compete in the same market and we have the transportation against us and the 
Americans have this to the good. 

Q, Have not they got to transport to the States, too ? — A. Yes, but they are 
closer and their transportation is easier. 

Q. Are you of the opinion that it is judicious on the part of the authorities to 
have a proper close season for the perservation of the fish ? — A. That is the material 
question. 

Q. Do you consider that it is advisable to have properly selected close seasons 
to maintain the fisheries of the country? — ^A. Well, when I was talking to Mr. 
Tupper a year ago or a little better, he said our people were then trying, and had 
been trying for a number of years, to bring about an arrangement where both people 
could be suited with international arrangements, which would be an advantage to the 
country and to fishermen of both countries. I think it is pretty hard to tie the 
Canadian up in November, and let the Yankees go ahead, because it don't save the 
fish — they are a thing that will migrate and move from one body of water to another, 
that is the general opinion. 

Q. Whether do you think it desirable on the part of this country to have a 
closed season or not? — A. Well, I have given you my view on the matter. 

Q. But as a Canadian subject and a person carrying on traffic in the country, is 
it right if the Americans have no laws for the preservation of their fish, that we 
should have none either ? Take for instance the Georgian Bay, there is no possibi- 
lity of the fish of the Georgian Bay going over to the other side ? Don't you think 
close seasons are beneficial in our waters and lakes that are entirely surrounded, 
a;id are wholly Canadian, such as Winnipeg, Nipigon, and Lake of the Woods? — 
A. Yes, but I think there should be joint action and that the Americans should have 
a law to observe the close season also. I may tell yon that it is no use to attempt that 
matter, as the Federal Government has no control over the individual states. But if 
it could be arranged with the Americans that they should have close seasons, I 
would say let us have the same thing. If we were the consumers of the fish I would 
say close the season, but when we have to sell 95 per cent to " Uncle Sam" I say put 
TIB on equal footing — if the United States have not got close seasons, the Canadians 
should have the same fair play, because the Canadian fisherman's market is almost 
wholly in the United States, 90 per cent anyway. 

Q. When are your nets generally put down first? — A. About the opening of 
navigation — say about the 1st May; it won't vary more than four or five days one 
way or another. 

Q. When do you take them up ? — A. They remain set then until the close of 
the season ; 75 per cent of the catch is completed by the first September when the 
fiahing business is over. 
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Q. The close season would not aflfoct very many then? — A. No, Just a few 
fishermen. 

Q. Does this apply to the whitensh, salmon-trout, yellow pike, sturgeon and 
pickerel fishery also ? — A. Yes, all of them. 

Q. Is the pickerel fishery of any consequence here ? — A. Yes, there are very 
large quantities caught here, and there is a good demand. 

Q. What part of the bay are they taken from ? — A. From Waubashene and 
Thessalon Point. 

Q. Well, what do you call yellow pickerel? — A. The regular wall-eyed pike, 
as they are called in the United States. 

Q. Do they run a pretty good size ? — A. Well, late in the season they would 
average fully four pounds.* 

Q. Have you ever seen any blue pickerel? — A. There is no such fish known 
here as blue pickerel, I have never seen any of them here. 

Q. Are they spring spawners ? — A. Oh, yes. 

Q. When do they spawn ? — A. Aboufr April and May, part of each month. 

Q. Is there any winter fishing carried on here? — A. No, not in this vicinity. 

Q. When you say not in this vicinity, what do you mean? — A. Well, from 
Christian Islands north, and right around ; of course, there is some done at Wabau- 
shene, and Penetanguishene, and among the Islands on the north side of the bay, 
and east up to the Mink Islands, and from the Mink Islands to Waubashene. 

Q. Do you know of bass fish of any consequence up there ? — A. There are some 
bass caught on the north shore, probably 30 tons of bass come through here in a year. 

Q. Are they principally taken with nets, do you suppose?— »-A. I think they are. 

Q. What kind of nets ? — A. I don't know, they are not taken with giil-nets, and 
pound-nets ain't allowed — some are caught with a troll, and hook and line — I can't 
tell you how they are caught, but they come there. 

Q. Do you know when they spawn ? — A. Not exactly, I think it is in October, 
that is the time they come in on shore. 

Q. Do you know of any spearing or shooting offish being done here? — A. The 
Indians do some spearing of trout, and the farmers do a little spearing, but a speared 
fish is not a marketable fish. 

Q. What is your idea with regard to artificial production? — A. I think, by all 
means, that the hatcheries are a benefit to the fisheries. 

Q. Now, can you give me your idea with regard to the most valuable fish that 
frequents this bay. ? — A. Well, the supply is changed, and also the kind in the last 
five years, now trout are becoming the most valuable fish. Yellow pike and bass 
bring more money, but there is not many of them caught. There is now so many 
summer resorts being opened up that the trout makes a better dinner. 

Q. Well, how does that make him more valuable ? — A. The demands are greater, 
take lor instance the State of New York, a single hotel will order ûve barrels in a 
morning. 

Q. Do you say the people prefer the' trout to the whitefish as a dinner fish ? — 
A. Yes. 

Q. Which of these fish have fallen off the most in your memory, the salmon- 
trout, or whitefish ; can you give ns any comparison now as with former years? — A. 
I think the trout have fallen ofi^ more than the whitefish. 

Q. When you say fallen ofl^, in what way do you mean? What would be the 
proportion that has fallen off in comparison with eight years ago? — A. Well, take 
it eight years ago and the present time, the falling off on the spring catch is 
fully 30 per cent. Now, on the north shore, or any place in the Georgian Bay up to 
the 1st June, you won't get any whitefish. 

Q. What with regard to the autumn catch ? — A. Well, I think this fall I never 
got a bigger haul of trout than I got this year. 

Q. Do you think the fall trout are about the same, then ? — A. Yes, about the 
same. 

Q. How does this compare with whitefish, say now and eight years ago? — A. 
Oh, whitefish have dropped off more than 30 per cent. We don't know what was in 
the lake at all, we caught fish 15 and 20 years ago only on the shores. 
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Q. Did you fish up near Squaw Island ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Well, were the fish more plentiful years ago than they are now ? — A. Of 
course, 20 years ago if a man was to take a gang of nets to Squaw Island, like they 
do now, it would take a small schooner to carry the fish away ; at all times summer 
fish were plentiful, and the autumn fish were plentiful 20 years ago at certain seasons 
of the year along the coast as they were passing. 

Q. What time of the year were they the most abundant as a rule? — A. Well, 
take it in November, the whitefish in this vicinity would be the most abundant. 

Q. Salmon-trout, when ? — A. In October they are just as plentiful as ever. 

Q. Are whitefish taken, on the same grounds, or are they of any consequence at 
all here? — A. There ain't any more whitefish on these grounds. 

Q. Have you to go away for them ? — A. We don't get them in the fall at all. 

Q. Are salmon-trout here vet ? — A. Yes, they seem to be about as numerous as 
ever. 

Q. Is that in September and October ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know anything about the Wiarton fishing grounds at Colpoy's Bay ? — 
A. Yes. 

Q. What would you call the fish you catch there ? — A. These we call black trout. 

Q. Do you say then, generally speaking, the fish have declined considerably 
within the last 20 or 30 years ? — A. 1 would say from 30 to 40 per cent. 

Q. Have you any reasons of your own that you could give for this decrease ? — 
A. I think the decrease has been caused by overfishing and fishing in the spawning 
time. 

Q. Then your principiil salmon-trout fisheries are in what locality of the bay ? 
— A. Well, I think along the south shore of the Manitoulin Island and on the east 
shore of Lake Huron. 

Q. What about the Georgian Bay here ? — A. Well, we only catch them in any 
quantities in May here, and again in September or the fall. 

Q. That means in October, does it ? — A. Yes, October and November. 

Q. In what localities are the whitefish principally caught? — A. Well, from the 
Western Islands on the Georgian Bay along the north shore and up the north pas- 
sage to Thessalon Point. 

Q. You say a few on the south shore ? — A. No, none on the south shore. 

Q. You said they were taken plentifully at one time ? — A. Yes, in the fall of 
the year. 

Q. Have you taken many? — A. Oh, from.1,700 and upwards with one gang 
of nets. 

By Mr, Harris : 

Q. t want you to show me on the map where these fisheries are. (Troduces 
map and shows Lake Huron.) Where ie Duck Island in the Georgian Bay ? — ^A. 
Duck Island is on the south shore of the MaDitoulin. 

Q. Where are your fisheries where you fish with pound-nets and other nets ? — 
A. In the north, generally about north-west of Squaw Island, in what we call Caga- 
wanuck Bay and Campbeirs Point. 

Q. And where are they? — A. North from the Manitoulin Island to the main 
shore. It is from one to two and throe miles wide and some places ten or sixteen 
or eighteen miles. 

Q. What is the average depth of the water in that place ? — ^A. Probably from 
eighteen to twenty feet on the north channel, or back of the channel it is from 
eighteen to thirty fathoms. 

Q. How maty pound-nets are there out there ? — A. I had four. 

Q. Had any other persons pound-nets there besides yourself? — A. Yes, the 
Noble Brothers. 

Q. What year was that ? — A. About seven or eight years ago, up to the time 
that this dividing line was run from Spanish Eiver to Cape Hurd. 

Q. Where is Spanish River ? Show me it on the map ? — A. (Shows Spanish 
Biver on the map.) All west of that line you can fish with pound-nets, or trap-nets,. 
but east of it you could not. 
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Q. Were there seven or eight more pound-nets besides yours ? — ^A. Yes, there 
"were quite a number. 

Q. What sized meshes had the bodies in these nets ? — A. I think ours was a 
two-inch ; it would pull about two-inch extension. 

Q. That I suppose was about the size as a rule ? — A. Well, I brought mine 
from Point Abbey, Lake Erie. 

Q. Were none of the other nets any larger ? — A. None that I know of. 

Q. What kind of fish would you catch ? — A. Some sturgeon, trout, bass, pickerel, 
a general variety. 

Q. Any sheepheads ? — A. Yes. ^ 

Q. Any dogfilsh Î — A. Yes. We call them " lawyers " here. 

Q. Pretty ravenous, ain't they? — A. Yes, they are pretty good feeders. 

Q. How often do you move your nets ? — A. Pound-nets, every other morniDg. 

Q. What depth of water do you put the bodies of your nets in ? — ^A. Twenty- 
eight and thirty feet. 

Q. What length of lead ? — A. Perhaps four or five rods, 

Q. How close to the shore do they run, in what depth of water ? — A. About four 
feet. 

Q. Did you û^h with a steam tug ? — A. No, Mr. Noble used a tug. 

Q. Can pound-net fishing be carried on better with a tug than a sail boat ? — ^A. 
Yes, if you have nets enough to make it pay. 

Q. How many pound-nets could a steam tug use ? — A. Oh, that would depend 
upon the distance apart. 

Q. Well, say a mile apart?— A. Oh, I think, say from 10 to 15. I don't think 
they would be able to get over 15 nets. 

Q. About what distance ought the pound-nets to bo apart so as not to injure 
the fishery? — A. Probably, I think, about two miles, although most places I have 
seen them a good deal closer. They should be further apart in the channel than in 
the open lake. I think they should fioh in the channel without them, they come 
on to the beach and don't move much. 

Q. Have you an ice-house? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. No freezer, I suppose ? —A. No, not just now. 

Q. How near do the gill-net men fish to you when fishing there? — ^A. Oh, within 
two or three hundred yards around us, and in the shallow water. I have seen it 
when the pound-nets would get from two to five tons in a day, and I have set gill- 
nets clean around them, and not got 50 pounds. 

Q. Have you ever seen nets with the fish dead in them ?— 7A. No, not unless 
something would strike them and kill them, or sometimes in a storm. 

Q. Do you think fishing, as conducted 6 or 7 years ago, was proper? — A. I 
think it was, if the meshes were right. 

Q. Bv the mesh I suppose you mean the mesh in the body? — A. Yes. 

Q. What size do you think that mesh should have been? — A. I think it should 
have been 4f . 

Q. It would then catch whitefish of what size? — A. From 2J to 3 pounds. 

Q. Trout of what size? — A. About the same, they mighty be a little smaller, say 
2 pounds. 

Q. If pound-net fishing were carried on again with that sized mesh, would yon 
think it less destructive than any other kind of fishing? — A. I think it a nice way 
of fishing. A great many of the fish caught with pound-nets would not be caught 
with gill-nets; we never catch yellow pike and pickerel with gill-neta. 

Q. Are the yellow pickerel one of the best fishes in the lake for table use? — A. 
It is the best fish it seems, from a dealer's standpoint. It ranks the i)6Bt ; it is a ûsh 
that carries well, and you sell it quick. 

Q. Are the}' pretty plentiful up there? — A. Yes, in certain seasons of the year, 
from spring till about the middle of July. 

Q. Do you call them yellow pike? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are they a ravenous fish ? — A. Yes ; the first thing after spawning the 
pickerel is looking for something to eat, and will eat anything it can swallow. 
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Q. Would young whitefish be a portion of that fish's food ? — A. I suppose it 
would. The herring or the whitefish is just as ravenous as the pickerel at that 
season of the year, they will eat other fish as quick as the pickerel. 

Q. Do herring eat young whitefish? — A. Yes, and whitefish eat younç herring. 

Q. What season of the year are they the most ravenous ? — A. The herring, in the 
spring of the year early, and along about August you can go down to this dock and 
take down a hundred minnows and you will get a herring, or a half a dozen, for 
eveiy minnow you have got, and you* will catch an odd whitefish right along with 
the herring. 

Q. Have you caught whitefish with a hook ? — A. I have caught lots of them 
myself with a hook. 

Q. Have yon seen a considerable number of small immatui*e fish shipped from 
this country^*) the States ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have these shipments been at various times in large quantities? — A. Yes. 

Q. Where are they principally caught ? — ^A. In the north channel above Little 
Current. 

Q. Was that the time the pound-nets were used, or since? — ^A. Both at that 
time and now. There never was as many caught as the past season. 

By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. Can you tell who caught those small fish, will you tell ? — A. Certainly I 
will let you know. 

Q. Who caught these fish then ? — A. C. Noble, jr., & Brother and Lapointe, 
and I think the nets belong to Gauthier and others. 

Q. Was it Noble and Gauthier then that shipped these small fish — down for 
where ? — A. Most of them come this way and to Wiarton. The Dollar Bay and Thes- 
salon fish have to go thi*ou^h the American channel to DeTour. 

Q. Are these Dollar Bay fish caught with nets the same as the other fish ? — A. 
No ; there are more or less nets in all these islands. Pike's Bay and Missisauga 
Islands in the vicinity of the Manitoulin. 

Q. Do you know anything about Cameron Island ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Were the Gauthier neta set at the mouth of the Spanish Eiver? — A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know that numbers of small whitefish were alno caught off islands 
at the mouth of the Spanish Kiver? — A. The fish caught about Spanish Biver are 
principally pike, and sometimes sturgeon are caught in the clear water off the Mani- 
toulin Islands. 

Q. Are these fish caught in pound-nets ? — A. Yes, sir. They have been doing 
some nice fishing there with one or two nets. 

Q. Where does Gauthier ship his fish ? — A. They go to Detroit, although nobody 
will ever know what Gauthier has been doipg. 

Q. Have you any suggestions to make as to how the catching of these small 
fish could be stopped ? — A. Yes, sir. As I told you before, make the crib of the net 
not less than 4|-inch mesh and in the body. 

Q. If pound-nets were licensed to responsible parties to fish these waters with 
eteam tugs, would that be a protection to the small whitefish ? — A. 1 d(m't think so. 
I would like to give you my reasons, for whenever taking young fish out of pound-nets 
of a pound and less in weight, every place a whitefish touches is bruised or hurt, 
and in a very short time you will find them dead ; and where there are lots of pound- 
nets you may dip out a half a dozen nets and many fish will become putrefied and 
rotten. 

Q. Would that apply to 4^inch mesh ? — A. Not much. 

Q. Are you now speaking of nets with an inch body ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Would all the fish caught in a 4^-inch mesh be marketable ? — A. I would 
say 4 J mesh would be about right. 

Q. Do you say that if a fish sits in this mesh it holds him ? — A. Yes, a fish that 
touches it, stays there. 

Q. Have some of these small fish been shipped through to Buffalo ? — A. Yes, 
plenty of them. 
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Q. Would there be any difficulty in making regulations to seize those fish, to 
confiscate them, they could be easily traced? — A. They have all been made away 
with now. 

Q. If there was a regulation to confiscate immature whitefish, say under two 
pounds, and trout under two pounds, what would the result of that be? — ^A. That 
would rest with the Grovernment. I should thiuk there would be no trouble if a 
regulation of that character were established. 

Q. Is this fishing done openly and suri^eptitiously ? — ^A, Yes, sir, and shipped 
along with other fish. 

Q. Do you think it would be a benefit if the Grovernment would seize all 
immature fish ? — A. Certainly, I do. 

Q. An immature whitefish, what size would it be generally, and about what 
weight? — A. GenoiWly about one and a half pounds or one and a thhrj pounds. 

Q. An immature salmon-trout would weigh about what ? — A. About the same. 

Q. And do you think a 4|-inch mesh would prevent their destruction? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Would a 4- inch mesh allow these small immature fish to escape ? — À. Ko, it 
would not, not without hurting themselves. 

Q.' Do you say about 90 per cent of the catch of the fish here go to the States? 
— A. Yes, sir, from the Georgian Bay and Lake Huron, and I might say from Lake 
Superior. 

Q. Then, if a hatchery is established, 90 per cent of what are hatched out will 
go over to the other side ? — A. Well, if we can hatch fish Iiere for ten cents a hun- 
dred and sell them for $12.50, that is a good speculation. 

Q. This hatchery, then, would be principally for the benefit of the fishermen ? 
— A. Not any more than their American hatcheries would benefit us ; of course, it 
would give employment to a large number of people and would bring a lot of money 
into our country; there are 160 men in this town that won't do anything else only 
follow the water. 

Q. Do you think all fishermen would have a larger supply and a greater demand 
for their fish?— A. Yes, with a hatchery I can supply Canada with all the whitefish 
they want; it would be like a drop of water in a bucket; south and west of the 
Canadian Pacific Eailway, that is brought from Sudbury down this way. 

Q. Well, looking at it that way, if a hatchery is established and small fish pat 
in the Georgian Bay, do you think it necessary that some protection should be had 
for these fish before they can mature ? — A. The small fish ain't mai*ketable after 
you catch them and you would only get an inferior price for them, and if they were 
put in from a hatchery they could be preserved till mature. 

Q. How could this be done ? — A. By the mesh of the net. 

Q. And by what else? — A. I think, the mesh in the net would be fully as much 
as the close season. 

Q. What else? — A. This can be obtained by a proper sized mesh, say 4j in the 
pound-nets and 4J in the gill-nets. 

Q. Is there any other means by which these little fish could be preserved to 
come to maturity ? — A. There is only one way, having a proper close season, pre- 
venting the Americans as well as Canadians; we start at Pigeon Biver, away 150 
miles west, and we fish down this way. 

Q. Are you talking of Lake Superior, too ? — A. Yes; take from the Sault down 
to Kingston, and you can go down as fai' as Sangeen Bay, it is nearly as big as the 
Georgian Bay. 

Q. Then you think if these northern waters were stocked with fish from 
hatcheries, the most stringent regulations should be made to prevent their destruc- 
tion in the Georgian Bay until they arrive at maturity ? — ^A. Well, in the way I 
spoke of formerly, I believe so. 

Q. Do you say, Mr. Clarke, they should be taken care of until mature; they are 
not a good fish to catch at a pound or a pound and a half? — A. 1 might just as well 
say that I am in favour of the close season and be done with it, 

Q. If the Georgian Bay waters were stocked with young fry from hatcheries, 
should they be taken care of until matured ? — A. Yes, sir, that is my opinion. 
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Q. Well, what parts of the year are trout oanght on the islands in the north 
channel ? — A. In the spring and fall. 

Q. Are they not there in the summer ? — ^A. They are there, hut they are on 
the surface ; that is what we call ^' potguts " ; the black trout I don't know where 
they go. I have seen these nets get a ton of black trout in a morning and then 
they would leave. 

Q. Now, when do whiteiish appear about the north channels ? — ^^A. Tljev move 
with the moons up and down. They are there sometimes in one locality and some- 
times in another. 

Q. Where are the whitefish spawning grounds principally ? — A. From the Mink 
Islands to Tbessalon on the north shore principally. 

Q. Where principally would be the spawning grounds of the trout ? — A. From 
Mississauga to down about the Scotch Bonnets on the east shore of Lake Huron, and 
the west shore of the Georgian Bay, and from Tobermory to Collinçwood. 

Q, Now in the event of a hatcheiy being established here coula you get a plen- 
tiful supply of eggs ? — A. Yes, we could have a plentiful supply of trout and wnite- 
fish, we have a steamer for it from both the north and south shore, there is Killar- 
ney, Bustard Islands, Byng Inlet, Point Barry, Mink Island and above that also. 

Q. Arc these all spawning grounds in the months of October and November ? — 
A. Well, it is according to how the moon is. 

Q. Arc you speaking of whitefish or salmon-trout? — A. At these points white- 
fish spawn principally in the fall. 

Q. At what distance from the shore ? — A. From one to three hundred yards. 

Q. Could they be easily netted there ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Whatkindof nets?— A. Gill-nets. 

Q. Are they the only kind of nets — the reason why I ask you is because fish 
caught in a gill-net would be useless for a hatchery? — A. You could not use pound- 
nets for a hatchery — they would have to be caught with a gill-net. 

Q. Would the difficulty with pound-nets be on account of the rocky bottom? — 
A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know anything about Colpoy's Bay ? — ^À. Yes, the one is a forma- 
tion of clay and limestone and the other is clear granite, without you get between 
the rocks and the islands. You will readily understand that in catching fish in agill- 
net you have to haul up the nets at once, before they die; but if caught in a pound- 
net they can remain for a week or a fortnight if necessary — before taking the eggs 
from them. 

Q. Is there a sandy bottom there ?— A. No, it is a curious thing, fish spawning ; 
the coarser the fish the rougher is their spawning ground, they drop down into the 
rocks. 

Q. Is there a current there ? — A. Up where these whitefish spawn there is no 
current. 

Q. What depth is the water ? — A. From one to four feet, and the shallower the 
water, the thicker the whitefish, — they spawn on the flat rocks up to twelve inches 
in depth. 

Q. Are there any bays or little capes that could be fenced in as a reservoir to 
keep fish in when caught? — A. Yes, there is a belt of land there, six or eight miles 
wide, where fish could be kept in abuodance ; this, of course, would be of no use 
unless caught alive to be put into it. 

Q. In the erentof a place being found there for that purpose what length of a 
trip would it be from there to Collingwood? — A. About one hundred miles. 

Q. The time coming in ordinary weather would be about what? — ^^A. About ten 
hours. 

Q. By steamer or by tug ? — A. By our boat, it is a tug, 

Q. Where would salmon-trout eggs be got readily ? — A. I think if I was going 
to set a pound-net for eggs, I would go to Cape Reach. 

Q. What about Vale's Point? — A. It is pretty hard to do much there. 

Q. Where is Cape Eeach ? — ^A. It is about 25 miles away. I have been fishing 
on grounds, whitefisn grounds, when the fish would come in in a body and lay their 
eggs and disappear just as mysteriously — this year the fish where 15 days late. I 
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believe there is more than a month between Manitoba and Ontario. Our bottom is 
bad, take it where we had oar whitefishing grounds, the bottom of the Georgian Bay is 
becoming literally rotten with the bark of these large rafis of timber coming out of 
the French River — for instance they start for Lake Huron, the prevailing wind in 
this oountiy is from the west and coming from different streams of the pineries on 
the shores of the bay, I have known a raft to lie for three or four days in sight 
right ove^* the principal feeding grounds of the whitefish, and it is both destructive 
to the fish and also to the nets, because when a gang of nets get amongst them 
they have to throw them away or take two or three weeks to clean them. 

Q. Do you think the natural food of the whitefish is destroyed by these deposits? 
— A. Yes, the fishing grounds are destroyed, besides the destruction of the nets. 

Q. You say the natural food of the whitefish at this season is small insects, and 
it is destroyed by this broken bark and its effects? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Hence the whitefish leave these grounds ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you refer to rafts that have been towed to Michigan? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And you say this bark and these rafts are injurious to fish ? — A. Yes, and a 
worse injury to the nets, because you might just as well throw away your net. 

Q. How does this bark effect the net? — A. It gets into it and sticks to the 
meshes of the nets and rots the twine. 

Q. What may be the size of some of these rafts ? — A. Some of them cover 
from fif^ to seventy acres. 

Q. That is a pretty large raft, is it not? — A. Yes, sir, one raft will cover an 
area of from fifty to seventy acres. 

Q. Are these rafts very numerous? — A. You can nearly always see one cross- 
ing the bay. 

Q. To what point do they generally go? — A. Principally to Saginaw, and 
diffei*ent points in Michigan, and some to Tonawanda in New York State. 

Q. Is this traific increasing in quantity yearly? — A. Yes, very rapidly; the 
last two years there have been immense quantities since the duty was taken off 
the logs. 

Q. Are you speaking in this case of the feeding grounds? — A. Of course; these 
raf^ keep away from the shore and do not affect the breeding grounds, as the latter 
are near the shore, whilst the other are out in the deep water. 

Q. If it has only the effect of driving fish from their leeding grounds, it does 
not kill the fish at all ?— A. No. 

Q. It merely makes them leave their feeding grounds? — A. May this be the 
reason so many are caught in the north passage. 

Q. Well, how would a hatchery remedy this fault? — A. Which fault? 

Q. These logs and debris? — A. It would not remedy them at all. If the 
Government allows them to go on the same as they have been there will soon be 
none to fish. 

Q. A hatchery would benefit some parts of the bay which now seem depleted, 
you think ? — A. Oh, certainly, this would be a splendid place for whitefish. 

Q. Would it have a tendency to resuscitate the whitefish where they were al- 
most gone ? — A. Yes, it would help. 

Q. Would this be on the south shore ? — ^A. I have seen it on the south shore 
after a heavy souih-wester, the spawn washed up into a lather in spawning season, 
especially with a south-west or south-east gale. 

Q. What kind of spawn was it? — A. It was whitefish spawn, I am sure. 

Q. What time of the year would this bo, Mr. Clarke ?--A. Along about the first 
of November. 

Q. What about the herring spawn ? — A. The herrings are very thick in this bay. 

Q. Are they also on the north shore? — ^A. Yes, you can take an ordinary 
market basket and dip them out faster than ten men would salt them. 

Q. How could you discern the difference between whitefish and herring spawn? 
— A. All the difference in the world. The eggs of the whitefish spawn ai-e as large 
as three herring egg^. These whitefish are nearly like the Manitoba fish. 

Q. What becomes of the herring eggs? — A. They go into the rivers to spawn, 
and in this end of the bay they spawn on the sand beach. 
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Q. With this destruction of spawn all these arguments are put to show the 
neceBsity of having a hatchery ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do yon suppose all fish eat one another? — ^A. Yes, fish eat fish all the way 
through. 

Q. Bo you say herrings are very destructive to small whitefish ? — A. Yes. 
You made an illustration a few moments ago about fish, that before the lakes were 
fished out, about there being abetter quality, well, I don't quite agree with you, Mr. 
Wilraot. I do to quantity, but not to quality ; a few years ago I didn't feel very 
well, and I thought I would take a little tour in the way of discovery, and I went to 
Lake Superior and went to Bear Eiver and took the Canadian Pacific Eailway down 
to Nipigon, and went up the bay to the river and made a thorough test and survey 
and sounding — this lake is literally alive with fish of an inferior quality. 

Q. What kind of fish ? — A. Trout, whitefish and sturgeon, and yellow pike and 
pickerel ; the pickerel are a good class, but the trout, in 200 of them you would not 
get two alike, big heads, humps, small tails, and the whitefish would not weigh more 
than 1^ lbs. a piece. \ 

Q. What size are the trout ? — A. The trout run from all sizes — from 1 to 25 lbs. 

Q. What condition are they in ? — A. They are a poor fish and eat poor. Near 
that is a lake, if there was some fish taken out of it and restocked and crossed by 
the breed, it would be better. 

Q. What is the size of Lake Nipigon ? — A. Lake Nipigon, as near as I could 
guess at it, is about 600 miles around, that is the coast line. 

Q. Do you bring this up as an off-set, und say this case is one in which the fish 
in their normal state were poor and plentiful ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Hence you believe that if a number were caught out that the rest would be 
better ? — A. There is no doubt about it. I believe that is on the principle of former 
years, the smaller the quantity, the better the quality. 

Q. Did you say pike, pickerel, &c., were not a saleable fish at one time here ? — 
A. Oh, yes, they were saleable, but the Americans had enough to supply the demand 
at one time, but are obliged to come to Canada now. 

Q. What is the average weight of whitefish now? — A. The average weight of 
whitefish now is down pretty small, they will average about 2 lbs. 5 oz., and they 
were formerly 2f lbs. 

Q. We are informed that there are about 4,000 tons of fish sold here annually, 
that is from the north shore of the Georgian Bay, north of the Manitoulin Island, 
that number at 2 lbs. to the fish, would be between 3,000,000 and 4,000,000 fish, admit- 
ting the addition to be right, now if a fair proportion of these fish were taken when 
not spawning, all right, but if those that escape the nets in the open season are 
killed at the spawning time in close season also, you not only destroy these 3,000,000 
or 4,000,000 fish, but you destroy the reproduction of those which would have been 
saved if fish had not been caught by the fishermen in November when npe to spawn. 

Meeting adjourned sine die. 



Gapt. McGSEGrOB'S statements as elicited by interrogations of Mr. Samuel 
Wilmot, at Ottawa : 

Q. Your name, Capt. McGregor? — A. Alexander M uiTay McGregor. 
Q. What is your occupation ? — A. Master mariner. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the fisheries and fishing generally ? — A. Yes. 
Q. How long have you been conversant with the fisheries, etc. ? — A. Since 1840. 
Q. What countryman are you ? — A. Canadian. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the various modes of fishing, pound-net fishing, gill- 
net fiahing, &o. ? — A. Yes. 
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Q. What descriptions of fish are yoa more intimately acquainted with?— A. 
Salmon-trout, whitefish, herring and pickerel. 

Q. In what waters ?— A. Georgian Bay and Lake Huron. 

Q. Could you give a description of the kind of net that you see used principally 
in Georgian Bay? — A. The nets that are used vary in size; the twine is imported 
from the old country. The mesh used for salmon-trout and whitefish is generally 
4^ inches, hut after being in the water for some time it shrinks, so that it becomes 
less than 4J inchea. 

Q. Then the mesh of 4^ inches after being used becomes actually less than the 
legal size? — A. Yes. 

Q. To sustain the legal size the nets should be of what size ? — A, About 4f 
inches. 

Q. Do you think they shrink from J to ^ of an inch ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know anything about seine-fishing? — A. I used to fish with seines 
myself, catching herring. 

Q. Do you know the size of mesh of pound-nets used in Georgian Bay ? — ^A. I 
do not know; I never fished with one of these; but they are of different sizes. 

Q. With regard to gill-nets, what is the size of mesh used ? — A. From 4j- to 5 
inches. I saw some as large as 5^ inches, but they were the exception. 

Q. Ts there a difference in the size of the mesh used for summer and winter 
fishing ? — A. I do not think bo. I think they use the same sized meshes in winter 
as in summer. 

Q. In your knowledge of the fisheries, are salmOn-trout of larger size in the win- 
ter than in the summer? — A. They were not so formerly when I was first fishing, 
but they are smaller now as a rule than formerly. 

Q. Aro fish scarcer now than formerly r — A. I think so; certainly the herring 
are scarcer. The salmon-trout and whitefish have also fallen off considerably. 

Q. To what cause do you attribute this falling off? — ^A. 1 attribute it to people 
using a greater number of nets than they can attend to. The nets are left in the 
water until the fish decay and have to be thrown away. This last fall I lifted some 
nets and I think at least a ton of rotten fish had to be thrown out of them. 

Q. You know that fact of your own knowledge ? — A. Yes. 

Q. What season was that? — A. In November. 

Q. Would that apply pretty generally to the fishing that was carried on thYough 
November? — A. Yes. 

Q. What was the cause of the nets being left out until the fish became rotten; 
was it on account of stormy weather? — A. That had something to do with it, but 
the principal cause was the excessive quantities of nets used. 

Q. Do you think this a serious matter, and that it will damage the fishenes?— 
A. I think it will deplete the fisheries altogether if allowed to continue. 

Q. In what portions of the bay did you find this destructive work going on in 
November? — A. I have observed it in places three miles offshore; three to four 
miles ; on the honey-combed bottom rocks which are the real spawning grounds of 
the fish. This destruction was going on among the parent fish ; there was any 
quantity of spawn in the fish, and also in the boats. 

Q. Do you think this is a most serious injury to the fisheries of the bay ? — A. 
I certainly do. 

Q. Would this destruction be caused by the excessive number of nets apply to 
the whitefish as well as to salmon-trout? — A. Yes. 

Q. What is your idea, Captain, as to tho time when salmon-trout and whitefish 
are in primest condition? — A. In the spring of the year. In the months of May 
and June. They become a little impaired in July. 

Q. What condition are they in at their spawning time ? — A. They are not fit 
for food. They ai-e quite a different article to what they are when in good condition. 

Q. Yet there is a market demand for them, and they are caught and sold as 
food ? — A. Yes, they are caught and placed in fi^eezers, and sold along with other 
fish. 

Q. Can you tell me what is the size of an immature fish, a fish incapable of repro- 
ducing its species ? — A. Anything in the shape of a trout under 2 pounds would be an 
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immature fish. In fact, they are very seldom sent to market under that size. As 
a rule the small iish when caught are thrown away with the oifal, and become a 
total loss. 'They do not keep as long in nets as the larger fish, but often get injured 
and become bad much more quickly than the immature fish. 

Q. What would you call an unsaleable or undersized whitefish?-*— A. The white- 
fish vary in size in different places ; the average weight is from 4 to 5 pounds. 
Many of them weigh as high as 15 and 16 pounds. A whitefish of 2 pounds would 
be an immature fish. 

Q. Do you think that if a regulation were established prescribing a mesh that 
would allow salmon-trout and whitefish of 2 pounds and under to escape, it would be 
beneficial to the fisheries ? — A. Yes, unquestionably, and then there would bo more 
fish in the lakes and of better quality. A 5-inch mesh should be the lowest Kize 
licensed for whitefish and salmon-trout. By that means the small and immature 
fish would escape. I saw pound-nets with small meshes in the neighbourhood of 
Cornell and Thessalon, from which large quantities of small fish were thrown away. 

Q. Is that earned on pretty extensively ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know about the Duck Island fisheries ? — A. 1 know the island, but 
do not know much about the fisheries. 

Q. Have you any knowledge as to the time salmon-trout are ripest for laying 
eggs ? — A. From the 5th October to the end of November. 

Q. With regard to whitefish, what is the ripest time ? — A. In November ; all 
the month of November. 

Q. Do they approach the shore to lay their eggs ? — A. They come in from 
deep to shallow water to lay their eggs. 

Q. Do you think it wise and judicious that they should be properly protected 
at such times ? — ^A. Yes, they should be properly protected. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the spawning time for herring? — A. In 
September, continuing more or less to the latter part of November. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the fish called " ciscoes " ? — A.I know the fish, 
but have never seen them caught. They are not numerous in Georgian Bay. They 
are generally mixed with whitefish. In size they run between herring and white- 
fish, but are little larger than whitefish. 

Q. Do they spawn about the same time as herring? — A. Yes. 

Q. Are pickerel caught to any extent in Georgian Bay? — A. In the spring of 
the year, when they are spawning, they are frequently caught. 

Q. In what month ? — A. Just as soon as the ice leaves. 

Q. Do they spawn in the rivers ? — A. Principally at the mouths of rivers. 
The largest quantity I ever saw was on the Whitefish Eiver. 

Q. Do you know anything about black bass ? — A. They spawn in the spring. 

Q. When you say spring, do you mean May and June? — A. May is the only 
time I have seen them. 

Q. Do 3'ou know anything of the habit of the bass as to taking Care of its 
yoanfç ? — A. I know that they cover up their eggs. 

Q. Do they come in near shore? — A. They come right into all the little bays, 
and every crevice where it is possible for a fish to get into. 

Q. What is the value of salmon-trout per pound ? — ^A. 3 to 3J and 4 cents per 
pound. 

Q. Will that apply to whitefish ? — A. To either salmon-trout or whitefish. 

Q. Do you mean dressed or undressed ? — ^A. Just as they are taken out of the 
-water. 

Q. Where are the fish caught in Georgian Bay principally sold ? — A. They go 
into the hands offish companies, principally American companies; some carried on 
by Canadians with American capital. The Buffalo Fish Company is the principal 
one. Most of the fish caught about Duck Island go to Detroit. 

. Q. Is not one Gauthier principally interested in the fishing going on at Duck 
Island ? — A. It is not under his name. 

Q. Do you know whether he has a license from this department ? — A. I could 
not say ; I was never furnished with a copy of the license. 
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Q. Is there any winter fishing going on in Georgian Bay to any extent ? — ^A. I 
really coald not tell you. I know there are parties who have been speaking aboat 
getting licenses to fish through the ice. Some fishing had been done in Lake 
Huron. 

Q. Do yûu l^now whether any quantity of bull heads or catfish are caught in 
Georgian Bay ? — A. I am aware there are a great number caught, but do not know 
much about them. They are caught with buli heads and fike-nets. 

Q. Where are these nets principally used ? — A. I have seen most of them on 
the other side of Parry Sound, near Cornell ; right in among the islands. 

Q. In your experience, which is the most dangerous month for the fishermen 
to continue fishing; when do they lose most nets? — A. In October and November; 
rather more in November than in October. 

Q, Kthey were prevented fishing in November, would it be a serious injury to 
the fishermen? — A. I do not think so; in that season, however, most of them use 
old nets and take their chances of having them desti'oyed. 

Q. If they were prevented from fishing in November, no gi*eat harm would 
result to fisheries or fishermen ? — A. I think not. 

Q. At present, Capt. McGregor, the law says that all nets shall be taken up on 
Saturday night and kept up till Monday morning ? — A. There may be contrary 
winds on Saturday and it could not be done. 

Q. Do you think it would be pretty difficult for the fishermen to carry that 
out? — ^A. I think so. 

Q. VN'^ould it be easier to carry out with gill-nets than with pound-nets ?-*A. It 
would be very expensive to lift the pound-nets without leaving the bag and lifting 
the pot out altogether. 

Q. Could it not be so arranged that the mouth of the pound-net might be closed 
so as to prevent the fish from going in until Monday? — A. I do not think they could 
do it with gill-nets. 

Q. Then, upon the whole, do you think that such a close time would be im- 
practicable to carry out ? — A. Yes; it might be along the shore in fair weather; 
most of the fishermen fish with so many nets; they leave them in the water two or 
three days. * 

Q. Do you think that a close season to protect the fish at the spawning time 
would be beneficial to the fisheries? — A. Yes; catching fish at the spawning time 
must result in serious iniury to the fisheries. 

Q. How early do fishermen generally set out their nets in the spring of the 
year ? — A. Just ^ soon as the ice and weather will permit. 

Q. Jn the summer months in what depth of water is fishing carried on ? — A. 
From 60 to 60 and 70 fathoms. 

Q. Would that be some distance out in the bay ? — A, In some portions of the 
bay it is very deep close to the shore. 

Q. Is fishing carried on out in the middle of the bay? — A. All over the bay in 
every direction, 10, 15 and 20 miles out. 

Q. What is youi' idea with regard to the practice of spearing ? — A. It is most 
barbarous, as many fish get hurt and escape in a wounded state as are taken. The 
fish caught are more or less mangled and torn. The part in which the spear enters 
is always torn. 

Q. Do you know anything of the habit of shooting fish in the spring on the 
spawning grounds ? — A. I never saw it done. 

Q. What is vour view with regard to the industry of artificial fish culture ? — 
A. I think it is beneficial to the interests of the fisheries. I also think that if certain 
portions of the inshore places along the rocks wero reserved, it would be beneficial 
also. 

Q. What in your opinion has brought about the falling of the fisheries in a gen- 
eral way ? — A. Overfishing and improper fishing. As an instance, a few years ago 
some nets were set at the commencement of the close season in the neighbourhood 
of Club island and Lonely Island. Bad weather prevented their being lifted, 
and the fish in them decomposed. The result was that the fisheries in thaiî section 
were injured for 2 or 3 years. Another cause of injury is allowing men to use mord 
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nets than they are capable of taking care of and handling properly. I cannot tell 
in what proportion the fish have fallen off, but I am quite eatistied they have done 
so. In my yoang dkya wo used to think ttothing of getting up into a tree near the 
shore and watching the men catch fish and load boats in from 10 to 15 minutes, and 
haul them on shore. Very frequently they could not get i«i to shore at all on 
account ^f the number of tish. 

Q. What is your opinion with regard to the comparative destructive qualities 
of the soiue, the pound-net, and the gill-net; which, if used, would bring about the 
greatest amount of destruction ? — A. I rather think the pound-nets would. 

Q. Do you think that the seine would be a very destructive engine if hauled 
over the spawning grounds ? — A. Of course, it takes everything with it. 

Q. In taking the grade of fish as to quality, how do they stand ? — A. Whitefish 
first, then trout, pickerel and bass, sturgeon and catfish. 

Q. What is ine size of the sturgeon caught in Georgian Bay ? — A. Ido not know 
the average size. 

Q. Do you know whether they are sold whole, or do they cure them and take 
the eggs to make caviare ? — ^A. They use the eggs principally; also that portion of 
the fish from which isinglass is made. 

Q. Do the fishermen cure the eggs themselves to make caviare? — A. Yes. 

Q. Are the eggs the most valuable part of the fish ? — A. I think so, 

Q. What are the principal kinds of boats used by fishermen in Georgian Bay ? 
— A. L&rfie fishing schoonei-s, about 28 or 30 feet long, and manned by two or three 
men. I think the boats should all be numbered and licensed, so that it would be 
known to whom they belonged. 

Q. Do you think the boats should be regulated as to the quantity offish they 
should carry ? — A. I should think so. Some regulation should be established which 
would prevent excessive fishing. 

Q. Are there any tugs used ? — ^A. Quite a number; 16 or 17 hail from Goderich. 

Q. Are they not principally under the control of the Buffalo Fish Company ? — 
A. Yes. They hire them out to the fishermen, most of whom they pay by the 
month. The Detroit Pish Company also hire a great many. A very close super- 
vision will have to be kept over the freezing establishments. The fish arc caught 
in close season and after they are in the freezers a few hours, you could not tell them. 
There is an establishment at CoUingwood, and one at Wiarton ; one at Meaford and 
one at Duck's Island. Last November there were from five to six hundred tons of 
fish at the Wiarton establishment, which is the principal one; 80 or 90 tons were 
shipped out in November. 

Q. You think these freezing establishments are a means of advancing the desire 
of the poacher to catch fish out of season ? — A. Yes, that is my experience. A good, 
close supervision should be kept over them, and especially during the close seaâou. 

Q. Do }0u think it advisable that the freezing establishments should be closed 
np to all intents and purposes during the close season ? Would that prevent the 
catch of the fish ? — A. Yes, it would. 

Q. Have you any suggestion you would like to make yourself as to the pro- 
tection of the fish ? — A. The principal, thing would be to reserve certain portions 
along the shore at all seasons of the year. I am strongly of opinion that the fisher- 
men ought to have their licenses taken out in advance of their fishing. Their boats 
should have corresponding numbers with the licenses. Then yon could always 
reach the parties who violate the law. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of Americans fishing in Canadian waters? — A. 
They certainly do fish. They send their boats and fishermen over to fit?h in our 
waters. 

Q. Do you know of this being practised anywhere in Georgian Ba}^? — A. 
Near the lower end of St. Joseph's Island ; they run the fish into Deiour with their 
tugs. 

H. Do you know of its being practised in Lake Huron, at Candle Island ? — A. 
I believe it is, but do not know of my own knowledge. 

Q, This fishing that you speak of is wholly in Canadian waters? — A. Ye*». 
There is no close time on the American side ; they carry on fishing at all times. If 
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the present close season were properly kept it would be very beneficial to the 
fisheries ; but if it were extended for a longer time it would be of greater service in 
certain places. * 

Q. Do you think that because the Americans have no close seasons or regu- 
lations on their side, ft affects our fisheries at all ? — A. I cannot say that it does ; 
the only thing is that they come over here and fish. 

Q. Is it not reasonable to conclude that if we protect our fish we will have 
them longer on our shores than the Ameiîcans will on theirs without protection ? — 
A. Unquestionably. 

Q. Do you think that the fish bred. on one side of Georgian Bay ever go across 
to the American side ? — A. No, only when Ibey are taken over in boats. 

Q. In order to prevent the destructive work of catching small and immature 
fish, do you not think there should be some sort of inspection at th£ ports to which 
they are brought for shipment and sale ? — A. Yes, that would bo a check. 

Q. Do you not think a penalty should attach to the buyer as well as to the 
seller for handling illegal fish ? — A. Yes, the fishermen would not catch what they 
could ncrt «ell, A gevere penalty should be attached to catching fish and then 
throwing them awa}'. I have seen some magnificent pike thrown out on the rocks. 

Q. Upon the whole, do you think there oould be anj' valid excuse for the 
fishermen on the Canadian side finding fault with our having a close season, because 
the Americans have none ? — A. I do not think so. 

Q. Do you think it is in the interests of our fishermen that we should have close 
seasons though the Americans have none? — A. I think so. 

Q. Do you know anything of the practice of killing fish with dynamite? — A. I 
do not. 

Q. Do you think the depositing of saw-dust from mills in the rivers is injurious 
to fish life? — A. I think so. There is no question about it. The fish will not breed 
in such water. It becomes filled with foul gases. To preserve the fish the water 
should be kept as free from impurities as possible. 

Q. Are you aware that large quantities of saw-logs are floated across the bay to 
the American side ? — A. Yes, large quantities of them. A good many nets are det*- 
troycd by them. 

Q. What extent of water do these large floating bodies of saw-logs cover at a 
time? — A. Some of them I think are about half a mile, to three-quarters of a mile 
long. They are kept in sack booms, about a quarter of a mile wide. Thoy are 
loose in the boom, and the action of the waves keeps constantly working them about 
and the bark gets rubbed ofl", and pinks. A great many of these logs come over from 
French Elver to Midland, then get into Lake Huron and go by Cape Hurd to 
Saginaw. 

Q. Do you say that the working motion of those logs causes the bark to come 
ofl^, what eft'ect has that upon the fisheries ? — A. I think it has more effect on the 
uetH than on the fisheries. 

Q. Do you think it possible these particles get into the nets ? — A. It cannot 
aflect the fish. 

Q. Fishermen say that this is one of Ike causes of the fish becoming scaroo ? 
On account of this stuff falling off' the logs ? — A. 1 do not think that is the cause at 
all. 

Q. Many of the fishermen in Georgian Bay say that there are four or five differ- 
ent kinds of salmon-trout there. Is there any difference except as to size in your 
opinion? — A. They are all one and the same kind. 

Q. Are their habits the same? — A. Yes. 

Q. Do you think that all these fish come in from the deep waters to spawn ? — 
—A. Yes, I think they all come in from the deep water at certain times of the year 
to spawn. 
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No. 11.— MIDLAND. 

Midland, Ont., 8th December, 1892. 
The Commission met at the Public School Hall, at 10 a.m., pursuant to notice. 

Present : 
Mr. Commissioner Wilmot and Mr. Commissioner Harris. 

Mr. ALBEET HUTCHINS was duly sworn,— lives in Midland— has been a 
fisherman since 1850 — is a British subject since then, though born in the United 
. States. Has fished here and in the Georgian Bay for fourteen years — balance of the 
time in Lake Ontario. 

Witness examined by Mr. Wilmot. 

I have carried on a fishery for whitefish and trout in the Georgian Bay, but 
formerly carried on whitefish fishing in Lake Ontario. The locality in^which I fish 
is out in the bay in deep water here, and it was the same also in Lake Ontario. I 
fish here with gill-nets, but it was with seines in Lake Ontario, at the Wellington 
Beach. I do not fish with pound-nets but with .cill-nets wholly, except the last two 
seasons. The size of the mesh I use is 4f to 4| inches for gill-nets ; I do not like 
the small mesh for summer fishing; fall fishing and winter fijihing I use a 6-inch 
mesh. A 4f and 4^-inch mesh will let two-pound fish pass through, a 6-inch mesh 
will let four-pound fish pass through. A 3-inch mesh will take whitefish of one pound 
weight. The above sizes of mesh are the correct ones and the best for • the 
fishermen. I would prefer a 4|-inoh mesh — some fishermen fish with mesh 
of all sizes, as small as 4 and 4|-inches ; these meshed nets are injurious 
to fishermen and fish dealers — they destroy too many small fish, betore 
they are useful, and before they are abl(^ to reproduce their species. 
Salmon-trout and whitefish are best during May. and up to September, after 
that they are preparing for spawning and they are not in as good condition. 
All fisti are not as good in spawning time as before and after. I sell my fish on the 
ground when I catch them to the dealers — thoy are taken from the pound, and de- 
livered at the fish stations on the islands and the mainland. 1 get about four cents 
for whitefish and trout dressed, pickerel the same undressed. The salmon-trout will 
average about six pounds as caught — whitefish will average about 4f pounds, and 
will average about 4 pounds dressed. Fall salmon-trout average from about 
12 to 12^ pounds when caught, the fall trout are taken around the islands and shoals 
and rocky bottoms, depth of water about six feet; they go there to spawn about the 
end of October and during November. They used to go earlier, about the 20th of 
October, but I cannot say this is so now — ^all trout go to spawn about the same time, 
and all are one and the same fish, appearing differently at different times — as a rule 
they spawn all about the one time. The heat of spawning is about from the 15th to 
20th of this month (November) for whitefish. Thoy come on the shoal waters gener- 
ally to breed— they come there very thick, and close together, and if caught when 
spawning, it is very injurious to the fishery. Pickerel spawn in the spring, 
but I do not know exactly at what time. The boats and nets receive the 
greatest injury in the fall, in October and November and December — more nets are 
lost in these months than the profit made from the fish — a greater loss is sustained 
in these last months than the profits from the quantity of fish we catch — fishing in 
the fall months is not profitable to me or any other fisherman. With regard to the 
small and immature fish, they are caught in pound-nets and seines and hoop-nets — 
all these nets are very injurious to the fisheries as they catch all — large and small. 
G?bese nets, under proper régulations, would not be more injurious than gill-nets^ if 
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the mesh were made large enough — then these nets might do, and the mesh should 
be the same us the gill-nets. With regard to keeping the Sunday close sçason fi-om 
Saturday night till Monday morning, it would be impracticable for me or any usher- 
man to carry out, especially in the outside ashing in the deep water, » 

Q. What about the propriety of having close seasons ? — A. Close seasons are 
most beneficial if made at the right time. For whitefish, 10 days would be enough; 
the same for salmon>trout. I do not think the close season should be given to 
salmon-trout, as they destroy so many other fish. Winter fishing is done under the 
ice for pickerel ; they are not very numerous now, as they are played out by over- 
fishing. ' 

Q. Is there any spearing or shooting of fish done here ? — A. Spearing and 
shooting is carried on by Indians up along the north shore; the Indians spear fish 
at all times. 

Q. What are your views regarding artificial culture of fish ? — A. I believe 
artificial fish culture is good and should be carried on in the interests of both the 
fishermen and the fisheries. Whitefish are the most valuable fish in the Georgian 
Bay— that is for the fishermen — and should be husbanded more than any other, for 
they can be destroyed more quickly than any of the other kinds offish by reason of 
their innocent nature ; they are not greedy or voracious, while salmon-trout feed 
largely upon them. Whitefish are not half so plenty now as they were fourteen years 
ago, because, by overfishing with small mesh in nets, catching small fish in nets and 
seines, and killing them in spawning time, they have become very much cleaned 
out. Salmon-trout have also been very much reduced to what they were, but not 
so much as whitefish. 

Q. What description of boat do you fish with ? — A. I use a boat of 18 feet keel, 
and employ two men (o work it. I fish with 90 feet of web as it is brought from 
the factories. Nine pounds of this web will make one net of about 100 rods of about 
6 feet deep. A big rig would run about 18 to 22 of these hundred rod nets. The 
big rig boat would be of about 30 feet keel ; this would take three men to work. 
They license for big rigs and little rigs. The license for big and little rigs is the 
same, that is 4(5 each. I find it more profitable to fish the small rig than the big 
one, for when a big rig is used you cannot attend to it properly; a very great many 
fish are lost by the nets being oiU too long and the fish get spoiled — a great many 
of these are useless — some are salted. These big rigs will have four gangs of net«, 
that is four strings, but they can only as a j ule handle one gang of nets a day, the 
others are left over, and if it is stormy for several days at a time they are obliged 
to bo left out until the weather moderates. The longer they are left out the more 
they fish, and consequently the more dead fish in them. Fish dealers from the 
United States will only take the live fish; local men will take the dead fish if they 
are not too bad. Dead fish aie salted, some are thrown away ; these will run up to 
considerable quantities in the season with the big rigs. I have fished in Lake 
Ontario about thirty years for whitefish and trout, the great majority was whitefish, 
and were caught at Wellington Beach. They were caught very numerously with 
seines ; as many as from 5,000 to 10,000 in one haul during a night; this was in the 
summer time, in June and July. These were salted or sold on the ground to dealers. 
I have caught as many in a season as would allow the owners of the seine for their 
share about $2,000, the other $2,000 would go to the fishermen. Even more than 
this number were caught sometimes. Pishing was carried on in the fall of the year 
also. Whitefish were thick also everywhere in Lake Ontario at that time, 1 have 
known as many as 90,000 to be taken in one haul in one night; I was present and 
saw them counted. I have often known of from 5,000 to 10,000 being taken, and 
have taken 40,000 myself in a seine several times; this was in July, at Wellington 
Beach. Those that were saved of the 90,000 hauled were salted, many of these were 
loa^t because they could not be taken care of. There was another haul as large as 
this taken at West Lake Beach ; the net was a 175 rod seine, it was then called 
" the sou*-wester." When I left Lake Ontario, some fourteen years ago, there were 
no whitefish to be had by the fishermen where these great hauls had been made 
before, in fact the whitefish fishery had ceased to exist, there was no more of it. I 
left Lake Ontario to fish here, and a number of other fishermen also left there for 
the same cause. 
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The witness theu made the following saggestions : — 

The pi-oper way to carry on fishing nere is to have a short close season to pro- 
tect the whitefish. If money is to be expended, put it in hatcheries. Trap-uets, 
poand-nets, and seines are destructive, becaase they catch too small a fish ; licenses 
for fishing shoald be taken oat by every one alike, but a groat many do fish here with- 
out licenses; these men fish only in the plentiful season; a groat many fish without 
licenses ; Indians and half-breeds do this, and other parties also. A close seasoh for 
herring is useless, as these fish destroy all the whitefish fry they can get; they cat 
their own fry also as well as other small fry. 

Witness in answer to a question by Mr. Commissioner Harris : 

I would not catch many trout from the 15th of October to the 1st of November, 
when fishing for whitefish. Fishing for whitefish would not interfere with trout 
fishing ; they do not mix together when spawning ; they are not generally on the 
same grounds; salmon-trout feed on other fish, and whitefish feed on worms gene- 
rally, which are on muddy bottoms. Nine pounds of web will make from 125 to 130 
rods of net ; we never want to fish more than sixteen bags ; if more is fished it cannot 
be done properly, and many fish are lost and spoilt; the bags are of six pounds 
each ; nine pounds of web will make about 150 rods of net, as the twine is now very 
fine that we use, it being No. 60 to 64. 



Mr. CHARLES W. PHILLIPS was next sworn :— Lives in Midland ; is a 
fisherman, and has been so for the past thirty yeara ; a British subject and a native- 
born Canadian. 

By Mr. Wilmot: 

Q. What kind of fishery do you carry on ? — A. I carry on a bullhead fishery; 
bullheads, catfish, and mudpouts are one and the same fish. These are distinct 
from the channel catfish. In catching these fish, pike, sunfish, rock fish, yellpw bass, 
Bome black bass and dogfish are caught. In nshiug for these fish they are not 
found in waters frequented by sulmon-troutpr whitefish. 

Q. What waters do you catch the coarse fish in? — A. Bullheads are always 
found in marshy places, and on muddy bottoms in water from eight to ten feet 
deep. 

Q. Do you fish with hoop-nets, if so, describe them ? — A. The hoop-nets in 
which they are caught are round nets with five hoops, two tunnels, and two wings, 
as described on back shore plan of this sheet (referring to manuscript) is a 
sketch of the net used; this is the original net as introduced in the Bay of Quinte, 
and used by me there and in the Georgian Bay. They were got up in Albany, 
N.Y., as a bullhead net ; since then they have been extended to greater sizes, 
and with more destructive powers, by putting more hoops; some with three 
tunnels, and with meshes ot all sizes; nets are now made as long as twelve 
feet, with leaders from twenty-five to forty rods long, and eight feet deep, 
with long leaders from the shore, and sometimes with a hoop-net at each end 
of the leader; these may bo called trap-nets, but they get licenses for 
them only as hoop-nets. With a 3-inch and a 2^inch mesh in the 
hoop-net, we calculate to catch bullheads that wilt weigh a quarter 
of a pound after being dressed; originally the fish would weight half a 
pound and a pound, their length would be about ten inches. Taking bullheads under 
this size will not pay to c?atch them. They vary in size according to the bottom 
they are on. A blue clay bottom fish is always the largest. They feed upon the 
clay in a manner. I do not believe catfish eat the spawn of any other fish. They 
are not found whore Other fi^h do spawn. Catfish spawn in June as a general thing, 
by going to clay or moddy bottoms. They make holes in these places and grounds, 
and lay their eggs and stay there watching them until they hatcn out. These holes 
are from four to six inches across and about eight to ten inches in depth. They 
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settle in these holes, resting, as it were, on their tails. This is done by the female. 
The male is generally near by, and if the female is disturbed he approaches for her 
safety. The egg^ of the female are let out from the body like other fish. The 
males have milt like other fish, and no doubt impregnate the eggs like other fish. 
The eggs will take from five to ten days to hatch out. When the young fry come 
out of the hole, the female guards them till about the 1st of September, when the 
young fish will be from two to three inches long, perfect in shape, and the brood 
will consist of several thousands. During summer, and after hatching out and until 
September, the parent fish are guarding their young. In September they separate 
from the parent fish, when the old catfish appear to school together in large numbers 
for feeding. Their winter quarters will be in the mud, where they remain covered 
up during winter, except in warm, open weather, when they come out. The young 
fish glow slowly, taking about four years to grow full size. Catfish fishing last^ 
from Ist of March to about the 15th of May, and then again from 20th of September 
till freezing up. Therefore the time for catching them does not interfere with the 
hatching out of the young, or while the parent fish is with young. This applies 
both to the Bay of Quinte and here (Georgian Bay). Catfish are not saleable, and 
should not be caught in the warm weather. These fish were caught in ^reat 

Îuantitie^ years ago all throughout the Bay of Quinte, and in Welter's Bay, Prosqu* 
sle and m all other bays and marshy grounds. Ten of the single nets will make 
ûve double nets with the leader. Catfish were caught by me from 17th of March to 
th^ 14th of May, during jvhich time I caught seven tons, worth about 6 cents a 
pound dressed. This was twenty years ago, in the Bay of Quinte. In the same 
time when I left, four years ago, only about two and ahalf tons could be caught 
with the same gear. I was alniost alone at first, but soon after many people entered 
into bullhead fishing. Mudcat fishing is not as good here as it was on the Bay of 
Quinte. The water is colder and the bottom not so "well adapted for them. Cattish 
should be protected from 15th of May to-the Ist of September. Catfish are always 
best for food in the months of October and November. All these fish caught here 
go to the United States in a dressed state, that is, with the head, skin and entrails 
taken off. The average price received is about three and ahalf cents per pound 
dressed.^ Regarding spawning times of fish, the perch spawn in the early spring, 
the pike at the same time; catfish spawn in June, maskinongë a little later than the 
pike; bass spawn from about the 15th of May to the 15th of July; pickerel spawn 
in May; the spawning time of herring I do not know; salmon-trout spawn from 
the Ist to the loth of November, whitefish during the same time. Stormy, rough 
weather helps bullhead fishing by btirring up the water and starts them to move 
about, otherwise they are dull and very stupid creatures. To obey the Sunday close 
time would be most objectionable. The Americans fish largely for the mudcat in 
Canadian waters, about Presqu'Isle, Bay of Quinte and South Bay, by coming over 
.with their nets and gear and fishing there. They come over and get a Canadian to 
get out a license, and get up a sham sale with the Canadian, and then go on fishing 
as if they were Canadians. This interferes seriously with the«trne and genuine 
Canadian fisherman, and it should not be allowed. Close seasons for all fish should 
be adopted and carried out. The Americans are great for protection in their own 
way. They passed a law if fish were caught by Americans or with American capital, 
they should go into the United States duty free. That is very unjust to the Can- 
adian fishing, as they compel the Canadian to pay this duty. To meet this all 
Americans fishing here, or employing others to fish for them, should bo obliged to 
pay an export duty, on all fish caught, of one cent per pound. This would cause the 
Americans to take off their duty on fish caught by Canadians. With regard to 
artificial fish culture, I cannot say I know anything about it. Whitetish are the 
most valuable fish in these waters, salmon-trout come next and pickerel next, then 
the coarse fish, but whitefish have fallen off most in these waters, and in Lake 
Ontario they are all gone. The other fish have declined also, with the exception of 
herring. The decline is caused by over fishing, too many nets, too many boats, 
sizes of mesh being too small has also helped the falling off. .The non-observance 
of close seasons has also done a good deal to lessen the numbers of fish. I would 
suggest that a limit be made to the number of yards of net to be used. This applieb 
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to all kinds of fishing, and they should not ase less than 5-inch diesh. For coarse 
or bullhead fishing not more than ten single nets shoald be allowed to any one per- 
son, that is, hoop-nets, with the meshes to be from 2^-inches to 3-inches. This 
fishing would require one boat and about two men to fish. Fish seldom die in 
hoop-nets. Sometimes when too many fish are in the net catfish will injure them- 
selves, but not to any groat extent. f 
The witness then retired. 



SAMUEL FEASBE, was duly sworn and examined, by Mr. Wilmot. 

Has resided at Midland since 1840, engaged in farming, has been reeve of the 
Townships of Tiny and Tay, and reeve of Midland; has also been practically an 
official in connection with the fisheries of the Georgian Bay since 1875, and a 
justice of the peace for 30 years ; has been known particujiarly as a fishery 
guardian, and observer of all matters connected with the fisheries, particularly with 
herring, pike, salmon-trout and maskinongé. Is particularly acquainted also with 
all fishery matters on the east side of the Georgian Bay from Point Pratt to Moose- 
gun Point, and, generally speaking, is well acquainted with the whole of the bay. ' 

Mesh of Nets. 

The gill-nets used here are from 4^ to 5-inch mesh for salmon-trout and white- 
fish for the summer and fall fishing. The bullhead net or hoop-net is used for coarse 
fish and sometimes for small fish which are destroyed by their being thrown upon 
the ice and upon shore ; thousands of the fry of these and other fish are also 
destroyed. They will use a net of about 1^ to 2 inches, which I do not think is 
large enough to use on grounds frequented by salmon-trout or whitefish, but rough 
fish, such as bullheads and other coarse fish are taken on the marshy and swampy 
grounds. 

When are Fish in Best Condition f * 

With regard to the best season in which fish should be caught, I would say that 
salmon-trout and whitefish are best in the spring months and also good in September 
and October ; pickerel are best in winter ; herring are best from Beceiftber to May. 
These fisii are generally shipped to the United States; some are peddled throughout 
the country, as the Canadian demand for these fish is not very great. 

Average Price of Fish. 

As to the average value of fish, I would say that for salmon-trout and whitefish, 
they will sell at from 4 to 4^ cents per pound; pickerel from 3 to 3J cents per 
pound; herring, 75 cents to $1 per hundred fish; bullheads, 3^ cents per pound 
dressed ; as for pike, not many are taken. Other coarse fish, such as perch, sun- 
fish, &c.,. are sold at 3^ cents a pound. 

Spawning Time of Fish. 

As to when fish are ripest for spawning, I would say for salmon-trout, from 15th 
October to 15th November ; whitefish will spawn somewhat later — the 1st to 30th 
November. Bass will spawn during the months of May and June; maskinongé the 
same time. Herring will spawn largely in November, but they will be about the 
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same time as the whitefieh. Pickerel will spawn in April, it depending largely nnon 
the time of the breaking np of the ice. I agree with the Btatomeots given by Mr. 
Phillips, that mudpouts spawn in June. 

Time when Nets are Lost. 

With regard to the most dangerous month for nets, that is wien the nets will 

fet the most damaged, the fall, particularly the latter end of October and during 
Fovember is the worst time. Then many nets will bo lost on account of the rough 
and stormy weather, as at this time the winds will be very prevalent and strong. 
As to the small and immature fish, small fish are not caugnt much unless in bag- 
nets; not many small fish are caught in the 5-inch gill-net. The pound-net ia most 
destructive to small and immature fish. 

Sunday Close Time. 

Eegarding the Sunday close time, I do not think it could be carried out, and it 
would be quite valueless to do so. 

Americans Fishing. 

With regard to the United States citizens fishing in Canadian waters, I think 
they do not fish at the end of the bay as poachers, but the Americans are almost the 
principal dealers, and may bo called the owners of the largest quantities of nets 
and gear in use in Georgian Bay, and they generally take all the fish from the fisher- 
men. The local dealers are, as a rule, simply agents for the United States dealers 
and companies. The Buffalo C!ompany is the one doing the greatest amount of 
business nere. 

Close Seasons, 

As to protection being given to fish or close seasons being al>olished, close 
seasons are sound in principle ; but from the manner in which they are carried out, 
they become neutralized from a lack of ability to enforce them by reason of the 
extensive areas the fisheiy officers have to supervise and their want of necoBsaiy 
boats and other appliances to carry out the law. Curtailing the expenses necessary 
to perform this important duty has proved to be veiy injurious to the fisheries. 

Time of setting Nets. 

As to the time of setting nets in the bay, they are set out in the beginning of 
May, and are kept down till the close season sots in; they are only taken up from 
time to time during the summer to. clean and mend. 

Winter Fishing. 

As to winter fishing, I think winter fishing very little done, except in the Mid- 
land Bay — there is what is called ^^ long line fishing " in winter — that is set Lines 
with hooks. These are used for sal mon- trout from Saw-log Point to Morris Point 
These salmon-trout, so-called, are the largest fish, they will run from 15 to 30 lbs. 

Bass Fishing. 

Eegarding bass fishing, it is carried on largely by tourists and anglers, who 
catch them in great numbers and throw a great many on the rocks to spoiL This 
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is done by campers out principally. Bass fishing is not carried on here for sale or 
export to my knowledge. These fish should require a close guardianship ; they are 
taken amongst the islands, where they are not observed so easily by the officers. 
Bass are fished for by hook and line and trolling ; an angler may easily get from 
40 to 50 a day, if he applies himself. I do not think these tourists are of much 
service to the localities to which they come ; thoy generally bring all their supplies 
with them and camp out. 

Spearing Fish. 

The spearing of fish is done in the summer, and then by Indians generally. 
Spea'ring pickerel is largely done by the settlera. This is done as soon as the ice 
leaves with torchlight and spoar ; they are also caught through the ice with bait, 
and by artificial minnows. The practice of spearing is a vicious one, and active 
measures should bo taken to prevent it, licenses or liberty of any kind has never 
been given here to spear fish. 

Artificial Culture. 

Artiâcial fish culture, in my opinion, is good, and should be carried out with 
more local hatcheries, some should, I think, be buUt at this bay, there are some fine 
sites for them here in Midland. 

Comparative Value of Fish. 

The comparative values of the different kinds of fish are that salmon-trout 
come first, pickerel next, whitefish next, with herring next, and the coarse fish will 
follow these last, but they are becoming pretty scarce. 

Falling off of Fish. 

The greatest falling off is experienced in whitefish and salmon-trout, this is very 
apparent from what they were in former years. The falling off has been caused by 
over fishing, and the fact that there are too many engaged in the work ; the use of 
a too small mesh in the nets has also helped to bring this state of things about. The 
regulation mesh should not be less than five inches for all nets. 

Limitation of Nets. 

A regulation as to the quantity of yards of net is also necessary; they should be 
limited to not less than 30,000 yards to the thirty feet keel boat. Steam-tug fishing 
should bo stopped, or if tu^s are allowed, limit the yards of net and increase their 
license fee, but all this will be of no use unless the officers are fully empowered to 
carry out laws of this kind in an efficient way. 

Fish Dying in Nets. 

Begaixliug the loss of fish by overfishing, I might say that large quantities of 

trout and whitefish are caught in gill-nets, when, by reason of stormy weather and 

neglect on the part of the fishermen, the nets are not lifted and the fish gilled in 

-them die; in this case they are unfit for food, but they are, nevertheless, sold in a 

cleceptive way out through the country ; some are thrown away on the shore ; some 

Are seen floating on the water; thene have fallen out of the nets; sometimes the 

^ill-nets may bo out a week and longer and some of the nets are never found at all ; 

X have seen them out in the bay with fish rotting in them. There is a very consider- 

«able loss of nets and fish in this way late in the fall, when fishermen are fishing 
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along the shore daring the close season. The nets nsed in the close season are 
generally sunk, which makes them difficult to find out, and this can only be pre* 
vented by the presence of the officers and grappling for the nets with boats. 

Illegal Fishing. 

This illegal fishing should be suppressed by a more perfect supervision by the 
officers, but to do this an officer shpuJd not have more territory assigned him than 
he can well and successfully oversee. Eegarding the usual ei£e of fishing boats, the 
largest are about 30 feet keel, other sizes run down to 20 feet keel, and others even 
less, generally they take three men to work them. The limit of the net should not 
exceSi six thousand yards, and no one should be allowed to have more than this 
quantity in the water at any one time. 

Speckled Trout. 

Eegarding the speckled trout, they are diminishing rapidly, not so much from 
excessive fishing as from the shrinking of the streams from the clearing off the land 
and the consequent increased temperature of the water. I would like to make the 
following suggestions to the Commission : — 

Suggestions. 

There should be a reduction of the extreme limits now given to fishery officers 
to oversee and supervise. There should also be furnished to the fishery officers a 
small steam barge, so that they could run into almost any point or bay where 
illegal fishing was being carried on. This would aid most materially in preserving 
the fisheries from the present illegal fishing now extennively carried on. 

Officers should also be given more discretionary power in the performance of 
their duties, and as a requisite more money should be allowed them, and a better 
lot of men should be selected and employed than are no*w engaged. 

Witness in reply to Mr. Harris : 

Small fish are thrown away on the ice below Waubaushene; they are cauj^ht in 
the bag-nets; and seines, gulls and crows feed upon these small fish when thrown 
out. I have lifted the hoop-nets with pickerel in them during the close season. 
Hoop-net fishermen prefer to fish only where salmon-trout and whitefish are not 
taken. These hoop-nets will catch pickerel now and then, but as a rule they are 
not plentiful, where these nets are set fishermen say they turn them out. Hoop- 
nets should not be set between the 1st of April and the 15th May, because pickerel 
are on the ground at that time on their way up to their spawning grounds and up 
the rivers. Hoop-nets set between the Ist of April and 15th of May would catch 
pickerel, pike, bass, and the ordinary coarse fish, mudcats, &c. The proportions 
would be of the catch thus : one mudcat to two pickerel; the number of pike would 
be small, but the pike and pickerel would bo at this time ready to spawn, and the 
balance taken at 10 per cent would be coarse fish. I have lifted the hoop-net anil 
found the fish all alive; they were lifted to see what they were, and they were 
generally alive ; the fish would be mixed, large and small. In point of fact, pickerel 
might possibly bo put back alive if the fishermen would do it, but I think thej 
would not do it, because they are fishing for profit, and of couree they want all the 
saleable fish tbey can get, right or wrong, and as the .pickerel would be the most 
valuable fii?h caught they would not be afraid of the law, because officera are notât 
hand to enforce its provisions ; the price of the pickerel is 3J cents, mudcats about 
the same; pickerel are sold whole at 3^ cents; catfish at 3^ cents, dressed ; pickerel 
will weigh about four pounds, that is 14 cents each fish ; the usual size of the mud- 
cat will be about half a pound ; that will be If cents each. The fish caught in clorf 
season are sold to farmers and others by dealers. I do not think it would he any 
piotection to the fisheries to cause pedlars and dealers to take out licensee. Everr 
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man here thinks the fishery laws a fraud ; they are not in sympathy with the law. 
Gill-nets are generally taken out of the water at the commencement of the close 
season. The regulations are adhered to by the regularly licensed fiehermen. The 
large amount of poaching, however, during the close season is done by settlers, 
half-breeds and Indians. Black bass are not caught in sufficient quantities by the 
fishermen to make it pay^ and they cannot very well fish for the bass, as the bottom 
is too rough and rocky, that is for gill-nets, but hoop-nets can catch bass very 
largely. ' I do not know when bass are in their best condition. The setting of hoop- 
nets in September and October might interfere with anglers by diminishing the 
supply of catchable fish. I do not know anything particular about tug-fishing, only 
from hearsay. A great many fish are lost during the stormy weather with the gill- 
nets. This is principally during the close season and in nets fished by poachers and 
others along the shore upon the spawning ground. 



JAMKS A. SMITH appeared and was duly sworn, lives in Midland, is now a 
shipwright and boat builder, hut has been a fisherman and fish dealer some 35 years, 
is a Canadian by birth. 

Examined by Mr. Wilmot: 

I have been engaged in fishing for trout and whitefish in Lake Ontario and 
have handled all kinds offish for the Canadian and United States markets; herring, 
salmon-trout, pike, bass and other rough fish, also ciscoes. The particular waters in 
which I have fished and traded in fish, are in Lake Ontario, and at Meafoi'd and 
Collingwood on the Georgian Bay. 

Description of Net used'. 

The description of net used in Lake OntJirio were gill-nets of 4j-inch mesh, also 
seines for whitefish with a mesh of 2^ inches, and for herring 2 inches in the bag. 
I have been buying fish from the pound and other nets, and have also manufactured 
nets ; I have used as many as 75 hoop-nets at a time and made them myself also; 
these were used in Presqu' IsloBay, Lake Ontario and at Waubaushene and Sturgeon 
Bay in the Georgian Bay. I have used the hoop-nets round and square with from 9 
to 17 hoops, two tunnels and pockets, the wings were from 7 to 25 yards long ; these 
were called double-nets and round, with a single leader between, varying from 5 to 
30 rods according to location ; in the hoops the mesh would be 2incheH, in the wings 
and leader it would be larger. These nets were sot in muddy marshy bottoms, whore 
bullheads resort to. The square-nets were set off points leading from the shore out- 
wards. These nets wore set with from 10 to 50 rods of leader from the shore with 
corks and siïikers, the pot or trap at the outward end in deep water — after this, two 
tunnels, with hollow net bag with double wings, as shown here on the plan. (Wit- 
ness here refered to a sketch of a hoop-net shown by Mr. Commissioner Wilmot.) 
This net is used to catch coarse fish, or in fact really any kind offish that might be 
coming along the shore ; the mesh of the net, pound, and wings were 3J inches, 
leaders ran from 3^ to 6 inch mesh, no kind of fish could escape from these nets ; 
these were used in Lake Ontario and the Georgian Bay ; they are called a " fike " 
or bullhead-net, yet wo have had them tilled with herring, catching 25 half barrels 
at one time in them. 

When Fish are in best Condition. 

With regard to the mpnths in which the fish are in best condition, I would say 
salmon-trout are best in April and May, whitefish the same, pickerel are best in 
October and November, pike from October to January, maskinongé the same, herr- 
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ing are best in September and October ; ballpoats are best in September on to Jan- 
uary, bass from end of July till January, Buufish and percb from June to Septemberi 
speckled trout are best from June to September, mullet and Buckers in September 
aiid October; tbe red sided mullet is a good fitsb; red finned Buokere are good from 
June till January. 

Size of Mesh. 

Witb regard to the size of meshes : the size of the mesh for salmon-trout should 
be from 5^ to 6 inches; this would also Buit for whitefieh, and is the proper standaixi 
for these waters, that is the Georgian Bay. Salmon-trout of 2 pounds and under 
will pass through this mesh, whiteâsh of If pound and under will pass through the 
4^inch mesh, and pickerel of 1 pound and under will got through tnis mesh — ^some 
herring will readily pass through a 3-inch extension mesh; this will catch the largest 
and most merchantable fish, that is herring. 

Different Kinds of Salmon-trout 

Salmon-trout consist of three or four kinds of families — the large family are 
deep water fish, bright in colour, though dark in the fall, and when goin^ to spawn 
becomes almost black — the male û^h. of this kind come first on shore from the 15th to 
20th of October. In buying those fish by the ton, three-fourths of them would be 
males, then five or six days later these fish would be about equal, male and female — 
they all come to spawn — they will run about 9 lbs. — some will even reach 30 lbs. — 
they begin to spawn about the 1st of November, sometimes earlier — ^the spawning 
time is for about ten days, or perhaps a little longer, but not much — they then leave 
the shores — there is also another kind called " potguts " — they are also deep water 
fish and live in muddy sections — their average weight is about 5 lbs., and they run 
pretty much about the same size — ^they are a very soft fish and have a fine flavour, but 
they will not keep so well or remain so marketable as the others. The eggs in these 
fish leads one to believe that they spawn about the same time as the others — they 
are never caught on the shoals, when they spawn I am unable 'to say — they are 
principally caught in the summer months, and are best for food in May. Tbe other 
big trout are in the best condition from April to September. There is another trout 
that will weigh from about 5 to 6 lbs., having a very thin skin on the belly, very 
perishable, and very difficult to put on the market, us they spoil bo quickly — they 
are caught at Meaford. Yet another trout is caught in Parry Sound Bay — they 
resemble brook trout, and are caught in large quantities in the months of September, 
October and November — they spawn at the same time as the other trout — they are 
red fleshed and spotted all over like tbe brook trout, on a dark coloured body — their 
average size would be about 1^ lb., but they are not known as a marketable fish. 

Market Price of FisL 

When 1 lived on Lake Ontario, I shipped principally to the United States, 
though also to Canadian markets. From this place I ship to New York — that is the 
large rough fish. As to the prices of fish on Lake Ontario, the whitefish each eold 
for from 6 to 7 cents ; salmon-trout, 2^ to 3 cents per pound; salmon-trout and white- 
fish were 3^ to 4 cents dressed per pound ; pickerel the same; coarse fish will average 
about 2 cents ; bullheads will bring 3 cents per pound. On Lake Ontaiio it will be 4 
and 5 cents for bullheads. Herrings sold there for 50 cents per 100 ; they area larger 
and better fish than the herring hero. Hero they are worth 75 cents per lOO fish. 
Black bass 4 cents per lb. I do not know much about green bass, they run theaame 
in price as rough fish. 
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Spawning Time for Fish, 

The Bpawning time for fish is as follows : — Salmon-troat are ripest from the 
10th to 12th of November; some later; some earlier; the greater number will 
spawn in INovember. Whitefish will spawn from the lOth to the 12th, being later 
than trout — they are longer spawning than trout — this applies alike to the Georgian 
Bay and the Lake Ontario fish. These conclusions of mine are drawn from peraonal 
experiences of fishing for over thirty years. Herring are ripest to repawn in Novem- 
ber, and drop their eggs in groups in mid-water and on sand beds, the same time as 
whitefish. Éass will spawn in April and May, cot so much in Juno, they may waCch 
their beds and young in June and July, and this would lead to the impression that 
they yrere spawning then. Pike and maskinongé spawn from the middle of April 
to the middle of May. Pickerel spawn in April, in rivers and streams, and in some 
instances in the bays, as soon after the ice leaves as possible. Mudcats spawn in the 
same time and manner as black bass, also watching their young for some time after 
hatching out. Speckled trout spawn in October and November. About perch, I do 
not know particularly, but I think they spawn in April. Mullets and suckers spawn 
early in the spring. As to eels, I cannot say. Ling come from a salt water species. 
In catching 500 whitefish in 1879, the proportion of ling would be only 8 or 10 out 
to the 500 whitefinh. Four years later it was reversed by their catching 8 or 10 
whitefish to every 500 ling. The ling is a good eatable fish, and should be made a& 
much a marketable commodity as mudcats. I have sold them in Bochester the 
same &s mudcats, at 4 and 5 centsapound. There is a fish called the ^* grey back," 
a species of the whitefish, caught in Lake Ontario, they spawn in the month of 
Februar}', and are a very good eatable fish. They are used in place of whitefish 
largely, and are about 2 J lbs. in weight, they originally came from salt water, and 
have become known only during the past 15 years. Ciscoes are another fish, and 
are caught some in these waters, they are a fat, nice fish, and spawn about the samo 
time as the other herring family ; they are caught here in very deep water. 



Most destructive Time for Nets, 



L 



The most nets are injured here in the months of October and November during 
the year; November is by far the worst time, in this locality it is colder, and this 
added to the windiuess makes it bad for fishing and also of course for the nets. 

Small and Immature Fish. 

Regarding immature fish, there are small fish in Lake Ontario caught in great 
numbers; I have seen 25,000 whitefish on the beach in one evening's catch, not ono 
in 20 of which would weigh 2 pounds, thiis would be in June — some were salted, 
others rotted on the shore and were made into manure; thoy were so plentiful^ that 
100 could be bought for 25 cents. 

Abundance of Whitefish. 

Whitefish were so plentiful in Lake Ontario, that with one seine — I owned half 
of it, and it was a 50 rod seine too~we put up in one month 180 barrels for our net's 
share. The other men, 8 in number, would get the equivalent to 180 barrels amongst 
them; this was in the month of June, in 1869 or 1870, and was on Conaecon Beach. 
There were other seines fishing also, but probably not so large in extent as ooirs. 
The same year, in November, the fish were very numerous, and all larger fish than 
usual, weighing about 2f pounds ; as many as we could barrel we caught and salted, 
bat a great many besides were lost. Whitefish were so numerous that they wero 
ban led away for manure for use upon the farms ; the whitefish were so plentiful that in 
hauling the seine they could not pull it in on the shore, they had to dimply dip out 
*what they wanted oi the fish with small nets and let the rest go. The fish wero 
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miraculously numerous, when I left Lake Ontario some 15 years ago, wbilefish were 
almost exterminated. Four thousand whîteûsh were many times taken in a haul in 
one night; salmon-trout and whitefish in Lake Ontario were vastly more numerous 
than tbey have ever been in tbe Georgian Bay. 

Sunday Close Time, 

Eegarding tbe Sunday close time, I think it would be impracticable to carry it 
out in the outside Ushing. 

Americans fishing in Canadian Waters. 

With regard to Americans fishing in our waters, I have often seen it bat do 
not know particularly about it. 1 believe, however, ihat from Point aux Barques 
Americnns have fished in Canadian waters for years past, that is, in the Georgian 
Bay. With regard to the close seasons, I believe they are right if properly selected 
at the spawning times, in order to keep up the supply offish food for the people of 
Canada. As a British subject and fisherman, I would recommend that the Govern- 
ment take action to induce the United States authorities to make similar laws for 
the preservation offish as we do ourselves. 

Artificial Fish Culture, 

I consider that artificial fish culture is desirable to be carried out in Canada, 
and fish hatcheries should bo establi|Shed here on the Georgian Bay as a means of 
sustaining the fisheries of the country. 

Black Bass, 

Kegarding black bass some of the tourists that come over are injurious. I have on 
my books some 27 clubs, amounting to 152 persons, coming here to fish, and I have 
furni^hed them with boats and equipments of all kinds, including fishing gear. I 
have found that they catch more bass than they can consume, and that fish were 
left upon the rocks to spoil, sheer, wanton waste. The law in 1892 stopped this 
somewhat; they were informed that they could catch all they wanted to eat and no 
more. The bass fishing was better this year than they had before. The Ontario 
Fishery Laws allowing 12 bass for one person, would create unnecessary slaughter 
if there were 6 in a camp. If printed cards were placed on the islands notifying 
the anglers that they could not catch more than they could consume or send to their 
friends, it would be in the right direction, or if they could soil the surplus fish to 
dealers, and if they allowed the fish to spoil, heavy penalties should be enforced. 

Comparative Value of Fish. 

The comparative values of the fish are thus: whitefish first, trout second, 
pickerel third. Pickerel are becoming a very important fish, that is the yellow 
pickerel, caused by the firmness of their fiesh and the consequent ease with which 
shipments of them can be made with safety. 

Falling Off of Fish. 

The fish have fallen off" in this manner: whitefish, mostly brought aboat by 
over fitfhing. There were a thousand miles of gill-nets used lust year from Maol- 
touliu to Midland, and around the bay north and south shores, and some 1,170 fishing 
crafts, large and small, used in connection with the industry; 585 men were 
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engaged, besides boys employed, in the fishing; that is, the cause of the falling off 
is that too mach net is set in the water and the fishery cannot stand it; it is vastly 
too largely fished and must be reduced, otherwise the fishermen will lose their 
industry. 

Suggestions. 

I would like to offer to the Commission the following few suggestions: — 
The sail-boats engaged in fishing above 20 feet keel and up to 30 feet should be 
limited in the amount of net they should fish, and it should not exceed 5,000 yards 
of gill-nets. A sail-boat of 18 feet keel and up to 20 feet should not exceed 3,000 
yards of gill-ncts, and all sail-boats of loss than 18 feet keel should not be allowed 
to carry an excess of 2,000 yards of gill-nets. With regard to *' fike" or hoop-nets, 
they should be permitted to fish from the 15th October to the 1st of April in 
grounds not frequented by whilefish, salmon-trout, or black bass. Another matter: 
There are lakes in the country where there are no inhabitants, that are full of the 
very best fish. These lakes, I think, might be fished by fishermen from the 15th of 
October to the Jst of April, if not inhabited by whitefish, salmon-trout, or black 
bass; gill-net fishing or angling only might be allowed under special limitations. 

Witness in reply to Mr. Harris : 

General Remarks, 

The facilities of Midland as a fishing centre are fairly good for the shipping of 
fish caught at Copperhead Island, Giant's Tomb, Christian Island, and sundry other 
places, by capture with gill-nets. These islands are from 15 to 40 railes*from Mid- 
land. The value of finh shipped from this place and caught on the above grounds 
would be about $35,000, of which the larger proportion would be for Canadian con- 
sumption and markets. Last season I saw three large lots or shipments of fish, 
principally pickerel, that were not more than nine or ten inches long ; this indicates 
overfishing and the catching of too small fish. About speckled trout — there are 
several trout streams in this section that are now fished out; they are not natural 
trout streams ; the waters are not able to properly raise these fish here, as the 
streams are not good waters for trout; they get very low in the summer and the 
water gets soft and warm and unsuitable for speckled trout. Fishermen would be 
well satisfied if the close seasons were well chosen. As to the sizes of bass : a 10- 
inch bass is not too small to be taken by anglers, none should be caught under 1^ 
pounds in weight. No law could be made to limit the number of fish taken, as it 
would be broken constantly. Hoop-Lets should not be fished or allowed in the 
water between the 1st of April and the 15th of October in each year. 

The witness then withdrew. 



FRANK BONTER, duly sworn: — Lives in Midland; has been a fisherman for 
from fifteen to twenty yeart ; a Canadian by birth. 

Witness examined by Mr. Wilmot ; 

I cany on a fishery for rock fish and herring, pike, pickerel, bullheads, perch 
and other coarse fish, with gill-nets of three and a half inch mesh, number forty-five 
to fifty twine. I fish for them, the herring, in the Midland Bay. The coarse fish 
are caught up on the north shore, as far as Point aux Baril, about eighty miles 
from here. 
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SoojhNets. 

I use hoop-nets, or rather did use them till stopped, and with which I caught 
bullheads and other coarse fish. I was stopped by the inspector last year. My nets 
were seized and burned by the inspector, P, Fraser. I use round hoop-nets, the 
same as are used in the Bay of Quinte. The mesh in the bowl is three inches, in 
the remainlDg part, wings and lead, six inches. From four to six hoops are ased, 
and two tunnels. The wings are about ten feet long, and the leader from seven to 
eight rods long. My nets were " single leads," one " bowl," and were not used 
where salmon-trout or whitefish frequented. There would be a few bass taken. 
The 3-inch bowl would catch catfish, pike, perch, suckers, &c., by the ton. Three- 
inch mesh is the right sort to catch catfish. ^ 

Markets and Price of Fish. 

I sell all my fish to home markets. Bullheads are worth from four vo five 
cents ; pickerel, three to tbreo and a half cents ; ^ pike, two eente ; bass, coarse fish, 
suckers, are worth three-quarters of a cent a pound. 

Spawning time of Fish. 

The time for spawning is: For bullheads, in June; pickerel, from the 15th of 
April to the last of the month ; pike, very early, as soon as the ice goes out; bass 
spawn in June ; perch spawn in April ; sunfish in May and June ; suckers and 
mullets spawn early in the spring, up rivers and streams. The hoop-nets are some- 
times injured by storms. Hoop-nets only take fish that cannot get through a three- 
inch meshf The close seasons should be adopted for certain kinds offish. Pickerel 
and bass should by all means be protected. I cannot say about bullheads ; however, 
they might be too. Hoop-nets are generally set early in the spring, and then again 
about the 15th of September, and often they can be fished in the winter time under 
the ice. 

Artificial Culture of Fish. 

With regard to artificial culture offish, I am not just now prepared to say any- 
thing about it. 

Bullheads most Valuable, 

The most valuable fish to me are bullheads. T will get as many as $400 worth 
in a season here. In the Bay of Quinte I got $7<»0 worth. They are generally 
sold to the dealers at 4 cents a pound, dressed. I have got at the Bay of Quinte 
and in Bufialo as high as 5 cents a pound. Bullheads, like all other kinds of fish, 
can be reduced by overfishing. 

Boats and Bullheads. 

I use fiat boais, not the ordinary fishing boat, but much cheaper. I fish from 
ten to fifteen single hoop-nets. They will cost complete from ^bout twenty to 
twenty-five dollars. The twine used is numbers 9, 12 and 16. Two men fish a boat 
A boat will cost about from ten to fifteen dollars. I fiished hoop-net« for aboat 
twelve years in the Bay of Quinte, I left there about three years ago. I have to 
suggest that it would be advisable to allow hoop-net fishing where it will not in- 
terfere with salmon-trout and whitefish. In inland waters, which are alive with 
bullheads, hoop-nets should be allowed to bo used. Mudpouts and bullheads are 
the same fish, and are also known as catfish, but the real catfish is another fish al- 
together, much larger, and by its proper name is known as the *' channel catfish." 
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Q-eneral Remarks. 

Witness in reply to Mr. tlarris : 

A 3- inch mesh will catch the average sized mudpout, and that is tho proper 
mesh for the hoop-net. Hoop-nets are set up all round the points on the main shore 
and in marshy bottoms in dead water. 

I have a receipt for the money which 1 paid to get my license, but I got no 
notice of an intention on the part of the Government of disallowing these netSi 
Whitefish and trout are not benefitted by tho killing of bullhead and coarse fish, 
because they are not found in the same waters. A tew black bass only are taken, 
and the time to take bass is only before they spawn as they rush to the shore. You 
may get four or five at a lift. But blatjk bass do not pound well. They will not 
lead or gill. I do not know if there were any anglers around where 1 fished. I saw 
some boats travelling around and persons camped out. They would be fishing for 
bass or pickerel, but I did not take particular notice about it. 

The witness then retired. 



JOHN YATES, duly sworn, states ho lives in Midland, and has been a fish 
dealer for about eleven years ; is a Canadian by birth. 

Witness examined by Mr. Wilmot : 

I deal in all classes offish caught in the Georgian Bay, salmon-trout, whitefisb, 
herring, pickerel, pike, bullheads, bass, perch and suckers — no ciscoes, but there 
were ciscoes in the bay some time ago, and a few are occasionally taken. The limits 
where my fishing is carried on are from French Kiver to Midland, along the east 
shores of the bay. 

Description of Nets. 

The nets used are principally gill-nofô for whitefish, trout and pickerel. I do 
not buy fish caught in any other nets except gill-nets. I have tried to use seines, 
but they are not successful. I use no pound or trap-nets. I object u> them, because 
they catch so many fish that are not mature. The " pot" of the nets generally is 
the killing part, and meshes there are smaller than those used in the gill-nets. A 
pound-net would require a mesh one inch larger than a gill-net, to let the small fish 
out. The twine used in gill-nets is No. 50 and 60. In the spring and the fall, No. 
40. Pound-nets are made of No. 12 and 16 cotton. This is much larger than the 
former. Fish are more liable to be gilled in fine twine th&n in the coarser kind of 
twiue. Hoop-nets, " fike " nets and trap-nets are not used here illegally. The 
boop-nets, except for catching bass, should be allowed. The place to use them 
is so far inland that bass would not be afiected to any extent. Some bass will, how- 
ever, be caught in the nets. 

Size of Mesh in Nets. 

The proper size of mesh for salmon-trout and whitefish is 4f inches. The best 
and most profitable mesh for the autumn fishing is a 5^ or 6-inch mesh, and this 
nhould be then used. For salmon-trout and whitefish the }»rosent regulation is 4^ 
inch mesh. It should be 4|, because the 4jinch me«h takes too small a whitefish, 
iind one which is not as acceptable in the market. Many would also be immature 
:fi8h. For fishing in the autumn the meshes should be 5 J inches, and the reason why 
t.hey should be larger in the fall than in the summer is because in October tho trout 
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are then on the shoals for parposef^ of spawoing. There is no difference in the 
sizes offish in the summer or fall. We catch more in the fall with a ô^inoh me^h 
than in the summer. The large mesh takes more fish in the fall. 

When Spawning Fish come <m Shore. 

The sexes are about the same in numbers. The male fish come about the 18th 
or 20th of October, and the females come in about the 25th of October. Both come 
in for spawning purposes only. The present close season of November covei*6 only 
about ten days of the actual spawning. Whitefish come in about the 8th or 9th of 
November, and are done spawning ul^ut the 15th, or from that to the 20tb. They 
spawn very quickly. 

Condition of Fish when Best. 

As to the time when fish are in their best condition : Salmon-trout and white- 
fish are best iu the spring, and continue good till the 1st of October, they are not as 
good at the spawning time as before or after it. 

Market Value of Fish, 

The whole of my market is in Canada, but I cannot supply the Canadian 
demand. Salmon-trout and whitefish are sold at from 4^ to 5 cents per lb. in the 
summer season and autumn; in the winter, from 5^ to 6 cents. These are whole- 
sale prices. They are shipped asfar eastas MontreaL and are also sold in many towns 
in Ontario. Herring are sold at $1 per 100 fish. Pickerel during last season were 
selling for the same price as trout and whitefish. We have no bke pickerel here. I 
would buy about one ton of bass during a season. The best prices for thet»e fish are 
from 5 to 6 cents; suckers ai*e worth about 1 cent; perch, 1 cent; pike, 2^ cents, 
and sunfish, 1 cent per lb. ' 

Spawning time of Fish. 

Regarding the spawning times of fish : Salnaon-trout are npest for spawning 
between the 20th October and the Ist of November; some spawn an late as the 10th 
of November. Whitefish are ripest from about the 10th to 20th November, a few 
days perhaps beforo and after, but generally speaking, they are over by about that 
time. Black bass are ripest from the 1st to the 10th of June; thev hover about 
their nests to watch their young for a fortnight atter they ai*e hatched out. 

Black Bass—their Destruction. 

Bass are caught numerously by anglers from both Canada and the United 
States — they are caught by rod and line, and by trolling, and are taken for amuse- 
ment — and some are shipped away to their friends. My agents have purchased from 
the anglers their surplus fish, as high as 150 tons. Thei*e has been great waste by 
pei*sons leaving the fish on the rocks to spoil. Bass are fish that spoil very quickly 
unless iced at once. They are caught principally between Parry Sound and Midland, 
the average weight of these fish would run about two and three-quarters of a pound. 
Bass are very numerous indeed on the limits just mentioned, they can be seen there 
by the thousands on the main shore down to the Nottawassaga Biver, Christian 
Ihlands, and the Giants' Tomb. Anglers resort here very largely to catch these 
bass. A close season for bass and all other kinds of fish should be thoroughly 
enforced. 
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Destruction of A'ets. 
We lose most nets in October from rough weather, and also in part of November. 

Sunday Close- Time. 

With regard to keeping the Sunday close time, it would be impossible to carry 
it out properly. I do not know of United States citizens fishing in our waters. 
With regard to close seasons, they are certainly beneficial if pi-operly chosen. 

Artificial Culture of Fish. 

Begarding the artificial culture of fish, I cannot say, but until it is ascertained 
that artificial culture can fill the blank, the close seasons should be continued and 
enforced. 

General Remarks. 

My nets are set in the summer as soon as the 27th of April, and are kept set 
until the 1st of November, when the close season seta in. My experience is that a 
3^inch gill-net mesh will catch whitefish of say about one pound and under — a seine 
menh of 3 inches will catch whitefish largely us they run. Winter fishing is carried 
on, and quite a lot of fish caught, consisting of pickerel, pike and trout — no white- 
fish — ninety per cent of the trout are caught with hooks during the winter. Pick- 
erel and pike are taken with gill-nets, and 10 per cent of the catch would be white- 
fish. No bass would be caught in the winter. Indians spear without any limit as 
to territory, and they catch all kinds of fish. With regard to the quality of fisb, 
whitefish stand highest ; pickerel stand equal to them ; trout next; pike and other 
coarse fish afterwards. The catching of rough fish would not benefit the better fish, 
8uch as whitefish and trout. Pike do not inhabit the same waters as whitefish and 
salmon-trout. Whitefish come in shore to spawn in November. The catching of 
coarser fish is not advantageous to the whitefish and trout. There are places within 
twenty miles of Midland where the coarse fiah could be caught with pound-nets. 
The bass close season, if extended to the Ist of July, would make no difierence 
whatever to the fishermen. 

Storms Destroying Nets and Fish. 

There are some nets carried away annuall}'^ in stormy weather in October; 
Btorms effect the gill-nets more when they are full of fish. The fish are not as good 
at the spawning time as for some time prior to that time, and there is no objection 
to the buying of them by the public if caught after that time. No fish were put up 
here during that period. It was understood that November was the close season 
bat not for pickerel or pike. The pickerel close season is from the 15th of April to 
the 1st of May, and this I consider the proper time for these fish. 

All Fish have Fallen Off. 

All kinds of fish have fallen off very much in recent yeai*8, e-^pecially whitefish 
and trout, by reason of the general use of a small-sized mesh in the nets, and there 
being more fishing than formerly. If the sizes of mesh had been kept up as 
formerly, the destruction of fish would not have been so great. Killing fish at the 
spawning time is injurious always and everywhere. I fished with a sail-boat — sizes 
22 and 32 feet keel. 1 did not fish with tugs. Tug fishing would be more bene- 
ficial if fishermen could afford to buy and use them. 
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Witness in reply to Mr. Harris : 

Pike, pickerel, and suckers are taken in the bay ; the most of these coarse fish 
are pike. Pike are not caught on whi'efish grounds; pickerel areas valuable as 
whitefish and trout. The " pots " of the pound-nets were one and one-eighth inch, 
but I (io not approve of them at all. Jf tne mesh were larger they might do ; the 
rhosh for the ** pot " should be 4^ to 5 inches extension measure. There is no doubt 
that some fish become lost to the fishermen by the gill-nets being out during storms. 
In the summer season this is unusual. A good many fishermen do not land their 
fish at this port; about half land their fish here; some at Victoria Harbour; some 
at Penetanguishene. No steamers or tugs are used here ; steamboats do our freight- 
ing. Our fishing grounds are convenient to the freighting stations. I do not think 
there should be any close season for the herring. 

The witness hereupon retired. 



CAPT. S. WHARTMAN, of Waubaushone, was duly sworn. A fish dealer 
for four years; previous to that time was in the fishing business about twelve 
years; a native Canadian. 

Witness examined by Mr. Wilmot : 

I have been fishing for salmon-trout, whitefish, and all other kinds : herring, 
pickerel, pike, bullheads, bass, perch and coarse fish. I have been fishing largely 
in the Georgian Bay. I fish with gill-nets and fike-nets or hoop-nets. 

Size of Meshes. 

The sizes of the mesh T use in my nets for salmon-trout and whitefish are 4^ 
to 5 inches in summer fishing — in the fall fishing 5J and 6 inches extension. I use 
the same kind of not for pickerel and bass. I find that a 4^ or 5-inch mesh will let 
2^ pound trout pass through. A 4 pound trout and under will pass through a 6- 
inch mesh. The fish are much larger in the fall, which is what causes us to use the 
larger mesh at that time. 

When Fish come in to Spawn, 

The salmon-trout come in the fall for spawning purposes, about the 20th of 
October, and they will stay there about two weeks or a little longer. Whitefish 
come in on or about the Ist to 5th of November, and will remain for spawning 
purposes about two or three weeks; the time, however, for these fish coming in 
shore to spawn will vary from five to ten days, accoi-ding to the locality. 

JFish when Best for Use — not Good in Spawning Time. 

I find that these fish are the best in the spring of the year ; they are also good 
in the fiull after the water gets cold, say after the 1st of November. This applies to 
salmon-trout and whitefish ; they are not so good in the spawning time as they are 
for the month previous ; this, of course, in a general way applies to ail kinds of fish, 
none are so good just at the spawning times. 

The Price of Fish and their Markets. 

Montreal is my principal market for fish, but other towns also buy from me; 
some of my fish also go to the United States. During the last two years the 
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Canadian market have consumed my supply of fish. The average prices of fish are : — 
SSaimon-trout, 3| cents, and whitefish, 4 cents per pound ; both these are for the fish 
droâsed ; pickerel, 3^ eents ; pike, 2^ cents ; bass, 5 cents; herring, 90 cents per 100 
fish ; coarse fish, about L cent a pound. 

The bpawning time of Fish, 

Eeg%i*cling the spawning time offish, salmon-trout are the ripest about the 1st 
of November; whitefish commences about the 10th or 12th of November; hei-ring 
spawn later; pickerel spawn from about the 20th to the 25th of April; pike spawn 
early in the spring ; bass, in May and June; maskinongé, in May: all these fish 
may spawn some days earlier or some days later. Cattish spawn in the month of 
June. I find October and November the worst months for breaking up our nets. 
The damage is done also a good deal in May; that is in the outside fishing. 

Small Fish destroyed by Seines. 

With regard to small and undersized fish, many small pickerel are brought m 
as low as a quarter of a pound; they are caught with seines ; no small whitefish ^r 
salmon-trout are taken. Seines with a 3-inch mesh will bring almost all kinds of 
small fish ashore. Three-inch meshed gill-nets will take a medium sized whitefish. 
Seines should not be allowed in the interests of the fishermen, unless the mesh is at 
least 4^ inches in the "bag." Pound or trap-nets will take fish more plentiful than 
gilUnets, and will take any kind offish, small as well as large. In the best interests 
of the fisherieiJ pound or trap-nets should not be permitted to be used in the 
Georgiaxi Bay; they might be used in the small bays where trout and whitefish do 
not frequent. Hoop-nets might be used in such waters as catfish frequent; the 
mesh should be 3 to 3^ inches, otherwise too small fish will be caught; seines 
should not be allowed, except with restriction as to the size of mesh — that it should 
not be less than 4^ inches. Herring seines might be fished with 2^inch mesh, if 
not fished where salmon-trout and whitefish frequent. Pishing in the winter is 
carried on by gill-nets, and with seines under the ice. Seines catch a number of 
small pickerel, bass, sunfish, &c. »3pearing is done by the Indians and half-breeds, 
generally speaking. 

Artificial Culture of Fish. 

The artificial culture of fish would be a great thing. In order to keep up the 
supply there should be a hatchery on the Geoigian Bay, this is necessaiy to keep 
up the standard offish here. The comparative values of fish are that whitefish are 
best, salmon-trout next, pickerel next, bass next, maskinongé next, bullheads, then 
herring, afler that the coarse fish. 

The Falling off of Fish. 

In reply to the question as to which fish has fallen off most, I would say that 
whitefish have diminished most by overfishing. Salmon-trout and other predaceous 
fish feed largely upon the young whitefish, which are very innocent in their nature. 
Whitefish have fiillen oft' fully one-third during my period of fishing. Salmon-trout 
appear to me to be about the same in numbers as formerly. 

Salmon-Trout of Different Kinds. 

I may say there are three kinds of salmon-trout — one, known as the salmon- 
trout proper; another, the "potgut" found in the deep water, and the " sisqua- 
haits" — all known from one another by their difference in colour, shape and quality 
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of flesh. The salmon-trout proper ai'B best, the ** potguts " next, and the "msqna- 
haits " last, and very fat. The salmon-trout will average about eight pounds, the 
** potguts " about four pounds, and the " sisquahaits " about the same. The '* pot- 
guts '* and '^ sisquahaits " spawn in deeper water, if they spawn at all, and it will be 
m the fall of the year, later than the other ones, 

Deccription of Boats used, 

m 

1 fish with a sail-boat, 30 feet keel — 2 and 3 men fish in this boat with about 
200 rods of net. The net will be about five and a half or six feet in depth. The 
average catch the last one or two vears has been small to what it was formerly, 
caused, no doubt, by overfishing. I fished in Lake Ontario in 1874 at Presqu^Isle and 
Brighton, principally for trout of large size — the mesh used for them would be 6 
inches. The fish were quite plentiful then, but I left there in 1878 to come to the 
Georgian Bay fishing, because I found that it was better than in Lake Ontario. The 
rough fish and whitefish in Lake Ontario have fallen oif very much. I have under- 
stood from late residents that the fishing in Lake Ontario years ago was very good, 
wagon-loads of whitefish were sold there at one time for |l ; that, is all done now. 

Fishing by Tourists, 

I would suggest that fishermen, tourists and anglers should not be permitted to 
destroy fish as they do. I have seen thirty or forty bass rotting on the shores, 
caught by tourists, and this within four years ago on Jibloy Island. 1 have caught 
as many as 75, — 25 would be a fair catch in a day. Fishing is done by i-od and line 
and trolling, and the fiy sometimes; bass take the fly well about the end of June and 
July. Taken altogether, the tourists are not objectionable, the better class of then> 
having some little money to expend — most of them bring their tents and live 
cheaply. Some of them have built cottages on the Islands. In legislation the tour- 
ists should not bo considered with regard to other fishermen, as the tourit>t can 
take care of himself. Bass spawn about the 15th of June — they protect and look 
after their young for a time — catfish and dogfish do this also. It would bo belter 
to extend the close season for bass till the Ist of July. Fishermen can make good 
wages fishing for bass with a rod and line, he might make $2 a day readily from hi» 
fish. 

General Remarks, 

It would be advisable to allow hoop-nets to catch bullheads in the marshy 
waters. When any changes are made by Order in Council or otherwise, previous 
notice should be given of this announcement for some little lime, so that the fisher- 
men may prepare for it. The right size for the mesh of herring seines should be 2$ 
to 3 inches — the herring are smaller heie than they are in Lake Erie or Ontario. I 
have seen the roe and milt in the ^^potgut" salmon-trout. A fisherman can handle 
1,200 or 2,000 rods of net with a 30-foot keel boat with three men. 

Illegal Fishing. 

There is a good deal of net set in the Georgian Bay that the department doe» 
not know of. It would be far better for all if they all fished alike as to quantity of 
net. It is very difficult for a fishery overseer to cover such a large territory and 
properly attend to it. It would be better to put letters and numbers on the boats 
that are licensed to fibh in order that they mignt be known. It would be advanta- 
geous to have the rougher classes of fish caught as well as the better kind«. 
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WitDOsa in answer to Mr. Harris: 

Salmon-troQt come to the top in the summer months after herring for food and 
therefore are not caught so largely as in the spring and fall. The larger run of 
the fall fish are just the same fish as in the spring, but we do not get many of these 
large fish in the spring. Seines are used at Change Beach and Matchedash Bay, 
and a couple of seines are used at Point Aubrey. The mesh in the centre of these 
seines is 2^ to 3 inches. Herring frequent the deeper bays amongst the island», 
whitefish and trout are not plentiful there, they come in about the Ist cf November. 

The witness then retired. 



WILLIAM J. HODGINS was then duly sworn. Witness stated he lived in 
Midland and had been a fisherman for about 12 yeai^ ; on Lake Ontario for 2 yeurr<, 
and for 10 years here in the Georgian Bay ; also that he was a native Canadian. 

Witness examined by Mr, Wilmot : 

I fish for salmon-trout, whitefish, sturgeon, pickerel, bass and coarse fish. My 
fishing grounds in Lake Ontario were around the Main Ducks for 2 years, and since 
then for 10 years in the Georgian Bay along the north shore. 

Size of Mesh used, 

I use gill-nets for salmon-trout and whitefish with a mesh of 4^ to 4| inches, 
that is for the summer fishing; I use 5^ and 6 inches for the full fishing. In the 
summer, fishing a4j to 4|-inch mesh will let fish of 2 pounds and under pass through. 
A 3 pound fish and under will pass through a 5^ and 6-inch mesh. A 3 inch gill- 
net will catch fish from f of a pound to a pound in weight, or about half sized fish. 
I use both descriptions of nets during the summer and fall. The 5J and 6-inch mesh 
in the summer will catch large whitefish from 4 to 5 pounds each, the smaller fish 
will not take so readily in this sized mesh. 

When Fish are best. 

As to the time in which fish are best, I would say that salmon-trout and white- 
fi^h are good at all times, there is no time when they are very much better than 
another. I market my fish at Mink Island, where an agent of the fishing companies 
buys them ; I sell them to the Buffalo Fish Company, and sometimes sell some salted 
for local use. 

Price of Fish. 

The prices of the salmon-trout and whitefish are generally 3^ cents all round, 
cleaned. Bass and pickerel the same, but pickerel are the most valuable in the 
opinion of the buyers. 

When Fish are ripe to spawn. 

As to the spawning times offish, the salmon-trout are ripest for spawning pur- 
poses from the 25lh of October to the 10th of November ; the whitefisn spawn more 
freely from the 10th to the 25th November, both of these fish will spawn earlier 
and later than the above dates. Pickerel will be found to spawn in the m(Viths of 
April and May, bass spawn during the months of May and June. 
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Loss of Nets, 

The loFs of nets by fishermen is more particularly in the fall, in November and 
October. Fi^hermen would be able to make something more if Ihey were allowed 
to fish in November. 

Dealers buy all sizes of Fish. 

I do not catch any small fish myself, but all fish are bought by the dealers, 
large and small, fish off of a pound are not saleable, however, not many are caught 
here. 

American Fishermen and Sunday Close Time. 

II would bo impracticable for the fishermen to keep the Sunday close season, 
particularly with the outside fishing in the bay. I do not know of Americans 
fishing in our waters, but Americans are, however, said to fish at the Bustard 
Islands; they fish with gill-nets and sail-boats. 

Close Seasons are Desirable. 

I would most certainly say that close sea.*4ons are beneficial, and if hatcheries 
are built up here they will help keep the fisheries up. Fish will always breed 
on certain shoals that fishermen cannot get to; these places should be sot aside for 
the fish to breed upon. I do not carry on winter fishing; it is, however, done by 
other parties with gill-nets through the ice for catching pickerel, salmon-trout and 
whitefish, and a sturgeon or two at times. 

Hoop-nets take Bass. 

I do not think bass fishing is carried on with nets; they are caught with the 
fijill-nets; they are, however, now I think of it, caught with hoop-nets a good deal. 
Nets are set in channels between the islands in shallow waters; they are set with 
leaders to take in a part of the channel ; other fish, such as pickerel, bullheads, and 
in fact any fish that comes along are likely to be led into the tunnel and taken. I 
do not know the size of the mcbh usually in use. The sportsmen catch bass with 
roi and line about the islands situated about sixty miles from here. The islands are 
very numerous. Gill-nets cannot be set back of these islands. 

Artificial Breeding of FisK 

I would say that whitefish fish breeding is very beneficial to the fisheries of these 
great lakes and other waters and should be extended to this place, that is, I mean 
that a hatchery should be established here, and I know very well it would be of the 
very best assistance in sustaining the fisheries; something should be done to keep 
up the fisheries, as they are now falling off very much. 

The Grading of Fish. 

I would grade the fish in this wny : whitefish first, sahaon-troui second, pickei*el 
third, herring fourth, pike fifth, bass sixth, and then coarse fish. If any effort is 
made to keep up the standard of fish, whitefish and salmon-trout should take the 
lead by all means. 
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Fish have decreased, 

Gcucrally speaking, fisb have decreased a great deal daring my time here, the 
cause of which is overfishing, and catching them at the spawning times makes also 
a great difference. This applies to salmon-trout and whitefish ib the summer and 
fall fishing. 

When Fish Come on Shore to spawn. 

Fall trout come on the shore about the 15th of October; whitofish about the 
10th of November; both of these fish come on the shore to spawn, and I do not 
think it is wise to catch \heae fish when they are spawning. 

Size of Fishing Boats. 

I use a sai'i-boat 18 feet keel, with one man and a boy, and fish from 10 to 12 
nine pound-nets. In 1891 I caught 10 tons, in 1892 sevea tons, that is with a single 
rig; formerly, with my 30-foot boat, I would use 18 to 21 nets with two or three 
men, and would take 14 or 15 tons offish. A bingle rig is most profitable, because 
it is easier on the nets, needs less men and less nets. Fish are now one-third less 
than formerly in my time, but the size offish is about the same. In 1891 about six 
tons out of the ten tons would run three to five pounds each in the 6-inch mesh. 
I cannot say positively what change there is (if any) in the sizes of fish, but I know 
they have fallen off one-thii-d in quantity. The price now is 3J cents dressed; for- 
merly they were sold by the piece at 7 and 8 cents each fish; whitefish and trout, 
large and small fish, all drew the same price. It is better now, because they are 
Bold by the pound. 

Some Fish are Lost because Bad and Rotten, 

Some quantities of fish are lost, a good many by their having too many nets 
out and leaving them in the water too long and the fish become drowned and die, 
dealers only buying the drowned fish as culls ; they are kept separate because the 
company wants these culls kept apart. Culls will not sell anywhere unless salted; 
I would not eat a culled fish myself. Culls salted here may be fit to eat, but I 
would not care to eat them ; they are soft and flabby and 1 have no stomach for 
them. Yes, sometimes there would bo a good many culls. I have known as many 
as 1,400 rotten fish thrown away at one time; they are not thrown in the water, 
but are brought on shore, where the gulls eat them. I know that if dead fish are 
thrown in the water it pollutes the fishing ground. I fished in Lake Ontario from 
1875 to 1877, and caught whitefish and trout there. Whitefish had become very 
scare there when I left, and they were very plentiful there before 1877. In 1856 
and 1857 whitefish were veiy plentiful indeed, and they were then caught in very 
great numbers. 

Nets — Quantity used. 

Regarding the quantity of net used, I would say that 10 and 12 pounds of net 
would DO used in one boat with three men. I would put up about 100 packages 
or 50 barrels in the month of November. In 1876, near Christmas, I set 5 pounds of 
nets and caught 500 whitefish. Whitefish were more plentiful then in Lake Ontario 
than I have ever seen them here — that was in 1876. Whitefish within my own 
knowledge weieas plentiful in Lake Ontario as they have ever been here. I left 
Lake Ontario to come here to better my fishing and other fishermen have come here 
also with the ^ame intention. 
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Suggestions — Using too many Nets, 

I would respectfully offer the following suggestions : — I would say that a great 
many fishermen are fishing too many nets to their boats. A single rig with an 18 
foot boat should fish from 10 to 12 nets of 700 yards each. A double rig, or 32 foot 
boat should not fish more than 21 nets of TOO yards each, but the double rigs now 
do fish 28 and 29 nets and some of them even 30 nets. There should certainly be a 
limit to the number of nets or yards of net fished by single as well as double-rigged 
boats. A single rig should be limited to 10 or 12 only and the double rig to 20 or 
21 nets and no more. Large companies with tugs should bo limited to not more 
than 30 nets — some tugp, however, nsh as high as 40 nets and even more than that. 
I pay a fee of $5 for a small boat and the big boats do not pay any more. Tugs 
pay only $10, which is a very unfair rate proportionately with us. Keep the 
month of November closed, and keep out some of the big rigs and tugs and the 
fishery will hold good for all time. 

Witness, in reply to Mr. Commissioner Harris: — 

The sturgeon are not taken numerously in the Georgian Bay — the best place is 
in Nottawassaga River. I have caught them there myself and have seen 100 
of them taken in one haul of a seine; these would weigh from 30 to 100 pounds. 
I have seen them all along there from one foot in length upwards. Quite a few 
rock sturgeon are caught and the small sturgeon are taken out in deep water in 
gill-nets, but very few in number, and they ought to be thrown back alive as 
being ot no commercial use. Sturgeon under 3 feet in length should not be allowed 
to be taken or marketed. Sturgeon spawn in April and May in the rivers. The 
whitefish spawn principally from the 10th to the 25th of November; some may 
spawn earlier and some after ihat time. They spawn principally at Mink Island 
and Byng Inlet. Heavy winds stop the sail- boats as well as the tugs. There is 
not much difference in the ability of sail-boats and tugs to lift nets. If the tugs 
could lift more frequently, it would prevent the waste of fish, such as now goes on. 

The witness hereupon withdrew. 



W. W. CHURCH was then sworn. Lives in Midland ; is a fisherman, and has 
been so for the past forty years, thirty-eight years in Lake Ontario, and the balance 
in the Georgian Bay. 

Witness examined by Mr. Wilmot: 

I have fished for whitefish, salmon-trout, and all kinds, including pickerel, 
bass, mullets, and coarse fish. Formerly I fished in Lake Ontario, and latterly in 
the Georgian Bay. 

Description of Nets used and Size of Mesh, 

I fished with gill-nets of 4f-inch for salmon-trout and whitefish; in Lake 
Ontario' with, a 4j-inch mesh, and in the Georgian Bay with a 4, and in the Georgian 
Bay with 4f mesh. The herring gill-nets would be 2J-inch mesh, I have used hoop- 
nets in Lake Ontario, and for one year or so here. These nets catch bullheads and 
sometimes pickerel and pike, and now and then a bass, but not often. A 4j-inch 
mesh will let a pound and a half fish go through. This will apply to all fish. A 41- 
inch mesh is about the right thing. 
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When Salmon-trout and Whitefish are best, 

Salmon-trout and whitefish are beat during the months of June and Jaly ; they 
are poorest just after spawning time, and are not very good to eat at the spawn- 
ing time. 

Markets and Price of Fish, 

I sell my fish — part of them in Midland, some of them are put up in barrels, 
but I cannot say where they are shipped to. Fish were generally salted in barrels 
when I fished in Lake Ontario. Fresh fish were not in demand, as there were no 
freezers at that time, the fish were taken over to the United States for sale generally. 
Salmon-trout and whitefish and pickerel are worth 4 cents a pound at Midland. 
Whitefish in Lake Ontario formerly sold at $5 a barrel. Salmon-trout from $8 to 
$10 a barrel. In the Georgian Bay the coarse fish, such as pike, are worth 2 cents 
a pound; perch and mullets are worth about 1 cent a pound; herring brinff 75 
cents to $1 for every 100 fish. None of these latter fish were saleable in Lake 
Ontario when I fished there. 

• 

Spawning Time for Fish. 

The spawning time for fish is : — Salmon-trout begin to spawn here about 20th 
of October, and remain on their ground spawning about ten days; some might 
spawn later than this. In Lake Ontario it is about the same. Whitefish are a little 
later, say ten days later. Herring spawn in November, generally from about tho 
10th to 20th, and they are tho same in Lake Ontario. Pickerel spawn in Lako 
Ontario from 25th of April to the 10th of May; bass spawn in the month of June; 
piko in April; maskinongé about 10th of May ; catfish spawn in June. 

When Nets are most injured. 

The hardest month on nets is September and October, but November is some- 
what worse on account of its being colder in conjunction with the storms. With 
regard to small fish being thrown away in Lake Ontario in quantities, there might 
be 200 or 300 thrown away in one night, but I never saw that done here. 

About Close Seasons. 

As to the Sunday close time — from Saturday night till Monday morning — it 
would be impracticable for the fishermen to carry it out — that is, I mean for the true 
fishermen out in the bay. I connider it practical to have a close seaaon, but not to 
have it too long — it is proper to have a close season for say ten days, but not much 
longer. This would apply to salmon-trout and whitefish — ten to fifteen days should 
be sufficient for all kinds of fish to do their spawning in. During this time which 
is set aside, no person should be allowed to fish for them in anyway whatever. 

Time of Setting Nets and Spearing Fish. 

We set our gill-nets about the 1st of May, and keep them set until the closo 
season sets in in November. Winter fish ins: is carriei on by gill-nets, catching piko, 
pickerel, and an odd salmon-trout and whitefish, but no bass, a^d a few herring. With 
regard to spearing, I do not think this is done much, but it is done, principally by 
Indians on the north shore of the Georgian Bay, About Shamagonit Bay a good 
deal of this kind of thing is done. 
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Hatcheries and Fish Culture, 

I would Bay in rcgaixl to artificial fish culture that I consider it a good tbingi 
and I think so from whal I have heard of itd good results in other places. As to 
establishing a hatchery here, I consider that Midland City ought to be as good a 
place as any other for a hatchery. 

Comparative Standards of Fish. 

With regard to the difference in fish, I would say that whitefish would behest, 
trout next, pickerel next, herring and bass next ; bass are not a profitable fish to 
the net fishermen. Fish are getting scarcer every year in Georgian Bay. 

Seines Destructive to Fish. 

In Lake Ontario, whitefish years ago were caught b}"^ Ihe thousands in seines, 
from the 10th of October to the Ist of November, along the beach at Weller's Bay 
and the Cousecon Bay. At Presqu' Isle, along the shores of the lake, I have known 
every forty rods of the beach for ûvo miles to have a seine. A seine would haul 
from 1,000 to 6,000 fish at a haul. These fish were cleaned and salted in barrels. 
Seine owners would have some times as many as fifteen persons cleaning and salt- 
ing fish, and sometimes many of the fish would he spoilt, they were taken so 
numerously. It was about thirty years ago when they begun to drop off. When I 
left thirty years ago it was not worth while going out with a boat, they were so scarce ; 
this was caused by catching too^raany in the summer season. I have known as many 
as forty thousand caught in one seine in July. They cleaned what they could, dis- 
tributed as many as possible, and great quantities were thrown away on the beach. 
These would include all sizes, young and old. They were caught with a seine with 
a back of 2J-inch mesh ; the wings were about 3 inches, and the other parts 4 
inches. The length of the seine was irom eighty to one hundred and ten rods, and 
was generally worked with from six to eight men. This would make a great num- 
ber of men to be working at the seines, while as many more, farmers and others, 
would be waiting to get a haul. That business is all gone now, not being worth 
carrying on at all. As the fish were done out in Ontario, we came up to the 
Georgian Bay to fish, and quite a few other fiehermen came up here also for the 
same reason and purpose that I did. Fishing may not decline so fast here as it did 
down there, as there are no seine grounds. Seines are very destructive kinds of 
nets, more so than gill-nets. If you surround a school of fish with a seine you catch 
them all, but with gill-nets you will not do thiï>, onlv taking such as will gill them- 
selves. One boat is used by me, of 30 feet keel, and worked by two men with 
thirty pounds of web of net ; nine pounds of web will make about 100 yards of 
net. 

Loss of Fish in I^ets. 

With regard to fish dying in the nets, I must say thai sometimes fish are 
brought in in a softer state than in others. These are cleaned and salted. Some- 
times nets will be out three or four days; they are though generally lifted every 
other da}'. I fish with a boat under license, and pay $5 for the latter. I do not 
know what amount of net is mentioned iu the license, that is the amount of net to 
fish with. When I fished in Lake Ontario the fishing there was very good, and I 
have never seen fishing as good, or even half as good as it was in Lake Ontano. I 
know this of my own knowledge from having fi&hed in both places. 

Suggestions. 

I would offer the following suggestions : — I think that fish became scarcer in 
Lake Ontario, first, because so many young fish were caught in June and July, and 
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on account of overfishing daring the spawning time. Whitefish and salmon-trout 
keep pretty well apart while spawning — their grounds are different. &ilmon-trout 
spawn in deeper water than whitetinh. I do not know anything about these **pot- 
gut " salmon-trout they speak of. They appear always to be taken in the summer, 
though they tell me in the fall they are larger when they come in to spawn. There 
are no freezing establishments here, and I do not know anything about them. It 
would be beneficial to clean out the rough fish by some process. Pickerel bring 4 
cents; pike, 2 cents ; bass, 4 cents; green bass, 2 cents; bullheads, 3^ to 4 centn. 
Bullheads, mudpouts and catfish are practically one and the same finh. Small 
meshed nets would not gill all fish. Herring would be in the locality where trap- 
nets would be set. The mesh to catch herrings should be 2^-inch mesh. Herring 
are smaller here than in Lake Erie. If pound-nets were set in suitable ground 
where salmon-trout and whitetish do not resort, they would not be objectionable. 
No illegal fishing is going on hero; no poaching, and all are pretty honest fisher- 
men; in fact there are so many officers and cruisers about here that we cannot fish 
without a licence. In the close season the non-licensed fishermen fish just as they 
please — there is no law to prevent them. 

Witness in reply to Mr. Commissioner Harris : 

Whitefish were more numerous in Lake Ontario than any other kind of fish. 
Pike, pickerel, bass and trout eat young fish, and some kinds offish destroy the 
spawn. Whitefish nevertheless, held their own in the old days of fishing and sal- 
mon-trout were plentiful at .the same time. When whitefish dropped off, salmon- 
trout were gone into more fully, and then^they likewise dropped off. It would be a 
benefit if pike and pickerel, bass, eel pouts and dogfish wore taken out — it would 
benefit the whitefish. The only way to catch the rough fish to make it profitable, a 
hoop or trap-net is required. Salmon-trout begin to spawn about the 20th of Octo- 
ber — some whitefish will be mixed with them at that time but not plentifully. 

The witness then withdrew. 



CHARLES HILL, duly sworn, lives in Midland, has been a fisherman for above 
forty years and is a naturalized Canadian. 

Witness, in reply to Mr. Commissioner Wilmot, said: 

I catch mostly coarse tish^ and fish for mu Jpouts principally, of which I have 
handled sometimes in one week, as much as twelve tons* — this was in Prince 
Edward County, on Lake Ontario. I have also caught other coarse fish, such as 
bass, pike, pickerel, and latterly for the past four years, I have been taking the 
same fish here in the Georgian Bay. I fish with hoop-nets almost wholly. 

Corroborates Evidence of Former Witness. 

I have heard the evidence put in by Mr. Phillips, and his description of hoop- 
nets, with which I agree, but when fishing them myself, sometimes I use a short 
leader with a pair of nets — the leader will be from 5 to 6 rods long. I have fished an 
eight foot hoop at the entrance, but think a four foot hoop will do equally as well. 
With regard to the size of the mesh for the hoop-nets, I corroborate Mr. Phillips's 
statement as being correct. I also corroborate Mr. Phillips's statement as to the 
time when cattish are in the best condition. I sell my fish here to dealers and get 
the same price as given and stated by Mr. Phillips. As to the time and mode of 
the spawning of catfish, I also fully endorse the statements made by Mr. Phillips. 
The reason why I endorse Mr. Phillips's statements are that we have often fished 
together and know each others' views on the subject of the hoop-net and catfish 
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fishing thoroughly. With regai*d to the Saoday close time, I think it would be 
seriourtly objectionable to carry out the law to take up our nets from Saturday night 
to Monday morning, in fact it would be almost impossible to do so. 

Americans Fishing. 

With regard to Americans fishing in our waters, being an American citizen 
when I first commenced fishing and before moving into Canada, I may say that I 
then used to furnish net gear to the Canadians who fished, and I took their fish from 
them. At that time there wan not much of a market on this side, and I marketed 
them in the United States. I first came into Canada to live about 20 years ago, 
and have lived in Canada perraanentl}'^ for the past t» years, 4 yeara of this time in 
Midland, carrying on hoop-net fishin>r. Some call them trap-nets but they are of the 
same description as those described by Mr. Phillips, except that they are square 
instead of round and are made of ropes instead of hoops. They are set in the same 
manner as told by him, being raised with corks and leads, for ordinary coarse fish- 
ing they are better^ but for catfish the hoop-nets are equally as good. 

Close Seasons are Right. 

T am of the opinion that it is very wise indeed of the Government having close 
seasons for the preservation of coarse fish, and the time for these seasons has been 

fully described oy Mr. Phillips and which I fully endorse. I set vay nets about the 
1st of April and keep them in the water until the last of May; I then take them 

np and set them again in September and keep them in then until it freezes up. 

Hoop-nets take Small Fish, éc. 

In these hoo|>-nets we take some small fish, such as sunfish and perch, rock 
bass, but hardly any of the black bass. As to winter fishing, I do not carry on hoop- 
net fishing in the winter, it is not profitable, but I fish gill-nets under ice for catching 
pickerel, now and then a whitefish may bo taken, but no bass, though some pike 
occasionally. 

Jlesh and Gill-nets, and Size of Fish. 

The mesh for gill-nets used is a 6-inch mesh. The pickerel we catch will run 
about 5 to 5^ pounds each ; pike from H to 8 pounds ; raaskinongé are very seldom 
taken. Whitefish will average from 5 to 9 pounds but they are very scarce. The 
quality offish run thus: Whitefish will be best, salmon-trout next, and pickerel then 
next. 

Falling off of Fish. 

About the falling off of fish, 1 have not taken much notice of it, as I have not 
been here long enough to notice it, but I have noticed that bullheads are not ao 
plentiful here as they were in Prince Edward County on Lake Ontario. The ball- 
heads and the coarse fish have fallen off a good deal in Prince Edward County to 
what they were at the time I came away. 

Size of Boats. 

I fish with one boat of 18 feet keel. It takes 2 men to work it. I took on an 
average about 3 tons a year since I came here. I would make the following sug- 
gestions: In my experience bullheads appear to be more numerous than the other 
coarse fish, they come to maturity quicker and it does not seem that they get any 
iscarcer, but I think they should have a close season as referred to. 
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Witneâ^ in reply to question by Mr. Ck>inmi88ioner Harris : 

The hoop-net is prohibited in these waters in the Georgian Bay; oatside they 
catch a good many small fish during the season. The officers seized some of ray nets 
and burned thero, and I paid a license fee in the soring for the nets. The officer 
said he had authority to seize ail hoop-nets, officer Fraser seized some and Captain 
Dann did ho also, and ono McDermott did so too. Those McDermotb seized, I paid 
overseer Fraser $10 tor a license to fish them. Hoop-nets are the only corret nets 
to fish with for coarse fish, equally as it is to allow gill-nets for salmon-trout and 
whitefish in the outside waters of the bay. The catching of the coarse fish does not 
effect the salmon-trout and whitefisn fisheries as they are not on the same grounds 
at all. Mudcats are caught in the marshes more than anywhere else. Perch and 
aunfish feed upon other fi*h — perch are very destructive. 

CooTBe Fish require Regulations Uke other Fish. 

Coarse fish fishing should be put under proper regulations as well as fishing for 
other kinds of fish. The coarse fish industry will compare favourably with the 
other fisheries outside in the bay. 

Difference between Hoop-nets and Trap-nets. 

Herewith is a plan of the net : This net has an advantage over the ordinary 
bullhead net by having a leader to turn fish in. This is what is called a trap-net, 
as used in the Greorgian Buy for catching rough fish. The difference between this 
and the hoop-net, so called, is that this net is made without hoops, but stretched in 
its shape by three stretchers, as shown in the plan, the entrance or mouth of the 
tunnels being from top to bottom, whilst the hoop-net entrance is from the centre 
of the hoops. 

This concluded Mr. Hill's evidence. 



WILLfAM GEROW was then duly sworn. Witness stated he lived in Midland 
and is a fisherman of about thirty-five or forty years' standing ; a Canadian by birth. 

Witness examined by Mr. Wilmot: 

I fish for salmon-trout and whitefish, and my locality where I do my fishing is 
from Moss Point to Point au Sprat, in the Georgian Bay. I use gill-nets of the fol- 
lowing descriptions: — I use a 4|-inch mesh in the summer and fall' for salmon-trout, 
and a two-pound and under fish will pass through this mesh. A whitefish of the 
same size will pass through. Salmon-trout are in good condition for all purposes, 
except when spawning. This applies also to whitefish. I sell all my fish in Mid- 
land to Mr. Yates, the fish dealer, who buys on his own account. 

Value of Fish. 

The valae of salmon-trout and whitefish dressed is four cents a pound, and the 
average weight of the salmon-trout dressed is three pounds ; in the summer fishing, 
ioor and a half pounds undrensed. The whitefish are three cents dressed, and will 
weigh four pounds fresh. The fall catch of the salmon-trout will rjan from seven to 
thirty pounds dressed. Whitefish will run from three to four pounds undressed. 
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When fish come on the Shore to spawn, 

Salmon-trout in Lake Superior come on shore about the 10th of September, 
and on the south shore of the Georgian Bay about the 19th of October, and on the. 
north shore of the bay about the same time. They come on the shores from the 
deep water for spawning purposes. They will remain there from about ten to 
fifteen days, and then leave the shore. All will spawn in about that time. In Lake 
Superior they will get through by the 20th of September, and in the Greorgian Bay 
about the Ist of November. No spawning of any consequence is done after the Ist 
of November by salmon-trout. Whitefish go on the shore about the Ist of November 
in the Georgian Bay for spawning purposes, and they remain about ten or fifteen 
days at the longest. Some will spawn a little before or after the dates above men- 
tioned. Herring spawn in November, and black bass spawn in June. Pickerel 
spawn between the 25th of May and the Ist of June. Catfish spawn in June. 

When Nets are most injured. 

The worst time for our nets while fishing is in September, October and Novem- 
ber. In these months it is almost useless to fish, as we make nothing on account of 
the stormy weather injuring the nets. I do not catch any immature or small fish 
as a rule. 

Sunday Close Time Impracticable, 

It would be impracticable for me or any fisherman $o carry out what is called 
the Sunday close time, that is to take up our nets on Saturday night and leave them 
up out of the water until Monday morning. Protection should be given in one way 
or another for fish during the spawning times. At least ten days should be set apart 
for this purpose. Pound-nets are fished in Michael's Bay and along to ThessaioQ 
River by many persons, as many as sixty,* so I was told by Captain Dunn. I do not 
know of any pound-nets being fished in the Georgian Bay, except at Christian 
Islands and Sunday Islands, three or four years ago, fishing for salmon-trout and 
whitefish. 

When Nets are set, dec. 

The nets are generally set as soon as the ice leaves, and are left down until they 
are ordered to be taken up at the beginning of November, which is the beginning of 
the annual close sesison. Some fishing is carried on for salmon-trout and whitetisb 
in the secluded bays. A few herrings are also taken, too — always late in the fall. 

Artificial Fish Culture. 

I would say on the subject of artificial fish culture that I believe fish hatcheries 
to be good things, and we would like very much to see more of them and less offi- 
cers. A hatchery should be built at the Giant's Tomb Island, some sixteen miles 
from this place. Salmon-trout and whitefish are both alike as to their values. 

Fish Decreasing, 

There has been a very big falling off of fish, generally speaking. I have seen 
the time, some eighteen years ago, when I caught six thousand eight hundred white- 
fish in three weeks, from the 21st of November to Christmas, but we are not allowed 
to fish in November now, we are allowed to fish in October and December; formerly 
there were fewer fishermen, now there are a great many. 
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Boats should be numbered. 

Every fishing boat should have a proper license, and it would be a very good 
^hing to have the boata numbered so the officer might see whose they were. I have 
to suggest that the close season should be between the 20th of October and the 1st 
of November for salmon-trout. Salmon-trout and whitefish do not spawn in Novem- 
ber or in September — they are all spawned out between the 20th of October and the 
Ist of November. 

The witness then retired. 



JOSEPH CUNNINGHAM was duly sworn r—Jiives in Midland, and has been a 
fisherman for about thirty-two years, ten years of which have been on the Georgian 
Bay and the balance on Lake Ontario; is a native Canadian. 

Witness examined by Mr. Wilmot: 

My fishery consists of whitofish fishery and trout, and it has been the same in 
both places — both in the Georgian Bay and on Lake Ontario. I catch some pickerel 
and some bass in Lake Ontario, but I do not get any here. Herring and sturgeon 
are also taken around here — my fishing has been done both in Lake Ontario and the 
Georgian Bay. 

Meshes of Large Size pay Best. 

I fish with gill-nets only that are of 4f to G-inch mesh. I use both at the same 
time in the same waters; the 6-inch mesh pays best — they do not catch so many fish, 
but what they do catch make up in size and weight for their lack of numbers. They 
are'of the same value per pound, that is, for summer and fall fishing. A 4|-inch 
mesh will let throe-pound fish, that is, salmon-trout, bass and whitefish pass through 
— these fish would be saleable fish. In October, I use a bMnch mesh, because we get 
larger fish and more of them. 

Potgut Salmon Trout. 

There is a fish called " potguts*' caught in about sixty fathoms of water, aver- 
age size about three pounds. These fish used to be caught numerously, they are not 
at all so numerous now. Some whitefish are caught along with the ** potguts." The 
greatestqtiantity of whitefish are caught in the shallow waters at all times; they are 
most numerous in the months of June and July, few are caught in October. 

Whitefish Spawn in November. 

In November they gather on the shoals to spawn. Salmon-trout come on the 
shoals in the latter part of October and through November, and these all come to 
Bpawn. I think thft "potguts" spawn in deep water. I have caught some with 
spawn in them about 3 to 3^ pounds in weight. They spawn in from 30 to 40 
fathoms of water. They are caught with meshes of 4f inches. "Potguts" are 
always good and fat, the other trout are best, except at the spawning time, but after 
that are not so bad — not so fat and flabby and soft, that is, the female fish, the male 
fish are always better. The whitefish in June and October are the same in appear- 
ance. When they come to spawn the scales are rough, some are called " bow-backs." 
Whitefish and salmon-trout are always better at any other time than the spawning 
season. I market my fish in Midland, they are for home consumption in Canada. 
The value of the " potgut " and other fish is the same, also for whitefish ; the price 
for. all is the same, about thi*ee to four cents. In Lake Ontario the trout are what 
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we call a deep-water trout, the others are fall trout. The fall trout are always the 
best, and it is the same way in the Georgian Bay. I fished in Lake Ontario for about 
ten years, but could not get enough there to make a living out oi it and consequent- 
ly came up here to carry on fishing. With regai-d to the small fish in Lake Ontario, 
@eth Green put in what he called menhaden or shad, and these fish ale up all the 
fry of the whitefish and salmon-trout. I caught whitefish in Lake Ontario off Am- 
herst Island — I caught a good many, Homething like 1,900 in a haul when first I 
commenced fishing there, but got weiy few when I left there. 

Overfishing ruined Lake Ontario, 

The whitefish became scarce from the same cause as the salmon-trout, and I 
was compelled to come up here to fish. This also applies to other fishermen besides 
myself. These fish became scarce there from overfishing. I have seen immense 
numbers of small fislf along the shores dead. 

Spauming Times of Fish. 

About the spawning of fish, I must say that sal mon- trout are ripest to spawn 
about the Ist of November; whitefish from the 10th to 15th of November. I do 
not think they should be caught then, so that they may be allowed to spawn. Her- 
ring spawn most freely throughout November; black bass spawn in May and June; 
pickerel in April and May; pike and maskiuongé, I really do not know when they 
spawn. I fish with a sail-boat and gill-nets. I find that September and October 
are the worst months for losing nets ; November weather is rougher and colder and 
also bad on the nets. The Sunday close time from Saturday night to Monday morn- 
ing, I consider it would be quite impracticable for the fishermen to carry eut. 

Close Seasons are Desirable. 

I do think that it is desirable to have close seasons, and it is also essential to 
set off special grounds for fish to spawn in where they should not be molested. With 
regard to artificial fish-breeding, I think it is very good and it should be extended, 
but if proper grounds were set aside for the natural spawning of fish a hatchery 
would not be required for the great lakes or for the Georgian Bay. 

Qualify of Fish. 

I would call whitefish the first and most valuable fish, because the most of 
these are caught and they are the best fish. There are more fish cau&rht ifbw in the 
bay than there were formerly, but there are ten boats fishing now where there was 
only one ten years ago, therefore it would be apparent there is no falling off in the 
fish ; this applies to the salmon-trout and whitefish. I fish with one boat, size 20 
feet keel ; employ two men to work it, and use about 7,000 yards of net. 

Mauy Fish beeome Bad in the Nets. 

A good many fish are lost by drowning in the nets by their being out too long. 
If these fish are found too soft to ship they are salted and they thus go to market 
but otherwise they could not be used. The fishermen would not make as much if 
all the nets were taken out on the 1st of November; the poor man could not stand 
it; the fishermen would not make any money. There are 50 or 76 per cent of the 
nets taken up on the 1st of November anyway, but there are lots of people who 
could not live if all the nets were taken up on the 1st of November, but if the law 
compels one man to take up his nets all should do the same thing. I may say t^at 
as a rule fish are more plentiful now in appearance than they were ten yeaiv ago, 
but it is because there are more boats, more nets, and more men fishinir for them. 
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ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL was then daly sworn, lives in Midland, is a 
fisherman, and has been for over ten yeara, is a native of Scotland. 

Witness examined by Mr. Wilmot : 

My fishing consists in catching whitefish and trout — no other fish, but he*'ring 
and some pickerel occasionally. I fish in the neighbourhood of Moss Point in the 
Georgian Bay. I fish wilh gill-uets and nothing else — I formerly used hoop-nets 
but gave them up u year ago. I use a 4|-inGh mesh for small fishing, also a 6- inch 
occasionally, but I use a 6-inch mesh in the fall for my fall fishing. A 4|-inch mesh is 
used in deep water for whitefish and trout though in seldom less than 15 fathoms, 
and fall fishing in from 5 to 18 fathoms — we catch the same fish in both the summer 
and fall — both alike. The salmon-ttout average about 8 pounds dressed, but 10 
pound fish are also caught. This average is greater than other places. Whitefish 
of about three pounds are caught. Whitefish are somewhat larger in the fail on the 
average. The large ones come on earlier than the small ones — that is for spawning 
purposes. 

When Fish come near Shore to spawn. 

Salmon-trout come on about the 25th of October, working towards their spawn- 
ing grounds — the best catch of these fish was on the 15th of November, and they 
would spawn about a week later, though some were spawning at that time. White- 
fish come on the shoals about the 10th of November to spawn — they get th^re 
quicker than the trout, they spawn principally between the 15th and 20th Novem- 
ber, then leave and go to deep water. 

Size of Mesh. 

A 4f-inch mesh is the right one for salmon-trout and whitefish. Smaller mesh 
would be injurious because it would catch too small fish. The small fish will not 
stand handling like the larger fish. Salmon-trout of 2 pounds and under would be 
immature — a less size would apply to whitefish. Three-inch mesh would catch 
smM sized whitefish; that is to say, half grown. 

Salmon-trout and Whitefish best in June. 

Salmon-trout are best in the month of June — whitefish are also best then — they 
are very fair all summer, but they are not in prime condition at the spawning time 
^nd some are not fit for use at that time. 

Markets for Fish. 

My catch of fish is sold in Midland, to go on the Canadian markets as a rule. 
3oTne go to the United States markets — the markets for both kinds offish are the 
same. Salmon-trout and whitefish are sold at about the same price, that is four 
<sent8 a pound; pickerel the same; herring are not used till the fall when they are 
Bof t and worth about 2^ cents a pound. Bass are sold for the same price and pickerel 
^so. 

Spawning time of Fish. 

As to the spawning time of fish, salmon-trout are ripest to lay their eggs about 
the beginning of November. Whitefish are ripest from the 10th to the 15th of 
IN'ovember but some will spawn before this and some later. About one-third of the 
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whitefish and salmon-trout will spawn as late as December — ^These spawn in the 
deep waler8. Herring spawn ihroagh the month of November. Pickerel spawn in 
the spring before May, and bass may be in May and June. 

When Nets are most injured. 

I lose my nets and receive more injury in September and October — ^November is 
a very bad month, being generally rough weather and colder. To take up ournets 
from Saturday night. to Monday morning would be impracticable to work. There 
is no occasion for taking up our nets if ihe Sabbath is kept otherwise. 

Americans fish in Canadian Waters. 

Regarding Americans fishing in our Canadian waters, I would say that I have 
heard of them doing so along the north shore near Killarney and Bustard Island — 
they fish with tugs and gill-nets during the summer, but I do not think it is right 
for the citizens of the United States to come and be permitted to fish in our waters 
— they should be reserved for our own people. 

Close Seasons are right, 

I believe in close seasons, for they are right, if properly selected. It would be 
in the best interests of the finherroen and others interested directly, as of the fish- 
eries themselves, if the close seasons were maintained, and maintained rigorously. 
The setting aside of certain limits for spawning grounds would be a correct 
thing, if there were no close seasons. I would prefer this, however, to the close sea- 
sons. 1 set my nets about the ist of May, and I keep them down generally always 
till about the 1st of November, and fish more or less through the whole season. 
Winter fishing is Carried on through the ice with gill-nets for the catching princi- 
pally of pickerel and pike — an odd salmon-trout and whitefish are now and then 
taken. 

Indians spear Fish, 

I know that the spearing offish is carried on in the fall and winter — it is car- 
ried on by Indians, and the fish caught are sold to the public. I am strongly of the 
opinion that the artificial culture is good. Artificial culture offish is a good thing, 
and it should be enlarged and encouraged if the success and results of the work 
are as good as they are reported to be. There is good water, I consider, for a hatch- 
ery here on the Midland Bay — fall and spring — all round, and I would say the fry 
should be planted out as far as the Giant's Tomb. The whitefish is the most desir- 
able fish for the fishermen in our waters, and should receive the most care to retain 
them in good numbers. 

Falling off from Overfishing, 

I have noticed the falling otf of fish. Formerly we used less nets and got as many 
fish as we do now with more nets. This statement applies to the salmon-trout and 
whitefish alike, and this falling off has been caused by overfishing and the use at 
the present time of more numerous and better gear than formerly. I would place 
the tailing off fully at one-third. 

Number of Boats and Nets. 

1 have fished in about the same grounds as formerly, and I fish with a sail-boat 
of about 28 feet keel, and it takes two men to work it. I fisb sixteen nine-pound-netfi : 
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each will have about 240 corks of three yards each to the cork, or about *7,000 yards. 
I set my nets in wu tor over 15 fathoms deep; the net is about five feet deep. I 
have caught about eight tons offish, which is about the average caught by the other 
fishernnen. There are about twenty or twenty-five fishermen that hail from this 
port and fish like myself. All boats should be numbered and the names of the 
owners put on thom. This would enable the officer to tell the legal from the illegal 
fishermen, and which is a very necessary thing. I do not know of any steam tugs 
that fish fiom this port. They did about five years ago; at that time there were 
two, but they found that it did not pay. I am of the opinion that they (steam tugs) 
should bo prohibited. I lose only a few fish from my nets remaining out long in 
stormy weather. An ordinary fishing boat could fish about twenty-nine pound-nets ; 
that would make about 250 corks to each net. Each cork is equal to three yards. 
Yes, I have thought out a few suggestions that might improve matters, and woulH 
suggest as follows : — 

Suggestions. 

That it is right to have a close season of about the month oT November, 
and to take in the month of November. This would benefit the fishing and the 
fishing interests generally. Herring are only caught in October and November, 
and they are very numerous — they are of no benefit to anybody only at that time. 
Herring will feed on small fry of their own, as well as any other kind offish. Her- 
ring should not, I think, have any close season, as they cannot be killed off. Pound- 
net^ should not be allowed, as it would create a monopoly and only a few would get 
the benefit from them. 

Witness, in answer to query by Mr. Commissioner Harris: 

Fike-nets are set off the shore. I gave them up and went in for gill-net fish- 
ing. They took pickerel principally. I have caughta salmon-trout or so and a few 
whitcfish, and have taken pike and suckers. I have also caught an odd bass, sturgeon 
and maskinongé. The fike-net is about ten or twelve feet long, I used to go to 
them with my sail-boat, and fished Xhv^ of them at one time. These nets do not 
interfere with the salmon-trout or whitefi^h, although these fish could be taken by 
them. A steam tug could attend to about thirty or forty of these nets. In fact 
there is no limit to what they can attend to. It would not be fair to use these nets, 
because they are like the pound-nets — they enable a monopoly lo be established. 
They can be set in twenty feet of water, but I do not think they are of any use. I 
think the nets should have 4f-inch mesh, and at much above that as may be. The 
5-inch mesh is too large for gill-nets. With two men and a boat I can catch about 
sixteen tons offish. If the fishing goes on a* at present, fishermen cannot live. If 

r)und-nets were introduced it would interfere most disastrously with the fishermen, 
fish about forty miles from here, in from 18 to 24 fathoms of water. The fish out 
in 60 fathoms might be in 5 fathoms a few days afterwards. They change about 
very fast. 

The witness then withdrew. * 



Mr. THOMAS H. ELLIOTT examined : 

y 

By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. What is your occupation ? — A. Fishery overseer. 

Q. For what section of the country?— A. From Otter Head, Lake Superior, to 
French River, Georgian Bay, including all the islands. 

Q. Have you been engaged in practical fishing at any time? — A. No. 
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Q. Then your knowledge is from your observations of what you have seen as 
an officer of the department? — A. Yes, since the time I was appointed overseer. 

Q. What is your nationality ? — A. Canadian. 

Q. What are the principal kinds of fish caught in the section over which yea 
have control ? — A. Whitefish, salmon-trout, pickerel, sturgeon and pike. The trade 
in catfish has not been opened up ; there are none caught in my division. 

Q. How is it with regard to herring ? — A. There are none caught in my division. 

Q. How far south from the north channel in Lake Huron do you go? — A. To 
the boundary line south of Cockburn and Manitoulin Island. 

Q. What description of nets is principally used in your division ? — A. Pound- 
nets and gill-nets ; very few seines. Seines are used on the lower division. An 
illegal form of pound-net, called trap-nets, are used very extensively from Algoma 
Mills east. 

Q. What is principally caught with these ? — A. Pickerel and pike ; not many 
whitefish or trout. 

Q. Then with proper pound-nets are the principal kinds of fish caught salmon- 
trout and whitefish ? — A. Yes, and sturgeon on the north channel of Lake Huron. 

Q. Is the pot in the pound-nets a perfect trap, that is inclosed all round, top and 
bottom?— A. They are open on top, where used legally; those that are illegal are 
a complete case, and set completely under water. 

Q. Are those illegal nets largely used in your division ? — A. They have been, 
previous to my taking charge of the division ; there has not been many since. 

Q. Are pound-nets numerous in your division? — A. I had altogether about 52 
pound-net licenses last year ; a Mr. Reeves got 16 for his company direct from the 
department. 

Q. With regard to the gill-nets, are they used very numerously in your section ? 
— A. Yes. I have no idea of the number of yards used. The license calls for 6,000 
yards ; but they sometimes use from 16,000 to 24,000 yards. These nets are divided 
into lour gangs ; three gangs will be in the water and one on shore. 

Q. So that the licensee is using 18,000 yards more than his license calls for, and 
fishing this excess all the time ? — A. About that. 

Q. Has that system prevailed long? — A. It has for the last few years. The 
fishermen say it is necessary to do this in dtder (o keep up their catch. They have 
to increase their plant to catch the same number of fish each year. Where 6,000 
yards might have answered some years ago, it takes 18,000 yards now to catch the 
same quantity of fish. 

Q. What is the size of the mesh in the gill-nets? — A. 4^ inches, extension 
measure. 

Q. Will that actually bo 4^ inches in the water? — A. I have always found ii so. 
The twine used is so fine it does not shrink. 

Q. Do you believe the 4^ mesh ' a proper size mesh for the welfare of the 
fisheries? — A. I believe the mesh should be 5 inches for the keeping up of the 
fisheries. 

Q. Do you think 5 inches should bo the minimum size ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Would that 5-inch mesh take a marketable whitefish or salmon-trout freely ? 
— A^ I believe it would. 

Q. Would anything under 5 inches kill the young and immature fish ?— A. Yes. 

Q. Are you quite of the opinion that there should be nothing less than a 5-inch 
mesh used in gill-nets? — A. Yes. The average size of salmon-trout caught in the 
4J-inch mesh gill-nets would run to about 2 pounds. I do not think a 2-pound fish 
could pass through a 4^-inch mesh. I do not think a 2 -pound fish would gill in a 
4i-incn mesh, but it might possibly get in far enough and get caught. The fish 
caught in gill-nets are divided into two classes, No. 1 and No. 2. The No. i 
run from 1 pound to 1^ pounds and upwards. Anything under 1 or IJ pounds is 
No. 2. 

Q. What is the proportion of No. 1 to No. 2 caught? — A. Along about Spanish 
River there is about one-third No. 2 to No. 1 caught. One firm handled 22 tons No. 
2 fish last summer. 
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Q. What ia the difference in value between No. 1 and No. 2 whitefieh ? — A. I 
don't think No. 2 brings half as much in price as No. 1. 

Q. What size of salmon-trout is called No. 1 ? — A. They call 2 pounds and up- 
wards No. 1 ; under that, No. 2. 

Q. What is the proportion of No. 2 to No. 1 salmon-trout caught? — A. The pro- 
portion is a great deal less than whitefish ; there are not so many small salmon-trout 
.caught. The No. 2 salmon-tuout bring about half as much us the No. 1. 

Q. With regard to the mesh used in the pot of the pound-nets, what size are 
they ? — A. From 2^ to 3f inches extension measure. 

Q. Will that size mesh catch a great number of small and immature fish ? — A. 
It will. 

• Q. Do you think that this sized mesh is very injurious to the fisheries ? — A. I 
think it is very destructive. It kills off the young and immature fish. A 4i-inch mesh 
should be the minimum size for the pot of the pound-net. The m<^sh should be 4^ 
inches when in the water. After purchasing them the fishermen tar them, as they 
"call it, a process which shrinks the mesh. After it is tarred three time-^, a rcesh 
shrinks to 4 inches. In order to have it 4^ in the water, it should be at least 5 inches 
when purchased. 

Q. Is the twine in a pound-net much larger than in a gill-net? — A. Yes, larger 
and coarser. 

Q. Then the twine that makes the mesh of the pound-net is many times larger 
than the twine of the gill-net; is it 4 or 5 times? — A. About that. It would take 
about 10 strands of the gill-net twine to make one of the pound-net twine. 

Q. Will the 5-inch mesh of the gilUnets shrink at all when put in the water ? — 
A. I have never known it to do so, with the fine twine they use now. They tan the 
^U-nets with a liquid which prevents shrinkage. 

Q. And your view of the matter is that ull meshes of all nets should be calcu- 
lated upon what they would measure in the water? — A. Yes. 

Q. The measure when dry would be no criterion unless the shrinkage was 
added?— A. No. 

Q. How are sturgeon caught in your division ? — A. In pound-nets. They catch 
them from 50 pounds to 150 pounds in weight; from about 3 feet and upwards. 

Q. Would a 3-foot sturgeon be capable of reproduction ? — A. I believe it would. 

Q. What is your» idea with regard to the limit in size of sturgeon that should be 
caught? — A. No sturgeon should be caught under 3 or 3J feet in length. 

Q. When are whitefish in best condition for eating or marketable purposes? — 
A. In the spring of the year, about May and June. Along id November they are a 
different fish altogether, they become flabby and soft. 

Q. Is this brought about by their advanced stage towards reproduction or spawn- 
ing ? — A. I think so. 

Q. When are salmon-trout in best condition for eating? — A. About the same 
time as whitefish. 

Q. When do you think is the principal spawning time of the whitefish ? — A. 
November. 

Q, Would that apply to salmon-trout as well ? — A. They spawn in October and 
November. 

Q. And the whitefish pi-inci pally in November? — A. Yes; they commence to 
spawn about the 12th November. 

Q. Then the month of November, which is set aside as a close season for salmon- 
trout, would not altogether cover their spawning time? — A. No. They commence 
to spawn in October. 

Q. Then do you think the close season for salmon-trout should be the latter part 
of October ? — A. Yes. From all the information I can gather from fishermen I 
believe they spawn in October. 

Q. When are fish caught most numerously in pound-nets? — A. In the months 
of May and October. 

Q. How about the months of July and June? — A. Part of June there is very 
fair fishing ; in July and August there is not much fishing. 
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. Q. Is it because the fish are scarcer, or because the fishermen take a bolidaj? 
— A. Fishermen say there is a fall and spring run; when the wealher gets warmer 
the fish seem to go out into deeper water. 

Q. Have you seen many very small whitofish caught in pound-nets and thrown 
away ? Have you heard of this being done ? — A. Yes, I have heard of it; I have 
seen them at Thessaion packed in barrels like herring. The barrels were the size 
of pork barrels; the fish were from 8 to 10 inches io length, perfectly immature 
fish. That sort of business has been earned on pretty extensively for the last 10 or 
12 years. 

Q. Are they disposed of in anv other way than being packed in baiTels? — A. 
They are thrown away with the offal. 

Q. Does that apply to sal mon- trout as well as to whitefish ? — A. To both salmon- 
trout and whitefish. 

Q. Are they mostly caught in trap-nets? — A. In trap-nets and pound-nets. 

Q. Is it your opinion that the department should establish a description of net 
to be known as a pound-net; establishing its shape and make, the fishermen to use 
that kind and no other? — A. Yes. Trap-nets should be -abolished altogether. A 
trap-net complete costs from $40 to $60 and a pound-net from $300 to $350 and $400. 

Q. Then the proportion of cost of a trap-net to a pound-net is as $50 to $400?— 
A. Yes, about that. 

Q. Are the trap-nets licensed from the department? — ^A. No; all fishing done 
with them is illegal. 

Q. Is the regulation with regard to pound-nets, that they shall only have one 
head, carried out? — A. There are no double-headed pound-nets in my division. 

Q. Where are the small and immature fish shipped to from your division?— A. 
On Lake Superior they ship to Chicago ; the Buffalo Fish Company ship to Buffalo. 
None of the trade is done in Canada at all. 

Q. Are pound-net fishermen and gill-net fishermen generally the owners of 
their own plant? — A. I think a great many of them own their own plant. 

Q. Would some of them be influenced by American capitalists? — A. Yes; I 
think there is a tendency for American capitalists to endeavour to get hold of our 
fisheries. 

Q. Is it a fact that a large number of fish die in the gill-nets during stormy 
weather, when the nets cannot be lifted ? — A. Yes ; I have heard the fishermen 
say 80. 

Q, Do you know anything about a trout called the " potgut " trout ? — A. No. 

Q. Is there more than one kind of salmon-trout, to j-our knowledge? — A. Yes, 
in the deep waters of Lake Superior there is a fish called the ciscoette balmon-trout. 

Q. Is ihere two kinds in the n'^rth channel of Lake Huron ? — A. I have never 
heard of bluy other kind than the one. 

Q. You know only one kind of salmon-trout in the waters of Lake Huron? — A. 
Yes, that is all. 

Q. Have you heard fishermen speak of two kinds, one the "potgut" and the 
other the " black " salmon- trout ? — A. No, not with me. 

Q. Are the salmou-trout caught in the summer months smaller than those 
caught in October, or do they run about the same ? — A. They run about the same. 

Q. Are they caught the whole season through about the same size? — A. Yes. 

Q. Is there any difference in the size and appearance of whitefish? — A. Yes; 
some claim that there are two, and some three different kinds of whitefish. 

Q. Are there many seines used in your division ? — A. No. There are some. 

Q. What size mesh is used in the seines ? — A. From 3 to about 4 inches exteD- 
sion measure. 

Q. ii ave you ever received any decided instructions as to the proper sized mesh 
for seines ? — A. Not that I know of. 

Q. Will the mesh be the same on its wings as in the bag ? — A. The one J saw 
at Rattlesnake Harbour was all alike. 

Q. What is the usual number of pound-net licenses granted to fishermen up in 
your section? — A. Eeoves has 16, but the usual number granted to other parties is 
£rom three to four. 
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Q. Are these fishermen who got from two to four not allowed to go beyond four ? 
— A. Five is the limit. This restriction breeds great dissatisfaction amongst the fish- 
ermen. Beeves calls himself a British subject, but represents an American fish 
i^ompany. 

Q. Has this company been in the habitof getting these licenses for any length 
of time? — A. They got them last year; I do not know how it was before I was 
appointed. 

Q. IIow many boat licensesdo you issue? — A. Fourteen. , These 14 boat licenses 
would represent about 84,000 yards of gill-nets, each boat being entitled to 6,000 
yards, but I believe they fish about 280,000 yards. Then there are three tugs 
licensed, entitled to 25,000 yards each, but they fish at least 175,000 yards. 

Q. Do you think it wise on the part of the department to have a close season 
for the preservation of the fish at spawning time ? — A. I do. 

Q. In your opinion have the fisheries fallen off or improved? — A. They have 
decreased ; at the present rate of fishing they are decreasing very fast. Stringent 
laws will have to be enforced, or in about six years from now the fishermen will 
have to quit fishing; in fact, some of them have quit now, on the north channel of 
Lake Huron. In every case where I have asked the fishermen, they have said that 
the fisheries had decreased. 

Q. How do you think this falling off has been brought about ? — A. By impro- 
per fishing; catching the small and immature fish, and catching them during spawn- 
ing time. I would suggest that in addition to a regulation as to size of mesh in pound- 
nets, there should be a restriction with regard to selling, that the buyer should be 
equally responsible with the seller for buying small and immature fish ; he should 
be prosecuted for. buying illegally caught fish, and the penalty should bo very 
severe on both. 

Q. With regard to bringing a new law into force regulating the size of mesh, 
would twelve months' notice be snfiScient to cover the requirements of the fisher- 
men to do that? — A. Twelve months will give them ample time to make any neces- 
sary change in the size of the mesh. 

Q. What would be the probable cost of putting in a new pot or crib in a pound- 
net? — A. $25 to $40. If nny new regulations went into force, they would not fall 
very heavily on the fishermen. They could easily make it up in one catch in the 
spring of the year. 

Q. What would you consider a fair average catch in the spring of the year? — 
A. Prom ^ to 1^ tons of whitefish or sal mon- trout. 

Q. What is the value per pound of these fish when caught? — A. Two and one- 
half cents on Lake Superior ; 3^ on Lake Huron. 

Q. Then, according to that, one catch in a pound-net in the spring of the year 
would more than pay for the outfit? — A. Yes, that net I seized last summer, when 
they lifted it, every night, they got from 1,200 to 1,H00 pounds of fish. 

Q. These fish would average about what weight? — A. From 1^ to 2 pounds. 

Q. Are salmon-trout and whitefish sold at the same rate per pound ? — A. Yes, 
about 3i^ cents. 

Q. Have you any information or any knowledge with regard to artificial fish 
culture?— A. I believe it is the proper means of assisting and keeping up the 
fisheries. 

Q. Are j'ou of the opinion that the natural and artificial mode of producing fish 
should go together? — A. Yes; one will assist the other. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. Are there any gill-nets under 4^-inch mesh used in your division ? — A. Not 
in my division. 

Q. What effect would it have on the fishermen if the small fish caught were 
seized ? — A. They would not catch them, I suppose. 

Q. What do they do with these small fish — A. Sell them for whatever they 
can get. 

Q. Would it make any of the fishermen stop fishing, if they were prevented 
from belling the small fish? — A. I believe it would not. Some of them would stop. 
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Q. Do 70a think it right to prevent the handling and marketing of these small 
fish?— A. I do. 

Q. How much territory do you supervise ? — A. Probably about 1,600 miles of 
coast line. 

Q. What duties do you perform ? — A. I have lo prevent illegal fishing ; see that 
the fishermen fi^h no more nets than they have licenses for; sign licenses and 
deliver (hem to fishermen ; watch that the gill-net mesh is of the proper size, &c., &c. 

Q. Do you see thj^t the regulations of the Fisheries Department are obeyed ? 
—A. Yes. ^ 

Q. What means have you at your disposal to go about this 1,600 miles of teiTÎ- 
tory ? — A. I have a sail boat, which belongs to the Government. 

Q. Can you supervise all that territory? — A. Not so thoroughly as if I had a 
small steam launch ; then I could do the work a great deal better. 

Q. How many points are there in your territory where they land fish? — ^A. 
About fifty. 

A. At how many of these points is thei*e railway communication ? — A. They get 
the fish away from the other places by boat; ihej' do not ship any fish by rail. 

Q. Where do they go to when shipped by boat? — A. The Lake Superior fish go 
to Chicago; the other fish go to Bufialo, I understand. 

Q. Are there several points where the young and immature fish could be 
seized ? — A. Yes. 

Q. If seizures of these small fish were made, do you think it would stop the 
traffic?— A. I do. 

Q. Have you evei* had any orders to seize them? — A. No. 

Q. Have you ever heard of its being done bj^ anybody? — A. No. 

Q. If the small fish now caught were seized, would the fishermen continue to 
fish with the nets that caught them? — A. No. 

Q. What fish would they fish for with ti-apnets? — A. Pickerel and pike. 

Q. Are there many localitien where these illegal trap-nets can be used where 
there are no whitefish or salmon-trout? — A. Yes, a great many; they are fished to 
a considerable extent on the broken shore of Lake Huron, near Spanish River. 

Q. Do jthey call them rough or coarse fish where no salmon-trout or whitefish 
are caught ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Would this fishery be of considerable value, if properly regulated ? — A. Yee, 
I believe it would, if properly regulated. 

Q. Are these rough and coarse fish the spring spawning fish ? — A, Yes. 

Q. Would these rough and coarse fish be in best condition when the salmon- 
trout and whitefish were in bad condition ? — A. Yes. 

y. Would trap-nets be bettor than seines for that business ? — A. You could not 
fish with seines on that broken bottom ; there are very few places where they could 
use seines in my division. 

Q. Are the trap-nets usually lifted when boats come along to receive the fish ? 
— A. A great many of them are lifted in the night. They are lifted at night when 
fishing illegally ; if fishing legally, they would be lifted to supply the boats. 

Q. Do you think it possible that one man with a sail-boat can supervise 1,600 
miles, so as to stop illegal ti-ap-net fishing? — A. There is no trap-net fishing done 
on Lake Superior. 

Q. It might be if legalized ? — A. No, the water is too deep. They are few bays, 
and the shores are too bold. 

Q. How much do you get for your services as fishery officer? — A. $300 a year. 

By Mr, Wilmot: 

Q. Do fish within your knowledge have certain resorts which they generally 
come to more numerously at certain seasons of the year than at others? — A. Yes, 
when they come to spawn. 

Q. In places where fish have been very numerous at one time, can the fishing 
be wholly destroyed in a few years by overfishing and improper fishing? — A- It 
can, and has been done. 
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Q. Can you name an instance ? — A. Yes, at Batchewan, around Sandy Island 
Shoal. 

Q. How do you know it has taken place there ? — A. Fishermen all tell me that 
some 12 years ago they caught whitefish there as high as 16 pounds in weight, of an 
average from 10 to 15 pounds, and they could fill a boat in one night with a couple 
of pieces of net; now with 4 or 5 pieces of net they cannot catch the same quantity, 
and the fish weigh only from 2 to 3 pounds. 

Q. It is then within your knowledge that some sections have been almost de- 
nuded offish by overfishing and illegal fishing ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Can this be done by legal fishing as well ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Have the fishermen any device they put the pot of the pound-nets by which 
they can catch all the small fish ? — ^A. Yes, they have what is called an apron. It 
is a piece of net the same size as the back of the pot, of about 2-inch mesh. They 
drop that down into the back of the pot, and afterwards work the fish on it and then 
draw them up. 

Q. Would this 2.inch mesh in these aprons lift all the small fish from the pot? 
— A. Everything. 

Q. Will these small fish, when they get in the pot in the first place, remain 
there if not molested, but when they begin to lift the pot the small fiuh run out? — 
A. Yes ; they run out; and to avoid this they use the apron with small mesh to catch 
them. The penalty for using this apron should be very severe; the license of the 
fisherman found using it should be cancelled. 

Q. Do you believe that the contemplated chapge in the mesh of gill-nets to 
oome into force in 1894. will result to the benefit of the fisheries and fishermen ? — 
A. In the long run I believe it will benefit the fisheries and fishermen. 

Q. Do you think the expense attending the change would be serious to the fish- 
ermen? — A. No. 

Q. Do you believe that the fishermen would be benefited and the fisheries im- 
proved by the change ? — A. I do. 



No. 12.— BARRIE. 

Bârrie, 5th December, 1892. 

A meeting was held in the office of 0. H. Ross, P. M., on Monday, by Messrs. 
Wilraot and Harris, Dominion Fish Commissioners, who were appointed by the 
Department of Fisheries at Ottawa, for the purpose of making investigations into the 
fresh water fisheries of Ontario. The object of their visit was to obtain as much 
practical information as possible concerning the close seasons, and the regulation for 
nets, as now in force in the province of Ontario. Many of the leading sportsmen of 
the town gave evidence and stated it as their opinion that the close seasons were 
not long enough, and that protection against poachers should be enforced by the 
Dominion Government by giving the fishery officers sufficient remuneration to 
enable them to devote their whole time to the enforcement of the law, and provide a 
steam yacht for that purpose to protect the waters of Lake Simcoe. 

The following evidence was voluntarily given under oath by the following 
gentlemen for the benefit of the Commission : — 

Mr. Huggard was chosen as secretary pro tem^ who took the evidence by 
stenography. 

ALEXANDER B. MoPHEE, sworn, deposed as follows:— 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Where is your residence, Mr. McPhee ? — A. Here in Barrie. 
Q. And your occupation ? — A. Well, I am a clerk in the registry office. 
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Q. What residence have you had here, how long ? — A. About 35 years. 

Q. What is your nationality ? — A. A Highland Scotchman. 

Q. Are you engaged in any description of fishing yourself now 7 — A. No, sir. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the description of net regularly used here ? — ^A, I 
don't know anything about them. 

Q. Have you had any experience with regard as to when fish are in their best 
condition ; take, for instance, salmon-trout for edible and marketable use? — A. The 
spring months, I think. 

Q. What do 3^ou give your opinion from; what months in the spring? — A. 
April, May and June; May and June is the time we used to catch them here. 

Q. What is your opinion with regard to the whitefish? — A. I don't know much 
about whitefish. 

Q. Have you bass in the lake here? — A. We have. 

Q. When are they in their primest condition for eating? — A. In the month of 
August. 

Q. Are you quite certain of what you say about that ? — A. To the best of my 
knowledge. 

Q. Now, what do you say about herrings? — A. I don't know about them; I 
have never fished for herrings. 

Q. What other fish have you a knowledge of? — A. Maskinongé. 

Q. What is your idea as to maskinongé ? — A. Well, I think in the fall of the 
year; September is their best time. I have caught them in the spring of the year, 
but those in the fall of the year were in their best condition. 

Q. Is there any particular market for fish caught here in this lake? — A- I 
think now the market is principally local; I don't know anything about that; I 
never sold a fish in my life. 

Q. Have you any idea of what the fish may be worth here in the local market? 
— A. Well, it depends upon its size; the only salmon-trout I see now comes from 
Lake Huron. 

Q. I am speaking of your own fish in Lake Simcoe? — A. I have no knowledge. 

Q. What about salmon-trout, whitefish, bass and herring? — ^A. I have seen them 
selling at about 20 cents a dozen, that is the herring and salmon-trout that would 
weigh 3J pounds at 35 cents, and I have seen herring at 25 and 20 cents a dozen. 

Q. What are salmon-trout sold at? — A. Salmon caught in the lake here sell for T 
cents a pound. 

Q. What about the bass — are they saleable in the market here ?— A. I have not 
seen any sold. 

Q. Can you give us any information when your fish are what we call ripe for 
spawning — take for instance salmon-trout? — A. I don't know anything about that 

Q. Do you know anything about whitefish in that respect? — A. No. 

Q. Nor herring? — A. No. 

Q. Do you know anything about bass? — A. All that I know about bass is that 
the close season is from the 15th April up to the 15th Juno. 

Q. What is )^our idea as to when they lay their eggs ? — A. I have no idea. 

Q. Do you know if it is the habit to catch small immature whitefish here in the 
lake, or black bass and salmon-trout? — A. I could hardly answer that question be- 
cause there are small fry caught here for fishing with, and they may be herrings or 
whitefish. 

Q. Do you know anything about the period for spawning of the speckled trout? 
— A. Well, I think they spawn in the month of September — it depends upon the 
water; some spawn earlier than others. 

Q. In the month of September you say ? — A. Yes, in the fore part of September; 
I have caught fish in September that were not fit for food. 

Q. What is your idea with regard to the protection of fish by close season — 
do you think it is a good thing ? — A. I do. 

Q. Do you think protection should be given by fixing a proper close season ? — 
A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know whether the close ieason here is obeyed or not, as a rule with 
regard to the taking of fish in the streams ? — A. I have seen fish taken daring the 
close season. 
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Q. Do you believe the close season has been violated and is still violated ? — A. 
Yes, I think so. 

Q. Do you think it advisable to set apart any portion of the lake for the spawn- 
ing season in which no person should be allowed to fish? — ^A. I believe if a close 
season is properly looked after by an efficient officer and properl}' paid for doing so, 
it would be of value, but the paltry sum now given by the Government would not 
pay them and they cannot do the work properly. 

Q. Is there any winter fishing carried on here or not ? — A. Yes, there is fishing 
done through the ice with a hook and line. 

Q. Is hook and line fishing through the ice practised ? — A. Yes. 

Q. How is this done: is it with live bait, dead bait or imitation bait? — A. 
Well, I (Suppose some use live bait if they can get it, and others use dead bait. 

Q. What kind of fish arc caui^ht here in the winter, principally? — A. I believe 
the principal kind of fish caught here in the winter are herring; there may be an 
odd salmon-trout and now and then a whitefish. 

Q. Any bass caught in the winter months at all through the ice? — A. No, never 
to my knowledge. 

Q. Do you know of any bass fishing being carried on to any extent by anglers 
in the lake or otherwise? — A. Well, I don't know of any, with the exception of 
anglers only that go up the hay fishing. 

Q. The object is to know whether there are bass to any extent in the lake, and 
if there are any caught here we want to ascertain — we would like to know whether 
bass fishing is carried on by regular fishermen or by anglers only ? — A. Well, there 
is a good deal of bass fishing done, but it is just for their own use, it is for their 
own domestic use. 

Q. Is this bass fishing worthy of the attention of the department for its protec- 
tion — that is, in proper close seasons ? — A. Oh, yes, I think so ; I think it ought to be 
protected. 

Q. If bass wore more plentiful here, would it be any inducement for visitors and 
tourists to come here for the purpose of catching them for sport? — A. Oh, yes. 

Q. Would the people derive any benefit from their presence here? — A. Yes. 

Q. In what way ? — A. Well, I think the hotel men in the first place, and all 
other people besides. 

Q. Then you think these people render assistance to the place by the expendi- 
ture of money ? — A. I do. 

Q. Which is the most valuable description offish you have got in this lake? — 
A. Well, I suppose the salmon-trout are the most valuable. 

Q. How do you place the whitefish, commercially, or for domestic use ? — A. Well, 
for domestic use, I would rather have bass than either of them. 

Q. Now, have you any knowledge with regard to the decrease of fish from 
former times in this lake? — A. Weil, not outside of this bay. 

Q. What knowledge have yon of any" part of the lake? — A. Well, in this bay 
some years ago, the fish were very plentiful. 

Q. When you say fish, what kind do you mean ? — A. Salmon-trout and white- 
fish. 

Q. Salmon-trout, whitefish, and what other kinds? — A. Well, I won't say about 
-whitefish, but we used to be able to go out and get whatever fish we wanted. 

Q. What is the position as to the quantity of the fish now ? — ^A. Well, last spring 
I was out trolling, and I could not get one at all. 

Q. Then they have greatly fallen oflF, have they ? — A. Yes. 

Q. When you speak about their being formerly plentiful, what do you mean? — 
A. There was no netting allowed in the bay at that time. 

Q. What quantity would you call plentiful ? — A. Well, my recollection some 
years ago is that I would go out in the morning, from daylight up to about half-past 
seven, in April, and catch as many as sixteen in the morning. That was in 1862. 

Q. Well, what about netting ? — A. I don't know anything about netting; there 
was a license for netting. 

Q. Have you tried the lake this last year to catch any that way? — A. No, not 
within the last two years. 
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Q. What was your success then ? — A. Oh, you might troll five or six days and 
not ^et perhaps one fish. 

Q. Then you say the falling oif has been very great ? — ^A. Yes. 

Q. What do you attribute the falling off to? — A. To illegal netting — ^netting the 
fish on the shoals when they were spawning on their beds. ' 

Q. What time of the year would this illegal fishing be principally carried on?— 
A. In the latter part of October, and in the month of November. 

Q. Would this be their spawning time ? — A. Yes, I think so, because I have seen 
fish coming from the nets full of spawn. 

Q. What are the remedies that you could suggest for this state of things? — A. 
£ told you that before. 

Q. Then you would go back to the question of artificial breeding, do you think 
that .irtiticial stocking would be beneficial ? — A. 1 do think so. 

Q. Stocking from hatcheries would assist in replenishing the fish? — A. Yes, I 
think so. 

Q. What is your idea with regard to «peckled trout — have you fished them 
much in this neighbourhood ? — A. Yes, I have a great deal. 

Q. What is the state of the streams with regard to the speckled trout now, and 
what they were formerly ? — A. Well, they are nothing to what they used to be 
formerly. 

Q. What do you attribute that to? — A. Well, in some respects the country is 
getting cleared up and the retreats of the fish beins: cut off; and in some of the 
streams by dams and mill-ponds, and the chubs and suckers have become very 
numerous. 

Q. Is that the cause you attribute to the falling off of the trout? — A. In part — 
and parties catching them within the close season for commercial purposes. 

Q. Was the close season violated in those days altogether? — A. Yes, sir; that 
was years ago. 

Q. Do you think it is possible to renew these places with fish again ? — A. No, I 
<lon't — the streams have become slushy and foul, and chubs and suckers have got in, 
and the trout won't stay where they are. 

Q. Is this principall}' on account of the changes of the climate? — A. Yes, the 
climate is one cause, and the filthy, dirty water is another. 

Q. Have you any suggestions to make yourself, Mr, McPhee, with regaixl to any- 
thing for the improvement of the supply offish ? Have you any suggestions to make 
with regarcl to this lake in bringing about a more satisfactory state; I suppose it is 
all embodied in the evidence already given ? — A. Yes, sir, I think so. 

Q. Do you feel disposed to make any special suggestions yourself? — A. Well, 
the only suggestion I would make in legard to speckled-trout, I would like an open 
season from the 1st of May to the 1st of September, and a close season from Ist 
September to 1st May. 

Q. Have you any suggestion to make with regard to the salmon-trout of this 
lake ? — A. No, I don't think so. 

Q. Nor for bass? — A. Well, I would like to see the close season for bass extend 
to the 1st of July, because the fish if you catch them, as I have often done, are alnggidb 
and not as good for tood till after that time. 

Q. Well, what do you think about a close season for herring? — A. I think the 
herring ought not to have a close season, that is for angling. 

Q. Would you say anything should be done, in the interest of the fishery inyoar 
lake, towards hindering netting? — A. I would like to see a close season for herrings, 
that is for netting, but not for angling. 

Q. Anything further ? — A. No; I am done. 

By Mr. Harris ; 

Q. What do you understand the present close season is ? — A. I understand the 
close season is from the 1st November till the 1st December. 

Q. Yes, that is right, because there was an order put out making it from the 15th 
October. 
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Q. What is your idea generally with regard to proper close seasons for per- 
servation of fish? — A. Well, I can't say as to all kinds offish. 

Q. Can't you say anything about the close season for salmon-trout and white- 
fish? — A. No, I cannot say anythiniç about this. I have caught some very good 
salmou-trout here in the bay in the fail. 

Q. What time in the year do the sporting men generally come around this 
locality to fish ? — A. In July and August. 

Q. What time do the strangers — the Americans — come ? — A. July and August 
too. 

Q. Do' these tourists leave a good deal of money here when they come around ? 
—A. Yes. 

Q, Do you know any owners of property in this locality who preserve game for 
these streams? — A. There is a pond on the other side of the lake owned by Mr. 
Burton — I understand he has stocked it. 

Q. Do you know the country pretty well all around here for say 30 miles ? — ^A. 
Yes, 1 do. I know other points where there are speckled-trout, where the owner 
will hire you a privilege at so much a day for fishing, but Mr. Burton's is, I under- 
stand, a private pond. 

Q. Are there many streams suited for trout if they were supplied again ? — A. 
There are a great many. All the headwaters of the lake are good. The Coldwater 
Eiver ought to be good for speckled-trout. There are ponda in the country that 
ought to be good. Mr. Hough has a little pond where he used to allow nobody to 
fibh there except what he invited to come and fish. 

Q. Were there speck led- trout at one time in this lake ? — A. Yes, I have caught 
them myself. In the springs leading into the lake we have caught a good many. 
There is a spring on the other side of the brewery. There is another near Dyment's 
mill, and another near the station at Allandale, and in the spring of the year I used 
to catch any amount of speckled trout in them. ' 

Q. Do you think there are plenty of glaces that fish would thrive in now ? — A. 
Ho, I don't think so now. 

Q. Why? Is it on account of the sawdust? — A. No, but the water has got 
sluggish and warm and dirty. 

Q. Are they dried up altogether? — A. No. I don't say dried up altogether. 1 
don't attribute the disappearance of the speckled -trout altogether to illicit fishing. 
I am of opinion that the chubs and suckers are the greatest enemies of the speckled- 
trout. 

Q. Were you speaking of catching speckled-trout at the mouths of the streams 
leading into the lake? — A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know much about bass ? — A. I have caught a good many. 

Q. Did you ever catch them on their spawning b^s ? — A. No, I never did ; I 
have caught them just afterwai*ds, but I never caught them on their spawning beds. 

Q. What condition are these fish in just after spawning ? — A. Well, on the 1st 
July the fish are soft and flabby immediately after spawning. I do not consider 
they are in good condition the Ist July. I have caught them, but don't consider 
them good. 



JOHN STEVENS was sworn, and deposed as follows: — 
By Mr. Wilmot : " 

Q. Aie you a resident of this place, Mr. Stevens? — A. Yes, sir. 
Q. Of bow long standing? — A. About twenty years. 
Q. May I ask your occupation ? — A. Photo artist. 
Q. And your nationality ? — A. Irish. 

Q. Are you engaged in any fishery of any kind ? — ^A. Yes, for amusement, and 
AS an angler. 
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Q. Do you fish throughout the whole of the lake or the hay only ? — A. Well, 1 
fish in both Bay and Lake Sinrjcoe. 

Q. Do you ever fish with a net of any description ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. What do you fish with?— A. A rod and line, and 1 troll sometimes. 

Q. With live minnow or imitation? — A. With live minnow and with imitationf' 
both. 

Q. What fish do 3'ou catch in that way? Herrings, whitefish and salmon-trout? 
— A. JNo, I catch ftaimon-trout sometimes; I sometimes catch them trolling in this 
bay, but mostly with a rod and line for bass. 

Q. Do you fish with a gang of hooks, or how many? — A. Well, the oi-dinaiy 
troll spoon has thiee hooks. 

Q. Do you catch them to any extent in that way? — A. .Well, no, very few. 

Q. About what number would you get in that way ? — A. Well, if I caught a 
dozen or two herring I would think I was doing well. 

Q. Would that occupy a whole day ? — A. No, sometimes half an hour in the 
morning, and perhaps half an hour in the evening. We generally take about a 
week's fishing in the summer time at Strawberry Island. 

Q. Do you catch bass in any quantities? — A. I do not think this year that we 
done any better than any other year. We have not had as good success the last five 
or six years as formerl3\ There are generally four of us go together, and the four 
of us last year caught about 50 bjiss. 

Q. That is at the present time ?— A. Yes. 

Q. What might have been your succes:^ years ago when the fishing was more 
plentiful? — A. Well, we never made such good fishing as that before. These 50 or 
53 bass were among ourselves. 

Q, Was that in a single day ? — A. Yes, but you would not get that every day; 
you might go out and not catch any at all another day. 

^. Can you give me any idea about what you know as to the exact spawning 
time of this fish? — A. I don't know anything about the spawning of fish at all; lam 
guided by the law; I observe it when it comes in, and that is about all I know about it. 

Q. Are there many of the little small immature bass caught here in fishing as 
a rule ?. — A. We never see any small bass. 

Q. What might these 53 bass you caught average? — ^A. Two, three, four and 
five pounds. 

Q. Are they the black bass? — A. VVell, as near as we could say they were the 
black bass, that is, what we call the black bass. We never get any here, but get 
them at Strawberry Island. 

Q. What is yoilr idea as to the ** close season," do you think it correct that a 
proper close season should be upheld ? — A. I think it is right to have close seasons 
in the proper time. 

Q. Do you think it is wise to kill fish when they are spawning? — A. No, sir, I 
do not. 

Q. Well, then, the close season would be a protection, would it not? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you think fish should be killed at spawning time ? — A. No, sir, I do not, 

Q. Are you prepared to give any idea as to when that close season should be ? 
— A. No, I don't know. 

Q. Do you know whether any fishing is carried on through the ice ? — A. Some 
herring fishing is done. 

Q. How do you catch the hening, is it through the ice by spearing, or netting, 
or what? — A. By hook and line; we never see anybody spearing here; they all fish 
with a hook and line. 

Q. What do you bait with ? — A. Dead and live minnow both; sometimes throw 
them a perch ; when we cannot get a minnow we catch them with a bit of meat about 
the size of a pea, and sometimes use a bit of a perch and sometimes a bit of fat 
pork. 

Q. Well, in fishing through the ice is it done by sportsmen or fishermen ?— A. 
Yes, by both. 

Q. What would be the average catch of fish caught in this way ? — ^A. Ok, 1 
don't know, some pereons stop at it all day. 
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Q. What would be the average catch in the morning ? — A. I don't know. I do 
not think they would catch more than 3 or 4 dozen in a whole day. 

Q. Do those people that catch them, that is, the poor class, sell them in the 
market? — A. I think they do sell them aroitnd at the houses. 

Q. What are they worth ? — A. About 20 or 25 cents a dozen. 

Q. Your bass fishery I think you said was more particularly at Strawberry 
Island ? — A. Yes, at Sttaw berry Island. 

Q. Is there none particularly in the bay here ? — A. Oh, there is an odd one. I 
have heard tell of them being caught, but I never caught any of them. 

Q. Do you know anything of shooting or spearing fish being practised here ? — 
A. I never saw any one shooting fish in my life. 

Q. Have you no suggestions to make of your own as to what you think would 
be beneficial to this lake? — A. Nothing more that I know of, only to enforce the 
law and establish hatcheries. 

Q. If I am not mistaken, you said something about the close season ? — A. Oh, I 
am of the opinion that the close seasons are all right during the spawning season. 
I think it is not right to use the net at all. 

(^. Do you think net fishing should not be allowed? — A. I think not; I think 
it should be abolished. 

Q. Do you think angling and trolling should be the only way of fishing allowed 
on this lake ? — A. I think so. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. What is the best month in the year for salmon-trout? — A. Well, we start to 
fish as soon as the ice gets off; generally about our time for trolling is in May, that 
is all we ever do ; we do very little in the fall ; about May is the time we generally 
troll hei'e. 

Q. Is October the best time to catch fish ? — A. No, they do very little. I went 
Tip to Strawberfy Island in the fall of the year, but the fish up there at that time 
began to get on the shoals and we cannot do any fishing then and have to quit. 
The close season used to be from the 1st to 30th of November, but the last few 
years they have extended from the 15th October to the 30th November. 

Q. Did you ever catch salmon-trout with a fly? — A. I have heard tell of it. 

Q. Do you believe it? — A. I do; I have caught a good sized bass with a fly. 

Q. But you have never caught a salmon-trout with a fly? — A. No, I didn't. 
(Mr. Samuel Lount interrupts and says that he himself had caught a salmon-trout 
with a fly). 

Q. What do you bait with for black bass ? — A. I told you that before, at least 
I told Mr. Wilmot ; we go down for a week, four of us, and generally have a good 
time. 

Q. I suppose you generally eat what you catch ? — A. Sometimes we bring some 
home. 

Q. When are they in their best condition for edible purposes? — A. Well, I 
could not tell you that, but the time we went to fish is about the middle of July. 

Q. Do you never fish before the 1st September, that is, in all Auguht? — A. I 
have myself for a week, but the fish are stupid and poor till in the latter end of 
August. 

Q. Have any artificially hatched fish ever been put in Lake Simcoe? — A. I 
have heard tell of it being done ; we always get an account of it in the papers. 
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SAMUEL WESLEY, sworn, said as follows :— 

By Mr. Wxlmot: 

Q. Do you reside here, Mr. Wesley ? — A. Yes. 

Q. And your occupation ? — A. Publisher. 

Q. Are you a resident here for any length of time ? — A. Yes, about 42 years. 

Q. Are you a native of this place ? — A. Yes, a Canadian, I was bom here. 

Q. Have you anything' to suggest yourself, Mr. Wesley, or shall we pick out 
some of these questions, for you to answer ? — A. Well, I guess you had better ask 
the questions. 

Q. Do you cany on any fishing yourself? — A. Yes, just as a sportsman and in 
the summer time for amusement down the lake. 

Q. Any particular portion of the lake ? — A. No, just wherever we can catch 
any fish. 

Q. What description of fishing gear do you use ? — A. Well, just trolling and 
hook and line. 

Q. What do you generally catch ? — A. Perch. 

Q. In trolling what do you catch? — A. Salmon-trout sometimes; the last I 
caught is about three years ago. 

Q. Well, what other kind of fish do you get ? — A. Catfish, bass and perch. 

Q. Have you ever taken notice as to when fish are in their best condition for 
edible purposes? — A. I find that in the month of May they are better; our ice don*t 
go off here until about the 25th April or the Ist May, and our trout here are hard 
and good then. 

Q. What about the buss ? — A. The bass I find best in September. 

Q. Is bass fishing or trout fishing ever carried on by paities here for commercial 

Îmrposos? — A. Yes, there was a man by the name of James Windsor, and he had a 
icense here, and I think a man by the name of John Boon had a license here also 
for quite a while. 

Q. What did these men that fished for commercial purposes catch? — A. White- 
fish and trout. 

Q. To any extent? — A. Well, Windsor supplied himself and supported himself 
and family. 

Q. Did he catch them in any quantities ? — A. Yes. 

Q. What would be his possible catch ? — A. Well, he would bring up a boat load. 

Q, Then, they were caught in considerable quantities at one time? — ^A. Yes. 

Q. What we want to show is the comparison between former years and the 
present time. Was this catch only in certain portions of the bay ? — A. Yes, princip- 
ally around the mouth of the bay. 

Q. Would that be at the head of this bay? — A. Yes, about nine miles down at 
the outlet of this bay and at Carthew's Bay, about 14 or 16 miles from here. 

Q. Would this apply more particularly to what kind offish? — A. Trout and 
whitetish only. Herrings at that time, I remember, were caught by Collingwood 
Harris, and we never had herring to catch in this bay until Collingwood Harris 
died ; he used to catch the small herrings by the hundreds of barrels. 

Q. About how long ago was this? — A. About ten years ago, and he sold them 
on the market here. 

Q. What would they bring per barrel at that time? — A. I don't know. 

Q. What is done now in the same locality: are there any caught there now? — 
A. No, there is none caught there now. 

Q. What is the reason? — A. Well, I think it is, poaching in the close season. 

Q. Do you think the great scarcity is brought about by poaching? — A. I know- 
that fishing^ is done there now, because I smashed a fishing reel there myself in 
Carthew's Bay this fall. I think it is on account of poaching in the close season* 

Q. The object we want to arrive at is this, if the fish wereplentiful at one time, 
and they are scarce now, what has brought this about? — A. Well, I might say that 
when the License Commissioners were around here, they looked after poaohei-s 
and looked after the close season, and there were more fish then. 
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Q. Do you know anything about trout, when Ihey are most free for laying their 
eggs, when they drop them freely ? — A. No. 

Q. Do you know anything about whitefish ? — A. No. 

Q. Do you know anything about the spawning of black bass ? — A. No ; I under- 
stand they spawn in the spring. 

Q. What do you think about herrings? — A. I don't know; 1 think they spawn 
in the fall. 

Q. Can you designate any particular month that they spawn in? — A. No; they 
are caught now, I think, with spawn in them when the close season is over. I think, 
in this lake it would be a benefit to extend the time of the close season from the 
1st October— extend it both ways from what it is at present. It should bo extended 
from the Ist October to the end of December. 

Q. Will that apply to salmon-trout, whitefish and herring? — A. Well, par- 
ticularly trout and whitefish; I don't care about herrings. 

Q. Have you pickerel — do you know anything about pickerel ? — A. No, there 
is none in this lake. 

Q. Have you embodied your ideas so that you think the close seasons are bene- 
ficial ?— A. Yes, 1 do. 

Q. Have you any remarks to make as to how close seasons should be carried 
out? — A. Well, I think the Government ought to pay a man to look after it, so that 
he could devote his whole time to it, and supply him with a steam yacht to enable 
him to look after the fisheries during the close season, and I believe unlil that is 
done it will never be properly looked after, and the fine or penalty should be $50, 
especially with a net. I would also recommend that Lake Simcoe be made a closed 
lake against nets entirf^ly. 

Q. Do you say that Lake Simcoe should bo made a close lake for nets? — A. 
Tes, cloi^ed against nets at all times. 

Q. Have you anything further lo say with regard to protection to this lake ? — 
A, No, I have not. 

Q. What have you got to say with regard to artificial culture of fish ? — A. 
• Well, I think it would be very beneficial and should be extended to this lake. 

Q. Do you mean to say more largely than it is ? — ^A. Yes. 

Q. Have you any idea what would be the most valuable fish for the waters of 
this lake? — A. No, I don't know anything more valuable than those formerly 
pointed out. 

Q. That is why I asked you what about sturgeon ; do you think they would 
thrive here ? How long is your bay here ? — A. I guess it is about 12 miles long. 
It is about 12. I guess this kind of fish would thrive here. 

Q. What is your idea with regard to the speckled-trout, is the close season as 
at present established the proper time ? — A . I think so ; the close season as at present 
is correct. I think it would be a hard thing to deprive poor people when fish are 
liighest in the market. 

Q. Now, have you any other remarks to make? — A. No, I don't think so. I 
tlaink the only way to preserve the fish in this lake is to have the law thoroughly 
carried out. 

Q. Do you think the great requisite for this lake is to have the close season 
I'jgidiy enforced? — A. I think if that was done, in the course of 4 or 5 years we 
"^vould have the old time fishing. There was not a morning that I could not go out 
a*t one time and get 2 or 8 or 4, and now I might go out and ply clean around the 
ial^e and not get a single bite. 

By Mr. Harris: 
Q. Any dogfish here, Mr. Wesley? — A. Yes, any amount of them. Of course 
tlioj^ used to be caught and killed, but now they have things all their own way. 
Q. Have you any idea how they could be destroyed ? — A. I have not. 
Q. Any perch ? — A. Yes. A great many. 
Q. Any pike? — A. No; no pike. 
Q. Any pickerel ? — A. No. 
Ô. Have you any sunfish ? — A. Yes. 
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Q. What do you know about maskinongë, Mr. Weeley ? — A. Not very much. 

Q. What do you think about black bass up tothelstof July ? — A. Well, I think 
that would be a benefit. If there is anything that is going to make our fishing 
grounds better, I am willing to advance it, because, as a general thing, our bass 
here in this lake won't bite at a hook and line before the Ist July, and if you do 
catch ihem then they are sleepy and poor. 

Q. Do you know anything about the maskinongë ? — A. No, the only thing I 
know is that they are plentiful down in Cook's Bay on account of their being bo 
close to this river. 

Q. Is that the Holland River? — A. Yes, and they would be more plentiful if 
the law was enforced. They begin spearing them there in the spawning season, 
whe^n they go up the river with their jack lights. Mr. Lennox, I guess, could tell 
you more about that. 

Q. What time of the year is that when you catch them in shallow water ? — 
A. In the spring. 

Q. Does this mode of catching fish refer to pike as well as maskinongë ? — ^A. 
No, there are no pike in this bay. We have a little mud lake up back of Barrie 
that has plenty of pike in it, though. 

Q. Does this mud lake connect with this water,? — A, No^ it empties into the 
Georgian Bay. 

Q. Then do you think that the Government ought to be more particular to carry 
this scheme of protection through ? — A. Yes, that is the point. 

Mr. Stevens desires the Commission to note that he wants to endorse Mr. 
Wesley's views with regard to the payment of a proper inspector, and if not properly 
paid the laws cannot be properly enforced, as no man can properly attend to his 
business and look after that too. 



JOHN HINES, sworn, replied as follows :— 
By Mr. Wilmot: 

Q. Where is your residence ? — A. Here in Barrie. 

Q. What is your occupation ? — ^A. Labourer and fish warden. 

Q. Are you a resident here, and for what length of time ? — A. Well, with the 
exception of about three years, I have been a resident here for about thirty years. 

Q. Is your nationality a Canadian ? — A. Yes, Canadian. 

Q. Have you been engaged in fishing yourself? — A. No, nothing more than for 
pleasure. 

Q. Where have you been fishing? — A. On tbe Georgian Bay. 

Q. What kind of fishing used you to carry on there? — ^A. Trout, whitefish, 
pickerel and sturgeon. 

Q. What part of »he Georgian Bay did you fish in ? — A. At the mouth of the 
Muskoka River and Blind River. 

Q. Are they on the north «hoi-e ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where ? — A. About sixty miles from the Sault. 

Q. What doî^cription of net did you fish witb up there ? — A. We fished with the 
gill-nets altogether. 

Q. What size of mesh did you use in your gill-nets ? — A. Well, now, I am not 
positive. It was the usual size, I think. 

Q. Was it 4 or 5 inch? — A. I could not say. I cannot make a net myself. 

Q. What size fish would you catch in your nets? — A. I don't know. I know 
we UHcd a smaller net for the pickerel, arid we had a larger net for salmon-troot 
and whitefish. 

Q. For pickerel, what would be your size of mesh ? — A. I think it was 2J. 

Q. Was that extension measure? — A. Yes. 

Q. How long ago is it since you fished ? — A. It is about nine yôars. 
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Q. When do you consider fish in their best condition — that is, salmon-trout and 
whitefish, for instance? — A. We consider the latter the better. 

Q. What time of the year do you consider them the best for eating purposes ? — 
A. October and the beginning of November. 

Q. What about May and Juno ? — A. I never caught any salmon-trout or white- 
fish in May or June. I have caught whitefish here in April. 

Q. At what time? — A. In April. 

Q. Where did you generally dispose of your fish in those days? — A. We sold 
them to Talsman & Co. 

Q. Did they take them to the States? — A. Yes. He kept a tug running 
constantly. 

Q. Do you catch any fish here for the market too ? — A. No, I have never fished 
much here. 1 have never put a line out here in my life. 

Q. When do you think the salmon-trout are ripest for spawning? — A. I think 
the last of September and the first of October, you will get them on the spawning 
beds in hundreds, and perhaps you could not see one a week before. You might go 
along on the sandy shoals in the Muskoka River and you would not see one, and go 
along again in a week and get a terrible catch, about that time of the year. About 
the 15th October you could get them thick. Often you might fish these shores the 
end of September and the first week in October and not get any fish, and then the 
end of October and beginning of November come on in great quantities. I have been 
with the lumbermen the most of my life. I have always noticed about the middle 
of October you would always see the Indians striking for the spawning beds, and 
down here in this lak«). I wonder some of those gentlemen never spoke about the 
Bama Indians and Snake Island Indians. They follow ashing all the year round on 
the other side of the lake for salmon-trout and whitefish. They catch a terrible lot 
offish, and there are parties at the other sidebflihe lake that do nothing else but fish. 

Q. Do these Indians catch them during the spawning times ? — A. Yes, the 
Indians do, and the whites do it too during the spawning times. It is too far away 
for the officers to go with their present remuneration. I know parties myself that 
come down here to get fishing tackle and nets, and an old man out in the country 
makes it his business to make nets for them. 

Q. During the close time? — A. Yes, to fish generally, as well as at close times 
— this lake is closed to net fishing all the time. They have a way of getting their 
nets under the ice and fishing, that is catching fish all the time in the winter. 

Q. What do they catch then ? — A. They catch salmon-trout, whitefish and 
maskinongé, and they spear a great many raaskinongé, using little wooden fish to 
lure them. 

Q. Have they houses built on the ice? — A. Yes, sir. This fishing is extensively 
followed on the north shore of the Georgian Bay, at Thessalon and Bruce Mines. I 
was up there with the lumbermen three years, and you could buy them at 2 cents 
a pound or less ; we used to change with them and give them pork for fish ; we get 
them from the Indians and half-breeds there. I have bought lots of them myself in 
the middle of winter. 

Q. Have you seen any pound-net fishinç carried on there ? — A. Oh, yes, very 
extensively. A few years ago halfof the inhabitants lived by fishing on St. Joseph's 
Island and in the neighbourhood of Bruce Mines. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of what sized mesh was in their nets? — A. Mo, I 
could not say, they were usually pound-nets, and I suppose they were about the 
same mesh. 

Q. Do you suppose they took many immature small fish ? — A. Not so many. I 
was up there and saw Talsman have lots of pickerel and small whitefish. 

Q. Have you any idea what the size of these pickerel and small whitefish 
were ? — A. They were down to a pound and a half pound, very small. 

Q. Are these as marketable as the others? — A. Well, they all go, they are all 
put together, and are packed in a case. 

Q. Are they shipped away? — A. Yes, shipped to the other side. 

Q. What port do they go to? — A. They go to Chicago and other ports. He 
had a tug and done nothing else only transport them. 
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Q. When they were taken from the fishermen, where did they go to first ? — A. 
They went to Cockburn Island and Killarney. He had buyers at Killarney, and 
then there are other fishermen that bring them to Collingwood. There is extensive 
fishing going on now by parties living up here at Midland, Waabaushene and Pene- 
tanguishene — they fish a great deal, and they don't stop at all, and didn't stop, to my 
own knowledge, this year in the close season. 

Q. Do you think the close season is generally fished right through as a rule? — 
A. Weil, the settlors up there on the Severn River stated that they had been fishing 
there for fifteen years, and nobody interfered with them, and all the claim I had on 
them was for fishing in inland lakes from the local authorities. 

Q. Did you seize the nets for fishing on inland lakes? — A. No, they stated that 
they had been practical fishermen there for fifteen years, and had never been inter- 
rupted. The settlers and lumbermen claimed that there is a lake there called the 
Six Mile Lake. 

Q. Did you take any steps to fine them for this? — A. I took them before a 
Justice of the Peace, and they were fined $5 apiece and costs. 

Q. Under the Dominion law ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Couldn't they be tried under the Ontario law ? — A. Well, I was under the 
instructions of the Ontario law, but the two magistrates claimed that they had a 
right to refer back to the Dominion law if they saw fit — this was to let them out 
easily. 

Q. Was the penalty higher under the Ontario law ? — ^A. It is not less than $10 
for the first offence, nor more than $30 for the second offence. 

Q. What was your excuse for trying them under the Dominion law instead of 
the Ontario law ? — A. This was done because the fine was louver, and I think they 
were quite able to pay the fine — I would have had 32 cases of fish. 

Q. Did they pay you your fees ? — A. I got half the fine — hardly enough to board 
me while up there. 1 understand from the settlers up there and others, that ihe tourists 
there comprise several clubs of Americans — one called the Buckskin Olub from 
Buffalo, and they come up in the summer and catch large quantities of bass. They 
come up to the Severn River. There is one place there that is about 5 miles long, 
and there are several islands on it. . 

Q. How do they fish there? — A. They fished principally with hook and line. 
The settlers said they caught them in piles and let them lie on the rock, left some 
places where they were stinking with fish — ^just caught them for sport. 

Q. Do you say these men had licenses? — A. Oh, yes, the Americans have 
license for hunting. 

Q. Well, license for hunting would that cover fishing too ? — A. No. 

Q. Had they no license for fishing? — A. No. 

Q. Did you inquire if they had license for fishing? — A. No ; they said they 
were not fishing. I saw no signs of any reels or nets there. 

Q. There were fishermen there from Port Hope, you say ? — A. Yes, they were 
there fishing with nets in this little lake for salmon-trout, that is, Six Mile Lake. 

Q. Did they get many? — A. I could not say how many they got, I believe they 
sent several boat loads — some in cases and some in boxes were shipped out to Wau- 
baushene to go down on the train, but I could not say where they would go to from 
there. 

Q. Had these fishermen licenses ? — A. No, they were Canadians. 

Q. Had Lhey nets there? — A. Yes, they bad -nets out drying around th«^ir tents. 

Q. Couldn't you seize them ? — A. No ; I had no authority to seize any nets, only 
what I could citch in the bay. They were there, and signs of fish such as heads 
and scales. The justices said that unless I could find the nets in the water I had 
no business to seize. 

Q. Do you know their names? — A. One of their names was Mr. Kitchin. 

Q. And who wa.^ the other? — A. Mr. Levering, both of the township of Matche- 
dash. I wanted to go back and seize their nets ; but they ruled and would not let 
me. 

Q. Is the Severn Kiver the outlet from Lake Simcoe into the Greorgian Bay?— 
A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. How far would that be from Midland ? — A. Well, it is only a short distance 
from Midland. The mouth of the river is only 3 miles from Waubaushene, and I 
think Midland is only about 3 or 4 miles farther, or something like that. 

Q. What do you think about protection of the fish — do you think it is right ? — 
A. I think the close season is not long enough ; I think there ought to be a longer 
time; I think it should commence for salmon-trout and whitefish about the 1st of 
October. 

Q. And run till when? — A. Till the Ist December. 

Q. Do you say fish are then spawning freely? — A. Yes, sir, that is, in October. 
We bought some last season in October from the Indians, and they were full of 
spawn. 

Q. What time in October?— A. About the 9th of October. 

Q. Do you say that you saw fish speared on the 9th October? — A. Yes, sir, and 
on the 10th that the spawn was running out of them. When we opened them we found 
lots of spawn in them. 

Q. Was the spawn ready to lay? — A. I think they were. The Indians were there 
then catching them on the spawning beds — ^}'0U know that is the only time you can 
spear them there. 

Q. Is this the reason why the fish become depleted with such work ? — A. It 
makes a big diiference here. 

Q. What do you know about Lake Simcoe years ago ? — A. I know that fish 
pedlars have made a business peddling from this lake, and fishermen could make lots 
of money in former years. 1 have seen old John Boon and Summerset come in 
with a wagon load right here in Barric, about fourteen years ago. 

Q. What fish were these? — A. Trout and whitefish and maskinongé. The 
raaskinongé are about the mouth of the Bradford Eiver. 

Q. What time in the season would you see these brought in here ? — A. In the 
fall of the year. 

Q. How are they now ? Do you see the same thing nowadays ? — A. No, not at 
all. There are few trout and whitefish caught now. I see a good many whitefish 
speared when the ice is going out. 

Q. How are the whitefish and trout caught nowadays?— A. Any that I see now 
are speared down about Big Bay Point. 

Q. Do you say the fish have fallen off very much, then ? — A. Yes, very much 
here. Fishermen that used to be here and in the Georgian Bay are resorting to the 
inland lakes. There are parties up the river who told me themselves that they had 
been up since the last week in August. They didn't know what I was, and they 
told me they had been fishing since August until the 20th of November. 

Q. Were these principally Americans, yo^ Bay? — A. Not that were fishing. 

Q. But. these men coming down on the train ? — A. Oh, they were from Port 
Hope and men from Mount Albert. 

Q. What do you think about the close season? — A. I think it commences too 
early for speckled-trout. 

Q. What do you know about brook-trout? — A. Well, I know we cannot catch 
as many as we used to. 

Q. Do you say brook-trout are gone? — A. Yery near. I heard Mr. Wesley 
speaking of their being in the streams here, and could not account for it unless it is 
the muddy water. What has brought about the reduction a great deal is the filth 
of the streams, saw-dust in the streams by shingle mills and saw mills. 

Q. Do you think fishing through the close season assisted it too ? — A. Yes, that 
has done quite a bit too. 

Q. Doyouthiiik the close season should be kept?— A. Yes, by all means. I 
think the close season for brook-trout should commence the 1st of September, be- 
cause I have caught them on the spawning beds, and I think speckled-trout should 
commence the 1st September and run till the 1st May. 

Q. I think you have told us about salmon-trout and whitefish ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What about bass here ? — A. I never went fishing for bass. 

Q. Is there very much of this spearing and shooting of fish going on here? — A. 
I don't think so here. There is at Bradford and at Cook's Bay. 
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Q. Have you formed any estimates of the benefit to be derived from artificial 
fish culture? — A. No, sir, I have not given' it a thought. 

Q. Which do you consider the most valuable fish in this lake to preserve? — ^A. 
I think it is about at par between the whitefish and salmon-trout. I think there 
are more Whitefish than trout by about fifty to one. 

Q. Do you say there are fifty whitefish to one trout ? — A. Down about Sandy- 
Cove there is a lot of spearing there in the spring. I went down there myself one 
day three years ago and we caught sixty-four whitefish and only one salmon-trout. 
There were four of us, and that was all the trout we saw. 

Q. Were you spearing them ? — A. Yes. 

Q. What time of the year was that? — A. It was very early, I fancy about the 
last of March. 

Q. Could you do that nuw? — A. Well, they catch great quantities there every 
spring and bring them right in here and peddle them. They are whitefish 
principally. 

Q. Have you any suggestions to make about anything yourself? — A. Well, I 
think it is very necessary that something should be done in the line of protecting 
the fish by paying some inspector proper wages. This is most necessary to prevent 
poaching and illegal fishing, and I think the lakes up north are in need of protection 
more than this. Of course here at home is where they are doing their great 
slaughtering, but we could go there in season and catch them. There are a great 
many caught on the opposite side of the lake; there is a terrible lot of illegal fishing 
going on there. 

By Mr, Harris : 

Q. What other occupation do you follow besides fish warden ? — A. Oh just a 
labourer go-jis-j^ou-please. 

Q. Have you been in these localities where illegal fishing is carried on? — A. I 
have been a lumberer most of my days, and a bush ranger. 

Q. How recently? — A. Well, I have not been in the lumber trade for the last 
seven years. 

Q. Then, are you speaking largely in reference to what took place seven years 
ago? — A. I saw a good deal of it this fall. 

Q. What monlh ? — A. In the month of November and the last week in October. 

Q. Then I suppose you were deer shooting ? — A. Well, I was looking after 
them that were deer shooting. 

Q. Did you shoot any yourself? — A. T shot one this fall ; two years ago this 
fall I shot five in one day. 

Q. Did you give any evidence before when the Ontario Commissioners were in 
the country? — A. They didn't come here; we only had a lot of papers sent here to 
fill up by the sportsmen. 



CHARLES H. ROSS was sworn, and replied as follows :— 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. What is your occupation, Mr. Ross ? — A. I am a broker. 

Q. Do you merely wish to corroborate Mr. Wesley's views ? — A. Yes, they are 
exactly with mine. 

Q. You say you are a broker here, and your residence, how long ? — ^A. I am a 
resident here since 1846. 

Q. Now, do you wish to state that you corroborate exactly the views expressed 
by Mr. Samuel Wesley, the editor of the Advance? — A. Yes, with one addition to it 
that I might suggest, and that is in relation to a certain question put to Mr. Wesley 
regarding the fisheries. I have one suargestion that I would like to add to it, and 
that is, that the fine imposed for poaching be not less than $50 for the firat offence 
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nor more than $100, and that tho informaDt get tne one-half of the ânes after con- 
viction. 

Q. Have you anything more to exprees ? — A. No ; nothing more ; Tny views 
were expressed from the beginning to the end by Mr. Wesley. We have both been 
here aboat the same time. 

Q. I desire to ask you this question, Mr. Ross, as you are an old resident here : 
Do you know of the salmon-trout being pretty plentiful in bygone days ? — A. Oh, 
yes, you could go out here in the morning and stop out a couple of hours and catch 
from 10 to 15 ; it was no trouble to catch them at all. 

Q. Were they, as compared with the present time, more plentiful then ? — A. 
There are none to be had at all now; you might catch one now if you fish a whole 
day. 

Q. Would you give your views as to whether the falling off has been gradual or 
not? — A. Oh, I attribute a great deal of it to overnetting; I think netting is prin- 
cipally the cause of it. 

Q. By overfishing and netting? — ^A. Yes, by overfishing with nets. 

Q. Was that done at all times? — A. Yes, at all times, and there is any amount 
of fishing going on at the present time. In the spring of the year there is a good 
deal of spearing done about Big Bay Point. In fact, about two years ago, we had a 
man up for spearing, but could not prove it. They were fishing with light jacks 
around that cove, what they call Sandy Cove. 

Q. How far is that from here? — A. It is about 13 miles from here. 

Q. Is it quite clear to you that the fish were plentiful here formerly ? — A. 
There is no doubt of it. 

Mr. HiNES says there is one man willing to pay a license of $50 to be allowed 
to fish for dogfish in the lake, that is, Lake Simcoe. 

That will do, Mr. Eoss. 



No. 13.— TOEONTO. 

The Dominion Fisheries Commissioners, Messrs. Wilmot and Edward Harris, 
met this 16th day of December, 1892, at the Queen's Hotel, Toronto, to take evidence. 

WILLIAM MONTGOMEEY was called and made the usual «olemn affirmation 
to answer all questions put to him by the Commission, to the best of his knowledge 
and belief. — He replied to questions as follows : — 

Q. Whore is your place of residence? — A. Eastern part of Fisherman's Island, 
Toronto. 

Q. What is your occupation ? — A. Fisherman. 

Q. For what length of time have you followed that occupation ? — A. I have 
been fishing now on and off since the time I have been a boy, 2H years ago. 

Q. What is your nationality? — A. Canadian born. 

Q. What kind of fishery have you carried on ? — A. Salmon-trout, whitefish, 
ciscoes, blue back herring, pike, pickerel. I have caught every kind of fish that 
has been caught in the lake here. 

Q. What localities have you fished in ? — A. Lake Ontario and Toronto Bay. 

Q. Have you fished at all in Lake Brie or Lake Huron ? — A. No, never fished 
there. 

Q. What description of net do you use at the present time? — A. Two and a 
half and 2|- mesh, extension measure. 

Q. What i»- that for? — A. For the ciscoe fishing. 

Q. Is it for ciscoe and herring both ? — A. Yes. Then on in the summer we fish 
3 and 3^ mesh, that is for large ciscoes and large blue back herring. 
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Q. Do yoTi catch any whilefish at all ? — A. I do în the Bammer; I use a drag- 
net or seine for that. 

Q. Do you mean seines? — A. Yes. Seines are used in the summer during May, 
June and July for catching whitefisb. 

Q. Do you ever use a pound-not? — A. No, never owned one. 

Q. Hoop-nets or anything of that kind? — A. No. 

Q. When do you find that the fish that you are catching are best conditioned 
for table use; we will say when the whitefish are in their best condition ? — A. We 
don't catch whitefish only in the months of May, June and July. 

Q. Are they best in those months ? — A. Yes, that is the only time we catch 
them. 

Q. The ciscoes, when are they best for table use ? — A. I couldn't tell you that, 
it is a thing we hardly ever eat. 

Q. The market would be your criterion, then ; when are they most acceptable 
for market ? — A. It doesn't seem to make much difference once we start; we gen- 
erally start about the 1st of September. There seems to be a good demand for 
them all the time right up till May. 

Q. What about the herring? — A. We never catch many herrings proper, we 
catch the blue back herring. The large ciscoes we don't get a great quantity of 
them. 

Q. When do you think they are best ? — A. Best in May. 

Q. Do you ever catch any salmon-trout ? — A. No, not of late years. 

Q. In former years when you did fish for them, when did you consider the 
salmon- trout were in best condition ? — A. I couldn't say, the fishermen did not catch 
a great quantity of them. 

Q. Do you think generally that fish are better away from the spawning time ?— 
A. I think away from the spawning season they are a great deal better than through 
the spawning season. 

Q. Generally speaking, are all fish better at a distance from their spawning 
time ? — A. I think so. 

Q. Where is your market for your fish? — A. All to Mr. Bray, the fish dealer 
here. He has handled all our fish for the last three years. 

Q. Are none sent to the United States? — A. I can't tell where he sends them. 

Q. What might be the average price of the fish to the shippers ; whitefish, what 
are they worth ? — A. We have got from 10 to 15 cents apiece for them. 

Q. Do you not sel I them by the pound ? — A. No. Sometimes we have got 
more. They average about 20 cents apiece. 

Q. What might the average weight of these whitefish be ? — A. I never 
weighed any, perhaps about three pounds. Some of them are very large, and others 
quite small. We sell them just as they come out of the net. 

Q. Are whitefish, ciscoes and herring your principal fish ? — A. Yes. 

Q. How do you sell your ciscoes as a rule ; what do you get for them ? — A. 
Smoked ones $1 a hundred; and if we make kippers sometimes we get 2 and 2^ 
cents apiece for them. 

Q. Are the kippers the larger ciscoes? — A. They are large ciscoes, a mixture 
of large ciscoes and large herring. 

Q. Do you think herring and ciscoes are the same fish ? — A. There is a differ- 
ence between the blue back herring and ciscoe herring. 

Q. Are the ciscoe proper and the ciscoe herring one and the same ? — A. I don't 
haixlly know. 

Q. What do you call the blue back herring ? — A. They frequent the shallow 
waters, they are not the same sort offish at all. There is the small ciscoe and the 
large ciscoe ; they are both the same fish. 

Q. Is there a large and small ciscoe hei-ring ? — A. That is what we call them. 
They are called the ciscoe herring. Before they started to smoke them, they used 
to be called here "creek herrings." 

Q. Then there are two kinds called large ciscoe herring and small ciscoe her 
ring ? — A. Yes. They run together. 
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Q. What will bo the average size of what you call the large ciscoe herring? — 
A. I suppose the large ones will go from a pound and a half, up to two pounds, as 
taken out of the nets, and the small ones will run about from 7 inches upwards. 

Q. What will a hundred of them weigh ? — A. I don't know ; I never weighed 
them. We sell them by the hundred, we never have to weigh them. 

Q. Now, your blue back herring, what is their size generally? — A. They are very 
small here and would be about the size of the small ciscoe herring. The ciscoes are 
worth about a dollar a hundred fish, and the kippers or the larger ciscoes from 2 to 
2J cents apiece, and the blue back herring, in the summer fishing, large ones run 
from 3 to 6 and as high as 8 cents each ; it depends on the market, sometimes the 
market is up and sometimes down. 

Q. When are whitefish ripest for emitting eggs from their body ? — A. I couldn't 
tell you anything about that; at the time they come there js no sign of eggs in 
them ; in the months of May, June and July they do not have eggn in them ; they 
spawn in the lall. 

Q. With regard to your ciscoe herrings, large and small, when arc they ripest 
to lay their eggs? — A. Eggs are in them all the year around, but I know there is a 
time when the spawn runs out of them freely ; that is generally in the fall, in 
November, and in January the same way. 

Q. Did you say you were not engaged in salmon-trout or bass fishing ? — A. No. 

Q. When do the bass spawn? — A. I would say it would be in the spring. 

Q. When do pike spawn ? — A. It depends greatly on the spring ; if it is an early 
spring it is early, if it is a late spring it is lato when they spawn. 

Q. Do you know when bass lay their eggs ? — A. I think it is in the spring, and 
catfish spawn in the spring, too. 

Q. in what month do you lose your nets most or receive most injury in fishing? 
— A. More nets are damaged in the fall, and November is about the worst. 

Q. Which do ybu consider the most valuable fish within your fishery for your 
business? — ^A. Of course the whitefish, but they don't sUind any length of time; 
after the whitefish, then ciscoes and herring. 

Q. Which of the kinds offish that you are acquainted with have fallen ofl^ most 
in your recollection here ? — A. As I told you here yesterday, when we were speak- 
ing of it, these ciscoes about 15 or 16 yeai's ago went away as they have done now. 

Q. Do you say that ciscoes were plentiful years ago ? — A. They were plentiful 
years acjo and they fell off, just went away to nothing the same as they have done 
this while back here, and then came on again and as thick as they could be, and 
they are now off again. 

Q. How long have you been fishing here for ciscoes particularly? — A. I sup- 
pose 21 or 22 years or more; I have taken a license out for myself lor 21 years. 

Q. What would be the probable catch of your ciscoes, say 15 or 20 years ago ? 
— A. Wo did not use as much nets; we used to get from 2,000 to 2,500 at a lift; 
that would be two nights. 

Q. During 48 hours? — A. Yes. 

Q. What have you caught during the last year or so, what would you get with 
the same nets now and in the same time as 15 years ago ? — A. Of course we are 
fishing more nets now, but never reckon on picking up our nets now as often as we 
did then. 

Q. What will be the catch now in 48 hours ? — A. 1 don't take them up in 48 
hogrs; we leave them out about four nights; the catch would be about 4,000. Three 
years ago this fall we used to pick them up every two or three nights and used to 
catch six or seven thousand. 

Q. Have they fallen off in your estimation in quantities? — A. Yes. 

Q. Does that apply to the herring, too? — A. It applies to the herring, too. 

Q. Have they fallen off in size ? — A. No ; just about the one size ; the size 
doesn't seem to change. 

Q. What sort of a boat do you fish with, what keel ? — A. A 28-foot boat. 

Q. How many men do you require to work that ? — A. Only my brother and 
me this year on account of the way the fishing is. 

Q. What quantity of net do you use ? — A. About 4,200 yards of net. 
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Q. How much do you keep in the water as a rule all the time? — ^A. Keep 2,100 
yards, keep one-half in the water all the while. 

Q. Do you at times lose your nets, fish and all in stormy weather ? — ^A. Some- 
times lose the nets; fish and everything would go with them. 

Q. Is this frequent? — A. No; that is only in case of heavy stormy weather. 

Q. Have you any suggestions to make yourself besides (he replies you have 
given with regard to tht fishing and nets and all that sort of thing? — A. I don't 
know; I don't think it could be made much difierent. Of course, there might bo 
made a little difference in the mesh of the nets. 

Q. What do you say about the mesh ? — A. I don't think there oug^t to be any- 
thing smaller than 2J-inch mesh. That is for gill-nets. 

Q. What about your seines, what do you think the mesh ought to be Î — A. A 
mesh of 4-inch in the bag, I think, it gives no chance of getting any fish at all ; our 
nets stretch all the time. Four inches is rather large. They ought to allow it to go 
at 3J-inch mesh. You see with our drag-nets it isn't all the one size. The drag-net 
I have is 5 inches in the wings, and the sheets are 4^ inches. 

Q. What size whitefisb will pass through a 3-inch mesh freely? — A. Quite a 
large one. I think a half-grown whitofish would go through with very little force. 

Q. Now, have you any other suggestion to make ? — ^A. Not for the outside fish- 
ing, 1 haven't. 

Q. What about inside fishing? — A. I would like to see if we could get the inside 
fishing. 

Q. Do you think fishing should be allowed in the bay ? — ^A. Yes; it was allowed 
a few years ago, with drag-nets or seines. 

Q. Fishing, you say, should be allowed in the bay with nets, to catch what? — 
A. Pike and suckers, and other coarse fish. 

Q. By what authority are you forbidden ? — A. I got a letter from headquarters 
— it was sent to me. 

Q. Are the people forbidden to catch fish with hook and line ? — A. No, they 
can catch all they like with a rod and line. 

Q. Why do you suggest that net fishing should be allowed in the bay? — A. It 
is this way : the fish come to the top of the water dead. I don't know why it is. It 
would be a great deal better for some one to catch them and sell them, than to ftee 
them floating on the top of the water dead. 

Q. Have you any idea what is the cause of these fish dying ? — A. I don't know 
just what; there doesn't seem to be any serious disease; whether it is that the fish 
are so plentiful or not, I don't know. 

Q. What kind of fish principally ? — A. Suckers and pike. 

Q. What time of the year is this principally? — A. They come on just in the 
summer months, Hay in June, July and August, and September and October. 

Q. Have you any other suggestions that you would like recorded ? — ^A. No. 

Q. What time does your seine drawing begin ? — ^A. Last year it began on the 
6th of May, and the year before that it was on the 19th of May, and kept on till 
20th July, and we wouldn't have stopped then but the fish stopped. That was for 
whitefish only. 

Q. What is the extent of the seine fishery around here — how many use them? — 
A. Ward has one, Charley Nurse has another, and I have another. They are from 
300 to 360 yards in length. 

Q. How far down the lake is it before there is another seine ? — A. Frenchman's 
Bay — I think the first seine is at Frenchman's Bay, between 20 and 22 miles from 
here. 

Q. Westward, towards, Hamilton, where is the fii'st seine that way ? — A. 
After you leave Toronto, the Humber is the first. I don't think there are any more 
till you get to Hamilton. This only refers to whitefish nets. 

Q. What gill-net fishing is there h'ere besides yours in these waters? — A. Mr. 
Maedouell here is fishing, and I think Charley Nurse is fishing. Ward isn't fishing 
this year at all. All told in the Toronto fishery, I suppose there would be aboutsLx 
or seven thousand yards ; I don't know exactly. 
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Q. Now, what was the extent of this fishery formerly ; how many net» were 
nsed in former years, within your experience? — A. There is as many nets now as 
ever there was. Just as much twine, if not more than years ago. 

Q. Is winter fishing the best now ? — A. It has been all the time the best for 
ciscoe fishing. 

Q. Was there any time since you have been a fishermen when the summer fish- 
ing was good ? — A. There was a time we never bothered with the ciscoe fishing at 
all after May. We then start on the whitefishing and as soon as we get through 
with that wo would start in again with the ciscoe fishing. About the 1st of October 
the ciscoe fishing starts and is kept up till the 1st of February. We never depended 
on the ciscoe fishing at all when there was other fishing that paid better. 

Q. Now, you say the summer fishing is all done ? — A. Yes, only what we get 
of these ciscoes and these whitefish at the time they are on. 

Q. Do you catch ciscoes in the summer, too? — A. Yes, cat-îh large ciscoes in the 
summer. There are three months we follow the whitefishing; it is the principal 
fishing for the summer. 

Q. What was the most whitefish you ever caught in a season in former days? — 
A. I wasn't running a net for myself then, but I suppose there would be perhaps 
$100 or $150 worth in the week at that time. You had to catch a great quantity of 
fish to make a hundred dollars worth then ; I never counted them ; they were all 
sold by bulk ; it is different entirely now the way the fish are sold to what it was 
then. 

Q. In those days when the whitefish were so plentiful would they bring 3 or 4 
cents each on an average ? — A. I don't know as they would. They used to haul 
them in, large and small ones. It is so long ago; it is as much as I can mind of. There 
were ûve boats in all coming into market. The fish were very plentiful at that 
time. 

Q. What are the same fish worth now? — A. The same fish are worth now 15 or 
20 cents. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. How long ago is it these large whitefish catches were made ; how many 
years back? — A. I suppose about 18 years ago. 

Q. How do you account for the falling off in the whitefish ? — A. I could not 
account for it. 

Q. All you know is they have disappeared ? — A. Yes ; but they are more plen- 
tiful within the last two years than they have been for some years. The only reason 
I could give is, the}^ have been putting in the fish again, the fry from Newcastle and 
Sandwich hatcheries. 

Q. The fry has been put in from the hatcheries? — A. Yes. 

Q. About these seines in the bay, what fish would you catch there? — A. Pike 
and suckers now. 

Q. No black bass ?— A. No. 

Q. Were there black bass in the old days? — A. There have been a few caught 
with a rod and line. I have ^een what they call green bass. Pat. Gray, ho used to 
catch quite a few of ihem. That was in Block House Bay, opposite where Hanlan's 
house was. 

Q. Are there any mudcats in the bay? — A. Yes, any amount of them. 

Q. Are they good Qsh ? — A. I don't care about eating them. 

Q. Would they be saleable if you caught them here ? — A. One could sell them. 

Q. What would be the best season of the year for drawing in the bay with 
seines? — A. If I had the doing of it I would like to have in the spring and fall when 
we can't go to the lake on account of the rough weather. 

Q. What time does the ice go off, as a rule? You say you begin fishing out in 
the lake after May? — A, In the winter we fish for other fish. 

Q. I am asking about seines? — A. Wo never use seines only for the whitefish. 

Q. How early could you begin fishing in the bay with seines? — A. I could have 
fished in the bay this last year in March. 

Q. ^'Would it pay you to fish with a seine until the 15th of April ? — A. Yes. 
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Q. And tben stop ? — A. Yes. 

Q. And then begin again on the 15th of September ? — ^A. Ye». 

Q. And fish the fall ? — ^A. Yes. I would be satisfied to pay a license for it. 



HECTOK MACDONELL called and made his statement:— 
By Mr. Wilmot: 

Q. Will the statements you are going to make be as true as if you swore to 
them?— A. Yes. 

Q. And do you consider them as binding upon you as if sworn to ? — A. Yes, 
I do. 

Q. Where do you live, Mr. Macdonell? — ^A. 427 Front Street East, Toronto. 

Q. Are you a fisherman ? — A. Yes. 

Q. For how long ? — A. Pretty near ever since I was able to walk. I have been 
knocking around with fishermen ail my life. 

Q. Are you a Canadian ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Where have you been engaged in fishini» ? — A. I have been engaged in the 
Georgian Bay, salmon-trout fishing only. 

Q. Have you fished here? — A. I never caught any fish here, only ciscoes and 
whitefish in Lake Ontario. 

Q. Then your principal fishing has been salmon trout in the Georgian Bay and 
ciscoes and whitefish and herring in Lake Ontario ? — A, Yes. 

Q. What sort of nets do you use ? — A. I use the same sort of nets as Mr. Mont- 
gomery, with gill-nets and seines. 

Q. What sort of meshes do you have in your gill-nets ? — ^A, 2J and 2f , extension 
measure, 

Q. What did you use in the seines ? — A. I think it was a 3J bag, I wouldn't be 
positive. 

Q. And the wings would be, what ? — A. The wings would be 4 inches. 

Q. Do you recollect the size of the twine you used in the gill-nets, do you know- 
any thing about that? — A. I think it is No. 60, 2 cords, and the seine twine of 
No. 12 cotton. Some make them out of 12 and 16. 

Q. Now, what is your experience in regard to the time in which fish are in the 
best condition. You say you formerly fished for saimon-trout in the Georgian Bay — 
what about them? — A. I thought they were best in the middle of the summer, I 
always found them the hardest and firmest then. 

Q. Did you catch large quantities of them there? — A. Sometimes we would 
catch quite a large quantity of them. I have seen us bringing in from 150 to 200 
at one haul. It is a good while ago, about 12 or 14 yeais ago, and they would gen- 
erally run from about 4 pounds up. This I guess would be 14 or 15 years ago, and it 
is about 12 years since I was there. 

Q. Were the fish getting any less at the time you left there ? — A. No ; they 
seemed to be as plentiful, but I got a roaming notion in my head and came here. 

Q. With regard to these ciscoes, when do you think they are in the best con- 
dition, ciscoes and herring? — A. I think they are in good condition all the time, as 
far as my knowledge goes; I never saw any difference in them. 

Q. Do you think they are as good in the spawning time as any other time ? — 
A. Yes, no matter when you catch them they are full of spawn. 

Q. When do you find the eggs run most freely from them ? — A. I don't know ; 
I think about November, 

Q. Is yours :i local market; do you sell them altogether in Toronto? — ^A. Sell 
them all in Toronto to Mr. Bray, a dealer here. 

Q. Is the average value about the same, as your friend gave there ? — A. Yes, 
just the same. * 
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Q. With regard to this Sunday close time, what do you think about that? — A. 
I think it is an impossibility. 

Q. Did I hear yon speak at one time about Americans fishing on our shore ? — 
A. No, I don't know only what I have heard other people talk about. They say it 
was in neutral waters, that is, both get the fish where they like. 

Q. What do you think about close seasons — do you think it is correct to have 
proper close seasons for the protection of fish when spawning ? — A. 'Yes, if properly 
carried out, and make all obey it. Some do fish and some don't, and it is not proper 
to stop one man and let another man fish. They should all be put on the same 
footing. 

Q, Have you formed any estimate about the artificial culture of fish, whether 
it is beneficial or not? — A. 1 don't know. I never took much interest in it. 

Q. Is it correct what Mr. Montgomery says, that fish are more plentiful now, 
and he assigns a cause for it that it may be from the fish hatcheries ; what is your 
opinion about it ? — ^A. I think he is about right as far as the whitetish are con- 
cerned, that they may have increased, and it raay be attributable to the fish hatcheries. 

Q. What sort of boat do you fish with ? — A. The same kind of boat as Mr. 
Montgomery, a 30-foot keel boat, and there are three of us to roan it. 

Q. What quantity of net do you use in that? — A. 3,000 yards. 

Q. flow much do you keep in the water all the while? — A. Keep 1,500 yards. 

Q. Bo I understand from that that you start out in the morning, we will say 
with 1,500 yards of net, and you take up the 1,500 yards that you set out the day 
before, and you bring the 1,500 yards home, fish and all. 

Q. Have you any suggestions that you would like to make yourself with regard 
to your fishery ? — A. Nothing more than Mr. Montgomery, only something about 
the bay. 1 would like to fish in it. 



MICHAEL DOYLE sworn: 
By Mr. Wilmot: 

Q. Is your residence in Toronto'? — A. Yes. 

Q. And is your calling a fish dealer? — A. Yes. 

Q. How long have you been engaged in this occupation ? — A. Thirty years, all 
of that, or over. 

Q. Are you an Irishman? — A. Yes. 

Q. What kind offish business are you engaged in ? — A. All kinds. 

Q. What is your principal business; with what sort of fish ? — A. In suùimer 
time, whitefish, salmon-trout, sea salmon, codfish and haddock, those are the princi- 
pal kinds. 

Q. Do you do anything in the line of ciscoes and herring? — A. Yes; I deal in 
fresh herring; in bass, when I get them, and all kinds of fresh water fish. 

Q. Now, where do you principally get your whitefish from ? — A. Well, I got 
the biggest part last summer from Collingwood, both salmon-trout and whitetish. 
I also get some from Southampton and from Goderich, and from Manitoba or Lake 
Winnipeg in winter time. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the description of nets ? — A. No, sir, I don't 
know anything at all about them. I have a knowledge that they are catching un- 
lawful fish and have been for years. 

Q. You say you don't know about the nets otherwise than that they catch illegal 
fish? — A. Yes, Bir. Wilmot, you have been busy putting in the fry and they have 
been busy taking them out, I would prohibit them now for three years fishing. 

Q. Is it your opinion, with regard to the nets, that they must be too small 
meshed ? — A. Yes; if they are lawful nets they won't catch those small fish. 

Q. Do vou ship from here? — A. No; they are all used for home consumption 
and go to the hotels and saloons and other customers. 
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Q. About the value of these fish ; take, for instance, salmon-trout and wbitefish, 
what is their value here on the market? — A. We cannot sell them profitably less 
than 8 cents à pound to the retailers. Wholesalers get them at 7 conts. 

Q. What, with regard to the coarse fish, that is including pike and pickerel ? — 
A. I don't handle many of them. 

Q. What are bass worth ? — A. Bass are worth 5 and 6 cents a pound wholesale; 
we pay that for them. We sell them at 9 and 10 cents, which is the regular price 
in retailing them. If they come in bad order they are not worth so much. 

Q. What about your sea salmon, what do they retail at here?— ^A. I am retail- 
ing at 18 cents for Eestigouche. I got three boxes this week, two from Quebec and 
one from St. John. 

Q. What is the usual price of herring? — A. 25 cents a dozen, that is the average 
price, and the same for the ciscoes too, when fresh. 

Q. Do you get your ciscoes and sell them fresh, or do you get them smoked? — 
A. I haven't done anything this couple of years with them. There are the blue 
back herring, or common run of herring, we sell them at 25 cents a dozen whole- 
sale. 

Q. With your experience you will have some knowledge when fish are ripe to 
spawn, can you tell me when you think salmon-trout spawn? — A. That is just what 
I was thinking of niyself ; I don't think they spawn at the one time all over, nor do 
the whitefish. 

Q. What months do you think their spawning season would cover ? — A. I can't 
tell you. You sec we have caught no fish here this long time to signify anything. 
They have their time of spawning in different places, just like the sea salmon. 
When they begin to come in thick, they come to the spawning ground. 

Q. Do you get any whitefish or salmon-trout in the months of October and 
November? — A. I^ovember is the close season. 

Q. Do any come into the market in October ? — A. Yes. 

Q. What state are their eggs in then ? — A. I never saw any spawn in them, as 
they are dressed before they come in. 

Q. Have you formed any estimate about when the herring spawn ?— A. No, but 
I think they kill the herring when they are spawning. 

Q. Have you formed any idea about the bass when they spawn ? — A. No, I can't 
say. 

Q. Can you give an opinion of when it is the most dangerous month for the 
fishermen to be engaged fishing, when they lose most nets and fishing ? — A. No, I 
can't tell you. 

Q. What about the quantities of small immature fish that are brought into the 
market from the western lakes ? — A. There are a good many small whitefish, and I 
don't think they are caught in lawful nets. Southampton is a great place fur them. 

Q. Does this apply to salmop-trout ? — A. Yen. 

Q. Do they arrive here frozen ? — A. No, fresh. 

Q. Do these small whitefish come here fresh ? — A. Yes, and dressed. 

Q. Are they packed, in ice ? — A. Yes, all packed up together. There are more 
small ones than big ones. 1 forget the name of the place where these fish are sent 
from; the same stock come from Southampton. 

Q. Do they come largely from Southampton? — A. No, but the same stock does; 
the small ones, last summer came from there, from Donald Macdonald. They catch 
the same quality at Southampton. 

Q. What would be the probable size of these salmon-trout — what would you call 
the small ones ? — A. From a pound to a pound and a half; the whitefish do not 
weigh that much, nothing more than a good-sized herring. 

Q. Then, they are not as saleable as the larger fi^h ? — A. No; they are not fit 
to be killed, they should not be caught. They should prohibit their catching them. 

Q. Now, about these whitefish, you say they are small? — A. They are small. 
Some of them caught in some places show that they must be fished with very small 
nets, nets smaller than the law allows. 

Q. What would you say the size of these might be? — A. A pound and a half, 
that would bo an average weight. Two and a half pounds is little enough for a 
whitefish, that is a good fair weight. 
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Q. What do you say about these ciscoes and herrings with regard to their size ? — 
A. They have been catching eiscoes for years past not fit to be sold, some lawful 
ones, but more unlawful ones. 

Q. Do you consider them marketable ? — A. No; some are not more than four 
inches long; they should not be allowed to come to market; they should not be 
killed ; the man that catches them ought to be fined for it; there will be nothing 
done until these unlawful nets are put a stop to; take their nets from them and 
they will be more careful. 

Q. Are any of these fish thrown away on account of their smallness ? — ^A. I 
don't know; I don't suppose they will throw them away if they can sell them. 

Q. Are they brought to you sometimes ? — A. No; I have bought them and 
kicked against paying for them; they were so small. 

Q. Do yon think it is unwise to allow these small fish to be brought into 
market? — ^A. Yes, and unwise to allow them to be caught at all. I think if there 
was a heavy fine for catching them with these small nets it would put a stop to it, 
but nothing else will ; I think they ought to have a man to go around and measure 
the nets. 

Q. And you think a proper officer should be appointed to go around and inspect 
the nets and fish ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Are you prepared to say anything about Sunday fishing ? — A. I don't think 
they do anything like that. 

^ Q. Have you any knowledge of Amei'icans fishing anywhere within our terri- 
tory ?— A. No; they are fishing in the upper lakes; they own Squaw Island; they 
bought the boats and nets and everything, so that the fish are their own; they take 
them in free of duty to the States. 

Q. Do you say the Americans have bought out the boats and nets at Squaw 
Island, on the Georgian Bay? — A. Oh, yes, we all know that. 

Q. Are you of the opinion that there should be proper close seasons to protect 
the fish while they are spawning? — A. Yes; the only trouble is to find out when 
they are spawning in these different places; when fish are spawning thev are not 
fit to be eaten ; it is like killing a cow in calf; they have neither taste nor flavour. 

Q. Can your customers detect the difierence between spawning fish and othei^ ? 
— A. We haven't handled any of them. 

Q. Then you don't keep them on hand ? — A. No. 

Q. And wouldn't you buy, then? — ^A. No; I don't keep them; I keep those 
that are caught in season. 

Q. Do you knçw whether there is any winter fishing carried on here of any 
consequence? — ^A. No, without these ciscoes, there are no fish running here; 
ciscoes are the chief fish that are here until the seine fishing comes on; I think it 
sometimes la^^ts into June and July. 

Q. Is winter fishing carried on, catching ciscoes by gill-nets ? — A. Yes, 

Q. Do you know anything about bass fishing here ? — ^A. No ; I don't think 
they do anything at it here, 

Q. Do you know anything about this system of spearing and shooting fiah in 
the marshes ? — A. I think Ihey spear some through the ice down at Ashbridge's 
Bay and those places ; they are poachers ; there is a man paid for looking after 
them, a Mr. Ward. 

Q. You have been speaking of this artificial breeding of fish, what is your 
opinion of it? — A. I think our lakes must have been benefited by it. 

Q, Do you think artificial breeding is good? — ^A. Certainly; I think our lakes 
most have been well supplied with these fry; I know them by their size, and I saw 
them brought in just like herring. 

Q. Do you think the artificial breeding of fish is a good thing so far as the work 
is concerned, but they are not preserved afterwards ? — A. There should be a law to 
prevent killing these fish for three years until they atiain their regular growth, 
their full growth. 

Q. Do you think it is a desirable 'work to carry on ?— A. Yes, if they are pro- 
tected, if not it is in vain. 
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Q. With regard to the fish basiness in which yon are engaged, what do jon 
consider the most valuable fish in Canadian waters which you parehase ?i — A. I pay 
more for whitefish and salmon-troat. 

Q. What will stand next after them?— ^. Bass, if we get them. They are the 
dearest. 

Q. What is the next fish ?■— A. Herring. 

Q. Come down to what other fish, you have coarse fish, pickei*el? — ^A. We get 
an odd pickerel not worth mentioning. 

Q. Which of the kinds of fish have fallen off most to your knowledge? — A. 
Whitefish and trout have both fallen ofi: When I came here fishermen would bring 
in boats loaded down to the gunwale with them. 

Q. Are you relating this of the fish on Lake Ontario that they used to catch 7 
— A. Yes, on the island here. They don't catch any except the small whitefish that 
you breed from the hatchery. 

Q. Then at the island here the large fish have fallen off altogether? — A« Tes, 
they have fallen off altogether. 

Q. Could you give us a description of what you have seen in former times of 
the quantities caught ? — A. They brought in so many we couldn't get room in the 
market for them. We used to pile them outside. They glutted the market. There 
were piles outside on the board walk on the street, they were that plentiful here at 
one time. Boats came in loaded down to the gunwale. We had bO many bmnght 
in here at one time that we had liberty to sell till Sunday tnorning at 10 o'clock, 
the finh were that thick here. 

Q. Did this apply to the whitefish particularly? — ^A. Yes, and they used to 
catch a good many salmon-trout with gill-nets. They were all sold by the piece. 

Q. What were the fish sold at at that time? — A. Half a dollar a dozen, 4, 5 and 
6-poand weight each. 

Q. What was the value of salmon-trout at that time when they were so plenti- 
ful ? — A. Fifty cents apiece. 

Q. What would these generally weigh ? — A. Eight, 10 and 12 pounds — some more. 

Q. What is the state of things now? — A. None of these fish are at all to be had 
now. They have disappeared or have been killed off, or something has happened 
to them. 

Q. What do you think, in your judgment of the matter, has caused this great 
falling off?-rA. I can't tell. 

Q. Can't you form some idea how it is this great change has taken place ? Is it 
from overfishing and using too much net? — A. I guess it is, a. good deal of it. I 
know the catching of salmon-trout here is done by parties fishing with small 
meshed nets. 

Q. Would it be safe in saying it was caused by overfishing also? — A. I think so. 

Q. Would you add by improper fishing and fishing at wrong times ? — ^A. Well, 
I don't know. There was no hindrance at that time, but they fished with nets with 
small meshes at all times. 

Q. Were these whitefish caught in seines ? — A. Yes, all at the lighthouse and 
the point. 

Q. Were the salmon caught in gill-nets there too? — A. No. out in the open lake. 

Q. Do you think a stop should be put to the use of seines ? — X. Yes, and drag- 
nets too for three years. 

Q. What do you mean by drag-nets?— A. There are some that put unlawfal 
bags into them when they are fishing. If you come along they put the lawful one 
in. If you are not there they put the unlawful ones. I wouldn't let them put a net 
in the water for three years. They catch young fish that are unfit for use or 
market. 

Q. Have you known any quantities thrown away in those times ? — A. Large 
quantities have come in here ; I sold them myself; there was no hindrance; they 
were not fit to be sold. 

Q. Were these young whitefish about the size of herring ? — ^A. Yes, of good* 
sized herring. 

Q. Did you ever furnish nets or boats yourself to the fishermen ? — ^A. No. 
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Q, What do you think about the speckled trout, have you had any expérience 
with them? — A. I have handled some. 

Q. What do you mean by handled ? — A. They were sent to me. 

Q. Handled them for sale ?— A. Yef». 

Q. Where did you get them from ? — A, Down east, from Peterboro*. 
• Q. Did you ever get any from the province of Quebec ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Was this in former times ? — A. I get some mostly every winter from Quebec 
now. 

Q. What are they worth here, in price? — A. Twenty cents— 15 and 20 cents a 
pound. 

Q. Do they come here in considerable numbers ? — A. I used to get a barrel or 
two at a time from Quebec in the winter time. 

Q. What size will these trout be? — A. They are a good size. 

Q. Would they be the size of herring? — A.. We get both kinds, what we call 
brook trout and sea trout. The sea trout run large : the brook trout are small, like 
any common brook trout. 

Q. What time of the year do you generally get them ? — A. I can hardly tell you 
now. 

Q. Would it be the winter months ? — A. I think so, when ours are out of season, 
I think the Quebec trout come in. I haven't got any for a long time. 

Q. Do you get ready sale for them ? — A. Yes, I generally sell what I get^ to the 
chop houses. 

Q. Now, do you wish to make any suggestions of your own, or will what has 
been taken down answer all purposes? — A. I think so. I would like to see Lake 
Ontario get a chance to see if the fish would not accumulate again, and there is no 
way of doing that excepting prohibiting fishing altogether for three years. If they 
do not accumulate in that time, they never will; I would let them go ahead. I 
think the worst place is Niagara and Toronto. They should shut off seine fishing 
ior three years, and all unlawful nets* and fishing with small meshes. 

Q. Would you go further than that and say, they should be protected during 
the spawning time^?— A. Yes, all over. Find out from the fishermen when these 
fish are spawning. I would strictly protect all kinds of fish during the spawning 
season. VVh^n fish are spawning they have neither taste nor flavour. I think the 
laws should be strictly enforced; there may be plenty of law, hue it is not stringent 
enough. 

Q. Then fishing is no doubt carried on illegally and the fish are sold? — A. 
Certainly. 

Q. Do you say that fish are caught and sold during the spawning season ? — A. 
They have been ; I am telling you what I know is true, I have done it myself. 

Q. Have you any other remarks that you would like to make ? — A. No, sir, not. 
any more. 

By Mr. Harris ; 

Q. When does the greatest supply of herring come into market, what month? 
— A. I couldn't tell you. 1 have sent for herring now; they are not here yet. I 
expect them every day. These fishermen are commencing to fish and will catch 
herring now. 

. Q. Can you say what month the largest supply comes ? — A. No, I haven't 
been handling those fish lately. 

Q. When they come in, are they mostly full of spawn? — A. Sometimes, I can't 
exactly tell you the lime, 

Q. What months are these small whitefish brought in ? — A. I think it is in June, 
the latter end of June and July ; they catch them here off the island ; the small imma- 
ture fish are Mr. Wilmot's fish, they won't stand, they won't keep ; they are too 
yoxiug and delicate. 

Q. When you speak of 2J-pound whitefish being about the piarket size, do you 
mean cleaned or round ? — A. Cleaned, insides out, that is a good fish. 

Q. Would that be equal to 3 pounds round? — ^A. Yes, I wouldn't complain of 
2 pounds dressed. 
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By Mr. Wilmot : 
Q. Do you mean heads off? — A. No. 
By Mr. Harris: 

Q. You spoke of some very large catches of whitefisb in the past, what locality 
was that in ? — A. Right at the point of the island and at the lighthouse. 

Q. Could you tell us about what time that was? — A. I suppose 35 or 37 years 
ago. Stroger tiohed there, and the Ports fished there ; Ward fished there also. 

Q. Do you handle any black bass ? — A. Yes, when I get them. 

Q. What season of the y^ar are they a good marketable fish-, when they are in 
season ? — A. I handle them at times when they are in season. I get some bass 
from Peterboro'. I cannot ûx the month when they are in first-rate condition. 

Q. Do the general pablic, your customers, as a rule, understand that spawning 
fish are unfit for food, or do they trust wholly to you? — A, They trust a good deal 
to myself. I leave fish at the Queen's Hotel first, and then at the Bossin House. 

Q. Would you expect to lose their custom if you Hcnt them spawning fish? — 
A. I wouldn't send it ; they don't want it themselves. They are very exact, but not 
half as exact as the club houses. 

Q. Do you consider it an injury to the fish trade to have spawning fish put upon 
the market? — A. Yes, I wouldn't handle them if I knew it. 

Q. Do you consider that it is an injury to the honest trader to allow gravid 
spawning fish on the market? — A. Yes, I do. 

Q. Do you think the business of the fisherman and fish dealer will soon be at 
an end if proper regulations are not made to preserve fish and prevent the destruc- 
tion of them at improper times, and when spawning? — A. Yes. 



DAWSON W. PORT sworn: 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Are you a resident of Toronto, Mr. Port? — ^A. Yes. 

Q. And are you a fish dealer, and were you formerly a fisherman? — A. I was 
in Collingwood and carried on fishing there, and had men and boats under me. 

Q. Of how many years standing? — A. T?hirty years, operating in Lakes Huron, 
Erie, Michigan, Superior and the Georgian Bay, and British Columbia. 

Q. Did you operate in Lake Ontario also? — A. Well, yes, I handled some there. 
We don't get many from Lake Ontario now. 

Q. What is your nationality? — A. I am Irish. 

Q. What kind of fishery have you carried on? — A. Salmon-trout, whitefisb, 
herrings, ciscoes, bass, pickerel, pike and other coarse fish. 

Q. Do you also get fish from Lake Winnipeg ? — A. Yes, and also deal in salt 
water fish, such as salmon, codfish, haddock, herring, mackerel, smelts and so forth. 

Q. Are the smelts coming in at this time ? — A. They are now sending a few by 
express, caught principally in the rivers in the lower provinces. 

Q. Do you deal in sturgeon at all ? — A. A little. There is not much demand 
for them here in this city. 

Q. Do you know anything about the description of nets that are generally used 
in fishing? — A. The fish are caught principally with gill-nets, pound-nets and 
trap-nets. * 

Q. Before we go any further, can you describe the difference between the 
pound-net and the ti-ap-net, or do you know the difference ? — ^A. The way I under- 
stand it is that the trap-nets are anchored and not staked down, and they are a 
smaller kind than the pound-net, yet they are the same description of net, only a 
smaller contrivance. There are pound-nets, trap-nets, seines and hoop-nets and fike- 
nets we get to fish with. The noop^nets and nke-nets and night lines are used on 
the north shore. 
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Q. What do you call night lines. What do yon mean by the hooks ? — A. They 
fish through the ice sometimes with hooks and night lines. 

Q. Have you any knowledge with regard to the meshes that are used in these 
nets — take, for instance^the gill- nets? — A. For trout and whitefish they are using as 
small as 4jpinch mesh, and for herring and ciscoes, 2^-inch, all extension measure. 

Q. How are these pike and coarse fish caught ? — A. With seines, gill-nets, hoop- 
nets and so forth. . . 

Q. Do you know what the mesh is in the seines that they use for this purpose ? 
— ^A. No, I couldn't say. The ordinary seine mesh, I suppose. 

Q. Is this 4^mesh the right mesh for catching for the market, the proper stand- 
ard of fish ? — A. No, I think it is too small, as it catches the half-grown fish that 
have not yet come to maturity. ' 

Q. Have you concluded from vour long experience and observations of these 
matters, what mesh would bo a fair sized one to take fish for the market ? — ^A. I 
would recommend at least 4^ or 5-inch. I would say 4f, that gives a little for the 
shrinkage in the mesh. I mean from knot to knot. 

Q. What about the herring and ciscoe mesh : what do you think about it? — A. 
For herring and ciscoes I would recommend 3-inch mesh, which will take a fish of 
the sise of half-pound weight, either herring or ciscoe; they can't run through it. 

Q. Speaking about gill-nets now, will a 3-inch mesh gill-net catch an ordinary 
medium sized wnitefish ? — A. No ; only a very.small one. 

Q. How small would that be? — ^A. A pound and a half, I should judge, and will 
take salmon-trout from one pound upwai*ds; they generally run in , and are caught 
with their teeth in them. 

Q. Now, with regard to the times in which you think fish are really in the best 
condition, when do you think salmon-ti*out are reallr in their primest condition ? — 
A. When we can get a quantity of them in the fall they are in about the best condi- 
tion, sometime before spawning. 

Q. Are they best always before spawning? — A. Yes; the run of trout we get 
in the fall are in prime condition, previous to the 15th of October. 

Q. How will that apply to whitefish? — A. Whitefish are in good condition up 
to the 1st of November, which is before their spawning; say from the 10th to 30th of 
November. They are in good condition all summer. 

Q. When do you think the bass are in best condition ? — A. Through the winter 
they are the best, as are also pike and maskinongé ; the bass, and pike and maski- 
nongé are in good condition also in September and October. 

Q. How are they in the spring of the year when they are spawning? — ^A. We 
don't consider them good in spawning time. I don't think any fish are good at 
spawning time. 

Q. What about the ciscoe and herring, what do you think is the time they are 
best ? — A. I think they are good all through the season except spawning time. 

Q. Where are your markets principally for fish? — A. rrincipally in Canada, 
here in Ontario. From London down to Kingston. We used to send a great many 
to Montreal. Now they generallv go from Lake Superior on the C. P. JR., as the 
«xpress charges are the same to Montreal as to Toronto. We cannot get them here 
.and re-ship them to advantage. 

Q. Do you ship any to the United States of any consequence ? — ^A. Only a few, 
priocip&ljy salmon now. 

Q. Would those be British Columbia salmon? — A. Yes. 

Q. What might be the average value of fish, salmon-trout and whitefish, are 
ithey about the same ? — A. Yes. From 6 to 7^ cents per pound. 

Q. How do you sell the British Columbia salmon ? — A. British Columbia salmon 
vary in price a good deal, from 13 to 20 cents a pound, herring sell from $2 to $2.50 
per hundred fish ; ciscoes from $1 to $3, according to size. 

Q. What is the material difierence between the herring and the ciscoe as a fish 
for consumption here? — A. The herring are principally used fresh, they are not so 
fat a fish as the ciscoe, but when fresh are more valuable than the ciscoes. 

Q. Are the ciscoes more valuable when smoked ? — A. The ciscoes being very 
rich or fat are more valuable if cured or smoked, and they are greatly in demand, 

293 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ontario Fishery Commission. 

Tbey send from Ottawa and Montreal up here for them. The herring, when smoked, 
are dryer and are not liked as well as the ciscoes. 

Q. What are bass worth with you here ? — A. From 7 to 9 cents per pound, and 
pickerel from 6 to 7 cents. Pike would be from 4 to 5 cents. Blue pickerel, we get 
them from Lake Erie and sell them from 2 to 4 cents, according to the supply of 
them. They are quite inferior to the yellow pickerel. The other coarse fish are 
worth from about 2 to 3 cents. 

Q. Do you know anything with regard to the regular spawning time of fish. 
Take salmon-trout, when do you think they are in the heat of spawning, that is 
when the eggs flow most freely from their bodies, as that is the time when their eggs 
are ripest? — A. Well, from the 25th of October to the 6th of November, I would 
say. Some are later and some are earlier, according to the locality. Whitefish 
spawn from the 15th of November, and in some places earlier, up to the 10th or 
15th 6f December. 

Q. When do you think the herring or ciscoes spawn ? — A. It is pretty hard to 
state that, I should say from the 15th of October to the end of November. 

Q. Could you not state it any closer than that? — A. No. 

Q. Now, what is your time for bass spawning? — A. They spawn in May and 
June; I could not give you the exact time though. Pickerel spawn a little earlier, 
in April and May. Pike and maskinongé are spawning about same time as pickerel. 

Q. As you have bad a good deal of experience, can you state the time in which 
fishermen erperience the most loss with their nets and the greatest injury in their 
fishing gear? — A. There is greater risk during the equinoctial storms in September; 
as a rule after the 1st of December it is risky fishing; there is very little money 
made; the looses are equal to anything they catch. 

Q. How is November with regard lo stormy weather ? — A. It is generally a 
stormy month. 

Q. We would like to learn from you, if possible, about these immature fish that 
are so largely taken ; are you aware of the small, immature fish coming into the 
market?— A. Yes; there is a large quantity of small half-grown fish caught and 
shipped to the market, salmon-trout and whitefish principally. 

Q. What do you mean Iby half-grown fish ; what size might they be ; take a 
half-grown salmon-trout, what would be its weight? — A. They would be from two 
pounds to two and a half; from one to three pounds is a small trout/ 

Q. What about a half-grown whitefish ? — A. Well, pretty near the same, one to 
two pounds. 

Q. Would you consider these to be immature fish?— A. Yes, and they are soft 
and easily bruised; tbey are easily injured in keeping or handling. 

Q. Are they to a certain extent unmarketable? — A. They are not as saleable as 
full-grown fish and are brought into the markets largely, principally from the 
Georgian Bay and Lake Erie for the whitefish, and the head of Lake Superior for 
the salmon. A great many of the salmon-trout and whitefish are from Port Arthur. 
They come dressed and packed in ice with the larger fish. 

Q. In what state are they when they arrive here, as a rule? — A. Often crushed 
by reason of the weight of the ice, from their softness. 

Q. With regard to the prices of these small fish, what proportion in value do 
they bear to the full-grown fish ? — A. Sometimes if they are not in good order they 
are not saleable at all; they are not as acceptable on the market as the others; if 
saleable, we sell them from one to two cents less per pound. 

Q. How is it with regard to your ciscoes and herrings; you say a great many 
are brougbi in ? — A. The small herring are not saleable; if sold at ail, it is at 
greatly reduced prices; very small ciscoes are not in demand; they are not sale- 
able ; they will not bring a good price. 

Q. What is your impression with regard to these small fish— should they be 
caught or marketed? — A. No. They should not be caught or allowed to be sold, as 
it causes great waste of the fish, the small fish not having come to maturity and not 
having spawned, causes great diminution to the fisheries. 

Q. Would you recommend, to prevent this, the use of any special nets or any- 
thing else; how could this be overcome? — A. I have given my recommendation 
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here (produceR document). It should be overcome by the use of larger sized mesh 
in the nets, and prohibiting their sale ; I think that will have to be done. 

Q. Are you aware that quantities of these are caught sometimes by the fisher- 
men and thrown away, because they cannot sell them ? — A. Well, I am aware of 
herring being thi-own away, I could not say about trout or whitefish. They try to 
ship all sizes when they get them. Most of the small salmon-trout and whitefish are 
mixed in with the big fish and sent to market. 

Q. What is your opinion of this — is this a crying evil with regard to the fisL 
industry and fish trade generally ? — ^A. I think it has largely destroyed our lake 
fish. 

Q. And do you go further than that, and say that there ought to be stringent 
measures introduced to prevent it ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Do you mean on behalf of the fish industry and fisherman and fish dealer 
combined ? — A. Yes, and the community at large, because if the supply is cut off it 
will aflect them too. 

Q. Do I infer from what you have said, Mr. Port, that this killing of spall fish 
and killing fish at the spawning season are the two great evils we have to contend 
with ? — A. Yes, I think so. I don't go for a long close season. 

Q. Killing at the spawning time, I mean? — A. Yes, it is. 

Q. Could you give an opinion with regard to this Sunday close time business ? — 
A. For gill-nets, it is impracticable ; with seines or drift-nets, L think it should be 
enforced. 

Q. How does that apply to pound-nets ? — A. They couldn't apply it to pound- 
nets. 

Q. Have you any knowledge about this reported statement which goes the 
rounds pretty largely, that the Americans come and poach in our waters with their 
tugH and nets ? — A. I know the bulk of our fish are taken to the United States by 
Americans, or men supplied with American capital, and thus taken in without pay- 
ing the duty. 

Q. That is three-quarters of a cent a pound, isn't it? — ^A. Yes. 

Q. What I wanted to know much more particularl}- is this: are you aware of 
any American fishermen that come across and fish in our waters ? — A. Yes, they 
do, the Americans fish in Canadian waters all along the lakes. 

Q. This you consider is an interference with the Canadian subject and the 
Canadian fisherman ? — A. Yes, as the Canadian fishermen are charged a license for 
fishing, and have to pay duty on their fish going to the American market. 

Q. As to the general subject of protection, are you of the impret^sion that close 
seasons are beneficial for the preservation of the fisheries ? — A. Close seasons are 
good if properly selected and enforced. 

Q. JDo you know anything about winter fishing here; is it of any conse- 
quence ? — A. There is very little winter fishing, I might say, in the lower lakes. 
There is a good deal done at Port Arthur and Lake Superior ; they fish there all 
winter through the ice. 

Q. What do they get there ? — A. Get a large quantity of the small sized white- 
fish, a few trout, but not many. 

Q. Do you think this is injurious to the trade? — ^A. Catching the small fish. 

Q. Is there any bass fishing of any consequence carried on hero? — A. In the 
inland lakes, back of Peterboro', there is. They are brought to the market here. 
They are caught more especially in the neighbourhood of Peterboro*. 

Q. What time are they brought here, principally ?— A. Principally in the 
ivinter, and are good black bass of fair size ; but none of any consequence are caught 
here. 

Q. Are you aware of anything like spearing or shooting being practised here in 
the marshes in the spring of the year? — ^A. Well, I don't think it amounts to much 
bere. 

Q. What are your views then about the artificial culture of fish ? — A. I think 
it is a good thing; it is required, for there are so many fish caught that they 
should he propagated artificially. 
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Q. Is artificial culture good and should it be extended? — A. Yes; more par- 
ticularly where there are large fisheries and a great many fish taken out; speci- 
ally in the large fishery stations. 

Q. What sort of fish do you consider best for the market or for general pur- 
poses? — A. Salmon-trout and whitefish stand No. 1. Herring are greatly used. I 
would put herring next, then ciscoes, yellow pickerel, and black bass are certainly 
good, but (hey are not so plentiful ; then blue pickerel, pike and maskinongé ; tlien 
the coarser fish. 

Q. What do you say about the bullpoats? — A. Thei'e is a great demand for 
catfish in the American market ; they are not used so much in Canada. 

Q. Which of the kinds of fish that you have been dealing in for a long period 
of years have fallen off most in Canadian waters ; which shows the greatest decrease 
comparatively from what they were formerly ? — A. Whitefish, by all odds; and 
salmon-trout are not so plentiful as formerly, but they do not show so much of a 
decrease. 

Q. J^Tid with regard to the general presei-vation, which would you recommend 
should receive the greatest attention ? — A. I think whitefish principally. I think 
salmon-trout can take care of themselves better, Whitefish should receive the 
greatest amount of attention by the general public for presei^ation, 

Q. Can you give us any description of the possible falling off in your memory 
with regaitl to the whitefish in Lake Ontario ; what quantities have you known to 
have been caught in Lake Ontario in years back ? — A. Lakë'Ontaiio principally 
supplied the Toronto market in years past, and also the Canadian market east with 
whitefish and trout. 

Q. To what extent were they caught, can you give us a rough estimate? — ^A. 
They were caught in large quantities with seines along the shores of Lake Ontario 
about Weller's beach, and on the Toronto Island they were largely taken at the 
eastern and western ends of the lake, but now there are only a very few brought to 
this market from Lake Ontario. 

Q. Are you depending wholly on the western lakes now ? — ^A. Yes. 

Q. What is your idea with regard to the principal cause of this falling off? — A. 
I think the principal cause is catching small or immature fish and overfishing in 
some localities, and taken too numerously when spawning. They caught them in 
spawning time principally. Perhaps caused by navigation to a certain extent, 
navigation increasing on the lakes. I thiqk that has had something to do with it. 
I know that fish run a great ways from steamei-s. 

Q. Do you do an> thing in the speckled trout line at all ? — A. I handle a vei-y few. 

Q. Where do you get them from principally ? — ^A. From Lake Superior, about 
the only ones. They are the same class as the Nepigoff fish. They come here 
through the summer months and the fall, but only in small quantities. They are 
more of a sporting fish. These speckled trout are worth here ft-om 15 to 20 cents 
a pound. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the loss of many fish by nets being carried away, 
and fish being left out too long in the nets and becoming half decayed? — A. There 
are large quantities of fish destroyed by them dying in the nets when left out for 
three nights, I would say. This is caused by men trying to handle too many nets, 
and by stormy weather. 

Q. When fish die in that way what becomes of them? — A. If not altogether 
spoiled they are generally salted. They are cured with salt as they are unfit to sell, 
as we get them for fresh fish, and they are sometimes frozen and sent to the market, 
but they are worthless. Sometimes they are sold at reduced rates, but lately the 
people won't touch them. They are not saleable. 

Q. Have you any suggestions to make that you would like to have recorded 7 — 
A. From the Aill knowledge of the fishing business, being connected with it for 
thirty years, and knowing most of those engaged in it on our great lakes, I would 
recommend as follows : First, that laiger sized mesh for catching trout and white- 
fish, herring and ciscoes be enforced as soon as practicable, say by the Istof Novem- 
mber, 1893 ; that after that date the minimum size of mesh allowed for catching sal- 
mon-trout and whitefish be 41 inches, extension measure, and for herring and 
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cisco68 3-inch extension measure. This to apply to gill-nets of all kinds, and to the 
pots and pounds of trap-nets and to the bag or the centre of seines or hauling 
nets. Third, to bring this about without unnecessary hardship or loss to those en* 
gaged in the business, and having smaller nets on hand, I would recommend that 
all nets for trout or whitefish under 4j-inch mesh, and for herrinç and ciscoes under 
2^inch mesh bo at once declared illegal and their use prohibited, and that all 
parties having such illegal nets in their possession be notified to surrender them to 
the proper officers before the Int of May next, and that such nets be valued by 
experts, and the Government compensate the owners thereof. Fourth, that after the 
Ist of November, 1893, all nets for catching trout or whitefish be at least 4|-inch 
mesh, and for herring aiid ciscoes, 3-inch mesh, and all else be prohibited and con- 
sidered illegal. Fifth, after the 1st January, 1894, no salmon-trout or whitefish 
weighing less than two pounds, or herring or ciscoes weighing under half a pound 
before dressing, be offered for sale, and all under that ought to be liable to seizure. 

By Mr, Marris : 

Q. Are black bass a fish your customers will take when in good condition? — A. 
Yes, and I regard it as a good fish that ought to be preserved for the public by having 
proper regulations. 

Q. About ciscoes, ought they to be put under regulations to preserve them ? — 
A. Yes; they are a very saleable fish and largely in demand, and much inquired after 
by the public. 

Q. Do you handle many speckled trout ? — A. No; it is a fish that is nearly gone 
as far as the public is concerned, for it is not generally sent to the market for sale, 
but some small quantities may come to market. 



HOEATIO JOHN BRAY sworn :— 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Whore do you reside? — A. In Toronto; I am a fish dealer. I really can't 
say I am a fishermen, but I am interested in the fishing business; I supply nets and 
am interested in fishing generally, and have been engaged in this business about 20 
years in Toronto. I am an Englishman by birth. 

Q. What description of fish have you been engaged in ? — A. I handle fish of all 
descriptions, whitefish, salmon-trout, herrings, ciscoes, pickerel, bass and all kinds 
of fresh and salt water fish. ' I am a general merchant as far as the fishing trade is 
concerned ; the principal portion ol my business during the season of open water is 
the whitefish and trout and ciscoes. 

Q. What particular waters do you get your fish from, as a rule? — A. The white- 
fish and trout I handle, I get from Port Arthur mostly, and from Midland, but not so 
largely. The principal portion of my fish come from Port Arthur, that is whitefish 
and trout. Herrings, I get from all points on Lake Erie, from Leamington through 
to Port Colborne. There are very few herrings caught in Lake Ontario for this 
market. Ciscoes are exclusively confined to Lake Ontario. 

Q. Where do you get your bass principally from, or do you deal in bass ? — ^A. I 
get quite a number of hass during the winter season — in fact we cet very little dur- 
ing the summer — I get bass from Lake Scugog and those smaller lakes back of Port 
Perry, Lindsay and Peterboro' and the back lakes ; there are so many little places 
it would take a sheet for me to tell them all. 

Q. Do you know anything about the nets in which fish are caught, the 
gilUnets ? — A. Oh, yes, there are different sorts of nets. As far as the nets are con- 
cerned, I believe they are fishing with smaller meshed nets than they did in former 
years. They now use 4J, I believe. 
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Q. Have you an idea with regard to what would be the proper measuremeiit ? 
»— A. I have a very decided opinion about that. Personally, I wouldn't like to see a 
mesh anything less than 5 inches used, extension measure. 

Q. Is that for salmon-trout and whitelish ? — A. Yes. I will explain my reason : 
The fish we are getting now — I am alluding to the trade generally — are fish that are 
not saleable; they are too small for use; they are too small to be merchantable — 
that is, with the exception of a few odd ones. We have to apply to Manitoba for 
our whitefish, which are really marketable finh. 

Q. Are you acquainted with the pound- net at all? What is your idea with re- 
gard to the difference in the quality of fish caught in a pound-net or a gill-net — any 
kind of fish ? — ^A. There is some distinction. My idea as to pound-nets for salmon- 
trout and whitefish is that the bag should be the safne; the pound-net pots should 
have 5-inch meshes also ; the mesh should be large enough to give the smaller fish 
a chance to get away and give us the older fish for market. 

Q. What do you say about the gill-nets for ciscoos and herring ?— A, As far as my 
opinion is concerned you will have to take the herring by itself. The tendency has 
been for the last 3 or 4 years to dociease the size of the mesh for herrings which is 
a great mistake. My reason for saying so is that when the herrings are below a 
certain size they are unsaleable. 

Q. What might you call that size of the herring ? — A. I can hardly tell you. I 
can explain it to you in this way: A barrel of herring — ^a sugar barrel — running 
350 fish would weigh about 250 pounds; that would be saleable fish. I receive 
many barrels with <iOO or 700 herrings, and they won't pay the freight or express 
charges when they come to my place ; they are perfectly unsaleable, I can't do any- 
thing with them. Take a barrel of 350 and sell them for $2 or $2.50 a hundred, and 
the 600 or 700 herring to the barrel you can't sell at all. You may possibly get 50 
cents a hundred and you may not. You may sell a few, but we have to dump the rest. 

Q. Now, what about the ciscoes ? — A, My suggestion would be that nothing 
less than a 3-inch meshed gill-net should be used for catching herrings. 

Q. Will you take up the ciscoe question, and will you make a similar statement 
with regard to the ciscoe? — A. I was the first man on Lake Ontario to handle cis- 
coes smoked. That will be 16 or 17 years ago. At that time the mesh was 2f exten- 
sion measure. In later years they h^e got the mesh down as low as 2f . 

Q. When they had the 2f mesh were the ciscoes caught then good and saleable? 
— A. Of good size, but now the mesh is reduced and my men don't fish any thing but 
2f. The fish are getting so small it is hard work to sell them. Kthey were any- 
thing else but ciscoes they wouldn't sell at all. 

.Q. What would you recommend for the ciscoe mesh? — A. As to ciscoes, it is 
impossible for a large fish to get in a small mesh. If the mesh would be nothing 
less than 2^ inches, the fish would be better, more saleable and more profitable for 
the fishermei>. 

Q. Wouldn't it be the means of keeping up a better standard of the fish ? — ^A. 
Yes, it would virtually preserve the small fish until they get sufficiently large to be 
caught, suitable for market. 

Q. With regard to ealmon-trout and whitefish, when do you consider them in 
the best condition for general consumption — what month ? — ^A. My experience is 
they are not good when they are getting soft and are preparing for spawning. Pisb 
do not all spawn together, it takes one or two weeks. 

Q. Well, what about the ciscoes, when are they in best condition, do yoa 
think ? — A. Ciscoes appear to be in condition all the year around. They are always 
full of spawn when they bring them in fresh. 

Q. Would a ciscoe be in as good condition in its spawning time as befoi*e or 
after? — ^A. Yes, I have handled many and many tons of fresh ciscoes, and at all 
seasons of the year, and they always seemed to be spawning, they are always full. I 
would wish vou to understand there arc no ciscoes fished for from about the Ist of 
June until about the 1st of October; the dealers, by mutual consent, close the fisher- 
men down, they won't handle them. They are a delicate fish to handle, and they 
spoil too quickly during the hot weather. They are not caught during that season- 
not fished for. 
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Q. They evideotlj do not spawn then, do ihey? — A. We oan*t tell what they 
are .doing; we don't catch them. Yon will find all through the season, one portion 
of them, the female portion, always seem to be fall of roe. 

Q. What do you say about herring, when are they in the best condition ? — A. 
In the spring of the year. 

Q. That would include what months ? — A. That would include from the com- 
mencement of the fishing season until about the 1st of June, and in the fall as soon 
as the weather gets cold again. It depends altogether on when the water gets cold. 

Q. Do you know anything about black bass, when are they in the best con- 
dition ? — A. They are in the best condition in the spring of the year, if you can catch 
them. 

Q. What do you mean by the spring of the year, April and May ? — A. Yet?, just 
as soon as the ice leaves, and they catch them by hook and line. 

Q. Do you know anything about their quality in September, October and 
November ? — A. We don't get any black bass then. I presume that I handle more 
black bass than all the dealers in Toronto put together. 

Q. Where are your markets principally? — A. They are confined now to the city 
of Toronto and smaller places outside. I used to have a large market on the 
American side previous to the McKinley tariff, but now, on account of the discrimi- 
nation in favour of the American dealer^ we can do nothing. 

Q. Take the salmon-trout and whitefish,what does the selling price average? — 
A The selling price in Toronto is 6^ to 7 cents a pound, that is for whitcfish and 
salmon-trout; I am alluding to wholesale prices strictly. 

Q. Well, what are herring worth ? — A. Herring are worth from 2 to 2^ cents 
each ; that is for saleable herring. Unfortunately there are more poor herring 
come into the market than really good herring. 

Q. Is what you mean by poor, undersized ? — A. Yes, unsaleable fish. 

Q. Bass, what are they worth ? — A. Wholesale, they are worth from 7 to 7^ 
cents, and 10 cents iii the retail price. 

Q. Whatisthe retail price of salmon-troutandwhitefish? — A. EightcentB,expres8 
charges are 2 cents a pound, bringing fish to Toronto ; and the contract price for 
ciscoes is $1 per hundred smoked. The fishermen sell mo their catch for the 
season. It is a recognized price between us all. They are sold by dealers to the 
trade for $1.25. 

Q. With regard to the spawning and breeding : when do you think the salmon- 
trout are actually engaged in laying their eggs — when are they ripest for spawning? 
— A. The close season as it is at present seems to be the nearest approach to perfec- 
tion that you can get. 

Q. Do you think that salmon-trout spawn through November? — A. Yes. I 
would be an advocate of extending it for two weeks longer at the end of the season, 
two weeks in December. I got fish this morning from Midland. The whitefish 
hadn't spawned at all ; just ready ; they were jammed full. 

Q. What about whitefish ? — A. The whitefish and salmon-trout spawn about the 
same time. I got some trout; they t^ere thin; if they swam for two or three 
weeks more they would be fat again. 

Q. When do you think the herrings spawn? — A. Like the oiscoes, nearly all 
the time. 

Q. Is there any special time when they are riper than others ? — A. No, I don't 
think there should bo a close season for them ; they spawn like ciscoes, apparently, 
at all seasons of the year, neither should have a close season, according to my 
opinion. I would alter the size of the mesh in order that the smaller ones would be 
allowed to get out. I have seen at Port Stanley tons and tons of little bits of her- 
rings they had dumped out on the ground. A larger sized mesh would be the best 
preservation for these fish, say 3 inches at least. 

Q, What is your idea about the spawning of yellow pickerel or doré? — A. About 
April or May. 

Q. What about pike and maskinongé, do you get any maskinongë ? — A. Very 
few maskinongë; pike, I get many tons of them. Pike spawn very early in the 
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«pring. Pike, in my judgment, Bhould not be preserved at all; they eat eveiything 
they can get hold of. 

Q. Do you know anything about catfish ? — ^A. Yes, but I couldn*ttell you when 
they spawn. 

Q. You said you had men actually engaged in fishing with nets? Now, when 
do you think the greatest losses occur to the fishermen, that is, with nets? — A. The 
£till of the year, as we get the equinoctial gales in September, October and Novem- 
ber. After that the weather gets more settled. 

Q. Do you know of any quantities of immature fish being caught? — A. Yes, 
and. destroyed. I am alluding to herrings; the}^ aro caught in pound-nets and 
small sized gill-nets and dumped. Some are used for manure and the rest thrown 
away; but this does not apply to whitefishy 

Q. Where is this destruction done principally? — ^A. Principally where the 
pound-nets are worked ; where the fish are caught. This is done sometimes by the 
receiver; they are unsaleable in consequence of their size being too small. This 
does not apply to the ciscoes. Ciscoes are never lost ; they are always used. The 
trouble with respect to ciscoes is, they are getting too small to be saleable. 

Q. Are ciscoesgenerally sold fresh, or how? — A. All smoked, I might say. Some- 
times they bring in fresh ones. That is how I know about the fresh ciscoes. The 
ciscoe is intended and actually is used as a smoked fish. • 

Q. Are herrings sold fresh? — ^A. Yes ; the smoked herring are not as saleable 
as ciscoes. 

Q. You spoke about the ciscoe being large in former years ? — A. Yes; what we 
call large ciscoes, running from a pound to a pound and a half, but we don't get them 
at all now. 

Q. Now, with regard to these fish that you say are dumped or thi'own away, 
what would you call large quantities? — ^A. Two or three tons to a lift. This is 
principally in Lake Erie. We have no pound-nets on Lake Ontario for herring fishing. 

Q. Does the remedy for the preservation of these small fish, salmon-trout, white- 
fish, herrings and ciscoes, being taken lie in the size of the mesh ?— A. Yes, in the size 
of the mesh. 

Q. Do your fishermen keep Sunday close season; are the nets taken up from Satur- 
day night to Monday morning ? — A. It is understood that they always do that, but it 
is impracticable with pound-nets, of course. 

Q. How does it apply to gill-nets that are set out for salmon-trout in deep 
waters? — A. If they can they take the net up, and if they can't they leave it there. 
It is almost impossible for them to do it always. I believe the fishermen comply 
with the law as near as it is possible for them to do so. ^ 

Q. Do you know anything about the Americans fishing in our watera or poach- 
ing? — A. Yes, they are fishing in our waters by their capital. It is a pretty hard 
thing to explain ; I should say, by subsidizing the Canadian fishermen, nominally 
taking possession of boats and nets, and virtually not doing anything of the kind 
themselves. This is done with a view to avoiding the duty, and also preventing 
•Canadian dealers from being able to continue their business. 

Q. Do you consider this a crying evil so far as the Canadian fishermen are oon- 
<ierned ? — A. It is an injustice to Canadian dealers, and it is of no benefit to Cana- 
dian fishermen. I might also say thai the Canadian fishermen received as much 
money for their fish ten years ago, when it was exclusively in Canadian hands, as 
they do to-day when it is monopolized by American fish dealers. 

Q. Do you mean they dictate the market prices? — ^A. Yes; they dictate the 
market prices altogether to Canadian fishermen. 

Q. What is your opinion with regard to the close seasons; do j'ou think they 
are properly selected and are judicious? — ^A. Yes; with the exception, as I stated 
before, that I think two weeks longer in the winter season would be better for 
whitefish and salmon-trout. 

Q. Is winter fishing principally the ciscoe business here ? — A. On Lake Ontario, 
yes. 

Q. Is winter fishing carried on anywhere else excepting Lake Ontario? — ^A. 
Yes; it is carried on very largely in the back lakes, principally for bass and some 
pickerel; in Lake Superior, whitefish and trout. 
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Q. The whitefish and trout caught in the winter, how do they compare with 
the Rumraer fish ? — A. Exactly the same. 

Q. Are they not smaller? — A. No; just caaght in gill-nets; fliey are, if any- 
thing, better in the winter than in the summer; of course the weather is colder. 

Q. Is the bass fishery principally confined in the winter to the back lakes? — 
A. Yes; the smaller lakes in the back portion of the province. 

Q. Do you know if spearing or shooting of fish is practised at all ? — A. I don't 
think at all in this district. 

Q. What is your view with regard to the artificial breeding of fish ? — A. I am 

quite an advocate of it as being very beneficial to the maintenance of the fisheries. 

* Q. Which of the fresh water fish that you deal in do you consider the most 

valuable for general purposes? — A. Whitefish, though black bass is really the most 

valuable. 

Q. Taking them both as to value and as to quantity? — A. Whitefish is the 
most valuable all-around fish, the next is salmon-trout, then herrings and pike, and 
pickerel are really the best for future protection or impi-ovement, 

Q. How do ciecoes come in ? — A. They are valuable in a way, but they are not 
a marketable fish if tKey are caught in large quantities. 

Q. How do the bass come in ? — A. They are more valuable than whitefish ; 
they don't enter into the composition of a man's business. 

Q. Which of the kinds of fish which you have been dealing in have fallen off 
most from the former catches ? — A. Whitefish and salmon-trout have fallen off con- 
siderably, not in respect so much to quantity but in respect to quality and size ; we 
used to get really good large fish. 

Q. How is it in Lake Ontario ? — A. Lake Ontario fishing has been |[)etter the 
last three years; Lake Ontario whitefish are only half grown. 

Q. Take them all around, have whitefish, in your memory, fallen off in the 
waters of Lake Ontario in numbers? — A. In Lake Ontario, yes. 

Q. Have salmon-trout fallen off? — A. Yes; I am alluding now to Lake Ontario. 

Q. Have the western lakes shown a falling off also? — A. Not in respect to 
quantity, only in respect to quality and size. 

Q. What do you say is the cause of this falling off in Lake Ontario ? — A. As 
far as I can judge it is to indiscriminate use of seines; yes, the indiscriminate use of 
seines or drag-nets. I am i-eferrtng now to 1 4 or 15 years ago. 

Q. Do you attach anything to improper fishing at the close seasons ? — A. No, 
not in reference to whitefish or trout; they do not fish but very little for whitefish 
and trout. I remember some years ago they put a lot of whitefish in over at 
Niagara from the hatcheries, and some seasons after the men about Niagara dragged 
in whitefish with drag-nets. I was handling all the fish that was shipped over here, 
and we started to sell at tS a hundred, but they shipped so many we couldn't get 
that long. They caught as many as from 40 to 50 barrels a day with seines. These 
whitefish were in size about f of a pound, from that perhaps to a pound. They glutted 
the market to such an extent that they were almost valueless. It might have been 
two seasons or more after the fry were put in. 

Q. What has been the consequence since ? — A. They haven't had any since to 
speak of. 

Q. Do you know anything about the loss offish in nets that are set and kept 
out too long, and the fish die ? — A. It would depend altogether on the men that 
would catch them. Fish that are dead in nets they split and are generally salted 
and cured ; the reason for salting them is because they are not fit to eat fresh. They 
are unsaleable fresh, they wouldn't carry. A dead fish may be all right when it is 
split where it is caught; it would not carry to the market. They are unsaleable as 
fresh fish, because they are soft. 

Q. Have you any suggestions to make or is there anything you would like to 
state yourself we would be very glad to receive it? — A. I would like to make one 
suggestion in reference to the method in which the American Fish Companies are 
doing business in Canada. My suggestion is this : It would only be in common jus- 
tice to the dealers in Canada that an export duty should be charged on all fish 
caught by Americans, and by American nets fishing in our waters, and that the duty 
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be equal to the McKinley tariff, and as an offset to the daty charged to CanadiaD 
exporters offish. 

Q. Have ySti any other suggestion you would like to make ? — A. Nothing else 
I know of particularly. 

By Mr. Barris / 

Q. Do you deal wholesale ? — A. Both wholesale and retail. 

Q. What should he the smallest weight of a yellow pickerel for marketable 
purposes? — A. Two pounds should be the smallest. 

Q. Would a 3-inch mesh do to catch ciscoes ? — A. Two and a half should be for 
ciscoes. 

Q. Well, then, if they fished with 2^inch mesh for ciscoes, would they not catch 
undersized herrings ? — ^A. No, because the ciscoes and the herring do not swim 
together ; the cisooe nets would be set in deeper water, further out. They never do ; 
they fish for blue back — that is the herring — in near the shore, and they fish for 
ciscoes outside of a certain limit. 

Q. Do you think the clscoe is worth preserving and protecting? Do you 
regard it as a valuable marketable fish ? — A. Yes. Just as much worth preserving 
as any other fish. They should not be destroyed by small meshed nets. 

Q. How is it you don*t deal in black bass in the fall ? — A. We can't get it. My 
opinion is that the fish get into places where they lie dormant. They are notcaught 
in the fall. 

Q. Are Ihey caught during the summer months, during July and August, and 
are the fish good for anything at that time ? — A. No. They eat them. 

Q. Do you regard them as a proper fish to handle in June? — ^A. No, we are 
not allowed to handle them thei). 

Q. Yes, you are after the 15th? — A. We do not get any after the close season. 
I don't get 25 pounds of bass a day here then, but during the winter I will handle 
as much as half a ton a day. 

Q. How are they caught in the winter ? Is it by spearing or nets ? — A. Through 
the ice by hook and line. I know a speared fish when I see it. 

Q. You begin to get them as soon as the ice gets firm ? — A. As soon as the ice 
gets hard enough. They are not caught by gilUnets under the ice. 

Q. What do you think is the right close season for salmon-trout? — ^A. The close 
season dates, I think, are about right now, from the last day of October until the 1st 
day of December, with the exception, I would extend it for two weeks longer at the 
end of November. I don't think all the fish get spawned out and fit for use after- 
wards, by the Ist of December. 

Q. Should it be the same with the whitefish ? — A. Oh, yes, the close season 
might run to about the 10th of December, as it would tend to the preservation of 
the fiph. 

Q. Still you regard the most important thing of all is regulating the size of the 
mesh ? — A. Yes, that is the most important. It depends on that a great deal more 
than anything else. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. When you say that ciscoes should be protected, do you mean by that there 
should be a close season for them ? — A. No, but I mean that ciscoes should be pre- 
served by proper meshed nets, and that a right sized mesh should be used to 
prevent the over destruction of the ciscoes. 

By Mr, Harris : 

Q, About speckled trout, do you handle many? — A. Some. We get them all 
from Quebec, from dealers. We get some from Ontario occasionally, very few. 

Q. As a fish for the public it is about extinct? — A. Yes. 

Q. If capitalists were to preserve trout, raise trout, do you think it would be a 
profitable thing? — A. Yes, if they could preserve the ponds that the fish are in. 

Q. Do you think there would be less difficulty raising the fish than in preserv- 
ing them afterwards ? — A. Decidedly. 
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Q. Da you mean on account of the weakness of the law? — A. No, it would be 
more owin^ to the fact that parties knowing there were speckled trout there, they 
would go and get them. 

Q. And is the law not sufficiently strong to keep the public off? — A. I don't 
know what the law is, in other words, I don't think the capitalists could invest their 
money in raising trout; because the boys and others would steal them. 



No. 14.— HAMILTON. 

The Dominion Fishery Commissioners met this 13th day of December, at the 
Boyal Hotel, Hamilton. Mr. Samuel Wilroot and Mr. Edward Harris, Commis- 
sioners, present. 

Mr. WiLMOT, as Chairman, explained to those present the nature and impoi*t- 
ance of the work to be done. 

DANIEL MoGVVTN sworn :— 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Where is your residence ? — A. Burlington Beach. 

Q. Your occupation ? — A. Fisherman and gardener. 

Q. How long have you been engaged in fishing ? — A. Fishing since 1857. 

Q. What is your nationality?— A. Irishman. 

Q. What kind of fishery have you been engaged in ? — A, Wo have diflferent 
kindn of fishing done on our lake, whitefish, salmon-trout, ciscoes and herring. 

Q. Have you been engaged in whitefish fishing, salmon-trout, ciscoes and her- 
ring in Lake Ontario? — ^A. Yes, and in Lake Erie I fished a little also, and a few 
fiturgeon and other coarse fish and pickerel. 

Q. What particular waters have you fished in ? — A. Burlington Bay and Lake 
Ontario. 

Q. What kind of nets have you used? — A. I have used draw-nets and seines 
for herring and whitefish, and also gill-nets for both purposes. I do not use pound- 
nets, or fike or hoop-nets. 

Q. Could you give me the size ot the mesh you have used in your herring, trout 
and whitefish nels ? — A. Whitefish, 5-inch mesh; trout, 7-inch ; for seines, 4-inch, all 
extension measure. 

Q. [ii your kind of fishing, what size fish will pass through the 5-inch gill-net? 
— A. Two-pound fish and under, and one pound and under will pass through the 
4-inch mesh. 

Q, In your gill-nets what size twine do you use ? — A. In seines we use from 12 
to 16; the seine is cotton and our gill-nets is linen. Our nets are imported from 
Scotland. 

Q. In your fishing when do you consider the fish in their best condition, that 
is, for table use? — A. Well, it depends on the fish; salmon-trout are good at all 
times, except spawning. In summer months we consider them the best of any. It 
depends a good deal on the water; if we get cold water they are good at all times ; 
they are best in May and June. 

Q. With regard to whitefish, when are they in best condition ? — ^A. I should say 
at all times. Some people like them at ail times ; they are the same as salmon- 
trout; best in May, June and July, they can't be beat. Hern ng in September and 
October are good, and most any month, excepting in warm weather; in August and 
July I should say they are not so good ; they are best in spring and winter. 

Q. Ciscoes, when are they best ? — A. Ciscoes are counted a good fish at all times 
of the season as a cured fish, that is, corned and smoked. 
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Q. The bass familj, what do yon think of them ; when are they best, in the 
,8prin/a^ or in the fall? — A. From now out till the month of Maj': when the water 
gets warm they are no good ; they are not fit to use in July and August, they are 
soft. No fish in the bay in those months are fit to u^e. 

Q. What do you think about pike and pickerel? — A. There is none of the big 
yellow pickerel now. There are a few blue pickerel. We call them sand pike. 

Q. What do you think of them as a fish ? — A. They are very good, but not 
numerous. 

Q. Where do vou usually market your fish? — A. In Hamilton, for home con- 
sumption, a few of the ciscoes are shipped, but not by me. Smoked herring and 
ciscoes are shipped, but the particular fi^h for home consumption is herring. 

Q. Did other fish abound here formerly? — A. We had them quite numei-oas, 
but not for 12 or 13 years ; our fish*haye been falling off. 

Q. What is the average value of your herring ?^ — A. The market value a hundred, 
fresh or cured, is $1 to $1.20, and ciscoes average Trom $1 to $1.50. 

Q. As far as you are concerned, do you say the salmon.trout and whirefish are 
out of the question now ? — A. It don't pay a man to fish for them, nor for sturgeon, 
nor pickerel. They spear a few in winter time if they are allowed. I deal in 
them if I can buy them. These will cover all the fish I deal in, that is in my 
business, whitefish, salmon-trout, ciscoes and herring, and some bass and pickerel. 

Q. Thé bass, what are they worth, sir ? — A. Bass are worth about 6 cents a 
pound. 

Q. Can you give us a little information on the following questions: — When do 
you think the herring are most free to spawn ? — A. I can answer that question if 
anybody can ; I have had a good experience. They spawn most freely from the 
18th till the 27th of November. 

Q. With regard to your ciscoes, when do they spawn most freely ? — A. That is 
a question that 1 can hardly answer satisfactorily ; but from the 25th of December 
I should say, till the middle of January. 

Q. When do you think the salmon-trout spawn? — A. I think from the middle of 
October till the end of November ; during the month of November, and whitefish 
are most free to spawn about the same time ; and bass spawn in the spring of the 
year during the months of May and June, and pickerel and pike, I should say in 
April and May. 

Q. When do you find that it is most unprofitable for you to use- your nets; at 
what period of the year is it hardest upon the nets? — A. Well, I should say 
January and February is the hardest months we have. That is when we fish in the 
winter. But in our summer fishing, taking it from April to December, November 
and December are most likely to injure our nets. 

Q. Have you any knowledge whether many immature young fieh are caught, 
making it injurious to the fishery? — A. They have been ; certainly it is an injury to 
the fishery, but the mesh we have at the present time I should say we could not 
better it. 

Q. Do you think it is an injury to catch the small or immature fish ? — ^A. Yes, 
certainly, but the nets we have will let the small fish get through. The nets we ose 
are regulated not to catch these fish, and they let these small ones get through. 

Q. There is a law that nets are to be taken up on Saturday night and kept up 
till Monday morning; is it kept? — A. Well, it stops us of two nights' fishing, and it 
is impracticable to be carried out, in the interests of the fishermen. 

Q. Upon the general principle of the preservation of the fisheries, do you 
think it advisable that there should be properly selected close seasons for the spawn- 
ing times of fish ? — A. Yes, I think it is right, and I should say from the 15th of 
November to the 1st of December; 15 days is sufficient. 

Q. When do you generally set your nets out here, how early? — A, About 
March or February, in fact we fish ajt the year around when the weather permits, 
winter fishing is carried on here by gill-nets running from 8 to 18 miles out in the 
lake ; we take ciscoes and herring, and those are the only fish up this part of the 
lake that wo make a living by. 
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Q, Are there any quantities of bass of importance caught here? — A. No, they 
are caught in the summer fishing when they are not fit to use ; we have speared a 
few of those mud bass in the winter. 

Q. Is shooting or spearing fish practised much here ? — A. Spearing is done\ 
when allowed, and the water is clear ; very little shooting is done. 

Q. Have you any knowledge with regard to this new system of supplying the 
watei-8 by artificial breeding? — A. Eeally I could not say; I don't know as it is 
helping us any. 

Q. How long since you got as many as 200 and 800 fish at a haul, that you spoke 
of? — A. In 1860 we would catch that many in a haul ; I caught, I think, it was 680 
we counted ; in 1866 we i^ot as many as 680 trout and whitefish at one haul of the 
seine on Burlington Beach — that was on the 18th of June, to the best of my knowledge. 
This was pretty common at that time; whitefish were taken pretty generally then, 
as many as 100 and 200 and 300 in a night. 

Q. What would you catch now? — A. None at all, at present time no whitefish 
are taken, the nets have been laid up for the last five years, I haven't wet them in 
five years. 

Q. Now can you tell us the cause of this falling oif of whitefish? — A. I can't 
give you any reason unless they are caught off. 

Q. Have you no idea in your own mind ?— A. These little shad, as they are 
called, that we have in our lakes, eat the food of the whitefish and they have taken 
some other route and don't come to our shores. There is a few caught, but nothing 
to signify. 

Q. Are these little shad fish plentiful ? — A. Yes. The township has to pay for 
removing them, the stench from them is so great in the month of July and August 
they have to be shovelled off the shore or buried. 

Q. Do yon say this affects the salmon-trout and whitefish alike ? — A. I can't 
say for certain, but that is my opinion. 

Q. Now, do you think there has been any other cause, such as overfishing and 
fishing at the spawning time, which has helped to produce this ? — A. Ceitainly. In 
time ^one by, overfishing has helped to do this; ye», I should say so. 

Q. Do you think the use of too small nets of any kind would have that effect 
also? — A. ^e had a regular net since '57, that is since we first began to pay a license. 

Q. Do you use gill-nets for salmon-trout or whitefish ? — A. Yes, soqietimes we 
use 4-inch mesh now. 

Q. Well, then, you do think that catching them on their spawning grounds had 
something to do wiih diminishing them ? — A. Certainly, it would help. We often 
caught them in close seasons 25 years ago. 

Q. When you speak about the fallingoff of fish, how is it with regard to ciscoes ? 
— A. They are not as numerous as we have had them. Ciscoes have falfen off con- 
siderably during the past four or five years. I think they are caught off with too many 
nets and too many fishing for them*. Some have got three gangs of nets, or two or 
three miles, not in our part, but at Bronte. That is what I have been told. I think 
that overfishing would tend towards bringing them down. 

Q. With regard to ciscoes, as to size, is it what it was in former years? — A. 
No ; the size of the ciscoe is now about the size of the herring, and it was the size of 
them in former years. 

Q. Have they not reduced in size at all at the present time? — A. Oh, no. The 
size of the ciscoe at the present time is about the size of the present herring. We 
sometimes get a herring that weighs 2 or 3 pounds, but the general run of ciscoes 
is about the usual size of herring. 

Q. Have they fallen off either in number or size ? — A. No ; I could not say 
about the size, we don't get as many at once now ; in fact, we don't get as many of 
any kind of fish. 

Q. Well, what is your view of the ciscoe, is it a separate species ? — A. Ciscoe is 
a family by itself I should say, it is different from a whitefish and from a herring. 
They are a superior finh to a herring. 

Q. Are they a bettor fish than a herring ? — A. Yes, in a cured state, but they 
are not better when fresh. 
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Q. They cure better on acconnt of being a fatter fiôh ? — A, Yes; much more so 
than a whiteâsh or herring. 

Q. Well, is the herring not put up in the same manner as the ciscoe ? — ^A. Her- 
rings are smoked principally, the biggest part of them, and binng as much in the 
market as ciscocs when ciscoes are not in. Herring are also cured and smoked, and 
are alno sold at the same price in the market as the ciscoes. 

Q. Then the loss of the ciscoe is not so very great if the herring fills up its 
place? — A. Well, they have to take something,. and the herring takes the place of 
the ciscoe largely. 

Q. Where do you catch the ciscoes principally ? — A. From 6 to 18 miles oat in 
the lake, sometimes we go out about 6 or 8 miles, sometimes 10. 

Q. When are they principally caught? — A. Principally from Ist November to 
1st May. 

Q. When do they come along the shore for spawning purposes? — ^A. Ciscoes do 
not go near our Hhore at all, they spawn in deep water. They must spawn in deep 
water as you don't see them on the shores, if they did we would catch them ; they 
act like the herring, which go from thiee to six miles out and spawn on the weedy 
bottom. Our shore is clear sand bottom. That would be something: like the same 
place as the ciscoes spawn, only I think the ciscoes go further out, for we don't catch 
a ciscoe within three miles off shore. 

Q. Which is your most valuable fish here, is it herring or ciscoes? — ^A. We de- 
pend more on herring than any other fish generally for home consumption; some 
are shipped by dealers. 

Q. Now, in former years, when the whitefish and salmon-trout were plentiful, 
were the herring of much account ? — A. No, not much ; we caught them numeroualy. 
We used to handle a good many herring. 

Q. Which do you think was the most valuable fish in Lake Ontai-io formerly? 
— A. Whitefish and salmon-trout; wo used to make no reckoning on herring; still 
we used to catch them ; our main fishing was whitefieh and salmon-trout. 

Q. Do you say that whitefish and salmon-trout are praéiically gone for fishing 
purposes now? — A. Yes, it does not pay for one to foUow it up; salmon-trout and 
whitefish are all gone, and now we have to resort to herring and ciscoes to take 
their place. I have been at it now 33 years, and these last two falls are the best I 
ever put in for herring; our herring gill-nets are 2f and 2^ mesh ; that will catch 
all good-sized herrings, and all small herring will pass through that, and all we 
catch are saleable fish. 

Q. Do you fish with u sail boat or any other boat ? — A. We use a sail boat for 
outside fishing; an open boat for shore fishing. My boat is 22^-foot keel; it is 
manned with two or three men; and the small boats or skiffs are about 16-foot keel, 
and can be used with one or two men. 

Q. How many yards of net can you fish with your 2Lfoot keel boat? — A. Two 
men can handle 2,000 yards ; that would not be too much for a boat ; some use a 
good deal more and carry four men and use double that quantity of net. 

Q. Should there be a limit as to quantity of net used ? — A. Yes, I think some 
boatB should be shortened ; we set a gang of nets and lift one and set out another at 
the same time ; 2,000 yards are kept down all the time by some ; others won't have 
80 much; some will have more; some keep in the lake three gangs, and 2,WW 
yards is what we call a gang ; then they would have out 4i,000 yards. 

Q. Is 2,000 yards sufficient, do 3'ou think, for two men or a boat? — ^A. Yes, I 
should say so; a man may have 10,000 yards if he is fishing at home, but I think 
2,000 is all he can attend to. 

Q. What depth do you have your net, as a rule? — A. About three to four ft«c 
about 25 meshes deep, with about l^inch bar, or 2 J extension measure. 

Q. How long after a not is set out before it is taken up? — A. When set il 
November or December, usually from two to three nights out Generally we leave 
them two nightt<, but sometimes more on account of the weather. They are usually 
taken up every thii-d day if the weather permits. 

Q. If they stay out longer than that what is the consequence ? — A. I have bai 
them out twelve nights, and the fish were still-good. 
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Q. I suppose those caught first would be dead? — ^A. They live quite a while if 
not strau.^led in the net; one-third of them might be dead. Sometimes nets and ash 
are lost altogether. 

Q. Have you lost any of any consequence ? — A. Oh, yes, I have lost whole 
gangs, but not of late; I have lost whole nets, fish and all; we have some very 
severe storms here. As I said before, the herring don't spawn on tbe shore where 
wo catch them, but they go out from two to six miles. They leave the shore about 
the 15th of November; out till the 20th they are gone from the shore. 

Q. What do they come along the shore for ? — A. For to feed ; they keep out- 
side during the spawning time, and October and November are our. two months for 
fishing along the shore ; our herring fishing is done in them two months ; if we are 
deprived of them we might as well quit; in the close season we are deprived of 
quite an item ; in fact, it is the only month we have to fish ; the two months is the 
only two months that we do anything ; I only fish in those months. 

Q. Ciscoes, do you fish them all the year around ? — A. No, in hot weather in 
May, June, July and August they are too oily; we commence in September and fish 
all the year round, except May, June, July, August and September. 

Q. Which is your best month for the ciscoes? — A. December is about as good 
a month as we have ; it is the best month. 

Q. December and January are best fishing for ciscoes ? — A. Yes, I should think 
that would be the best. 

Q. Have you any suggestions to make ? — A. As far as herring is concerned, that 
is all. But I was going to speak about this spearing up here. 

Mr. WiLMOT. — This Commission ha-j no instructions about this spearing busi- 
ness ; other parties will attend to that hereafter ; but do you think spearing should 
be allowed? — A. Yes. 

By Mr, Harris : 

Q. I want to find out about these black bass : do you say they are not fit to use 
in July and August ? — A. They are too soft. 

Q. And is not that the time they are pretty much all caught? — A. Yes, you 
can buy them in ottr market for 2 cents a pound; sometimes we have to hire 
carters to take them away. They are not good ; they are not fit for table. There 
is what we call the big mouth bass and mud bass; those black bass will hardly 
ever catch a spoon ; they keep in weedy bottoms where they catch with the troll- 
ing; it is on a clear bottom these big mouth bass are caught. 

Q. Do you say none of them are good in July and August ? — A. You would 
not eat them, sir ; you would not. You would sooner eat a sucker out of the lake 
water than a bass out of the bay water. 

Q. Are those bass when caught in September or October good fish ? — A. The 
best time is from November up to the month of May; the other months they are 
not so good. 

Q. Then, as a fisherman, do you regard this catching of black bass from the 
15th of June until the middle of August as wasting the fish ? — A. It is really; it is 
not the fishermen who catch them, it is the sports; people who catch them with 
trolling spoon, and sell them for 4 and 4^ cents a pound; I have seen them sold 
for 1 cent a pound. They ought to be protected in these months above all others, 
because they are not fit for use. 

Q. Do they sell readily among the class of people who use these fish when they 
are in a good condition? — A. Yes, in the winter at 10 cents a pound ; in fact I have 
known them 12^ cents a pound. 

Q. Are they a good fish ; and do you regard it as a fish that is well worth 
presei'ving for the public? — A. Yes, but in the summer season they are useless. 

Q. Have you any business connection with Buffalo or the States with your 
fishery ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. And is there no sale for mud fish in Canada? — A. Of course you know 
tbey sell in the States, but we have no connection with them. The local demand here 
is fiuffîcient to take all we have, and more too. 

307 
10c*— 20i 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ontario Fishery Commission. 

Q. How are those black bass to be caught in the autumn ? — A. The only waj 
wo can catch them is with a spear; we can't catch them by net; they won't bite; I 
never caught but one in my life with a hook. Sometimes you catch a little one, 
but no large ones; the big mouih bass will catch with a hook and line, but not the 
mud basB. 

Q. Have you fished for the whitefish and salmon-trout, too, with gill-nets? — A. 
Yes, with gill-netfl and drag-nets, both. 

Q. Have you seen those fish exterminated ? — A. Yes, they are a thing of the 
past. 

Q. Is it yoiir conclusion that they have gone somewhere else? — A. No, I think 
they have gone to market, they have been destroyed, they have been caught off 
with the nets all through the whole lake.- 

Q. What 1 was leading up to was, whether you consider the present rodnction 
in numbers of the ciscoes a** if they were going the same road as the whitefish, just 
a repetition of the others? — A. Yes, sir, I do, and herring is our principal fish; I 
have known herring leave here for a year or two, and very likely ciscoes may do the 
same; ciscoes are falling off. 

Q. Do you fish for ciscoes all winter, from November till May? — A. Yes, when 
weather permits wo fish them about six or seven months, until May. 

Q. Why don't you fish for the ciscoes after that in the summer months? — A. 
We have to go a long ways out and when we would get home they would be spoiled, 
and if we would have to take ice that would not pay, we have to go so far out in the 
summer. 

Q. Do they begin to go on shore in November, the time you begin to fish ? — A. 
They don't go to the shore at all, sir. 

Q. For ciscoes, in how many feet of water do you fish ? — A. About 50 fathoms, 
300 feet, and the nearest we get the ciscoes to the shore is about from 5 to 6 miles, I 
should say, sir, in about 100 feet of water. 

Q. Have you no idea when they spawn? — A. Oh, yes, I have an idea; about 
January is the principal month, but some say they spawn the year round ; more at 
that time of the year than any other. 

Q. Do you think that is the general opinion among the fishermen as to the spawn- 
ing of the ciscoes ? — A. Some of them seem to think that they spawn the year round, 
but I do not, for that is a little too much for me to believe. 



WILLIAM DEPBW sworn :— 
By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. Do you live in Hamilton ? — A. No, sir, on Burlington Beach. I am a fisher- 
man for thirty years, and a Canadian. 

Q. Have "you carried on ciscoe fishing? — A. Yes, sir, ever since I have been 
able, and I fish for all kinds of fish; whitefish and trout, when there are any. I 
fished in Lake Huron at Goderich, and in Lake Erie. 

Q. What kind of nets did you fish with ? — A. Seines and gill-nets, no other kind. 

Q. What is the size of mesh you use to gill fish? — À. Five-inch for salmon- 
trout up to 6 or 7 inches, and for ciscoes, 2f inches, all extension measure, and for 
herring, the same. 

Q. Do you get your nets made that way ? — A. Yes, we get them from Scotland. 
I do not fish with pound-nets as well. 

Q. What size whitefish would pass through a 5-inch mesh? — A. A two-pound 
fish would pass through quite handy, and a 3-inch gill-net would let through a 
pretty good sized fish, a fair marketable whitefish that will weigh about a poaud, 
and it will catch them about a pound to a pound and a half. 

Q. When do you consider your ciscoes are in best condition ? — A. Any time in 
the winter. I never can see any difference in them then. In the summer. May and 
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June, they begin to get soft. They are to be caught in May and June in deep water 
just the same, and bometime» in shallow water, but not very often, from 10 to 15 
miles from our shore and 6 to 8 mlies from the main land. One fall, the only time 
1 ever remember, I caught them within 200 yards of shore. Along in July we 
never catch them near the shore in November. 

Q.'Do the ciscoes frequent the same places and waters that the whiteiish do ? 
• — A. No, they keep out in deep water. They are a deep water fish. 

Q. When do the herrings spawn ? — A. Prom ihe 22nd November to 1st Decem- 
ber, perhaps a little longer. 

Q. And when do you say the ciscoes spawn ? — A. The biggest part of them in 
February. 

Q. Don't you fish for them now, your nets are out now? — A. Yes, at Burlington 
Beach. We expect to take Ihem up to-morrow if we can. 

Q. And you never see spawn in them in November and December? — A. Only 
in November and December. 

Q. And you say the eggs are very plentiful in the boats in January? — A. In 
the laiter part of January, not in the first part; the latter part of January and 
February. 

Q. Therefore, you think that is the principal time for them to spawn? — A. Yes, 
I am pretty suie of it, I have noticed it every year yet. 

Q. And you say you have seen eggs in them in November and December? — A. 
I have seen them in May, but not ripe. 

Q. Well, then, you have seen eggs in them at all times? — A. Yes. 
Q. What do they resemble most, a whitefish or a herring? — A. They resemble 
a whitefish more than a herring; they are a good deal better fish than a herring 
when they are cured. 

Q. You say the herring are better fresh ? — A. Y^es. But the ciscoe is best when 
cured. The ciscoe is a soft fish and don't eat-well fresh at all; they require to be 
salted to make ihem harder and then smoke them. 

Q. How do j'ou compare the ciscoes and herring in size and weight ? — A. Her- 
ring and ci3coes are about the same size. 

Q. Which is the most numerous of the two? — A. Herring are the most numerous 
here. They are both worth about the same price when cured. 

Q. Which brings the most when fresh ? — A. Ciscoes can't be sold in the fresh 
Btate ; they are too soft to keep. 

Q. Take them as they are, which is the most valuable fish, ciscoes or herring ? 
— A. Ciscoes I think would be, but take the herring and the ciscoes as we catch 
them now, the herring is, because they are more numerous; they are more numerous 
than ciscoes now, and because they can be sold fresh and the others can't. 

Q. Are the ciscoes as numerous as they were formerly? — A. No, sir, not nearly 
so numerous. The reason of that is they have been overfished. 

Q. What size mefc>h do you use for them in your nets? — A. Two and one-fourth- 
inch mesh, which is not too large — it is just right. 

Q. Have thoy not been reduced by the size of the net mesh ? — A. No, only by 
overfishing; we catch them the most numerously in December, January and 
February. 

Q. When is their ppawning time? — A. I should say about* Febrjiary ; they do 
spawn some in January, but not to much extent; February is their principal spawn- 
ing month. 

Q. Don't 3'ou think then that fishing at that time must help to reduce them 
yrery much ? — ^A. I don't see why it would not. 

Q. You t^ay you fished for salmon-trout and whitefish in Lake Ontario and they 
were plentiful, when was that? — A. Not over 10 years ago, and they were plentiful 
1 5 years back. * 

Q. Where did you principally catch them? — A. Down towards Winona; just 
this side of Grirasby ; down by the south shore; close in the rocks; along the main 
shore, with gill-nets, and with seines along the beach in July, and with the gill-nets 
along in September, October and November; a few in the summer, but that was the 
hlggost part of the fishing. 
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Q. What were they doing along the shore in November? — A. Spawning; 
whitefish and ealraon-trout spawn in November. 

Q. Have you ever formed any idea of what has become of all the whitefii<h and 
salmon-trout? — A. They were caught out; these fish are actually gone; a few of 
course are left, but nothing like they used to bo. 

Q. Do you say these fish are actually gone at the present lime, so that nobody 
could make anything out of the fishing? — A. Yes, sir, the falling off, I think, is 
caused by overfishing at all times, including the spawning time. 

Q. What size mesh did you fish the gill-nets with? — A. Inch in the centre — 
that did for whitefish and everything, and we would catch young whitefish, too. 

Q. Did you catch the young whitefish numerously ? — A. Oh, yes, by the thou- 
sands, and piled them up on the beach and left them there to spoil, and the pigs ate 
what they wanted of them. 

Q. Do you think that fish during the spawning time should be protected ? — A. 
I think so. 

Q. Do you think the herring spawn in November? — A. Yes, in November, 
about the 20lh November, and ciscoes in January and Februaiy, the latter part of 
January, 

Q. Well, now, if you fish for ciscoes in November, would you catch herring ? — 
A. Yes, certainly ; but I don't think there should be a mouth for close season on the 
herring, 10 or 15 days is plenty; I think it would be plenty; lam quite certain of it. 

Q. If preservation was to be extended to the ciscoe or the herring, or if any 
close season was establibhed, should it be in favour of th*^ herring or the ciscoe? — 
A. Well, I don't know. 

Q. Is the prosei-vation of the herring of greater importance than the ciscoe?— 
A. Well, yes, it is to us; they come closer to the bhoie. The preservation of the 
herring is of more importance to the fishermen than the ciscoe. 

Q. Are you quite sure that the ciscoe spawn in January and February ? — A. 
Perfectly sure of it. The}' spawn more freely then than at any other time. Febru- 
ary is the principal month. 

Q. Have you formed any idea at all about the artificial culture of fish, whether 
it is beneficial or not ? — A. I don't know ; I don't see much benefit from it ; there 
were quite a few more whitefish last summer than the summer before, but I don't 
know whether it was due to that or not. This was along the Bui lington Beach. 

Q. Have the whitefish bien 'planted there from the artificial hatcheries? — A. 
Yes, 1 think so. Whitefish and salmon-trout have been put in these waters for 
some time past, and I think this will no doubt in time render service. 1 don't see 
why it should not. 

Q. What Bort of a boat do you use in fishing? — A. A Mackinaw boat of 22 feet 
keel, and I take three men to ii. and use 2,000 yards of net at a time, or about one 
gang or 2,000, and I use this 2,000 yards of net for catching herring and ciscoes just 
the same. 

Q. In setting your nets in stormy weather, do you meet with many losses? — A. 
No, I have not had any losses for the last throe or four years, but losses do occur 
with nets and fish at stormy times. Sometimes the whole gang is carried away — 
fish and all. 

Q. What is the usual time for taking up your nets? — A. The usual time for 
taking up nets is about three days, if the weather will permit, but frequently it 
runs to five or six nights, sometimes more. 

Q. Now, in this case, what state are the fish in ? — A. They are all right at this 
time of the year. 

Q. But would thet-e fish be all right to sell now ? — A. Yes, just as good as one 
night out; that is, at this sea^on of the year; but it would not do at all in 
summer, they would be all spoiled. 

Q. Can you give us any idea about the bass, do you catch any at all? — A. When 
we are allowed to spear them; in the winter we get mud bass, or black bass as 
we call them, but not a great many. The black bass here are the large month 
bass. 
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Q. What other kind of fish do you epear through the ice ?— A. Pike and a few 
Bunfish and perch. We get do piekeiel, nor maskinongé, nor eels, nor suckers in the 
winter. 

Q. Are the black bass caught here in the summer? — A. Yes, in deep water, 
out in the bay. That is, the small mouth bass; they are caught in the summer, 
with rod and line and troll. The quantity depends on the season ; quite a few 
sometimes. 

Q. What about spearing: the herring through the ice? — A. They don't do that; 
the herring are speared through the bay in the fall here. 

Q. Would you like to suggest anything yourself ? — A. Yes, about the herring. 
I think from the 15th November to the Ist December is plenty long enough for 
close season. 

Q. Would that apply only to the outside in the lake? — A. We have nothing to 
do with the bay ; we are not allowed to fish in the bay. 

Q. But there are herring in the bay, are there not? — A, Oh, yes, there always 
have been. 

Q. Then you mean the herring should be preserved from the 15th November to 
Ist December in the lake? — A. Yes, I think that is plenty long enough. 

Q. What number of boats are there engaged in the cisooe fishing here ? — A. 
There are only four of us engaged in the ciscoe fishing j only two of us are of any 
account. There are only four boats that fish for ciscoes from this place. 

Q. How many would there be engaged in the herring fishery ? — A. Well, I 
can't tell 3'ou ; there are a great many more in that. Yes, four limes as many ; 
about 18, 

Q. What were there in the ciscoe business formerly? — A. About ten or twelve 
boats at one time. All the fishermen here were ciscoe fishermen at one time, but 
they have all dropped out of it and now it is reduced to about four, because they 
find it unprofitable on account of the ciscoes being so scarce. 

Q. Will they run out altogether pretty soon? — A. I don't know. One winter 
we do not catch any, and the next winter they were quite thick. 

By Mr. Harris : ^ 

y. In fishing for ciscoes in November and December, what proportion of the 
catch would be herring ? — A. Sometimes one-third of them. A very considerable 
number of them would be herrings, one-third herrings and two-ihirds ciscoes. 

Q. Would there be other localities at that time where more herring could be 
caught, where herrings would be in greater numbers? — A. Not up hero. Some- 
times we would happen to get them and sometimes we would not. You could not 
depend on them. 

Q. Are black bass caught in July and August? — A. No, not at all, nor are the 
green bass caught in July and August. 

Q. Are they wormy ? — A. I never noticed that. From a fisherman's point of 
view we count catching black bass in July and Aut^ust simply a wasting of the fish. 
They are not fit to eat. 

Q. When do they spawn and watch their young ? — A. Some time in Jane, but 
I don't know how long they guard their young. 

Q. When do you think the close season for black bass ends? — A. The 15th 
June, I think, and that is about right. The close season should begin along in May. 



JONATHAN COREY sworn and examined :— 
By Mr, Wilmot: 

Q. We have certain questions which we ask, or if you would prefer giving some 
statement yourself, do so. In the first place we would like to know your residence 
and calling? — A. Burlington Beach is my residence, and my occupation is as a fisher- 
man for some 25 or 30 years, and I am an Englishman. 
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Q. What kind of fishery have you been engaged in ? — ^A. Mostly in herring, and 
I have canght whitefish and salmon-trout; have fished for pike and bass in the 
winter, and pickerel once in a while, and also get sonae coarse fish, such as sunfish. 

Q. Do you do anything at all in the way of catching ciscoes ? — A. Yes, sir, we 
fish for cii«cot»8. 

Q. Which are the particular places that 'you fish in, what waters ? — A. Lake 
Ontario altogether, off Burlington Beach. 

Q. What kind of nets do you fish with ? — ^A. Gill-nets altogether now, but about 
five years ago I fished with seines. I never use the hoop-nets or pound-nels. 

Q. What size of mesh do you use in your nets? — A. Inch and one-quarter to 
inch and three-eighths, bar measure, that is 2J to 2f mesh extension for herring and 
ciscoes, the same mesh for both, 

Q. In fishing for whitefish and salmon-trout, what mesh did you formerly use ? 
— A. I never fished for them. 

Q. Well, now, at what time of the year do you find the herring and ciscoe in 
best condition for general use? — A. Herring are best at the present time, December 
or any time along in the cold weather, but in the hot weather they are not so good. 

Q. How are they in November? — A. They are all right in ^November, Decem- 
ber and through the winter. 

Q. Does this apply to the ciscoe as well? — A. Yes, the ciscoes are the same. 

Q. Where do you sell your fish ? — A. Mostly in town, here. 

Q. What prices do you generally get for them — what do you get for herring, for 
instance? — A. S 1. 10 and 92 a hundred, and ciscoes the same price. 

Q. When have you found that the herring are in a ripe condition to spawn; 
when do the eggs flow from them most freely? — A. Well, about the middle of Nov- 
ember. ^ 

Q. The ciscoes, when do they spawn? — A. Well, I think about the same; when 
we are catching them they seem to be full of spawn but not ripe enough. I think 
they both spawn some time in November. 

Q. What about bass, have you been catching any bass of any consequence? — 
A. No, not for some time. 

Q. Have you any idea when the bass spawn ? — ^A. No, I don't know exactly; 
in the spring, I think. 

Q. Have you ever taken notice when the catfish or m udcats spawn? — A. In 
April. 

Q. What month do you find the most ruinous to your nets in fishing?— A. 
About the middle of winter and in October, November and December ; it is hard on 
them then. The most loss is in October. 

Q. Now, do you catch any very small fish in your nets that are unsaleable?— A. 
No, sir, all the fish we get we sell. 

Q. Do you know of any fish being thrown away from being too small or spoiled? 
—A. Not from being too small, but some are spoiled. 

Q. What do you think about the law that requires you to take up your nets on 
Saturday night and keep them up till Monday morning? — A. I think that is all 
right. 

Q. What is your idea with regard to having proper close seasons; do yoi 
think it is wise to have good close seasons ? — A. Yes, I think it is right. 

Q. When do you generally put your nets out? — A. We fish all the year round 
if we can, if the weather will let us, except the close seasons. I generally qaii 
about New Year's and Christmas. The winter fishing is intended for ciscoe and herr- . 
ing; we don't catch anything else at that time. 

Q. When do you catch the herring most numerously; when do you find it h&X 
for your fishing? — A. September, or along there, and October and November, 

Q. Is it the same with the ciscoes? — A. Yes, but we have not got many ciscoes 
nowadays, just about the same; we have to go a long ways for them. 

Q. Do 3'ou know of any quantity of bass being caught in any way hero ?— A. 
No, sir, not in the bay, but ihey catch the most right along in the summer time, 
but I don't know what months exactly, with trolls. 
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Q. Who are the parties that generally fish for them? — A. Mostly city people; 
our net fisherraen hardly ever fish for them ; they are caught in the summer time 
when the weather is warm ; they are not good to eat in June and July. 

Q. Is spearing carried on lo any extent here? — ^A. Well, yes, when we ywed to 
spear it was carried on quite a bit; fisherraen used to make a very good living out 
of it; it was carried on pretty largely in the winter through the ice in the bay. 

Q. What otlrer fish do you piincipally catch then ? — A. We catch pike ,and 
bass, sunfish and perch. 

Q. What do you call epeckled bass ; what are they like? — A. Like black bass, 
only not so large ; the black bass will go to five, six and seven pounds each ; pike 
run a pretty good size, from twenty pounds down to five, six and seven, all sizes 
between that; the speckled bass ran about a pound and larger, I guess. 

Q. Now, what are those bans worth in the market in the winter when they are 
in superior condition ? — A. Well, irom five, six and seven cents ; the average market 
price for bass and pike is about ^ix cents. 

Q. By whom ao you say these tish are caught principally? — A. By all, by city 
persons and fishermen. 

Q. What sort of a building do they fish in through the ice? — A. Just a small 
house, from five to six feet square, placed on runners or wheels and some on sleighs ; 
they have a sort of bunk and a stove in it, all covered in, dark, no light let in ; a hole 
is cut through the ice a couple of feet across or more. 

Q. How do you entice the fish to the hole ? — A. By a wooden decoy fish, when 
they are caught with a spear. 

Q. Have you any particular kind of spear? — ^A. Most of them have seven 
prongs. 

Q. Some of the fish are lost sometimes ? — A. A few will escape from the spear, 
some of them are cut up pretty well with the spear. 

Q. When you sell them do they reduce the price when they are cut up much ? 
— A. No, sir, they are never cut up enough for that. 

Q. In what months is the spearing done most? — A. Well, I could hardly say — 
whenever it freezes up ; some years it is later freezing up ; it is done during the winter 
when the ice is good, usually in January or February, and up to March. 

Q. What would be the usual catch ot a man per day in the winter season? — A. 
Well, he might get five or six pike, and the same of bass, and perhaps more than 
that, 

Q. Take a season through, what will a man catch, what quantity? — A. Well, I 
could hardly say. 

Q. How mapy actual fishermen do you suppose are engaged in this work in the 
winter; I don't mean the town people? — A. About 12 or 14, I suppose, real fisher- 
men. 

Q. How man}'^ houses may there be on the bay at a time in the winter? — A. A 
couple of hundred or more. The rest of the fishing beyond the 12 or 14 fishermen 
is done by the townspeople and farmers around. 

Q. Are you one of the members of what they call the Spearmen's Club ? — A. 
No, sir, that is some kind of a club that is got up for spearing, I suppose. 

Q. Have you heard about this artificial breeding of fish--do you think it is a 
good thing to have done? — A. Well, I don't know much about it; I don't see any 
difference since it has been started ; I haven't seen any of the fish. 

Q. Has there not been a few more salmon-trout and whitefish caught here than 
formerly? — A. Well, there has been a few more whitefish, but not much more 
Bal mon-trout caught during the last two or three years. More last year than the 
year before, but still some five or six years ago there was far more caught than now. 
There were more than usual caught last year. 

Q. Don't you think that is a pretty good sign that there is more now. Do you 
know whether there has been a lot of young whitefish put here in the lake and bay ? — 
A. Well, I don't know whether they were whitefish or not, but a lot of young fry 
from the hatcheries were planted here during the past years, and there were some 
put in this last summer. 
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Q. Which do you call the most valuable finh for your purposes as fishermen at 
Burlington Beach ? — A. Well, if there wer« whitefish and trout, they would be the 
most valuable fish. 

Q. As it is at present, which are the most valuable? — A. Herring — the ciscoe 
and herring are the most valuable, we can catch the most of them. 

Q. Which of those two are the most valuable?— A. Well, the ciecoes sell more 
freely than the herring; thoy seem to take the best in our city and around other 
places, they both bring the same price, but still the ciscoe is the best fish. 

Q. Which is consideied the best fresh, herring or ciscoe ? — A. Herring are best 
as a fresh fihh, better than the ciscoe. The ciscoes are best salted and smoked, yet 
they both bring ihe same price, and are just about the same si^-e; some ciscoes run 
large like our large herring. 

Q. Are the herring more plentifully caught than the ciscoes ? — A. Yes, sir, and 
these two fish are the dependence of the fishermen here principally. • 

Q. Under these circumstances, don't you think they should be maintained and 
preserved as much as possible? — A. Yes, same as whitefish and trout. I mean by 
that by having a proper close season, same as salmon-trout and whitefish ; but the 
whole month of November is a little too long — 12 and 15 days is long enough. 

Q. Do you think then from 12 to 15 days will be enough for them to spawn in? 
— A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, which of the kind of fish that you have been engaged in catching 
have fallen off most ? — A. Whitefish and trout have fallen ofl" mo^t ; they are about 
done. When I was about 15 and 16 I could catch any amount of fish, from 500 to 
600 at a haul with a seine ; that was of^ Burlington Beach. Now you can haul, and 
if you get 40 to 50 at a haul, you think you are n;aking big fishing. 

Q. What time of the year was it you caught this 500 or 600 at a haul ? — A. 
That would be about May or along there; they used to fish them days with 1-inch 
mesh in the bai-, or 2-inch extension; large and small were taken; the small 
were so numerous we had to throw them away; have seen 300 or 400 small fish 
thrown away. The small ones were bo numerous they were thrown away in piles 
on the beach. That would be from 20 to 30 years a^o. 

Q. And now do you say, comparatively speaking, there are none? — A. Ever 
since they put in the 2-inch bar mesh thoy catch none of these small fish at all. 

Q. The meshes at present, what size are they? — A. Four inch extension: 2- 
inch bar; thej- don't catch any small fish, nothing unless what we c*n soil. Thtiii'e 
may be some small ones. 

Q. What do you think is the cause of this falling off of the whitefish at the 
present time? — A. Well, I could not say whether they have been caught off or 
whether they have gone to other parts of the lake. 

Q. Do you think the falling off may have been caused by overfishing ? — ^A. 
Well, I think with the whitefish it was, and catching in spawning time, overfishing 
and killing too many small fish. 

Q. What sort of boat do you fish with ? — A. My boat is 24-foot keel and 10-foot 
beam, and worked with two to three men, using about 2,500 yards of gijl-net. 

Q. Would you have that much in the water all the while ? — A. No, sir. We 
had about half in the water all the time. We would lift one gang and set another at 
the same time. . 

Q. When fishermen use too much net and get too many fish, are they not 
wasted ? — A. Yes, when they set so much they can't get rid of the fish they lift. 
From 15 to 20 pounds is enough for any man to set out. I think that 1,500 to 2,000 
yards is quite enough for one bout to fish. A boat could fish 3,000 yards, but some 
fish might be spoiled and it would not be as profitable. A great many fish would 
spoil before they got them out of the net. 

Q. Are many fish lost by the nets drifting away in storms ? — A. Yes, sir, there 
must be quite a lot. We lose often quite a few. Quite a lot of fish are lost, nets 
and all, along in January and February, and I have lost two gangs, about 2,000 
yards of net, fish and all. 

Q. How long do the fish remain sound in the net in good weather ? — A. They 
will remain in the net about six or seven days good, that is in cold weather. In 
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warm weather they won't remain there long. They would spoil at once in the 
summer if left out two or three nights, but our nets have been left out 12 to 14 
nights in the winter time and fish would be good then. If the fish are in too long 
they swell up, and when they get swelled up they are not so good. 

Q. Now, have you any suggestions to make yourself that you would like to put 
down with regard to your fishery ? — A. I don't know as I have. I have embodied 
all that in what I have answered. 

By Mr, Harris : 

Q. What do you regard as the best fishing month? — ^A. November and Decem- 
ber, that is, for quantity. 

Q. When did you first hear the ciscoe spoken of as a good fish ? — A. Thirty- 
three or thirty-four years ago. 

Q. Was it shortly after the whitefish pUyed out? — A. A long while before the 
whitetish played out. My father was about the first one who caught oiscoes ; he was 
fijahing for whitefish and trout then, and he used to get these ciscoes in the whitefish 
nets. 

Q. About how many more herrings than ciscoes do you catch now? — A. Con- 
siderabl}' more herring than ciscoes; herring are twice as" numerous as ciscoes. 

Q. Have you seen the whitefish and trout fished out, and do you think the cis- 
coes aie going the same roiui ? — A. Well, there are plenty ciscoes, but we have to go out 
further for them, and I can't say whether the ciscoes will play out like the whitefish 
and salmon. 

Q. How often do you lift your gill-nets ? — A. Lift them at from three to four 
nights out, that is if it is not too rough. 

Q. Do you know anything about the Port D:ilhousie fishery at all? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Have you ever been any tug fishing done? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Are you whollj'' employed in fishing? — A. Yes, sir, and no other occupation. 

Q. Do you fish during the summer months, that is, July and August ? — A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. Have you an icehouse? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you a single or double gill-net? — A. Double. 

Q. Are the black bass good for food in August? — A. No; hardly good then, 
but first-rate fish in Septebmer, October and November. 

Q. Do you think they should be supplied to the public as food before Septem- 
ber?— A. No, sir, I don't think they should ; the water is too warm in our bay here 
to get good fish before September. 

Q. Are these fish houses run, as a rule, for profit or for sport, that is, the fishing 
through the ice? — A. Well, the fishermen are fishing for profit; they fish to make 
a living. The proportion of fishermen's houses will be about 12 or 14 and the rest 
are town people or farmers. 

Q. Have you a good opportunity of kno\^ing the facts about spearing on the 
bay ? — A. Well, I have speared on the bay and used to make a very good living in 
the winter time; got from 5 cents to 6 cents a pound for the fish. 

Q. Did city people ever go down and offer you money to be allowed to spear 
for half an hour or so? — A. No, sir; but some of them troll in the summer and then 
throw away the fish. 

Q. Do you say that winter fishing is now stopped, but the city people catch 
these fish trolling in the summer ? — A. Y'cs, sir, and they throw them away; some 
are put on the market, but most of them are thrown away. 

Q. Then you think there should be no trolling fur bass until September ? — A. 
Yes, sir; :io fishing for bass or pike should be allowed until September. Then the 
fish are £^ood until March. 

Q. What months in the year do the fishermen generally spear on the bay ? — A. 
Just as soon as the ice gets hard. That would be about January. 

Q. When you spoke of a 2-inch mesh in your evidence, do j'ou mean bar or ex- 
tension? — A. Extension all the time. In whitefish I mean 2-inch bar. 
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JOHN DAVIS 8worn :— 
By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. Are you a resident of Hamilton ? — A. Yes, sir, and a fish dealer for some 38 
years, and ray nationality is English. 

Q. What kind of fishery have you carried on, what description offish have you 
been dealing with?— A. Every kind of tish, including salmon-trout, whilefisb, 
herring, pickerel, bass and all other coarse fish, and ciscoes. 

Q. Have your transactions covered the waters of Lakes Ontario, Erie, Huron 
and Georgian Bay? — A. Yes, sir, and now we are getting fish from Lake Superior, 
and some from Manitoba in the winter. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the description of nets that these fi^h are caught 
with, or is that in 3'our line at all? — A. Not a great deal in my line, but I think 
their mesh is too small, altogether too small. Why, these fish are getting down low 
in Lake Superior, where the fish are abundant; they send us down small fish. 

Q. Then do you conclude the mesh is too small on account of the small fish 
brought on the market ? — A. Yes. 

Q. With your experience, when do you think fish are in their best condition; 
we will take, for instance, the salmon-trout — when are they in best condition for 
table use? — A. Well, they start anywhere in the beginning of the year, from the 
spring until the middle of October, or 1st October it you like, because as quick as 
they Begin to get full of spawn they get soft and flabby, and that is my experience 
with regard to the whitefish also. 

Q. What is 3'our experience about the base — when do you think they are in 
best condition for consumption? — A. Just right through the winter; bass and pike 
too; on till about March or so, and pickerel come in the same list. We can use 
them most amy time except their spawning time. 

Q. What about these ciscoes, when ai e they at best ? — A. Ciscoes are good at 
most any time; I hardly know when their spawning time is, for mv part; they are 
getting played out — fished out. 

Q. Do I understand you that at present ciscoes are only salted, cured aud 
smoked? — A. Tes, they are so small and soft, there is no use trying them frosh. 

Q. Do you ever have any sturgeon ? — A. I don't handle them much. 

Q. Are youi sales principally for home market, or American market? — A. My 
sales are all home market — all for home consumption. 

Q. Could you in a rough way state the probable amount of sales in a year that 
you make? — A. I suppose I sell about 30,000 pounds a week, take the year through, 
sometimes more. 

Q. Do 3'ou extend your market as far as Montreal? — A. No; sometimes to 
London, Brantford and Paris ; the market is almost a home one for this part of 
Ontario. 

Q. Would you object to tell what the average price of the fish may be — would 
you place salmon-trout and whitefish in the same li-^t ? — A. Certainly, just about the 
same money, and worth about 8 cents retail. 

Q. When you come down to bass, and fish of that kind, would you call those 
under the heading of coarse fish ? — A. Yes, bass and pickerel, and pike,sunfiBh and 
rough fish, are worth about 4 cents a pound. 

Q. What about herring and ciscoes? — A. They sell by the hundred; they 
average about $1 a hundred, from Lake Ontario; and from Lake Erie and Huron, 
$1.50, because they are so much larger. The ciscoes are more particularly caught 
in Lake Ontario, and are worth the same as the herring. 

Q. Have you taken any particular notice, in your experience, about when these 
difterent kinds of fish are ripest for spawning ; take, for instance, the salmon-trout 
and whitefish, are they the same time spawning? — A. 1 don't think there is much 
difference at all. They spawn principally in the latter part of October and all 
through November. 

Q. What about bass, do you know when they spawn particularly ? — A. Not 
much about them, but 1 think along about April, I should judge, or May. 
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Q. With regard to your herring, will herring and ciscoes spawn about the same 
time ? — A. I could not lell you; about ciscoes, they are brought in cleaned, but her- 
ring, T think, spawn about November as a general thing. 

Q. Do you do anything in the catfish line at all? — A. No, sir. 

Q. There is rather an important question about immature fish; do you say you 
deal largely in these fish, whore from ? — A. Lake Huron and Luke Superior, 
Georgian Bay; that is all from the west; that is where we get^the principal fish 
from now; we get nothing from the east. 

Q. Do you find great numbers of what you call small, immature fish sent to 
you? — A. Sometimes quite a number are shipped to us; they consist of small 
salmon-trout chiefly, and small whitefish, and these small salmon-trout are unsale- 
able to a certain extent ; they don't command as high a price as the large ones; 
less than a' three-pound salmon-trout is not wanted ; a three-pound sal mon- trout 
should not be caught. 

Q. What do you say about the bize of whitefish ? — A. Whitefish run a little 
smaller; you can go down to two pounds for whitefish, and under that should not 
be caught. 

Q. Do you say this in the interests of the fishermen and dealers and all con- 
cerned ? — A. Yes, sir. Whitefish two pounds and under should not be caught or sold. 

Q. Where do you principally get these small fish from? — A. Prom all ov^r 
pretty much, Georgian Bay, from all the western fisheries, from the fisheries in 
Lakes Huron, Superior and Georgian Bay. 

Q. And are they principally sent in the summer months? — A. Yes, sir, in 
June and July. 

Q. Now, what would you say in your view would be a remedj»' to prevent this 
excessive catching of the small fish ? — A. Well, I can't see any remedy except hav- 
ing a larger mesh ; that is all I know, by establishing a larger mesh both in gill- 
nets and pound-nets. 

Q. what is your idea if this is not done, what will be the result? — A. The fish 
will play out; nobody will be able to live in the fishing line; I mean by that, that 
both the business with the dealers and the fishermen will become so very much 
lessened. 

Q. Did you say that during your experience of 30 years Lake Ontario has been 
depleted almost entirely offish ? — A. Yes; 30 yeai*s ago you could not put a net in 
the wrong place to catch fish, and now you can't put one in the right place to get 
fish. Fish were very numerous formerly in Lake Ontario, principally salmon-trout 
and whitefish. 

Q. Salmon-trout and whitefish, you say, were -numerous inLiike Ontario; could 
you give us any idea of what quantities were taken, or where they were taken ? — A. 
Anywhere on the south shore, and on the north shore down as far as Cobourg; to 
my knowledge there was an abundance of fish on either shore, all along the beach. 

Q. Could you give any sort of idea of what you would call abundance iu the 
way of catches? — A. Well, no, 1 never kept account. 

Q. What is the state of the whitefish and salmon-trout now ? — A. There are 
uone, not worth speaking of. 

Q. What is your idea why they have fallen of? — A. I can't tell you that. 

Q. Well, have you not formed in your own mind some idea how it is these fish 
have fallen off in Lake Ontario? — A. Well, I don't know, I am sure; overfishing, I 
think, and killing the young and immature fishes — ^killing the young fry. 

Q. And catching them in the spawning season ? — A. But that was a long time 
ago, and that has brought about this result now. 

Q. Do I understand you to say that if the same reckless system is pursued in 
the western lakes there would be the same result ? — A. Oh, yes, it is getting that 
way every day; the cause is overfishing,* killing the young fry and catching 
them during the spawning time ; this will bring about the same result in western 
waters, and it is being felt in many of them already, 

Q. What is the price of fish now to what it was formerly ? — A. It is double 
to what it was 20 or 25 years ago, but a good deal of them is shipped on to the 
American markets. It is now double the price, brought about by the greater demand 
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and the scarcity of ash. A. I don't know that the demand here is so mach 
greater; but the price is so high the poorer class can't bay them ; when they get 
up to 8 and 10 cents per pound, poor people can't use them. 

Q. Bo you state that the views you have given here are merely in the interests 
of the industry and of fishermen; but not from any desire to make any special 
restrictions, but in the general interests of the industry ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What are your views with regard to proper regulations and for close seasons 
to protect the fish ? Bo you think it is necessary to have close seasons and that 
they are desirable ? — A. Oh, yes, I think that close seasons are desirable to protect 
fish at their spawning times ; the fish are not good any way at that time and shoaid 
not be caught then, for it not only prevents their reproduction, but because the fish 
are not in a proper state for food at that time. The- people don't want fish then, they 
are too soft. 

Q. Is that what your customers say : Bon't give us fish at the spawning time ?— 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Bo you know if winter fishing or spearing is carried on to any extent here? 
— A. Only a little spearing. Ther,e is nothing else that will pay, but it is amuse- 
ment for them more than anything else ; those who have nothing else to do. 

Q. Then you think spearing is carried on in the winter more as an amusement, 
as it will not pay ? — A. They don't get enough to make wages out of it, that is what 
I mean. As far as the sales go, it don't amount to much ; not in this bay. 

Q. What kind of fish do they catch spearing? — A. Principally pike and bass ; 
there used to be any amount of pickerel here, but they are not here now ; they are 
gone like the rest of them. 

Q. Bo you say there was at one time plenty of pickerel, but are all gone now ? 
— A. Yes. 

Q. Bid salmon-trout and whitefish at one time frequent this bay? — ^A. Not to 
any extent. 

Q. Bid herring and ciscoe formerly frequent this bay? — A. Herring in any 
quantity, but not ciscoes. 

Q. Bo you know of any bass fishing carried on here to any extent, by iroUing 
or otherwise? — A. In the summer time a little, not much, principally by the town 
people, not by dealers at all; there are quite a few pike caught in the summer time, 
trolling. 

Q. Have you formed any estimate, in your reading or practical knowledge, aboat 
the artificial culture offish; is it desirable or otherwise? — A. The hatching of fifh, 
oh, yes, I think it is a good thing ; I don't know where the fish go to just the same. 

Q. Is it a fact that more whitefish and salmon-trout have been caught here this 
last year or two than usual ? — A. No, I don't think so. Some of the fishermen say 
they have caught more than usual, they may a little, but the numbers are veiy 
small and the fish also, if they are caught. 

Q. What do you consider the most valuable fish in the waters here ? — A. The 
whitefish first; next, salmon-trout; next, pickerel; next, bass. 

Q. Would herring and ciscoes come in ? — A. I guess so, and also some coarse 
fish. 

Q. Are the fish that have fallen off most whitefish and salmon-trout ? — A. Ye*, 
air; 20 to 30 yeai-s ago we got 10,000 to 15,000 pounds of salmon-trout. That was at 
Port Credit. 

Q. And now what is the consequence, what is the catch now ? — A. I have not 
had a fish for five years from there, but they might catch a few and send them to 
Toronto ; they can get better prices there; but the catch don't amount to anything. 

Q. What is the position or the ciscoes here now ; are ciscoes decreasing, or ha?c 
they decreased ? — A. They are decreasing in numbers and size greatly. 

Q. And do I uudeistand that the ciscoe and the herring are about the same 
value? — ^A. Per hundred, yes ; that is the herring they catch hereon the beach; 
worth about $1 a hundred, both of them, and that has always been the cause, 
about the same value, not much difl'erence. 

Q. What do you attribute the falling off of the ciscoe to ? — A. I don't know, un- 
less it is the amount of net that is put in and overfishing, I suppose. I don't know 
anything else. 
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Q. Did all the fishermen engage in ciscoe fishinghere a few years ago ; there 
seems only a few engaged in ciscoe fishing now ? — A. There are a good many here 
now. 

Q. Is there no other fishing of any account carried on here except ciscoe and 
herring ? — A. Fishing of all kinds except ciscoe and herring has really become out of 
date. 

Q. How are the fish «hipped to you generally from other places ? — A. In bar- 
rels and boxes. They are generally frozen. Fish received by us from the Upper 
Lakes are generally pa<;ked in ice until the close season commenced, and then they 
take some out of the freezers and send them over. 

Q. You say you don't know anything much about the nets; the only opinion 
you express to prevent the small fish coming into the market so numerously* 
would be to have larger mesh nets? — A. Yes, the proportion of these small fish 
generally in the receipts by me are pretty considerable; they run as low as one-half 
pound, both trout and whitefish. 

Q. Bo you have to give them away or sell them for lower prices? — A. A good 
many of them don*t go for anything; they are unfit for sale when they come here; 
the big fish mash the little fish, and wo need a spoon to take them out of the barrel : 
they are unfit for use when they get here, they get so mashed up in the ice boxes. 

Q. Now,* would you like to make any suggestions of your own with regard to 
any matters relating to the fisheries that would be conducive to the good of the 
fishing industry generally ? — A. I don't know, unless you make a proper size mesh 
for nets and a right close season ; I don't know anything else to say about it. 

Q. Now, will this cover your views: to prevent this destruction and to maintain \ 
the fisheries, that proper sized meshes should be established, and that close seasons 
should be made to protect the fish at their spawning times? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you formed any preference in your business between fish taken in gill- 
netH and pound-nets? — A. Well, I can't tell much about that. 

Q. You say the gill-net catches the fish by the gills, and he dies in the water, 
and the pound-net is supposed to keep them alive until they are taken out of the 
water ? — A. Well, I hold to the pound-net; there are a great many fish destroyed 
in the gill-nets, and then these fish are not fit for food that have been lying in those 
gill- nets for four or five days, whether they are herring or whitefish, or anything 
else; and I say that spearing should be done here in the bay, because it is the only 
season fish is any good in the bay. 

By Mr, Harris : 

Q. Where does the greatest quantity of small fish come from ? — A. I could not 
exactly tell you that; they come from Collingwood and Wiarton. 

Q. Is it likely these small fi^h are the fish that the dealers at Collingwood con- 
sider unmarketable in American ports and therefore ship them here ? — A. I don't 
know; they catch a tremendous \o\ of small fish in Southampton, and they must 
have small mesh nets. 

Q. Do you think it is worth while to preserve the black bass? — A. Yes, they 
are a good fish ; any month after 1st July, and then on again till 1st March. 

Q. Are there perch in the bay here? — A. Very few now ; there used to be 
considerable caught in the herring nets formerly. 

Q. Do you ever buy any blue pickerel? — A. Oh, yes. I first began to know 
that fish 30 years ago; there used to be lots here; they called them then only 
pickerel. 

Q. Do you look upon them as an entirely different fish from the wall-eyed 
pike? — A. Oh, yes; I never saw any large ones; they were caught in the lake 
and the bay as long as 30 years ago. I think the pike did away with them. 

Q. There are a great many in Lake Erie, is there not ?— A. Yes. The usual 
size of the blue pickerel here is about 2 pounds. They are a marketable, very 
sweet fish, worth about 6 cents a pound, and keep well. 

Q. You regard it as a very good marketable fish ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Do you say the yellow pickerel are gone from here ?— A. Yes, and the blue 
pickerel, too. 

319 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ontario Fishery Commission. 

Q. Are your caBtomers as a rule quite ignorant of the habits and oonditioDs of 
fish? — A. Oh, I think so, and*they depend on the dealer. As a rule, they don't 
know anything about when they spawn or are fit for use. And the reputation the 
dealer has for supplying good ash is better than his capital. 

Q. Do you think it is the duty of the Fishery Department to make regulations 
to prevent the public from getting fish out of season ? — A. Certainly, and everybody 
will be the better for it in the long run. 

Q. Has the curing and tsmoking of the ciscoe tended to make the demand for 
cui'ed herring gieater ? — A. No, I don't think so. Ciscoee are preferred salted to 
herring. The ciscoe trade has fallen off very much, but it might not fall off if we 
could get them. 

Q. Do you think it possible to make any improvement in the curing of the 
herring and smoking of thera ? — A, No, I don't think so; I think there is only one 
way to do them, and that is the way they have now. 

Q. Do you think the ciscoe is distinct from the herring or whitefish ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know anything about the salmon-trout caught up in Lake Huron? 
— A. That is just the trout, not the salmon. 

Q. Don't you know the salmon is a distinct fish from the salmon-trout and 
were caught at Bondhead, Newcastle and Cobourg, in Lake Ontario? — A. Yes; 
they were caught in the early spring months. 

Q. What quality offish did you call them, a No. 1 ? — A. They did not run very 
large, from 5 to 15 pounds, they resembled the salmon of the sea, but they were a 
lighter colour; readily sought for; in great demand; but there are none whatever 
to be had now. 



FKEDERICK COREY sworn :— 

By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. Where is your residence? — A. Burlington Beach; my occupation i»'a 
fisherman of 60 yeare, and I am a Canadian. ( 

Q. What sort of fishery have you been engaged in? — A. Whitefish, trout, her- 
ring, ciscoes, bass and pike, and other coarse fish, suckers and pickerel. 

■Q. Where have you fished for these principally? — A. Well, in Burlington Bay 
for the rough fish, but we are deprived of that now. 

Q. Do you fish in Lake Ontario, too? — A. Oh, yes, and in Lake Erie, and a 
short time on the peninsula in Lake Huron, at Stokes' Bay. 

Q. What kind of nets have you been using ? — A. Draw-nets, or seine-nets in 
former years, not lately, 

Q. What is the size of the mesh you use in your gill-nets? — A. Four-inch 
extension for catching whitefish. 

Q. What do you use for catching salmon-trout? — A. Well, I haven't fished for 
salmon-trout for a good while; we used to fish with hooks and night lines for 
salmon-trout; we set them down at Port Credit on the rocks. 

Q. What did you use for ciscoe and herring ? — A. Two and three-eighths inch 
extension mesh. 

Q. And for your coarse fish that you fished for, such as bass, pike and pickerel? 
— A. Wo catch them with the draw-net or seine, same as whitefish net; we used lo 
catch thousands of them ; we used to catch 1,000 pickerel in one day, in 1840, in 
the bîiy, but there are none now, only a few sand pickerel, but I don't fish for them. 

Q. What sort of a net do you fish with in Lake Huron ? — A. Gill-nets with 
meshes 5^ and 6 inches foi" trout; for herring 2^inch, both extension measure. 

Q. When do you consider the salmon-trout as being in the best condition daring 
the year? — A. All seasons of the year, except from Ist October to 1st November. 
October is their spawning season. 
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Q. What about the whitefish, sir ; what time do you thiuk they ai*e ia beat 
coaditioQ ? — A*. I think through the summer season, from May till July, and at 
spawning time not so good. 

Q. When have you found the pickerel to be best ? — A. Well, I never had much 
experience in them, though we used to catch them in thousands in the springs- 
spawning time — about the last of March or middle of April. Pickerel were always 
caught at the spawning season in the bay dun ng that time, and it will also apply to 
bass, as that is the time of the year to catch them, and that is the time we catch 
pike also. 

Q. What about the ciscoe? — A. Well, the ciscoe we catch them in the winter 
season ; we commence about now for the ciscous. We consider they are best for 
curing purposes just about now ; they are best from October out, and that is the 
only time we catch them. The ciscoe ûsh are always cured, not used fresh. 

Q. Do you ever deal in the catfish line at all? — A. Well, we used tocaich them 
in thousands. We get about a dollar for them a hundred. There are no catfish 
caught here now of any consequence. 

Q. Where do you generally market your fish ? — ^A. In Hamilton, all here, to 
Bizon Bros., who market them in Canada principally, as the market value of the 
fish is about the same here as in the United States, generally speaking. 

Q. Do you get any whitefish now ? — ^A. Yos, we get whitefish and we get 6 
cents a pound wholesale. 

Q. Do you think you are catching some of them now from those planted from 
the hatchery ? — A. Yes, sir, and their size will be from 2 to 5 pounds. Wo catch 
them starting about the latter part of May to 15th July, in seines with 4-inch mesh, 
along the shore at Burlington Beach. 

Q. Are other people catching them there besides youi-self ?— A. Only one 
other man ; more fishing for whitefish with the seines. 

Q. Now, when you are in the habit of catching salmon-trout, when do you 
coiâSider they are ripest for laying their eggs ? — A. They commence about the Ist 
October and finish about the last of it. I don't think they spawn much in Novem- 
ber, there may be an odd one, but not many. 

Q. What about whitefish, sir, spawning? — ^A. Thev commence about the 20th 
November and finish about 10th December. I think this is the same in Huron as 
liere and in all fresh water lakes. 

Q. Have you any idea when the bass spawn ? — A. Yes ; they make their beds 
about the 20th May and spawn about the 1st June. They watch their young until 
they come out of the bed. 

Q. What about herring spawning? — A. They spawn about the same time as 
whitefish, 20th November to 10th December. 

Q. What about the ciscoe's time of spawning? — ^A. Giscoes commence later, 
about the last of this month, December, and spawn on till April. 

Q. Have you taken any notice when pickerel spawn ? — A. Yes, about the last 
March or 1st April ; only ten days. 

Q. Do you know anything about the catfish spawning time ? — A. Yes; when 
they spawn, they make their holes in the latter end of May and spawn in June and 
the young ones run along with them until they get a couple of inches long before 
they leave them ; this will be about the last of July before they leave them. 

Q. Now, with your experience of fishing, what about the loss of your nets; 
when do storms afiect you most ? — A. In the months of October, November and 
December, and we have lost them all through the winter with the ciscoe fishing. 

Q. Have you lost to any ex tent? — ^A. Oh, yes, we have lost all our nets some- 
times at once. These losses are great at times, losing nets and fish together. Our 
farmers along these shores injure us a good deal by throwing apple brush and grape 
trimmings in the water. 

Q. Now, with regai-d to the small and immature fish, I want you to go back to 
the time when you caught salmon-trout and whitefish; were there many of these 
small fish destroyed then by being brought to shore? — ^A. Yes, young whitefish. 
There was no law to prohibit us fishing with any sized mesh, and we did not know 
the harm we were doing catching small fish, and we caught many thousands that 
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we ue^er used. Theso thousands were unfit for use. We let them lie on the beach. 
I aoi speaking of 50 years ago. The size of the little whitefish we threw away would 
not weigh over a quarter of a pound, some half a pound. 

Q. What would be the average size of the parent fish in those days? — A. The 
size of the mature fish would run up to 4 pounds. 

Q. Where did you sell them? — A. In Hamilton we got for our whitefish in 
those days about S3 a hundred fish, and we peddled them through the country in the 
back townships, too. They sold at the same rate. 

Q. With regard to this law about Sunday close time, how would that affect yon ? 
— A. I will just toll you how. There were quite a few of these summer residents 
on the beach, and they would come every night and want me to have one more try 
of the seine. 

Q. With regard to a seine the law does not now affect you at all ? — A. We are 
not allowed to fish at all on Saturday evening', nor on Sunday, or until early Monday 
morning. . 

Q. How would the Sunday close time affect you with regard to gill-nets ? — A. 
If we had to lift them on Saturday night that would affect us, they are so far out. 
We could not lift our gill-nets to comply with the law without suffering great loss. 

Q. What is your view with regara to close seasons for the protection of fish? — 
A. I think it would do to have close seasons if we could get them just the right 
time. 

Q. How^early do you begin to set your gill-nets in the spring, and seine-nets 
also? -A. I don't commence with seines until the laet of May; the gill-nets we 
commence earlier in the npring and keep on till June or the latter end of May. 
Then we don't set them down again until the 1st October or latter end of September, 
and fish on during the winter. 

Q. Your winter fishing consists of catching what? — A. Giscoes, and a few 
common herring, but ciscoes principally in the gill-nets out in the lake from 5 to 20 
miles. 

Q. What is the state of the ciscoe fishing now to what it was fi>ome few years 
ago? — A. Very few caught just now; very little caught this fall ^o far; this is 
about the time though they commence; there was very little caught last fail; very 
few caught last fall and so far none this fall. 

Q. What might you have caught in former years? — A. Ciscoes; we used to get 
from 200 to 300 with a pound of thread, that is 800 feet of net ; I have known §00 
and 900 to be caught in 100 yai*ds of net. Well, we have not set our nets yet, but 
of late years they have fallen off very much ; if we get 50 to a net we do well to the 
100 yards. 

Q. What do you think was the cause of this falling off? — A. I think they have 
been caught off; too largely caught, with too much net and too much fishing. I 
don't think the size of the mesh would have anything to do with getting the fish 
away too fast, but catching them in the spawning time would have the effect of 
reducing them. 

Q. Do the herring hold out as well as over? — A. They have been pretty good 
this fall ; herring hold out pretty well. 

Q. Yon spoke of catching saImon«trout in former days with hooks and after- 
wards with gill-nets, what do you say about them, are they in here now at all ?— 
A. Well, not to make much of a business of, not worth while fishing for; formerly 
I have seen 250 caught from 300 hooka set out' ; the size of those salmon-trout would 
be generally from six to twenty pounds each. 

Q. Were these salmon-trout caught all along the lake at that time? — A. Yes, sir, 
all the year round ; they were caught during the whole fishing season with hooks 
set out in the lake; they were not caught in those days with gill-nets; the fii'Ht gill- 
nets we used was in 1853; gill-nets were introduced in 1853 for whitefish and 
salmon-trout. There was not a large business done catching with gill-nets at that 
time ; there was just the farmers who introduced them. 

Q. The farmers used these nets, did they, and what would they catch with 
their nets ? — A. They bad about i^inch mesh and they caught whitefish, and good 
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BiEed ones, too; they caught lots of whitefish ; they did not catch salmon-trout at 
this time. 

Q. When were those whitefish caught, about what time of the y ear? — A. About 
the 20th November on the rocks when they were spawning. 

Q. Is this all done away with now ? — A. Nothing of the kind is done ; the fish 
are all gone, and this applies to salmon-trout also. 

Q. Is there any bass fishing done here of any consequence ? — A. Nothing only 
just in the bay. We used to catch a few through the ice. The fishermen never get 
any only through the winter. 

Q. The actual fishermen, do you mean ? — A. Yes, sir; there are not many, just 
those on Burlington Beach. There would not be over 20 or 25, 20 probably. Of 
course there was no great profit in it, and it ,was sport as well as gain. The rest of 
the fishing is done by town people here, who fish m the winter, also in the summer 
by trolling. 

Q. Have you taken any observations with regard to artificial breeding ; do you 
think it has done any service ? — A. I think that is the only way to replenish our 
lakes. I have thought these last few years that it has done good. The method 
produces a greater percentage of fish than is produced by natural means. 

Q. What do you call the most valuable fish, all round, in this lake ? — A. White- 
fisby then salmon-trout, and the third would be ciscoes, then herring, and then 
pickerel will come in. They are a saleable fish because they are large, and of all 
these fish whitefish and salmon-trout have fallen off most. 

Q. What do you fish with, what sort of a boat ? — A. We have two different 
boats, one 16 feet and o^e 25 keel. They use three men and various quantities 
of nets. 

Q. What would you say to 25-foot boat, what net would you use in it? — A. 45 

Ç^unds, or about 4,500 yards. This is fully more than we can conveniently work. 
he fair thing for our 24-foot boat would be about 40 or 45 pounds of net, or 4,000 
yards. 

Q. Have you any suggestions to make yourself? — A. What we want is the close 
season for the whitefish and herring and trout about the time I have mentioned. I 
know that time is about right, which time for salmon-trout is from the 1st October 
until the 20th, and for whitefish from the 20th November till the 10th December, 
and herring, same time as whitefish, and I think the ciscoe don't want a close season 
as there are so few of them. 

Q. Have you any other suggestions to make ? What about the mesh of nets? — 
A. I think our herring nets ought to be 2f-inch mesh ; whitefish, we don't use them; 
we don't try for whitefish only with the draw-nets or seines, with 2-inch mesh in the 
bars or 4-inch extension. Less than this size will kill young fish. 

By Mr. Harris: 

Q. Did you say that the close season for whitefish should be the 20th November to 
10th December ; don't you think that is a little late ? — A. No, sir, 1 don't. I have 
tried it so often that I know just when to put my nets down for whitefish ; if I want 
to ofttch the male fish, I went there about the 10th and set them down, then about 
the 20th the female fish come in, and we catch them from that till the ioth Decem- 
ber. That was at the Beach ; and that was yearly. 

Q. Would the fishermen make it pay to fish for herring in December alone, if 
there were no ciscoes ? — ^A. Not the way it has been this year ; our principal month 
is October and till the middle of November; those are our herring months. 

Q. Are the nets more easily earned off and affected by the storms when they 
are full of fish ? — A. If the nets are on the rocks they are sure to get out to pieces. 

Q. Were there ever any maskinongë in this bay? — A. No. 




m 

of them as blue as ever they could be, and others yellow, but I did not see any 
difference in the flavour of the fish ; they were just the same, only one blue and the 
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other yellow ; we caught another piokerel we called saad, about 1 pound ; thoae wall- 
eyed pickerel I would call them all wall-eyed. 

Q. Where have you seen piokerel caught? — ^A. Burlington Bay and Lake 
Ontario. 

Q. Do fish change their colours from the water they are in ? — ^A. Yes, sir, 
they do. 

Q. K proper close seasons had heen established in former years, do you think 
we would have plenty of fish yet ? — A. Yes, sir, I think so. 



324 



Digitized by 



Google 



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 10c*.) A. 1893 

REPOBT 



OF THB 



DOMINION FISHERY COMMISSION 



ON THE 



FISHERIES OF THE PROVINCE OF ONTARIO 



1893 



PA.RT II. 



PRINTED BY ORDER OF PARLIAMENT 




OTTAWA 

PRINTED BY S. E. DAWSON, PRINTER TO THE QUEEN'S MOST 

EXCELLENT MAJESTY 

1894 



[IsTo. lOc*— 1898.] 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ontario Fishery Oommissioa 

INDEX TO AND CONTENTS 

OF THK 

COMMISSIONERS' HEPORT 

PART II. 

THE FISHBBIBS OF THE LAKES AND OTHER WATERS OF THE 
PROVINCE OP ONTARIO. 

Page. 

1. Introductoiy v 

:2. Cloee seaaons evidence of— 

Sturgeon vi 

HerringB Ti 

Whitefisb vii 

8almon*trout vii 

Pickerel "Doré" viii 

Ra88 viii 

Gatfish-mndcats viii 

3. Evidence synopsis of — 

Geneittl Evidence ix 

Bay of Quinte ix 

Port Arthur xi 

Thessalon xiii 

Gore Bay xiv 

Killarney xv 

Sault Ste. Marie xvi 

-4. Spawning seasons of fi^^h, synopsis of evidence at — 

Port Dover xviii 

St. Thomas xviii 

Leamington xix 

Detroit River xix 

Sarnia xx 

Southampton xx 

Owen Sound xx 

Goderich xx 

Barrie xxi 

Midland « / xxi 

Hamilton xxii 

Bay of Quinte xxii 

Port Arthui xxiii 

TbessaloD xxiii 

10c*— aJ** 



Digitized by 



Google 



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. lOo*.) A. 1893 

4. Spawning seasons of fish — Continued. 

Gore Bay xxiv 

Killarney xxiv 

Sault Ste. Marie xxiv 

5. Beservations for Breeding ground proposed : xxv 

6. Saw-logs, exportation of, damaging to Fisheries xxvi 

7. Close season for fish recommended — 

Sturgeon xxx 

Whitefish) 

Herring J- xxx 

Cisooe ) 

Salmon-trout xxxi 

Pickerel, "Doré'' xxxi 

Black bass xxxi 

MMkinongéj ,^ 

Catfish .' xxxi 

Speckled trout xxxi 

8. Gill-nets, meshes of. xxxi 

9. Breeding Grounds set aside xxxi 

10. Conclusion by Commissioners xxxii 

N. B. — Appended will be found full minutes of the evidence taken October and 
November, 1893, together with an index to witnesses' names. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ontario Fishery Commission. 



REPORT 

OP 

MR. SAMUEL WILMOT and MR. EDWARD HARRIS, 

Fishery Commissioners 

Appointed by the Dominion Government to inquire into and report upon the description 
of nets used, the spatvning periods of fish, and other matters connected tvith the 
Fisheries in the various lakes and other toaters in the province of Ontario, 

To the Houoarable 

Sir Charles Hibbsbt Tuppsb, 

Minister of Marine and Fisheries, 
Ottawa. 
Sib, — ^Your Commissioners submitted a report on the 1st March, 1393, Part I., on 
the fishery matters referred to in the general preamble, which contained the evidence 
of namerons fishermen and othera taken by yonr Commissioners np to the closing 
in of fishery operationa in November and December 1892. 

The first report, Part I., besides giving the fnll minutes of all evidence taken up 
to that time, also contained a synopsis of that evidence for a more ready reference. 

There will also be found in the first Beport of March, 1893, Part I., under certain 
headings numbered one to fourteen inclusive, matters of considerable importance to 
which attention is directed, as the several clauses bear in a large degree upon vital 
subjects regarding the welfare of the fishing industries generally throughout 
Ontario. 

The work of the Commission at the setting in of winter in December 1892 was 
indefinitely postponed. In October, 1893, the investigations were again resumed by 
first visiting parts of the Bay of Quinte under directions from the Department. 
After completing the evidence submitted there, the Commissioners proceeded to 
Lakes Superior and Huron, and held meetings of which timely notice had been . 
previoasly given, at the following places : Port Arthur, Thessalon, Grore Bay, Little 
Current, Eillarney and Sault Ste. Marie. 

The fVill minutes of the evidence taken f^om the fishermen at each of these 
places are hereto appended ; being somewhat voluminoup, a synopsis is given of the 
statements made by each fisherman examined for more ready comprehension. 

Your Commissionei*s have also attached to this report a precis of the evidence 
given by each fisherman regarding his views as to the spawning times of the several 
fishes refen*ed to. It will be found in this summaiy that the variations of time 
given by the several witnesses are not so wide apart as to prevent ready conclusions 
being come to for establishing proper close seasons for the several kinds of fishes 
under consideration. 
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Yoar Commissioners now sabmit this their final report framed apon the 
additional evidence taken in Lake Superior, and the North Channels of Lake Hnron, 
and the Georgian Bay, Saalt Ste. Marie, Manitoalin Islands and the Bay of Quinte. 
The evidence tends throughout to confirm the views of your Commissioners as ex- 
pressed in their first report of March, 1893, Part I. 



2.— CLOSE SEASONS, EVIDENCE OP. 

Based upon the general evidence contained in Parts I. and 11. of this report 
certain close seasons for the several descriptions offish are recommended as being well 
adapted for their protection at their spawning times. The conclusions are come to 
from the epitome of the evidence herewith, which gives numerical data in re- 
lation to the amount of evidence given in each case, as to the periods in which eaeh 
of the species of fish named are engaged in their spawning operations. 

This epitome of the evidence regarding the periods in which the several 
kinds of fishes deposit their eggs, is here given to substantiate the suggestions which 
are ofiered for the adoption of certain close seasons, as asked for in the letter of 
instructions of 29th September, 1892. 

Olo»e Season for Sturgeon. 

Of the eleven witnesses who gave testimony with regard to sturgeon spawning, 
there were : — 

4 gave the period between the 15th June and 15th July. 
3 do to be in June alone. 

3 do do July do 

1 do do May do 

The Order in Council of May 5th, 1891, which was suspended for the time, 
established the close season for sturgeon between the 15th May and 15th July. 

If it be ooBtfidered advisable to re-establish this Order in Council it would not 
be far out of the way for covering the spawning time of sturgeon. 

If on the other hand any change be considered necessary, then an Order in 
Council might be framed for the close season of sturgeon between the Ist of May 
and 15th of July. 

Close Season for Herrings. 

Of the 60 witnesses who gave testimony with regard to the periods in which 
herrings spawn, the times are aa follows : — 

42 gave the period for the month of November only. 
4 do November and December. 

1 do November and January. 

1 do November and February. 

1 do October and November. 

1 do during winter. 

The Order in Council of September 22, 1891, which was suspended for the time, 
established tho cloee season for herrings between the I5th of October and 30th of 
November. The date of the 15th of October was then fixed to correspond with the 
close season for salmon-trout, and whitefish established by Order in Council of 
September 29th, 1891, it being considered advisable that the same period, 15th of 
October to 30th Noremher, should take in these three descriptions of tbesidmoaoid 
family, whose characters and habitat wei-e very similar ; more espeoially ae the oat 
could not be fished for without taking some of the others. 
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The herring are beeoming a veryvalvaMe fish for domestionees, and oomnerce, 
and are therefore entitled to reeeiTB thorough proteetiou at their spawning time, 
else their final extermination will sooner or later be reached in like manner as 
expérience has shown the same reeaft in other eaises. 

The proteetion of the herring family will be fonnd to be more far-reaohinff in 
its beneficial resaits than the mere appIicatioB of snob protection for the mainte- 
nant of the herring itself for domestic and oommereial nses. The berrhiK is the 
staple food for the sustenance of many other and larger kinds of fishes, which, if cnt 
off or lessened, will materially affect the growth and condition of the salmon-tront, 
piekerel, and other Toraeions species which invariably frequent the same waters as 
the herring. 

Under saeh ciroanwtanoes it is reeom mended that the close season for herring 
shonld be established to cover its breeding time, which is so conclnsivelj shown to 
be daring the whole month of November by the evidence referred to, as well as by 
former recommendatione from officiais in the department. 

Close Season for White/lsh. 

Of the 104 witnesses who were examined and gave testimony in relation to 
the spawning times of whitefish ; taken in the waters of Lake Brie, at Port Dover, 
St. Thomas, Xieamington and Detroit Biver ; and of Lake Horoo, at Samia, Goderich, 
SoQthampton; and of the Georgian Bay, at Owen Sound, Meaford, Midland ; and of 
I^ke Superior and north channel of Lake Huron, at Port Arthur, Thessalon, Gore 
Bay, Eillarney, Sault Sto. Marie; and of the Bay of Quinte, at Belleville, Napanee 
and Hay Bay, 

93 gave the spawning time to cover the month of November. 
7 do do parts of October and November. 

3 do do do November and December. 

1 do do to take place in October only. 

104 

The close season as at present established by Order in Council, for protecting 
whitefish at the spawning time, is from the 1st to the 30th November, both days 
inclusive. 

It will therefore appear from the mass of evidence given, and from former 
recommendations, that tne month of November has been properly chosen for the 
close season for whitefish, and should be continued ; with the further reoommenda» 
tion that the month of November should be set aside to include whitefish, herrings 
and ciscoes. 

Close Season for Salmon-Trout 

There were sixty-five persons who gave evidence as to the spawning times of 
salmon-trout, they were fishermen and dealers in fish hailing from the following 
fishing centre-) on Lakes Huron, Superior, Ontario, Simcoe, and the Greorgian Bay, 
namely : At Samia, Goderich, Southampton, Owen Sound, Meaford, Collingwood, 
Midland, Barrie, Hamilton, Toronto, Belleville, Napanee, Port Arthur, Thessalon, 
Gore Bay, Eillamoy, and Sault S te. Marie. Of these sixty-five witnesses, the evi- 
dence was that 

31 gave the spawning time between 15th and Slst October. 

M do do 15th October and 10th November. 

7 do do for the month of November. 

1 do do for the month of September. 

65 

The Order in Council of 29th September, 1891, which was suspended for the 
time, established the close season for salmon4ront between the 15th October and 
30th November, both days inclusive. 
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The close season at present in force for salmon-trout ander consolidated Orders 
in Goâncil for Ontario of 18th July, 1889, is between the 1st and 30th November, 
both days inclusive. 

This Order in Council is evidently incorrect and useless for the protection of 
salmon-trout at their spawning time, as it is clearly shown by the evidence of the 
fishermen themselves, and by previous recommendations, that the actual spawning 
time of salmon-trout is almost wholly fVom the 15th to the 31st of October, and in 
some cases running on till the 10th of November. 

Krom this it will appear that for many years past, and prior to the Order in 
Coancil of 18th July, 1889, there has been no proper close season whatever to cover 
the spawning time of the salmon-trout which stands second to none other of the 
commercial fishes of the great lakes of Ontario; and the fishermen have been killing 
this valuable fish indiscriminately at the very time when they were most busily 
engaged in laying their eggs ; and from this cause majr be reasonably attributed the 
^eat falling off in the general catch of salmon-trout in localities where they were 
formerly very numerous. 

From the evidence as shown and the views above enunciated, it would appear to 
be wise to have the Order in Council of 29th September, 1891, now under suspension, 
re-established, making the close season for salmon-trout between the 15th October 
and 30th November, both days inclusive, in order that this highly esteemed fish 
shall receive proper protection during the spawning time. 

Close Season for FickereL 

Of the thirty-five fishermen who gave testimony in relation to the spawning 
times of pickerel ('More ") in many of the principal waters of Ontario, the follow- 
ing was uie result: — 

24 gave the spawning time to cover the month of Api'il. 
7 do do May. 

4 do do April and May. 

35 

The present close season for pickerel (''doré"), as established by Order in Council, 
is between the 15th of April and the 15th of May. 

This Order in Council does not take in a sufficiently early period, for pickerel 
commence their spawning operations, as stated by some of the evidence very cor- 
rectly, "just as soon as the ice breaks up," in order then to meet this case, the close 
season should commence for pickerel ("doré") on the 1st April and end on the 
15th May. 

Close Season for Bass. 

The present close season, established May 13th, 1893. for the protection of bass 
at the spawning times, is between the 10th of May ana 30th of June, both days 
inclusive. This appeai*s to be the proper close time for these fish, and should so 
remain. 

Close Season for Mudcats, Bullpouts, Catfish. 

This hitherto somewhat despised fish has of late years come into great demand 
for the American markets, and the mudcat fisheries have in many localities reached 
considerable ma^itude and commercial importance. 

This class of fishes have not hitherto received any consideration or protection 
during their spawning times. The general opinion given by those fishermen engi^ged 
in this description of fishing was, as shown by their evidence, that with the view toa 
maintenance of the mudcat industry a close season should be established for their 
protection at their spawning time. The weight of evidence went to show that a 
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close season for madcats, or mudpoats or bullheads oommoDly called catfish 
(which are all one and the same fish) should be fixed between the 1st of Hay and 
the 31st of August in each year ; as during this period these fish are either nesting, 
laying their eggs, or guarding their broods of^young ; and it was agreed by all 
fishermen engaged in the mud cat business that these fish at this time were un- 
wholesome and unfit for human food. 

It is therefore recommended that the close season for mud cats be established 
by Order in Council between the 1st May and 31st August, both days inclusive. 



3.-SYN0PS1S OF EVIDENCE TAKEN IN OCTOBEE AND NOVEMBEE, 1893, 

BAY OF QUINTB. 

Daniel Bellknapp, Whitefish spawn from 1st to 10th November. They come 
into the Bay of Quinte for that purpose about the 15th or 20th October. About the 
15th of November they then leave in a body for the lake. They are not in the bay 
at other times. Bullheads spawn in June, also bass. All the coarse and predaceous 
spring spawning fish are numerous and preponderate largely over whitensh. . They 
feed upon the eggs of the whitefish for six months. 

Peter Weeee, Fishes seines. Begins to catch whitefish about 12th October ; used 
to fish a good deal on the bars, and found that was the time they were there. 
Herring come to spawn after the whitefish ; they spawn about the end of November. 
Pickerel and mudpouts spawn in May, also pike ; bass in June. Whitefish come 
into the bay to spawn; think the fisheries should be presei-ved for the people; 
caught about 500 pounds weight of fish last season. 

Weeley Weese. Pishes with seines and hoop-nets, catches whitefish and herring, 
15th to 31st October. Whitefish are most plentiful about 10th November, when 
spawning; they come in the bay from the lake expressly for that purpose; they 
spawn from 1st to 11th November; herring later.; no salmon-trout; pike spawn 
as soon as the ice leaves; pickerel, 1st May, or as soon as ice leaves the rivers; 
mudpouts in June. His fishery only worth about 88 or S9 a year profit ; wants the 
department to give longer time to fish to make more money. 

Robert McDonald. Fishes seine, gill, hoop and bullhead nets ; catches whitefish, 
herring, sunfish, pike, perch, and coarse fish ; whitefish are in the thick of spawning 
1st to 8th November ; never saw them spawn before that date ; but has seen them 
playing by the hour on the bars ; they come up from the lake to the bay to spawn ; 
they come straight for the bars: there are thirty miles of spawning gronnas, and 
the whitefish come right to the shore; we fish on the breeding grounds ; herring 
come after the whitefish; whitefish do not remain long after spawning. 

Qearge McDonald, Spawning time for whitefish Ist to 10th November ; fished 
with a seine forty vears ago : no close season then ; whitefish were scarce forty 
years ago and plentiful now. 

Samuel Qeddes. Fishes, seines and farms; whitefish and herring come into the 
bay to spawn about 1st October, and we continue catching them until Ist November ; 
thev begin to spawn (whitefish) 1st November and end 10th November; whitefish 
and herring are as plentif\il now as thirty years ago. The department should make 
proper regulations to preserve the fish. My fishery produced between $200 and 
$400 last fall. Fishes tnree seines, and the men employed get half. 

Henry B. Brickman. Whitefish ready to spawn end of October; whitefish and 
herring come into the bay once a year, and then to spawn. Thirty-five dollars was 
the value of my catch last season. The nearest point towards the lake that white- 
fish are caught in the spring and summer months, is the Graps. 
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Meholas McDonald. Whitefish cIom seaeon shonld be from let to 10th Novem- 
ber ; beet catch of herring is in November, their «pawniDg time, and there sheviJd 
be no close season ; uses hoop-nets to catch madoats, pike, saekers, Ac. 

David Oeraw, Fishes 6eines and hnnts at MaBâaesaga Point. Whitefi&h the meet 
valaabie catch, both in money and quantity; but catches herring, pike, pickerel, 
perch, suckers, and some bass andmudeats; herring come nexttowhitefiah; white- 
fish spawn 1st to 10th November; previous to Ist November they are runniDg up 
the bay hunting for spawning places; they leave the bay after spawning, and they 
cannot be caught after that. The herring come on to spawn after the whitefish 
leave. Pickerel spawn as soon as the ice goes. There should be close seasons for 
fish at the spawning times; whitefish are as numerous as twenty years ago. It is 
the gill-nets, not seines, which destroy the whitefish coming to spawn. Gill-nets 
follow them to the bars, but seines cannot. His fishery netted $4.80 last season after 
supplying his family and hands paid ; has nothing else to do but hunting, so he 
fisnes. 

William Black, fish dealer and fisherman. Whitefish spawn lOth November; 
some earlier, some later; herring a little later ; they are not increasing; whitefish 
begin to oorae in to spawn 12th, 15th and 18th October ; pickerel spawn in May ; 
bass in June ; pike increasing; also eels. 

Thomas McDonald, fisherman, fished five summers, dating from 1845. The 
small and large wliitefish run together in July and August. After August the im- 
mature fish go to deep water, and the mature fish collect to spawn, and begin to 
spawn 1st November. After the 30th November the whitefish leave for deep water. 

Felix Mellow, fisherman and farmer, fishes hoop-nets, catches bullheads^ eels and 
pan fish. Mudcats spawn in June. 

James Pollard, fisherman at Long Beach, fishes gill-nets for whitefish, barring, 
pike and pickerel ; whitefish come into Hay Bay 1st October, and remain until 30th 
November, when done spawning. They come from the lake. Herring are only in 
the bay in November, they come to spawn. Whitefish were never gilled in herring 
nets, with mesh 3^ inches. There is a smaller size run of whitefish which spawn 
later than the larger ones, and thinks they are a different species. 

James Sharpe fitches gill-nets ; thinks they should be allowed to catch pickerel 
and pike from 15th May to 15th June, as well as at other times, except wbeo 
spawning. 

Seth Benson, fish dealer, handles about 75 tons ; caught in Bay of Qainté ; ^ 
whitefish ; ^ pan fish, such as perch, rockfish, sunfish and suekers ; the balanee, 
herring, pike, pickerel, coarse fish, &c. There are other shippers, bat handlea moat of 
the whitefish. In July and August pickerel are caught in the lake ; whitefiak begin 
to come into the bay 1st September, and keep moving up the bay until they leave 
about 15th November, after spawning. Whitefish sell just as well when canght 
spawning; medium-sised fish sell for the best prices, but whitefish, large acd small, 
sell the same. Thinks good regulations should be made to protect fish in CanadiaB 
waters. 

Nelson Instant fishes whitefish and salmon-trout, gill-nets. Thinks there 
are three kinds of whitefish — ^large, medium and small. The fish 2 pounde and ovin 
begin to come in 1st September to spawn in the bay ; the snail kind stay out aad 
do not come into the bay. Begins to catch whitefish and troat as soon as the ice 
goes out. Fishes in Lake Ontario. Thinks whitefish and salmon-troat ahoakl ant 
be caught going to and coming from their breeding grounds. 

Thomas Howard, Fishes a 4^inch mesh for whitefish only; whitefiah come in 
the upper gap, and then go up and down the bay to spawn ; these fiah shoald not be 
caught in spawning time^ and the present close season is correct. The mtmik d 
November. 
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George Lindsay. Fishes hoop-nets ; catches piekei*el and bass, also a full line of 
coarse fish, bullheads, eels. Backers and pan fi«h, &o. ; mndcats average three to the 
poand cleaned aod dressed. Sets nets in Janoary asd stops 15th April ; begins 
again in October and fishes to end of the year. Mudoats arc in best condition from 
middle of March to 1st May ; they spawn in Jane and eggs hatched oat in Jaly ; the 
male and female make a nest, goara the eggs until batched and pi*otect the young 
until August ; the horns are then gi*own and the youog are safe from predaoeous 
fish. There would be 150 to 200 to a nest. The black water snake is their worst 
enemy. Wbei*e the water is warm the spawning fish are not fit for the market until 
October. The close season should begin 1st Mav, not 15th April, for these fish. 
One man can attend to five or ten hoop-nets. Bullheads, catfish and mudcats are 
the same fish ; the channel cat is a different fish, they go in deeper and cleaner 
water. 

William Davey gives the same evidence as Lindsay* 

Thomas Vanorder fishes whitefish gill-nets and pickerel nets. Pickerel spawn 
as soon as ice leaves, in April ; and we catch them in March going to spawn. 
Whitefish spawn about 15th ITovember, and are done by the 25th. After spawning 
they leave. Salmon-trout do the same; about three weeks after spawning they are 
caught in the gap going to the lake ; coming from the lake they ^ei to the gap about 
the middle of July, and then work up into the bay to spawn. There is 100 feet to 
150 feet of water in the gap, and wpitefish congregate there intending to spawn. 
They are all in the bay for spawning 10th or 15th October ; they then look for the 
bars and shallows, spawn and return to the lake. There are three kinds of white- 
fish — the whitefish proper or large sort which come in to spawn, and two smaller 
kinds which if thev spawn at all spawn in deep water. It will be to the interest of 
the fishermen to have fish protected during spawning. If the 5-inch mesh as a 
minimum comes in force for whitefish, fishermen could not live. 

Mih Parks. Fish are not as plentiful, bai*ely half. Killing the fish while spawn- 
ing has much to do with it. 

Charles Parks. Blackbass and pickerel are about extinct, as compared with 
former years. 



PORT ARTHUR, LAKE SUPERIOR. 

W. C. Debbie^ merchant, formerly fishery overseer. The larger salmon-trout 
and whitefish come to the shores about the close of navigation. The medium and 
smaller fish are caught during the summer, a 4^ to 5-inch mesh is then used, and 
fh>m &-inoh to 6-inch in fall. The 10-ponnd and 12-pound fish are usually taken in 
October, November and beginning of December; most of the salmon-trout spawning 
is done from 16th October to 10th November. The red salmon-trout come in later. 
The close season for salmon*tront in Lake Superior should be ftrom 16th to 20th 
October until 1st November. They begin to congregate and ai*e in the most con- 
centrated fnrm about 15th October. Whitefish spawn from 25th October until 10th 
November. It is contrary to the laws of nature that fish should be fit for food 
while spawning. The fishing is getting farther off all the time from here. The 
fishermen keep moving to new grounds. Herrings are plentiful but are of no 
account in this lake. 

John MaJon0y, Fishes pound and gill-nets. Whitefish are caught in pound-nets 
in June and July, and salmon-trout in September and October m gill-nets. The 
troat then average 10 pounds or 12 pouods. Whitefish begin to come in about 20th 
to 25th October, and move out from the shore 10th to 12th November. Trout come 
in to spawn during the months of September and October. Both salmon-trout and 
whitefish are in better condition before the ^wning time. After spawning they 
are soft and flabby. There is, however, no difference in price, they sell just as well, 
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they are sent to the United States. Yellow pickerel T wall-eyed pike) are caught. 
Catches suckers, they eat the trout eggs, but we let tnem go, we can't sell them. 
Fish have fallen off from over-fishing and the close season not being the right time. 
The close season for whitefish should be from 20th October to 10th iNovember. Trout 
are ripe for spawning 20th September and spawn to 30th October. Lake Superior 
pound-net pots have 3^inch mesh. A 2-pound trout will go through, and a Impound 
to Impound whitefish. Pound-net fish are always good and fresh. If gill-net finh are 
stale they are salted. The drowned fish ft*om the gill-nets are sold at a reduced 
price, when prevented from lifting the gill-nets, there are a lot of bad ones which 
are thrown away. Prefers pound-nets as there is no waste as in gill-nets. 4f-inch 
mesh is the largest that can be used in gill-nets for whitefish. Does all his gitl-net 
fishing in December. Has seen a number of hoop-nets but does not use them. This 
is a good fishing bay but there are too many suckers eating the spawn. 

Henry Servais, fishes pound-nets Scinch, pot and gill-nets 4f-iuch, and a 6-inch 
mesh trout net for late in the fall. There are three runs of trout from 15th Septem- 
ber to 1st November. Catches whitefish in June and July in pound-nets. No gill- 
nets are put down in the summer months ; that fishing is done in the fall and win- 
ter. Very few whitefish are caught in a 5-inc1i mesh, it does not seem to work. We 
do not fish our 6-inch trout nets at the same time we fish a 4f whitefish net. The 
December fishing is done with a 4^ and 5-incb mesh. The trout come in earlier 
than whitefish and begin to spawn 1st October. For the Thunder Bay section 
whitefish come in to spawn 20th to 25th October and are engt^ed in spawning 
until 10th or 12th November — that is the bulk of them. Has caught whitefish 
having eaten spawn and mixed up in their stomachs with gravel. Salmon-trout 
concentrate for spawning 15th to 20th September ; they ^o out again and return to 
spawn from 1st to 10th October, the bulk of them at the end of October. June, 
July and August are the principal months for catching pickerel. They are caught 
on muddy bottoms in Black Bay, Nepigon Bay and such places. They spawn in 
the early months. Pickerel average 3 pounds to 4 pounds. Whitefish have fallen 
off, not trout. The great destruction of fish and waste took place several years 
since when much irregular fishing and waste was permitted. Gill-nets are more 
destructive than pound-nets. There is great waste in gill-nets. Deep water fishing 
in Lake Superior does not pay. Sturgeon spawn before June, they are caught in 
June, July and August. Herrings are in great numbers, they spawn in November, 
it does not pay to fish for them. A 2 pound whitefish will pass throught my 3^ pot 
net; a If pound fish would get through without hurting himself. A 2^ pound trout 
would get through this mesh ; a If to 2 pound whitefish will pass through a 4| 
gill-net mesh ; a gill-net catches a smaller fish than a pound-net with same sized 
mesh for it catches herrings and a pound-net will not. A 2 pound fish will pass 
through a 5-inch gill-net mesh if not tangled up. Trout are often caught by the 
teeth. Thinks a 3 pound trout would pass through a 5-inch gill-net mesh ; our 
pound-net pots are 3^ inches after tarring, the effect of tarring by shrinkage is 
greatly ez^gerated. Whitefish and trout as a rule do not frequent the same 
localities, it would not pay to fish these waters with a 4-inch pot. All our pound- 
nets are out of the water by 1st November, the weather forces it. There is a re- 
sistance in a pound-net which allows a large sized fish to pass through. G^ill-nets 
hang loose. A 4-inch pot would not catch enough in this lake to pay the Hoense ; 
4|-inch is as large as tnis lake will stand for gill-nets. 

E. J. NuttalL Fishes pound-nets in summer; gill-nets in fall and winter; 
pound-net mesh 3f inches, and some 4 inches in pot. The 4-inch is useless ; 3|*inch 
is too big; ^ of an inch makes a big difference in a pound-net. Was anew beginner 
and overseer recommended those sizes ; would not now take out a license for a 4-inch 
pot; uses 4f-inch gill-nets in December, January and February for whitefish ; very 
few trout ; also catches pickerel, sturgeon, suckers, pike, ling, &o. Salmon-trout 
spawning is about done last week in October; whitefish come in to spawn end of 
October ; cannot set nets before pickerel have spawned ; close season for salmon- 
trout should be 15th to 30th October; whitefish 20th October to 15th November; 
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would like a close reason from 15th October to 15th November ; herrings are a curse 
to as in the gill-nets; we have an awfnl time with them; they are worthless and a 
nuisance ; there is no sale for them, and the lake is fall of them ; sells eveiy thing to 
th6 American fish company ; we have to take jast what they have a mind to 
give us. 

<7. B, Walker, Fished as far back as 1848. fii^st in Lake Ontario, then in Geor- 
gian Bay and I^ke Huron, and finally here, in November we used to catch three 
tons of whitefish at a haul of a seine in Lake Ontario ; the fish were then concen- 
trated for spawning; fish are perfectly good within twelve days of spawning; they 
feed up in ten days after spawning; seines are the most destructive on immature 
fish. The great increase in pound-nets in these waters began after the opening of 
the Canadian Pacific Bailway, about five years ago ; the decrease in the fish was very 
apparent before that. 

THSSSALON. 

Thomas Strain. Fishes pound-nets, 4-inch pot, gill-nets 4^ and 4f inches; 
catches whitefish, trout, pickerel, sturgeon, and some coarse fish ; all fish taken to 
the States in tugs and steamers. Whitefish spawn middle ot November; some 
earlier ; some later. Salmon-ti'out come on the shoals 1st October to spawn. Pound- 
nets are best for fishei meu and the public ; approves a 4-inch mesh in pots. Close 
season for whitefish should be 15th November to 15th December. The close season 
for trout should be in October, Suckers are plentiful. Coarse fish are taken in 
hoop-nets here. 

Laurie King. Pound-net mesh of 4 inches large enough ; could not make a 
5-inch pay. The fishing has been ruined within twelve yeai*s. Fished twelve years 
ago with 4f and 5-inch mesh, and the 4f inch would catch double the number the 
5-inch would. Formerly there were but ten days' close season. No close season is 
required for salmon-trout, as the winds will protect them. Pound-nets are now all 
out of the water ; would not take out a license if the pot was 4^ inches. 

James B, Dobhie. Formerly a fisherman ; fished pound-nets, 4-inch pots. Fish 
taken to States. No entries made on departure or arriva) of boats. No duties paid. 
Whitefish spawn about middle of November; some earlier; some later; salmon- 
trout about middle of October. The old close season of ten days was pretty nearly 
right. The great catch of fish is in the early summer months ; they are then better 
for food and more marketable. Gill^nets are hardest upon the fisheries. There is 
room for more fishing in certain localities. Fish are driven away by refuse of pulp 
i^ood and rafting logs. No effort is made to catch coarse fish. Herrings are plen- 
tiful, but fishermen do not want them. 

John Sullivan. Fishes pound and gill-nets. All fish caught sold to Americans. 
Whitefish spawn largely about 15th November, taking ten days. Salmon-trout from 
middle to end of October. There is no occasion to change mesh in pound or gill- 
net»-^that is 4-inch pots, 4^ineh gill-nets. 

David Bellrose, Fishes pound-nets, 4 inch mesh. Whitefish come on the shore 
for spawning about 15th Noveml>er. In former days the great catch was while . 
spawning. Salmon-trout spawn latter part of October; some in November. Fish 
Ixave fallen off, but whitefish most. 

Stephen Fourchette. Fishes gill-nets in Lake Huron, and pound-nets in the 
^N'orth Channel. Gill-nets have 4^, 4f and 4f-inch mesh. Whitefish spawn in two 
rune, 1st and 15th November. Salmon-trout come into the bay beginning of October 
and spawn in ten days. Another run of outside trout spawn 15tb to 30th October. 
Pound-nets are best for the fishing industry; 4^ or4|<-inch pot in Lake Winnipeg is 
about the same as a 4-inch in Georgian Bay. They fish with a 5-inoh mesh in Win* 
ni peg, and the fish are largely gillâ. If the whitefish aregilled in a pound-net they 
fipoil sooner than in ^a gill-net. A 4^inch pot in Winnipeg would be about right. 
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The best catoh of whiteflsh is about beginning of May. A larger mesh than 4 inches 
woald not do for pots here. 

Abraham King, Fishes for Beeves, of Grant Island, who has fifteen boats, four 
tugs, and a great nnmber of pound and gill-nets. There should be no close seasons. 
The Government should build hatcheries and not have cruisers; we are too near Uie 
Americans ; they can fish right along and we can't ; American fishermen used to 
come to our waters and set sixty or seventy gill-nets and catch 6,000 pounds to 7,000 
pounds at a haul in our close season, and we are not permitted to fish. This was 
three or four yeara ago. 



OOBK BAT. 

William W, Holden. Fishes pound^nets, 4-inch pot. Sells to the Buffalo fish 
company, who call for them with their tugs. The principal whitefish spawn in 
November. Salmon-trout come in to spawn 5th to 10th November, and leave for 
deeper water about the 25th. Ther sometimes come in the end of October. 
Herrings are plenttful, but not fished for. They are smaller than in Lake Brie ; 
could not use larger than a 4-inch pot; a trout of 3 pounds or 3^ will go through a 
4-inch pot, aiso a 2-pound whitefish, but many will be taken. The average size of 
whitefish is 2} pounds; salmon-trout average 4 pounds; pound-nets are best; in gill- 
nets many fish die, and are unfit for the market» Nets all out by 1st l^ovember; 
• would not fish a 4i"inch pot. 

Angus Matthewman. Fishes gill-nets for B^eeves of the American company; has 
seen six or seven nets catch more fish in 18H6 than are caught with thirty-five in 
1893; no need of a close season if hatcheries are built. 

John Jjapointe. Fishes by the month; whitefish come in to spawn always in 
November; mmon^trout somewhat earlier, towards the middle or end of October; 
both fish are much scarcer than they were ten years ago; gill-nets are much more 
destructive than pound-nets ; there were a couple of hundred gill-nets lost this fall, 
and all the fish in them wasted. 

Jamês Purvis. Fishes in North Channel at Duck Island and sooth side Mani- 
toulin ; sells to Buflhtlo company ; whitefish spawn 10th to 28th November ; salmon- 
ti'out end of Ootober and in November; herrings are plentiAil, but not ca«gfat: no 
market tor thenu Whitefish u*e not plentiful as in former years; would prefer 
pound-nets to gill-nets; would want fifteen to twenty pound-nets to give up his 
15,000 yards of gill-nets. The expense of lifting 10-ponnd-nets about the s»me as 
lifting two. 

James Noble. Fisherman and fish dealer; fishes gill-nets; a whitefish of 2 
pounds will pass through a 4^inch gill-net mesh, and a salmon-trout of 3 pounds. 
Whitefish spawn in November; salmon-trout a little earlier, but nearly the same. 
Hernnçs are plentiful, but not caught; whitefish have fallen ofi; salmon-trout, 
pickerel and sturgeon are about the same ; pound^nets an less destructive than gill- 
nets; recommends ^-inch for pots, and 4^ for gill-nets. 

KILLABNXT. 

Thomas Boyton. Fished^llniets, 4^ inch mesh. The Buffalo Fish Company do 
almost all the ti*ade here. Whitefish come in to spawn from 8th to 20th November ; 
they then leave. Salmon-trout come in to spawn from 25th of Ootober to 16th of 
November; pickerel spawn from 15th April to 15th May; herring spawn in Novem- 
ber ; bass about June. These fish come into the bays and on reefs and shoals at the 
times above mentioned to lay their eggs. They are not found at these places at any 
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other time, except an odd one. Fishermen do not fish for any of the abovi» fish at 
the placeB mentioned, in the eammer time. In 1857 there was no close season. The 
5-inch gill-net mesh is of no use in the sammer. 

Ned Fourcheau. Fishes gill-nets, 7^inch mesh ; some larger. Present white- 
fish close season is right. Saimon-troat spawn a little earlier; prohibited flrom 
fishing trap-nets, which he fully describes. 

Jamn Noble. Fish dealer ; firm of J. C. Noble ; fishes gill-nets. The 5-iuch 
mesh was not sufficiently profitable. The 4|-inch takes more of the smaller fish. 
Catches trout and whitefish ; ships to the Buiralo company, but supplies the Cana- 
dian Pacific Eailway steamers. The Buffalo company have two tugs which they 
send around to gather the fish from other companies in these waters. We gather 
our own ; acts as a general supply bouse for the fishermen ; does not expect a con- 
tinuance of their business, as there is a considerable decrease in the fisheries; thinks 
strong meaearcs should be brought to boar to protect the fisheries, otherwise the 
fomflrly great fisheries in this seetion nftost soon pass away. Fishing might be 
judioioasly diminished. Shoi*e whitefish lay their eggs early in November; what 
are called gilUuet whttofish spawn on muddy bottoms in deep water at the end of 
November into Deoembe; salmon-trout come to the shore and reefti about 15th 
October, and lay eggs until 20th Noreraber. Trout are sometimes caught in con 
siderable quantities on these shoals in December. Herring should have a close 
seaaoB is November. The trade in this fish is just commencing ; even the coarse 
fish require pvoteetion. Trap*nete might be used under licenses, as they will be 
fished with any way. Pound-nets should be more generally fished in the (reorgian 
Bay. Fishermen could not stand a 5-ineh mesh now, not if they were given three 
years to make the change. They would not take out licenses. Four-inch is the 
proper pound-net pot mwi. As fish become scarcer many fishermen will be obliged 
to give up fishing ; in that ease the fisheries will get into better hands ; those per- 
sons will then take greater interest in preserving the fisheries. 

Nebon Harmon. The fishing trade was at its height on the north shore of the 
Georgian Bay in 1886, the fisheries had then been depleted in Collingwood Bay, and 
the âhermen came north. Whitefish come in to spawn about 11th November, and 
continue on the shoals ai>out ten days. Salmon-trout come on about 15th October; 
pickerel 15th April. It is oX the greatest interest to all gill-net fishermen to pre- 
serve the fisheries by all judicious means. If the fishermen on the south shore of 
the Georgian Blsy were i*estpicted to their own side, they would give up fishing 
altogether. There was good fishing on the south shore atone time, but it was fished 
out. Whitefish close season should be the whole of November ; October fishing is 
tor trout, not whitefish. Trap-nets might be introduced into these waters to catch 
coarse fish. Traps would become numerous if thoy were licensed: Twenty or more 
have been taken or burned during the past season. If a man got a certain district, 
he would look after it and prevent others from fishing his grounds. 

Qetnrae Larcuche. Fishes gill and pound-nets, gill-nets, 5 inches and 4| and 4|* 
inch meshes ; pound-net pot 4-inch. Whitefish spawn from the 17th to the 20th of 
November ; some earlier ; some later. Pickerel spawn from April to June. 
Fish are scarcer ; they and the Backers destroy the spawn ; the present close 
season for whitefish is right ; salmon-trout spawn 15tb to 20th October: fish 
die in gill-nets in considerable numbers and are thrown away. The pound-net is the 
best and safest for the fishermen, the fish are taken alive and go to the market in 
better condition; they are beginning to sell herring now ; they are caught at Bad 
River and should now be protected at spawning time; it would be all right if the 5^ 
inch mesh were put in force ; were two years, time given to ui»e up the 2^ web ; 
licenses should be granted for pound-nets wherever practicable to fish them ; does 
not know any place where trout and whitefish have increased. 

Joseph Bocque^ fishes gill-nets 4^ mesh, whitefish begin to spawn early in Nov* 
ember; salmon-trout about one week earlier ; pickerel spawn in April, bass in June, 
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herring spawn same an whitefish. For catching coarse fish the trap-net is the best, 
the mesh should be 2^ inches ; two men conld fish 20 trap-nets ; shoald be allowed 
to fish present gill-net mesh for two years to use them up before any change is made. 
Adolphus Martin. Fishes gill-nets 4^ meshes ; whitefish spawn about the 15th 
November and come into the shoals about 2ôth October ; salmon trout about two 
weeks earlier ; they only come to spawn and are not on the reefs and shoals at any 
other time ; pickerel*spawn about 25th April and in some places not until Hay ; if 
the 5-inch mesh comes into force two seasons should be allowed to use up the pre- 
sent nets ; salmon-trout and whitefish do not spawn on same grounds; gill-nets aie 
usually set on the bai*s where whitefish spawn and just before the close season begins. 



SAULT STS. MARIE. 

Nelson Couture. Fishes pound-nets in North Channel, Greorgian Bay ; sells for 
shipment to the States ; the nshermen were frightened this season and did not catch 
immature fish ; whitefish are best in June, July and August : when spawning in 
November, they are soft and lean and feverish ; they are not good, whitefish spawn 
from 1st to 15th November, some before some after; salmon-trout spawn 20th 
October to 10th November, pickerel begin to spawn 15th April and anotner run 1st 
May till about 15th May ; a 4-inch pot will allow a 2-pound whitefish to escape, 
same with salmon-trout ; a penalty should be inflicted on dealers for purchasing and 
selling immature fish ; fish dealers will not buy our coarse fish so long as they can 
get whitefish and trout of any size ; sets out pound-nets 15th B£ay, best catoh of 
whitefish end of June to middle of July ; this year the fishing failed, September and 
October are the best fishing months for salmon-trout, only a few are caught in the 
spring months ; the coai'se fish here are pike, mullet, suckers, ling perch, channel 
cats, mud-pouts, &c., does not fish for them ; poor people wiUi families should be 
allowed hoop-nets to catch fish for food and sale. 

William SxmbalL Fishes gill-nets, i^inch mesh, in Georgian Bay and 
North Channel; all fish go to the States; the large whitefish spawn 10th to 20th 
November, some earlier, some later; the smaller fish about 20th November; the 
largest run of salmon-trout (and the largest fish) begins 15th October; they have 
done spawning and leave about the 25th October,. some earlier, some later; the 
smaller salmon-trout come in later and spawn until 15th November; herrings are 
abundant in Lake Superior ; there is no demand for them and they are not worth 
catching; they spawn in November; the smaller salmon-trout will spawn in 10 and 
15 fathoms ; nsh have fallen ofi^, caused by waste improvidence and irregularities of 
former years; certain fishery reserves might be set apart (see evidence) ; thinks the 
department should prevent Americaa influence controlling the fisheries; if the 5-inch 
mesh were enforced it would do much harm ; 4f would 1^ about fair. 

Joseph Qanleyy of the firm of Ains worth & Ganley, fishermen and dealers; 
fishes in Lake Superior; pound-nets, 4-inch pot; gill-nets, 44; the smaller whitefish 
come on to spawn in two to 20 fathoms of water, about 5th l)ecember ; spawn about 
20th December and then scatter out; the larger whitefish come on the snoals about 
20th November and lay eggs until end of November and then leave ; the large fish 
are the more valuable. 

There are two runs of salmon-trout, 20th to 25th September, in shallow water, 
and smaller trout 18th to 28th November, and spawn in 25 to 40 fathoms of water; 
recommends a close season for whitefish and deep-water trout, from 15th November 
to 1st January ; the large salmon-trout should have no close season ; if a hatchery 
is established there should be no close season for large whitefish ; suckers destroy 
vast quantities of eggs ; gill-nets more destructive than pound-nets; nothing laiger 
than a 4-inch pound-net pot can be fished ; in gill-nets 4^ is nght; Americans fish 
and trespass in our waters and laugh at us. 
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Angus McJJeod. Knows 100 miles north shore Lake Superior; fishes gill-nets, 
mesh 4^ and 4f ; sells to Ainsworth & Ganley ; deep-water salmon-trout spawn 1st 
November and on for ten days; the big salmon- trout spawn near the shores the last 
ten days of November; Americans trespass in our waters and fish during the close 
season. 

James Oarratt. Fishes in Lake Superior ; has also fished in Lakes Huron and 
Michigan; fishes gill-nets ; brought the 5-inch mesh from Lake Huron; it did not 
answer in Lake Superior, the fish being smaller ; sells wholly to Ainsworth & 
Ganley; whitefish spawn 20th November, some earlier, some later; salmon-trout 
the same as whitefish, except the large trout, which come in earlier ; they only 
come to the shoals and shores for spawning purposes; they are only caught in those 
places in the fall ; if the same practices are carried on in Lake Superior as were done 
at Alpena and Lake Michigan, the fisheries will play out; the American waters 
being fished out we all came up here to try our luck; we must have close seasons, 
proper sized mesh and hatcheries. 

Joseph Wilson. Was fishery overseer twenty-five years, customs officer forty- 
three years; attributes the decline in the fisheries largely to irregularities and im- 
provident fishing in the ptist; wherever the fishermen found the fish, there they 
went in a body; the Georgian Bay fishermen fished wherever they pleased; it is 
much easier for an overseer to watch pound-nets than gill-nets; any competent ovei^ 
seer should be able to watch pound-nets and prevent illegal fishing ; it is very diffi- 
cult to watch gill-nets ; pound-nets take coarse fish and they should be caught aa 
well as the finer sorts; this would be beneficial to the fisheries; the Canadian fish- 
ermen cannot,as a ruie,afford to send their fish to the American market,unle8S they 
fish on a large scale ; the Americans have done the carrying trade as well as fur- 
nishing the supplies to Canadian fishermen. 

William McLeod. Fishes at Pilot Harbour; uses gill-nets 4f mesh, finds it 
answer his purpose quite as well as the 4^ mesh; a 5 inch mesh is to large; the finer 
twines have a tendency to catch the smaller fish. The large rock trout are taken 
when they come on the f^hoals in September and October to spawn, and are <^aught 
in the summer-time in 20 or thirty fathoms or more; sells his fish for 2jfC per lb. 
dressed; the large trout bring ^c less, being caught late in the fall coming to spawn; 
sells to Ainsworth and Ganley, their tugs take them direct to the American Sault 
for distribution in the States ; whitefish and salmon-trout only come in from deep 
water to lay their eggs. The fishermen are in danger of having their industry 
ruined. Hatcheries; better guardianship ; regulation of meshes ; and proper close 
seasons must now be attended to. If these things are not done and quickly too, the 
waters will be fished out; our fishermen not only sell their fish, but sell themselves 
and ^eir licenses to benefit American dealers. 

Thomas H. Tretheway is a mining engineer ; gill-nets usually measure 4} inches 
in the mesh, this is about right if adhered to; fish are all sold to American dealers. 
American boats take all the Fort Arthur fish to Buluth, and at the end of the lake 
to the American Sault. 

Whitefish spawn latter end of October and in November. Salmon-trout begin 
to spawn 15th October. Fishing should be permitted in winter in any reserves, 
Pickeiel, pike, perch, suckers, and the general run of coarse fish should be caught, 
they live on the young of other fish; suckers are spawn-eaters. 

James Qauley. Fishes in Lake Superior with 4} gill-net, and 4f at Lizard Island 
for whitefish and the small deep water salmon-trout. Whitefish came in to spawn, 
about the 25th November and spawn up to the 10th December; the smaller white- 
finh come in the middle of December to spawn and lay eggs for two weeks. At Lizard 
Island trout come to the shore about the 25th October and lay eggs to 5th November ; 
they all come from the deep water and return after spawning; herrings are abundant, 
we do not catch them. 
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Michael Neville. Fishes in Lake Saperior with 4^iDeh gill-net; salmon-trout are 
ripe for spawning 25th September; whitefiish 25th iTovember to 16th Deoember. 
The fish have fallen off in size and nambers. 

Fran/c Scott. Fished a 5-inch mesh, bnt now fishes a 4)-; it will catoh more and 
smaller fish; fishes in Lake Superior; whitefish come in to spawn 18th to 20th 
November, and spawn nntil 10th or 12th December. Salmon-troat begin to spawn 
5th October, and keep on for three weeks. There are too many nets fishing through 
the whole of the spawning time; honest fishermen had no protection until of late; 
fishermen feel the reduced catch very severely ; gets the same price for large and 
small fish ; we fish on the shoals for trout and whitefish while spawning, about three 
miles out ; if the 5-inch mesh is introduced, we will have to give it up, as we can 
barely live now using a 4^inch. It won't be long, if the fisheries go on decreasing, 
before we will have to go semewhere else. 

James Gianville. Fishes on Fresh Island, North Channel, with pound-nets, 
4^inch in pot; catches sturgeon, whitefish, trout, pickerel, bass, suckers, mullet, 
channel cats, pike, &c. ; all go to the States. Whitensh spawn all through Novem- 
ber; they ai*e easily caught there; salmon-trout come in earlier, about the middle 
of October, but mostly spawn at the end of October; they spawn in three or foar 
feet of water ; all the various kinds of salmon-trout mentioned by fishermen are one 
and the same kind ; pickerel spawn about 1st May. Fish have decreased in num- 
bers ; the mischief was done in the past. The fishery regulations are better enforced 
now. Takes pound-nets out of the water last week in October, when the gill-net 
fishermen come to the shoals in October for trout; they do not catch whitefish; 
the whitefish are then in deep water. 

Peter Galgiosgie (Indian. ) Fifteen or twenty years ago could catoh plenty d 
whitefish in the ^o rapids; they are nearly all gone now ; a few small ones left; 
hardly worth fishing for. Formerly the whitefish caught here were very large ; 
whitefish spawn the whole of November ; salmon-trout togin to spawn 15th OctoW, 
and spawn till 15th November. 

4.— SPAWNING SEASONS. 

A synopsis of the evidence given by the fishermen and others in relation to the 
spawningtimesoffishes^-collected from the minutes of proceeding taken in Novem- 
ber and December 1892, also in October and November, 1893. 

LAKE EBIX — PORT DOVER. 

W. H. Ansley. Whitefish, ripe in November; herrings, 15th November to 15th 
December; sturgeon June and July. 

Frank Jackson. Whitefish, 15th October to 1st December; herrings, June and 
February ; bass, between Ist and 15th June. 

Captain B. S. Allen. Whitefish, 1st to 10th November; herring, later on; bam 
in June, pickerel in April. 

W, F. Tihbits, Herring spawn in winter, whitefish end of November. 

David Low. Whitefish in November, 

James Low. Whitefish, 10th to 15th November, 

ST. THOMAS. 

C. C. Bates. Whitefish and herring in November. 

William Oudney. Whitefish and herring in November. 
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A. C. Brawn. Whitefish, latter pail; of November ; pickerel in April. 

W. Q, Emery. Whitefish and herring spawn in November ; blue pickerel in 
April and May. 

DanUl Lang, Whitefish, 10th November till December ; herring, end Novem- 
ber till January ; pickerel in April. , 

William Backhouse. Whitefish, end of November ; herring the same ; blue and 
yellow pickerel in March and April, aoooi'ding to season ; sturgeon spawn chiefly 
in July and June. 

Benry Swan. Whitefish latter part of October and in November ; herring the 
same ; blue and yellow pickerel in April. 

John Ellison. Whitefish, 15ih to 20th November ; herrings later, until January ; 
pickerel spawn in April. 

LBAMINOTON, ESSEX COAST. 

W. H. Black. Whitefish and herring, 15th November ; pickerel March or 
April. 

W. B. Bates. Whitefish and herring are in the height of spawning 26th 
November ; bass 24th May to 16th June. 

Ira Loop. Whitefish, 20th November to 1st December ; herring same ; sturgeon 
20th June to 1st July ; bass same. 

Gilbert DeLaurier, Whitefish commence 15th November ; herring the same ; 
sturgeon early in July; pickerel end of March or early in April. 

William Gmbh. Whitefish 20th to 30th November; herring the same. 

Phillip DeLaurier. Bass spawn June 20th through July. 

Henry Hébert. Whitefish 18th November or earlier ; sturgeon in May. 

Henry Smith, Black bass spawn 1st June through July. 

John DeLaurier. Whitefish 18th to 26th November and before and after ; 
herring, October and November ; black bass 1st June ; pickerel in May ; sturgeon 
in June. 

DETEOIT BIVEE. 

Noah Jolie. Whitefish, 15th November ; some after, some before ; herring 
later than whitefish; sturgeon, in spring; spawn mostly in June. 

Bemi Laframboise. Whitefish in November. 

Daniel Maloche. Whitefish, 12th to 20th November. 

J. W. Past. Whitefish, 20th November. Herring, 13th to 17th November, and 
on to December; pickerel as soon as ice leaves; maskinongé in spring; sturgeon 
more freely in June and July. 

John A. Burton. Whitefish, 1st November; herring later; sturgeon latter 
part of July ; pickerel done by Ist April. 

Joseph Maloche. Whitefish commence to run to Detroit Biver 10th October ; 
spawn in November ; herring spawn same time as whitefish. 
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Joseph Allen. — Whitefiah, 10th November; Bome before, greater part after. 
The bulk from 18th to 20th November; faerririg the latter part of November; 
sturgeon particularly in June. 

Charles Gauthier. — Bulk of sturgeon spawn 15th June to 16th July ; white- 
fish Â*om 1st November ; herring, later. 



LAKE HURON. 

Samia. 

Marquis A. Extchcoek, — Pickerel, 15th April ; herring, ripe in November and 
December ; sturgeon in July. 

John Lang, — Salmon-trout in November, ripe latter part of October ; white- 
fish in November ; herring, October and November, spawned out in November. 

QODBBIOH. 

John Cragie. — Whitefish, 10th November ; salmon-trout, Ist November. 

James Clarke. — Salmon-trout, beginning of November, some earlier; big trout 
15th October ; whitefish in November. 

Capt. James Inkster, — Salmon-trout from September until November ; herring 
ftrom 15th November until 15th December. 

JH. fV. Ball. — Herring, Ist November till December; piokerel done by 15th 
May; bass done by 15th June; salmon-trout ripe 27thOctoDer; whitefish ten days 
later. 

Malcolm McDonald. — Whitefish, 15th to 20th November ; salmon-trout, earlier. 

SOUTHAMPTON EVIDENCE. 

Donald McCauley. — Salmon-trout came in to spawn through October, and 
earlier, and later about 15th October; and spawn to 8th or 10th November; white- 
fish spawn all through November. 

Malcolm McKenzie.—Vfhiieûah and salmon-trout spawn all through November. 

Daniel McCauley, — Salmon-trout in November ; whitefish later in November. 

Finlay if oXennan-- Herring in latter part of October and November. 

Dougal McAuley, — Salmon-trout, 10th November; whitefish later in November. 



OEOROIAN BAY. 

Owen Sound Evidence, 

Captain Dunn, — Salmon-trout latter part of October and in November ; white- 
fibh 1 ater in November. 

James Telford. — Whitefish and salmon-trout spawn end of October. 

Bobert McKnight, — Whitefish throughout November. 
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John McKenzie. — Salmon-troat, 16th September to 16th October. 

James Pilgrim, — Sftlmon troat, ripest time 10th November; whitefish, 20th 
November to Ist December. 

Gilbert Péter Jf<?7ntosA.~-Salmon-troat and whitefish spawn 10th November, 
the hottest time. 

Adam H. Stephen, — Salmon-trout 28th October to 6th November ; whitefish 
20th November through December. 

John Nelson. — Salmon-trout, first run Ist October to 20th October. 

John ifo(7rae.— Satmon-trout. 20th to 25th October. 

Alexander itfbPAea.— Speckled-trout, some as early as September. 

BARRIS. 

John i?tfie8.—^almon-ti*out ripest Ist October; close season for salmon-trout 
and whitefish should begin 1st October; brook-trout 1st September. 

MIDLAND EVIDENCE. 



Albert JHutchins. — ^Whitefish, heat of spawning 15th to 20th November, con- 
gregate about 20th October ; salmon-trout, end of October. 




Samuel Fraser. — Salmon-trout 16th October to 15th November; bass in May 
and June, also maskinongë ; herring largely in November about the same as white- 
fish, which spawn later than salmon-trout; pickerel in April, as soon as the ice 
breaks up ; mud-pouts in June. 

J. A. Smith. — Salmon-trout, 15th to 20th October, on into November; large 
black trout ripest 10th 12th October; pot-guts about the same, but spawn in deep- 
er water, not on the shoals ; whitefish, ripest 10 to 12th November, a little later 
than salmon-trout and take longer to spawn ; herring in November; bass in April 
and May and on into June, they guard their spawning beds and young in Jane and 
July ; pike and maskinongë, middle of April to middle of May. 

Frank Bonter, — ^Bull-heads in Jane; pickerel from 16th to end of April; pike 
earlier ; bass in June ; suckers and mullet early in spring up the rivers and 
streams. 

John Yates. — The male salmon-trout come on 18th to 20th October, females 
follow 25th October, the month of November would only cover ten days of their 
spawning time ; whitefish 8th to 9th November, done spawning 16th to 20th, 
they spawn very quickly; black bass 1st to 10th June, and watch their nests for 
two weeks. 

Captain Whartman. — Salmon-trout, 20th October to 5th November; whitefish, 
1st to 20th JNovember, ripest 10th to l^th November, with variations of five days, 
aocordinff to locality ; herring spawn later ; pickerel, 20th to 25th April ; pike 
earlier; bass in M^ and June, the bulk 15th June, and then watch their young 
fry; mud-pouts in June, they also watch their young. 
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William Hodgins, — Salmon-trout ripest 25th October to 10th November ; 
whitefish, 10th to 25th November, but both species spawn eai'lier and later; pick- 
erel, April and May ; bass, May and June. 

TT. FF. Church — Salmon-trout, 20th to 30th October, some later ; whitefiah ten 
days later; herring in November, 10th to 20th. Same dates for Lake Ontario; 
pickerel in Lake Ontario from 25th April to 10th May; bass in June; pike in 
April; maskinongé, 10th May; catfish in June. 

W. Qerow. Salmon-trout in Lake Superior come in to spawn 10th September, 
and on south shore of the Georgian Bay 19th October; north shore about the same; 
they remain about fifteen days and then leave the shore ; in Lake Superior they have 
done spawning by 20th October, and in the G-eorgian Bay about 1st November; no 
spawning of any account is done by salmon-trout after Ist November. Whitefish 
come to the shore to spawn about 1st November in Georgian Bay, and remain ten 
to fifteen days, some spawn before, some after ; herring spawn in November ; black- 
bass in June; pickerel between 25th May and 1st June; catfish in June. 

Joseph Cunningham. Whitefish gather on the shoals to spawn in November; 
ripest 10th to 15th. Salmon-trout come in latter part of October and through 
November; ripest about 1st November; herring throughout November; blackbf^s 
in May and June; pickerel in April and May. 

Archibald Campbell. Salmon-trout begin to work towards the shore to spawn 
25th October, ripest 1st November; best catch 15th November; whitefish come on 
10th November; they take less time to spawn than trout, and spawn principally be- 
tween 15th and 20th November, ripest 10 to 15th. and then leave for deep water; 
herring spawn in November ; pickerel in early spring ; bass in May and June. 



LAKE ONTAEIO. 

Hamilton Evidence, Burlington Bay. 

Daniel McChoyn. Herring spawn 18th to 27th November; ciscoe8,25th December 
to 15th January; salmon-trout, middle of October to 30th November; whitefish 
about the same ; bass in May and June. 

William Depew, Herrings spawn from 22nd November to 1st December, per- 
hapB a little longer; ciscoes, latter part of January and in February; whitefish and 
salmon-trout spawn in November; bass in June; proper season for herring, 15th 
November to Ist December. 

Jonathan Corey. Herring latter part of November. 

Frederick Corey. Salmon-trout in October; pickerel, March and April; white- 
fish, 20th November to 10th December; herring the same; bass, 1st June; ciscoes, 
December till April ; catfish, end of May and in June. 

BAT OF QUINTE. 

Daniel Bellknapp. Says whitefish spawn from 1st to 15th November; bullheads 
in June and July ; bass also spawn in June. 

Peter Weese. Whitefish come into the bay and spawn in November; herring 
spawn about the end of November; pickerel and mudpouts spawn in May; pike and 
bass spawn in June. 

Wesley Weese. Whitefish spawn from 1st to 10th November; herring spawn 
later; pike as soon as ice leaves; pickerel in May; mudpouts spawn in June. 
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Bobert McDonald. Whitefish spawn freely Ist to lOth November; herrings 
oome in after whitefiBh. 

George McDonald, Whitefish spawn Ist to 10th November. 

Samuel Geddes. Whitefish spawn 1st to 10th November. 

Nicholas McDonald. Whitefish spawn 1st to 10th November ; herring, should 
be no close season. 

David Q-erow. Whitefish spawn 1st to 10th November ; herring spawn after 
the whitefish ; pickerel as soon as ice leaves. 

William Black. Whitefish spawn 10th November, some earlier, some later; 
pickerel spawn in May ; bass in June. 

Thomas McDonald. Whitefish spawn Ist to 30th November. 

James Pollard. Whitefish come into the bay 1st October, and remain till 30th 
November, when done spawning; herring come to spawn in November. 

Seth Benson. Whitefish come np the bay, and leave about 15th November after 
spawning. 

Nelson Instant. Whitefish and salmon-trout should not be caught going to 
or fï-om their spawning grounds. 

Thos. Howard. Whitefish should not be caught in spawning time ; the present 
close season (of November) is right. 

George Lindsay. Mudcats spawn in June. 

Thomas Vanorder. Whitefish spawn about 15th November, are done about 
25th November; salmon-trout the same; pickerel as soon as ice leaves. 

Milo Parks. Killing whitefish at spawning times has much to do with their 
reduced numbers at present time. 

LAKE SUPERIOR. 

Port Arthur. 

W. G. Dobbie. Salmon-trout spawn 15th October to 10th November ; whitefish 
from 25th October to 10th November. 

John Maloney. Salmon-trout, 20th September to 30th October ; whitefish from 
20th October to 20th November. 

Senry Servais. Salmon-trout spawn 10th October to 31st October; sturgeon 
spawn in June ; herring in November. 

B. N. Nuttall. Salmon-trout spawn 15th to 30th October ; whitefish fi*om 20th 
October to 15th November ; whitefish from 20th October to 15th November. 

J. B. Walker. Whitefish spawn in November. 

LAKE HURON — NORTH CHANNEL. 

Thessalon. 

Thomas Strain. Whitefish spawn 15th November to 15th December ; salmon- 
tront spawn in October. 

Laurie King. No close season wanted. 

xziii 



Digitized by 



Google 



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 10c*.) A. 1893 

Jameè B. Dohhie, Whitefish spawn middle of November ; some earlier, some 
later ; salmon-troat middle of October. 

John Sullivan. Whitefish spawn about 15th November to 26th ; salmon-trout 
from 15th to 30th October. 

David Bellerose. Whitefish spawn middle of November ; salmon-ti*out latter 
part of October. 

Stephen Fourchette, Whitefish spawn from 1st to 15th November ; «almon-trout 
from Ist to 30th October. 

Abraham King, There should be no close seasons. 

Gore Bay, 

Wm. W. Holden. Whitefish spawn in November ; salmon-tront from 5th to 
25th November ; sometimes in October. 

Angus Matthewman. No close season requii*ed. 

John Lapointe, Whitefish always spawn in November ; salmon-trout fVom 16th 
to 30th October. 

James Purvis, Whitefish spawn from 10th to 28th November ; salmon-trout 
end of October and beginning of November. 

James Noble. Whitefish spawn in November ; salmon-trout spawn earlier. 

Killamey. 

Thomas Boyton, Whitefish spawn 8th to 20th November ; salmon-trout from 
26th October to 15th November ; pickerel from 15th April to 15th May ; herring 
in^November ; bass spawn in June. 

Ned Fourcheau. Whitefish, month of November ; salmon-trout spawn earlier. 

James Noble, Whitefish spawn in November; salmon-ti*out from 15th October 
to 20th November ; herring in November. 

Nelson Harman. Whitefish spawn fi'om 11th to 25th November (should be 
the whole of November) ; salmon-trout from 15th October till November ; pickerel 
15th April. 

George Larouche, — Whitefish spawn 17th to 20th November; some earlier, 
some later; salmon-ti*out, 15th to 20th October; pickerel from April to June. 
Herring should be protected. 

Joseph Bocque. — ^Whitefish spawn early in November ; salmon-trout about a 
week earlier; pickerel spawn in April; bass spawn in June; herring spawn same 
as whitefish. 

Adolphus Martin, — ^Whitefish spawn about 5th November; salmon-trout abont 
two weeks earlier; pickerel from 25th April to May. 

SAULT STE. MARIE. 

Nelson Couture. — Whitefish spawn fVom Ist to 15th November, some earlier, some 
later; salmon-trout from 20th October to 10th November; pickerel spawn about 
15th April to 15th May. 
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William Kimball. — ^Whitefish opawn 10th to 20th November; bome earlier, some 
later; Balmon-trout, 15th to 25th October; some earlier, some later; herring spawn 
in November. 

Joseph Ganley. — ^Whitefish spawn from 5th to 20th December; some spawn 
20th to 30th November ; salmon-trout aad whitefish close season should be fi*om 15th 
November to 1st January. 

Angus McLeod. — Salmon-ti'out spawn let to 30th November; whitefish, same. 

James QarratU — Whitefish spawn 20th November; some earlier, some later; 
salmon-trout somewhat earlier. 

William McLeod. — Salmon-trout in September and October. 

Thomas H. Bethanay. — Whitefish spawn end of October and in November; 
salmon-trout begin to spawn 15th October. 

James Qauley. — Whitefish begin to spawn 25th November and on till 10th 
December: salmon-trout, some begin 25th October and end 5th November. 

Michael Neville. — Whitefish are ripe from 25th November to 20th December ; 
salmon-trout are ripe 25th September. 

Frank Scott. — Whitefish come to spawn 18th November till 12th December; 
aalmon-trout begin 5th October, and last three weeks. 

James Qlanville. — Whitefish spawn all through November ; salmon-trout from 
15th to 31st October; pickerel spawn 1st May. 

Peter Calgiosgie (Indian). — ^Whitefish spawn whole of November ; salmon-trout 
begin 15th October and on till 15th November. 



6.— PROPOSED RESERVATIONS FOR THE NATURAL BREEDING OP 
FISH, AND FOR ANGLING PURPOSES ALSO. 

Reference being made in the body of this reçort for the reservation of spawning 
grounds in certain localities, the following limits for that purpose are herewith 
suggested : They are somewhat extensive in their limits, the area will take in the 
nari*ower parts of the east and north shores of the Georgian Bay and North Channel, 
which are studded with countless small islands, forming innumerable small bays 
and inlets, to which nearly all the various species of fishes indigenous to the watero 
of the Georgian Bay go for spawning purposes. It may, and no doubt will, be 
considered by many a somewhat drastic measure, particularly by those who have 
been continuously using all kinds of fishing engines of an illegal character, and 
killing fish in season and out of season within these limits. Amongst these numerous 
groups of islands every facility is afforded for illicit fishing on the most extended 
scale, and whilst net fishing of any description is permitted under the regulations 
amongst these islands, it will be almost an impossibility to stop the poaching now 
BO extensively carried on. But if these limits are wholly set apart as a reservation 
for spawning gi*ounds of fishes of the various kinds which frequent these naturally 
adapted places for their reproduction, and net fishing prohibited therein, no pretext 
could be set forth by any one found fishing, or in possession of û^h or fishinç gear 
"within these limits, that because he had formerly obtained a license to fish in the 
Georgian Bay waters he might also be entitled to fish in these natural spawning 
£^unde as now proposed to be reserved. 

The proposed reserved limits are as follows : Commencing on the shore of 
Matohedaish &iy at the south eastern extremity of Georgian Bay, thence in a north- 
westerly line taking in the easterly shore of the Bay with all the islands up to Black 
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Bell Island ; thence easterly to Point Aux Bi^Tille ; thence north-westerly in a 
stl*aight line to the north side of the main Bastard Islands; thence easterly in a 
straight line to Fox Island ; thence iu a straight line to Killarney, — and from Killar- 
ney across Frasers Bay to Point Mary on Cloche Island ; thence following the north 
shore of Cloche Island to its extreme north-western points; thence in a straight line 
to the south-eastern extremity of Aird's Island; thence following the north shores 
of Aii*d*s Island, and John's Island to the most westerly point of John's Island ; 
thence in a straight line to Bassett Island ; thence to Sanaford Island ; thence to the 
east end and along the north shore of Hennepin Island to its western point ; thence 
in a line to the extreme end of Thessalon Point. — All the waters, bays, inlet» and 
islands east and north of the above described lines and limits, and reaching the 
main land, are hereby recommended to be reserved from any description of fishing 
whatever, except for angling purposes only with rod and line, or trolling, pro- 
vided that such means of fishing by angling only, shall not be allowed during the 
periods which are now or may oe hereafter set aside as close seasons for the pro- 
tection of all or any of the kinds of fish frequenting the waters within these limits 
proposed to be reserved, 

A reservation for Lake Huron to commence at the south end of French Bay 
below Sable river, on the east shore of Lake Huron thence north in a straight line 
up the line to Greenough Point, taking in all the waters and islands between the 
said line and the mainland. 



6.— INJUEY TO THE FISHERIES FROM THE EXPORTATION OF 

SAW LOGS. 

SYNOPSIS OF XVIDBNOB OIVBN THBRXON. 

James B. Dobie, of Thessalon, said : There is a serious obstacle to the fisheries 
here fVom the rafting of saw logs across the bay; another injury is the loading of 
vessels along the shore with pulp wood for the United States ; they dump the refuse 
stuff in the water which pollutes the bottom and drives away the fish and destroys 
the fishing nets. This is done by American vessels coming here for cargoes of pulp 
wood ; this is extensively done all along the shores at the mouths of rivers ; this is 
a general complaint of fishermen as seriously affecting their nets ; the pulp wood is 
mostly spruce in the rough state. It is shipped to Detroit ; it is also rafted in some 
cases. 

David Bellerose, of Thessalon, said : When I fished gill-nets, I lost out of seventy- 
five nets thirty-nine f^om bark and fibre which clung to them in such a manner that 
I had to throw them away. This bark and fibre comes from the pine logs which 
are towed across the bay; they are towed in large rafts or booms, and when rolling 
about in these booms by the action of the water, the bark and fibre is rubbed off and 
settles upon the nets and ruins them. This stuff also spoils the breeding and feed* 
ing grounds of the fish. It ought to be stopped in the interests of the fishermen. 
This great loss has only been felt by fishermen since the logs and pulp wood have 
been taken across the bay to the United States free. If it is continued our fishermen 
will be ruined. 

Stephen Fourchette, of Thessalon, said: Have fished for thirty years; the saw 
log towing is not injurious here ; there was a fishing ground in Massasagua Straits 
that was actually ruined, it was at one time a first-class ground; I went to fish there 
this year, but got no fish ; the fishing ground was covered with bark which drove 
the fish away ; these logs came from the north shore rivers and are towed to Bay 
City in the United States. I have seen rafts half a mile along by a quarter mile 
wide, some eighty acres, principally pine logs; the bark and fibre are rubbed off by 
the rolling of the logs together when being towed, this falls upon the nets and ruins 
them, BO they cannot be fished again ; these rafts are sometimes anchored on the 
fishing gi*ounds for three and four days, during this time they are constantly rolling 

xxvi 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ontario Fishery Commission. 

toçether^ rubbing off the bark and fibre wood w&ich sinks to the bottom, foaling the 
fishing grounds and making the nets useless. 

Abraham King^ of Thessalan, a fisherman of thirty years, said : A great injuiy is 
felt by fishermen and much damage done to the fisheries by the rafting and floating 
of saw logs across the bays and lake ; I have seen twelve sets of gill-nets destroyed 
by the bark and other stuff which comes off the great tows of logs going to Bay 
Oity, in Michigan, from the Spanish and other rivers on the north channel. The 
logs are got out on the north shore, floated down the rivers, and then boomed 
together and towed by steam tugs over to Bay City and other American ports. 
These tows or booms in some cases will cover a space of five and ten acres and 
more. These logs keep constantly rolling together by the action of the water which 
rubs off the bark and nbre and stringy parts, it floats about for a while and then 
sinks and coUects on the nets, tangling them and turning them, the aete cannot be 
fished or cleaned again, and are tbrawnaway. It should be the duty of the Govern- 
ment to have the export of saw logs in rafts across the fishing grounds stopped. If 
the Americans want the logs, they should be compelled to take them across our 
fishing grounds in tugs or steamboats, and not float them in rafts or booms. If this 
is not done another great injury will fall upon the fisherman and add further to the 
destiuction of the fisheries. 

William W, Holden, of Qore Bay^ fished for ten years, said : The export and 
towing of saw logs is becoming most injurious to the fisheries; the gill-net fisher- 
men complain most as their nets are injured by the bark and fibre wo^ ; these logs 
are towed aci*oss the bay in booms by tugs. They travel slowly from one to two 
miles an hour; these rafts are very large, some three and four millions of feet. 

Angus Matthewman^ of Grore Bay, a fisherman for 25 years, said : — There is great 
injury done to the fisheries and to fishermen from the bark, and fibre wood from the 
saw logs which are towed across the bays ; These logs came from White-fish, 
Spanish, and Serpent rivers, and are taken to the American side at Bay City, Saginaw 
and other places ; they are towed during the whole season in raus from ten to 
fifteen acres each, principally pine logs ; When towing these logs roll about and rub 
off the bark, and the fibre next to the bark, these settle to the b[>ttom, get into the 
nets and destroy them. It hunts the gill-nets most ; Whitefish will not stay where 
this bark and dirty stuff is. It is destructive to the fisheries in every way ; The 
rails travel slowly from 1^ to 2 miles an hour, during head winds they have to turn 
back and take shelter, they are still grinding off the bark, all the while; I have 
experienced this injury at Saginaw Bay, in the United States, and it is the general 
opinion of fishermen, there as well as here, that this log rafting business will ruin the 
fisheries completely if it is allowed by the authorities to be continued. 

John Lapointe, of Spanish Biver, has fished for 25 years, said : — ^Whitefish and 
salmon-trout are much scarcer than they were 10 years ago ; in 1882, 1 took 100 
tons with six nets ; 40 tons would be a large catch now, as by the same number of 
nets ; this falling off has been caused in part by too much fishing. The bark f^om 
saw logs has done great harm. 

James Furvis, of Gore Bay, fished all his life, about 24 years, said : — ^We find the 
saw log business very injurious to the fisheries from the bark and soft wood which 
is rubbed off in towing the logs to the American ports ; these rafts are very large, 
covering sometimes 10 acres and more ; the constant rolling caused by the action of 
the water, rubs these logs together and grinds off the *bark and soft wood which fall 
to the bottom, when the currents and winds drive this stuff into the nets making 
them worthless. This is a great evil to the fisheries ; this bark from the logs does 
not work up on the shore. 

James Noble, of Cook's mills, fisherman and fish dealer 12 years, said : — ^This 
year whitefish are scarcer by reason of the bark and stuff from the saw log rafts and 
booms which ^seem to drive them away. This stuff also effects the nets and prevents 
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their catching fish as well. The meshes get closed up with this refase, and fish 
wont enter them as freely as they .otherwise woald ; it is next to impossible to get 
this stuff off the meshes of the nets, it is actual ruination to the gill-nets. This 
stuff comes from the saw logs when being towed across the bay ; the constant rolling 
together rubs off the bark and fibre and causes the damage to the nets ; these rafts 
are very numerous, the logs come from different rivers on the North Shore, they 
are put together in large booms and towed by tuss. They go slowly, they are all 
sizes, they may be a quarter to half mile in length and nearly the same in width ; 
they are taken to Bay City, United States, this isdone since the duty has been taken 
off logs; it is causing rapid destruction to the fisheries here and is also keeping 
thousand of men out of employment in working in the mills as they are now nearly 
all closed up; if this is allowed to continue the whitefish fishery will be destroyed 
very soon. 

Edward Faurcheau, of Little Current, fisherman for 10 years. Whitefish and 
salmon-trout have fallen off during my fishing operations ; it is caused by the changed 
state of the water, and from the effects of towing saw logs, and pine refuse fVom 
mills ; the sawdust has done a ^reat deal of harm, but latterly saw logs are doing a 
very great injury. In towing them across the bav in rafts they i*oll aoout from the 
action of the water and the outer and inner bark is ground off when it becomes 
water soaked and settles to the bottom and catches upon the meshes of the nets, and 
when the winds blow it is also stirred about and is washed into the nets ; this 
besides desti-oying the nets, also drives the fish away ; some nets become perfectly 
useless ; a great many have to be thrown away, the corks and leads are the only 
part of the net than can be saved ; this damage is general in the north channel ; 
these saw log rafts will take 2 tags to tow them, and are so large as to cover 60 and 
100 acres of the surface of the bay; they have to remain some time on account of 
head winds ; all this time the grinding of the bark and softs parts is going on, this 
stuff gets water soaked it wont float to shore but sinks and b^mes mstriDuted all 
over the bottom, and is driven into the meshes of the nets ; this damage to the 
fisheries was not felt in former vears nor before this saw log towing took place. The 
taking of the duty off saw logs has largely interfered with labour about here, most 
of the saw mills are closed up, and the saw logs are towed over to the United States. 
If the duty were put again on the logs, more saw mills would be built here to cut 
up the logs in our own country ; American tugs and labour take saw log raftsacross 
to the United States. 

James Noble, of Killarney, engaged in fishing and dealing in fish for 17 years, 
said : — [f this excessive fishing goes on, and this new calamity from the saw log 
business is not stopped the fishing industries in the Georgian Bay and north channel 
cannot last long ; unless some strong measures are brought to bear to protect the 
fisheries, the formerly great fisheries in this section of the Province must be soon 
done away. The way to remedy these difficulties from the saw log question is to 
put an export duty on the logs, this would stop the great outlet of logs from this 
section into the United States ; This would also give employment to Ûioasands of 
Cani^dian hands, and open up again the saw mills, which are now shut up ; and also 
stop the great evil to our fisheries which come from the refuse matter off the saw 
logs in their transport in rafts to the United States ; these rafts cover 15 and 20 
acres taking 2 large steam tugs to tow them, they go veiy slowly only from 1 to 2 
miles an hour. The logs are continually grinding together, rubbing off the outside 
and inside bark, which sinks to the bottom getting on the nets and destroying both 
the nets and the feeding and breeding grounds of our Bay fisheries. 

Nelson Harman, of CoUingwood, fishing off and on for 20 years, said : — ^Fishing 
is greatly injured from the rafting of saw logs in such great numbers which are now 
towed across the lake to the United States. This injury is caused by the outside 
and inside bark ground off the logs which forms a sort of stringy substance which 
settles upon the nets and dogs up the meshes making the nets useless. Nothing 
will clear this stuff off the nets except pushing off the particles with your fingers, 
this causes so much expense and time as to make it better to throw the nets away 
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and get new ones ; this rafting is very great, they are towed by tugs, covering 4, 5 
and more acres. Their motion in the water work» off the outer and inner bark 
which settles to the bottom, and besides injuriniç the nets it also destroys the fishing 
grounds by driving the fish away ; this log difficulty has been noticed by me some 
years but only these in small spots caused by the local towing of logs for homo 
work, of some saw mills, but since the duty has been taken off logs, this evil ha& 
grown to great magnitude and threatens the fishing industiy most seriously ; the 
rafts are generally towed by two large tugs, which are owned by Americans. The 
nets would last about two years before this bark difficulty came up, but now the 
whole net will only last one year with this stuff. The rafting of these saw logs 
across to the United States employs hardly any Canadian hands. The United States 
dealers bring their men and tugs with them ; if these logs were sawn in our own 
mills in our own country a large number of Canadian workmen would be employed. 
As it is these mills are shut up and this labour to our people is lost ; many of our 
former mill hands now follow these logs to the United States to work in the mill& 
there. 

George Jjarouche, of Little Current, fisherman for 7 years, said : — The towing of 
saw logs is destructive to the nets and the fishery, but this did not accur in Mudge 
Bay, it is felt in the North Channel and in Georgian Bay ; the bark and the rind 
next to the bark is ground off by the rolling and rubbing of the logs together when 
towing. This stuff falls to the bottom and catches on the meshes of the nets, it is 
most injurouH ; these rafts cover a surface area of as much as ten acres at a time ; 
since this injury to the fishery by saw logs has taken place, I do not know where the 
fish have been driven to, it certainly is a great injury to the fishermen. The rafling 
of logs did not exist here sometime ago, it is only since the duty was taken off logs. 

Joseph BocquCy a fisherman of 14 years' expenenoe, said : — ^The present rafting 
and towing of saw logs, which casts off the bark and i-ubbish has had the tendency 
to injure and reduce the catch of fish and to destroy the nets ; I have had my neta 
destroyed by the bark and soft wood inside, which is rubbed off these logs when 
being towed; some of these rafts are about three-quarters of a mile long, some of 
then when boomed will cover 3 or 4 acres. Before this rafting commenced the nets 
were not injured, but now the nets become useless and are destroyed for fishing 
purposes ; if this rafting goes on the fisheries will become almost ruined. The 
feeding as well at the breeding ground of the fish are most seriously injured, by this 
stuff. 

Adolphtus Martin, fishing in Georgian Bay and at Killarney, for 6 yeara, said : — 
Whitefish and salmon-trout have fallen off at the present to what they were in former 
years caused by the injury derived from saw logs being towed over the lake oovering 
the spawning ground with bark, and the small wood next the bark which Is gi*ound 
off by the rolling of the logs together while being towed by American tugs ; these 
logs come from all parts of the Georgian Bay and are towed to the American side ; 
the bark and stuff ground off settles on the feeding and breeding grounds of the fish, 
and collects on the nets; this drives the fish away and starves them off their feeding 
places, so that they cannot be caught here as they used to be. I lost seven pieces of 
net last season with this stuff getting fastened to the meshes and making the nets 
nseless. I lost 300 yards of net, other fishermen lost nets in the same way ; the rafts 
are quite numerous and very large sometimes covering five acres square, at other 
times f to 1 mile long ; they are towed by tugs about 2 miles an hour. They are 
sometimes delayed by winds and shelter in bay or behind islands ; all this time the 
rubbing and grinding is going on, and the bark and soft parts settle to the bottom, 
it won't drift on shore, it gets water soaked and sinks ; this rafting has been going 
on for past 6 years, but more largely of late ; this was not done much l^efore the 
duty was taken off saw logs ; this sending the logs to the United States does great 
harm to the working people, as the saw mill owners have shut down, that. stoppit^S 
a great trade here ; the government should take early steps to stop this ev\\ which 
is doing so much harm to thé fisheries and the fishermen, and to the inliahitants. 
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generally, this is the general opinion amongst all fishermen and the public on the 
ÏTorth Shore. 

NtUm Couturt^ of Spanish Biver, a fisherman for 22 years, said : — ^Whitefiah are 
more scarce than they were ; the water has become dirty and their feeding grounds 
are injured from the bark and fibre wood ground ofE" the logs that are rafted across 
the bay ; these rafts will coyer 10, 15 and 20 acres of water ; they are towed about 
1 mile an hour, all this time the logs work and rub together grinding off the bark, 
and sappy wood parts in great quantities which settles to the bottom spoiling the 
feeding ground of the fish, and lodging in the meshes of the nets destroying them. 
This log rafting has been going on for some 5 years, and is increasing every year 
yery largely, and destroying the nets of a great number of fishermen ; these logs 
come down all the riyers ana are rafted and towed across to the United States. 

James 6rlarmlle, of Sault Ste. Marie, fisherman for years, said : — Bark and the 
soft wood on the logs which has been found to be yery plentihil in the water, since 
the exportation of saw logs, has taken place isinjorious; this stuff rubs off by the 
motion of the logs while Ming towed across the bay to the United States, The rafle 
are yery large and great damage is done to the meshes of the nets it is much more 
injurious to gill-nets than pound nets. If these logs are allowed to be towed oyer 
our waters this difficulty will increase, and the prospects for the fisheries in the 
future will not be very encouraging to the fishermen. 

P. Sullivan and SanSj of Spanish Station, write as follows : — ^In regard to the 
number of rafts which left here this summer of 1893, there was two hundred and 
ten millions logs came down the Spanish Biver ; out of that there were about 
30,000,000 manufactured in this district and there are still on hand about 20,000,000 
rafted up in store-booms, to leave here the first thing in the spring ; that leaves 
160,000,000 which were rafted and towed to the other side (United States) this 
season, as near as can be ascertained these logs left here in about 40 or 46 rafts and 
and would cover from 20 to 25 square miles of water 

The above facts have been ascertained respecting the number of logs passing 
between Spanish Biver and the Greorgian Bay. There are eight different streams ana 
each one is used for the flowing of logs ; the French Biver I am told passed even 
more logs them the Spanish, and my opinion is that the bottom of the whole lake 
from Georgian Bay to Missasaugua is teeming with bark ; it is 18 miles across to the 
Ifanitoulin and rafts pass in three different directions so that the bark is spread 
eveiy way ; this bark in the course of time forms into a kind of slime, and fish will 
not stay on that ground ; there were five boats fishing fi*om here four years ago, 
since then they have left as fish got so scarce, and in a very short time I believe 
there will be no fish at all ; 

On September 26 '* last, I had 36 piece» of nets utterly destioyed by this bark, 
each piece of net was 180 yards long (in all 6,480 yai*ds) and was loaded so heavily 
with bark as to break the web; I had also six other pieces similarly loaded with 
bark the last week in October. I am sending a sample of net as we took it out in 
October." 

7.— COLOSB SEASONS BBCOMMBNDED. 

The following code of regulations is recommended for adoption based upon 
the evidence obtained from the fishermen examined, as shown in the foregoing 
«pitome, and in the full minutes of evidence appended to this report: — 

STUBGSON. 

Between the 15th of May and the 16th of July, both days inclusive. 

HBBaiNGS, WHITEFIbH, OISOOSS. 

Between November the 1st and November the 30th, both days inclusive. 
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SALMON-TROUT. 

BetweeD the 16th of October and the 30th of November, both days iDclusive. 

PIOKXRBL, DORÉ. 

Between the Ist of April and the 3l8t of May, both days inclusive. 

BLAOK BASS. 

Between the 10th day of May and the 30th day of Jane, both days ioclasive. 

NOTB.— This close seaiioa for bass is already established. 

SPEOKLSD TROUT. 

Between the 15th day of September and the 3 1st day of March, both days in- 
clusive. 

MASKINONGE AND PIKS. 

Between the Ist day of April and the 15th day of June, both days inclusive. 

MUDOATS, BULLPOUTS, CATFISH. 

Between the 1st day of May and the 3l8t day of August, both days inclusive. 

Note. — Commissioner Harris thinks the dose season for sturgeon should be from the 15th June to the 
Idth July ; and the close season for herring should be from the 15th November to the 15th January. 

8.— MESHES OP GILL-NETS. 

Further evidence has been obtained from practical fishermen and fish dealers 
relating to the 4^-inch extension mesh used in gill-nets for capturing whitefish and 
salmon-trout. This evidence may be condensed as follows : — 

Should the present 4^inch mesh be enlarged in size, a number of fishermen 
will be somewhat affected by it, in consequence of not being permitted to catch the 
smaller, under-sized and immature fish ; and on the other hand unless the 4^inch 
meah is condemned and the 5-inch mesh re-established as the regular minimum size, 
whitefish and salmon-trout will in a few years become extinct, and the public will 
be deprived of that valuable fish food. 

9.— RESERVATION OF SPAWNING GROUNDS FOR FISH : ALSO FOR 
ANGLING PURPOSES ONLY. 

On this subject very little information could be obtained tVom the witnesses 
examined. Saggestions were however given by CaptDunn and others from which by 
examining the map or chart of the east and north shores of the Georgian Bay ancl 
North Channel thereof, it will be found that the whole of this coast is studded with 
innumerable islands which form immense numbers of bajrs, inlets, channels and 
intricate passages ; all of these are the resort of various kinds of fishes for breeding 
purposes ; and the feeding grounds also of the young of many of the more important 
commercial species. These latter kinds when matured roam throughout the water 
of the Greorgiaa Bay and Lake Huron for feeding purposes when away from their 
spawning grounds. 

The reservation of the limits which have been described will cover a very large 
area of the breeding grounds of the fish which inhabit the Georgian Bay and North 

xxxi 



Digitized by 



Google 



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 10c*.) A. 1893 

Channel thereof. Within this limit it has been suggested that net fishing of every 
description, as well as the use of spears, or any other fishing gear, except angling 
with ix>d and line, shall be wholly prohibited. Within this limit angling shall only 
be allowed under licenses to be first obtained from the Department of Marine and 
Fisheries on the payment of a fee for each rod, or ti*oll, with a discrimination in 
the amount of the fee as between the British subject and the foreigner. 

10 —CONCLUSION BY COMMISSIONEBS. 

While various explanations are given to account for the depletion of the fish- 
eries, your Commissioners can arrive at no other conclusion than that, the prime 
causes for it are (1) Fishing in the spawning seasons, and while fish are congr^a- 
ting for that purpose, going to and returning from the shores, bars, bays, ree& and 
rivers which are their breeding haunts ; (2)* The great destruction of immature 
fish in pound and gill-nets and seines ; (3) The waste of ereat quantities of fish in 
the use of unlimited lengths of gill-nets ; (4) The use of too small meshes in all 
nets ; (5) The great deposits of refuse matter from sawmills, and from the towage 
of immense rafts of saw-logs across the fishing grounds into the United States. 
These causes each, or combined, are in dii*ect violation of nature's laws in not giving 
to all fish full freedom to replenish the waters at their spawning times, and killing 
them before reaching maturity for reproductive purposes, 

SAMUEL WILMOT, 
' Ghairman. 

EDWAED HABBIS, 

Commissioner. 



*NoTE.— In section (2) Commissioner Harris thinks ** Pound and gill-nets and seines " should not be 
mentioned. 
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DOMINION FISHERY COMMISSION 



VOB THE 



I>ROVIlSrCE OF 0]SrTA.RIO. 

No. 1.— BELLEVILLE. 

Evidence of Daniel Bellknapp taken before Fishery Co mmisBioners Wilhot 
and HARRifi, at the city of Belleville, the 9th day of October, 1893. 

Mr. WiLMOT.-^-Have yoa any statement yon desire to make ? 

Mr. Chairman and gentlemen : — ^We, the fishermen of the Bay of Qaintë, wish 
to protect the fish and there seems to be some mistake in the department that we 
want to fish during the spawning season. We claim that the time for close season 
for whitefish in this bay, which is 30 days, is too lonp:, as the fish do not come into 
these waters before the spawning season. For my part, I think that the fishery 
overseer should be the one to determine the spawning time. We claim that white- 
fish spawn in these waters between the 1st and 10th of November inclusive, and we 
have to fish for same with 3^ extension meshes at present, which is altogether too 
large. We think 2f should be the extreme size. We think a close season of ten 
days would be plenty for whitefish to get through spawning. After they get through 
spawning they leave the bay and we see but very few. There arc plenty of herring 
caught in gill-nets after the whitefish are through spawning, but veiy few of the 
whitefish. We claim that we should be allowed to fish for herring during the 
month of November, but now, when the close season comes, we have to hang up our 
nets, for the first man we see is Overseer Clarke. I may say here that we consider 
him one of the best officers, and what is more, be is fair to all and treats all alike. 
It does not make any difference who it is that is fishing out of season he is punished. 
As regai-ds the fish hatcheries, I believe it is a grand success and is money well ex- 
pended. As regards the whitefish, if Mr. Charles Wilmot informs me right, it re- 
quires six months to hatch. 

Q. 1 might ask you Mr. Bellknapp. when do the whitefish come in this bay or 
are they here all the year round ? — ^A. No, sir, they are not here all the year round. 
They come in about the^st November or about the 2uth October. 

Q. What do they come here for? — A. I think* they come here to feed and that 
during the time they are here they lay their spawn. 

Q. And also spawn, is that right? — A. Tes, sir, also spawn. 

Q. When do the herring come into this bay? — A. About the 1st November or 
last of October. 

Q. What do they come here for ? — A. I suppose the same as the whitefish come 
for. 

Q. To feed and spawn ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is there any feed in this bay during the rest of the year? — A. That is a 
question I cannot answer here. They fee^ upon something or they could not live. 

Q. Yourimpressionis they come in during this time merely to feed and spawn? 
— A. Yes, sir 

Q. Where are they at the other times? — A. Out in the lake. 

Q. Then the result of all is they come to spawn ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When is the time they are more plentiful, schooling together? — A. I speak 
the whitefish. About the 5th and 10th November. I think from the 1st to the 
th November would cover the whole thing. 
10c»— 22} 
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Q. Yoa think all whitefish come from Lake Ontario? — ^A. Yes, and spawn in ten 
days. 

Q. In any year do they spawn before or after those dates? — A. I never remem- 
ber them spawning before the 1st of November. 

Q. The whole of their spawning is done between five or ten days ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do they remain here in the bay after that? — A. No, they leave directly ^ter. 

Q. They all leave after the 10th November ?— A. Yes, sir, in a body. 

Q. What about the herring, do they leave at once ? — A. No, sir, they stay until 
it nearly freezes up. 

Q. At what season do the herring spawn ? — A. I do not remember. 

Q. You do not know anything a^ut heri-ing spawn, is that what you mean, sir ? 
— A. Yes, 8ir,\ I do not know what time they spawn. 

Q. What style of net do you fish with ? — A. Hoop-nets. 

Q. Do you know anything about gill-nets ? — ^A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you catch whitefish ? — ^A. I think it is 1888 since I have fished for them. 
I fished for them before there was any close season. 

Q. When they were caught very numerously here ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q, Were they caught very numerously here about eight years ago ? — ^A. They 
were not. I don't think there has been as many whitefish for the last 20 years. We 
were not allowed to catch them last year in November. The whitefish come here 
for feeding and breeding and other purposes and the time they spawn in ib between 
the 6th and 10th of November and consequently are done in November. 

Q. Could there have been as many caught in the bay if you had fished? — A. 
Well, the fish were here last fall. 

Q. How did you know they were as numerous here ? — ^A. You could walk along 
and see them, and the whitefish plays upon the top of the water when it spawns. 

Q. It was in the month of November you saw them on the top of the water, 
which indicated they were spawning, is that what you mean ?— A. les, sir. 

Q. What do you fish for principally ? — ^A. Bullheads, 

Q. When and where do they spawn ? — A. In the month of June. I can prove 
that. 

Q. In marshy ground ? — ^A. In very shallow water. 

Q. I suppose you are aware there is no close season for bullheads ? — A. There 
is a close season for bullhead-nets. 

Q. What do you call a bullhead-net? — ^A. A hoop-net. 

Q. Are you forbidden to catch bullheads in June? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you think you should be ? — A, Yes, sir. A dose season for bullheads 
should be from the 1st May to the 1st September. They should be protected as well 
as the pickerel and bass. 

Q. Do you know anything about bass? — A. Yes, sir. ' 

Q. Are they a gamy fish? — A. Yes, sir. And they are caught for domestic 
use and sell well in the market. 

Q. When are they in the best condition ? — ^A. I should say about the 1st of May 
and again in Septemlier, and they spawn in June. 

Q. Do you know the habits of the bass ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are they like other fish ? — A. Not very much. They go on gravelly places 
and deposit their eggs during the month of June. 

Q. Do you know what fish takes care of its young ? — A« I don't think any fish 
takes care of its young except the bullheads. 

Q. Well, then does a catfish or bullhead take care of its young? — A. They take 
them out in deeper water. 

Q. What close season should there be for the bullhead ? — ^A. The month of June. 
I would give them a full month for their spawning. 

Q. Do they take care of their young after that ? — A. I don't know anything 
about that. 

Q. There is another fish called the sturgeon. Do you fish for them at all ?— A. 
No, sir. 
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Q. Do you know anything about their habits? — ^A. I have fished for them in 
years gone oy. 

Q. What other fish do you catch in your hoop or bullhead-nets,? — ^A. Perch, 
suckers, sunfish and bass. 

Q. A spawning season from the 1st of May to 1st September will cover peroh, 
bullhead, bass, suckers, mullets and sunfish ? — A. Yes, it would cover pickerel as 
well as the others. 

Q. How soon does the Biver Moira open up here ? — ^A. About the latter part of 
April. As soon as the ice is out the pickerel make for the river. 

Q. What other kind of fish do you have here? — A. Bass, perch, suckers, mullets, 
herring and whitefish. These are the principal fish in these watei*s. 

Q. When should the close season for whitefish and herring be ? — A. I am not 
ing |to inform you regaining whitefish, but I think from the 1st to the 10th of 
bvember. 

Q. How long since you did any fishing for this fish? — ^A. I have not fished for 
this for 15 or 16 years. For 19 years I have fished bullheads with hoop-nets. 

Q. What part of the bay do you have your nets in ? — A. In Mosquito Bay, and 
I fish with ten sets. 

Q. What do you mean by a set of hoop-nets Î— A. Two nets and a leader, and 
the length of the leader is thirty yai'ds. 

Q. What is the size of mesh ? — A. A 2^ inch pot, and the end is larger. The 
leader is three inches. 

Q, Now, what quantities may you catch ? Give a rough estimate ? What 
would be a catch of bullheads in a ha;ii ? — A. The season's catch is from 1} barrels 
to 3 or 4 barrels a week. 

Q. What will half a barrel weigh ? — A. One barrel weighs 300 pounds. 

Q. Have you any idea what the catch during the season amounted to ? — ^A. 
I have never made an estimate. 

Q. What is the size of twine you use ? — A. Nine, twelve and fifteen thread. 
Some use eighteen. I use fifteen, twelve for the win^s and fifteen for the bag. 

Q. What is the length of the hoop part of it? — A. I suppose about 9 feet. 

Q. Now, do I undei-stand you to say that whitefish were as plentiful here last 
season as they were twenty years ago ? — A. Yes, sir. I got this from fishermen, 
too. 

Q. A new era is coming on here surely with whitefish ? — A. I think it seems to 
be that: 

Q. Do you really say whitefish were as plentiful here last season as twenty 
yeara ago? — A. Tou understand fishing is like farming, it is not always the same. 
Some might only catch a few, and some three times the quantity the year following. 
It is owing to the weather. 

Q. But were thej as plentiful last year as twenty years aço?— A. Yes, sir. There 
has been no gradual failing off of whitefish here. I don't thmk so, not to amount to 
anything. 

Q. How is it we get any amount of evidence to the contrary ? — A. We know the 
fish were here. 

Q. What is the value of whitefish here ? — A. I do not catch them. 

Q. What is the value of bullheads ? — ^A. Four and one-half cents a pound. 

Q. Is that the average?— A. No, about four cents is allowed us. Bullheads is 
my fishing. 

By Mr. Harris: 

Q. Do you draw seine in these localities ? — ^A. No, sir. 
Q. You use hoop-nets ? — A. No, sir. 
Q. What kind of nets do you use ? — A. Gill-nets. 

Q! Are they herring-gill ?— A. No, sir, herring and whitefish gill-nets will not 
catch them. 

Q. Do you catch any mooneyes here?— A. I don't know anything about them. 
Q. Or eel pouts ? — A. Yes, sir 
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Q. Sheepsheads? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Grar pike? — A. We catoh very few. 

Q. Suckers and perch ? — A. Yes, sir, full of them. 

Q. Do you know whitefish to run in these waters? — A. No, they do not stay here. 
. Q. You never catch them in herring gill-nets ?— A. — ^No, sir, 

Q. Now I notice here in the report that you catch 3,800 pounds of hass. Do you 
catch any other kinds except hlack bass? — A. Yes, sir, there is one called swamp, 
and another rock bass. 

Q. 3,800 pounds covers the whole bass tribe? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, by what nets are these bass caught? — ^A. In the seines. 
\ Q. Do they go in the hoop-nets much ? — ^A. No, sir. 

Q. Now what length of seine do you fish with here ? — ^A. I suppose about 30 rods. 
That would cover the average. 

Q. Give the size of meshes in the centre. — A. Two and a half inches for herring 
and coarse fish. 

Q. What mesh do you use in herring-nets? — A. Three inches, most of the 
fishermen 2^. 

Q. The usual length of haul is what ? — A. Some more or less. Some 10 and 
some 40 rods each. Not more than 40. 

Q. About the season for black bass, does it extend from the first May to the 15th 
June, is that right? — ^A. I think that is right. 

Q. Now, wnen are black bassin the best condition for food? — A. When the 
water is cool. They are in good condition in May and in September, 

Q. Are the whitefish caught in gill-nets? — A. No; principally in seines in 
this bay. I am speaking of the locality where I live. 

Q. Are they in these waters all the year round ? — A. It is a rare exception. 

Q. What season of the year are they caught at all ? — A. About the 15th or 
20th October, and the latter part of October they do the seine fishing. The heft of 
it is done then. 

Q. Are there any spawn in fish caught in that season ? — A. None. 

Q. When do they come ? — A. 15th October. I might be safe in saying about 
the 15th November ihey are all gone. 

Q. And you do not see them until the next year ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. About the catch offish in this bay — it is put down at $17,000 in report of 
1892. Do you think that is about right ? — A. I cannot give you any information 
about that. 

Q. Well, you catch about $9 woi-th of other fish to $1 worth of whitefish Î— A. 
I think that is what it would be. We catoh a lot of coarse fish here. 

Q. Then you could not live if it was not for the coarse fish ? — A. We want 
them, but still we do not want you to think we do not want a close season. 

Q. Then you could not live at all in these waters if you were not allowed to 
catch the coarse fish ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And they are in the best condition in November? — A. In good oonditiou 
from September to the spring. 

Q. Among these coarse fish are what is called bullheads ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And they make a pretty large quantity of your coarse fish? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you skin them here? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where do you send them to ? — A. Buffalo. Worth about 4} cents when we 
started, I don't know whether they will stay up or not rest of season. 

Q. Who do you send them to thei»©?— A. The Buffalo Fish Co. 

Q. Do you catch your maskinongë in the spring or fall ? — A. Mostly in Sep- 
tember, but sometimes during the spring. 

Q. Do you catch quite a number of pickerel here ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Yellow kind, or blue? — ^A. Yellow. Never heard of the blue except in 
Lake Erie. 

Q. Pickerel, I suppose you catch right up to the time the ice comes ? — ^A. Yes, 
sir. 

Q. Ever draw seines under the ice? — A. They do in the lake but not ia the bay. 
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Q. Taking the entire fishing here, do you regard November fishinç the best 
available month ? — ^A. Tee, sir, for ooarse fishing, sach as Backers, piokerel, herrings 
and bullheads. October and November is a good time for bnllheaas. 

Q. Are there any gar pike here ? — A. Qaite a few. 

Q. Any large kinds ? — ^A. About 4 or 5 pounds is the average, but have some 
that go to 10 pounds. 

Q. Are they a fall fish ? — ^A. They stay with us all the vear around. 

Q. All these coarse fish we speak of except the bullheads, are they in the best 
condition in the fall of the year? — A. Tes, up to the spring, and the bullheads from 
November to spring. 

Q. Where do you catch catfish here? — ^A. Around the bay in different places. 
We call them channel fish. 

Q. Is not a channel cat like a catfish ?— A. It is a different fish altogether. 

Q. Do you regard them as different fish ? — ^A. Yes, different in colour and they 
are larger. 

Q. Do you consider there is any difference between the bullhead, mudpout and 
channel oat ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Is the bullhead and the catfish the same fish. — ^A. No, I have caught cat- 
fish that when they were dressed they weighed 22 pounds. 

Q. Then the bullheads, you think, are there in the fall ? — A. They stay with us 
all summer. 

Q. Will they average about half pound when clean ? — ^A. Hardly that. 

Q. Are there any salmon-trout caught in this bay ? — A. Not one in a year. 

Q. With regard to the pike, when is the season you think the pike in the habit 
of spawning? — A. The same as the pickerel. I think in June. 

Q. When do you think the maskinongë ? — ^A. I think the month of June. 

Q. Has it been the habit in years past to shoot the pike and maskinongë when 
the ice goes out of the marshes? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you know anything about the salmon proper ? — A. I have heard of their 
being caught here, in the Salmon Biver, Trent Biver and Belleville Biver. I cannot 
recollect the year, but since the mills were built they have not been seen. 

Q. With all these coarse fish you speak of here, do you think they prey upon the 
whitefisb» or do you think they could live in this bay along with the coarse fish 
here ? — A. I think not. These watera swarm with coarse fish, and as it takes six 
months for the whitefish to hatch, they prey upon these eggs for six months. We 
have a pike here that will fill himself with spawn clear to his chin from morning to 
night. The pickerel feed upon the eggs of coarse fish. 



PETEB WBBSB sworn :— 
By Mr. Wilmot: 

Q. Your residence ? — A. Bossmoi-e. 

Q. What is your calling ? — ^A. Merchant and fisherman. 

Q. How long have you heen engaged in fishing ? — ^A. I have fished all my life. 

Q. Where is your fishery? — A. Zwick's Island. 

Q. Any other locality? — ^A. Nowhere else. 

Q. What nets do you use ? — A. Seines altogether. 

Q. What size of mesh is your net ? — ^A. Two and a half extension bag, and then 
3 and 4 inches. 

Q. What is the size of the twine? — ^A. Twelve is the average, probably we put 
on a little this fall of 9 to make it a little cheaper. 

Q. What kind offish do you catch ? — A. We catch all kinds in the bay; prin- 
cipally whitefish, heriing and pickerel, and bass sometimes. 

Q. To whom do you sell your fish ? — ^A. Generally to Mr.. Black, in the town 
here. 
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Q. What is the usual price for fish ? — ^A. Of late years 4 cents, and for h^rrines 
50 cents per 100 pounds i as for bass, we do not haye them ; for our coarse fish, 
half a cent a pound. 

Q. When do you think these fish are in their best condition for consumption ? — 
A. When they are going up the bay. 

By Mr, Harris : 

Q. What do you call coarae fish ? — A. Suckers, mudcats, sunfish, perch, pike 
and all such fish as that. 

By Mr. Wilmot: 

Q. Are there parts of the year in which these fish are in better condition than 
others ? — ^A. I suppose thei e are. I think in November they are in good condition. 
I find the male whitefish are better than the she ones. 

Q. Why do you think the male fish is in better condition than the female ? — ^A. 
He is generally plumper than the female. We never catch a great many fish there 
when they are spawning. Our grounds are in deep water, and what fish we gene- 
rally get is after that. They catch some on the other side of the bay. 

Q. When do you catch your whitefish principally? — A. From about the 12th of 
October we begin to catch a few, and we end when the law shuts us off; we never 
catch whitefish in November there. 

Q. Tour fishing then is from the 12th of October to the end of October ? — A. 
Yes, and it is after that to the middle of November we generally catch herring. 

Q. When do you think that whitefish are in the act of spawning ? — A. I should 
think from the 1st to the 10th of November. I used to fish a good deal on bars, and 
found that was the time they were there, and herring spawn someyrhere along the 
end of November. 

Q. When do you think pickerel spawn? — A. In the spring, along in May. 

Q. When do you tliink the black bass spawn ? — ^A. In June, and pike in May. 
I don't know anything about maskinongé, we very seldom get hold of one. The 
mudpouts spawn in May. 

Q. Do you think they spawn in June at all ? — A^ I don't think so. They might. 
I see them going up the marsh in May. 

Q. Why do these whitefish and herring come up this bay ? — ^A. To deposit their 
eggs; they don't remain long, they generally get up here about the 12tn October 
and remain about a month, and they leave immediately after spawning. 

Q. What is the position of the whitefish and herring now in numbers to what 
they were a few years a^o? — ^A. If there were not more nets in the water now than 
30 years ago, there would bo 10 fish to one in my opinion, because there are 20 nets 
now to one then. 

Q. You mean to say that if there were no more nets now than 20 years ago the 
fish would be taken more plentiful ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would that apply to all kinds of fish ? — A. I don't think there is as many 
pickerel as there used to be. There are as many pike and fully as many suckers. 

Q. Do you think the nets below stop them from coming up largely ? — ^A. Yes, 
if they catch a thousand there they cannot come up here. 

Q. Do you not think there should be proper close seasons established for the 
preservation of fish ? — A. Yes, sir, and the close season for whitefish should be from 
the 1st to the 10th of November. 

Q. What about herring? — ^A. If there is any at all it should be about the last of 
November. They do not spawn until the last of November or first of December. 

Q. With regard to these other fish, pickerel, bass, pike and mudpouts, should 
they have their close season at any time r — A. Yes, I think they should, and I think 
all coarse fish should have a close season. 

Q. What is your impression in regard to fish generally in the act of spawning, 
are they in as good condition before as after? — ^A. I don't think the whitefish are, 
as I think they are fatter before than after spawning, and it applies to almost every- 
thing, fish or animals of all kinds when breeding. 
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Q* Now in regard to applications for licenses, do you think there should be an 
increase of licenses in this Say ?r— A. No, I think there is fully plenty now, the pre- 
sent number of licenses is sufficient. 

Q. What effect would it have if the number were doubled? — A. It would be in- 
jurious to the fishermen, they would not get as many fish. 

Q. Now, with your experience in fishing, what kind of net is the most injurious 
to the fisheries? — A. I do not know. The gill-net is the worst net there is for bass. 
Any one is bad enough, but pickerel is a fish pretty hard to gill. I think seines are 
more destructive for gilliug fish, that is, we catch more fish with them. 

Q. The seine then where the fish are would be more destructive than the gill- 
net? — A. Yes, it would get what fish there are where it is hauled. 

Q. Now are you of the impression that it is proper for the government to have 
these fisheries protected in the interests of the fishermen? — A. Tes. I think they 
should be preserved for the fisheries and the people; don't believe the protection 
laws should be abandoned. 

Q. What is your opinion now in regard to fishing some years ago, are the fish 
as plentiful now as then ? — ^A. Forty years ago, fish of all kinds were very plentiful. 

Q. Do you think they are equally as plentiful now ? — A. Yes, I think they would 
be if there were not so many caught in the lower part of the bay. 

Q. Then your conclusion is, that they would be as plentiful now if they were 
not caught below ? — A. Yes, if they were not taken out by the thousands there ; 
were they were not taken out at all in former years — I mean down near the G-aps and 
lower part of the bay, where they catch them by the thousands before they can get 
here — they don't allow us fellows to get them here at all now. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. Is your seine license in your name ? — ^A. Half is, and I work it on shares 
with my brother ; we employ the men and give them half for their share ; we sell 
altogether and get a half all round; we don't get very much, as we fish only about 
a month. 

Q. How many pounds of fish do you think you catch ? — ^A. I cannot remember, 
but I know it was very small last year ; I think about 500 pounds of whitefish. 

Q. When they were catching so many whitefish 40 years ago, did they catch 
many coarse fish then ? — A. I think as many as they do now. 



WESLEY WBESE sworn :— 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Your residence, Mr. Weese? — A. Rossmore. 

Q. What is your calling ? — A. Well, I do a little of everything, a little fishing, 
soldering and farming. I am a jack-of-all-trades and making money for my living. 

Q. How long have you been engaged in fishing? — A. 15 or 16 years. I fish at 
Boss more across from the town. 

Q. What do you fish with ? — A. With seines and hoop-nets. 

Q. What is the size of mesh in the seine you use ? — A. 2^, 3, and 4 inches, and 
with boop-nets the mesh is 2^ in the bag and 3 for the leaders. 

Q. What kind of fish are you in the habit of getting? — A. Bullheads, sunfish, 
perch in the hoop-nets and in your seines. Not much of anything of late years, for 
when the law allows us to use them, the fish were not here the last years. 

Q. What do you use your seines for then? — A. For catching all kinds offish, 
for catching whitefish and herring only in the fall of the year. 

Q. What time in the fall do you fish for these herring and whitefish ? — A. 
About the 15th October till 31st October. 

Q. Have the fish gone away pretty much then ?— A. No, sir; they are plentiful 
at the end of October, generally until about the 10th November, when they are most 
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plentiful here and they are spawning then, and they come in the bay expressly for 
that purpose. 

Q. When you say they come in the bay you mean from Lake Ontario ? — A. Yes, 
sir ; I mean from Lake Ontario. 

Q. What is your experience in regard to the condition of the whitefish and 
herring, when are they best for eating purposes ? — A. Well, of late years they have 
not been caught in spawning season, but 1 think before they spawn they would be 
better than in the spawning season. And I should think they would be better after 
spawning than when spawning. Our fish are very fat here when spawning. 

Q. When do you think whitefish spawn ? — A. From 1st to 10th November. I 
don't know so much about herring, but I think later. 

Q. Are there no salmon-trout here? — ^A. No, sir, and only very few pickerel and 
a black bass once in a while, also a few pike, no maskinongd. 

Q. When do you think the pike spawn? — A. Just as soon as the ice leaves, and 
the pickerel I think spawn about the 1st of May, just as soon as the ice leaves the 
rivers. 

Q. Well, about these mudpouts, when do they spawn ? — A. In June. There is 
a pretty large trade carried on here in these mudcats, they are shipped genei*ally 
to Buffalo, I think all go to American markets. 

Q. Have you any idea what the value of these mudcats are ? — A. About 5 cents 
a pound here, I think. 

Q. Now, in your experience do you think the catfish and the whitefish and her- 
rings are less numerous now than they were 20 years ago? — ^A. I don't know about 
20 years ago, but I think they areas plentiful, as I can remember when 1 commenced 
fishing about 15 years ago. 

Q. Have the other kinds offish fallen off? — ^A. No, sir, I think they have increased 
if anything. 

Q. Do you think there should be a close season for fish ? — A. Yes, sir, at their 
spawning time. 

Q. And you have told us that fish when they are spawning are not in good con« 
dition? — ^A. I do not think they would be as good as at other times. 

Q. What do you think about granting moi-e licenses than there are at present 
in your immediate neighbourhood? — A. I say there are enough for the fisheries. 1 
would like to see every man who cares to fish allowed to do so. 

Q. Bo you think the grounds are all taken up now? — ^A. I think the fishing 
grounds are all taken up now and if more licenses were issued it would be injurious 
to the other fishermen. 

Q. How is it with the grounds generally. Do you own the ground you fish 
upon at Bossmore? A. No, sir, I buy my license of the government, and I have the 
sole right to fish in that as most every one else does who has lands. 

Q. Does that license run into the bay? — A. Yes, sir. It does not say how far. 

Q. And suppose a man goes out and sets a gill-net upon ^your seine-net ? — A. I 
would catch him and prevent him. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q, Is there about 20 feet of water where you draw your seine in ? — A. Yes, sir, 
that is deeper than it is anywhere else. 

Q. On your limit is there also a license granted to another party ? — A. No, sir, 
I am on- a point. 

Q. Where is your limit, sir? — A. Front of lot number 60, township of Amelias- 
burg. 

Q. Any fishing on 61 ? — A. No, sir, there is no fishing. 

Q. Your lot is number 60, and your license runs out into the bay ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, do you fish to Cow Island ? — A. No, sir, I run straight north. 

Q. How far down the bay from your station to where you come to the next 
man's ? — ^A. Cow Island, about a mile. 

Q. How many are there between Massissauga and yours ? — ^A. Three, besides 
mine. 
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Q. Is there any seine license beside you? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now yoa say between the station you have on lot 60, in Ameliasburg, and the 
point there are four stations 7 — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. All east of you ?— A. Yes, sir, all to the east. 

Q. Then you say from your station to Massissauga Point all the stations put 
together will amount to four. Is that it? — A. There will be six. 

Q. All seine licenses ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you think there should be any more between these two points ? — ^A. I 
don't think so. 

Q. Could any more be worked ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Now would it be unwise to grant any more licenses between these two 

E oints? — ^A. I suppose it would hurt the other fishermen. I don't think it would 
e right. 

Q. Would you think it wise to have any more licenses between your point and 
Massissauga Point ? — A. I don't know whether it would or not. 

Q. Well, now, is it possible to use fike-nets or hoop-nets in these two limits, 
between your point and Massissauga Point to catch all kinds offish ? — A. Yes, sir, 
there are licenses in there now; only one I think. 

Q. Are these seines and one hoopnet enough between these points ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. If any one who never had a license before should get one, how would that 
affect you ?— ^A. I cannot tell until I see. 

Q. What is the distance from your point to Massissauga Point, how many miles ? 
— A. Four miles, and in the limit there are seven licenses, six seines and one hoop- 
net. 

Q. Then your reply to my question is there should not be an increase of licenses 
within the limit, all other persons applying should not be allowed to get them? — A. 
No, sir, every one should not be allowed to get them. 

Q. Should the department take care of the fisheries with a view to protect 
them or should they be abandoned ? — A. There should be a protection force when 
they are spawning. 

Q. What probable quantity offish did you catch during the last few years? — A. 
I don't know exactly ; about $8 worth a year. 

Q. Do you pay for your licenses ? What amount ? — A. Five dollars. 

Q. Now you are not giving me tbis statement fearing to come in contact with 
the returns already made; have you really only made $8 or $9 a year out of your 
fishing? — A. Yes, sir; that was everything I got ; the whole gross amount. 

Q. You say you want to continue this because you want to fish ? — A. No ; I 
hope the Government will give longer time to fish. 

Q. Have you anything to suggest yourself, sir? — A. I don't know as I have. 
Last year was an exception to the rule, and we never get the whitefish until the last 
day. 

Q. Did you ever see whitefish caught in a seine ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would there be any difficulty throwing them back into the water without 
injuring them? — A. No, sir, they can be handled and thro wn back in the water with- 
out being injured. 

Q. & that is possible. Do you think the fishermen could be trusted to do that? 
— A. I don't know why they would not; if there was a severe punishment, such as 
absolute cancellation of license, I think it would be followed. 

Q. If the regulations were made, do you think the rules would be obeyed ? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you mean to sav that the cancellation of licenses for the breaking of the 
rales and regulations would be beneficial? — A. Yes, I think it would. 

Mr. WiLMOT asked Overseer Clarke at this stage of the proceedings, if he kn3w 
what the grievances of the fishermen were. 

Mr. ULABKE. — I suppose you are aware of what the general complaint is here, 
and what they wish to have redressed. I think they would like the privilege of 
fishing the last 15 or 20 days in November. They claim that the whitefish have 
spawned and gone by that time. 
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By Mr. Wilmot ; 

Q. They ask the privilege of fishing the last 20 days in November, on the gi-oands 
that the whitefisb have spawned and gone by that time, is that all 7 — ^A. As near as 
I know of. 

Q. Is it with reference to whitefish fishing only? — A. Forwhitefish fishing only; 
as herring have no close season, they ask the above pnvilege to catoh herring and 
other fish at that time. 

Q. Then they are embodied in the above two paragraphs? — A. Yes, I think so. 



ROBERT McDonald sworn :— 

By Mr. Wilmot: 

Q. Your residence ? — A. Point Ann. 

Q. Your calling? — A. Fisherman. 

Q. How long? — A. Forty-six years. 

Q. Where have you fished principally ? — ^A. I have fished now for 44 years on 
lot 16 and 17, township of Thurlow, Point Ann. 

Q. What description of net do you use ? — A. I have a seine and bullhead-nets, 
hoop-nets and gili-nets. 

Q. Size of mesh in seine is what? — ^A. Two and a half is for the bag; 3 inches 
for the wings; 4 is the outside. 

Q. With regard to the hoop-net, what size of mesh do you use ? — ^A. The same 
as in the seine and in gill-nets, from 2^ to 2f . 

Q. Do you buy your nets 2J inches from the makers ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. When it is put in the water what size will it be ? — A. It does not shrink 
any, I think, it is linen. 

Q. What will the 2J inch in the seine be; will it contract in fishing? — A. It 
will stretch with the hetib of the fish. 

Q. Will it stretch all the meshes in the nets at once ? — A. Yes. 

Q. What kind offish do you catch principally? — A. Whitefish, herring, sunfish, 
perch and coarse fish. 

Q. Are your hoop-nets used principally for catching bullheads? — A. Yes, sir, 
and eels. 

Q. Where do you sell your fish generally ? — A. In Belleville. They are sold for 
the American market, but our herring are for home use. 

Q. What do you say, with your knowledge and experience, when ai-e the white- 
fish in the hottest of their spawning time ? — A. From the 3rd to the 6th November. 
They will begin about the 1st and are through by the 8th. 

Q. Do any spawn before that? — A. I have never seen them on the bars before 
that, for I have stood and watched them play for an hour. 

Q. Then, they all come up in a body to spawn, but where are they before the 
1st and after the 8th do you suppose ? — A. In the lake, I suppose. 

Q. Do they remain outside their spawning bars any time before they go on 
them?— A. No. 

Q. Where you fish vou say they come on the bars to spawn from the 1st to the 
8th November ; now, where are they before that time ? — A. I suppose on the edge 
of the bars before the 1st of November, and outside these bars in deeper water. 

Q. What is the size of these spawning bars they come upon ? — A. Some places 
right upon the shore — half a mile long and some places three or four miles long. 

Q. How many miles would the whole spawning ground cover ? — A. Over 30 
miles. 

Q. Then you fish on a breeding ground. You sav the whitefish come there and 
breed from the 1st to the 8th of November. What is the extent of this breeding 
ground you fish upon ? — A. It is only a small part — about an acre. 
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Q. Then you don't fish on the whole ground you speak of? — ^A. No, sir. 

Q. You say the whitefish spawn in your estimation from the Ist to the 8th 
November, and you never saw them before or after that time as they are in deeper 
water outside the bar before this ? — ^A. Yes, sir, and the extent of the bar is about 
10 miles. Some places, is about ^ mile and some places about ^ mile wide. 

Q. How large is the property you fish upon ? — A. The width of 200 acres. 
There is no spawning ground upon that place. 

Q, Is it a spawning ground at any time ? — A. I don't know, there is from 60 to 
70 feet of water. 

Q. Now what about the time for herring spawning ? — A. I never saw a her- 
ring spawn in my life. I don*t know anything about them. 

Q. When do they come near the shores? — A. All I know is when they come 
up the bay is after the whitefish, which is from the Ist to 5th or 6th of November. 
The herring come up after the 8th. 

Q. How long do the whitefish stay after they are done spawning on the 
grounds ? — A. Not very long. 

Q. Do you believe there should be close season for the protection of the white- 
fish ?~A. Yes. About the 1st to the 9th or 10th of November. 

Q. What about a herring close time ? — A. Well there never was any close 
season on herring. 

Q. Now what condition are the fish in generally speaking at the heat of spawn- 
ing ? — A. They are fattest at the time of spawning. 



GEOKGB McDonald sworn :— 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Have you anything to suggest, sir ? — A. In regard to close season for white- 
fish, I think about the 1st to the 10th of November is about right. 

Q. Why do you say that? Is that their spawning time? — A. I think it is. 

Q. Do you suppose any spawn before or after that time ? — A. That is about 
the time. 

Q. What about herring ? Do you know anything about them ? — ^A. Not parti- 
cularly. There were as many whitefish in the bay last fall as any previous years 
or 40 years ago, as I fished on the same grounds then,' but I did not have a seine. 

Q. How did you catch them 40 years ago ? — A. With a seine. There was no 
close season at that time. 

Q. How do you know they were not as plentiful then as now? — ^A. I have 
tested. That year we did not see then until the 27th October. That was the first 
whitefish. 

Q. Did you say they were more plentiful 40 years ago ? — A, No, I say they 
were scarce 40 years ago. 

Q. But now they are plentiful you say ? — ^A. Yes. 



SAMUEL GEDDBS sworn :— 

By Mr. Wilmot : 
Q. Where do you reside ?— A. Tyendinaga. 

Q. What is your occupation ?— A. I fish part of the time and farm part of the 
time. 

Q. How long have you been engaged in fishing?— A. About 35 or 36 years. 
And farming the same time. 
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Q. In what part of the bay do yon principally fish ? — ^A. I fish two or three 
différent stations. One at Salmon Island, one down near the lighthouse and one at 
Bluff Point. About three miles apart each. Six miles would cover the whole of it. 

Q. What nets do you fish witn ?— A. Seines wholly. 

Q. What is the size of the mesh ? — A. The centre is about 2^ inch mesh and the 
wings are from 2^ to 4 inches, and the other parts run 2f and 5 and 6 inches. 

Q. Now what kind of fish do you catch with these seines?— A. Herring and 
whitefish are about equal, also pike, pickerel and some bass and sometimes 
bullheads. 

Q. What is the usual size of the whitefish ? — A. About two pounds. And the 
herrings run about half a pound, a little under half; 100 will weigh 45 pounds. 

Q. What would be the size of the pickerel ? — A. From f to 7, 8 and 10 pounds. 

Q. Do you know the pickerel of f of a pound are incapable of spawning ? — A. 
Yes, sir, and 1 never saw any of a pound weight spawn. 

Q. Where do you generally sell your fish ? — ^A. Some I sell home, and some I 
ship. About as much one place as the other. 

Q. The whitefish and coarse fish go to the States ? — ^A. Tes, sir, and the herring 
are sold at home. 

Q. What is the usualprice you get for whitefish ? — A. About 10 cents a pound. 
Herring I sell by the 100 in count, they average 50 cents a 100. 

Q. What do your coarse fish bring? — A. Pike brings about 2^ <^nts, pickerel 
5 cents and bass 5 cents. Other coai*se fish 1 cent. 

Q. Have you made any observation when the different kinds offish are spawn- 
ing ? — A. Yes, sir. The herring and whitefish come in the bay from the 1st October 
to the 7th and 10th, sometimes 15th, pretty near the 20th, and we continue catching 
them until close season, the 1st of November. 

Q. What do they come in the bay for?-- A. I suppose to spawn ; they begin to 
spawn about the 1st of November, tei*minate spawning about the 10th fTovember, 
that is close season. 

Q. How do you know they spawn between the Ist and 10th of November ? — A. 
If you catch them before the 1st they are full of spawn. If they are caught after 
there is no spawn in them, I never noticed any spawn in them after the 10th. 

Q. And do I understand you to say that you never caught any fish after the 10th 
that had any spawn in them ? — ^A. Not that 1 remember. 

Q. Why did you pay this particular attention to them that they did not have 
any spawn in them a^er the 10th and before the 1st? — ^A. Just to see if they had 
any spawn in them ; they had none before and none after, and in nine-tenths of cases 
I did not notice any, they stay after spawning just a short time. 

Q. Do you mean to tell me no whitefish get in the nets after the 10th ? — A. 
Yes, sir. Tnei*e may be an odd one, probably in a haul you catch 100 herring, and 
one whitefish. 

Q. How do the whitefish stand in regards to numbers, and herring also in 
regard to former years? — ^A. There are as many as 30 years ago. 

Q. What kind of net did you fish with 30 yeare ago ? — A. A seine, and we caught 
quite a few, sometimes 40 or 50, and sometimes none. Sometimes we would catch 
100 and 200. I don't know as I ever caught 300. 

Q. So vou don't know what you might catch now, as you cannot fish ?^A. No, 
not when the whitefish are plentiful. 

Q. How do you know they are just as plentiful now as then ? — ^A. I think they 
are, but then you see the time we used to catch them we are prohibited from now. 

Q. Why do you make that statement ? — A. Because we catch a hundred at a 
haul before the close seasons. 

Q. When do you catch as many as 40, 50 and 100 at a time like what you caujght 
30 years ago ? — A. Yes, at the same time fishing and they are all caught in a seine. 

Q. What is the size of the seine now ? — A. About the same. About 30 rods is 
the general size. 

Q. Are there as many fishermen engaged in fishing now as then ?— A. I thiok 
and as many more, double the number. 
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Q. What was the size of the mesh 36 years ago? — ^A. About the same nets and 
size of meeih as now. 

Q. Do yon think it desirable to have a close season for whitefish and herring ? 
— A. Yes, for whitefish, I don't know for herring. 

Q. Why shonld there be a close season for whitefish ? — A. I (hink they shonld 
be protected while spawning. 

Q. And do you say there should not be one for herring? — A. I do not say that. 
They seem to be as numerous as other years. 

*Q. Should there be a close season for herring when they are spawning ? — A. I 
don't know that they are diminishing any or not. Well, I suppose they should be 
protectee!. , 

Q. Should pickered be protected during their spawning season ? — A. Yes, sir, 
and I think bass should be protected, and I suppose maskinoqgé should be protected. 
I don't know about pike they seem to live on other fish. 

Q. Now you go in for protection for whitefish, pickerel, bass and maskinongé ? 
What about mudcats, should they be protected ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Of all these classes of fish which do you catch the most of ? — A. The most 
are herring. 

Q. And the very fish you catch the most of, you don't want protected ? — ^A. They 
seem to stand it. 

Q. What time should pickerel be protected ? — A. At the time the close season 
is now, from the 15th April to 15th May. 

Q. Maskinongé and pike, what about them and mudcats? — ^A. 1 have never 
caught any maskinongé, but mudcats spawn in the last of May. Sometime in May 
anyway. 

Q. What condition are the fish when they are in the spawning time, are they 
as good then as before ? — A. Not much difference. 1 think. 

Q. Bo you think any animal is as good at that time ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Bo they sell as well in the market at the spawning time ? — A. There is no 
difference that I know of. 

Q. Do you think there should be any additional licenses issued in your neigh- 
bourhood ? — A. I think there is quite sufficient. 

Q. You don't think they should be unlimited? — ^A. I don't think that everyone 
who comes along should have one. There should be discrimination in favour of the 
old licensees. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. Well, when you say in favour of the old fishermen, are there not a class who 
fish in your section fishermen and farmers? — A. I don't own a farm, sir, I rent one. 
Bat it is customary to both farm and finh together. * 

Q. When is fishing carried on ? — A. Generally about 1st of October, from that 
time out. 

Q. Bo you think the department should take steps to preserve the fish for the 
fishermen generally?— A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Do you think the department should protect the fisheries by additional 
regulations? — A. Yes, sir, in regard to close time and nets. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. I want to ask you the quantity of fish you disposed of this year ? — ^A. I cannot 
tell you. It was between $^60 and S400 last fall. 

Q. Weli,"^id you get the whole of this amount? — A. No. The men got half. We 
fish with three seings and the men get half; it is the rule to give tbem half. 

Q. How far do you draw your seines ? — A. On from 120 to 240 fathoms. 
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HENRY B. BBICKMAN sworn :— 

By Mr. Wilmot: 

Q. Have you something you would like to mention yourself? — A. I have fished 
since 1881, and I think the fish more plentiful now. In 1881, 1 got 400, in 1887, 1 
got as many as 2,000, 1882, 1 only got 5 whitefish. 

Q. Can you give anv cause for this increase in 1887 ? — A, The artificial 
hatcheries are the cause of this increase. 

Q. Can you not think of any other cause besides the artificial hatcheries ? 
Tou caught 2,000 fish in' 1887, and 5 in 1882. Did you use the same nets ?— A. 
Same nets, and in the same waters at Nigger Island. 

Q. Where you caught these 2,000 fish in 1887 ? There was no close season 
in 1887 ? — A. They were CAUght in October. 

Q. In what state were they then as far as spawning was concerned? — A. This 
was ^om the 15th to the last of October when they had not spawned. 

Q. When you cleaned them was the spawn far advanced ? — A. About ready to 
spawn at the time we quit. Some were ready to spawn at the end of October, they 
generally spawn most freely about the 1st to the lOth of November. There might 
be a few spawn before, and a few spawn after. 

Q. What kind of fish do you principally catch after the 10th of November?— 
A. We do not fish after the 1st, but some do for coarse fish. 

Q. Are herring caught in your fishing ground? — A. They do not seem to get 
up the bay that far. 

Q. Are herring not caught in any quantity about Nigger Island ? — A. No, not 
like they are in some places, such as down the bay. I have seen them from here to 
Bednersviile. At the lower parts of the bay they catch some. 

Q. Can you tell me what the fish come up for ? — A. To spawn. They only 
come once a year; 

Q. Do you think fish ought to be protected while they are spawning ? — ^A. Yes, 
all fish such as herring and whitefish during the spawning time. If one should, 
they all should. 

Q. Now do you catch any other kind of fish except whitefish and herring ? — 
A. Oh, yes, pike and suckers. 

Q. What is the usual weight of the whitefish you catch ? — A. About 2 pounds 
is the average, sometimes a little under and sometimes a little over. 

Q. Have you any idea about what size fish would not spawn ? Should they be 
2 pounds before they spawn ? — A. I think so. 

Q. Now, do you think that 2 pounds and under would not be spawning fish ? 
— ^A. I would not be certain about that. 

Q. Do you think the department ought to protect fish generally in the interests 
of the fishermen and fisheries? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Am I right in saying then, it is the duty of the Government to protect the 
fish with proper regulations as to the close time and description of nets, is that it ? 
— A. Yes, sir. 

By Mr, Marris : 

Q. What was the quantity of fish vou cauglit last season ? — A. $35 was last 
year's catch, $35 was the total proceeds of my fibbing. 

Q. What was the cause of that small amount, do you suppose ? — ^A. I cannot 
tell, unless it was a difference in the running of the fish. 

Q. Where is the nearest point to this that they catch whitefish in the spring 
and summer months ? — A. It is in the Gaps, about 42 miles below^ towards hake 
Ontario. 
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NICHOLAS McDonald sworn :— 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Now, sir, what statemoDt do you wish to make? — A. I want to say about 
the close season and for what kind of fish. 

Q. What fish do you say there should be close seasons for? — A. For black bass, 
whitefish and maskinongé, but pickerel destroy others. 

Q. What about the other kinds of fish, what of herring? — A. No close season 
for herring, I know no difference between them to-day and years ago. 

Q. When would you have the whitefish close season then ? — A. From the 1st to 
the 9th or 10th November. 

Q. When do you catdi herring most freely ? When are your best catches of 
herring? — A. In November. 

Q. Therefore you don't want a close season tor them at their spawning time, is 
that it? — A. That is it. We catch some in November, but not very many. 

Q. Now, what about the size of mesh you use? — A. About 2^ for the seines in 
the bag, 3 inches is the next, and the outside is about 5 inches. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. Do you use fike-nets at all ? — A. I use the hoop-nets. 

Q. Hoop-nets are used by you to catch what? — A. To catch mudcats, pike and 
suckers. 

Q. What size mesh do you use ? — A. About 2-inches in the hoop. 
Q. What in the sides? — A. Two and a half in the wings. 
Q. And what in the leader? — A. Three inches. 
Q. You use double nets? — A. Yes, sir. 



DAVID GEROW sworn :— 
By Mr, Wilmot: 

Q. Your residence, Mr. Gerow ? — A. Prince Edward. 
Q. What is your occupation ? — A. Fishing and hunting. 
Q. How long have you been engaged in fishing ? — A. Off and on, 40 years. 
Q. What particular part of the bay do you fish in ? — A. Mississauga Point. 
Q. Is there many other fishing stations alongside of you? — A. There is one on 
top of me ; he gets the most ; he is on the west side of me. 

Q. How many nets are there within half a mile of you, on each side of you ? — 
A. There are two, two above me, but none below. They are within a space of 
about half a mile; three within half a mile, near Mississauga Point. 

Q. What sort of nets do you fish with ? — A. Seines, and nothing else. 
Q. What is the size of your mesh 7 — A. Centre is about 3 inches, and ihe sides 
4y about 4^ and 5 at the end. 

Q. What is the length ? — A. Twenty-eight or 30 rods long, and about 11 feet 
deep when fishing. 

Q. Are the other nets the same in your neighbourhood ? — A. Largely the same 
mesh, but some of the other nets have smaller meshes. 

Q. What kinds of fish do you generally catch? — A. All kinds, whitefish, her- 
. ri ng, pike, pickerel, now and then perch and suckers, and bass very seldom. 

Q. During the season do you catch a number of mudcats, how many altogether ? 

A,. I don't suppose I catch 100. 

Q. Of those fish you have enumerated which are the most valuable to you? — A. 
Whitefish are the most valuable, both in money and quantity in my fishing. 

Q. What comes next to the whitefish ? — A. The first yield is whitefish, the 
second, herring, and the coarse fish come last. 

17 
10c*— 28 



Digitized by 



Google 



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 10a) A. 1893 

Q. The value of the whitefish is what? — A. Four or 5 cents a poand; for the 
herring, we sell them for 60 cents a hundred. 

Q. And the coarse fish, what do they average a pound ? — A. Pickei-el are a 
valuable fish, and we get for them the same as whitefish, 5 cents a pound; and for 
coarse fish we get ^ cent a pound ; 3 cents for pike and 5 cents for bass. 

Q. Your suckers and mudcats, what do you get for them? — ^A. One-half cent for 
mudcats; we don't sell mudcats generally, we put them back in the bay, to eat op 
other fish. 

Q. Where do you sell your fish principally ? — ^A. Bight on the ground to dealers. 
Sold from the nets to Canadian dealers, who send them to the States. 

Q. Have you any idea what these Canadians get for their fish in the States? — 
A. I have not, sir. 

Q. Is there any difference made in the price of your fish ? — ^A. No, sir. All are 
bought at any time irrespective of quality, except in close season. 

Q. Have you any knowledge relating to the. time these fish are spawning? 
When are the whitefish spawning ? — A. Generally from the 1st to the 10th of 
November, I have seen them on the bars. 1 have seen the spawn after they have 
laid it. 

Q. What is the usual size of the spawn ? — A. About the size of a pin head. 

Q. And you say you have seen the eggs in the water after their spawning ? — 
A. Yes, when they are there on the bed. 

Q. Are the fish on the top of the water or the bottom when spawning ? — ^A. 
Bottom, sir. They drop their eggs on the bottom. Always on the earth near the 
bottom. They come to the top and give a fiip on their belly and go to the bottom, 
and I have seen the eggs on the bottom. 

Q. Yon don't know, then, whether they lay their eggs near the top or on the 
bottom ? — A. I have seen the eggs at the bottom. 

Q. Then you think whitefish spawn between the 1st and 10th No^vember ?— A. 
YeS; sir. We know they do not go on bars and shoals until that time. 

Q. Then the reason they spawn from the 1st to the 10th is that they ai*e only 
seen by you on the bars at that time, is that what you mean, sir ? — A. That's it, And 
previous to the 1st of November they are running up the bay, and hunting for 
these places I suppose. 

Q. When they find their spawning ground do they go immediately upon it, or 
do they not ? — A. I think they do. They come upon the ground and spawn between 
the 1st and 10th November, and they leave the bay and we seldom catch one after 
that. 

Q. Do I understand you ,to say you want to have from the 10th to the 3Uth 
November to be allowed to fish ? — A. Yes, for herring, as we very seldom catch any 
whitefish at all at that time, and we never catch any herring at all until the white- 
fish have left us. 

Q. Then the reason you ask to fish 20 days in November is to catch herring ?— 
A. Yes, to catch herring here, and we fish suckers and such kinds offish after that. 

Q. Do you catch many whitefish before the Ist of November ? — A. We don't 
catch a great many, 50, or 60 at a haul, sometimes we only get 2 or 3, sometimes 5, 
6, 10, 12, 14, along there. 

Q. Have you ever caught, before the 1st October, one hundred or two hundred 
whitefish. — A. Yes, sir, about twoyears ago. I don't know as I ever got more in this 
bay, but I have caught 1,000 at Weller's Beach, 25 or 30 years ago. 

Q. Have you known other fishermen to catch many more than that in the fall, in 
October ? — A. In November, that was the month. 

Q. What were they supposed to bo there for at that time when you caught 
these ? — A. I cannot say, but they spawn here now from the 1st to 10th Novem^r. 

Q. Do you know more about the fish now than then? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did you never observe whether they were spawning at that time ? — ^A. Yes, 
the spawn was loose in them. In November, when they were spawning, the eggs 
wore running freely from some of them. 
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Q. Those âsh you caught in former years at Weller's Beach would be in Novem- 
ber? — A. Along the I st of November. 1 cannot say exactly. About the Ist No- 
vember, and we caught them all through November, that was about 20 or 22 years 
ago. 

Q. Then you used to catch a thousand fish at a haul, in November, when they 
were spawning, eggs running freely from them about 1st November, and caught 
them all through November about 20 or 22 years ago ? — ^A. Yes, sir, I think alx»ut 
then. 

Q. And now you say the fish come up on the bars here about the 1st Novem- 
ber. And they leave on the 10th and they are all done spawning then you say ? — 
A. I never saw whitefish caught after that. They are through spawning. 

Q. How would you know that, sir, if the close season says they are not to be 
caught in November ? — A. Because we used to catch them then when there was no 
close season. 

Q. Then you are not prepared lo say positively there are no eggs in the white- 
fish after the 10th of November ? — A. I won't say that, but I never saw any. 

Q. Now come down to the herring. Do you know anything about the spawn- 
ing of the herring ? — ^A. I don't, sir. I don't know when they spawn. I catch quite 
a few herring, principally along about the 12th to i5th of November, they are in the 
heft of spawning and when the ice forms they are spawning yet. 

Q. Then you commence your herring fishing about the 10th November and con- 
tinue until the ice forms? — A. Yes, sir, and they are full of spawn all this time. 

Q. When do you see this spawn running out of them like you do the whitefish ? 
— A. I cannot say. I never saw it running out of them like the whitefish anyway. 

Q. When do you think they spawn ? — A. J cannot say, sir. 

Q. You say that in some of them the spawn will run out ? — A. Once and a while 
the spawn will run out of them. 

Q. You cannot say when they principally spawn ? — A. I cannot, sir, nor where 
they go to spawn. 

Q. How is it you know where the whitefish go to spawn and the herring you 
know nothing about? — A. I have seen them. 

Q. When they come on these places you saw them ? — A. I suppose coming up 
the bay. 

Q. Do you catch them all the year around ? — A. No, in the fall principally. 

Q. Do you pretend to tell me you do not know what they come there for ? — A. 
No, sir, I cannot say. 

Q. Did you ever see herring eggs in the water ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Ever try to see them? — A. Yes, sir, but you cannot see them in deep water. 
That is the only place I ever see herring in deep water. 

Q. Is it correct when all these other fishermen say that the herring come in the 
Bay of Quinte to spawn ? — A. I cannot say, sir. 

Q. Do you not know whether the herring come for that purpose or not? — A. I 
do not know, sir. 

Q. Do they all come in together as a rule ? — A. I cannot say that. 

Q. Do the herring come in later than whitefish? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now what about the pickerel spawning? — A. They spawn just as soon as 
the ice goes out. I have not seen the spawn running out of them. I do not know 
anything about them, only they spawn in the spring. They go in the rivers, but I 
never fish in the rivers. 

Q. Now what about the bass spawning time? — ^A. I think they spawn along in 
June, the last of May and Ist of June. I have seen their beds many times. On the 
bars along the shores in shallow water. 

Q, Do you think it right to destroy them when they are spawning?— A. No, 
sir; I do not, nor any fish when spawning. 

Q. Therefore do you think there should be close seasons for fish ? — A." Yes, I do, 
and always did at the proper time when spawning. 

Q. What is the state of the fishing at present in the Bay of Quinte in regard to 
whitefish, and herring as to quantity, as formerly ? — A. I cannot say as to that. 
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Q. Are they as numerous here as years ago? — A. I thiuk they are and more 
so. 

Q. Whitefish are as numerous as formerly ? — ^A. Yes, as many here as 20 years 
ago. 

Q. Now the impression is that whitefish are falling off everywhere. Can yoo 
give a reason why you say they are so plentiful here ? — A. Close seasons, and putting 
the fry in here from the fisheries, I suppose. 

Q. Now in your locality you say there are three licenses? — A. Yes, sir. One 
of them is a little nearer than I would like to have it. 

Q. Do you think it would be advisable to grant any more licenses for that 
neighbourhood ? — A. I do not, sir; I think there are more licenses issued now than 
there ought to be. 

Q. In your own section or in the bay generally do you mean ? — ^A. The whole 
bay, and I think it would be wise to decrease instead of increase the licenses of the 
bay. 

Q. Are there many persons who get licenses that should not ? — A. I think there 
are, and the farmer that has land and farms should not be entitled to his licenses as 
well as the fisherman. ' 

Q. You say "you cannot fish your seines where the whitefish come to spawn '*? 
— A. No, and I don't suppose there are three seines in the £ay of Quinte that can, 
because the fish spawn on the barn. 

Q. Can gill-nets catch fish right outside the bars where they come to spawn? — 
A. Yes, sir; and the whitefish are captured before they can get over them to spawn. 

Q. Can gill-nets also get them on bars ? — A. Yes, sir, I have seen them go in 
among them on bars. 

By Mr. Harris : 

* Q. If you did catch them in the seines at that time couldn't you return them to 
the water without injury? — A. Just as easily as black bass. 

Q. And if the gill-nets catch them at the same time will they be drowned and 
dead ? — A. Yes, sir, and they cannot get them out without destroying the gills. 

By Mr, Wilmot: 

Q. If you caught in gill-nets do they all die? — A. Yes. 

By Mr, Harris : 

Q. If the gill-net men catch fish they are in boats are they not ? — A. Yes. 

Q. They could smuggle these fish away better than you can ? — ^A. Yes, 

Q. Would it be possible to ascertain whether the fish were thrown back or not^ 
I mean for the fishery overseer? — A. No, it could not be. He could not be all over 
at one time. I know that by experience. 

Q. Then you say it would be impossible for any fishery overseer to see that 
the whitefish or other fish taken are returned to the water 7 — A. He could not see it 
all ovor his district at one time. 

Q. His limits are so large he could not do it? — A. Certainly not. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. In your experience of fisheries generally do you think the fishermen would 
be honest enough to turn them loose if they caught them? — A. I cannot say. 

Q. Can you say that fishermen could not be relied upon to return all fish? — ^A. 
I cannot say for all, I could say for some of them. / 

Q. Fishermen are not all to be relied upon, to return the fish generally to the 
water ? — A. Yes, that is what I mean. 

Q. What quantity have you taken during the season, what was your catch last 
year? — A. Last year about 250 whitefish and about 8,000 herring, I guess, and I 
caught about one dozen pickerel, and all the other coarse fish put together. I might 
have got 100 to 150. 
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Q. How many seines do you fish with ? — A. One. 

Q. Now, what probable receipts did you get for all you fishing ? — A. 89,60 were 
the profits received after supplying my family with fish. That is what I sold, after 
paying the hands and all. 

Q. Would the hands receive half? — A. Yes. 

Q. Have you any idea what the receipts of your hands were?— A. Yes, $1.50 a 
piece. 

Q. You only sold $9.60 and the helps got half of that ? — ^A. Yes, my own chil- 
dren got it. 

Q. What keeps you on fishing for this small catch ? — A. No other way to make 
a living. 

Q. Those that fish with you what do they do? — A. They work out in the 
summer time. 

Q. You say Mr. £lack comes to buy your fish. How much do you get from 
him daily or weekly? — A. Sometimes 20c., 30c., 50c. and $1, and sometimes I have 
nothing from him. 

Q. Does this man Black do any other business except getting fish? — A. Nothing, 
I guess. 

Q. You say you have 3-inch centre in your seine? — ^A. Yes, mostly; all have 
the same, but some have 2^-inch mesh. 

By Mr, Harris : 

Q* Is a 3-inch mesh quite small enough ? — A. No, 2J is small enough. 

Q. You would rather have a smaller mesh would you ? — A. Yes, 2^ is small 
enough and large enough. 

Q. You say the herring is the most valuable fish next to the whitefish ? — A. 
Yes, and I sell them for 60 cents a hundred, and I find this more profitable to bar- 
relling them. • 

Q. Do you catch any black bass or other fish ? — A. Very seldom a bass, one or 
two maskinongé and very few bullheads. The herring is my principal catch. 

Q. Do the bulk of the fish here go to the Buffalo Fish Company? — A. I suppose 
their agent here, Mr. Black, buye them, and I think Thomas McDonald buys, but he 
does not live in Belleville; but he does his shipping and packing in Belleville. But 
Black lives in Belleville. 

Q. Do any American boats fish in the waters off here in the lake? — A. I don't 
know. Yea, there is a tug, and that tug could take fish from the gill-net men very 
easily. Yes, and there is quite a lot done no douht. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Does Mr. Black take from you the duty that goes to the United States? 
Does he ever say he gives you less on that account? — A. No, I know nothing about 
that. 

Q. Are you aware there is a duty on fish going into the United States? — A. I 
have heard there was, but it does no affect me. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. Do the fishermen here make contracts for the season's catch ? — A. I never 
contract my fish to any man, but many of the fishermen do that I think. 

Q. Do you know of any case here where the agent has paid the money for the 
licenses here? — A. No, I do not, all the fishermen here take out the licences and 
pay the fees themselves. 

Q. The fee for a seine is $7 is it not? — A. Yes, some are not, they are different 
prices here. I pay $5. 

Q. What is your business besides fishing? — A. Well, nothing except hunting. 

Q. Are you what they call a sport ? — A. I am Robinson Crusoe, as I live on an 



island. 
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WILLIAM BLACK affirmed :— 
By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. Bo you reside here, sir, aod what is your calling? — ^A. Yes, sir, in Belleville, 
and I am a mariner and fish-dealer. 

Q. How long have you been engaged in the business ? — A. About 28 years, 
something like that. I cannot tell exactly. 

Q. What sort of business are you doing in the way of fish dealing ? Do vou 
catch fish vourself ? What kinds ? — A. I catch bullheads, and other kinds of fish, 
suckers and coai*se fish, but no whitefish or herring of late years. 

Q. Where are you fishing, what part of the bay ? — A. In Mosquito Bay, and 
there are nets near mine, hoop-netfi above and below "the island, all are in the same 
bay. 

Q. How many nets are set in that fishing ground ? — A. I could not say how 
many are set, but I set two double sets with two hoop-nets, and a leader between 
them. The length of the leader is about 30 rods. 

Q. Do you fish with any gill-nets or any other kind of nets ? — A. 'No, sir. 

Q. And the fish you catch are what? — A. Bullheads and rough fish, such as 
perch and sunfish. No bass. The nets are set where black bass and pickerel do 
not frequent that water at that time of the year, nor while I am fishing. 

Q. Do you say you are a fish-dealer, and do you buy from other fishermen in 
this section, and do you generally take out all their catch ? — A. Yes, about all their 
catch, all I can get. 

Q. Is there no other person buying besides yourself ? — A. Yes, Mr. McDonald 
is in the same business. Without interfering with my business, I think I do the 
largest. 

Q. How do yon buy the fish ? Are they brought into you and delivered to 
you hero? Do you go aft^ them?— A. I go for some, and some are taken at the 
fishing stations, and some are brought to me in Belleville. 

Q. In what condition are they brought? — A. Bullheads are dressed, the other 
fish are not. I buy by the pound, all but the herring and we buy them by the count. 

Q. What is the usual price for bullheads as j'ou buy them? — A. 4^ cents for 
bullheads, pike 3 cents, bass and pickerel 5 cents, herring 60 cents a hundred by the 
count, sunfish and suckers and perch and shoepsheads ^ cent a pound, they all go 
to the American market, we send them in ice, we furnish the ice and pack them 
ourselves for the Buffalo markets. 

Q. Do you go there with them ? — A. No, sir, we send them, sometimes by ex- 
press and sometimes by freight, there is no middleman between us and the Buffalo 
people, we consign them to the Buffalo Fish Company, they pay all charges and they 
pay the duty also, I suppose, 1 pay no duty. 

Q. Have you ever had any conversation with the Buffalo Fish Company about the 
duty? — A. No. I understood there wasf per cent duty on Cantidian fish going into 
the United States, I express them to the Buffalo Fish Company, and I know nothing 
about paying the duty. 

Q. Do they pay you here on delivery of the fish? — A. I draw on them and 
any charges they pay them and I get so much a pound for buying them. 

Q. Then you buy on a commission, you are actually their agent here. You 
buy for them and are paid a commission by them, and j'ou never had any conver- 
sation with the company in any sh^ipe or manner with regard to the duty? — A. I 
would not answer that question. 

Q. Didthey ever tell you if you bought those fish for them you would be free 
from the duty? — A. I would not answer that question. 

Q. So you won't say whether the company has made any offer to you about the 
duty or not? — A. I won't say. 

Q. You have got 10 sets of nets you say. Are you the actual owner ot these 
nets? — A. Yes, I uwn them myself. 

Q. Have the Buffalo Company or their agents any claim on them in any way? 
— A. I am the owner of the nets. 
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Q. No understanding between jipu and the company? — A. I won't answer that 
question. 

Q. You don't know what I am going to ask you. You own the nets, and you 
say there is no understanding between you and the company about these nets ? — A. 
I won't answer that. 

Q. You won't say there is no understanding about these? — A. I won't answer 
that. 

Q. Do you know whether there is any understanding between the company and 
any of the other fishermen about their nets? — A. I don't know. 

Q. Do you deliver any of these fish to any tugs or vessells belonging to the 
company that come here? — A. They have no tug on this lake, they all go by train. 

Q. And the company have no tug by which they carry away fish on this bay, 
and are you prepared to say that McDonald sends his away the same as you do ? — 
A. I cannot say, but all my fish go by express and freight. 

Q. Do you know if they were your own fish and you shipped them direct, 
you would have to pay duty on them ? — A. I never paid any duty on ûah, 

Q. Have you any idea of the quantity of fish shipped by yourself over there ? — A. 
No, I cannot just now, not very well. 

Q. Could you give it to Ovrerseor Clarke any time, so we might ask for it for last 
year? — A. Yes. 

Q. Is there any other American company dealing here besides the Buffalo Com- 
pany ? — A. I don't know. Yes, there is the Cape Vincent Company, and McDonald 
Duys for them. They ship by Grand Trunk to Buffalo. 

Q. Do you get fish up from Hay Bay ? — A. No. My district is around here. 
All in Mr. Clarke's division. 

Q. Do you catch many eels ? — A. Yes, quite a few. Some in hoop-nets, but not 
a great many eels. They are worth 4 to 4]^ cents a pound, just as they are caught. 

Q. Is there a pretty big trade in eels among the other fishermen here ? — A. 
Yes. There is a large fishing for eels by night lines. Eels are caught largely by 
nigbt lines, by a number of the fishermen. 

Q. Are you catching more eels now than formerly ? — A. Yes. It is on account 
of the trade demand for them, that is why they are increasing, but I think they 
come through the Murray Canal now. 

Q. Then you are not interested in whitefish fishing lately, only that you buy 
them ? — A. No, I am not fishing for any. 

Q. Are you prepared to say what you get for your fish in each class from the 
Buffalo people ? — A. I don't think I ought to. Yes, I can tell you. 

Q. Does the company make any difference with you as to the quality you send 
them, or do they take all fish, at all times, in all conditions ? — A. Yes, as long as 
they are good sound fish. 

Q. What do you mean by the words sound fish ? — A. Not spoiled. 

Q. Do they make any difference between fish that are heavily laden with spawn 
or not? — A. They don't get them, but it makes no difference with them, no matter 
in spawn or not, it never has. 

Q. Well, have you any idea whether fish are in better condition sometimes than 
others? — A. No, I don't know as I have. I don't think there is. I don't see any 
difference. I have eaten them when they were full of spawn. In my choice I 
never noticed any difference in the fiesh. 

Q. You ought to know something about the spawning time of fish. When do 
the whitefish spawn in your estimation ? — A. I don't know, as I do not handle them 
daring spawning season. 

Q. There is a season in which they do spawn ? — A. I think the bulk is over by 
the 10th of November. Some spawn before and some after. I never ship fish dur- 
ing illegal times. 

Q. Well, what is your idea about the herring? When are they in spawning 
season ? Do they spawn about the same as whitefish ? — A. A little later. The 
whitefish are about through when the herring are commencing, sometimes before 
the herring are ready. 
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Q. Are herring like other fish sent to Buffalo? — A. No, the herring is kept 
here and sold around these parts of the country. Sold here in the country to the city 
people or farmers. 

Q. The herring come then the same time as the whitefish? — A. Tes, the white- 
fish come ahead, about the 12th and 15th October, about the same time but nothing 
to speak of. 

Q. What do the whitefish and herring come in the bay for? — A. I sujfpose for 
shelter, feeding and spawning. 

Q. Why don't they come in earlier for food and shelter? — A'. I suppose the later 
it gets the rougher it gets, and I suppose they come for to spawn. 

Q. Do you know anything about the pickerel spawning r — A. Yes, they spawn 
in May and the bass spawn in June. They run together in May sometimes and r.>ke as 
near as I know, spawn in May, and mudcats spawn about the last of May and in June. 

Q. How long do the whitefish generally remain in the bay ? — A. Till after they 
leave the bars, about the 10th of November they leave then for the lake, and the 
herring they stay until the winter sets in, sometimes 1st December. 

Q. What is the state o^the fishenes now compared with former years? — ^A. I 
think it is about 28 years since I commenced fishing, and the whitefish are thicker 
now than the first fall I fished. 

Q. What is the reason of this do you think? — ^A. The hatcheries and by pro- 
tection and by the close seasons. 

Q. What about herring, are they as plentiful. Are herring less numerous than 
28 years ago ? — A. 28 years ago. I did not know anything about them. 

Q. Are they falling off or increasing? — A. They are not increasing any that 1 
can see. 

Q. What do think about the pickerel ? — A. Just now they are nearly gone. 
They were caught very numerously years ago in May both in the river and bay : they 
came to the rivers to spawn and were caught very numerously and the groat catch 
was when they came up the rivers. 

Q. Do you know anything about 1)0W it is with the bass ? Are they as plentiful 
or are they scarce ? — A. Bass are not as plentiful, my opinion is they are not, 

Q. Are there a good many caught by anglers ? — A. Yes, some got as many as 
40 a day with a hook and line. 

Q. What about your pike and maskinongé, are they falling off too ? — A!- No, the 
pike were thicker last spring than for years. I don't know anything about 
the maskinongé. 

Q. What about the mudcats? — A. They are not as plentiful tis they used to be. 
We used to fish by the ton for them. I think that was a mistake, as we were allowed 
to fish too long in the spring for them. 

Q. Was it the over calch that brought them down ? — A. Yes, and fishing at the 
spawning time. 

Q. In regard to the other coarse fish, are they increasing or decreasing? — A. 
Eels are increasing. Sunfish and perch I don't think they are decreasing. Sackei-s 
are about the same as they were. 

Q. What do you think about these licenses, should there be any increase or 
decrease? — A. I think there is enough. Some of these men now don't make very mucli. 

Q. Are you of the impression there should be a decrease ?-7A. I don't want to say. 

Q. What is your private opinion ? — A. I would not want to say. 

Q. Do you think the bay at present is over-fished ? — A. I would not say. I 
don't think it is. Bass and pickerel should not be fished in the. summer. 

Q. The bay is over-fished for pickerel you say ? — A. Yes, with nets in the sum- 
mer season. 

Q. You say they should not be caught by nets at all ? You cannot catch them 
except by nets ? — A. They should not bo netted for in the summer months, not 
until thelst October. These pickerel were plentiful not a great many years ago, 
you could count a hundred shanties on the ice fishing for them, and these men got a 
living out of it. Now they cannot get any to speak of. I know they don't ^et one- 
tenth what they used to. These pickerel are not in this bay. 
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Q. Are they aboatone of the best marketable fish yoa have got here ? — A. Yes* 
They are a firmer fish and at the New York market the choice seems to run on this 
fish, we have no blue pickerel here. 

Q. Of the different kinds of nets, there are seines, gill-nets, fike-nets used here, 
which of these three kinds of nets are most destructive in catching fish ; most des- 
tructive towards the fishing interests? — A. I don't know. I cannot (*ay which is 
the most destructive net. 

^ Q. Do you think it desirable that there should be a close season for fish during . 
the spawning season ? — A. Yej*, I do on certain kinds of fish, on pickerel, whitefish 
and salmon, but not for herring, pike and bullheads. 

Q. Should there be any close season for bullheads? — A. Yes, I think it would 
be of benefit for the fishermen. 

Q. You want no close season for herring, suckers, eels, sunfish and perch? — A. 
Yes. It is herring we -want to catch for our people here. 

Q. Do you think the department should take care of the fish in the interests of 
the fishe.men as well as the fisheries? — A. Yes, I think the fishermen all want to 
protect the fish. The department should care for the fish in the interests of the fish 
and fishermen by close seasons and proper regulations. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. What commission do you get on your work buying fish ? — A. One-half to 
three-fourths of a cent. I cannot tell what proportion of the catch I handle. 

Q. Are v^any of the fish sent direct across the lake to the American States in 
boats? — A. Yes, a great many of these boats are around' here to lake these cargoes 
all summer. 

By Mr, Wilmot : 
Q. Do they como into the bay? — A. Yes, around Bath. 

By Mr, Harris : 

Q. Do they come within roach of the fishing by the Bay of Quinte fishermen ? 
— A. Yes, they come to the gap in the summer, in August. 

Q. What class of fishermen do these American boats get their fish from in 
greatest quantities — the gill-net or the seine men? — A. The gill-net men supply them 
with a good many fish. I think they get all the'catch. 

Q. I suppose that catch would hardly be reported by the inspector here ? — A. 
By the inspector in that district, one at Bath and one at Prinyer. 

Q. Do yoQ think these boats would report and make an entry with their cargo? 
— A. They would have to enter and clear. We enter all fish here that we ship. 

Q. In the interests of the fishermen what do you think would be the best plan 
of fishing in this bay ; which nets ?— A. Well, seines, and gill-nets for whitefish, 
and herring, and pickerel. 

Q. Is there any way the bay could be improved to increase the profits of the 
fishermen ? — A. I cannot say without it is to enlarge the hatcheries. 

Q. Havej^ou any idea the hatcheries could be made so as to keep up the fisher- 
eries altogether? — A. I think they could get along with close seasons being kept. 
I want protection and the butcheries. ^ 

, Q. Would the majority of the fishermen here be better off if they followed 
other vocations ? Are any of the fishermen making a living by their fishing only? 
— ^A. Oh, yos, they all make a living by it, but there are some who have email farms. 
As a rule they are all pretty rugged men. 

Q. Do you make most by your fishing or by your commission ? — A. It just 
depends on what I get. 

Q. Are hen ing largely bought by the people here? — A. Yes, sir; we regard 
them as the poor man's fish. The people look for a supply of these fish when the 
winter commences here in the fall, and a good many aro distributed among the 
farmorn. 
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Q. Are the black bass generally caught in seines ? — ^A. Yes, sir, and many in 
hoop-nets. In some localities they go in these hoop-nets. 

Q. What is the greatest number of bass you ever saw caught in a seine in one 
haul ? — A. I cannot answer, I never saw more than five or six caught. A man may 
make a haul an hour and might not get any bass in a week. 

Q. What number of bass do the sportsmen catch here in a day ? — A. I have 
heard of 40, but I never saw them. There are a good many sportsmen around here 
catchingbass. 

Q. 1)0 you think more are caught with the rod than the seine? — A, Yes, sir; 
double as many more ; a fishing rod can go anywhere and the seine cannot. 

Q. What month do sportsmen generally fish for bass ? — A. Just as soon as close 
season is over they commence and they obey the season pretty well, they fish in 
July and August and pan of June. 

(j. Are the seines drawing at that time ? — A. No, sir; not here, the seines begin 
to draw about the 1st of October, and some commence in September. 

Q. In former years did you ever hear of fishermen transferring their licenses to 
the American companies ? — A. I cannot answer that question or whether transfers 
are made to the Americans now. 

The Commission then adjourned to meet at Napance on the 12th inst, and to 
make an inspection of the fisheries there and at Hay Bay. 



THOMAS McDonald, fisherman, submits the following to the Commissioners 
by letter under his signature of 14th October, 1893: — 

In the year 1845, the first fishing was done in Lake Ontario. I fished there 
for ûve summers. The small whitefish and large whitefish run together in July 
and August: after August the young whitefish keep out in deep water and the large 
whitefish strike for the spawning grounds and commence to spawn about the 1st of 
November in Lake Ontario on the shoaly rock bottoms, and they also spawn in the 
Bay of Quinte at the same time, on the same bottoms. They spawn between the 1st 
and 15th and the 30th November, and after the last of November the whitefish all 
make for deep water. 

I have fished all over the lakes and bays, and the whitefish spawn between the 
first and last of November. They spawn in Lake Ontario the same time they 
spawn in the Bay of Quinte. They are the whitefish which Mr. Wilmot put in ten 
years ago. We cannot fish our seines during the month of November without 
catching some whitefish. Since Mr. Wilmot commenced breeding and planting fish 
they are getting more plentiful. The close seasons for whitefish are all right. The 
bar whitefish spawn between the 1st and 15th of November and the deep-water fish 
spawn between the 15th and 30th November. 

(Signed.) THOMAS McDONALD. 
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No. 2.— NAPANBE. 

Evidence taken before Fishery Commissioners Wilmot and Harris at the Town 
Hall, Napanee, the 12th day of October, 1893. 

Mr. WiLHOT, chairman; and Mr. Diamond, acting steoogri^her. 

Evidence relating to the fisheries in the Bay of Quinte, was asked for when 

Mr. FELIX MELLOW came foi-ward and was sworn : — 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q Do you desire to make any suggestions yourself, sir? — A. Well, yes, I might 
say I have followed this vocation about 10 years, and I find the business just as 
profitable now as when I began. The first trouble that arose was the orders in 
council. The fii*st order that troubled us was an order that we should use a mesh 
of 3} inches extension measure. 

Q. Are you referring to hoop-net fishing? — A. Yes, sir. It is a well established 
fact the mesh is too large. The fish in the bay are smaller than the fish from the 
lake. 

Q. The fish are smaller in shallow water? — A. Yes. When that order was 
passed in council, we had a stock of nets that were 2\ inches in extension and the 
order wanted them made 8^, and therefore we had to throw away our nets and get 
new ones. We cannot follow that vocation for the bullheads with 3} inches, they 
drop through it like pease through a sieve. Then, I think about that time we got up 
a petition and sent it to the Minister asking the mesh be changed back to 2^ inches, 
which was allowed. Then, the next order in council was we should not use a leader 
to our bags. Well, that would be useless to set a net without a leader, and finally that 
was changed and we were allowed to use a leader. This last fall we got word that we 
could not set our nets as our licenses had run out. Since then that has been rectified 
and we are fishing at present, some of us who were fortunate to secure our licenses. 
I think that is about all. We have another grievance. We think the close season on 

Çickerel is too long, and our nets should be licensed to catch bullpouts and eels, 
here are no eels there. I don't think we catch 100 pounds of eels during the 
season. The close season on pickerel begins, I think, the 15th April and extends 
to the 15th of May. Well, then the close season on bass begins on the 15th of April 
and extends to the 15th of June. That bars us out of catching any eels at all. We 
would like to have the close season on bass did away with entirely and the close 
season on pickerel we would like to have it shortened some. Wo think it necessary 
to have a close season on pickerel, but I don't think it necessary to have a close 
season on bass in the waters of Hay Bay, in the eastern parts. We would like to 
have an established law to fish and know whether we are going to be able to fish 
one year after another. 

Q. Do you say you want no close season in Hay Bay for fish ? — A. We don't 
want close season for bass at the west end, and we would like to have the close 
season on pickerel shortened up some. 

Q. Your residence? — A. In South Fredericksburg, and I have a small farm. I 
think my chief calling is fishing. 

Q. Are you a fisherman and a farmer? — A. Yes, sir, I farm in the summer 
season, and fish when they let me. I have been engaged in fishing in the eastern 
part of Hay Bay with hoop-nets altogether, with a double set of hoops and leader. 

Q. What is the size of the mesh you use in the hoop-nets ? — A. Body 2^, and 
3^ in the other part. The first hoop 3}. and the second 3, and the other 2^, that is 
the body, and the wings 3^ andjeaders 3^ 

Q. What kind of fi^h do you catch ? — A. Bullheads and eels and pan fish, that is 
rockfish, perch, and we catch pickerel in those nets, and pike. We catch occasionally 
a bass, the black bass. 
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Q. Do pickerel get gilled thei-e too? — A. No. mostly piko and perch. 

Q. Where do you principally sell your fisn ? — A. I sell them di;oct to the 
Buffalo Fish Company. I am their agent here. 

Q. Do you buy generally from other fishermen in your neighbourhood ?— A. I 
dOj but I don't buy all the fish caught in Hay Bay. I buy about one-half as near as 
.1 can come at it. I bliy on commission, or rather I get a commission on all I buy, 
and I buy on my own account also. 

Q. What charges or duty do you pay on- your fish going to the Buffalo Com- 
pany ? — A. I don't have anything to do with the charges or duty. 

Q. How do you get your fish into the United States when there is J per cent 
duty on them, smuggle them in? — A. I don't understand that part of it. I don't 
attend to that part of it. 

Q. Do you send the fish there direct yourself, for if you did you would have to 
make some entry. Do you ever make an entry ? — A. 1 make out the invoices and get 
out outward reports, but I don't pay any duty or carriage fees, and get my commis- 
sion on the amount. And now, I would like to make a statement here why we don't 
catch pickerel. Pickerel would be caught in these nets if they were in the bay, 
but close season commencing the 15th of April we don't get any pickerel. You 
cannot get a whitefish in a hoop-net as they won't go in it. Pickerel will run in 
a hoop-net. 

Q. Then all these fish will run in hoop-nets ? — A. Yes. I mean all these fish 
will run in^ the hoop-not, and all the fish that run in the hoop-net we catch them, 
that is what I mean. 

Q. You principally catch all these fish you have enumerated and if other 
fish run in you take them also ? — A. Yes. I mean the hoop-net will catch all these 
kinds offish. 

Q. If the pickerel get in at the proper season what do you do with them? — 
A. We keep them. Yes, I want to explain a point here. About the first run of 
pickerel in the waters of Hay Bay is when the ice is about leaving or breaking up, 
and sometimes it is impossible to fish without getting a few pickerel in, which are 
out of season, and these fish I let loose. 

Q. All such fish you catch you let tjiem out? — A. Yes, sir. We set where there 
is no pickerel. Where they do not certainly come. We set on what is called the 
mud flats. 

Q. When do you think the fish caught in your nets are in the best condition 
for the market? — A. The bullheads and bass any time after the 1st October, as 
soon as the water gets cool, and pickerel also, and I think when the water is cool 
they are in better condition. I think that will apply to all cases. They are all best in 
winter, but 1 have not much experience about pickerel and bass as I have with some* 
of the other fish. Let me make a statement here. The pickerel come in Hay Bay 
in two seasons of the year, if I understand it right. 1 never fish gill-nets, 1 only 
fish bullhead-nets. The pickerel come in the spring and they return again in June. 
T would rather not give evidence in regard to pickerel or bass. 

Q. When do the pickerel come in your nets first ? — A. About the 15th April, 
but very few indeed, and they are most numerous about 25th April, and the second 
time they come is about the middle of June and some are taken then with the gill- 
nets, not with hoop-nets. 

Q. That is your conclusion about the pickerel ? — A. I think so. 

Q. When is your greatest catch of bullheads? When are the coarse fish, such as 
bass, perch and sunfish caught? — A. Well, I would say in April. The best catch 
of the coarse fish in the bullhead-nets is in April. The month of April would cover 
it. Pike in April. No bass at all. It is pretty hard to cover three classes of fish 
within one month. 

Q. Now it is your opinion there should be close seasons for fish in the interests 
of the fishermen and the fisheries generally? — A. It is. 

Q. Well, are you prepared to give your opinion when these close seasons should 
be? When should the close season for mudcats be? — A. Prom the 1st June to tbe 
Ist of October. They spawn in June. I would not let them bo caught in June. 
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Q. When should the close Beasoh for pickerel be? — A. I think it Bhoald begin the 
first of October ? — A. I think hoop-nets should be pulled out from 20th April until 
the first of May for a close season tor pickerel, and then be allowed to fish during 
May for eels. 

Q. When do you think the close season should be for black bass ? — ^A. None at 
all in Hay £ay, in the eastern end. 

Q. Might there be anywhere else? — A. I don't know anything about the other 
waters anywhere. I never fished in any other waters in niy life. 

Q. Do you know anything about the whitefish ? — A. 1 don*t. I never caught 
but one whitefish in a hoop-net in my life. 

Q. Now do you think it is \n the interests of the fishermen generally that the 
Government should take care of the fish for the benefit of the people ? — A. I do. 

Q. You say you have fished here about twelve years. Now, is there any falling 
off at all between now and that time; have fish fallen off in any way; are they les& 
in number than when you first commenced ? — ^A. The mudcats, I think, are just aa 
plentiful to-day as they were twelve years ago. 

Q. What about pickerel ? — A. I think the pickerel are becoming more plentiful^ 
I am speaking of the run in Hay Bay. 

Q. What about the bass? — A. I think they are pretty much the same. I don't 
know, there are very few of them netted. Bass seem to want a hard bottom if I 
understand them any. 

Q. What is your opinion regarding the fish when spawning. Are they as good 
when spawning as before or after? — A. I think they are better before and after 
spawning and this refers to all the fish. 

Q. Do the purchasers or your company make any difference in regard to the 
price of fish when they are in condition or not ? — A. No. When the fish are 
spawning they are more plentiful, and I think from the quantity of fish caught then,, 
the price may go down some. 

Q. Do you think fish should be taken when they are engaged in spawning ? — 
A. No, I do not. 

Q. What quantity of fish have you taken this year altogether, caught by your- 
self and bought? — A, That is a pretty hard question to answer. I would say about 
$3,000. All my sales would amount to about $3,000 and these all went to the 
United States. Principally to the Buffalo Fish Company. Yes, all. 

Q. What price do you get for the fish you sell here, mudcats and all ? — A. I get 
4^ cents, that is cleaned, and for pickerel about 5 cents for what we catch ; for bass, 
we don't handle any. 

Q. What about the coarse fish generally speaking, pike, &c.? — A. About 5 cents^ 
for the pike and from 1^ to 2 cents on an average. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. Have you two hoop-nets or more? — A. 1 have five sets. 

Q. Do you ever have any trouble with the government about your license? — 
A. No. 

Q. What time of the year do you put these hoop-nets in? — A. 1st of October, 
and we leave them in all winter, we set them under the ice and leave them in all 
^çvinler. 

Q. Tell us about the value olf the catch in your five sets, gross value? — A. About 
9300. That is about what the fish were worth at the price given for fish here. 

Q. How much license do you pay for each set ? — A. $5 a set. That is $25 a 
year. 

Q. Who looks after these nets all winter ? — A. I look after them myself. 

Q. You have a farm besides, you say ? — A. I have, and I look after the farm^ 
myself also ; but I have to hire some help. 

Q. Do you fish from Ist October to Ist April ? — A. Yes, 15th April. 

Q. Only these months, and do you lift every day? — A. No, we don't; we lift 
Boraetimes twice a week, and sometimes once a month. Those nets last about six^ 
years. 
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Q. Now, what do you think is the actual profits of these hoop-oets, altogether ? 
Is it enough to support you and your family ? — A. I have no family. It is enough 
to support me; just enough. I think a dollar a day. 

Q. The sales to the Butfalo Fish Company are $3,000 ?— A. I think po. The 
commission I get is ^ cent a pound. 

Q. For how many pounds do you sell ? — A. I don't know. 

Q. Do you probably get 10 per cent commission on them ; or do you make 
more on them? — A. We don't make anything on them, but indirectly in this way. 
Suppose a dozen men set their nets on the 1st of October; and there are half a dozen 
buyer», sometimes we pay all they are worth and they sometimes catch more fieh 
than we can handle. 

Q. With your commission business, what is a fish commission business worth 
here ? — A. I think it is worth $200 a year. I want you to understand we have lost 
on these fish sometimes. I h&ve lost 850 a day buying fish. 

Q. If you had your choice of giving up your fishing business with your five 
hoop-nets and the commission business, which would you give up? — A. I would 
rather run the nets. 

Q. Now, what kind of fish do you catch with your nets? — A. We catch bull- 
heads. The weight of the bullheads during the winter is about a pound weight. 
The gro88 weight, I can't say ; I do not keep any books about those weights at all. 

Q. How many years have you been in the business? — A. Ten or twelve years. 

Q. And keep all your business in your head ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Well, there let us have it out now ? — A. I cannot give you an answer. I 
want you to understand the fish in October are more plentiful than in April. 

Q. I want to know the amount of fish you get in your nets from 1st October to 
the 16th April, in your five hoop-net« ? — A. I should think about two tons, or 4,000 
pounds — that is my bullhead catch principally. 

Q. What comes next to the bullheads? — A. I think perch. 

Q. Do you catch eels there ? — A. No. I want you to understand we cannot catch 
eels (»n account of the close season on bass. 

Q. You want the close season taken off black bass, why? — A. We w^ant to catch 
eels. We cannot catch eels on account of the close season on bass. 

Q. They don't make yon take your nets up on account of the close seasoa on 
bass? — A. That is just what they do. 

Q. Would you fish here in the summer months if you could with your hoop- 
nets ? — A. I would fish in May if I could — the whole of May. I would not fish in 
June. 

Q. That is the mouth the bass are protected? — A. The close season on pickerel 
is from the 15th April to the 15th May. We have to take up our nets and do not 
put them in again. 

Q. You would not fish in June, July, August or September if you could ?— A. I 
would not. I think it would be better for the interests of the fish on account of the 
warm water, particularly if the weather is warm. 

Q. Then, if you had the right to fish with your hoop-nets you would not put 
them in ? — A. I would to secure my position. I would rather not fish in September. 

Q. Well do you want to leave your nets in for one month in the spring so as to 
catch bass ? — A. I did not say that. I want to leave them in to catch eels in May. 

Q. You want to be able to do that without catching the baas and pickerel too? 
— A. That would be it. 

Q. Why don't you leave them in? — A. The Inspector compels us to take them 
up. 

Q. Do you say the bass and pickerel are just as plentiful now as before ?— A. I 
think the pickerel are more plentiful. 

Q. And the bass just as plentiful ? — A. I cannot see any difference. 

Q. Are they fished for by sports here ? — A. By American sportsmen principally. 

Q. Do they spend much money when they are around here ? — A. Spend quite 
a bit in drinking, they are not desirable to encourage. They leave the fish sometimes, 
when they catch a lot on the shore to rot. 
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Q. How do 70a aoooant that all this catching by the sports and all those catching 
with the nets, still leaves fish about even, or as they were before, or might it be the 
result of judicious protection? — A. I think so. It might be some hold. I believe 
the law is very well carried out. 

Q. When you fished first with 3^ inch meshes did the fish escape or gill ? — A. The 
perch gilled numerously and the bullheads got free, and we never could get an eel 
in them. 

Q. Now what is the value of a hoop-net, one hoop-net? — A. About 825. 

Q. Did you throw the whole net away or part? — A. We throw them away, the 
whole thing, except the leader. 

Q. About this bass business. Do the Baifalo Fish Company still take these bass 
in June and give you a fair price for them. Do they want these bass ? — A. They 
have written to me it was close season, and I think they said it was close season 
there. 

Q. Don't you know that the Americans say that the bass are fit to eat, and they 
want them in June, July and August? — A. I don't ship bass. 

Q. You said the bass do go into a hoop-net ? — A. Very seldom and they don't get 
out. They are not aH caught in hoop-net fishing. 

Q. Do you like the license system of this country instead of the American 
system, of letting everybody fish? — A. I -do, and I approve of our system. 

Q. And that it becomes the Government's 'duty to make regulations useful to 
the whole of the country, and make fishing a continuous business? — A. I do. 

Q. Do you think that could be done without giving every fish protection when 
it is producing its young? — A. 1 think not. They would get very scarce if not pro- 
tected. 

By Mr. Wilmot: 

Q. You said you paid So a license for your hoop-nets and you had 5 sets of them, 
and you set them on the 1st October and leave them in until the 15th April. Are 
you not breaking the law after the 1st of January? — A. We get a new license in 
January generally. 

Q. You say you lost 850 a day on some of the fish. Explain how you lose S50 
on the fish ? — A. Sometimes the fish barrel wouid be held too long and the fish 
would spoil and other times the fish would drop in price. 

Q. How would the fish spoil ? — A. Through decay and being kept too long in 
the barrel. 

Q. No injury to the fish by the fish being kept in the net ? — A. No. I want to 
explain. In the bogs surrounding the shores during the winter there is bad water 
starts out from them and when it gets to the fish it destroys them, and it will do 
that in an hour's time if they are kept in the hoop-nets. 

Q. Do you leave them in the water and not go to lift them and attend to them 
for a month? — A. Yes. That is in the severe weather. 

Q. You say the Americans come here and catch fish and throw them away. 
How do you know that ? — A. They keep them on board the boat without ice and 
they spoil and they have to throw them away. That is the reason. There has been 
hundreds of pounds lost that would not have been if they were fished properly.. 

Q. Do these Americans fish under a license here ? — A. They don% not that I 
know of. 

Q. Do you think they should be licensed for fishing? — A. I think they should 
be kept out entirely if it is possible. The anglers should be kept out of our waters. 

Q. Should this apply to the commercial buyer from the States also? — A. No. 

Q. Is it your opinion if the American angler wants a license he should be allowed 
to fish here ? — A. No. You understand what I would like represented to our Minister. 
I would like it to become a Dominion law to set out nets on last of April and be 
allowed to fish for eels in May, as we cannot catch them any other time of the year. 
I think May would be enough. 
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JAMBS POLLAED sworn:— 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Your residence, Mr. Pollard, and occupation ? — A. Adolphustown. I am a 
fisherman altogether for fifteen years at the Long Beach, and the mouth of Hay 
Bay. 

Q. What sort of nets do you use ? — A. Gill-nets, and fish for pickerel, pike, 
whitefish and herring. 

Q. Have you any remarks you winh to make ? — A. My complaint is that in 
1894, as my notice reads, wo will bo compelled to fish five inch meshes for white- 
fish. 

Q. You are talking about the license to be issued for next year. You say the 
meshes are to be 5 inches extension measure ? — A. Yes. The mesh is too large, 
the whitefish will not gill in them. I think the present nets we are using to-day 
are plenty large enough, the size is 4^ inches extension. 

Q. Bo you only use A\ inches mesh now ? — A. Yes, and if we put on another 
J inch we won't catch anything. 

Q. What is the average weight of your whitefish here ? — ^A. About 2^ and 3 
pounds is the average weight of whitefish in lake Ontario. 

Q. Do you fish here in the autumn only ? — A. I fish all the year around and I 
generally go below and fish in the lake about the middle of August. 

Q. The average weight of your whitefish run from 2} to 3 pounds. What is the 
average fish you catch in the bay of Quinte? — A. About 2 pounds. 

Q. Do you ever catch any about 8 or 9 pounds? — A. Never caught one in my 
life that size, but I saw some that catch from the west. 

Q. Where do you sell your fish principally? — A. At home for local consump- 
tion, and some are shipped by the tug and some to Mr. Benson, who ships them to 
the United States. 

Q. Are they principally for the Cape Vincent market or Buffalo ? — A. I don't 
think he ships to any company. 

Q. What do you get for your fish ? — A. 5J cents for whitefish and 7 cents for 
pickerel now. 

Q. What do you get for herring ? — A. We don't catch many, when we do, we 
get 2 cents and 2\ cents a pound. 

f Q. When do you think the whitefish are in their best condition for eatable 
purposes or for sale? — A. Any time after they are spawned until they spawn again, 
only during the hot weather in summer. î never handle them in summer. 

Q. Are they better before than after spawning, or at the spawning time ? — 
A. They are not so good at the spawning time. 

Q, When do you generally get your whitefish and herring in the bay here? — 
A. At>out the middle of August. The whitefish come in sometime about the 1st 
September, and they remain in the bay until done spawning, about the last of Nov- 
ember. They all come from Lake Ontario. 

Q. What do they come in the bay for ? — A. To spawn, I suppose, and the herr- 
ing do the same thing. 

Q. The month of November being a close month, as it i>< the spawning months 
yet you think you should be allowed to fish then ? — A. I don't think we should fish 
the whole month, but I think it should be shortened, as 30 days is too long. 

Q. How do you compare the quantity of fish now to years ago ? — A. I caught 
as many fish last fall as I have caught any year I have fished. More pounds and 
better prices. 

Q. What quantity of net do you fish ? — A. 200 rods in the water, and 200 rods 
out, 200 in at one time. I use two gangs at 200 rods each. 

Q. Do you recollect the quantity of net you fished some years ago ?— A. Yes, sir» 
We fished about the same amount then as now, and fished in the same place. 

Q. What is your exact location for fishing ? Do you cover much of the bay ? — 
A. From the Bay of Quinte to Hay Bay down. 

32 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ontario Fishery Commission. 

Q. What might be the quantity of fish you have taken in the last year or so ? 
— A. Last year myself and my partner, putting all our fish together, got about 
$6*00 worth ; we got 5J cents for whitefish. 

Q. Then whitefish is not the whole amount of your fishing ? — A. About $300 
worth of whitefish, and the same of pickerel. The catch of herring was very small. 
The reason was that we were not allowed to put any nets in the water during the 
month of November, and that is the only month we can catch herring in the Bay of 
Quinte, and I think this is a grievance. 

Q. Are they only here in the month of November ? — A. That is the only 
month ; they come here to spawn. 

Q. Don't jou think that would be injurious to take them then? — A. We cannot 
catch them at any other season, as they don't come here any other month. 

Q. When do you think the pickerel spawn? — A. I think about the 20th to 26th 
April in these bays, and they generally get through about the Ist of May, they go 
to spawn principally on the hard bottoms of the bay, close to the shores. 

Q. Don't they go up the rivers to spawn ? — A. I don't know, but I have heard 
they spawn in these rivers largely. 

Q. And are they caught as numerously by you as formerly ? — A. Yes, I make 
more in money during two months now than I used to. 

Q. Is it the big price now ? How much did you used to get ? — A. 3J, 4 and 5 
cents. Sometimes then I got 400 pounds a day. 

Q. What is your impression in regard to close seasons ? — A. I think there 
should be close seasons for fish during their spawning time. When I say there 
should be close seasons for fish, I mean generally. I believe there should be a close 
season for all kinds of fish duHng the spawning time. 

Q. Are fish in as good condition when spawning as before or after? — A. They 
are not. 

Q. What is your opinion in regard to the increase of licenses ? Should they be 
increased or granted as any man wants them ? — A. I think there are enough nets 
licensed now to cover the fishing in this bay. I think it would be injurious to issue 
more. 

Q. Do you only fish with gill-nets ? — A. That is all. 

Q. What is the usual depth of the fish-net you ubc ? — A. The top of the net is 
12 meshes. That is extension for the body. 

Q. How long is your net? — A. 200 rods, and I pay for that $6. 

Q. Is that for whitefish ? — A. That is for the whitefish and pickerel net only. 
The herring net will be 3-inch extension mesh with about the same body as the 
other. 

Q. What size fish can you catch in 4^ inch mesh, and how small a fish will it 
let through? — A. It will let through any whitefish that will weigh If pounds. 

Q. And what size fish will 3-inch extension mesh catch ? — A. It will catch 
herring, but it will not catch a If pound whitefish. I never caught them in it. 

By Mr, Harris : 

Q. You said you are a fisherman wholly ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. You begin when? — A. I begin all times of the year, sometimes April, for 
catching pickerel and pike. I don't fish for mudcats at all. 

Q. What kind of nets do you begin to fish with that early ?— A. Gill-nets. The 
size mesh for them is 4^ inches and I go out in boats with one man. 

Q. What length of net have you got? — A. 200 rods. 

Q. Would you like to have more net than that ? Would it pay you to have 
more net than that? — A. I could not handle much more than that. 

Q. Would it pay you to have a gill-net crew ? — A. I do not know that here. 
I do not go in Lake Ontario at all. 

Q. You say the department has increased the size from 4^ to 5 inches, and you 
don't like that?— A. No, I don't like that. 
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Q. Would you catch as raany fish with the 5 inches mesh ? — A. I never fish 
that mesh. 

Q. If you did you would not catch them. When the departnoent made that 
order increasing that mesh they ought to allow the gill-net men to have more 
length to oven up ? — A. No, that would not even up, even if they had given more 
twine we would not be satisfied. 

Q. Then you think 5 inches is too big for your fishing? — A. I don't think so, I 
know it. There is no plan they can make to equalize it at all. 

Q. Have they stopped your fishing for herring in November here? — A. Yes, 
sir, they have done that and I don't know why. 

Q. Are there any whitefish to be caught where you catch the herring ? — A. 
No, sir, the whitefish are on the shoals in the spawning season, and they are not 
where the herring are. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Where do the herring spawn? — A. In Hay Bay in the mud. 
By Mr. Harris : 

Q. Do the whitefish gill in the heiTing-nets ? — A. Never caught any. The 
net we fish with 3^ inches ; never have whitefish caught in them. 

Q, Do you know whether any fish that are caught here are put in boats and 
shipped direct to the United States without being landed here at all ? — A. Not that 
I know of, only by the dealers and anglers. 

Q. You never saw any American boats come over here to buy fish in a com- 
mercial way ? — A. I think they do. 

Q. Do you know whether they ever get fish from the fishermen without the 
fish being landed on our side and they are taken direct over to the States? — ^A. I 
could not say whether it is an American or Canadian boat that runs. The Lake 
Ontario Fish Company has a boat that comes here and takes fish. 

By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. Now, is there more than one kind of whitefish in this bay and lake? — A. 
Yes. I think two or three kinds. Two kinds anyway. 

Q. What is the difference between them? — A. There seems to be a winter white- 
fish. A kind of small round whitefish. Those that come in the fall are a larger 
size. These come from the lake. Cannot describe them any better. 

Q. How do you know there is more than one kind; how do they differ? — A. 
They a»e smaller than our kind of whitefish, and all come in the fall of the year. 
The winter fish are smaller and round in shape, and the fall fish are deeper through 
and longer, but both are the same quality, they never run larger than two pounds. 

Q. Your opinion is there are two kinds of whitefish? — A. Yes, sir. The winter 
fish are caught in the winter and in the spring. From the time the ice goes out up 
to June, in the bay, down near the gap. They don't catch them up above in the 
bay. The average weight of the winter fish would not run over IJ pound ; not any 
more, and the others average 2 pounds. 

Q. Now, are you sure they are not the same kind, only one larger and one 
smaller? — A. They don*t look alike. They are of a different shape. One is more 
up on the back. That is the larger kind. 

By Mr. Harris: 

Q. Did you ever have any difficulty getting your license from the government? 
— A. No, sir. 

Q. Is there any difference between the male fish and the female fish in the 
latter end of October? — A. The male fish is rougher in his scales and the nearer 
the time comes to spawn the rougher he gets. 

Q. Has he a larger hump on nis back? — A. I don't know, I never noticed that 
I know the scales are rougher. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 
Q. Have you anything else to say ? — ^A. No, sir. 
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JAMES SHARPEaworn:— 
By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. Give your residence and uccuj)ation ? — A. South Fredericksburg. I am a 
fisherman, altogether for about eight yearo, I think. 

Q. What kind of fishing do you carry on ? — ^A. Gill-net fishing, my license 
specifies beside the Flats, in Hay Bay. 

Q. What size of mesh do you use in your gill-nets? — A. I use 3f and 4J inch, 
the 3| is for pike and pi,ckerel, and the 4J inch I got for other fish this fall. 1 never 
have fished for whitefish before. 

Q. Have you any suggestions to make about the bay fisheries? — A. Well, 
only that I think from the 15th of May until the 16th June in which we have been 
barred during the last few years from catching raaskinongé, that is not right, and 
the reason is we do not catch any, I don't, and I say it should not be. There is no 
bass or maskinongé to he caught there in that time of the year. I claim it is not a 
spawning ground for them. 

Q. And you say they are not there at that time ? — A. If they are I don't catch 
them. It hinders us from catching pickerel or pike from the 15th May to the 15th 
of June, and all we catch after then is black suckers. There are no pickerel there 
to be caught. We could catch pickerel after their close season is over to the 1st of 
June, and we are now barred out for pickerel all through bass and maskinongé 
season. 

Q. Yot say there should not be any close season in these waters for bass or 
maskinongé as they are not there to be caught? — A. That is it, and the principal 
fish we catch are pike and pickerel, and some coarse fish, such as perch, rock fish 
and suckers. 

Q, What other remarks do you want to make? — A. I think that is all. 

Q. Have you noticed two kinds of whitefish here? — A. I never fished for 
whitefish. I do not know anything about the whitefish. 

Q. What is the value of your pike and pickerel? — A. Well, their value differs 
in price, the average price for the pickerel and pike is somewheres about 4 cents, 3J 
cents for pike and 7 cents for pickerel. 

Q. Do you ever get what is called the large red fin sucker ? — A. No, sir, I have 
not, but I have seen them caught, not to any extent, but not in our bay. 

Q. Are you aware that they were plentiful in these rivers at one time? — A. I 
know nothing about these rivers, but if I remember, they were at one time. There 
does not seem to be many of them in this bay where I am fishing. 

Q. When do you find your pike and pickerel in the best condition for food or 
sale? — A. I would say about this time of the year. I should say about this time 
of the year, October or in June the pickerel is good. They are very fat in June. 

Q. How are they at the spawning time ? — A. I don't know very much about 
them then, but I don't think the fish when spawning would be a good fish then. I 
have not fished for them in the spawning time. 

Q. You say you do not know anything about whitefish, well then, have you 
ever fished for herring ? — A. No, sir. We have never been able to get a license. I 
think we should get them here. 

Q. Are the fish as numerous in your fishing station as they were years ago? — 
A. 1 don't know but they are. I cannot see very much difference. 

Q. Should there be any close season for fish at all, sir ? — A. Yes, I think there 
ought to be. 

Q. When should there be a close season for the fish you catch, such as pike and 
pickerel ? — A. I should think about ten days. Pickerel spawn along our shores 
from the 20th to 30th of April and then they are gone. I think pike spawn earlier, 
I do not catch mudcats. 

Q. Do you know anything about bass? When do they spawn ? — A. I do not. 
I Rimply think they spawn on hard bottom, and this Hay Bay is a mud bottom. But 
I don't know very much about them. 
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Q. What do joa think about this question of licenses? — A. I don't know, be- 
cause I do not want to interfere with any other man. The waters are fished 
enough without any additional licenses for my benefit. I should think there are 
enough licenses. 

Q. What quantity of fish do you catch ? What is your year's catch ? — A. lean 
hardly tell you that. The tug comes and gets my fish generally, and the fish 
dealer comes also. We vary in catches from 100 to 200 pounds. 

Q. Is this the system observed generally " the fish oealer comes to the fisher- 
men and gets the fish " ? — A. Yes, sir ; always so. 

Q. Have you anything more to say ? — A. I don't know of anything, I am 
through, but there is one thing that I care about, and that is the month of close 
season. I think this is unnecessary for this bay. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. Have you any whitefish in your fishery in the spring and summer months? 
— ^A. No, not any. 

Q. Do you fish with a whitefish net? — A. Yes, sometimes about now, in the 
mouth of Hay Bay. 

Q. Are there any restrictions here about catching coarse fish in November ? — 
A. We have no right to catch them, they stop our fishing altogether in that month, 
but we can fiëh right on to December now. 

Q. These whitefish, I suppose are spawning in your grounds are they ? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, if you put out your gill-nets, what will you be fishing for? — A. Pike 
and pickerel. 

Q. Do you not think you will come in contact with these whitefish when 
spawning ? — A. No, not where I fish. 

Q. Won't they gill in your pickerel-nets ?-^ A. Yery seldom, once in a while. 

By Mr. Wilmot: 
Q. Then they will gill in your 4J inch nets, will they ? — A. Yes. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. Those pike and pickerel you fish for, are they in good condition for food?— 
A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do they prey upon the young whitefish ? — A. I suppose any fish they can 
get hold of. 

Q. Have vou ever had any difficulty with the Government about getting your 
license? — A. No, sir. The only grievance I have is stopping us from fishing in the 
month of June, and this is the very best time of the whole year for to catch pickerel 
after the spawning time, and they stop us on account of this being close season for 
bass and maskinongé. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. How would it affect you if you could fish in June, that is the close season 
for bass ? — A. I have not fished after the 15th of June for 2 years. 

Q. How would it aifect you if there was no kind of net fishing from the 15th 
June to the Ist September ? — A. That means the business of the fishermen would be 
baulked. I live wholly on fishing, for I have no other way of making a living, and if 
they stop me and only allow me to fi^h a month at the spawning season to make a 
living, I have only got two months to support my family. 

Q. Suppose you were permitted to fish freely and generally from the 15th 
September to the 1st April, how would that affect you? — ^A. I don't think so. We 
have July and August now. 

Q. Do you do much fishing in these times ? — A. Yes, sir. I catch pike and 
coarse fish. Our fishing time for a man to make a living is very short anyway, 
two months in the former part, and one in the fall. 
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Q. But how would it aiteot you and others generally ? — A. I think it would. 
Take two months off, the most fishing I have is in June. 

Q. I am asking now, if May is the spawning month for pickerel, should they be 
destroyed at their spawning time? — A. But 1 cannot see why they want to stop us 
in July and August. 

Q. If you fished from the first September to the 15th April with your nets? 
You also want part of May when the pickerel spawn, and after which the fish are 
not fit because of the warm water? — A. Then I think this must be asked for by 
some man who does not fish for a living if he says this. Pic'cerel was worth 7 cents 
a pound, I don't want any other price. In July we got 7 cents for pickerel and that 
is a good price for fish, and if they are through spawning they might just as well 
be caught in July as in September. I cannot see what benefit it is to be stopped two 
months. 



SETH BENSON sworn :— 

By Mr, Wilmot : 

Q. Whore do you reside, and what is your occupation? — A. At Deseronto. 
Dealing in fish. 

Q. How long have you been engaged in this work ? — A. About 5 years. I am 
selling on my own account and we distribute to different points, Buffalo principally. 

Q. Do you ship to the Buffalo Fish Company or is it on your own account ? — 
A. What fish we ship to the Buffalo Fish Company we act as agent. 

Q. You say we. Are you in partnership with any one ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you ship to any other compan v besides the Buffalo Fish Company ? Cape 
Vincent Company and Bochester? — A. We ship to other people who are dealers. 

Q. Do you do any of your work on commission ? — A. We do some with the 
Buffalo Fish Company. 

Q. In shipping your fish do you pay the freight and duty in going over to 
Buffalo ? — A. No, sir. They attend to that part of the business. The consignees 
attend to this. 

Q. Do you know at all that the duty is paid on all the fish ? — A. We don't 
always know in regard to that. 

Q. Do you not know if your fish pay duty there? — ^A. I understand this Com- 
mission is here to ascertain something in regard to fish instead of dealing with this 
question. We are here to explain all in regard to fish, but we decline to answer how 
these charges are arranged. 

Q. I am not asking about these charges at all. Do you know about any of your 
fish paying duty upon going to the United States ? — A. We decline to answer your 
question. I cannot see how that affects the Commission at all. 

Q. Do you know there is a duty upon fish going in the United States ? — ^A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. On Canadian fish you mean, sir ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is this duty payable by the sender or by the buyer ? — A. By the consignee. 

Q. Where do you purchase generally, in what section? — A. Well, between 
Belleville and the gap is the limit, including Hay Bay. 

Q. Then, you buy principally throughout the whole of the Bay of Quinte ? 
From Belleville down. Between Belleville and the gap, including Hay Bay? — ^A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Are the fish brought to you or do you collect them ? — A. We collect them 
with a small steam vessel, the ** Hydria.*' 

Q. Where does she hail from ? — A. Trenton, and is owned by myself, and she 
is» not engaged in any other trade besides the fish business. 
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Q. What are the principal ports she goes to in the United States ? With her 
fish ? — A. She does not go across the lake, the " Hydria " delivers them in Dese- 
ronto. 

Q. And how are they taken to the States from Deseronto then ? — A. By express 
and by freight principally, we have no cold storage, we ship fresh in ice. 

Q. Might I ask you the probable quantity you shipped this last year? — A 
Perhaps about 75 tons. 

Q. What proportion of these would be whitefish? — A. Well, perhaps one 
quarter. The rest may be herring, pike, pickerel and coarse fish. About a quarter 
are pan fish and suckers I should judge. By pan fish, I mean perch, rock fish, sunfish 
and suckers. 

Q. Are there any other persons engaged in this work that ship from Deseronto 
besides yourself? — A. Mr. Mellow and Mr. Perry, they ship also, in what quantities 
I cannot say. They ship at times. 

Q. Can you approximate the quantity they ship from there ? — A. I cannot give 
any estimate what the other ship. 

Q. Do you suppose their proportion of the coaree fish, and whitefish would be 
about the same ? — A. I don't think they would handle nearly as many of the white- 
fish. 

Q. What is the usual price for whitefish ? What do you usually pay for white- 
fish ? — A. About 5 cents for whitefish ; pickerel, from 4J to 7 cents, it depends upon 
the season ; they are worth 7 cents through July, August and September, and 4^ 
cents earlier in the season. 

Q. Why are they only worth 4^ cents earlier and 7 cents later ? — A. Owing to the 
markets entirely, I suppose. The western fish come in quite largely at these times 
and this is at that season of the year. That is the only reason I can give. 

Q. Do you get far more in the spring than you do in the fall for the pickerel ? — 
A. We get the most in June. The pickerel seems to be a sort of transient fish. 
When we don't got any here the lake fishermen get them. 

Q. And they seem more plentiful here in the spring than in the fall ? — A. 
Through June they are more plentiful. July and August they usually go out in the 
lake, and are taken by the lake fishermen. 

Q. How early do you catch them in the spring ? — A. A few weeks before close 
season. 

Q. How early is that? — A. We formerly got them the 15th April. 

Q. Don't you get them now before that time? — A. Sometimes when the ice 
breaks up. 

Q. When do you get the whitefish principally? — A. Whitefish are caught from 
about the 1st September and last of August, and mostly move up the bay until the 
10th and 15th November. They leave about the 10th and 15th November. 

Q. What do they come up the bay for, do you know, sir ? — A. Spawning, I 
suppose. • 

Q. Do you find fish as good at that season of the year as before ? When do you 
find the whitefish in the best condition ? — A. I don't see any difference in regards 
to fish, only in the spawning season they are softer at that time. 

Q. Then the whitefish are not in good demand at the spawning time? — A. Yes, 
sir. E>pecially the females. 

Q. Do you think this applies to all kinds of fish generally ? — A. I should judge 
so, especially after they have spawned. 

Q. Is the fish improving or decreasing in quantity? — A. They ai-e decreasing. 
Our business fluctuates. Some years they are more plentiful and some years they 
are scarce. Ah I said before, at certain times of the year the business here is not 
good but it is outside. 

Q. On the whole during the five years you have been here has it been increasing 
or decreasing ? — A. I cannot say. There is no difference in the supply of fish. The 
average is fidly as much now as when we first began our business. Two years ago 
we had a very large run of pickerel, and in June and July the fishing outside was 
very poor. Since then the lake fishermen have taken more pickerel than the bay 
fishermen. 
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Q. Do you furnish nets to the fishermen? — A. At times, yes, sir, and we usually 
sell them to them trusting them for the pay. 

Q. Do you claim the fish caught by these nets are yours ? Are any arrangements 
made with these men ? When you give them their nets that they give you all the 
fish?— No, sir. 

Q. If an execution were issued against these men for goods and chattels would 
you claim the nets ? — A. We should not, we have no lien upon them, neither are they 
bound to give us all the fish. 

Q. Do you ship them as Canadian fish or American fish ? — A, Before we go any 
further I may say, I am perfectly willing to give you any information in regard to 
fish, but I decline to give any information in regard to these affairs. 

Q. Are these fish shipped as Canadian or American fish ? — A. They are all 
Canadian fish. They are shipped as Canadian fish and marked as fish taken from 
Canadian waters. 

Q. Do any of the shipments go to the United States as American fish or all 
Canadian fish? — A. I do not understand how you can make any fish taken in Cana- 
dian waters an American fish. 

Q. Are these fish all caught with Canadian nets? — A. I don't say whether they 
are or not. 

Q. Do they at times transfer them to you ? — A. To Americans but not to me. 

Q. Why do they transfer them to Americans ? — A. We decline to go any further. 

Q. Do you know what for ? — A. Yes, 1 do. 

Q. What is it ? — A. I decline to tell you what it is for. 

Q. You know what for, but you won't tell ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do they do it for the purpose of avoiding the duty ? — A. I suppose they do. 

Q. Are you a Canadian subject or American ? — A. British subject, sir. 

Q. Now there is no harm in answering this question. Do you furnish money 
to the fishermen to enable them to get their license ? — A. I do not, sir. 

Q. In the transaction offish buying which you are engaged in, do you think it 
advisable to have close seasons at the spawning time ? — A. I do, sir. 

Q. Are you sufficiently acquainted with the habits of the fiuh here to give us 
your ideas when the close seasons should be ? — A. From 1st to 10th November 
should be the close î^eason on whitefish and I nhould say from the 10th to 25th of 
April on pickerel. 

Q. What do you think about herrrng? — A. Well I would not venture any 
information on herring as I cannot say. 

Q. Have you any knowledge of the bass then ? — A. Well, no, we don't pretend 
to know much about the bass. 

Q. Do you get any bass at all ? — A. Yery few. I shouîd say the bass can take 
care of themselves. It is a brighter fish than most of them and a difficult fish to 
take in nets. We have handled the fish from the waters of Hay Bay through June, 
and I think the average catch all told would be from 1,500 to 2,000 pounds of pike 
and pickerel, and we don't get 8 pounds of bass. 

Q. I think you told me that a fish in spawning time is not as good as any 
other ? — A. Yes, but I don't know that it affects the price of fish in any way. 

Q. How for your own eating ? — A. I would prefer fish out of spawning season. 

Q. Otherwise you say fish in the spawning season sell as well as any other? — 
A. Yes, for foreign markets. At least the price is not lower at that time because 
they are spawning. The price is regulated entirely from the quantity and supply. 

Q, Is that because the people don't know it ? — A. I presume so. 

Q. Have you any opinion to give us as regards the class of nets that should be 
used ? Does it make any difference in the price of fish whether they are caught in 
one description of net or another? — A. The size of the fish affects the price. 

Q. Well are the small fish less valuable ? — A. The extremes are less valuable 
than the mediums. The very large pickerel is worth less than the medium, and the 
very small are worth less. 

Q. Then the extremes in size are worth less than the mediums? — A. Yes, in 
the rough fish, such as pickerel and pike. 
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Q. How is it in regards to the whitefish ? — A. Well a whitefish is a whitefish 
the whole world over. Whitefish large and small are worth the same. 

Q. Do you mean to say they are worth the same price per pound or apiece ? 
Do they grade yours one and two? — A. The Lake Ontario whitonsh all go at one 
price, but the Lake Brie fish are divided in two classes. We ship to dealers who 
say the Erie fish bring a larger price, because thev are larger. 

Q. Do you know the usual size of the Erie whitefish ? Have you dealt in them 
at all ?— A. !No, sir, we have not dealt with them. 

Q. What is the usual size of the whitefish caught in Lake Ontario that you pur-* 
chase ? — A. About 2 pounds or If is the average size. 

Q. What is the average of whitefish in the Bay of Quinte ? — A. In my judg- 
ment perhaps they may run larger. 

Q. Do you think there are two kinds of whitefish that frequent this _bay ? — A. 
I am not well enough posted to answer that. 

Q. Do you think there are two kinds or do you think they are one family? — A. 
I have been told there are three kinds. 

Q. In purchasing do you make any difibrence ? — A. No, sir. In purchasing 
whitefish we make no difference as to kinds, which the fishermen allege to be three 
kinds. Lake fishermen claim that, I never heard the argument used here. 

By Mr, Harris : 

Q. Do you prefer gill-net fish, or seine fish, or^ pound-net fish ? — A. We make 
no diâerence in the price of fish no matter how it is taken. 

Q. Do you know that they are classed when they get on the othei' side on 
account of the size of them ? — A. No, sir, they are not classed. I don't know as 
they are. They may be. The retailor makes no difference. I think it makes a 
difference in New York. It don't affect our fish here. 

Q. Do you know whether there are any fishery regulations in the United States 
across the lake ? — A. Yes, sir. They have had them there, but with regard to 
whitefish, I cannot eay. I think not in regard to whitefish. 

Q. Do you think it judicious to have good regulations to protect the fish in the 
Canadian waters ? — A. Yes, I do. 



NELSON INSTANT sworn :— 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Your residence and occupation? — A. Amherst Island. I fish myself and my 
boys farm. I have been engaged in fishing all the days of my life. Since 35 years ago. 

Q. Where do you fish, what places ? — A. In the Bay of Quinte and Lake Ontario. 
My license covers the Bay of Quinte, and out in Lake Ontario four miles. 

Q. What sort of nets do you use ? — A. Whitefish-nets, and salmon-nets, all gill- 
nets. 

Q. What is the size of Ihe mesh for your nets? — A. 4J for whitefish and 7 inches 
for salmon. 

Q. What length of net do you fish with? — A. About 100 rods I generally use. 

Q. What is the depth of your net ? — A. Twelve measures, that will be bar size of 
the mesh measured from. 

Q. Does bar measure mean the square of the mesh measured from comer to 
corner diagonally? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Have you anything you wish specially to say to the commission ? — A. Mr. 
Pollard srave good evidence here, only he did not class the fish properly. 

Q. Then you agree with Mr. Pollard's evidence ? — A. I do, except the fish, we 
have a certain kind offish in the Bay of Quinte that follows the channel, and the white- 
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fish differ. I say channel whitefisb weigh about 1^ pounds and you get them always 
the same size. We never get them of any account off the shoals. Then we have 
what we call the Huron whitefish. They will go through a 2 inch mesh. 

Q. What other kind have you got? — A. The Lake Ontario whitefish. A fish 
that will go 2 pounds and over at its best and we have caught them as high as 8 
pounds, but that is an exception. 

Q. Then you think there are 3 kinds of whitefish? — A. I do, sir, those fish that 
are 2 pounds and over, are caught outside in the lake. They come in during August 
and Ist September and come through the upper gap. 

Q. What do they go through there for? — A. To spawn in the Bay of Quinte. 

Q. What becomes of these little fellows, the IJ pound whitefish ? — A. They are 
always there in the channel. We call them dipper bellies. They are not the same 
kind of fish, they arc a fish with a very small head. From the back to the side fins 
they seem to swell out, and then taper off towards the tail. 

Q. Well that is no distinctive difference. What colour are they? — A. Almost 
the same as the other fish but a little lighter in colour. 

Q. The other kind, the Lake Huron fish, what about them ? — A. The Lake Huron 
whitefish looks almost like a sucker. 

Q. Are you sure it is not a sudjcer? — A. I know that all right, we catch them 
amongst the rest. They are about z pounds. We don't get them very often. 

Q. Do they go up the bay the same as the others to spawn ? — A. I won't say 
that. We catch them down among the other whitefish. 

Q, A re you prepared to say the others come up to spawn ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. But you cannot see whether they come up to spawn or not ? — A. No, not 
these round bellies. 

Q. Now when are these Lake Huron fish seen by you mostly ? — A. It is like 
this, you see them generally when a good run sets in off the lake in August and 
September. They are mixed up with the other fish. 

Q. Then this is your history of these three kinds of fish ? — A. Yes, and I think 
1 can prove it by men here. ' 

Q. What do you think about the close seasons for fish? — A. I think there should 
be close season and they should be well enforced too. Principally for whitefish 
and salmon-trout and all other kinds, because I am a great hand to defend the fish. 

Q. The fish you catch, do you catch them in May, June and July, that is white- 
fish and salmon-trout? — A. We will catch them as soon as the ice goes out. 

Q. Where is your whitefish fishing carried on ? — A. It is along Lake Ontario. 
All through the summer season and fall months until the close season sets in. Our 
men make it a business of fishing all through until 1st November. 

Q. Where do you think the fish you are in the habit of catching go to spawn ? 
— A. Whitefish go up the bay some place. I cannot tell you exactly. I never 
fished up there. 

Q. Where do your salmon-trout spawn ? — ^A. On our bars around Nut Island, 
and Amherst Island. 

Q. If the whitefish were caught in November up the Bay of Quinte how would 
that affect your fisheries? — A. Well, of course there would be no fish. It is like this, 
a hundred fish will pass over a gill-net where there will be two caught. 

Q. If the male and female fish are caught, when they go up the bay to spawn, 
will it not affect your fishing? — A. I think it will. In regard to the net business. 
With our gill-nets when the fish pass in outside of Grape Island, there will be a 
thousand fish pass over the nets and there won't be one caught if the current is 
going out. 

Q. Do you think the present close season is rigrht ? — A. I do as far as I know 
about our salmon and whitefish. 

Q. Do you fish for herring? — A. No, sir, only whitefish and salmon-trout. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. Do whitefish stay longer than three or four months. How long do they 
stay ? — A. Until April or May. 
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Q. Do you over fish any in December with gill-nets or the end of November? — 
A. Never did. I have heard men say on the upper end of the Island they have 
caught them in December, off their spawning grounds then. 

Q. But they would not cîitch them in that locality in the spring and in July 
and August? — A. Yes, to a certain extent, but not so plentiful as in September and 
so on. 

Q. Then what you mean to say is this, that at the time you get your salmon- 
trout and whitefish they are either on their breeding grounds or going on their 
spawning grounds, and they should not be caught then ? — A. Yes, I think they should 
not. All kinds offish should be protected then. 

Q. Where do you sell your tish ? — A. Part at home, and part at Bath to Cana- 
dian dealers. 

By Mr. Harris : 
Q. Never had any difficulty in getting out your license? — A. No, sir. 



THOMAS HOWAKD sworn :— 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Give your residence and occupation ? — A. At Bath, and I am a fisherman for 
38 yearp», and I fish just in the upper gap, and in the bay, and up the bay sometimes. 

Q. What sort of net do you use ? — A, Gill-nets for whitefish, I do not fish for 
salmon-trout, the meshes are 4^ extension. 

Q. Where do you sell your fish mostly ? — A. I sell them on the grounds to Cana- 
dian buyers, and got 5 cents a pound this season. 

Q. Do you corroborate what this gentleman, Mr. Instant has just said, or do you 
wish to relate it? — A. Yes, I corroborate what he says. 

Q. As you corroborate what Mr. Instant has said, do you wish to say anything 
more? — A. No, sir, no more, except when the fish come up to spawn. They come 
through the upper gap, all I can say, is that the whitefish come in the upper gap, 
and then they go up and down the bay to spawn. 

Q. Are you satisfied with the present close season ? — A. I am, and believe it to 
be correct. 

Q. Do you think it right to catch fish at the spawning time? — A. No, sir, I do 
not. 

Q. Have you anything further, you want to say? — A. Nothing more. 



GEOEGE LINDSA.Y sworn:— 
By Mr. Wîlmot : 

Q. Where do you reside ? — ^A. About four miles from here on the Napanee river, 
my occupation is a fisherman only, and have fished four years in the Napanee river 
with hoop-nets, two double sets with 4 hoops and 2 leaders. 

Q. What is the size of the mesh ? — A. IJ in the bag, 2J all through wings, and 
leaders the same. 

Q. What kind of fish do you catch ? — A. Bullheads, eels, suckers and pan fish or 
coarse fish. We don't include pickerel and bass as the coarse fish. 

Q. What is the average size of your mudcats? — A. About 3 pounds to the doacn, 
about 3 to the pound, some where about that, that is cleaned and dressed. 

Q. What do you get for them? — A. Well, some times 4J cents, some limes 5 
cents and some times 6 cents. 
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Q. When do you usually set your net? — A. In January, and stop 15th April, 
when we take them up until the month of October, when we set again and fish on 
until the end of the year. 

Q. What do you pay for them, what license fee? — A. $5.00 a set. 

Q. Who do you sell your fish to? — A. Sometimes to Mr. Benson and sometimes 
to Eobert Perry, .both local dealers. 

Q. Do these dealers ever furnish you with money to get your license ? — A. No, 
sir, no agreement is made between us and the buyers in any shape or manner, we can 
sell to whom we like. 

Q. When do you think these mudcats are in the best condition ? — A. About 
the middle of March up to the Ist of May, after that we do not fish any you see. 
They are spawning then and in June, and in July, the egg is hatched out in July. 

Q. How do they spawn? What sort of nest do they make? — A. They go and 
dig a hole in the mud and go in the hole and lay their eggs and stay in the hole 
until the eggs are hatched they dig a round hole, about 1 foot, 1^ to 2 feet deep about 
4 inches across. 

Q. What position do the fish get in there to lay their eggs? — A. They seem to 
lay in there backwards with their head towards the hole. 

Q. Do they lay their eggs while standing on their tails? — A, Pretty nearly, the 
hole is a little slanting. 

Q. How long are they in that hole or nest ? — A. I think about 3 weeks, between 
3 and 5 weeks, the female is relieved by the male, the little fish come out then and 
the parent fish male and female stays with them until along about August, when 
they get to be 1^ inches to 2 inches long. 

Q. What would be the probable number of the young fellows? — A. I would say 
there would be 150 to 200 to each clutch. 

Q. Do they take special care of the young if anything comes near them ? — A. 
Yes, sir, they do. There is no other fish that eats them on account of the horns, on 
the little ones. 

<i. Are they bred in the form of the old fish ? — A. Yes, sir. The only thing 
that will destroy them is the black water snake. 

Q. Where do the little fish go when they separate from the old ones ? — A. Among 
the weeds and grasses. The older fish go away from them. 

Q. What condition are the old fish in at this time? — A. Well, they are not in 
very good condition I think, they are in good condition again in about 3 months. 

Q. Do you mean it takes about 3 months to get them fit for the market? — A. 
That is the meaning of it. 

Q, Then do I understand you to say the water being warm they should not be 
caught until the Ist October ? — A. No, sir. I say October altogether. 

Q. Then you catch no other kinds of fish worth mentioning, but now and then 
a few other kinds offish? — A. I get no bass, no pickerel. 

Q. Do you say that the catfish are not fit to eat from the time they lay their 
eggs until the 1st of October? — A. They may be in condition but not good. 

Q. Well, would these dealers buy them during that time? — A. I don*t think so, 
dealers don't care about buying them. 

Q. Have the cattish of late years been failing off in quantity? — A. I don't know 
as they have, they are about the same as they were then. 

Q. Should close seasons be established for them? What should be the close 
Reason from them? — A. I don't know that a close season is right for them, a close 
season from the Ist October is about right. 

Q. The present close season from the 15th April to the 1st October is correct, 
but you would like to have it commence the Ist of May, is that it? — A. Yes, 
sir. The ice is so late going out of this river. 

Q. Do you think there should be any more licenses granted for mudcats in the 
river than at present or do you think there are enough ? — A. I don't think it would 
matter particularly, I think there is enough in the river for the size of it. 

Q. What quantity of fish did you take last year? — A. Well, I can hardly tell 
yon. I did not keep a memorandum of it. Somewheres about $150 to $200 at 6 
cents a pound. 
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A set of hoop-nets is what? What do they cost ? — A. They consist of 2 hoops 
and one leader and 4 wings, and will cost about (20 ail told. 

Q. What is your grievance ? What do you complain of ? — A. About my license. 
I paid 810 to Mr. Sills and have not received any license since the 1st of April. 

Q. Have you fished at all during the season ? — A. Wo fished up until wo paid 
our money. From the Ist of January to the 1st of Mav ; the time was extended. 

Q. Then you fished from the 1st of January until the 1st May without a license ? 
— A. Yes, but we had paid our money. 

Q. Did you pay your license on the Ist of April? — ^A. Yes, sir, we could not 
pay it any sooner. 

Q. Did you offer to pay before that ? — A. Yes, sir, in the fore part of February, 
but it was refused. Refused by Mr. A. D. Sills, the former overseer. 

Q. Why was it refused ? — A. Because he did not know, there was some dispute 
4ind he could not take it. 

Q. You may say that Mr. Sills said he was suspended and could not take the 
money, and that you afterwards paid the money to the young Mr. Sills about the 
1st of April ? — A.' Yes, sir. 

Q. You paid Sills, the younger, what did he do with the money, did he send it 
to Ottawa? — A. I think not, sir; he put it in the bank. 

Q. Did he inform you that he put it in the bank to the credit of the Govern- 
ment ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Did he tell you he informed the department, and that he put the money in 
the bank ? — A. No, only lately. 

jQ. You say he informed you he paid the money into the bank fur the Receiver 
General for your license ? — A. He told me he paid it into the bank. 

Q. You say the license has never come to hand ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. And you now ask for the money or the license ? — A. I don*t care about the 
money, I want the license. 

Q. And if it cannot be granted do 3'^ou want the money back ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Any further grievances to make ? — A. Not that I know of. 

Q. And that is as near correct as you can give it to us ? — A. Yes. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. Can one man attend to more than one set of hoop-nets? — A. Yes, sir, 5 or 10. 

Q. Would you be glad to fish with more if you had them ? — A. If I was able to 
get them. 

Q. Do you think it better for the fishenes if the department encouraged men to 
devote themselves to fishing wholly like yourself? — A. I don't know. 

Q. How far apart should the nets be between them ? — A, The length of the 
leader, about 70 feet. 

Q. Are bullheads and channel catfish the same fish? — A. Different fish alto- 
gether; quite different fish. 

By Mr. Witmot : 

Q. These fish are commonly called mudcats, bullheads and catfish ? — A. Yea. 
They are one fish except channel cats. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. What depth of water are your hoop-nets in? — A. Six feet, but seines could 
not be drawn in that water, it is weedy bottom. 

Q. Mudcats, bullpouts, and catfish are the same fish, but there is another fish 
like the catfish, called channel catfish, which is a different fish altogether ?— A. 
Yes, sir, but channel cat is a different fish altogether. 

Q. Where are these large channel cats caught? — A. In the same place we catch 
the small catfish on hard bottom sometimes, but they go in deeper and cleaner water 
generally, 
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WILLIAM DAVBY Bworn :-- 

By Mr. Wilmoi: 

Q. Are you residing in the same place, fishing in the same way afl Mr. Lindsay^ 
and in the same position ? — A. Yes, and there are some other men in the same 
position. Their money has been paid and sent, and the license is held back. 

Q. You paid your money in the same way ? — A. Exactly. 

Q. And do you corroborate all that Mr. Lindsay has said in every respect? — 
A. Yes, sir. 



THOMAS VANOKDER sworn :— 

By Mr. Wilmot: 

Q. Give your residence and occupation ? — A. South Fredericksburg. I have 
lived there nine years. A fisherman, only for part, 20 years abput. 

Q. What sort of net do you fish with? — A. Whitefish gill net. and pickerel 
nets, tiëhing in the main part of the Bay of Quinte from the upper gap up. I have 
had a license to fish in the lower gap also, up to Thompson^ Point. 

Q. Then you are in Finkle's division, are you not? — A. No, sir, in Mr. Sijls*s. 
Finkle comes half way to the upper gap. 

Q. What size mesh do you use in your net ? — A. 4J and 6 inches, 4^ for white- 
fish and pickerel, and 6 for pickerel also, we fish both kinds for pickerel. If we 
want to catch the small ones we use 4^ mesh, some seasons we use 4} and some & 
inches mesh. 

Q. When do you use the 4J mesh ? — A. About the middle of September, and we 
use the 6 inch after the close season and in the spring ; after the 15th of May we use 
this large menh to the last of July. 

Q. How do you account for the fish being smaller when you use the 4^ mesh ? — 
A. We formerly fished in the lower gap from the Ist of May up to the last of July, 
then we come in the bay and fish for pickerel, and we catch a smaller class in the 
bay than in the lake. 

Q. Where do you use the 6 inch mesh after the 15th May ? — A. In the lower 
gap, in Keil's division, and the 4^ mesh in the bay here. 

Q. Do you fish all over then ? — A. Yes, wherever we get a license. 

Q. And do you get a license from both Fishery overseers ? — A. Mr. Finkle and 
Mr. Keil made arrangements between them if I took out a license in Finkle's division 
and one in Keil's, I have a right to fish in each. I take out a license in this division 
and also in Keil's. 

Q. How many licenses have you? — A. I have two and I fish in two divisions. 

Q. I think you said you went down to KeiTs for a license ?'«-A. No, I got a 
license from Mr. Finkle to ûnh in Mr. KeiPs division. 

Q. You fi^h for salmon-trout and whitefish ? — A. Whitefish and pickerel, very 
few salmon-trout. 

Q. The fish you catch with the 6 inch mesh what size would they be ? — A. 
About 7 pounds a piece. 

Q. When do you thinfe these pickerel are in their best condition ? — A. I never 
fish for them until after the 15th June, from that until it freezes up or until they 
spawn. Pickerel are good except at spawning time. 

Q. When is their spawning time ? — A. They spawn in April. I claim that 
pickerel spawn just an soon as the ice is out of the bay, and it is generally out of 
the«»e bays about the 15ih of April, and from that until the Ist of May will take in 
the spawning time. You will find the pickerel on the shore about the time the ice 
is out. We catch them along in March and they are going up then. 
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Q. What about the whitefish flpawning time? — A. About the 15th November 
they start to spawn in the Bay of Quinte. They generally get through their work 
all in 10 days, from the 15th to the 25th. 

Q. Do they return immediately then lo the lake ? — A. That is a question I 
cannot answer, but when they leave the bats they are gone. You cannot catch them 
and salmon-trout are the same way. After they get through spawning they are 
gone. They come into the bay out of the lake. 

Q. Then they must go into the lake after spawning? — A. Yes, in about three 
weeks you catch them in the gap. 

Q. Is there 100 feet of water in the bay here, is it deep?— A. Yes, 100 to 150 in 
the gap, and at the stone mills. The stone mills are from Picton about 5 miles. 
There is 150 feet in the channel. They cannot be caught afier they leave the spawn- 
ing bars until about three weeks after, when they are caught in the deep water in 
the bay and lake. 

Q. You say they come in this bay from the lake about when? — A. About the 
middle of July, they get in the gap first. 

Q. Tten they come in from the lake, and are caught in the upper gap? — A. 
About the middle of July. They are first caught there. They come up the bay, as 
far as the deep water comes and are there three months. There the deep water ends, 
about 5 miles belo,w Picton. They go from there. Take it on an average the 10th 
or 15th October, on up the bay in shallower water as far as Trenton. 

Q. Then after they reach there what then ? — A. They turn around and come 
back again and spawn all along on these bays here and points on the shoals and 
roofs in the shallow water about four feet deep, but in the lower ^ap you won*t 
catch them in that water. They spawn in deeper water. They spawn there from 
15 to 20 feet. 

Q. What is the time they do this? — ^A. From the 16th to the 25th November 
or along the last of November. They do not spawn before the 15th and that is the 
end of them for that year. 

Q. Have you any idea how long the eggs are hatching out ? Do you know ? — A. 
About 90 days, and all I know is from what I have read. 

Q. What is your opinion with regard to the quantity of the whitefish now and 
what they were 15 or 20 years ago? — A. They are just as thick this fall as 20 
years ago. 

Q. What do you call a good lot of fish at a haul ?— A. 150 to 200 at a haul, I 
call that good fishing. In the gap from Indian Point up. 

Q. Do you ship your whitefish fresh? — A. All fresh to Lake Ontario Fish 
Company, at Cape Vincent, U. S. 

Q. You get how many at a good haul did you say ? — A. 200 whitefish. This 
was about the 1st September this year and right along until there came a wind which 
drove them away. 

Q. They do not come back again you said after leaving the grounds? — A. Y'es, 
they are coming back and we catch about 60 or 70 at a haul. 

Q. What is the average weight of these whitefish ? — A. About 2 pounds apiece. 
Some hauls yo»will get some that will run a little over but on an average they 
run 2 pounds. 

Q. Do you say there are 2 or 3 different kinds of whitefish ? — A. I say there 
are more than one. I know there are several different whitefish but cannot tell 
you exactly the difference. There is the Lake Huron whitefish, and lake whitefish. 

By Mr, Harris : , 

Q. You say there are three kinds of whitefish. What do you call them ?— A. 
The Lake Huron whitefish is a round whitefish and longer than the others generally 
and is a light colour. 

Q, What will it weigh generally? — A. A pound and a half apiece. 

Q. What is the quality of this Lake Huron whitefish ? — A. I would not have it 
at all. You cannot get any price for them. The most are caught at Point Traverse. 
They spawn around in November and December, they are not plentiful now, they 
were plentiful formerly. 
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Q. Where have thej gone to? When do thej spawn? — A. I don't know where, 
they tell me they catch them at Point Traverae about the let of December, and they 
spawn then. 

Q. The other kind called lake whitefish ? — A. Is a deep water fish. They go 
deep in the lake and bay, they are a light yellow colour. The usual weight of these, 
is about one and a half pounds. 

Q. And are these round? — A. No they are not round like the Lake Huron 
whitefish. 

Q. When do they spawn? — A. That is someting I cannot tell you. I never 
caught them on the bars, I have seen the spawn in them in the summer time. I 
suppose they spawn through the summer, in the deep water, out in the lake and 
in the bay. 

Q. They bring about what price ? — A. As much as lake whitefish. About 5 
cents a pound, they are plentiful at certain seasons of the year. Generally speaking 
they are plentiful. 

Q. Then they ought to be taken cure of at the spawning time? — A. Yes, if a 
man can find their spawning time right. They are like the bass. I think the bass 
close season is not when thoy are spawning. 

Q. Now, what are these other fished called, the third kind ? — A. I call them lake 
whitefish ; the true whitefish; they come in from the lake about the middle of July, 
and spawn in November, about the 15th November. I don't think there are any 
spawn before that season; from the 15th to the end of November is the right time. 

Q. What will these weigh, the third kind ? — A. 2 pounds apiece, and the colour 
of these is pretty black, pretty dark. 

Q. Is there any difference in the appearance of those fish, the male, from the 
female ? — A. Not that I can see, only the roughness of the scales on the he one, and 
he don't get rough until about 3 weeks before the lime they spawn. 

Q. Then of these three kinds number three is the best? — A, Yes, but number 
2 is just as good for sale. They are not the same size, number two is about IJ 
pounds, and the other is about 2 pounds, but I cannot say that they spawn the 
same time. 

Q. Are you of the opinion there should be a close season for whitefish and all 
other kinds of fish when breeding ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you know anything much in the herring line? — A. No, I can never get 
a license to fish for herring. I fished for them with a license years ago. Lately 
they won't grant a license to fish for herring. 

Q. Are fish in as good conditional spawning time as before or after? — A. I 
don't think they are. They won't keep as long they are softer. 

Q. With regard to licenses are you of the impression there should be a greater 
number of licenses issued than at present? — A. That is providing the men who are 
generally fishing have got their licenses then there are enough licenses in the bay. 
What I mean to say the number of licenses heretofore granted is quite sufficient 
for the bay. 

Q. Do you think the Department of Fisheries should use what exertions they 
can to protect the fish from being over-fished and destroyed ? — A. Yes, I think they 
should. The close season should be looked after and care given to the fish at the 
spawning season ; this would be in the interest of the fishermen as well as the fish- 
eries generally and the general public. 

Q, Can you give us an idea of what quantity of fish you may have caught last 
joar altogether ? — A. 1 suppose about 800 pounds a week while we fished for whitefish, 
which was about 4 weeks in the spring from the time when the ice goes out. 

Q. And you caught about 800 pounds a week from the 1st of April to when ? — 
A. Yes, to the last of June, then we catch again from the 16th July to the 31st of 
October. We averaged that right straight through last season. 

Q. With regard to your pickerel, what catch did you get of them? — A. We 
averaged about 600 pounds a week while we fished for them. 

Q. And you commenced fishing for the pickerel when? — A. Along about the 
middle of June, to the last of July, and then we commenced again the next spring; 
our pickerel fishing is from the 15th June to the 31st July. 
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Q. How do yoQ dispose of them ? To whom do you sell ? — A. To the Lake 
Ontario Fish Company at Cape Vincent, New York State, U. S., they have a man 
here and a boat that picks them up from where we take them ashore, and he takes 
them over to Cape Vincent and he brings the money back from the company to ns. 

Q. Do yoa pay any charges or duty on them? — ^A. We have nothing to do with 
that. They pay us five cents a pound when we bring them ashore and we don*t see 
them any more and this is the system carried on with the other fishermen in this 
neighbourhood. 

Q. Then they are sold as they are taken from the net? — A. Yes, sir, except in 
the summer months, from the time we start in the spring up to the middle of August 
or Ist of September. 

Q. What size mesh do you use? — A. A 4^ and 6 inch mesh, but if the 5 inch 
mesh comes in force the fishermen would have to quit, it would ruin the fishermen, 
they would not make their salt. 



Mr. MILO PARKS, of Hay Bay, one of the oldest inhabitants, 80 years of age, 
had lived all his life on Hay Bay, made the following statement : — 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Do you think fish are as plentiful now as years ago ? — A. I don't think the 
fish are as plentiful. We had two to one then easily enough. I can remember when 
we couldgo out and get all the fish we wanted without any trouble. 

Q. What kind offish were they when you first fished here? — A. Pickerel, bass, 
maskinongé, pike, suckers and a very few whitefish in this bay, herring were not 
very plentiful. 

Q. I suppose at the time you speak of you d^d not have all the appliances to 
fish with that they have now ? — A. No nets at that time. We could go out and in 
a little while we could get 10 or 12 pickerel and that was all we needed. 

Q. Do you know if whitefish were plentiful up the reach at that time ? — A. I 
am not well posted in other parts of the bay. About the head at Adolphustown, 
they used to set nets, and get some whitefish there. 

Q. When did you settle here? — A. I was born and brought up here. 

Q. One of the old stock then ? — A. One of the youngest of 18 of a family. 

Q. Where are they all scattered over now ? — A. They are all gone but myself. 

Q. Then you must be how old ? — A. 81 past. In those days the fish* were 
plentiful where I fished. 

Q. The piincipal fish were pickerel, bass, maskinongë and suckers? — ^A, Yes, 
and pike and red-fin suckers. There waH plenty of red-fin suckers. 

Q. Were black bans pretty plentiful ? — A. Yes, in an hour we could catch 10 or 
15 black bans, in fact all we wanted. 

Q. And how did you catch the fish in those days ? — A. With spear and hook 
and line, very little netting done. 

Q. But there might have been whitefish here and you could not catch them 
with the hook and line ? — A. I never heai^i of them being here. The principal kind 
of fishing was hook and line and spear. They used to come in the spring of the year 
and draw seines and catch hundreds of pickerel. In the spring, about the time they 
were spawning, about the Ist of May. 

By Mr. Harm : 

Q. Can you place the time at all when seine fishing was first began here? — ^A. 
Occasionally they came up here with seines some 50 years ago. 

Q. Was it about 20 years ago, seine fishing was commenced here for commercial 
purposes ? — A. I think it was about that time. 
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Q. When you first came here did you care for mudcate at all ? — A. No, sin 
Mudcats as a rule were doI caught here for any purpose at all until the last 10 or 
15 years. 

Q. You think the fish you have referred to, at least the maskinongé and bass, 
are veiy small in numbera to what they used to be ? — ^A. Very few to what there 
used to be. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Have you formed any idea yourself how this falling off has taken place ?-— 
A. I cannot tell you unless it is on account of the number of nets in the bay. Boats 
come up here every day catching fish and selling them, and I think killing the 
mother fish while spawning has had much to do with it, it has been one of the 
principal causes. 

Q. Your opinion is just the same as we have heard from all other intelligent 
persons, that it is the excessive and over-fishing of fish at the spawning^ time that 
has brought the fish down so low in numbers at the present time ? — ^A. That is my 
opinion, sir. 



CHABLES PABKS, son of Milo Parks, made the following statement :— 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. How many years do you recollect back ? — A. About 30, and I should judge 
the first net we hauled was about 10 rods long, and we could catch all the fish we 
wanted for family use. All the fish that we needed of pickerel, pike and bass. We 
caught them right along any time during the spring and in M^y, June and July, 
and in the fall of the year also. 

Q. Would you be able to catch plenty of black bass ? — A. Yes, 8 or 10 in a 
little while, that is all passed by now. Sometimes we catch a few, but not as many 
as there used to be years ago, there were no hoop-nets, none then. I don't think the 
hoop-nets were fished until about some 20 years ago, there were no gill-nets then. 
Fishing for export commenced about 20 years ago. 

Q. Are you convinced in your own mind that there are not as many fish here 
as in former years? — A. Not one-third. They were then so numerous that we 
caught all we wanted, but now it is difficult to get any, we could have made our 
fortunes if we had had the nets then that they use now. 

Q. With regard to Hay Bay, what little you know of the bass were they more 
plentiful then ? — A. Yes, we used to go out along the shores any where and get from 
50 to 60, but you cannot catch one at all now. I have not caught more then 2 or H 
in ûve years past. 

Q. What is your view regarding this falling off? Of bullheads? — ^A. Hoop-nets 
ev3ry where. 

Q. Are these fish numerous yet at the head of the bay ? — A. No. They cannot 
catch one now where we caught a dozen then. 

Q. Have you got the whitefish here now? — A, No, they do not come down this 
far now, not further than the Island over there, quite a number were taken there 
some years ago. 

Q. Were the nets they used then anything like the nets they use now ? — A, 
Yes, gill-nets, but there are 10 times the nets used now as there was twenty years 
ago. 

Q. Was it not known that in former years the whitefish frequented here for 
spawning purposes ? — A. Only once and a while you would hear of one bein^ caught, 
but my impression is the whitefish are nothing now, to what they were formerly, 
not one now where there would be three. I don't know much about the whitefish. 
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Q. Were herring here at all in your early time ?— A. We ufied to catch a few, 
I thiuk they are all cleaned out now by over-fishing at the spawning time», I think 
all hoop-netfi shoald be taken oat of the water. 

Q. Do you think the fish should be protected at their spawning time? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. Do you think pickerel spawn in this bay ? — A. Yes, sir, I think they do, 

Q. Never knew of any salmon-trout being caught here? — A. Not of late years. 
Once and a while at the reach. 

The Commission then adjourned sine die — with the view of going westward to 
hold meetings at Port Arthur, Sault Sainte Marie, and other imporU^nt fishing points 
on the shores of the great lakes. 



3.— POBT ABTHUK. 

The Fishery Commission met at Port Arthur this 26th day of October, 1893, at 
2 o'clock in the afternoon, according to previous notice. 

Members present: Samuel Wilmot, Esq., Edward Hfarris, Esq., Thomas Marks, 
Esq., and Miss Eittredge acting as stenographer. Mr. Wilmot, as chairman, opened 
the meeting, and the following proceedings took place. 

The purport of the Commission was explained by Mr. Wilmot, followed by a 
few remarks from Mr. Harris. 



Mr. W. C. DOBIE was called and sworn :— 

By Mr. Wilmot: 

Q. Where is your residence ? — A. Port Arthur. 

Q. Your calling? — A. I am a merchant. 

Q. How long have you resided here ? — A. Twenty-one years. 

Q. Be good enough to give us any information you can regarding the fisheries? 
— ^A. The reason why my name has been mentioned here I presume is owing to the 
fact that three yeai*s ago I was fishery overseer. While in that office I had the 
pleasure of meeting you. I made investigations and know something of fishing I 
presume, I hope I tilled my office intelligently. 

Q. Do you prefer having questions asked you ? — A. Yes, I think that the better 
way. 

Q. Do yon know the description of nets used here ? — A. Yes, gill-nets and pound- 
nets. 

Q. What size of mesh do you use in gill-nets ? — A. Fi'om 4}, to 6, and 6 inch 
mesh. 

Q. Why the difference in size? — A. Owing to different localities I believe, that 
is to catch different sizes of fish in different localities. 

Q. It is not to suit different periods of the year ? — A. Well, I really thiuk some- 
times larger fish are caught at some parts of the season than others. 

Q. Well, what season are the larger fish caught ? — A. In the fail. 

Q. Are they more numerous then than at other times? — ^A. Generally speaking 
I think they are. 

Q. When are the medium size trout particularly caught ? — A. During the 
summer season. 
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Q. What description of net and mesh do yoa use there? — ^A. From 4J, to 5, and 
6 inch in the fall, 6 or 6 inch mesh. I am speaking in regard to my remembi*ance 
at the time I was overseer. 

Q. The 4^ mesh in sammer, catch mediam trout, and 6 to 6 inch mesh for large 
ones? — A. Yes. 

Q. Is there any perceptible difference in them as trout? — A. They are all one 
and the same tish, the trout that comes late in the season here, is called the genuine 
«almon-trout, a very large one coming about the close of navigation. 

Q. What are the others? — A. The othera are called lake-trout. 

Q. When are these lake-trout taken ? — A. About the end of November towards 
December. There are very few caught because of the stormy weather at that 
season. Pie Island is a good place for that species of fish. 

Q. What do they generally average? — ^A. Prom 8, to 15 and 25 pounds, average 
say about 10 and 12 pounds, caught as high as 25 pounds, in fact the dverage.is 12 
pounds. 

Q. Now, about the lake-trout, what is the average size of the lake-trout ? — ^A. 
The summer-trout, about 7 or 8 pounds. I don't know whether that is too high or 
cot for these trout in the fall. 

Q. No perceptible difference only one is larger than the other? — A. Yes, they 
seem to be the same species. 

Q. Where are the summer-trout caught? — ^A. Along the shores of the bays, not 
in deep water. There is very little deep fishing done. It is not practiced so much. 
There is greater danger and expense I presume fishing in deep water. 

Q. Where are the 10 or 12 pound fish principally taken ? — A. In Thunder Bay 
under the lea of Thunder Gape. When I was overseer there were licenses granted 
there on ground not fished before. We found they caught large fish there and no 
other part of Thunder Bay. The large fish were taken under Thunder Gape and 
down by Ross Point to Gape Caldwell. 

Q. What part of the year in particular ? — A. In the close season, and I pi-esume 
A little before. In the months of October and November and the beginning of 
December. 

Q. Which particularly? — A. The end of October, and from the 1st to about the 
20th November. 

Q. What do you suppose they come along the shore for ? — ^A. I presume they 
-come to spawn. 

Q. Have you any idea of the time they spawn more particularly ? — A. Prom 
the 15th October to November. Most of the spawning of salmon-trout is done fi-om 
the 15th October to 10th November. 

Q. What size mesh is principally used to catch the large fish ? — ^A. They have 
a net called the trout-nets with large mesh. 

Q. When do the trout called the red salmon come in? — A. Later, in December 
I believe. 

Q. Do they seem to be a different species ? — ^A. They have an arched shoulder 
itnd some scales, a larger, plumper fish like salt water salmon, and the meat is quite 
red in colour. The others are generally only a slightly reddish colour. 

Q. These salmon are not so largely taken as the others are they? — ^A. No, they 
•don't seem to be so plentiful. They come in later and seem hard to get at. 

Q. Should they not increase more largely than others ? — ^A. They should, but 
so far as our locali ly is concerned they come near Pie Island which is reserved and 
has been for three years by Order in Gouncil. It was done while I was overseer. 

Q. Are they not caught anywhere else ? — A. That is their ground. The fisher- 
men have no chance to go there. 

Q. They should be the most numerous fish here? — A. They come in at that 
season to spawn but don't remain long there, they are not molested there. I could not 
say if they are increaaing in quantities, the fishermen could tell. There are two kinds 
of trout here. 

Q. You have no other kinds? — ^A. I presume there are, but cannot give their 
cames. 
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Q. Where are the fish generally sold that are caught here? — A. I think they 
are sent to the American side by our dealers. 

Q. Is there any more company than one ?— A. The Port Arthur Pish Company. 

Q. Are the salmon-trout sold tor foreign countries from here ? — ^A. Yes, for the 
States. The steamer *^ Dixon " calls and takes them away. The Port Arthur Fish 
Company are the particular parties. The representatives are here. 

Q. Do the Booth Packing Company have anything to do with them ? — A. I 
think that the Port Arthur Fish Company sell to them. 

Q. Do the Booth Company engage in fishing personally? — A. Not that I know 
of. They are simply fish dealers. 

Q. What is the usual price of salmon-trout as brought in for sale? — ^A. The 
fishermen ^et 2} to 3 cents a pound, cleaned that is. (The entrails are always taken 
out, sometimes the heads are taken off. They are called dressed fish. A very large 
trout han a very large head and they take it off. 

Q. What is your idea with regai-d to the present quantities of fish taken here. 
What is the comparison between now and say 10 years ago ? — A. Fish are not so 
numerous now, and, generally speaking, are smaller in their average size. 

Q. What do you attribute this to? — A. There are several reasons. In the fii-st 
place, fishermen are more numerous now than when I first came here. Then, as to 
size, the same thing would apply, as the larger fish have been caught. 

Q. Have the nets smaller mesh now ? — A. No, but more fish are caught, because 
there are more fishermen engaged in the work. Another reason is^ I think, the 
close season is at the wrong time. I think this all helps to bring this scarcity 
about. 

Q. What has been the close season ? — A. It was, at one time, from the Ist Nov- 
ember to the 10th, and now from the 1st to the 30th November. 

Q. Why do you think it improper? — ^A. Because it is too late. It does not 
commence soon enough. It should commence about the 15th or 20th October. 

Q. Have you any idea when the close season should end ? — A. About the lOth 
November, the whitefish and trout are both through spawning then. So in my 
opinion, the close season doesn't begin till they are through spawning. I think the 
trout are principally spawning in October. 

Q. Then do you think the remedy would be that the close season should be from 
the 15th or 20th October to say the 1st of November? — A. For salmon-trout, yes. 

Q. What about whitefish, when in particular do they spawn ? — A. They begin 
to spawn now, 25th October, or in a few days and continue till the 10th November. 

Q. Do you think all whitefish perform that duty in that period of time? — ^A. I 
think the bulk of them do. They take about the same time as the others. 

Q. How do you come to this conclusion ? — A. From personal observation. I 
enquired into this when I had the position, and by talking with the fishermen. 

Q. What is the evidence of fish being ripe for spawning ?— A. When they hold 
it up the spawn will run clean out of the fish. So they come in with a boat load of 
fish, and half a boat load of spawn. 

Q. Hardly as much as that? — A. Well, hardly, but in any case there is a great 
deal of spawn there. 

Q. A large quantity of eggs is to be found in the boat ? — ^A. Yes. 

Q. What is youf idea with regard to these fish after the 10th November, where 
do they go? — A. To deeper water and where they catch them in the summer. 

Q. Is it your opinion there should be a close season ? — A. I think so. Bat it 
seems almost useless for Canadians when Americans do not have any. K the 
American (Government could only be induced to have " close season " at the same 
time as Canadians, then it would be practicable. 

Q. Tou say there should be a close season but it should be done by the Ameri- 
cans as well 7 — A. I think it would be advisable. 

Q. Suppose they don't do this, do you think Canadians should not have one ? — 
A. I believe in close season, I think the Grovernment should do everything to get 
the Americans to do it. 

Q. You mean this to apply to all fishing ? — ^A. Yes, daring the breeding time. 
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Q. Have you taken any notice when the ealmon-troat are in the best condition 
for food? — A. I don't know as I could give any opinion, they are always good 
with us. 

Q. Do you think them as good when laying their eggs?— A. No. 

Q. Are the salmon-trout as good when spawning as at other times for food ? — 
A. I cannot say, I leave that to the\fishermen. They should not be as good in my 
opinion. I pi'esume it is the law of nature, that is why I think they are not fit for 
food. This applies to all kinds of fish, salmon-trout, whitefisb and all. 

Q. Well, what about the whitefish, are they falling off in quantity to what they 
were some years ago ? — A. I think so. 

Q. In what proportion are they falling off; give a rough estimate ; are there 
one-half as many or more? — A. Well, not a half, but at least one-fourth to one- 
third. This is caused by a larger number of fishermen. 

Q. And catching them in November ? — A. Yes, that would help. With regard 
to fishing in bays. I mean fish are driven out of such bays by the noise of boats, &c. 
I think that the noise of railways and vessels in the water drive fish out of the bays. 

Q. Suppose we told you fish have no sense of hearing? — ^A. I would not accept 
the statement, for I know better. We had fish driven out of Thunder Bay by 
blasting. 

Q. Where do they go to^? — A. To the deeper water, and they come back again. 

Q. Now what is your iden as to licenses. Do you think there are a sufficient 
number of licenses in this section of the lake. Should they be issued indefinitely? — 
A. I should say not, I mean to say that the issuing of an ov^r number of licenses 
should be guarded against. Too many men should not be allowed to engage in it. 

Q. What is your idea about granting licenses? — A. Well, when I was fishery 
overseer I had limits laid out and each man to be kept on his own limits. I thought 
it pi-eferable. 

Q. Ton say the limits should be given each fisherman in his license? — A. I 
think fo, 

Q. Have you had any knowledge or taken in any obser\mtion with regard to 
the breeding of fish ? — A. I think it commendable and should be persisted in. I 
think hatcheries should be started. 

Q. Is the fish known as the wall-eyed pike or pickerel sought for here, are they 
saleable ? — A. I think so, and they go oy the name of pickerel. 

Q. Where do they spawn in your knowledge of these fish? — A. I really cannot 
say, I don't know anything about the pickerel, but I thought in June. 

Q. Do you think they come to the bays at that time for any special purpose? — 
A. I presume they come in to spawn, but as far as pickerel go they are a side issue. 

Q. What about speckled-trout, are they of any consequence here? — A. They 
are pretty well fished out in the immediate locality. They were very plentiful at 
one time in Carp river, 12 miles from here west, and in all the streams. 

Q. What do you suppose was the cause of their falling off ? Were they netted ? — 
A. I don't think so, a persistent fishing with hook and line, but I have not known of 
their being netted. 

Q. Do you think it a great want here ? Is it considered a serious matter that 
they are caught out ? — ^A. I don't think so. There is not as much sport as there 
used to be that is all. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Harris: 

Q. Where do the principal fi*h come from ? — A. From Eossportand Black Bay. 
About forty or fifty miles below here. 

Q. Have you had many year's experience? — A. I have been in the place over 
twenty years. But have not fished much. 

Q. When you first had knowledge of the fishing here, where was it then ?— - 
A. It was down in Thunder Bay, and out down towards Black Bay. 

Q. Is the fishing getting farther off all the time from here? — ^A. Yes, they must 
get on the new grounds as much as possible. 
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Q. Toa speak of steamboats, &c., driving fish away, that oould only appij to 
one or two localities? — A. Yes, to this bay and to this side of the bay. 

Q. The 4^, 5 and 6 inch mesh is the gili-net mesh yoa speak of is it. Do you 
ase the same twine ? — A. No different for all. 

Q. Is it necessary to use small twine or is it done for economy? — A. Principally 
that and there is a difference in the price of the web of about one-half. 

Q. Are small fish caught by the teeth ? — A. Not to my knowledge. No, I don't 
think so. 

Q. Are there any salmon-trout in quantities brought in weighing 1 to 1^ pounds? 
A. No, the smallest brought in 4 to 5 pounds is the average. 

Q. One of the large fish dealers in Toronto gave evidence to this effect : mature 
salmon-trout come to this market very flabby and usually bruised and not as saleable, 
from Superior, Georgian Bay and a good many from Port- Arthur. Do you know if 
that is true? — ^A. I do not know anything about that. 

Q. You say sometimes trout come in to spawn from the 15th of October to the 
20th of November. Now, how do you notice they come in then? — A. I said that 
trout spawn between the 15th of October and the lOlh of November. That covers 
the spawning time. 

Q. You say they spawn from the 15th October to the 10th of November. Then 
on the 15th October they begin to get in a concentrated form? — ^A. Yes, with white- 
fish. 

Q. How long do they stay here after spawning? — A. There are some fiab all 
the time. A great, many return after spawning to the lake. 

Q. They come into spawn on the bars and pretty close to the shore do they? — 
A. Yes, on the reefs in four or five or six feet of water. 

Q. I suppose the time they would be most concentrated would be after the 20tb 
November, It would be on the return ? — A. Both going and comiug I should say. 

Q. Then j^ou think it likely they would stay in shallow water after it fi-eezes 
up ? — A. No, they would have to go pretty quick from shallow water. 

Q. Do you think it likely they would be in a more concentrated form on the 
return than coming in ? — A. I don't know, I wouldn't say that, I believe they would be 
more concentrated in coming in. 

Q. Salmon-trout are 2^ to 3 cents cleaned, who gels that ? — A. The fishermen. 

Q. Where do they clean the fish ? — A. On their fishing grounds, I believe they 
come into thio dock clean. Sometimes they clean them on the dock. I think the 
bulk are cleaned away. 

Q. Are they gill and pound-net fishermen ? — ^A. Yes, the pound-net fish would 
not be cleaned before coming to the dock and it depends what kind of boat they have. 
Sometimes they clean them coming in. 

Q. What about the offal ?— A. They put the offal in barrels. 

Q. You think it is pretty strictly adhered to ? — A. I do think so. 

Q. What is the usual mesh in pound-nets? — A. 3^ inches. 

Q. Would that catch a two pound fish ? — A. I think so. 

Q. Will it hold a two pound salmon-trout? — A. I think so. I am not a practical 
fifiherman and am not so sure of these things. These practical fishermen will give 
you belter answers than I can in regard to that. 

Q. Do the principal fish go to Duluth ?— A. Yes, I think so. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. In regard to pound-nets, in the pot, the mesh is 3^ inches. They ara larger 
in the hearts and leaders. Do you know the size of the twine used ? Is it all the 
same? — A. I think number 15. 

Q. What about herring, are they of any importance here ? — A. No, I think they 
might be allowed to catch in the fall. They are not caught for gener&l purposes. 

Q. Are herring pretty numerous in the lake? — A. Quite, in the present eloee 
season in November, 

Q. What do they come in for in November ? — ^A. I cannot say, they are not here 
in the summer months, not in any quantity. 
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Q. Are tbey very Dumerous in November ? — A. Tes, we can form no estimate 
why they come? Herring are totally lost sight of, they are not taken account of. 
They don't seem to want them, they are not in general use here ? I think they retail 
about 10 cents a dozen. I don't think tbey salt them, they don't ship them ? I have 
never seem quantities shipped. 



JOHN MALONEY called and sworn :— 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Where is your residence ? — A. Port Arthur. 

Q. Your occupation ? — A. Fisherman. 

Q How long ? — A. Eighteen years. 

Q. Your nationalitv? — A. Canadian. 

Q. What sort of fishing do you carry on ? — A. Pound and gill-nets. 

Q. What is the size of the mesh in your pound-nets ? — ^A. ^hearts, and leaders 
6 inch. 

Q. What is the size of your mesh in the gill-nets? — A. 4} to 6 inches. 

Q. What is the principal kind of fish caught in the pound-nets ? — ^A. Mostly white- 
fish, still I take other fish. 

Q. What time of the year are whitefiàh taken most numerously in the pound 
nets ? — A. June and July. 

Q. When are salmon-trout caught most? — A. In September and October. 

Q. In catching whitefish in Jane and July, do you ever catch any quantity of 
salmon-trout ? — A. Yery few, we sort out every fish. 

Q. How long are the leadei-s of pound-nets ? — A. 50 to 60 rods. 

Q. Where do you set the gill-nets ? In Thunder Bay mostly. In a depth of 
water ? — A. From ten to thirty fathoms. I don't fish gill-nets in summer, I fish them 
in September and October. 

Q. And in these gill-nets what fish do you catch ? — A. At that time of the year 
mostly trout. 

Q. What is the average size of trout in September and October ? — A. About 
10 and 12 pounds, and I catch very few whitefish at that time. 

• Q. When do the whitefish begin to come in? — A. About the 20th and 21st of 
October. 

Q. How long do they seem to remain inside ? Is it until it freezes up ? — A. They 
start to move out from shore about the 10th to 12th of November. 

Q. What do they come in there for? — A. To spawn, I believe. 

Q. You say salmon-trout begin to come in about the 10th September ? — A. Yes. 
about the first part of September and are on and off all the month of September ana 
October, tbey come to spawn I believe. 

Q. What is your view as to their condition when they come in to spawn ? — A. 
In my opinion they are better before the spawning time. 

Q. JDoes that refer to salmon-trout and whitefish alike ? — A. Yes. 

Q. What is the condition after spawning time is over ? — ^A. They are soft and 
fiabby, yet there is no difference made with the dealers. 

Q. What is the price you generally get for your salmon-trout ? — A. Three cents 
this year and the whitefish are the same as the salmon-trout. 

Q. Who do you sell to ? — A. To the Port Arthur Fish Company, the manager 
we sell to is Mr. Brimsen, who also sells some fish for home consumption. 

Q. But they are principally sent to the United States market are they not ? — A. 
I think the whitefish are mostly sent away. 

Q. Some of the salmon-trout are sold here arc they ? — A. Yes, some of both 
kinds are sold here, but the whitefish are principally sent to the United States. 

Q. Do you catch any other kind than salmon-trout ? — A. Some pickerel. 

55 



Digitized by 



Google 



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. lOc.) A. 1893 

Q. What is the usual size of the pickerel?— A. They average about one pound, 
1^ or 2 pounds, these are the yellow pickerel or wall-eyed pike, we have no blue 
pickerel here. 

Q. Do yon catch any maskinongé or bass ? — ^A. Not worth mentioning. 

Q. In your pound-net do you catch many suckers ? Are they numerous ? — ^A. 
Quite a few suckers, we let them go again. 

Q. Are you under the impression thiat 8uckei*s eat the eggs of other fish ? — A. 
I believe that suckers do eat trout eggs. 

Q. Why do you let them go then ? — A. We can't do anything with them. 

Q. Why do the whitefish and salmon come in shore at this time of the year ? — 
A. To spawn. 

Q. Have the fish fallen off in quantities during the last years ? — A. The white- 
fish have to what they were formerly. 

Q. Well, now in what proportion from your own experience could it be? — A. 
I should think about one-forth or one-third. 

Q. What do you attribute this to? — ^A. I think it is on account of fishing too 
much. 

Q. Would that also include fishing with too small mesh nets ? — A. No, I don't 
think so. I think another thing is the close season is not at the right time. 

Q. When is the close season now ? — ^A. From the 1st November to the 30th, that 
is not the right time ; it should be from the 20th of October to the 10th of November. 
It is whitefish we are speaking of now. 

Q. How does this time apply to salmon-trout ? — A. They start to spawn earlier, 
generally about the 20th September they start to spawn, they spawn right along to 
about the 20th October. 

Q. What is the usual size of salmon-trout here? — A. They average f^om 10 to 
12 pounds. 

Q. What is the usual size of whitefish ? — ^A. Average about 2 pounds. 

Q. Is not that pretty small for them ? — A. That is aoout the average size. 

Q. What is the usual size of pickerel? — ^A. From one and a half to two pounds. 

Q. Now with pound-nets with 3^ inch mesh in the pot, how large a fish will 
pass through ? — A. A 2 pounds trout will go through and a whitefish from about 
l^ to 1^ pounds. That is because of the formation of the whitefish being different. 

Q. "is there any difference in the price of a 1 J pound whitefish or a 2 pound 
one ? — ^A. They are all the same price, and a 2 pounds salmon-ti*out as a 10 
pound one, are the same price per pound. 

Q. Don't they designate them as No. 1 or No. 2 fish ? — ^A. No, if not No. 1, they 
throw it out. A No. 1 fish is not according to size, it is if they are fresh. 

Q. Have you Nos. 1, 2, or 3, of fish not fresh ? — A. No, fresh fish only are taken 
by the dealers they must be perfectly fresh and firm. 

Q. Are these from the gill-nets ? — A. No from pound-nets. 

Q. Do you ever find many dead in the pound-net pots ? — A. No, sir, very few 
fish are found dead or in a bad condition in tne pot of the pound-net. 

Q. Is there no distinction between the fish taken in the gill-nets ?— -A . In gill- 
net fish, what won't pass as No. 1, we salt, as there is a company buys them here, it 
is the Port Arthur Fish Company. 

Q. What do you get for these gill-net fish salted ? — ^A. Two and a half cents a 
pound. 

Q. When are the gill-nets- set for salmon-ti-out? — A. About the Ist of September. 

Q. How often do you take the nets up? — A. Three times a week generally. 
That is when the weather lets us. 

Q. Now, if you only take them up twice a week what is the condition of the 
fish ? — A. There are some drowned fish. These drowned fish we salt, and are sold at 
a reduced figure. 

Q. What reduction will there be ? — A. We get 2J cents when salted. 

Q. Are any taken out of the net after four or five days so bad they cannot be 
used ?-— A. There is an odd one, not many, but if the net is out for a week there are a 
lot of bad ones, not fit for use at all and are thrown away; we throw them away on 
shore. We generally throw them away in the bush. 
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Q. What diffbrenoe is there between the two modes of ÛBhing gill-nets and pound- 
neta. Which is the safest for the fishermen and the fisheries? — A. I believe the pound- 
nets. There is no waste in pound-nets and the gill-nets have considerable waste. 

Q. Have you instances here when the nets are out a week of the fish being bad ? 
— A. There would not be more than half bad. The water is pretty cold, but in 
summer about one-half would be bad. 

Q. Are you of the impression there should he a close season for fish ? — A. Tes, 
I believe in a close season and that there should be a hatchery here. 

Q. What do you think about licenses. Are there sufficient number granted in 
this section ? — A. In some parts I believe there is enough. 

Q. Do you think the licenses now issued in your locality are sufficiently numerous ? 
— A. I think there is room for some more. 

Q. How is your license granted ? Is there a limit ? — A. My limit is five miles 
square. 

Q. Does this apply to other fishermen ? — A. Yes, all the same, that is the gill- 
net fishermen. 

Q. On this five miles, how many boats do you use ? — A. It covers one boat with 
my three gangs, generally the three gangs are all in the water at once. 

Q. How do you manage when you take up the net fall offish? — A. We set the 
same nets back again. 

Q. What number of yai-ds or fathoms in three gangs when set? — A. There are 
four boxes to a gang and 400 yards to each box, in all 4,800 yards ; the size 
of twine in trout-nets is No. 25, and I use the same number of gangs for whitefish, 
and this twine is No. 40 to 50. 

Q. Where do you get the twine ? — A. In town here, it is Scotch make and it is 
white when we get it. 

Q. Is the pound-net less injurious than the gill-net ? — A. That is my opinion, 
and this is brought about by the fact that the pound-net does not kill the fish. 

Q. What is the quantity of whitefish you caught last year, in 1892 ? — A. I sup- 
pose about 45 tons of both kinds, but more whitefish. 

Q. Have you formed any opinion about thearti^cial breeding of fish ? — A. Only 
from hearsay. 

Q. In fishing your pound-net do you use any other except the actual pot, or do 
you use some artifice oesides ? — A. The plain pot is set down. I do not use any 
apron or bag to catch fish within the pound. 

Q. Are you under the impression there are two or three kinds of salmon-trout 
in this lake? — A. There is two or three different kinds. 

Q. What do you call one kind? — A. The salmon or red trout, and they average 
about 12 to 15 pounds. 

Q. What is the next kind ? — ^A. The lake trout, they average from 5 to 6 pounds. 

Q. What is the third kind ? — A. The deep-water fish, half-breeds, they will 
average about 3 pounds. 

Q. Are you of the impression that these deep-water fish or half-breeds are large 
enough to produce their young by laying spawn ? — ^A. I think so, all these of the 
above size are capable of spawning. 

Q. How much smaller than these would have no spawn in them ? — ^A. I cannot 
say. I have seen some about three pound weight of lake trout with spawn in them, 
but not prepared to give a positive statement. 

Q. Are there more kinds than one of whitefish ? — ^A. No, only a difference in 
their size. 

Q. Do the deep-water trout or half-breeds ever come on shore to spawn ? — ^A. I 
have never caught them on shore like the larger fish, the large ones come on shore 
only to spawn. 

Q. Then, you think there are not two different kinds of whitefish ? — A. I don't 
think so. 

By Mr. Sarris: 

Q. Have yon ever gilled any fish in the pots of your pound nets? — A. Very 
few whitefish, of about one and a half to one and three-quarter pounds. 

57 



Digitized by 



Google 



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No, 10c.) A. 1893 

Q. How, often do you lift your net? — A. Twice a week. 

Q. What size mesh in the pot of a poand-net would gill a three pound white- 
fish ? — A. About three and three-quartera mesh I should think. 

Q. Now, for the gill-nets what is the largest mesh you should use profitably for 
whitiOfish ? — A. Four and three-quarters inch mesh. 

Q. If you used a five inch mesh what sized fish would go through ? — ^A. Most of 
the two pound whitefish would escape. 

Q. Did you ever fish with a five inch extension mesh? — ^A. Tes, but it did not 
pay, it is not suitable for these waters, four and three quarters is the largest used 
for catching whitefish, a five inch mesh loses most of ^he fish. 

Q. Have you a tug ? — A. Yes, and I am a practical fisherman, and in December 
I fish gill-nets all with my tug. 

Q. Do you ever catch rough or coarse fish? — ^A. Very few. Also a few 
sturgeon, I use nine pound-nets. 

Q. What does the sturgeon catch amount to ? Have any of you caught 200 at 
a lift ? — A. It would be a good one. 

Q. From Pigeon River to Otter Head, Mich ipico ten, the retunis say there are 
31,000 sturgeon caught. Where principally ? — A. Nepigon Bay, I think, is the best 
sturgeon locality. Black Bay, has quite a number of sturgeon. 

Q. Do you catch sturgeon any months besides June and July ? — A. There i§ 
sturgeon in the spring in Black Bay from the middle of May to the first of July, 
then it is over. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 
Q. Why are the sturgeon, there at that time ? — A. I understand they go there 
to spawn. 

By Mr. Barris : 
Q. Do you make caviare ? — A. No. 

Q. Has fishing been as good here this year as last ? — A. No, sir. 
Q. Was it as good last year as the year before ? — A. No, it has fallen off since, 
for most kinds, but not much difference in trout. 

By Mr. Wilmot: 

Q. Do you fish with nine pound-nets. What license fee do you pay ? — A. Ye«, 
and pay $50 for each. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. Don't you catch bass on this bay ? — A. Not at all, we catch some mullet^ 
in the pound-nets. 

Q. Are there no bays or marshes between Pigeon Biver and Michipicoten where 
rough fish could be caught? — A. There is some. But the bays are not large enough 
for any quantity to be had, for commercial purposes. 

Q. Are there any catfish here ? — A. An odd one. 

Q. How about bullheads ? Do you get any of them ? — A. No. 

Q. How big is the catfish ? — A. About 6 or 8 pounds with a large head. 

Q. Has he a square end to his tail or is it forked? — ^A. I don't know. Mr. 
Wilmot here informed the meeting that the fish known as the channel cat is not 
the same as the " bullhead " or **mudpout," — the former grow to a large size, 
sometimes 40 to 50 pounds and frequent the deeper water, the latter never exceed i 
pound when dressed and live in shallow marshy places. 

Q. Has there ever been licenses for fishing with a hoop-net here ? — A. No. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 
Q. Do you know what a hoop-net is ? — A. I have seen a number of them. 

By Mr. Harris : 
Q. What is the farthest point that fishermen go from here? Do they go as nr 
as eighty miles? — A. No, about seventy miles. 

58 



Digitized by 



Google 



Ontario Fishery Commission, 

Q. Do they go farther off every year as fish get scarcer ? I mean gill-Dct men 
of course? — A. No. 

Q. Are the fisheries which are close at hand pretty well fished oat? — A. These 
grounds right here by Port Arthur are about as good as any, and they have always 
been fished on for whitefish. 

. By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Pretty well fished out here, are they? — A. There is not as many as there 
was. 

By Mr, Harris : 

Q. Do you hear of small or immature whitefish or trout brought to this market ? 
— ^A. Very few. The most nnmei*oup would be whitefish. 

Q. Do you know any beaches or localities where whitefish frequent in the 
summer months? — A. No, but I know there is one place in the mouth of Black Bay 
where they do come and some come into this bay in the spring. 

By Mr. Marks : 

Q. In speaking of the distance you go out, I think you misunderstood Mr. 
Harris. How far out do you go in the lake ? — A. Not more than two miles. We 
can't fish near Isle Boyal, ihe water is too deep. 

Q. In speaking of the bize of whitefish passing through the mesh, what size 
whitefish are marketable? — A. About one and three-quarter pounds. 

Q. How do you throw them away ? — A. In the water. A 2 pound trout will 
go through a 3^ inch mesh in the pot of a pound-net. 

Q. Do you catch small fish in pound-nets? — A, What are caught are caught in 
pound-nets, not in gill-nets. 

Q. Do you ever get brook-trout in your pound-nets here ? — ^A. Sometimes, and 
these generally follow the shore, we catch an odd one when we fish for shoal-trout 
in the gilUnets. 

Q. What about hatcheries? — A. From what 1 have heard, I think it would be 

food, and I think this is a good place. The feeding ground is good and other things, 
'here is so many suckers who eat the whitefish spawn. I think it would be a first 
rate bay. 

The meeting was then adjourned till the following day. 

The Commission was declared open at ten o'clock this 25th day of October, 
according to previous adjournment. 



HENBY SERVAIS was called and sworn :— 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Your residence? — A. Port Arthur. 

Q. Your occupation ? — A. Fisherman. 

Q. How long ? — ^A. Nineteen years. 

Q. Where fishing? — A. Black Bay principally and Thunder Bay. 

Q. What kind of fishing are you engaged in ? — A. Pound-nets in the summer 
season, gill-nets in the fall. 

Q. What kind of fish do you principally catch? — A. Whitefish, trout, pickerel^ 
and sturgeon. 

Q. What size mesh do you use in the pot? — A. 2^ inch, and hearts and leaders 
six inch. 

Q. And in the gill-net? — ^A. I havd been accustomed to use 0, 1 have used 4f 
the last couple of years, have done very little, and for trout-net 6 inches for 4 weeks 
in the fall. 
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Q. At what time do you catch trout principally ? — A. From the 15th September 
to let of November. 

Q. Do you not oatoh them any other time of the year? — ^A. No, not in those 
nets. We catch them before then in pound-nets. 

Q. These are the large trout are they ? — A. Yes, sir, they run from ten to twelve 
pounds, at least there is a couple of schools of different trout/The black trout are a 
little smaller and what we call the large is the red trout, they come on and spawn 
late in October. 

Q. Then there are two or three kinds of salmon-trout ai*e there ? — A. Yes, four 
or five. 

Q. Well, how do you distinguish them ? — A. The red trout by the red fins. 
They come on in the fall, about the 20th of October to the 1st ot November. The 
black trout comes on about the 15th. 

Q. And the salmon-trout come on when ? — A. There are three runs of trout 
comes on between the 15th or 20th September to Ihe 1st November. 

Q. The salmon-trout ai*e the rock trout or black trout are they ? — A. Yes, and 
come on from the 15th September to the Ist November. 

Q. What other kind have you ? — A. The small lake trout caught in the summer 
time and they don't come on in the fall. 

Q. What size are they ? — A. From 2 to 4 pounds, average 2J to 3. They are 
caught in pound-nets, far out in deep-water, from 20 or 30 feet. We never fish for 
them in the fall as we fish with 6 inches mesh, then they would not be caught in 
that net. There is the '* puncher trout " caught in the fall. 

Q. What is their character? — A. They seem to be a cross between the siskiwit 
and the red trout. They are fatter than any other except the siskiwit. Thy are 
from 3 to 5 pounds I should judge. They are only caught in deep-water about 50 
* fathoms, some times in 30 fathoms. 

Q. Do you get many of these fish ? — ^A. Not many persons fish for them. They 
are not a good marketable fish. They only sell when good fish are scarce. 

Q. Can you give any reason for this? — A. It is on account of being too fat. 
The siskiwit we can't sell at all. 

Q. Well, when do you get whitefish most? — A. In June and July, with pound- 
nets along the .shores of Thunder Bay and Black Bay, all caught in pound-nets. 
There is no gill-nets put down in the summer months. They are also caught in 
December and winter fishing in gill-nets. 

Q. What is the usual size^of your whitefish? — A. I should judge they average 
2 pounds, but not more than that. 

Q. With what size gill-net do you get the whitefish? — A. 4f, some with 5 
inches but very few. It don't seem to cat^h them as well. The size of twine is from 
No. 45 to 50 for whitefish. 

Q. At the same lime you have gill-nets fishing for whitefish do you have a 
salmon-trout 6 inch mesh? — A. We do not have them fishing at the same time. 

Q. -Don't you catch some in the fall of the year along with whitefish? — ^A. 
Yes, in December, and these are caught in 4^ and 5 inch mesh. 

Q. Do you catch salmon-trout at the same time? — ^A. Very few. They don't 
come in here much except around Thunder Cape. 

Q. What kind are the trout, that is the few you do catch ? — A. Some seem to be 
the deep-water fish, which we get before the close of the season. 

Q. Where do you generally sell your fish ? — A. To the Port Arthur Pish Com- 
pany. Last year I sold through Canada. I shipped myself. 

Q. Now, you spoke about these trout coming on shore at certain dates. Now, 
what do these whitefish and salmon-trout come on in the fall for? — ^A. They come 
to spawn, but I don't think that when the trout come on at first they spawn. They 
come on and go back. I don't think they settle down to spawn until the first of 
October. Whitefish come on in Thunder Bay from the 20tn to the 25th October, 
and are engaged in spawning till about the 10th or 12th November. That is the 
bulk of them. 
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Q. Do none spawn later do you think? — A. Well, I was aathorized by the over- 
seer some year ago to set a net on the 16th November and I caught 600 pounds, all 
were through spawning. The overseer was to send same fish to the department. 
They were all through spawning. The only spawn in them was what they had 
eaten. 

Q. What kind of spawn was that? — A. It seemed to be small like herring 
spawn, I should judge, but can't tell whether it was herring or whitefish spawn. 
There was two dozen brought here to be sent to the department at that time. 

Q. Now do you say that the spawn or other stuff you found in these fish at that 
time was in their stomach ? — A. Yes. 

Q. Where the eggs perfect? — A. No. I found it in their stomach. It was not 
as natural as beiore they spawn. It seemed to be mixed up with gravel and spawn. 

Q. What size was the gravel? Was it the size of the spawn ? — A. Well it might 
be fine or large. There was not as much gravel as spawn. I did not dress the ones 
I brought here. The overseer saw them. I was authorized to set these nets. It 
was about 7 or 8 years ago. It was 6 years ago. 

Q. When do salmon-trout come on to spawn ? — A. Well, they begin coming on 
from the 15th to the 20th September. But they don't remain on shore. They go 
out again and them come in again. If there is a big storm it will drive them away 
longer. I think they spawn from the 1st to the 10th October, and the bulk of them 
at the end of October. 

Q. Do these fish leave the shore then? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. On what kind of ground do they spawn ? — ^A. Shoals, rock and pebbles. 

Q. Have you honey-comb rock here ? — A. A little. 

Q. Generally about what depth is the spawning ground.— >A. From 2 fathoms to 
10 and 15. 

Q. From 10 to 15 fathoms ? — A. Yes, sir. Is not that pretty deep for spawning 
purposes ? Sometimes you get them in 25 fathoms. 

Q. Where do whitefish spawn, is it on the same kind of ground as trout ? — A. 
No, sir, they spawn mostly in sandy bottoms. 

- Q. On reefs and places of that kind 7 — A. Yes, if sandy and fine gravel. Sand 
and mud bottom is the principal kind. 

Q. What depth of water ?— A. They start in about 2 fathoms. From 2 to 10 
and 15 I should say. 

Q. And they come about when ? — ^A. 20th or 22nd of October. 

Q. How long are they engaired in this work ? — A. I think about twenty days. 

Q. Do they remain on the spawning ground about 20 days? — ^A. Yes, sir. Of 
course they may spai^n earlier and some later. That is about the right time. They 
are never very much earlier or later than that around Thunder Bay. 

Q. Now, what about your pickerel, are they caught in pound-nets or gill-nets ? — 
A. In pound-nets as a rule, and August is the principal month. 

Q. Where are they caught? — We catch them right along, but the principal 
months is June, July and August, in Black Bay. 

Q. On what sort of ground do you catch then ? — ^A. On muddy bottom, in Black 
Bay, Nepigon Bay, and all those places. 

Q. when do they spawn ? — A. Well, they seem to go up in the spring and don't 
come back till August. 

Q. What size are the pickerel ? — A. Well, I should think about 1| pounds. They 
are the yellow or doré ? 

Q. Have you any blue pickerel here? — A. No, sir, I have never heai*d of them. 
Although what I catch resembles what Mr. Harris was telling me about yesterday. 

Q. Is it when dressed ? They average If pounds ? — A. Well, the pickerel I get 
don't average more than that not dressed. But there is different sizes. In Thunder 
Bay they average 3 or 4 pounds and in Nepigon Bay. 

Q. Do you never get them weighing 10, 12 and 15 pounds ? — A. I have never 
seen them. 

Q. What is the value of pickerel ? — A. 2J to 2f cents. 

Q. Do you calculate } and f cents among your fishermen ?— A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Do yon get any speoked-troat at all iu your nets ? — A. I think I got one this 
year, bat not worth mentioning. 

Q. Now how long have you been fishing, how many years ? — A. Nineteen years. 

Q. What is your impression as to the number of fish you get now and when 
you commenced ? — A. 1 fish with more nets now than formerly. 

Q. What is the position of them now to what they were years ago ? Have they 
fallen of? — A. Yes, except the big trout. The medium trout and whitefish have 
fallen off one-third. I have a man getting the big trout, who has caught as many 
AS he did years ago. 

Q. Well, now with what quantity of net do you fish to catch. This refers to the 
same kinds of fish that have fallen off so much ? — A. Weil, between me and my 
brother we have eleven pound-nets between two of us. 

Q. Well, these are tne ones that you fish with now, what about ten or fourteen 
jeare ago? — A. Well, I had seven years ago, gill-nets particularly. 

Q. What is the difference between the quantity or nets now and long ago ? — A. 
There was no pound-nets used then. Only a few Americans used them. 

Q. Suppose you used pound-nets ten years ago when you commenced fishing, 
same as you do now, what would be the quantity of fish as compared with now ? — 
A. Well, I don't believe there would be very much difference. 

Q. How do you come to that conclusion ? — A. Well, I have my ideas. 

Q. You say the fish are one-third scarcer now than then; what is the reason? 
You fish with pound-nets ? — A. We catch more fish with pound-nets. 

Q. Now if you had eleven pound-nets then the falling off would be greater now ? 
— A. Yes. But I don't think pound-nets are good for fall fishing. 

Q. What is the cause of the falling of? — ^A. I suppose through fish caught out 
of season a little, and a few veai*s ago there was a lot of foreigners allowed here who 
monopolized the county with gill-nets and left the fish offal on the ice and in summer 
threw it off their boats. I don't think it has been done of late years though. The 
nets were lefb in the water that were never lifled. They had more than they could 
run. They bought them and couldn't pay for them. They bought them from Mr. 
Marks here, and the fish offal was left m stacks. 

Q. Then you think it was a wanton destruction offish at that time? — A. Yes, 
«ir, and in late years there was a considerable lot of suckers. If we caught a lot 
of suckers we pitched them overboard. Of course they were alive, but some may 
have been dead too. I was no better than the rest of them. 

Q. Who do you call the foreigners? — A. Principally Finlanders. 

Q. Where do they come from, direct here? — A. Some had been around the 
States for a number of years. When they got fished out there they came away here. 

Q. I suppose all the rest of you sat looking on and ne ver said a word? — ^A. Yes, 
there was quite a bad set of them. 

fîîTl Q» This improper fishing brought this about? — A. Yes, sir, and the quantities 
<2aught in close season would decrease the fish ; every thing helps. 

By Mr. Marks : 

Q. What year did they do that ? — A. Five years ago, I think. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. This excessive fishing was when do you say? — A. About six or seven years 
ago. 

Q. What is your idea with regard to the quality of fish. Are they in as good 
<^ondition in spawning season as at any othor time ? — A. Well, just before they are 
spawning they seem to be quite firm and hard. After spawning there is very little 
difference that I can tell, unless fish getter lighter in weight. 

Q. But the quality of the fish, is it in a good condition to eat when spawning ? 
— A. I can't say. 

Q. Generally speaking, do yon think fish should be taken when spawning as at 
any other time ? — A. I think they would be as good eating as at any other Ume. 
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Q. When then are they not good ? — A. Well, of course when they ai'e spawning. 

Q. You said before spawning they were good. When are they not good ? — A. 
I didn't Bay any time they were not good, I don't know when they are better at one 
time than other. They sell for the same price anyway. 

Q. Now with regard to licenses^ do you think the around is sufficiently fished 
here, or would it admit of more licenses ? — A. I don't think in my neighbourhood it 
would allow of any more fishing being done. 

Q. What do you call your section ? — ^A. Ten miles. Five miles each for myself 
and my brother. Twenty-five miles square. 

Q. Do you think it best to fix each licensed ground on limits for fishing ? — A. 
I think for gill-nets let them go freely wherever they choose. Pound-nets is a little 
different. 

Q. Pound-nets should be limited as to their station you think 7 — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Which description of net do you think is roost destructive in catching fish. 
Which of the two nets does the greatest amount of injury to the fish ? — A. I think 
gill-nets do most harm : If the pound-net meshes are not too small they are best. 

Q. Why ? — A. Because there is many a gill-net left in the water and lost. The 
fishermen can't find them, with the rotten fish in them. 

Q. Do the fish die and becomes lost with the net ? — A. Yes, sir. I also think it 
would scare other fish away. 

Q. How long do you think fish remain sound in gill-nets? — ^A. It depends on 
the time of season, in the fall longer than in the summer. 

Q. Do you think the water is colder now than a month ago ? — A. Not now, but 
it is in December. 

Q. Do you think it changes in December from now ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What difierence in temperature in 50 or 60 fathoms than in summer ? — A. 
We don't catch in 50 fathoms. We generally fish in 3 to 10 and 15 fathoms. We 
•can't go down here any distance. We get nothing but siskiwit and they are not 
saleable. 

Q. Pound-nets preserve the fish and keeps them alive ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Now, is there any difiBrence in the value of fish caught in gill and pound- 
nets ? — A. No, sir, there should be, for those in pound-nets are always fresher, always 
^live as a rule. 

Q. Are gill-net fish invariably dead ? — A. Well, in the fall of the year after a 
storm, if the nets is left too long there is some dead. 

Q. Where are your gill-net fish usually caught? By the gill or shoulder ? Which 
çrincipallv ? — A. Well, trout get caught by the teeth. 

Q. What quantity of fish did you get last year ? — ^A. 60 tons, which includes 
whitefish and salmon-trout, and it includes sturgeon and pickerel also. 

Q. Can you give us an idea of the proportionate dinerence in the quantity of 
whitefish and salmon-trout? — A. Yes, sir, the whitefish are about one-thinl and the 
•balance will be of the other fish. 

Q. Then your greatest catch is the whitefish ? — A. Yes, sir, of course we get 
-more trout, pickerel and sturgeon combined than whitefish, but we got more white- 
^sh than any of the others singly. 

Q. What proportion of sturgeon do you get ? — A. I forget exactly, about 6 or 7 
tons. 

Q. Do you catch sturgeon in the pound-nets ? — A. We always get them in that 
-way. 

Q. Now what is the usual size of sturgeon ? — A. From 20 to 40 pounds or 60, 
the average about 40 pounds. 

Q. Well, do you take all sturgeon, little and big ? — A. Well, the smallest ones 
we get are about 15 pounds, the smaller sturgeon, we don't get thom. Only rock 
sturgeon, there might be one or two of those we lift. The smallest run about 10 
pounds. 

Q. Do yon make use of the eggs of the sturgeon ? — A. We did a few years ago. 
-Sturgeon we sell by the pound and get one and a half to two cents cleaned. 

Q. What do yon mean by cleaned, do you cut the heads and tails off? — A. Yes, 
sir, a 40 pound sturgeon when cleaned will go about 30 pounds. Sturgeons are not 
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as plentiful as they used to be, I guess tx>o many have been caught where I fish. 
There is other places where they are more plentiful. 

Q. Have you any idea when the sturgeon spawn ?t-A. I think they spawn in 
the spring. 1 guess the latter part of April or May, I would not say they spawned 
all the year round, but there is spawn in them always. 

Q. When have you found the ^gs ripe in sturgeon ? You know what I mean by 
ripe ? That is Rcparated free to run from the body ? — A. Well, where I have been 
accustomed to fish, the fish are through spawning when they come there. They go 
into these bays before I set my nets and have very little spawn in them. That is 
the only chance I have of getting pickerel and sturgeon after they have spawned. 

Q. When do you catch them ? — A. Principally in August. But we catch them 
in June, July and August. 

Q. Then the sturgeon all spaw'n before that time ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Is there no traffic in selling e^gs for caviare here ? — A. No, sir, very little. 
It has been done a few years ago. Wo never use the eggs for caviare, not in large 
quantities. Probably a few hundred pounds of eggs manufactured. I don't think 
they could get sturgeon enough here to make it pay. 

Q. You say they left and went where ? — A. I think they went to the Liike of 
the Woods. I heard so. 

Q. Did I ask you whether there should be close seasons for fish, what is your 
idea ? — A. I think so. For the preservation of the fish, but not for my own inter- 
est. That is if we have got to have it. It is hard when the Yankees fish alongside, 
but my idea is that close season should be established. 

Q. Do you think there should be a regulation as to the size of the mesh ? — A 
Yes, sir, in certain places, but not all alike ; because of the suckers, but I am speak- 
ing from my own standpoint as formerly. 

Q. What about herrings, are they numerous here ? — ^A. Yes, sir, thoosands. 
millions and billions; their usual size, I should judge, is about ^ pound, or I don't 
think they would average that, about three to the pound. 

Q. Are they caught in quantities? — A. No, sir, there are a few who fish for 
them in the close season of November, because they cannot aiford to be idle. Bat 
there are very few people who fish for them any way. 

Q. Do you know when they spawn ? — ^A. I think they spawn in the latter end 
of November and in December. 

Q. Don't you think they deserve attention as well as other fish to have them 

Î)reserved in the future? — A. I think herring will become valuable, and I would not 
ike to see the fish cleaned out. There is a decrease from year to year. 

Q. As your pound-net pot is 3^ inch mesh, what size whitefish will pass through 
that? — A. 1 think a 2 pound whitefish can work through it. Of course they 
work themselves through, but If pound fish would get through without hurting 
himself. A big whitefish will work through a pretty tight mesh sometimes; a 2^ 
pound trout will run through a 3^ inch mesh ; a trout will go through easier than 
whitefish. 

Q. As your srill-net mesh is 4f or 5 inch, now what size whitefish will get 
through it? — A. Well, I suppose a If or 2 pound whitefish will get through a 4| 
gill mesh. But they never go through freely. A gill-net catches smaller fish than 
pound-nets, because it catches a herring and a pound-net won't. 

Q. What size fish will escape and pass through a gill-net of 5 inch? — ^A. Well, 
I should say 2 pounds, that is if they were not tangled up. 

Q. With regard to salmon-trout will that apply in the same way? — ^A. Well, 
trout are often caught by the teeth. 

Q. Your gill-net is set, and it is a 5 inch mesh and No. 50 twine, what sise fisb 
would pass through as a rule? — A. Well, I think about a 3 pound trout will pass 
through a 5 inch net, yes or 2J anyway. Of course it depends if the net is newly 
set and tanned it would keep smaller fish from going through. 

Q. Well, if you buy a 5 inch net, does it change when you set it ? — A. I 
think so. 
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Q When you talk of setting a 3} pound net mesh what is its size when you 
buy it ? — A. It comes tarred. 

Q. Is that the usual practice ? — A. I have done it for three years. 

Q. When you buy a 3} inch mesh— -pound-pot — and when it comes to you, you 
say it is taiTcd, ready for ihe water. Now will it measure 3} then ? — A. Yes. 

Q. But if not tarred what will it measure ? — A. If not tarred it will be stretched 
a little more, you can get it 4 inches, but when treated you can't stretch it. If green, 
that is not tarred, the fish will stretch it. 

Q. Yes, but there is a trade in selling nets, and the fishermen engage to buy, 
and the Government establish a size. When the G-overnment say you must use 3^ 
inch mesh for pound-nets what do you mean by that ? — A. That is not the way we 
order it. If the net has been used for a year and thrown on land, it shrinks up. 
There is no difference scarcely. 

Q. But if the Government say 3^ and yoii buy a net would it mean 3^ tarred, 
or green and untarred ? — A. I would expect it 3^ tarred. 

Q. One-eighth of an inch will make a good deal of difference, will it not? — A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. If you bought it 3^ green and tarred it yourself, what difference would there 
be ? — A. Well, I don't think it would be very different. When green the fish would 
get through it, it would nhrink on land but not in the water. It shrinks a little in 
the water by getting tarred up. 

By Mr. Harm : 

Q. Does cotton twine shrink more than linen ? — A. I have never known gill- 
nets to shrink. 

Q. Does your idea indicate that it shrinks the mesh when tarred ? — A. No, sir, 
we have different ways of tarring nets. 

Q. When do you give them the second tarring ? — A. We never tar but once. 

By Mr, Wilmot: 

Q. We know in Georgian Bay and Lake Huron the fishermen say there 
should be a difference in tarred and green. It should be of such a size as not to be 
less with the original intention. But if you buy a 3} inch net it won't stand 3^ 
when fishing? — A. Well, I get them tarred and every ihinc. 

Q. Well, if a regulation was passed that a net shall be 3^ inch mesh it meant 
3^ inch mesh full in the water fishing. Now, we all know 3J pound-net will 
decrease i of an inch when pat in the water. Won't this make a wonderful differ- 
ence in the catch and size of the fish? — A. Well, I don't think the difference is very 
much. It might be as you say ^, but they are always big enough for me. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. You said you had some seines ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Where do you think the principal spawning grounds are in this district for 
whitefish ? — A. I think it is all along among these islands from Pigeon Biver down 
to Jackfish Bay. 

Q. Where for trout ? — A. On the outside of these islands ; a different bottom. 

Q. Then the two fish don't take the same localities ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. What class of net do you think most destructive to the smaller fish? — A. 
Well, I dare say the pound-net if the mesh were not big enough. At one time here 
the mesh was not more than 2^ inches. Some Americans used them, I think a good 
many small fish were destroyed by them. 

Q. How long ago ? — A. Up to six or seven years ago, and there might be some 
since, but I am not sure it is, the pot does the damage, but if you have small tackle, 
it will do damage as well as the pot. 

Q. About six or seven yeai*s ago, do you think many small or immature fish 
have been caught here? — A. I guess there has been some but not in quantities. 
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By Mr. Marks : 

Q. l>on*t you ever get fish not marketable ? — A. Not many. I have often lifted 
my net having small fish in it. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. What effect would it have on you, if the pot was established at 4 inch ? — A. 
It would stop my fishing I think. I would not fish where I am, because I could not 
catch enough fish. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. Are not licenses issued in this district from Pigeon Eiver to Michipicoten, 
to Georgian Bay fishermen ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Where is their home ? — A. Port Caldwell, Peninsula Harbour, Jackfish Bay. 

Q. Do they reside on the Georgian Bay or Lake Huron? — A. No, they remde 
here, but have fished down there. Some from Goderich. They live on Lake Supe- 
rior now. 

Q. Did they fish out their own waters and then come up here ? — A. Yes, it 
looks like it. 

Q. You have eleven pound-nets, have you ? — A. Yes, between me and my 
brother. 

Q. Have you a tug? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. What do you get for salmon-trout and whitefish ? — A. 2f to 3 cenis cleaned. 

Q. Do you collect, clean, and deliver for this price? — A. Yes, sir. That is the 
price of all fish here. 

Q. Have you a pound-net scow for driving stakes ? — ^A. Yes, sir. 

Q. How many pound-nets have you got in the water now of these eleven ? — A. 
There is now two and probably none at all. 

Q. When did you begin to take them out? — ^A. Eight days ago. 

Q. Why do you do that ? — A. We want them out for the first of November. 

Q. Why by the Ist November? — A. It is the close season, we are not allowed 
to have them in the water. 

Q. Is it necessary to begin to take tham out eight days ago ? — A. Well, I have 
only two men. 

Q. Are you compelled to have your nets out by the 1st November ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would you like to fish up to the Ist November? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. But you cannot if you take the net:* out ? — A. I can't tAke all out in one day. 

Q. You can lay down the tunnel, can't you ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Would that damage the pot ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do you claim the order forces you to take up before 1st November? — A. 
Well, the order and the ice force me. 

Q. Has the ice most to do with it? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. Are you frightened out by the weather? — A. Yes, sir. Each of my pound- 
nets is set out from a ])oint, and inside this point there is a bay, and generally along 
about the 1st November or the 25th October we get ice. This goes through my net 
and cuts it. 

Q. If there was no close season in Movember, would you begin to take nets out ? 
— A. No, 1 would sink them. 

Q. Would 4^inch mesh answer in your pound-nets ? — ^A. No, I would catch 
perhaps a few sturgeon, and J of the big trout. 

Q. What size whitefish go through that 4^inch mesh? — A. About 4 pounds ; 
3i any way. 

Q. Would they squeeze through ? — A. I think so ; especially if green or 
untarred. 

Q. That is caused by the resistance of twine? — A. Yes, sir, they can work out. 

Q. Are pound-nets fastened down by a pully, and set firm in the water, so the 
fish can squeeze through better ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. And would they not with gill-nets of the same mesh ? — A. Yes, sir. 
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Q. Then, you oan work with a 4-iDch mesh ? — ^A. I don't think I would try it. 
I have seen it tried and they were glad to pull it out. It don't catch enough to pay 
the license. 

Q. Would you be content to fish 5-inch mesh in gill-nets? — A. I would not be 
unless I had to. We might fish 5-inch, but 4^, 4f are the best nets to fish with here. 

Q. Have you ever seen any considerable take of small whitefish? — A. No, sir, 
there might have been one or two mixed up« 

Q. How many have you on your tug when in fishing trim ? — ^A. Generally four 
or five, it depends on the fishing. Some time, if calm two, some times three if rough. 

Q. Well, about as near as I can make out 2^ cents apound is the average that 
you get for all your fish ? — A. We get more than that. We get 3 cents average all 
round, and 3^ in the winter 

Q. What is the value of your tug ?— A. $5,000. 

Q. Does fishing just about pays you and no more ? — A. Well, it does not pay 
much this year. 

Q. How much do you get ? — A. I can't say. I got last year about 60 tons, this 
year not as many, it has fallen off. 

Q. Could you attend to more pound-nets with that tug ? — A. I have not had a 
tug attending to them. I have had my tug freighting. 

Q. Then you are not collecting your own fish for that price ? — A. Not myself. 
But that is the price I get. I pay freight. 

Q. So you get an average of 3 cents delivered at the Company's dock Delivered 
here at the dock ? — A. Yes, sir. 

Q. I thought the Company's tug collects that ? — A. We allow ^ cents. /This 
year I have had my fish freighted, but I got some other work for my tug. 

Q. So the Fish Company have the tug boats in use you had formely ? — A. One 
of them. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Besides the pound-nets, are there any trap-nets here, or are there nets used 
similar to pound-nets and anchored out without stakes? — ^A. No, sir. 

Q. Then you are not aware of trap-nets being used ? — ^A. No, sir. 

Q. You say you have eleven pound-nets between you and a tug and boats and 
all machinery adapted for catching fish ? — ^A. Yes. 

Q. Are you the exclusive owner ? — ^A. No, sir, owned by my brother and myself. 

Q. Is there no lien on the part of any company ? — A. No, sir, we are independent 
of any company. 

Q. And do you enter into a contract with the Port Ai*thur Fish Company that 
you shall deliver to them all fish caught dunng the season ? — A. Yes, sir, we must 
.sell to the Company. 

Q. Is that the arrangement with the rest of the fishermen ? — A. Some of 
them. 

Q. You make a contract in the beginning of the season with the Port Arthur 
Fish Company, that all the fish caught shall be given to them, and you will get so 
much ? — A. Yes, sir, and they must take them, they don't refuse at any time, we 
don't salt any fish at all, no more than for our own use. 

Q. Are there any fish styled as No. 2 salted by the Company ? — ^A. No, sir. I 
probably salt a couple of packages myself. 

Q. Are you aware that the Company salt No. 2 fish at all ? — A. No, sir. I am 
aware thev do salt fish to sell at a distance. 

Q. What condition will they be in, to ship ? — A. They ought to make pretty 
^ood fish out of some of them. 

Q. Have you ever had any conversation with the Port Arthur Fish Company in 
regard to reduction of duty ? — A. No, sir, I did not know whether they paid duty or 
not. 

Q. Were you aware they had to pay duty? — ^A. I always thought they had to 
pay. But we are not supposed to know ; if Booth buys from this Company and has 
to pay duty, it is nothing out of our pocket. 
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Q. Then there is nothing said about duty at all to you ? — A. No, we have 
nothing to do with duty. 

Q. Have the Company told yon they must give yon less because of the fish 
going to the States ? — ^A. Yes, sir. On account of duty we get less price for our fish. 
Sometimes we strike for higher prices as at this time, and if the duty was paid by 
us there was nothing made out of them. 

Q. If you ship direct from here would you have to pay doty off cents ? — ^A. Yes. 
But when we sell to this Company we don't pay duty, at least we don't know if 
they take it from us or not, but when I shipped on my own hook I had to pay this 
duty. 

Q. Do you know whether directly or indirectly that the Company get their 
fish in free of duty? — ^A. I don't know how they do it, but our fishermen say hai-d 
things. When they can't sell their fish without duty, and these men can do it, well 
we think it unfair towards Canadians. 

By Mr. Harris: 

Q. You and your brother fish together ? — A. Yes, and I do the financial busi- 
ness and pay $50 each for our pound-nets. 

Q. Does nobody advance the money ? — A. Sometimes we borrow it just where 
we can get it. It has been advanced by the Company sometimes. I would not be 
sure there is no underatanding now that they should avance money every year ? the 
Company does not pay the licenses for us and never did. 



B. J. NUTTALL called and sworn :— 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. Your residence? — ^A. Port Arthur. 

Q. What is your calling ? — ^A. Fisherman. 

Q. How long engaged in that work ? — A. Eleven years. 

Q. What description of fishing are you engaged in ? — ^A. Whitefish and trout. 

Q. Where have you principally fished ? — ^A. Mostly in Thunder Bay. 

Q. Have you any particular section laid out ? — A. Yes, I have leases in the bay, 
three in the bay, we get the boat leases from the Fishery Overseer, the section is 
about five miles. I am one of a party of three or four. A whole section is not given 
to each. 

Q. What sort of nets do you use ? — A. Pound-nets and gill-nets. Pounds in 
summer and gill in the fall and winter season. 

Q. What is the size of the mesh in the pound-nets? — ^A. Mine ia 3 and 3^ and I 
have some that is 4 inches. 

Q. That is a diflferent size from your neighbours' pound-nets ? — ^A. Well, there 
was a great talk of getting big mesh and I got it and tried it and never got enough 
fish to make it pay. I have l^en using 3 and 3f and 4-inch, the 4-inch is proven to 
be useless. 

Q. Did you catch any fish with it ? — A. Well I caught big ones, big whitefish 
and big salmon. 

Q. And you think a 4-inch mesh too large for pound-nets ? — ^A. Yes, I don't 
want any more, ^ of an inch makes a big difference in a pound-net mesh ; 3 and 3| 
mesh is too large. 

Q. Why did you start 8f mesh ? — ^A. I was a new beginner of pound-nets and 
the fishery overseer recommended that size, and I did not want to get a net I would 
have to throw away. 

Q. Do you catch very fair quantity in 3| mesh ? — A. Yes, sir, out where there 
is no small fishing. Away out in the lake, not in the bay. Of course, outside, the nets 
can stand being bigger. 
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Q. Well, what about gill-nets? — A. I have used nothing under 4|. I don't use 
that in the same locality, I use that in the bay, that is Thunder Bay. I hardly ever 
set gill-nets outside the bay. 

Q. What time of the year do you use the 4|<-inch mesh ? — A. In December, 
January and February, not in September and October. I catch whitefish, but no 
trout caught then, perhaps a few. The whitefish are all large ; the usual size in 
December and January we can count they will average about 2^ clean, unoleaned they 
will be 3 pounds I should say. There must be i pound wasted in cleaning. 

Q. Yon sa^ you also use 5-inch mesh in gill-nets in the same place and have 
tried the two different nets ? — A. Yes, sir, used them in the same place and caught 
the same fish. 

Q. What is the effect of the use of the two nets?— A. Well, I don't know. Of 
course we catch summer fish with the 4f mesh and these average about 3 pounds, 
when dressed. 

Q. With the 4f and 5-inch mesh, what description of salmon-trout do you get with 
them ? — A. I never did much salmon-trout fishing. 

. Q. Would you call a 3-pound whitefish a fair average ? — A. Well, yes, I say 
about that, but I have caught them weighing 12 pounds, but these are exceptions, 
that is the winter run of fish. These big whitefish are different, they have a different 
scale on. 

Q. Are they different for eating purposes? — ^A. I don't know as to that. 

Q. Do you think the fish you get in December the same kind you get all 
summer? — ^A. Yes, sir, but one is a lean fish and the other is chunky. The summer 
one is lean. 

Q. But those caught in summer should be best, should they not ? — A. Thoy are 
not all the same. 

Q. t>o you catch any other kind ? — A. Pickerel, sturgeon and any amount of 
suckers. 

Q. Do you catch these in the summer or fall ? — A. Summer-nets, pound-nets. 

Q. What is the usual size of the pickerel ? — A. We get them large. The usual 
size is 3 or 4 pounds. 

Q. And your sturgeon, what is the usual size of them? — A. Well, some are 
pretty l arg e, they are anout 35 pounds average, all cleaned, we sell them at 3^ to 4 
cents. We don't cut the heads off any but big ones. 

Q. Do you make use of the caviare or eggs at all ? — A. No, sir, the sturgeon 
eggs are not used. 

Q. Then you also catch salmon-trout, whitefish, pickerel and sturgeon? — 
A. Yes, eir, 

Q. When is it your impression salmon-trout spawn ? — A. Well, I think they are 
prettv well through now. 

Q. Do you think the fish are done spawning now ? — A. Yes, sir^ and the fisher- 
men are done fishing because the fish have left the grounds. 

Q. If there was no close season in November would they keep on fishing for 
trout ? — A. No, there is no more to be caught at this time. 

Q. When do they come on shore? — A. About the 1st of this month, of October, 
but I am not well posted, I never did much trout fishing. 

Q. Then you think they come about the 1st of October to spawn and remain on 
shore till the end of the month, and leave about the 1st of November ? — ^A. I 
think so. Well, you see now the fishermen are coming in, they are quitting the 
shoals. There are no more fish on the shoals. 

Q. Does this apply to whitefish also ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Do they leave off fishing for salmon-trout because the fish have left ? — ^A. 
Yes, sir. 

Q. What kind of ground do they come on to spawn ? — ^A. Shoaly gmund, rocky 
ground, near the shore or near the islands and reefs. 

Q. What kind of bottom? Is it honeycomb? You know what I mean by 
honeycomb ? There are ceiliain places in many other localities where the bottom of 
the lake is apparently covered with rock full of littie holes like the comb in a bee- 

69 



Digitized by 



Google 



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 10c*.) A. 1898 

hive ? — A. No, sir, on rocky, gravelly bottoms that have a depth from 2 fathoms to 
15, where they spawn. 

Q. Now, when do you think whiteiish spawn? — A. Well, they begin to come on 
shore, I guess, about the 1st of November or the latter end of this month. 

Q. When you talk of coming on shore, do you mean on their spawning grounds ? 
— A. Yes, sir, about the 20th or 25th October, I think they stay quite a while. 

Q. During the whole of the month of November ? What is the priDcipal season 
of thevearior catching whitefish along the shore? — A. We have to go to deep 
water m summer and the fishermen fish right up to the close season for these white- 
fish and they quit it then. 

Q. Well, what condition are these whitefish in ? Are they in as good condition 
now as in the summer months ? — A. I think as good, because the whitefish are good 
at all times, but 1 don't catch them when they are spawning, only up to the latter 
end of this month of October. 

Q. Then do you think there is no difference in the quality of whitefish at 
spawning than at aoy other time ? — A. Oh, I think they are better in the winter than 
in the spawning time. 

Q. Then what you mean to say is, they are better before and also after their 
spawning time? — A. Yes. Of course, but I can't say about whitefish iu the spawn- 
ing time, I don't know, as I don't catch them then. 

Q. When do you consider your pickerel are spawning ? — A. I can't tell that. 
But they spawn before we catch them in the spring. We can't catch them before 
they spawn. In April and March, we can't get the net set before they are all 
spawned. I never caught pickerel spawning. 

Q. What about your sturgeon, have you any idea when they spawn ? — A. I 
have no idea much about it, but we catch a few every lift from 2 to 15, but no 
great amount of sturgeon during the whole year, or in pound-nets in the summer 
months. I don't know when they spawn. 

Q. Then what is your opinion with regard to all these fish coming on to the 
shores at this times of the year? What do they come for, is it for spawning pur- 
poses? — A. Certainly, I think so. 

Q. In your fishing pursuits have yon noticed any falling oif of fish to any 
extent ? — A. Well, I can't say as to that. Some years they are better than othei*s, 
and to take it right through during the nine year's time, I would say that they have 
not decreased a great deal, they may have a little. 

Q. Do you say thev have fallen off somewhat during your time of fishing? — A. 
Yes, they may have fallen off some. 

Q. Now, can you assign any probable cause for the fish being less in quantity 
now than in former years ? — A. No, I don't know that I can. 

Q. Do you think the close seasons should be kept thoroughly? — A. Yes, if put 
in the proper time. If they would have from the 15th of this month (October) to 
the 15th of next month (November) they would cover the right close season here. 

Q. Well, what is your idea for a close season for salmon-trout, when? — A. Well, 
I should say from the 15th of October would catch them all right till the 30th of 
October. 

Q. Well, now for whitefish ?— A. Well, it ought to be from the 20th of this 
month of October, till the 10th of next month, November. 

Q. Have you anything to say with regard to herring? — A. I know they are a 
curse to us in the gill-nets. We have an awful time with them. They bother us 
very much. 

Q. Do you consider them worthless here?~A. I do, they are a nuisance, there 
is no sale for them and the lake is full of them. 

Q. Suppose they were altogether out of the lake, don't you think it would 
affect your fisheries generally ? — A. Well, they feed the trout, but the trout don't 
come here to catch them. 

Q. What do you think trout live on principally ? — A. Well, on the rest of the 
fish I guess. 
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Q. Do you say you can't sell hemng at all ? — À. Oh, we sell a few, perhaps a 
dozen, but if we oaagbt any quantity at a lift it would block the market. 

By Mr. Marks : 

Q. Don't the fish Company buy any ? — A. Oh, a few. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

9.. Do you think in the interest of the fisheries there are enough licenses issued 
in the fishing grounds now, or could they be increased to an3' extent ? — A. I think 
there is enough fishing here at present. 

Q. Which is the most destructive netused here? Which will kill or catch the most 
fish ?^ A. Well, the pound-net if set in a good place. The fish are better caught in 
the pound-net, than in the gill-net, they rub no scales off, or otherwise injure 
them. 

Q. Are many fish lost in the gill-nets ? — A. Some times there is. But now and 
then there are times a man can't lift his net there, there is too rough weather. 
Sometimes it happens you can't get out for three or four days and the fish, if not all 
dead, a good share of them will be. 

Q. What quantity of fish have you caught, say in 1892?— A. Well, fifty tons 
including my sons with me, fishing five pound-nets, but not any gill-nets. 

Q. Your five pound-nets caught about fifty tons — what were they composed 
of? — A. Whitefish, salmon-trout, pickerel and sturgeon. 

Q. Which were the greatest quantity ? — A. Well, most with us is the trout, as 
we are in the trout region; the next would be whitefish, then sturgeon and then 
pickerel. 

Q. Then with these five pound-nets had you a tug to fish with ? — A. Yes, a tug 
and a pound boat and five men. 

Q. What is the tug worth?— A. Well, I could hardly say, $700, or «800,1 sup- 
pose. The other boat is worth, about $30, to $35, and a pound-net is worth, the size 
use, about $140, to $160, they will average $150. 

Q. How long does the pound-nets last ? — A. Not over three years with careful 
usage. 

Q. Are you in partnership with any one else in catching these 50 tons ? — A. Yes, 
my two oldest sons, they share with me and we manage all ourselves. There are 
generally five on board the tug; we go out about thirty-nvo to fort}' miles west from 
here. 

Q. Your market is here, is it ? To whom do you sell ? — A. Yes, and we sell to the 
Port Arthur Fish Company. 

Q. Do you make a contract with them to sell all ? — A. No, I make no conti^ct. 
We have got to do as they say, we have to take just what they have a mind to give us, 
they never make any offei*» in regard to furnishing money for carrying on the work, 
we do it on our own hook. 

Q. Have they spoken about this American duty they have, or have not to pay? 
— A. Oh, yes, but it makes no difference in the value of our fish, they tell us they 
can't give us more, and they can't pay more than they are pnying because of the 
duty. 

Q. Do you know what the duty is ? — A. Well, it is supposed to be half a cent a 
pound, but it is three-quarters. We have never tried to ship our own fish to the United 
States before dealing with this company; all business is done with this company, 
there is no chance. A man has either got to do it or quit. Their fish go in free of 
duty. 

Q. Who told you this? How do you know they pay no duty ? — ^A. Well, I know 
there was one time when to overcome this duty, the fishermen made an assignment. 

Q. Some fishermen have been obliged to make an assignment have they to this 
Companv? — A. Yes, an assignment to the American Company. 

Q. Well, do you mean by the Port Arthur Company, the American Company ? — 
A, Yes, the Booth Company. 
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Q. Then some have been compelled to make an assignment to the Booth 
Company? — A. Yes, or take three-quarters of a cent less. 

Q. When you say you made an assignment, do you mean of nets and boats to the 
Company for that purpose ? — ^A. Yes, we got out a bill of sale, it was not to be 
lasting, only temporary, and they took it at a nominal sum, not value. This was 
merely done in order to avoid paying duty. 

Q. Well, in getting your licenses, you fished with five pound-nels, was the 
money furnished also for the licenses by the Company ? — A. No, we have to pay 
that ourselves. The license money was paid by the fishermen* 

Q, But the nets, boats and apparatus were transferred by bill of sale? — A. 
Well, I can't say about boats, perhaps they were not put in the assignment. 

Q. Then you did not transfer nets and things to this Booth Company when 
they paid £ cents less per pound ? — ^A. I don't think so. I think there is many in this 
region that do not assign their nets over and get the same as those that do. 

Q. I can't see what the object was unless that the Americans say the fish caught 
with American nets will go through without duty. Canadian fish caught with 
Canadian nets have to pay | cent. Otherwise speaking, they say you have made a 
transfer to us nominally of your nets and gear. This is done only that we may take 
them to the Amencan market and call them American fish ? — A. Yes, sir, that is 
the case. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. Is thei*e any particular cause of complaint that you can tell me, no distress of 
any kind? Nothing you would like rectified ? No suggestion you can give me? — 
A. Well there is one thing I would like, to change the close season a little. Start 
with the 16th of this month, October, and end with the 15th of November. 

Q. Well, now I will tell you something that may be of use. I ship from my 
fishery about 70 to 80 perhaps 100 tons of fish. Now, I don't think there is any 
buyer shipping fish from this country to the States that pays one dollar of duty. I 
don't pay any duty, and the men that buy my fish don't pay any duty. So 
if a buyer tells you there is a duty, I can't say positively, but am pretty certain 
there is not a dollar paid on any fish going to the United States from Port Arthur. 
So if they tell you that, they should give you that much more. They would have to 
show me receipts for the money? — A. Another thing, I think they should reduce 
the size of meshes of these pound-nets. 

Q. Would 4J mesh answer ? — A. No, sir. 

Q. Would 4 ? — A. No, sir, I am done with fishing then, 1 would*nt take out a 
license. 

Q. Are there good spawning grounds near you ? Where is the nearest ? — ^A. I 
think this bay is. I think where we are is, this side of Flatten Island is where 
whitefish spawn, but not for the trout, it is too deep water for the trout. 

Q. Are pound-nets as a rule located along these spawning runs ? — A. No, not as 
far as I know, the nearest pound-net is one I have got within 1} miles, but we get 
nothing but trout except at a time in June, we also get a few of these big whitefish. 

Q. How many pound-nets have you ? — ^A. Two at present. I have no interest 
in any more. 

Q. How do you collect the fish ? — A. With a tug of my own, its value is from 
$700 to $800, it has a 30-foot keel, about 35 to 40 over all. 

Q. When do you begin to take the nets in ? — ^A. We had one up, and the other 
out the first of the week. We have a scow and pull them out. We take them out 
on account of the close season. They are no use there for the ice would shove around 
and cut them up. 

Q. When fishing do you get suckers in the pound-net? — A. Yes, and a few pike 
and some pickerel, the other coarse fish are not of any amount; we get a good many 
ling; and some get ling pretty numerouslv. 

Q. These ling what do you suppose they live on ? — ^A. I couldn't say, I suppose 
the spawn of some kind. 
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Q. Do the pound-netB catch these coarse fish ? Don't you think thev would be 
less destrnctive than if they jnst took oat fine fish, as trout and whitefish ? — A. I do. 
You may once in a while get a fish stuck by the gills and they die in the pound, but 
in the gill-nets lots are dead. ^ 

Q. These ling, suckers, pike and pickerel as a rule hug the shore, don't they ? — 
A. I think lings takes deep waler. We catch them in 20 fathoms of water, the most 
I catch is in that water. I never fish in Black Bay. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. If you were to propose yourself, what would you suggest as the proper way 
to keep up and maintain tne fisheries for the benefit of the fishermen ? — A. I should 
say fix the close season to the proper time, and put in hatcheries, and that would 
keep things in good shape. 

Q. Then your recommendation so far as the preservation of the fisheries for the 
interest of the fishermen is concerned is a proper close season, with properly regu- 
lated meshes in nets not to catch too small fish, and the putting up of hatcheries ?— 
A. Tes, that is what I say. 

Q. Don't you think it is just as injurious to kill immature and young fish before 
they are capable of breeding as to kill the parent fish ? — ^A. Oh, yes. Not until they 
are fit for use and able to breed. 

Q. They may all be fit for use, but the question is to maintain the source of 
wealth of the fisheries. If you kill the small ones you are doing more harm than if 
you kill the big ones, because the small can produce their kind and you are exter- 
minating them prematurely ? — A. Yes, that is right. 



J. R. WALKER called and sworn :— 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Q. You reside here ? — ^A. I reside here. I am a native Canadian. 

Q. What is your occupation, sir ? — A. At the present time I am a prospector, 
before that I was following the fishing business since 1848, more or less all the time 
and left off two seasons ago. 

Q. When fishing where did you fish? — A. I commenced in Lake Ontario, also 
fished in Georgian ne^y and Lake Huron, finally finished in Lake Superior. 

Q. What description of nets were used in those days ? — A. The gill-net. 
Nothing outside the gill-nets and the seine. The seines were used in Lake Ontario. 
Somewbere about 1852. 

Q. What did you catch with seines then ? — A. Whitefish and herring, no other 
kinds offish. Very seldom, nothing else unless perch. 

Q. Have you any recollection of the quantityof whitefish caught with seines in 
Ontario at that time ? — ^A. They were very pleutifbl. 

Q. Can you give me an approximate number of what you call a good catch? 
—A'. Well, I have known as high as 50 or 60 packages. That would be 5,000 or 
6,000 pounds at a haul; the time of the year would be in November, the latter part. 

Q. Would you call that time the spawning season ? — A. December is the proper 
spawning season there. But the ûi^h were preparing for spawning in November. 

Q. Can you recollect the localities ? — A. Grimsby Bay, off Wellington. 

Q. Was this catch pretty general among the fishermen ? — A. Yes. At that 
season of the year and that would be the usual catch there. 

Q. Have you any idea what sort of fish are there now ? — A. I have not. 

Q. Are the Lake Ontario whitefish the same as those here ? — A. Well, some are 
the same, but we have three different kinds of whitefish here, some are similar to 
those in Ontario. 
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Q. The package of 100 pounds, you spoke of, what was the package worth ? — 
A, Well, I couldn't tell. In those days you couldn't get cash for fish. It was all 
trade that you could get. 

Q. Were herring of any value then ? Were they plentiful ? — A. Very little 
value, they were very numerous ; a great many were got, most in June and Jaly, 
more so than later in the season. 

Q. You say they were very cheap, can you say what price ? — A. In Weddling 
we got for a wagon load $8, or $9. There was no counting. 

Q. What did you catch in gill-nets in Lake Ontario? — A. It was whitefish, we 
did not catch salmon-trout with gill-nets, we wei-e fishing too near the shore for 
trout. The trout was taken with night lines. 

Q. Were the salmon-trout a good size ? — A. A nice size, ahout twelve pounds, 
we called them salt water salmon, they were naturalized. 

Q. Well, you have given your experience in Lake Ontario, next you came to 
Georgian Bay did you ? — A. Yes, sir, in order to take up land. I did not leave 
Ontario on account of the fishing. I went west and then came back to Greorgian 
Bay. 

Q. What did you fish with in Georgian Bay, gill-nets ? — A. Yes, I used gill-nets, 
and caught whitefish, trout and pickerel, but not many. 

Q. Were they caught numerously? — A. Yes, quite numerously at certain seasons 
of the year. 

Q. What would you call numerously with gill-net fishing for whitefish ? — A. 
An average of about 1,200 to 1,400 pounds with 4 or 6 boxes of nets in summer fish- 
ing. The four boxes are equal to 2b pounds of net or fifteen hundred yards in all. 

Q. Then you fish with gill-nets which consist of 1,500 yards and catch an 
average of 1,200 to 1,400 pounds? — A. Yes, they average about that in summer 
fishing. 

Q. Now, then you say you fished also in Lake Superior ? — A. Yes, for nineteen 
years. 

Q. Why did you leave the Georgian Bay ? — A. I was wandering around, the 
mines brought me here, direct to Port Arthur, and fished in the bay hei*e and up to 
Nepigon straits and fished with gill-nets and caught whitefish, trout and pickerel 
with 4f and 5-inch mesh nets. 

Q. What would be the extent ? How many boxes of nets ? — A. Twelve boxes. 

Q. If 4 boxes contained 28 pounds net, then 12 boxes would be three times as 
large as what you fished in Georgian Bay? — A. Yes. We used finer thread, the same 
quantity would make more net, in all about 5,000 yards. 

Q. What was the usual catch with these nets? — A. A very heavy catch when 
I first commenced in the fall. I used to land 4 boxes, and bring in one ton to one 
and a half and two tons in one night's fishing, seldom less than one and a half tons. 
That was when I first came here. I have fished for seventeen years here. 

Q. When you gave up at the end of the seventeen yeara, what was your catch ? 
— A. It was vQvy light to what it was when I commenced. 

Q. Well, was fishing carried on pretty largely by all the others as well as your- 
self ? — A. Yes, they used about the same amount of net, but had not as heavy catches 
as I had as a general rule. 

Q. When you stopped fishing you say it was very small, can you approximate 
it ? When you quit what was the number as compared with the former years? — ^A. 
With the same nets, and the same mode of fishing, the returns would not be more 
than one quarter of when I commenced. 

Q. Why is this falling oflF, do you know ? — A. In the first place at that time 
there was very little summer fishing done, ^nce then the pound-net has been 
established. This has helped the falling off; and the throwing of ofbl in the bay 
has done harm, using pound-nets in the bay and catching during the spawning 
season. I believe that is about all. 

Q. The meshes of the nets used in the pound-nets, how largo were they? — A. I 
did take the Inspector to measure a net in Black Bay. I think it was ^ of an inch 
on the square on the pot of the net. That would be If inch extension measure. 
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This mesh was rainouF. in catching too small fish. They were no use. Even if thrown 
away they would die anyway and they were too small for sale or use. 

Q. Then these are the most rational grounds for the falling off of the ash so far 
as your knowledge is concerned, and from the experience you have had in these 
lakes 3 ou consider the falling off has been every great, and that it has been brought 
about by using pound-nets in the bay, catching fish during spawning season ; nets 
of If extension mesh, taking fish too small for use or sale and if thrown in the water 
again would not live. This is the caube of the falling off you say? — A. I think so, 
and I think they will have no fish here in a short while if they continue as they 
have been doing these last years back. 

Q. If this system is permitted the fish will be caught or driven away? — A. Yes, 
sir. It will reduce their catch here. If they throw the offal in it will drive them 
away from their breeding and feeding grounds, as fish will not spawn on dirty 
ground. 

Q. From your experience do you think it correct to have a proper close season ? 
— A. I do if our American cousins do the same. 

Q. What do you think of the condition offish in spawning time? Are they as 
good ? — A. I think up to within ten or twelve days ; they are better before 
spawning, than just shortly after spawning. There should be about ten days allowed 
for fish to feed up. 

Q. In your experience, as you have fished with both seines, and gill-nets, and 
from your knowledge of pound-nets, which do you consider the most destructive 
net in the fisheries? — A. The seines. The pound-nets will take most fish, but the 
seines are the most destructive to the young and immature fish. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Q. Mr. Walker, you say you commenced here about seventeen years ago ? — A. 
About nineteen years ago. 

Q. Well, were there many people fishing at that time ? — A. Quite a few, but as 
compared to now, nothing like the present day. Not one-fifth of the number. I 
suppose only twelve to thirt^een or fourteen boats were fishing them. 

Q. Had they as large nets then as now? — A. No, thoy didn't use as large as at 
present. That was with gill-nets. 

Q. Where did pound-nets first begin to fish and when ? — A. In Black Bay, 
about twelve years ago. The next year in the Nepigon Bay they were used. 
There were four, and I helped set them, and they increased rapidly. There was a 
few years after no increase in them, but they have increased of late years. 

Q. There are now I believe about 50 or 90 pound-nets in 150 miles or so? — A. 
Yes, you will find 60 pound-nets within 75 miles if thoy were looked up. 

Q, From the coast extending f^om Pigeon River to Michipicoten, there would 
be 160 miles. Now, how many pound-nets are there from Pigeon River to Michi- 
picoten? — A. I don't know anything about from below Nepigon Bay. I can't say 
exactly, but I should judge about 70. 

Q. Now in what year did the very considerable increase in pound-nets begin ? 
— ^A. Was it after the opening of the Canadian Pacific Railroad ? — A. Oh, yes, about 
five seasons ago, I think. 

Q. Did the decrease in the amount offish become apparent before that time? 
—A. Well, yes, it did. 

Q. Now, the fish were pretty plentiful nineteen years ago. What did you do 
with them ? — We salted them and sold them for about $2.50 a hundred pounds, about 
the same nrice they cet now. That included the package. 

Q. They were all salted? — A. Yes. when I first commenced fishing. 

Port Abthue, 28th October, 1893. 
Samuel Wilmot, Esq., 

Chafirman of the Fishery Commission, 
Port Arthur. Ont. 

The fishermen of the Port Arthur Division have been much pleased by the 
impartial way, you have conducted the investigation just closed, and trust it will 
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be highly beneficial to the best interests of the fishermen and the industry in general. 
Oar most urgent needs can be summed up in the following items, viz. : — 

1st. We require a fish hatchery, to assist nature in the production of young fish 
to replenish our waters in this vicinity. 

2nd. That our close season shall be changed to read from the 15th October to 
the 10th of November, and that it be strictly enforced by the overseer in charge. 

8rd. That the mesh for pound-nets shall be 3^ inch mesh in the pots and no 
more, or no less when tarred, the other portion of the net shall be not less than 
6-inch mesh. 

4th. That the mesh for gill-nets shall not be less than 4f inches extension 
measure. 

5th. That the fee for pound-net leases be reduced to $25.00 each net, the present 
amount (viz., $50.00) is too high for the amount offish caught. In many cases the 
catch will not pay for the lease, and wear of the nets; and that gill-net leases be 
reduced to $10.00 in all cases. 

6th. That we be permitted to fish for herring durinfl^ the close season for other 
fish, as we have a very abundant supply, and by being allowed to catch them during 
prohibited seasons for other fish, in many cases poor fishermen are able to find 
employment and make a livelihood, whereas if not allowed to fish for herring would 
of necessity be idle. 

Signed on behalf of the fishermen of the Port Arthur District. 

BoBSBT Smith, 
Jos. Servais, 
j. g. ashforth, 
Harrt Servais, 
John Malonet, 
J. BiNN & Son. 

The Commission was adjourned at five o'clock till ten the next morning, when 
no one appeared to give evidence, and proceedings were closed at Port Arthur, in 
order to hold meetings at Sault Ste. Marie, Thessalon and elsewhere on the North 
Channel of which previous notice had been given. 
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THESSALON. 

Evidence taken by the Fisheiy GominiBsionerB at Thessalon, District of Algoma, 
Ontario, on the 3rd of November, 1893. 

Present: Mr. CommiBsiouer Wilmot, chairman, and Mr. CotnmiBsioner Harris. 

Mr. THOMAS STRAIN was duly sworn and examined. 
By Mr, Wilmot : 

Am a Canadian, live at Thessalon, have fished for the past three vears, fish 
with pound-nets at Grand Batture and gill-nets in the North Channel. Pots of 
pound-nets, four inches, hearts and leaders seven inches. Giil-neta formerly 4f 
inches, latterly 4^ inch mesh. 

I catch whitefish, trout, pickerel, sturgeon and some coarse fish. I sell to S. 
T. Beeves and Noble Brothers, deliver the fish to Noble and Beeves, some miles be- 
low. They take them away in tugs and steamers. 

Size of whitefish usually for No. 1, four pounds. No. 2 would run about two 
pounds. 

Salmon-trout usually run from five to fifteen pounds, dressed. 

Pickerel, from two to three pounds whole. 

Sturgeon run from thirty to sixty pounds whole. 

Whitefish sell for 3J cents per pound, dressed. 

Salmon-trout sell for 3^ cents, dressed. 

Pickerel sell at 3^ cents per pound, undressed. 

Sturgeon sell at 3 cents per pound, dressed. 

Caviare is not obtained as the sturgeon are not numerous enough to gather eggs 
from. 

Whitefish are best from early spring till the end of August. 

SSilmon-trout are good all through the summer months. 

Pickerel. I don't know anything about. 

Sturgeon are in the same condition all the time. 

Whitefish spawn most freely in the middle of November, some come on earlier, 
and some continue into December. 

Salmon-trout come on the shoals in October. About the 7th of October and get 
through about the middle of October, sometimes near the end of October. 

Pickerel spawn in the spring. 

Sturgeon. I do not know when. 

All the aoove fish come in these bays and shoals to spawn, when caught they 
are full of ripe eggs. That is the eggs run out of the body. They leave after this 
for deep water. 

Whitefish are less in number now than they used to be. 

Salmon-trout, I cannot say. 

There are enough licenses issued now in the interest of the fishermen and 
fisheries. 

In regard to the difference between pound-nets and gill-nets, the pound-nets are 
best for the fishermen, and save most fish, and put them into the market in better 
condition. If a four-inch mesh is used in the pot the small fish would escape, both 
whitefish and salmon-trout. 

My gross catch in 1892 was ten or eleven tons. Whitefish were in the greatest 
numbers. Whitefish are the most valuable fish here, salmon-trout next, then stur- 
geon and pickerel. 

The Government should make proper regulations, but they should not make 
them in favour of too small a mesh. 
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The close season for whitefiab should be from the 15th of November to the 16th 
of December. 

The close season for salmon-trout should be in October. 

I have seen quite a lot of small whitefish and trout that were caught in the 
pound nets, iished by Mr. Gauthier at Grant Island, these were thrown away in the 
gut tubs. This is most injurious to the law-abiding fishermen and to the fieherieft 
generally. These were taken in pound-nets with 2^ and 2f inch mesh, ex- 
tension. 

By Mr, Harris : 

I fish two pound-nets. I buy my twine from Noble Brothers, I have no tug, 
only a fishing boat. Employ two men besides myself. 

I have my headquarters at Grant Island, live in a shanty there. I lift my nets 
and deliver my fish to Noble, and Beeves. I keep no ice nor ice, house or fish boxes, 
carrying my fish in a fishing skifi'. I lift nets every other day, weather permitting ; 
Messrs. Eeeves k Co., send the fish to Detroit. Nobles send their fish to Ck>lling- 
wood. AH fish got here go to the American market. No local demand. 

Pickerel not at all numerous. Suckers plentiful. The coarse fish are taken in 
hoop-nets here, not seines. 



LAURIE KING was duly sworn and examined. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

I am a Canadian, have fished for 17 years in the North Channel and at Duck 
Island. 

I think the pound-net mesh of 4 inches is large enough if it is properly enforced, 
but it has not been kept in force. Some fishermen have fished with less sized mesh, 
I have myself in former years. A larger sized mesh would be injurious to the fisher- 
men, because it is too large to take all of the marketable fish, too many fish would 
pass through. A 4^ inch mesh, in gill-nets is large enough. I could not make it 
pay if I fished with a 5 inch gill-net mesh. I fished here twelve years ago (before 
the fishing was ruined) with a 4f and 5 inch mesh, and the 4£ inch mesh would catch 
double the number of fish that the 5 inch mesh would. At that time the fish were 
very plentiful to what they are now. This reduction has been caused by the use of 
pound-nets with small meshes in the pots. These pots will take all kinds of fish 
both large and small. Some of the pots used would not be more than 1^ inches 
extension. These nets were principally used by the Gauthier Company, and they 
slaughtered the fish in vast numbers. This fishing was carried on by Gauthier fVom 
Grand Batture down to Massissauga on the North Shore. These nets took fish as 
small as 8 and 10 inches, and smaller than herring, principally young whitefish. 
These small fish were thrown away as offal, and cast on the shore being unfit for 
market. This system has brought about the present great injury to our fisheries, 
and from allowing fish to be taken at their spawning times. In those days there 
were only 10 days close season. Some ten years ago when Gauthier set his nets at 
the places described, he loaded a large tug full of fish with 3 pound-nets at one lift, 
nnd with 100 pound-nets he would not do the same thing now. The small mesh 
has been the great ruination of our fisheries, I sold my fish to Gauthier & Company 
about 5 years ago. I think some of the close season should be taken off in Novem- 
ber, and give us a hatchery instead, as lots of eggs can be gathered here. This 
refers to whitefish. No close season is required for salmon-trout as the winds will 
protect them. 
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By Mr. Harris : 

I fish two ponnd-oets, bought from Simms at Detroit, I generally set them in 
May. My nets are all out now this 3rd of November, I took the pots off on the 
2nd instant, the tunnels are yet out. Stakes are not palled out yet. My stakes are 

Failed oat with a tug. 1 woald not take out a license if the pot mesh was 4| inches, 
catch some pike, suckers, &c. No bass, no hoop-nets fishea here. 



Mr. JAMES B. DOBIE, was duly sworn, and examined. 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Am a Canadian. Beside at Thessalon. Am a merchant. Have been in tbé 
fishery business for many years. I am a fish trader and dealer, and formerly leased 
a fishery. 

I fished in the fishery opposite this place called Grand Sauble Station. I fished 
with pound-nets mostly 4 inch pot, 5 incn tunnel, 5 inch leader. I fished for white- 
fish and trout, I caught some sturgeon and a few pickerel. The price for whitefish 
and salmon-trout is 3 and 3^ cents per pound. Pickerel and Sturgeon from 2 to 3 
cents per pound. Eggs of Rturgeon are not used for caviare. 

All fish were sold to Ameiican buyers. These buyers came here for our fish and 
took them from our sheds. The fish were taken away with sail boats to Detour, 
United States. No entries were made upon arrival or departure of these boats. No 
duties on fish when I fished. The same practice is carried on now by the fishermen. 

Whitefish and salmon trout are best in early summer months. They are not so 
good in the fall, especially at spawning months. 

Whitefish spawn-about the middle of November, some earlier, some later. 

The old close season of ten days was preHy nearly riçht, salmon-trout are earlier, 
they spawn about the middle of October, both these fish come to the shores very 
numerously about these times for spawning purposes. A great many fish are caught 
in the early summer months, they are then bettor for food, and more marketable. 
I do not know when pickerel or sturgeon spawn. 

Whitefish are not as plentiful now as they were, they have fallen off one-third or 
one-fourth at least. There is not much variation in the take of salmon-trout. 

The number of the fishermen now is about the same as it was. But it was all 
gill-nets which were formerly used and now a large proportion are pound-nets. The 
gill-nets are hardest upon the fisheries. The pound-net is the best net for the fisher- 
men and the fisheries, besides the fish are taken alive and in better condition. The 
pound-nets do not destroy or bruise the fish as the gill-nets do, that is if the pound- 
net pot is not less than 4 inches. A great many fish are lost in the gill-nets by 
storms, in which case the fish swell up and die, and become unfit for food and are 
not marketable. Yet numbers of these bad fish get into the markets, fish have fallen 
off here on account of illegal fishing, and the use of too small meshes in the pots. 
In the pound-nets they were used as small as 2 and 2^ inches meshes extension 
measure ; also by many fish being killed and rotting in the water in the gill-nets. 
This drives the fish away and spoils the fishery. 

There should be proper close seasons for protecting fish at their spawning time, 
especially where there are no hatcheries. If the fisheries were stocked with young 
fry from hatcheries, and the fishermen were compelled to put back all small fish 
from their nets, it might do away with the necessity of having a close season. If 
these methods are not adopted to keep up the supply, then there is a decided 
necessity for protecting the nsh, at their spawning times. Fish are not in good condi- 
tion at spawning time, they are flabby and inferior and should not be caught then. 
The whole of the north shore is a spawning ground for whitefish and trout and 
they come here to spawn in the fall months. 

There is room for more fishing here in certain localities, but it would require 
more protection and better guardianship to sustain the laws if the fishing was in- 
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creased. The limit of fiv^e-pound nets to any one fisherman or any one company, is 
sufScient. There is a great monopoly of nets held here by an American company 
who fish at the Ducks and at Gape Boberts, that shoald not be allowed. This mon- 
opoly is most objectionable, and all fishermen complain of it and find fault with the 
department for making this discrimination in favour of this Amencan company. 

There is also a serious obstacle to the fisheries here ftrom the raftinff of saw-logs 
across the bay. Another injury to the fisheries is the loading of vessels along the 
shore with pulp wood for the United States ; they dump the refuse stuff in the 
water, which pollutes the bottom and drives away the fish and destroys the fishing 
nets. This pulp business is done by American vessels coming here for cargoes of 
pulp wood. This is extensively done all along the shore at the mouths of the rivers 
and streams. This is a general complaint made by the fishermen as seriously 
affecting their fishing. 

From a commercial standpoint whitefish are the most important fish, then 
salmon-trout next. The falling off of these fish here would be a most serious calam- 
ity for the country, and consequently should be looked after by the department 
with great care for their preservation. 

Another great grievance is felt here by the fishermen who, from the great 
monopoly of the fishing grounds by this Amencan company, which is managed by a 
Mr. Beeves, of Detroit, who obtains large numbers of pound -net and gill-net licenses 
from the department, while the resident Canadian fishermen cannot get but a few 
licenses. This company employs some of the men here who cannot get licenses, 
and by a system of shuffling and promises do not pay their fishermen their wages. 
The company should not be placed in this more favourable position by the depart- 
ment to the detriment of our loyal resident fishermen. If these extra number of 
licenses which are given to this American Company and to Mr. Beeves, were fairly 
distributed amongst our own Canadian fishermen, this great complaint here would 
bo overcome. 

In my reference to illegal fishing it referred to former years, but now the fish- 
ery is carried ou here to comply with the law as nearly as can be. 

By Mr, Harris ; 

The pulp wood is mostly spruce in the rough state. It is shipped to Detroit on 
vessels. It is also rafted in some cases. Fishermen are fairly prosperous. Com- 
plaints exist only when not paid for their work. 

Coarse fish are not numerous ; no effort is made to catch them except with gill- 
nets. 

The only fishing is for trout and whitefish. Herring are not fished for here. 
They may be plentiful but fishermen do not care to fish for them. 



Mr. JOHN SULLIVAN was duly sworn and examined. 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Am a Canadian ; I reside at Thessalon ; have been a fisherman for eleven year8 ; 
I fish opposite this place ; I fish with two pound-nets ; the pots are 4 inches ; heartn, 5 
inches; leaders, 6 and 7 inches mesh ; and No. 15 twine. 

I also fish with gill-nets with one boat, with only 600 yards of net; it is a small 
rig. 1 got the net from Mr. Simms in Detour, Michigan ; he is an American. I can 
do better with him than here. We agree to give him ail the fish caught with these 
nets. Mr. Simms comes here for the fish in a sail boat. I deliver the fish on his 
boat, and he goes right off to Detour with them, which is about twenty-ihi-ee roilen 
from here. He does not go to any Customs officer in Canada, but he goes direct to 
Detour. The size of Simms' boat is 30 feet keel. I pay no duty on my fish given to 
Simms. Simms fixes matters at Detour to blindfold the United States authorities, 
and they don't trouble us at ail about duty. There are three gangs here that carry 
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on their trade with Simms of Detour. If I took my fish to Detour, I would have to 
pay duty. Simms pays no duty. 

Mr. Simms brings our twine or nets here, and enters them at Bruoe Mines in 
his own name, and hands the nets over to me, and I fish them, and he gets the fish, 
we pay him from 40 to 41 cents per pound for the nets, and he gives us time, and 
we pay him in fish. There is no one here to supply us with nets. The fishermen 
have dealt with Mr. Simms in this way for some years past. 

The size of mesh in gill-nets is 4^ inches. A 2 pound fish is about the smallest 
we get in oar gill-nets. We get some smaller fish from the pound-nets if we get a 
lai*ge lift. 

The price of salmon-trout, whitefish and pickerel is 3f cents per pound. Stur^ 
geon are 3 cents per pound, dressed. The usual size %f No. 1 whitefisn is 4 pounds. 
No. 2, few are caught. No. 1 are principally taken in October. The fish from this 
place are larger than those taken at Detour in the United States. This is caused by 
the Americans having fished out their waters. Befoi*e the fry from the hatcheries 
were put into the lake at Detour, their whitefish had given out, they did not then 
take enough to eat, but they have become more plentiful at Detour since the planting. 

Salmon-trout run from 2 up to 5 pounds. 

Whitefish come in to spawn about the 15th of November, some spawn before, 
some after that date ; they take from seven to ten days to spawn. 

Salmon-trout spawn most freely in October, and also early in November. 

I have fished at the Duck Islands on the grounds which Mr. G-authier said he 
leased fVom the department. Salmon-trout spawn there in November. I bought 
my rig from Mr. Grauthier and sold him my fish. I used 4f and 5-inch mesh in my 
nets. 

Mr. Gauthier used pound-nets and caught 13 tons of whitefish from one net, all 
No. 1 fish. The 4-inch pot mesh was used then. I also fished for Gauthier at Grant 
Island, inside Manitoulin Island, and caught whitefish and trout. My nets were 4f 
and 5-inch mesh. Have seen great numbers of whitefish taken by U-authier in his 
pound-nets. The No. 2 fish from 8 to 10 inches long would be frozen, and the 
smaller ones than these would be tht*own into the gut tub or oil factory. The men 
would stand up to their ankles or knees picking out these small fish and throw them 
away. No. 1 were sold fresh. No. 2 were n*ozen. All under that were thrown 
away. I have seen a great many thrown away in that way. 

The hshing was very good at that time, but it is very poor now, because every- 
thing was taken at that time, large and small. 

Nine years ago I have seen at the docks there a boat with a capacity of twenty 
tons and a fish car of 2,000 pounds loaded with fish inside of one week. This season 
they did not catch there hardly any. With three fishermen they did not get enough 
to pay expenses there this season. 

The fishing carried on by Gauthier was most ruinous to the fishery. Whitefish 
were caught by Gauthier piincipally off Grant Island in the latter part of October. 
Small fish were caught most in July. Fish taken during the past five seasons at 
this place (Thessalon) are about the same; previous to that they were very much 
more numerous. The cause for such a difference is from the use of small mesh nets 
and too much fishing done. 

I do not think fish are as good at spawning time as before ; they are softer. 
They won't stand the same handling. In June, July and August they are the best 
and firmest. There are many good spawning grounds for whitefish from Bruce 
Mines to Massissanga Biver. 

I took between 35 and 40 tons of fish in 1892. Whitefish formed the greatest 
part of the catch, fully three-quarters ; salmon-trout made up the rest, 

Whitefish are the best and should be protected most. ^Whitefish are caught 
nearer shore than salmon-trout. 

By Mr. Harm : 

There is no occasion to change size of mesh in pound or gill-nets ; that is, 4 
inches for pound-nets and 4^ for gill-nets. 
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Mr. DAVID BELLEKOSE was duly sworn and examined. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

I am a Canadian ; have fished for the past 28 years ; I reside at Thessalon ; I 
have fished in the waters opposite this place for the past eight yeara with pound- 
nets; I use a 4-inch mesh in the pot, 5 inches in the hearts and 7-inch 
mesh in the leaders. I catch whitefish mostly, also some trout, pickerel and stur- 
geon. I sell the fish to Thomas Simms, of Detour, in Michigan, United States. He 
comes for them here at my shed with a sail-boat and takes them direct to Detour. 
I buy my nets from him, and he delivers them to me here in the twine state, and I 
put them together to fish. I am allowed to sell my fish to whom I choose, but I 
find it to my interest to sell to him. I pay no duty ; Mr. Simms attends to the duty 
that has to be paid. I get 3f cents per pound for all fish, except sturgeon, in the 
dressed slate. 

Pickerel are not dressed ; if anybody here in town wants fish he can get them 
by paying 5 cents a pound. The reason why I charge our own people 5 cents and 
sell them to Mr. Simms for 3f is that our own people do not buy a sufficient quan- 
tity to make it worth while to sell under 5 centn. 

Fish are in best condition when not spawning; thoy are softer then and do not 
keep as well for shipping. 

Whitefish come on the shore about the 15th of November; they were taken 
most numerously at that time in former years, as we were then allowed to fish. 
Some whitefish will spawn before, some after the loth November. 

Salmon-trout will spawn in the latter part of October and also in November. 
. Whitefish will leave the shore about the end of November, and salmon-trout 
will leave the shore earlier. 

Whitefish have fallen off most. They are not as numerous as they were ten or 
fifteen years ago, they have fallen off fully one-third if not more. 

Salmon-trout have fallen off in the same proportion. They were so thick at 
one time they were killed with our paddles, but that cannot be done now. 

I have heard of whitefish being caught up the Massissauga River in former time?, 
but there are none taken there now. 

Fish should be preserved and not killed at their spawning time, it is ruinous to 
do so. The present limit of five pound-nets is not enough for any one fisherman. 
I took upwards of 30 tons offish with my partners with four pound-nets. These 
were sold to Mr. Simms, at Detour. 

When I fished gill-nets three years ago, I lost out of seventy-five nets, thirty- 
nine from bark and fibre, which dung to them in such a manner that I had to 
throw them away. This bark and fibre comes from the pine logs which are towed 
across tbe bay. They are towed in large rafts or booms, and when rolling about in 
these booms the bark and fibre are rubbed off, and settles upon tbe nets and ruins 
them. This stuff also spoils the feeding and breeding grounds of the fish, and it 
ought to be stopped in the interest of the fishermen, l^his great loss has only been 
felt by the fishermen since the logs and pulp wood have been taken across the bay 
to the United States. If it is continued our fishermen will be ruined. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Whitefish and trout are dressed by taking out the entrails, only leaving heads 
and tails on. I fish four nets with my partners. We fish two nets each with four 
men. We have some extra help in the spring in setting the nets. I have no tug, 
I have a pile driver. We set our nets with a pound boat, and we work them with 
it also. 

Five pound-nets are enough for any one fisherman. The Detour contractor 
comes here and takes our fish from our sheds in the river. Mr. Simms would not 
come here for my fish and take them to Detour unless he made money out of them. 
Mr. Simms buys fish from two fishermen that I know of, besides myself. 

If a number of fishermen would join and take their fish in a lot to Detour, they 
might make as much as Mr. Simms does out of them, if they had not to pay the 
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<iuiy. I do not know whether Mr. Simms pays duty or not. If I could get more 
by taking my fish to Detour than Mr. Simms gives me, I would certainly take them 
there. 



Mr. STEPHEN FOURCHETTE was duly sworn and examined. 
By Mr, Wilmot : 

I am a Canadian ; live at Thessalon ; have been a fisherman for 30 years ; I 
^sh pound-nets and gill-nets; I use gill-nets in Lake Huron, and pound-nets in the 
north channel. 

I fished four nets about five years ago, and also used about twenty-five sett» of 
^ill-nets of 150 yaixls each, or in all 4,000 yards, catching principally whitefish. 
With some trout and a few pickerel. 

The size of mesh of gill-nets was 4^, 4f, and 4f inches. The usual size of white- 
^sh taken in the 4}>-inch mesh is about 2^ pounds, and the whitefish and trout in the 
4|-inch mesh is about 3^ all dressed. General average will be 3 pounds for white- 
fish and 5 pounds and upwards for salmon-trout. 

I sell my whitefish and, salmon-trout for 3^ cents a pound dressed. I sell to 
McLean and Belliere and Sullivan, here in town. 

Whitefish are as good at the spawning time as before for domestic or market- 
able purposes. 

Whitefish spawn in two runs. One comes in in the beginning of November. 
The other or larger fish come in about the 15th of November, they all come in to 
spawn. 

Salmon-trout come in the bay in the beginning of October and spawn in about a 
week or ten days, and sometimes sooner. The other, or outside trout, spawn, from 
the 15th to the 30th of October. These 'are the larger trout called rock trout. 
They are much larger fish. Same price is given for both kinds by dealers. 

Herring are very plentiful inside the bay, and outside in the Take, and spawn in 
l^ovember, the same time as the whitefish. They are not fished for market here. 

Whitefish are not nearly so plentiful as they were some years back, nor are 
the trout. This reduction has been caused by the small mesh in the pound-nets, 
^nd taking them, formerly, during close season or spawning time. There should 
•be proper close times to protect the fish when spawning. 

There is room for more licenses to fish in the bay and in the lake. If more 
ilicenses were given, more guardianship would be required. 

Pound-nets are the best for catching fish with, and for the fishery industry, as 
the fish are taken out alive and in a healthy condition, but in the gill-nets many 
•die, and become useless, more particularly in the summer time, when many spoil in 
4he nets and are thrown away. 

I was late in starting with my gill-nets, and have taken only about three tons 
this season. In 1892 I fished by the month for C. Gauthier & Co., or Reeves ; I was 
sent to Winnipeg, and I fished for them there. I went there to make experiments 
with pound-nets, for the Manitoba Fish Company, or Gauthier & Co. The pot used 
was 5-inch, and we caught a very great many whitefish. The net would get quite 
full, but three quarters of them got out through the 5-inch mesh. A 4| or 4|-inch 
mesh in the pot there, would be equal to 4-inch mesh here; a great many fish were 
filled and were spoiled and were thrown away. They fish with 5-inch mesh in gill-nets 
there, and the fish are all gilled. If whitefish are gilled in a pound-not they spoil 
:60oner than in a gill-net. 

A 4^inch mesh in a pound-net, in Lake Winnipeg, would be all right. The 
pound-net would be the best, and should be used in Lake Winnipeg. There were 
thrown away from the gill-nets at one time 15,000 whitefish, all large fish, many 
from 4 to 6 pounds, this was at the Manitoba Company's nets. Losses of this kind 
occur very often. The Fishery Inspector came out and saw the fish gilled in 
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the poand-nets. He Baid the 5-inch mesh in the pot was too biç. (Laurie King, 
previously sworn, said that he saw four boat loads of whitefish thrown away ; he 
was in one of the boats himself. These fish were all taken in the gill-nets by the 
Manitoba Company. They were all large fish which were taken in the gill-nets, 
and so spoiled were they, that some were dumped in the lake, and some cast away 
on the snore.) Many of the whitefish taken in the gill-nets in Lake Winnipeg are 
nearly rotten when taken out, but are nevertheless put in the freezers and frozen 
and put on the market. 

The saw-log towing is most injurious here. Thei*e was a fishing ground in 
Massissauffa Straits that was actually ruined, it was at one time a first class ground. 
I went to fish there this year but could get no fish. The fishing ground was covered 
with bark which drove the fish away. These logs come from the North Shore 
Bivera, and are towed to Bay City, in the United States. I have seen i*aft6 half a 
mile long by a quarter of a mile wide, about eighty acies, principally pine logs. 
The bark and the fibre is rubbed off by their rolling together while being towed, 
and gets upon the nets and ruins them, so that they cannot be fished again. These 
rafts are sometimes anchored on the fishing grounds for three or four days, all this 
time they ai*e constantly rolling and rubbing the bark and fibre wood off which 
sinks to the bottom, fouling the fishing ground and making the nets useless for 
fishing purposes. 

Fishermen here are not served alike. Some get two licenses, some three, and 
Eeeve's Company (American) gets twelve or sixteen or more, and some of the men 
raised and bred here, can't get a license at all. 

If the limit is two or four nets to one native fisherman here, this American 
Company should not get twelve and sixteen. Sometimes storekeepers and others 
get licenses when the actual fishermen cannot. This is wrong. The Reeve's Com- 
pany are allowed too much ground — they fish at the Duoks Island, Green Island, 
Barrie Island, Spanish River, Cape Roberts, Grant Island, Massissauga Straits, Thebo 
Island and Washburn Point. This company fishes 60 or 70 miles of ground. They 
buy no fish from us. Thev take all their fish to the Detroit market, paying no duty. 
It IS underatood that Charles E. Gauthier is the principal man in this company, and 
the pompany is composed of American citizens of Detroit. This company, under 
Mr. Gauthier, were tne persons that used the small mesh pound-nets so extensively 
in our waters, and they were in the habit of throwing away great lots of young 
whitefish, the size of herrings and smaller. 

One, Ray Hill, an American, now holds pound-nets license, using four here in 
our waters. This is unfair to Canadian resident fishermen. 

When a limit of nets is fixed, we should all be used alike. Some new licenses 
were issued in 1893, when old fishermen were refused them. 

By Mr, Harris : 

Timber Bay runs from the east end of St. Joseph's Island, my nets wei-e in 
Timber Bav. There are about seven nets in Timber Bay. On the American side 
there are thirty nets. The best catch of whitefish is about the beginning of May. 
A mesh of 4 inches is best for the pot in a ponnd-net, a few will always gill. A larger 
mesh than 4 inches would not do for pots in pound-nets. The Winnipeg fish were 
gilled around the gill, very few were caught by the body. 
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Mr. ABRAHAM KING was duly sworn and ezamiDed. 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

I am a native Canadian ; I live at Thessalon. I have fished for thirty years. I 
have fished at Ducks Island and in the north chanDel of Lake Huron. 

I have only fished gill-nets of late years. I fish by the month for other parties, 
for Mr. Gauthier and Mr. Reeve at Grant's Island with two boats. I was running a 
boat for Mr, Reeves, at Grant's Island in 1893. Reeves fishes fifteen boats and four 
tugs, with a great number of pound-nets and gill-nets. More licenses were given to 
Reeves than to any other fisherman. Whilst our fishermen can only get three or 
four nets, Reeves can always get four times as many more pound and gill-nets than 
we can. Reeves should not be allowed to take out these licenses for his American 
Company in Detroit, when he will not pay those Canadian fishermen who work for 
him their wages. 

There should be no close seasons. It would be better for the Government to 
build hatcheries and not have cruisers on the lake, as it would be better for the 
fishermen. We are near the limits of the Americans, and they fish right along and 
we can't. I have seen the Gauthier Company catching small whitefish in the pound- 
nets in lar^e quantities, 500 and 600 at a time. These are thrown away along with 
the offal of the other fish. These fish would be about 8 or 10 inches long, even 
smaller than herring. They used nets with 1, 1^ and 2-inch meshes extension, in 
the pots. I fished with them in 1893, and the quantity of fish taken was very much 
less than in former years. Not one-half as many as when I was there before. This 
is caused by killing so many small fish before they could get to maturity. 

American fishermen used to come on our waters and set 60 and 70 gill-nets, and 
I have known them catch 6,000 and 7,000 pounds of whitefish in our close season 
at a haul, when we were not permitted to fish. This was 3 or 4 years ago. These 
American fishermen were from Detour. They came with tugs, and sail boats, and 
went directly back with their fish to Detour. I have given this information to the 
<xovernmebt before, but never got any consideration from them. 

By Mr, Harris : 

I do not know whether returns of fish are made by officer Elliott. I fish by 
the month sometimes. . 

Whitefish whole are worth about 4 or 5 cents. This is after the close season. 
In the summer when dressed, they are worth 3 to 3^ cents per pound. 

A great injury is felt by fishermen, and damage done to the fisheries, by the 
rafting and floating of saw-logs across the bays and lake. I have seen twelve gill-nets 
destroyed by the bark and other stuff which came off the great tows of logs going 
to Bay City from Massissauga, Spanish and other rivers in the North Channel. The 
logs are got out on the North Shore and floated down the rivers, and then boomed 
tOfi:ether and towed by steam tugs over to Bay City and other American ports. 
These tows or booms in some cases will cover a space of from five to ten acres and 
more. These large bodies of logs keep lolling together by the motion of the water, 
which rubs off the bark and the stringy part of the wood fibre next to it and floats 
About for a while and sinks to the bottom, and also collects on the net, tangling it 
and ruining it, so that they have to be thrown away, as they cannot be fished or 
-cleaned again, from this woody matter which clings to the meshes. It should be 
the duty of tbe department to use its influence to have this export of logs in rafts 
across our fishing grounds stopped. If the Americans want the lo^s they should 
take them across our fishing grounds in tugs and steamboats and not by rafts. 

If this is not done another serious injury will fall upon our fishermen and add 
still further towards the destruction of our fisheries. 

The commissioners then adjourned to meet at G^re Bay, previous notice of 
which had been given. 
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5.— GORE BAY. 

Evidence taken by the Fishery Gommiasioners at Gore Bay, District of Algoma,. 
Ontario, on the 6th of November, 1893. Mr. Elliott, Fishery Officer, in attendance. 

Present. — ^Mr. Commissioner Wilmot, Chairman, and Mr. Commissioner 
Harris. 

Mr. WILLIAM W. HOLDEN was duly sworn and examined. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

I am a Canadian and live at Gore Bay. Have fished for ten years. I fish ii> 
the North Channel and use pound-nets. Pots, 4 inch mesh. Hearts, 5 inch, and 
leaders, 6-inch mesh, all extension measure (green), that is when purchased new. 
The nets will shrink about a quarter of an inch the first year, if tarred again will 
shrink a little more. 

No. 15 cotton is my twine. It comes from Boston. I got it through the 
Buffalo Fish Company. They delivered it here, and we made it up ourselves. It is- 
worth about 40 cents a pound; there is no duty on it. 

1 catch whitefish, trout, sturgeon, and a few pickerel. Yqvj few coai*8e fish, I 
may say none. 

I sell my fish on the docks here to the Buffalo Company, who come here for 
them in their tugs. They take them to Wiarton, packed in ice in fish cars. These 
Gal's hold about half a ton each. The Buffalo Company have freezers, &c., at Wiarion 
to carry on their business, which is veiy large. Mr. James Clarke is manager 
there. The company makes no deduction on account of the duty, they arrange the 
duty. I sell direct to them here on the dock. 

The price of whitefish, trout, sturgeon, bass, and pickerel is 4 cents a pound, 
all dressed (except pickerel and bass). There is nothing done with sturgeon ^ggs 
or caviare hère. I do not know of any trolling for bass here. 

Fish, such as whitefish and salmon-trout are best in the early months of spring 
and summer. Fish cannot bo as good when ready to spawn, or at the time of 
spawning, as they were before. They generally bring the same price all throogh 
the season. 

Whitefish come on the shores after the 1st of November; they come to spawn. 
Their principal spawning time is in November, and after spawning they leave for 
deep water. 

Salmon-trout commence coming on the shores from the 5th to the 10th of 
November. They come on then for spawning, and leave about the 25th of Novem- 
ber for deeper water. They sometimes come in in the end of October. Pickerel 
spawn before May. They mostly go up the river to spawn— Spanish River and 
other rivers. 

Herring are plentiful here, but are not fished for commercial purposes. Herring 
are smaller here than in Lake Erie. 

I cannot tell when sturgeon spawn. 

Whitefîsh and salmon-trout are getting scarcer than formerly, fully one-quarter 
less, caused by over-fishing and the effect of towing logs. This is felt by gill-net 
fishermen more than by pound-net fishermen. The small meshed nets that wer» 
used formerly were very destructive; they are not used now. 

1 could not use less than a 4-inch mesh in pots with any profit. A trout oi 3 
and 3^ pounds and under will get through a 4-inch mesh. A 2 pound whitefish and 
under will get through a 4-inch mesh, but many will be taken. The usual size of 
whitefish will average about 2^ pounds whole. Many are taken larger. Salmon- 
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troat average about 4 pounds, undressed. Pickerel will run about 3 pounds- 
Sturgeon will run about 30 pounds. 

found-nets always give the best fish for market, as they are taken out alive. 
With gill-nets many die, and are unfit for market. 

The export and towing of saw-logs is becoming injurious to the fisheries. The 
gill-net fishermen complain most as their nets are injured by the bark and fibre 
wood. These logs are towed across the bay in booms by tugs. They travel at 
from 1 to 2 miles an hour. These rafts are very large, some 3 or 4 millions of feet. 

My catch offish this year is very small, not more than 15 tons. The weather 
has caused this, and heavy winds. The whitefish would be over ten tons. The 
balance would be salmon-trout and sturgeon. 

I have heard by report of Americans fishing in Canadian waters, but do not 
know it myself. 

By Mr, Marris : 

A net of 4-inch mesh when green will shrink ^ of an inch when tanned and 
used. X have fished nets about ten years. A 4-inch gill-net mesh will catch smaller 
fish than a 4-inch mesh in a pound-net. Fish are not gilled to any great extent in 
the pots. If gilled it is in lifting the net, the fish being frightened they try to es- 
cape. A great majority of the gilled fish are alive. I ^ould not fish if a 4|-inch 
mesh was established. 

I have not heard of any increased catch of salmon-trout or whitefish in the 
Georgian Bay this year. In this section of the North Channel the gill-net fishermen 
can fish anywhere within this division under his license. He naturally fishes in the 
best places he can get. 

Black bass are very scarco here. Never saw many in former years. 

I have never used 2-inch mess in my pots, have heard of them being used by 
others. Have hoai*d of small whitefish and trout being caught. The small fish run 
about the Ist July, I quit fishing pound-nets in August and September, no fish to be 
taken then. This .is not general, other fishermen do not take up their nets then. My 
nets are all taken up on the Ist of November. I fish four nets, two were set after 
August, and these were taken up in one day on the 1st of November. The nets 
are about six miles apart. The four nets, run about three miles apart. The next 
pound-nets to mine are about seven miles. I never saw trap-net fishing. 

Five years ago I fished with C. W. G-authier & Co., at Buck Island with gill 
and pound-nets. I worked as book-keeper, I saw quite a few small whitefish 
caught, they were packed and shipped, the size of this fish was about 1^ pounds 
and under. I have seen young whitefish taken there the size of herring, all shipped 
in ice, I never saw any thrown away. But I have seen some put in the gut-tubs, 
when unsound. 



\ 
ANGUS MATTHEWMAN was duly sworn and examined: 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

I am a Canadian and reside at Gore Bay ; am a fisherman and a sailor. I have 
been fishing about twenty-five years. I have fished in Lakes Erie, Huron, 
Mich^an and North Channel of Lake Huron. I fished at Duck Island in 1893. In 
1892 I fished here in the channel. I fished Duck Island with gill-nets. I used about 
100 nets of 40 fathoms each. I used from 4| to 6-inch each. No. 60 and 41 twine. 

I catch whitefish and trout. More trout than whitefish. The usual size of 
whitefish is three and four pounds. 

The salmon-trout run in size from 4 to 15 pounds. The rock trout, or black trout 
are largest and most numerous on the shoals when spawning. All trout are the 
same, only one is larger than the other. All sell alike. I am i^irnished with nets 
by Mr. Beeves, of the American Company, I was employed by Mr. Holden to go 
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and fish for Beeves this fall, to be paid by the month as a fisherman. Whitefish and 
trout are taken by the Beeves Company. Their catch this fail was not very bad. 
They fish with pound-nets iar^ly. I do not know the size of mesh. I have seen 
the fish caught in their nets. The fish this fall was very good fish. They fish with 
gill-nets largely for whitefish xand trout. Quite a few fish are lost in these nets. 
Several gangs of nets here were lost, fish and all. A small boat gang is from 1^ to 
2 miles long, using 4 gangs. A tug fishes from 5 to 8 miles length of net, and will 
use 4 of these gangs. I fished for the Gauthier Company in the yeare 1886 and 1889. 
Whitefish were then taken largely. The meshes then ran fk*om 2^ to 5 inches in 
extension measure, but most of the nets used were of 3-inch mesh. There was a 
man came up from the department to see the nets, he was only shown the 5-inch 
mesh. Other nets were not shown to him. I took him out with Mr. G-authier, this 
officer told Mr. Gauthier to put in a new back in the 5-inch mesh and make it 3 
inches. I then went on fishing with the 3-inch mesh. In 1886 and 1887 they fished 
all November. After this a close season of ten days was made. We kept no close 
season before that. The 2J and H-inch mesh caught herring. They were herring 
nets formerly used in Lake St. Clair. When the herring were around we capght as 
many herring^ as whitefish, both large and small. I have seen whitefish caught 
there and at Cape Boberts that would weigh about i pound. I have seen quantities 
taken at several times at Cape Boberts, and thrown away by the barrel full, they 
were too small to freeze. Great numbei's of them were so taken and thrown away 
at different times. This killing of young fish is most injurious to the fiàheries. I 
have helped to scoop out of the nets small fish by the hour and throw them back 
into the lake, but none of them would live. They were lifted out of the pots in the 
nets and thrown into the boats, the big ones picked out and all small ones thrown 
away. This was done also at the dock sometimes. One year at the Duck Islands 
the fish were thrown on the shore and rotted. They were taken in big boats to the 
beach and thrown on the shore to rot. Those were all firat-class marketable white- 
fish and salmon-trout, they were too numerous and Gauthier's men did not take 
proper care of them, and they spoiled. 

These whitefish are caught principally in the fall of the year, in October and 
November, Whitefish come there from the 10th to the 15lh of November, and they 
come later to spawn. I have seen the spawn running from the fish when taken out 
of the nets. 

Salmon-trout come in to the Duck Islands from the 15th of October to the 1st 
of November, the^ also come there to spawn. The Duck Islands are great spawn- 
ing grounds for whitefish and salmon-trout, and also all along the south side of 
Manitoulin and Cockburn Island. Fish are not as good or firm at the spawning 
time as in the earlier months. The fish are soft and not good to eat at this time. 
In handling they are quite soft. Lots of herring were caught with other fish in the 
2^ and 3-inch mesh nets. All these nets were l)rought up from St. Clair by Mr. 
Gauthier, and were called herring-pounds, and caught all fish large and small, but 
the small whitefish and the. herring were always thrown away. 

The quantity of whitefish and salmon-trout are now nothing like what they 
were at that time. 

I have seen six and seven nets catch more fish in 1886, than are caught with 
thirty-five nets in 1893. The falling off is very great. This is caused by over-fish- 
ing, taking the young fish, and taking them when spawning. 

Fishing with a tug gang means fishing with from five to six miles of nets. The 
same tug will use four of those gangs. In all, this tug will fish from twenty to 
thirty -two miles of nets. A sail boat gang is from one and a half to two miles, and 
it fishes four of these gangs, which amounts to six or twelve miles to the boat. I 
do not think thei*e is any need of a close season, if a hatchery was put up here. 

The American Commissioner from the State of New York came to Cookbnrn 
Island to gather trout eggs for their hatcheries. They came about the latter part 
of October. The eggs are taken from the fish as they are brought in from the gill- 
nets — ^about half a barrel of eggs would be taken. 
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There is ^reat injury done to the fishery and fishermen from the bark and wood 
from the saw-logs which are towed acix>se the bays. These logs come from White- 
fish, Spanish and Serpent Eivers, and are taken to the American side at Bay City, 
Saginaw and other places. They are towed daring the whole season, and they are 
made in rafts from ten to fifteen acres each, principally pine logs. While towing, 
these logs roll about and rub off their bark and soft wood, this settles to the bottom, 
and gets on the nets and destroys them. It hurts the gill-nets most. Whitefish 
will not stay on the bottom, where this bark and dirty stuff is. It is, therefore, 
destructive to the fisheries in every way. These rafts are towed at a slow rate, from 
one and a half to two miles an hour. Some days, with head winds, these rafts will 
be obliged to go back and take shelter, and there, they keep grinding off their bark 
all the while. I have felt this injury when fishing at Saginaw Bay, in the United 
States, and it is the general opinion of fishermen at Saginaw as well as here that 
this log business will ruin the nsheries completely if it is allowed by the authorities 
to continue. 



Mr. JOHN LAPOINTE was duly sworn and examined. 
By Mr, Wilmot : 

I am a Canadian and live at Spanish Eiver. I have fished for twenty-five years. 
I have fished in Lake Huron, Nortn Channel, and at Saginaw Bay, United States. 

I have been fishing for other parties by the month. I fished nets for myself, but 
do not own the license. I have fished pound-nets for the past twenty years, catch- 
ing whitefish, trout, pickerel, sturgeon, and a few coarse fish, such as suckers, perch, 
«tc. I fished a 4-incn mesh in the pots, in the tunnels 4 inches, and leaders, 7 inches. 
This mesh has been used for the past four yeat*s. I also fished a 2-inch mesh in 
the pots. These nets, with the small mesh, were brought up from Saginaw Bay. I 
fished these small meshed nets for C. W. Gauthier. I acted as his foreman, and 
looked after fi-om four to six of these Dound-nets. I caught whitefish, trout and 
pickerel in these nets. I had no share; 1 worked as foreman. The fish were sent 
to Detroit by his steamers. It was said that he was connected with a Detroit Fish- 
ing Company. 

The whitefish would average about 2 pounds for the 2^inch mesh nets. 
These fish would run larger since a 4-inch mesh was used, say about 3 pounds. 

All fish, largo and small. The usual price was about 3^ cents. Salmon- 
trout and pickerel were the same price. Since I fished for myself during 
the past three years, I have used a 4-inch mesh, and sold the fish to Mr. Noble. I 
got 3J cents, and delivered them to the Nobles at Newport. White- 
fish are always in the best condition when they are not spawning. This applies to 
fialmon-trout and all kinds of fish. They sell, however, at the same price. 

Whitefish come on to the shores to spawn always in November ; salmon-trout 
come in somewhat earlier towards the middle and last of October and in November. 
Pickerel spawn in the spring, in April and May, it depends upon the breaking up of 
the ice. 

Whitefish and salmon-trout are much scarcer than they were ten years ago. 
In Auffust, 1882, 1 caught a great many fish. I had six nets and took about 100 
tons of fish for Mr. Gauthier. I could not get half that many now with the same 
number of nets, forty tons would be a large catch now with ûve or six nets. This 
applies to all kinds of fish. There are not nearly as many caught anywhere, now, 
as at the time I speak of about ten years ago. This fialliug off has been caused in part by 
too much fishing. The fish also may have been frightened away with the running of 
boats, and general traffic on the water. Small meshed nets mav have helped also. 
Catching the fish at the spawning time has done great harm. The bark from saw*logs, 
and fouling the water with many things. The more you catch fish the less there will 
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be in the end. There should be a close season for protecting fish at their spawning 
time. 

More fish are lost with gill-nets, than with pound-nets; pound-nets do not des- 
troy any, or, at least, very few, but gill-netfi, with all the fish in them, are sometimes 
lost. There must have been a couple of hundred gill-nets lost this fall, and all fish 
in them were wholly lost. This was caused by stormy weather. A great many 
fish are lost in gill-nets in the way above described. 

I caught about fifty tons of fish last year with four pound-nets, using one tug, 
and employed on an average, about six hands. 

I think the size of mesh in pots of pound-nets should not be more than the 
present size of 4 inches extension. 



Mr. JAMES PUfiVIS was duly sworn : 
By Mr. Witmot : 

I am a Canadian. I am one of the firm of Purvis Brothers. I live at Gore Bay. 
Have fished all my life — about twenty-four years. I fish in the North Channel, 
Lake Huron, at Duck Islands and south side of Manitoulin. I use gill and pound- 
nets. The size of mesh in gill-nets is 4| and 5 inches, and in pound-nets the meeh 
is 4 inches in pots, and 5 and 6 in hearts and leaders. I use pound-nets and gill- 
nets outside the bay, and gill-nets inside. I catch whitefish and trout outside and 
the same inside. In fact, I take whitefish and trout altogether, but now and then a 
sturgeon. I sell our fish to the Buffalo Company, delivering them at the Burnt 
Island Station. We pack our own fish there in the usual fish cars in ice all season 
thi'ough. We keep no freezei-s there, only an ice-house. We fish with tug and 
sail boats using two pound-nets, and 150 gill-netsof 6 pounds each, of 100 yards, in all 
about 15,000 yards of gill-net. We sell the Buffalo Company all the fie^h we catch 
delivered at Burnt Island for 3^ to 4 cents, dressed. The company take these fish 
to Wiarton, and ship on to Buffalo. We have nothing to do with the duty, or any- 
thing else after we deliver to the company at Burnt Island. They attend to every- 
thing after that. Some fishermen ship their fish by steamer themselves, we do not. 
The Buffalo Company do all the fishing trade on the north shore. We do not sell 
any fish at home, or for Canadian markets. 

The value of our tug is $3,000 and our sail boats are valued at $150 each. Our 
gill-nets are worth $4,000, pound-nets $350 each or $700 for both. Employ, all told, 
about ten men. 

Fish are about equal in quality all season through. Whitefish come on to spawn 
about the 10th of November, ending about the 28th. They spawn during the month 
of November, 

Salmon-trout come in earlier and spawn in October. and November. 

Herring are plentiful here but are not caught by us. They are not marketable 
here. Or at least no market is yet opened to them. 

Whitefish and salmon>trout come near the shores for spawning purposes, and 
Foon leave after spawning for deep water again. Our nets are first set about the 
Ist of May, and we keep fishing until the close season sets in. 

Whitefish are not as plentiful as in former years, caused by being too largelv 
caught, and by this bark and wood from saw-logs which drives them away or kills 
them. Dead fish will seriously damage a fishery. The ose of small meshes in the 
pound-nets which were used some years ugo has helped to ruin our whitefish fish- 
eries. If the mesh had been 4 inches as at present, the fishery would have been 
better sustained at the present time. I did not fish pound-nets until the last four years. 
I have known of great numbers of small whitefish and trout cauffht in these small 
meshed nets, they were taken at Duck Islands, and Cape Boberts. These were 
caught bv the C. W. Gauthier Company in their small mesh nets. Lots of these 
young fish were caught that were not sent to market, they were thrown away as 
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offal. I have seen baskets and baskets, which hold 100 poands each taken out of 
these nets and cast on shore, these were nearly all young whitefish. This would be 
in July and August. 

This company would use about 30 pound-nets as well as their gill-nets. C. W. 
Gauthier was at the head of this company. He has carried on illegal fishing in agreat 
degree, ever since I have known the fishery. He fished with more nets than he had 
licenses for, and used small meshes and killed vast numbera of young whitefish. 
This company has done much harm to the fisheries here. At present, the same 
company with Mt\ Reeves as manager, gets 16 licenses for pound-nets when native 
Canadians like ourselves can only get one. This is a great grievance to the Can- 
adian fishermen, and the licenses should be more fairly distributed and the system 
changed. 

I think there should be proper close seasons for protecting fish while spawning. 
A limit of five pound-net licenses is about right for one actual fisherman. The gill-net 
licenses might be unlimited. The present limit of 4-inch mesh for pound-nets and 
4i for gill-nets is also right. 

I cannot say which kind of net is least injurious to the fishery. We caught in 1892 
about 50 tons of fish. Salmon-trout were the greatest in number. Whitefish next, 
about one-third were whitefish. Our catch this year is about the same as last year. 

We find the saw-logs business very injurious to the fisheries from the bark and 
soft wood which is rubbed ofi" in towing them to the American ports. These rafts 
are very large, covering sometimes 10 acres or more. The constant rolling caused 
by the action of the water works these logs together and grinds off the bark, and 8oft 
wood which falls upon the bottom, and the current and wind carries this stuff into 
the nets and makes the nets useless. This is a great evil to the fishery. I would 
recommend that fish hatcheries be built to help to keep up the standard of fish which 
is now being much reduced. 

By Mr. Harris : 

Our two nets are five miles apart. The next nearest nets are about five miles. 
I think the pound-nets the most profitable and less expensive to run, when once got 
up. If we could get enough pound-nets would prefer them to gill-nets. We would 
want some fifteen or twenty pound-nets to give up our gill-nets of 15,000 yards. We 
could fish five or six pound-nets in our watera, which extend about 12 to 15 miles, it 
would depend on the nature of the shore as to how far pound-nets could be set apart. 
By the Eeach line, the present twelve miles would make twenty miles. The expem^o 
of lifting ten pound-nets would not be any more than lifting two. The Reeves Com- 
pany lift their pound-nets with sail boats. Their gill-nets with tugs. Their terri- 
tory is so large that they keep men at different points to work their pound-nets. 
They do not buy from other fishermen. Reeves fishes eighteen boats and four tU2j^, 
one of these was fished under Mr. Holden's license. The bark from the logs does 
not work up on the shore. The salmon-trout that come in to spawn in the bay are 
the smallest. These trout are called red fins or rock trout in Lake Huron. 

A 4-inch mesh in green nets will contract or shrink when tanned, and become 
less when dry, but it will become its full 4 inches again when wet and fishing. 
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Mr. JAMBS NOBLE was duly sworu and exatninod. 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

I am a Canadian and reside at Cook's Mills. I am a fisherman and fish dealer 
for twelve years. 1 fish in the North Channel. I deal in fish at Newport. I have 
stores, ice-houses, freezers and other appliances for carrying on the fishing business. 
I catch fish with my own gear, and also buy generally from the fishermen. I take 
in a circuit of about forty or fifty miles of the North Channel. I reach from 
Thessalon down to Spanish fiiver. I used to fish pound-nets but now only use gill- 
nets. The mesh of tne gill-nets is i^ inches. I catch whitefish and trout. White- 
fish run about 2^ pounds, cleaned. Salmon-trout run about 4 pounds, cleaned. 
A whitefish of 2 pounds and under will pass through a 4^inch mesh. A salmon- 
trout of 3 pounds will readily get through a 4^-inch mesh. I buy fish from 
the fishermen and pay 3f cents per pound for whitefish, salmon-trout, pickerel 
and sturgeon. The proportion will be greatest of pickerel, next sturgeon, then ti*ont. 
This year whitefish are scarcer by reason of the bark and stuff from the saw-logs, 
which seems to drive them away. This stuff also effects the nets, and prevents their 
catching fish as well, the meshes get clogged up with this matter and the fish won't 
enter them as freely as they otherwise would. It is next to impossible to get this 
stuff off the meshes, it is actual ruination to the gill-nets. Pound-nets are not so 
much affected by this bark stuff. 

This refuse comes fi*om saw-logs when being towed across the bay, the constant 
rolling together rubs off the bark and wood fibre and causes the damage mentioned. 
These rafts are very numerous and come from the different rivers on the North 
Shore, and are put together in large booms and are towed by tugs. They go very 
slowly, from a naif to two miles an hour. These rafts are all sizes, some may be a 
quarter to a half mile in length, and nearly the same in width. They are taken to . 
Bay City, in the United States, since the duty has been taken off. This is causing 
rapid destraetion to the fisheries here, and is also keeping thousands of men out of 
emplovment in the working of the saw-mills, as they are nearlv all closed up now. 

If this is allowed to continne the whitefish fishery may be destroyed very boon. 
I do not catch or buy black bass to any extent. They are at present known to be 
very scarce here. If there is any angling for black bass here, it is done in the 
small lakes in the interior. I ship my fish to Collingwood, consigned to the Buffalo 
Company. This companv takes them off my hands at CoUingwoHSd, and settles with 
me for them at that place. We get from $3 to $4.70 per 160 pounds. I have 
nothing to do with the duty, this company attends to everything after my delivery 
at Collingwood. This company handles almost the whole of the catch of fish on 
€reorgian Bay and the North Channel ; some of these fish go to Wiarton, thence to 
Buffalo. Mr. Montgomery is the agent of the company at Collingwood. From 
Newport I ship my fish by steamer to Collingwood, in the usual fish cars, which hold 
about half a ton each ; they are packed in ice. All go as No. 1 fish, no distinction 
made as to size. Large and small go as No. 1. Whitefish under 1^ or 2 pounds are 
seldom caught, and salmon-trout under 2^ or 3 pounds are not ^nerailv caught 
or shipped. I do not notice any difference in quality of fish during the whole 
season. 

Whitefish come in to spawn in November, and salmon-trout about the same, but 
in some places a little earlier. They are about alike. 

Pickerel come here to spawn in the spring. The present close season is about 
right, 15th of April to the 15th of May. Sturgeon seem to have their eggs ripe at 
all times, but I do not know much about them. Herring are plentiful here, but are 
not caught for the market. Whitefish and salmon-trout come into the bay at the 
times mentioned, onlv to spawn. They leave the shoals and are caught in deep 
water in December, auer spawning. There is a decided falling off in whitefish the 
last year as against former vears. 

Salmon-trout have also fallen off but not so much as whitefish. Pickerel remain 
about the same, and sturgeon are the same. 
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Much smaller meshes in pound-nets were formerly used, and may have some 
effect on the falling off, by killing too many small whitefish, and troat. Some illegal 
fishing at spawning time will also have helped the falling off. 

There should be close seasons to protect fish during the spawning time, and 
there should be proper regulations fixing the sizes of meshes in nets. 

I think there are enough licenses issued now in the inierests of the fisheries 
and fishermen. 

Pound-nets are the best nets to be used as they take the fish alive, and they are 
more marketable. Gill-nets often destroy a great many fish, which become unfit for 
sale, and many have to be thrown away as useless. 1 took, between catching and 
buying about 120 tons of fish. Pickerel stood first, trout or sturgeon next, then 
whitefish, for the year 1893. In 1892 the greatest quantity taken were whitefish. 

I would recommend that pound-nets meshes be 4 inches in the pot, which is 
the present size. Gill-nets should remain at 4} inches, both extension measure. 

By Mr. Harris : 

There were much fewer whitefish this year than last year, and also than in 
former years. 

The Commission then adjourned to meet at Killarney on the 8th November in 
accordance with public notice given. 
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6.— KILLARNEY. 

Evidence taken by the Fishery ComraisBioners at Eillarney, District of Algoma, 
Georgian Bay, Ontario, on the 8th and 9th of November, 1893. 

Present: — Mr. Commissioner Wilmot, Chairman, and Mr. Commissioner 
Harris. 



Mr. THOMAS BOYTON was duly sworn : 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

I am a Scotchman ; live at Little Current; have been a fisherman for 38 years. I 
have fished at Meaford, Collingwood, Cape Bich and throughout Georgian Bay, also 
in the North Channel and in Lake Michigan. 

I fished last at Little Current; I use gill-nets, the twine is No. 60, with 4|^-inch 
mesh ; I catch whitefinh and salmon-trout, and sometimes pickerel. 

I have sold my fish for the past five or six years to Noble Brothers, formerly 
to Davis, in Detroit, and to M. Doyle, in Toronto. 

The price I got was 3f cents a pound for all dressed fish, except pickerel. 

The whitefish run from 2 to 2f pounds ; salmon-trout from 4 to 5 pounds; gray 
or deep water trout or '' pot guts '' are different from the others. They inhabit deep 
water, that is my reason for calling them a different family. 

The '' pot guts " spawn outside, about the month of August. This is something 
quite new to me, until some 4 or 5 years ago, when the fishermen catching them 
told me the spawn was running quite freely, but I do not know this myself as I have 
not fished in deep water. 

The usual size of pickerel is 3 to 5 pounds, whole. I sold to J. and C. Noble of 
thi.s place. 

This company has stations, and I deliver the fish there. The company furnish 
the fish cars, ice and men to pack them, and they ship them toWiarton and Colling- 
wood, and then to the Buffalo Fish Company. 

The Buffalo Company do almost all the fish trade here; Davis of Detroit does 
some also, dealing in the same way as the Noble Company. 

Fish are just as good at spawning time as at any other because they are cold 
blooded. ' 

Whitefish come on the shore to spawn from the 8th to the 20th of November, 
they then leave, as the spawning is done within this period. 

Salmon-trout come in from the 25th of October to the 15th of November, they 
spawn within that period. 

Pickei-el spawn in the spring from the 15th of April to the 15th of May. 

Sturgeon ; I do not know. 

Herring spawn about the same time as whitefish, in November. 

Bass spawn about June. 

These fish come into bays, reefs and shoals at the times above mentioned to lay 
their eggs : They are not found at these places at any other time, except an odd one 
or so. Fishermen do not fish for any of the above fish on the grounds mentioned in 
the summer time. 

Fish have fallen off of late years to what they were, in some places more thap 
in others, it is caused by seine fishing at the Sauble Beach, and other places on the 
east shore of Lake Huron, which are a natural spawning ground. This seining was 
done at the close time in former days, but it is not carried on there now to any 
groat extent, and the action of the department stopping seining there is a good 
thing. Small meshes in the pound-nets have also been the means of reducing the 
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quantity of fish. The 2 and 2i-inch mesh in the pots have destroyed the small and 
immature fish in great numbers. The killing of young fish is more dangerous than 
killing the parents. 

The Americans grade fish as Nos. 1, 2 and 3, running from ^ to 2^ pounds ; here, 
bnly one number is established. The market won't give as much for 100 pounds of 
small fish as for 100 pounds of the large fish. 

If a proper close season as laid down by the department were kept up for some 
years, and hatcheries put up, a close season would not be required afterwards. There 
is quite enough fishing at present in these waters. There are enough licenses issued 
now. 

The pound-net if used with a 4-inch mesh would stand on the same footing as a 
gill-net of 4^-inch mesh. The quality and size of fish from both these nets would be 
the same. Gill-nets will lose more fish by reason of storms, when there will be some 
dead ones taken. 

I know of Lake Ontario fishing, at one time it was a great fishery for salmon- 
trout and whitefish. I have heard of 80 and 90,000 whitefish bein^ taken at one 
haul. Another man took 70,000 at one drawing, both were seines at Weller's Beach. 
Now, they catch nothing there whatever. 

This was over-fishing with seines. It cannot occur here as we have not the 
seining ground, and it is wise to stop seine fishing anyway. 

By Mr. Harris : 

I prefer whitefish as best, I eat them constantly. When there was no close sea- 
son we shipped our fish in barrels, frozen. The first freezer put up was some twelve 
years ago at Meaford. In 1857 there was no close season ; I think the present regula- 
tions as to meshes of nets should be changed. The 5-inch mesh is of no use in the 
summer, but it will do in the autumn for trout. 

A 2 pound and under whitefish or salmon-trout will pass through a 4^inch 
mesh in gill-nets, the same fish could not pa8s through the 4-inch mesh in pound-nets. 

Licenses should not be issued to any other pei-son but actual resident fishermen 
and a British subject. The pound-net limit of license should be five to any one per- 
son as it is enough. Trap-net licenses might be allowed under certain restrictions 
with a fee of $10.00 for each net. I have never fished with pound-nets nor have I 
ever seen one lifted. 



Mr. NED FOUECHBAU was dully sworn : 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

I live at Little Current, am an Englishman, a fisherman for some ten years ; 
fished in the North Channel and at Detour, in Michigan, U.S. I use gill-nets with 
mesh of 4| inches, some are larger — being old ones, got before the 4^inch limit 
was passed. 

I fish for whitefish ai)d salmon-trout. 

With regard to seine fishing, I quite agree with the former witness, Mr. Boy ton, 
as to the stopping of seining. 

I sell my fish to same parties, and in same manner as described by Mr. Boyton. 
My prices range the same. 

The present established close season for whitefish will take in their spawning 
time. Salmon-trout spawn a little earlier than whitefish. 

Both salmon-trout and whitefish come on the reefs and shoals and around the 
Inlands to spawn in autumn, and are only caught at these places at these times. 
Only a very few fish are caught at these places at other times than when spawning. 

WhiteHsh and salmon-trout have fallen off during my fishing operations. It is 
caused by the changed state of the water, and from the effects of towing saw-logs 
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and pioe refuse from saw-mills. The saw-dust has done a great deal of harm, but 
latterly saw-logs are doing a very great injury. lu towing them across the bays in 
rafts the action of the water rolls them about so that the outer and inner bark get» 
rubbed off, this being water soaked, settles to the bottom and catches upon the 
meshes of the nets, and when the winds blow this refuse matter is stirred about, 
and besides destroying the nets it also drives the fish away. Some of the nets are 
so filled up with this stuff they become perfectly useless. A great many nets are 
therefore thrown away, the corks and leads are the only parts that can be saved. This 
damage is general in the North Channel. These rafts will sometimes take two tugs 
to tow them, being very large, and will cover from 60 to 100 acres of the surface 
of the bay. They tow them very slowly, about one to one and a half miles an hour. 
Sometimes these tows have to stay in one place on account of head winds for some 
time, when the grinding of the bark off the logs is going on continually. This stuff is 
so water soaked that it won't drift on shore, but sinks almost immediately, and the 
motion of the water distributes it all over the bottom, and drives it into the meshes 
of the nets. This damage to the nets and the fisheries has been only felt since the 
duty was taken off saw-logs, when the lumbermen began to ship their logs across to 
the States. This damage to the fisheries had not been experienced in former years, 
nor before this same log towing took place. 

Some years ago the pickerel were so numerous they could be seen quite thickly 
about the docks and other places about Mudge Bay, but since the sawdust came 
down from the mills up the river scarcely any pickerel are to be found there, and 
therefore none are caught there now. This has most seriously injured the fisher- 
men. The fisheries have no doubt been also injured from taking fish too numei*ou8ly 
at spawning time. 

I agree with Mr. Boy ton as to the spawning time of fish and to having close 
seasons. I at one time fished at Detour with five pound-nets and fifty pieces of gill- 
nets. That was about five or six yeara ago. It was very hard to mâ^e a living by 
fishing there. The Americans s ta i ted to breed fish in the hatcheries, and they 
planted them in the waters in the neighbourhood of Detour, and since then the 
majority of fishermen have done better. 

Whitefish are all right till at and after their spawning time when they are not 
in as good condition as they are before. I think there is as much fishing going on 
now as the fisheries will properly sustain. 

It is claimed by many that the gill-net fish go into the market in better condi- 
tion than pound-net fish, but I know that sometimes fish are found dead in gill-nets 
and are thrown away. 

I have 40 pieces of nets of 3 and 3^ pounds of web, in each about 1,200 yards. 
I fish with one sail boat and latterly a small tug. I employ two men all told. I 
see my nets as early as the ice will let me, about the 1st or May, I fish all through 
the season until the clothe time sets in. 

I caught about $500 worth offish in 1892, and I got 3^ cents a pound, but with 
the same fishing rig I got much lees in 1893. This year the fishery is considerably 
less than last year. 

I started to fish with four trap-nets this year, and the officer seized them. I 
had a trap-net license in 1891 and paid $15.00 for the license. In 1892 I put mv nets 
in again without license, and some one pulled them out, and left them on the beach. 
I got the nets and set them again in 1893 and they were seized and burnt by the 
fishery officer. I think the department should have notified me that they would 
not grant licenses for trap-nets for 1893. A trapnet is made with a leader of from 
6 to 'ZO rods, according to the water ; at the end of the leader are hearts similar to 
the pound-nets, only smaller, a pot of about 8 or 10 feet square is put on this which 
is the trap. It is set without stakes, and fastened down by stones for anchors, all 
under water. The trap is covered with net, top, bottom, sides and all around ; the 
meshes are 3 inches extension measurement. The leader has about 5 or 6-inch 
meshes, and the heart has 3-inch mesh, the same as the trap. 

These nets should be allowed anywhere they can be set with the leaders from 
the shore. The license fee should be about $10.00. They are used to catch pike, 
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pickerel, boU-heads, some bass ai^d coarse fish. These nets should be set after the 
close season for pickerel is over, and fished only until the close season for salmon- 
trout and whitefish sets in. 

I give herewith a plan of this trap-net. 

By Mr. Harris : 

The taking of the duty off saw-logs has largely interfered with the labour 
about here, as most of the saw-mills are closed up, and the saw-logs go over to the 
United States. If the duty was again put on the logs, more saw-mills would be 
built to cut the logs in our country. American tugs and labour take these rafts of 
logs across to the United States. 

My trap-nets are set in 14 feet of water, sometimes in 15. Doii*t know whether 
they would catch herring or not, they would catch herring if the mesh was small 
enough. A 3-inch mesh-net will catch some of the larger herring. I never fished 
with hoop-nets. If licenses were issued for trap-nets bv the department, they 
could be pat under proper regulations like other nets for catching coarse fish, 
pickerel and pike. 

If these fish were caught it would be better for the finer qualities of fish. The 
trap-net can be fished under the ice in winter, but they would not pay then, as there 
would be no market for the fish if they were caught in the winter. I would only 
tish them from the 15th of May. 

If we were allowed to catch whitefish and salmon-trout in November, we would 
also try to catch these coarse fish at the same time. We can't catch these coarse 
fish in October and November, it would be no use to set the nets then. We are 
willing to take up the trap-nets in October and November, and to fish trap-nets 
alone would not pay. The person getting pound-net and and gill-net licenses should 
also be allowed to get tra(>-net licenses. 

Trap-nets would add to the business of the fisherm.en and be a benefit to the 
fishery; black bass are not plentiful in the outside waters, they are to be had in the 
small inland lakes. 



Mr. JAMES NOBLE, of the firm of J. C. Noble, of Killarney, Ont., was duly 
sworn : 

By Mr, Wilmot : 

1 live in Killarney; eng^ed in fishinç for the past 17 years; I am a dealer in 
fish also, and carrying on finhing at Byng inlet, the Bustard Islands and North Chan- 
nel of Lake Huron, also at Squaw Island and other places. 

We use gill-nets wholly; the size of mesh at present here is 4^ inches. In 
former years we used 5 and 4f inches; the mesh was reduced in size in order to take 
more fish. The 5-inch mesh was not sufficiently profitable. The 4|-inch mesh 
takes, more of the smaller sized fish than the 5-inch mesh. 

We catch trout and whitefish wholly so far as our own fishing is concerned, but 
we buy pickerel, sturgeon and all other kinds of fish from the fishermen. We ship 
our fish direct to the Buffalo Company, via Collingwood. We also sell in Canada to 
the Canadian Pacific Eailway Company for their steamers. We pay for whitefish, 
trout, pickerel, and black bass the same price, viz. : 3f cents per pound to the fisher- 
men. We consign all fish, as before stated, to the Buffalo Company, and sell also 
about 600 pounds a week to the Canadian Pacific Bailway, and about three tons to 
the line boats, the balance goes to the Buffalo Company, at Buffalo. We make con- 
tracts to furnish this company with about 600 tons and more if they will take them. 
Last year we sent the company 700 tons, but this year we ran about 75 tons short, 
as there were not as many fish taken as usual. No arrangement is made with this 
company regarding duties in the United States. They take our fish at a certain 
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price per ton on board of steamer, and we deliver them at Oollingwood, oar trans- 
action ends then, except in getting our pay. 

There are other companies on the Georgian Bay which sell to the Buffalo 
Company, namely, C. Duflfy, of feyng Inlet, and Purvis Bros., at Gore Bav. The 
Buffalo Company have two tugs which they send round to gather fish from the other 
companies, but not from ue». Our conti*act calls for 800 tons, including my son's 
take at Newport on the North Channel. Boughly speaking, the Pui^Vis and Duffy 
sales to the Buffalo Company would be from 250 to 300 tons. Our sales would also 
include the fish taken in by Alexander Clark, of CoUingwood. The fish taken by 
James Clark at Wiarton and Goderich are not included in our company's sale or the 
sale of the Georgian Bay district. We furnish the fishermen with such fishing gear 
as they may want, that is in boats and nets, and we sell them provisions also. Generally 
speaking we supply them with all they want. Our business was first commenced 
about fifteen or sixteen years ago, increasing eveiy year since. The general busi- 
ness of our firm when we first began was with a Canadian Company, we sold to them 
for $45 a ton. We then bought fish for 4^ cents each fish, that was for whitefish and 
salmon-trout ; we dressed the fish when we sold them to the Canadian Company. 
We only traded with the Canadian Company for one year to the extent of 100 to 150 
tons; they were delivered by steamer at CoUingwood. This company sent fish 
throughout Canada and also to the United States. The trade then was comparatively 
small. The following year we contracted with the Buffalo Company, and sold over 
50 tons. We bought fish from the fishermen at 4^ cents each. The Buffalo Company 
appointed a man to inspect all our fish on the docks at CoUingwood, and all fish 
passing the inspector relieved us from any further responsibility. Our general 
Dusiness for some years up to the past three or four years did not exceed 300 tons. 
During those later years it has run up to 600 and 700 tons. This increased business 
has been produced by extending our Dusinoss, employing more fishermen and catch- 
ing more fish. We do not expect a continuance of this business, as there is a con- 
siderable decrease in the fisheries. We all know that well. 

When we were selling the 50 tons and 300 tons supplies of fish in former years, 
the boats and fishermen were catching more fish than now per boat. It was the 
increased number of boats and fishermen that gave us the great increase in sales of 
600 and 700 tons. It was not because the fish were actually more plentiful to make 
this large export sale, but it was because more fishing was done and more energy 
was given to obtain them, also better fishing craft and appliances of all kinds, and 
more expertness used in catching them, and more capital also brought to bear to 
capture them. If this excessive fishing goes on at the same rate, and this new cal- 
amity from the saw-log business is not stopped, the fishing industries in the Georgian 
Bay and North Channel cannot last long. Therefore, we think some strong measure 
must be brought to bear to protect the fisheries, otherwise the formerly great fish- 
eries in this section of the province most be soon done away. 

The way to remedy these difficulties, so far as the log question is concerned, is 
to put an export duty on the logs, which would, in a measure, stop the great outlet 
of logs from this section into the United States. This would be the means also of 
employing thousands of Canadian hands, and open up again the saw-mills which are 
now shut up, and also stop this great evil to our fisheries from the bark refuse 
which comes ftrom the logs in their transport In rafts across our waters to the United 
States. These rafts will cover the water to the extent of 15 to 20 acres, which takes 
two large steam tugs to tow them. They tow very slowly, oirly from one to two 
tniles an hour, and the iogs are continually grinding togemer, so that all bark and 
inside soft wood is rubbed off and sinks upon the bottom and settles on the nets, 
destroying both the nets and injuring the teeding and breeding-grounds of our bay 
fisheries. 

Another remedy to sustain our fisheries would be to have fish hatcheries put up 
on the bay, to help the natural production of fish, and to enforce the dose seasons 
at tJie spawning times offish, and to regulate the sizes of mesh to prevent the young 
and immature fish being taken. 
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The poand-nets with 1 and l^inoh mesh in the pots have destroyed immense 
quantities of young fish of ail kinds. This should be prevented, as it is one of the 
greatest evils. 

The fishinn: as now carried on shonld not be increased, but might be judiciously 
diminished, as fishermen die out or go away. If more yards of net are used than at 
present it will not be in the interest of the fisheries or the present fishermen. 

Fish at the spawning time should be cared for, as they are not as good as at 
other times. In this state they become softer, with more slime upon them, and are 
not so suitable for transport or for packing ; they spoil much more, readily at this 
time. Whitefish come on the shore at two periods, one kind of whitefish called 
shoro fish that are caught in pound and other nets used along the shores, come on 
early in November and lay their eggs in about 10 or 15 days in from 10 to 12 feet 
of water; thev then disappear. The other kind are called gill-net whitefish, and do 
not come on the shore to spawn ; they spawn in deep water on mud bottom, from 40 
to 50 fathoms of water. These fish spawn from the middle of November into 
December, and are not generally as large as the shore whitefish ; they will run from 
2^ to 3 pounds, while the shore fish will run from 3 to 5 pounds. 

Salmon-trout are of two kinds, one is called the rock or black trout, which 
comes on the shore or reefs about the 15th of October, and they lay their eggs until 
the 20th of November. Some on honeycomb rock bottom at about 10 to 15 
fathoms, and some lay their eggs right on the shoals in water from 4 to 6 feet deep, 
they disappear after that, but trout are sometimes caught in considerable numbers 
in December on these shoals. 

The other ti*out are called pot guts, or deep water trout. They do not come 
on the shores, they spawn in deep water the latter part of November, in from 40 to 
50 fathoms. They never seem to come near the shores at any time. It it only the 
large rock or black trout that come on the shores. At any time these latter trout 
are found on the shores. 

Pickerel spawn about the time now set aside by the close season; they 
spawn generally in rivers or rapids. 

Black bass are scarce, the catch for the season not exceeding a ton ; they spawn 
in June. 

Herring are very plentiful here, and at £ad and French Bivers, they are taken 
in large quantities. The trade in this fish is only just commencing, a large lot are 
being taken this fall amounting to some 600 packages of 100 each. Th^y are taken 
this season at French Biver. The herring generally spawn in November, and 
shonld receive protection by a close season like whitefish and other fish. Even the 
coarse fish require protection at their breeding time to keep up the great demand 
there is for fish food. 

Whitefish and salmon-trout come on the shores almost wholly for spawning 
purposes, yet some are caught on these shoals at other times, but not generally 
speaking. 

There should be a close season for all kinds of fish, and some effort should be 
made to induce the Americans to have close seasons as well,' which would give more 
satisfaction to our fishermen. 

Trap-nets might be used under licenses, as they will be fished with anyway. 
They can be put in such places that it is very difficult to stop them fully. 

Pound-net licenses should be allowed on the Georgian Bay waters, as well as 
the waters west of the present prohibited line from Hurd's Head to Spanish Biver. 
It is discriminating too much to allow pound-nets to be fished at the Duck Islands 
so largely and not allow them to be fished in Georgian Bay. 

The Duck Island fishery has been pnncipjtlly fished by C. W. Gauthier; I have 
known him to get a license for ten nets, and actually fish a great many more. I 
saw a tug with Officer Joseph Wilson take some of these nets, he washed them and 
stored them away in the G^re Bay storehouse. He gave the fish taken in them to 
the poor ; they were principally pickerel and sturgeon. The meshes in these nets 
were only H to 2-inches extension in the pots. There have been lots of young 
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whitefish and herring taken in these poand-nets so nameroosly that thôy were left 
to rot on the beach. 

All fishermen should be served alike in getting licenses. One man should not 
get fifteen or twenty pound-nets when the rest are limfted to four or five, which are 
enough for any one fisherman. 

There is a serious complaint made by all fishermen against the Beeves Ck>m- 
pany getting these large number of nets, especially as he is manager of the Detroit 
American Fishing Company, this is unfair to the truly Canadian subject and to the 
fisherman. 

By Mr, Harris : 

Fishermen could not stand a 5-inch mesh now, not if they were given 3 years 
to make the change, they could not make it pay. It would drive fishermen away. 
They could not tiie out licenses. 

The present close season for whitefish is correct for November. For salmon- 
trout it should be for part of November and part of October. 

Whitefish cannot be fished without taking some salmon-trout, Whitefish are 
the most valuable tisb ; salmon-trout next, then bass, next is pickerel. 

Pound-net pots were used with 1 and 1^-inch meshes about eight years ago, 
the mesh of the pots should be 4 inches. A 3-inch mesh was used on one side of 
the pot, this mesh would not catch any herring. 

The Lake Huron or Georgian Bay license allows the fishermen to fish in those 
waters and also in the North Channel, numbers of those fishermen now come up 
here to fish. There should be no restriction for fishermen to fish anywhere under 
their licenses. As fish become scarcer many fishermen will be obliged to give up 
fishing, and therefore the few left may do better and then the fishing may improve. 
In that case the fisheries will get into better hands and the fisheries may then re- 
cuperate. These persons will then take greater interest to preserve the fisheries. 
The fishermen will then be in better circumstances and will protect their own 
interests. 

By Mr. Wilmot: 

Aprons or false pieces of nets are used as a device to prevent detection of 
illegal work by pound-net fishermen, these aprons have much smaller meshes than 
the pot and are put down very quickly when the pot is full of fish, small and large, 
and all of them are lifted out in order to separate the small . fish fi*om the large 
ones. The apron is then put aside so that when the officer or other persons are 
around inspecting the net, only the usual legal sized net appears. The aprons have 
much smaller meshes to lift in the small and immature fish. I never saw them 
myself, but I know this to be done from many fishermen who have seen them. 



Mr. NELSON HARMAN was duly sworn. 

Am a Panadian ; live in Colli ngwood ; have been fishing off and on for 20 years 
and upwards. My father was a fisherman and I have been almost brought up to 
fishing ftrom my youth. 

By Mr, Wilmot: 

Have fished in Georgian Bay, Lake Superior, north shore of Lake Huron. I 
have bought and sold fish on Lake Ontario, at Bochester. United States, brought 
from the Canadian side, aho handled fish brought from Georgian Bay and great 
lakes. I have only fished gill-nets in a business way, I have also hauled seines 
under the ice in winter at Waubaushene, Georgian Bay. 

I have dealt in and fished for whitefish and trout, and in this business have 
bought and sold all kinds of fish. Whitefish and salmon-trout were caught in 
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sach quantities in 1877-78 on the north ohoro of the Georgian Bay, and pat on the 
market in such numbers, that they became almost valueless, and the fishermen 
could hardly sell them. The competition among wholesale dealers at Buffalo was 
so great, that they would often sell these fish simply to cover freight. Whitefish, 
and trout were sold as low as 1^ and 2 cents a pound, and if they could not sell them 
they would throw them away. 

When in business I gave away a whole cargo of fish, consisting of several tons 
to the poor master for distribution amongst the poor. These fish were examined 
by the late Seth Green, who pronounce them as sound fish. This statement is 
given only to show how numerous fish were at that time, almost a drug in the 
market. 

I sold out my business and came to the fishing grounds in Georgian Bay in 
1880, and found that the fishermen were largely in debt, and they were only just 
then beginning to ^et something for their fisn. Salmon-trout and whitefish were 
being bought at that time from 5 cents to 6 cents each, and not by weight but . 
whole. Then at these low prices a fisherman could pay his debts on his fishing 
rigs in about six months. The fisherman with his catch of a season at that time and 
these prices would make from $900 to $1,600, and in some instances gill-net boats 
would make $2,000. At that time there were few outfits to what there are now. 
Many of the young farmers and others then commenced to fish, and could get their 
tackle readily from the dealers. The consequence was that a large number of 
fishermen commenced fishing in the bay. Boats also came from Lake Huron into 
the Georgian Bay, and the fishing business began to be enlarged, and as the profits 
increased the number of fishermen also increased greatly, and the consequence the 
catoh of fish began to lessen, and then in order to meet the demand for fish in the 
'markets the fishermens' rigs, boats and gear of all kinds here, largely increased. 

At this earlier period the twine or thread used was very heavy and coarse. 
Nets could then be run for 3 or 4 seasons without renewing. This heavy fishing 
greatly lessened the number of fish in these waters, and the fishermen getting more 
expert in fishing introduced a much finer twine, and began to use more nets and 
more boats. 

In 1885 the fishing ti*ade became very large, it was, it may be said, at its height 
in the Georgian Bay. 

At this time very few fish were to be had in Collingwood Bay, as the excessive 
fishing before that time had depleted it, and the fishermen had gone to the North 
ShoiB to carry on their calling. As this trade enlarged during the previous 
years, the fishing industry became more general, and steamers were put on to further 
the trade in transporting the fish, so much so, that there was greater competition 
with dealers, prices became larger and caused over-production. Thus commenced 
a complete network of fishing to such an extent as to cause five or six gangs of nets to 
be across each other. The fishermen would have miles and miles of nets. In fact 
the Georgian Bay was completely covered with nets, so much 80, that it is the 
cause of tne present scarceness of fish which is now experienced. 

With the then excessive fishing, which is now also continued, together with 
other causes, such as bark, small meshed pots in pound-nets, killing fish at spawning 
time has reduced the fishermen in Georgian Bay. I have, with twelve runs of nets, 
caught as many as 9,000 whitefish and salmon-trout in one month, seven-eighth of 
these would be whitefish, and as many as 3,000 in one week, and the nets would not 
be set more than five nights in the week. I made about {our lifts a week, this with all 
gill-nets with meshes of 4f inches, the twine was No. 50 and No. 60. Other fishermen 
at that time were using coarser twine generally, about No. 45. The gangs would con- 
sist of about five in number each. The length would be 6,000 yards, some rigs were 
larger and a great many less. 6,000 yards was the average rig then. 

The fish at that time were all larger than at the present time. The whitefish 
would be counted at the rate of 2^ pounds, dressed, and salmon-trout would run 
about 5 pounds. Some trout were taken, which they called ^^ mokers," that would 
ran 30 and 40 pounds ; they were scarce. 
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At the present time the same rigs of net of 6,000 would not catch more than 
3,000 pounds in a month, and all fish would be of a smaller size, and the fishing m 
Georgian Bay has decreased in the same proportion generally. 

Whitefish came on the shoals to spawn earlier in November in former yeara 
than at the present time, they come in ahont the 11th of November, and continue on 
the shoals about ten days. They were on much longer in former days ; this would 
he caused by the greater number of fish frequenting thespawninggrounds in former 
times. 

Salmon-trout come on the shoals through the month of October to spawn about 
the middle of Octoher. 

Pickerel will come in about the middle of April to spawn. I have caught as 
many as 1,400 at a haul under the ice, just as the ice was breaking up. 

Whitefish and salmon-trout come on the shoals from the deep water at the time 
mentioned above to spawn. They are never caught on these shoals only at spawn- 
ing time. 

It is highly necessary that a close season should be established to protect fish 
at the spawning time. The condition of the fish at spawning time is not as good as 
earlier, they won't stand shipping as well in the cat's. They are softer and more 
slimy, and won't stand shipment as well. 

Whitefish for eating purposes are altogether better in the summer, when in deep 
water, than when in the shoals and spawning. 

From my experience I would not take 6,000 yards of net as a gift to fish with, 
and be confined to that amount, as it would not pay now, whereas in former yeara 
6,000 was actually as much as a crew could handle, as the fish were then so numerous. 
They were then sold for 5 cents apiece. 

If the number of fish were calculated at say 10,000 pounds, more fishermen 
would get a living from catching this number of fish than would be the case with 
the pound-nets. Gill-nets require some skill in fishing. Pound-nets do not require 
so much skill. 

Fishing is greatly injured from the rafting of saw-logs in such great numbers, as 
they are now towed across the lake to the United States. This injury is caused by 
the inside bark which is ground off the logs and forms a sort of stringy substance^ 
which settles upon the nets and clogs up the meshes, making the nets useless. 
Nothing will clear this stuff off the nets, excepting picking it off with the fingers,, 
which would cause such expense and take so much time, as to make it better to 
throw them away and get new nets. 

The extent of this rafting is very great ; they are towed in large rafts, some- 
times covering a space of four and five and more acres. The logs are constantlv 
rubbing together by the motion of the water and working this inner and outer bark 
off when it settles to the bottom. Besides injuring the nets, it also destroys the 
fishing ground by driving the fish away. 

This lo^ difficulty has been noticed by me just about nine years ago, in small 
spots only, by the local towing of logs for home work of some saw-mills, but since 
the duty was taken off logs this evil has grown to great magnitude and threatens 
our fishing industry most seriously. These rafts are so large as to require two 
powerful tugs to tow them. These tug-boats are owned by Americans. 

From 1880 to 1885 the greatest fishing was done on the north shore of Geoigisa 
£ay. The fish, before that, were quite as numerous, but fishermen did not enter 
into the fishing business so fully or have as complete a system to handle and catch 
the fish. The industry then became profitable and more people went into it, and as 
the fish decreased the fishermen increased in order to work up the supply of fish 
for the markets. 

Then the mesh of nets was larger than now. I remember the time when no 
nets were used with less than 5-inch mesh ; they began later on to fish the H and 
4|-inch mesh. The catch of the fishermen at the present time at Byng Inlet had op 
to the middle of July, been only 8 or 10 tons. The fishery will amount to about 
$700 or $1,000 in a season, with their rigs, consisting of a sail-boat, 2 men, and from 
15 to 20 thousand yards of net. The $700 and $1,000 is the price of the gross catch 
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as sold to the dealers. Their fishing twino will last aboat two ^ears. If the fishing 
keeps OD decreasing the fishermeo will have to give up the business ; the two year's 
life of twine applies to the time before this bark difficulty came up. A man may 
lose his whole twine in one year with this stuff. If the fishing industry came to an 
end, the fishermen would go to lumbering camps or elsewhere to get a living. The 
rafting of saw-logs across to the United States employs hardly any Canadian work- 
men. The Unitâ States dealers bring their men and tugs with them. 

If the logs were sawn in our own mills a large numoer of Canadian workmen 
would be employed, as the mills are now mostly all shut up and this labour is lost 
to Canadians. Many mill hands formerly employed here now follow these logs to 
the United States to be employed in the mills there. 

I don*t think if the fishing ceased here the fishermen would get anymore work 
on the south shore of Georgian Bay than they would get here. It has followed that 
as the fishery decreased the fishermen must use more twine and smaller meshes to 
make up the difference, and consequently catch more small fish. The fishermen 
who are desirous of using pound-nets hero no doubt think it more profitabhs or else 
they would not do so; this applies to them as individuals; The decrease in the fish- 
eries will affect more gill-net fishermen than pound-net fishermen, as there are so 
many more gill-nets used. 

It is of the greatest interest to all gill-net fishermen to presei*ve the fisheries by 
all judicious means. The gill-net fishermen of the Georgian £ay believe that pound- 
net fishing is the most injurious mode of fishing. 

The fishermen of the south shore of Georgian fiav come here to fish, also the 
fishermen from Southampton and Goderich. If the fishermen of the south shore of 
Georgian Bay were restricted to the limits in which they live, they would have to 
give up fishing altogether. These men had good fishing at one time on the south 
shore, out they fished it out and are now obliged to come here. 

Whitefish close season should be during tne whole month of November because 
they come in in some places in the beginning, in other places at the middle, and other 
places the end of the month. All fishermen fish during the month of October and 
set their nets on honevcombed rocks along the shores. The whitefish do not come 
from deep water till the beginning of November. The gill-nets are set in deep water 
near the shoals in October for whitefish, they fish just wherever they can catch them 
till the close season sets in. 

The fishermen lay their nets along the shores to catch fish when they are com- 
ing on their spawning grounds and catch them till the close season sets in. 

All fishermen expect to take a lar^e catch of trout in October ; they do not 
expect as good fishing for whitefish in October, as the whitefish don't come in so 
fVeely in October as in November. 

Trap-nets might be introduced in these waters to catch coarse fish, but it would 
be hard to regulate them. The regular fishermen would not apply for these nets, 
only the men who live on the shores, and eveiy man would want to get a trap-net 
license, and consequently more fishing would be done by everybody, as the net is a 
cheaper one and easier worked than the other nets, and the fishery officer could not 
watch this trap-net fishing very well, as these nets can be set in nooks and corners 
where other nets are not, or cannot be set. A trap-net can 'be set in half an hoar 
and can be fished in abou.t three hours. A trap-net will make a bundle the size of a» 
flour barrel. There are no stakes to set it with, it is sunk and set with stones, and 
c^n' be lifted up in 20 or 30 minutes. There have been a considerable number of trap- 
nets set here, some 20 or more have been taken and burned during the past season. 
There have been a great many of these nets set in this section of the nay. They 
would become vei^y numerous if they were licensed. Illegal fishing would greatly 
increase if the fishery officer did not prevent the use of these nets. If made legiti- 
mate it would take many more officers to look after them. If a man got a certain 
district he would look after it and prevent his neighbourafrom fishing iu his grounds. 
By a district I mean a certain extent of the shore, but it wonld not be easy to lay 
out the districts on account of the numerous islanda. 

103 



Digitized by 



Google 



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 10c».) A. 1893 

Fishermen get fair prices for their fish here. There are few fishermen capable 
of shipping: on their own account, and the middleman is therefore necessary. A 
fisherman cannot well fish and ship his own fish from this shore. Shipping the fish 
in small quantities, as would be the case by a single fisherman, many fish would be 
lost. Fishermen might combine, but it is doubtful whether it would be done. 



Mr. GEORGE LAROUCHE was duly sworn : 

I am a Canadian ; live in Little Current ; have been a fisherman for seven years. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

I fish' at Mudge Bay ; I fish with gill and pound-nets ; the size of gill-net mesh 
is 5 inches and 4f , and 4f inches ; size of mesh pound-nets 4 inches and 2^ inches. 
I caught whitefish, salmon-trout, pickerel, sturgeon, bass, pike and coarse fish ; the 
most fish were pickerel, then sturgeon, next whitefish, then bass and pike, and the 
rest were coarse fish, bull-heads and perch ; I took some herring, all were caught in 
Mudge Bay. 

I sold my fish t^ Noble Brothers ; this company had a station at Mudge Bay, 
where they bought all fish they could. I dressed the fish and delivered them to the 
company, who packed them in ice, and shipped to Buffalo by steamer. I got 2\ and 
2f cents a pound dressed, except pickerel. The coarse fish were not bought from 
me as they were not considered marketable. The usual size of pickerel is 2^ pounds ; 
whitefish, 2^ pounds; salmon-trout, 3 pounds (all dressed); sturgeon, 30 to 40 
pounds ; caviare not used here. 

Fish are difi^Brent altogether at spawning time, not nearly so good as at other 
times ; they are soft and fiabby when spawning; this applies to all fish. 

Whitefish come on shore about the 17th to 20th November for spawning pur- 
poses, some earlier, some later. 

Salmon-trout come to spawn about the 15th to 20th of October, and will remain 
until early in November. 

Pickerel spawn in the spring from April to 1st of June. 

All these nsh come in from deep water at the above period for spawning pur- 
poses only. 

Fish have fallen ofi' quite a lot since I fished in Mudge Bay. Caused by illegal 
fishing, and catching them at the spawning time. Suckers also destroy the spawn ; 
can't say what else,l)ut I know that fish are actually much more scarce than they 
were. 

I think fishing with too small meshes is injurious to the fishery. The towing 
of saw-logs is destructive to the nets and the fishery, but this did not occur in 
Mudge Bay. But it is much felt in the North Channel and in Georgian Bay. The 
bark and the rind next after the bark is ground off by the logs rolling and rubbing 
together. This stuff falls to the bottom and is caught in the meshes of the nets, 
this is most injurious. These rafts cover the surface of the water as much as ten 
acres at a time. 

I think there should be a close time to protect all fish at their spawning time, 
the present close season is about right for whitefish. 

^Tbere is quite enough fishing carried on now in this North Channel, more fish 
are destroyed by gill-nets than pound-nets during stormy weather. They die in 
these nets in considerable numbers, and I have known as many as 300 fish thrown 
away at one time from one net. 

The pound-net is safest and best for the fishermen, the fish are taken alive, and 
go into market in better condition. 

There are some well known spawning grounds for certain fish which might be 
set aside as beneficial to the fisheries. 
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Herring are plentiful in some places here; they are not generally taken for 
marketable purposes, but this fall they are being caught at Bad River in great 
quantities by scooping them out, and also with gill-nets. They can sell herring 
now, they could not before. The price is now inducing fishermen to catch them ; 
they are sold from $3.50 to $4 a package of 100 pounds ; they should therefore be 
protected at their spawning time. 

By Mr, Morris: 

I fished gill-nets and used 5-inch mesh about 1885. Some use 5-inch, some use 
a less size. 1 have heard that the department intends establishing the 5-inch mesh 
again. I have talked with many parties here in Killarney who say they would not 
use anything less than 5 inches mesh. There are more nets used now under 5-inch 
mesh than over 5 inches. It would benefit the fishermen to have several years to 
reduce their twine, the webb will be used up in about two years. It would be all 
right to give a couple of years notice if the 5-inch mesh was to be put in force. 

No. 60 thread is worth $2.40 per pound. Pike are valued very low, only 
about 1 cent a pound. Bass are worth from 2|- to 3 cents a pound, the other coarse 
fish are not saleable. 

Below a certain line on Georgian Bay, pound-net fishing is proscribed and 
licenses are not granted. Licenses should, however, be granted for pound-nets 
everywhere. Whitefish are caught in the prohibited limits by other nets in May, 
June and July. They are then in their best condition. 

Pound net licenses should be granted east of this proscribed boundary in the 
Georgian Bay. There is plenty of ground where hoop-nets could be fished. I do 
not know whore the small sized whitefish are found or where they go to. Some 
are caught as low as half a pound. Before this proscription was made, small 
meehpound-nets were used there. 

What I mean by illegal fishing is fishing at spawning time with improper nets 
and without licenses. 

Since the injury to the fishery, by saw-logs has taken place, I do not know 
where the fi»h have been driven to. It certainly is a great injuiy to the fishermen. 
I do not know much about the Collingwood fishing, but there is very poor fishing 
done there now. Most of the fishing that was done on the south shore is now 
removed to this section. The ratting of logs did not exist there some time ago, 
only since the duty was taken off saw-logs. I do not know any place where 
salmon-trout and whitefish have increased. 



Mr. JOSEPH EOCQUE was duly sworn and examined. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

Am a fisherman. Have fourteen years' experience in the North Channel and 
in Lake Huron. I fish up and down the shore near the places mentioned. 

I use gill-nets with 4^ inches mesh and fish 8,000 yards of net with one sail 
boat of 24 feet ktiel and two men all told. I set my nets in April and fish through 
the whole season until close season sets in. I fish the whole 8,000 yards of net 
in the water at one time. 

I catch whitefish and trout, sometimes pickerel ; the usual size of whitefish 
is 2 pounds and salmon-trout 3 and 4 pounds, all dressed. They fall off in weight by 
dressing by about ^ pound. I sell my fish at 3f cents a pound to ^oble and Jackman, 
•they ship their fish to Collingwood and thence to the Buffalo Company in the 
United States. 

Fish are about the same all the time, but fish caught in October are not quite 
so good. 

The October trout are larger and are called rock trout. The large trout will 
run about 6 pounds ; these are not caught in the summer, because they are then 
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Bwimming on the sarfaoe, they are to be seen at times on the surfaoe, they are 
feedîDff on herring at this time. 

The gill-nets which are set on the bottom in deep water being only five or 
six feet wide, do not catch thcoe large troat that are feeding on top of the water. 
Only an odd one of these big troat is caught from April to September. In Oct- 
tober they come on shore to spawn. The smaller salmon-trout that will ran 
about 4 pounds in weight are caught in deep water from April till October. 

These small trout do not come to the shores to spawn, but they do spawn 
somewhere. Sometimes we see a few eggs in these small trout beginning to grow 
about July, in September and October they are larger. We only catch them in 
deep water. I don't know where these small trout spawn. I never saw them 
spawning, yet they may spawn and I not see them. 

Sal mon- trout and whitefish come on the shores, that is on the shoals and reefs 
in shallow water to spawn. These fish are not caught on these grounds daring the 
whole year except at their spawning time. 

Whitefish spawn on their grounds from the beginning of November. They 
spawn during this time only, none before, none after. 

Salmon-trout come in about a week earlier to spawn, both leave shortly after 
and go to deep water again. 

I fish with trap-nets also, and catch pickerel, some bass and pike ; and some 
channel catfish, which are larger than mudpoute, and weigh about 4 and d.pounds; 
they are not the same fish at tul as the small mudpouts. 

Pickerel spawn in April and May in the rivers and also in bays. 

Bass spawn in June. 

Herring spawn the same time as whitefish, they are not caught here much, 
there is no sale for them at present, they are, however, quite plentiful. 

Fish are not quite as plentiful as they were, particularly whitefish and salmon- 
trout. 

Pickerel have not fallen off as much as the other fish, this is caused bv over- 
fishing and too many fishermen. Also catching them too largely in small mesh 
pound-nets. 

The present rafting of saw-logs which casts off so much bark and rubbish, haa a 
tendency to injure and reduce the catch of fish and to destroy the nets. I have had 
my nets destroyed by the bark and the soft wood inside, which is rubbed off ot these 
logs when being towed; some of these rafts are about three-quarters of a mile long 
and about 60 feet wide, some of the rafts are boomed around and will cover three 
acres or more. Don't know how many feet of lumber. They are very large. This 
rafting has been going on for three or four years. Before this rafting commenced 
the nets were not injured. The nets now become useless and are destroyed for 
fishing purposes. I am of the opinion that if this rafting goes on the fisheries will 
become almost ruined, the feeding grounds as well as the breeding grounds of the 
fish are being seriously injured bv this stuff. 

I think there should be a close season to protect fish when spawning, but we 
want hatcheries too, to keep up the fish in our fisheries. I think there are enough 
licenses issued now for the nshing, no more new licenses should be granted. I want 
to see trap-nets allowed. I fished four trap-nets but they were seized. Boat and 
all, and I was fined $80 for this fishing. I caught quite a few fish with these trap- 
nets, pi obably about four tons, all pickerel and pike. It will cost about $66 to make 
and set a trap-net, and the cage is from 6 to 10 feet square on the net. 

For catching coarse fish the trap-net is best. Pound-nets are best to catch 
whitefish. Gill-nets are best for trout. I don't think pound-nets should be used. 

There are many fish die and become bad when the gill-net is out too long in & 
storm. 

I caught about ten tons of fish of all kinds in 1892. My catch this year is al- 
most the same as last year. I find ready sale for all coarse fish, price 1^ cents per 
pound. Pike and bass bring 3^ cents, sturgeon the same. I can't sell the suckers. 
Sometimes they are put back in the water and sometimes put on the shore, those 
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that are dead. I sometimes take 200 or 300 sackers. More are taken in the trap- 
nete. As many as 200 or 300 at one lift and let go. 

Would like to have trap-nets, because I could set them after the close season of 
the pickerel, and take them up aboat the beginning of close time of salmon- 
trout and whitefish, but would rather fish them right through the whole season. 
The size of the mesh in the trap-net should be 2} inches. 

By Mr. Harris: 

I use a boat to fish the trap-net and two men to set and work it, they could 
manage and fish 20 trap-nets. Sometimes they are set 100 feet apart, sometimes 
two or three miles according to the situation of the place. Nine or ten trap-nets 
ml^ht be fished in ten miles of water, the next net should not be nearer than one 
mile. 

I notice the whitefish first come into the shore about the 1st of October, they 
come in thicker after this and get on their spawning grounds to lay their eggs m 
about 5 days from 5ih to the 10th of November. After that they work out to deep- 
water and after the 12th of December we get a few good hauls during this time, and 
and after this they get away from us altogether, and I do not catch them again 
until spring. 

Whitefish should have about ten days close season to suit me from 1st to 10th 
of November. I don't catch many whitefish in October. We set for whitefish in 
the shoals about the 28th of October, and fish until the 1st of November, then I quit. 

I fish from the 1st of October to the 28th in deep water, and we catch salmon- 
trout also on the shoals in October. 

The shoals where we begin to fish for whitefidb about the 28th of October are 
about one-half to two miles from deep water. After fishing in deep water, we take 
up our nets, wash and diy them, and then set our poorest nets on the shoals to catch 
these fish which have come near the shores for spawning purposes. 

The fishermen from some parts of Lake Huron, south of the Manitoulin Island, 
came over here to fish. They come here also from Meaford and Collingwood fishing. 
They would no doubt fish nearer home if there were any fish worth while to catch. 
I do not know anything about Collingwood, Meaford, or Lake Huron whitefish 
fisheries. 

We should be allowed to fish our present gill-net mesh for two years before any 
change is made. I have nets that I have fished four years, and some are pretty good 
yet ; it would be a loss to throw them away. 



Mr. ADOLPHUS MARTIN was duly sworn and examined. 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

Am a Canadian, and have been fishing for six years. I fish on the north shore 
of the Georgian Bay and at Killarney. 

I fish with ^ill-nets. Size of mesh 4} inches. I catch trout and whitefish ; 
average weight of whitefish, 2^ pounds; trout, 4 pounds dressed, that is all through 
the season. These fish are heavier, however, in the fall, being full of spawn. 

The female whitefish are a half pound heavier in the fall than in the summer, 
as is also the female trout, when spawning. 

I sell my fish in Killarney, to J. & C. Noble ; price paid for my fish is 3| cents 
clear, all dressed. There is a difference in the condition and appearance of fish at 
the spawing time and when they are not spawning. 

The diuerenco in appearance is by the roughness of the scales of the whitefish, 
and their flesh is better about two or three months after spawning. About one 
month before they spawn, the flesh seems to get softer. I can't say what they may 
be at the spawning time, but they must be much softer than the month before. 

Salmon-trout are about in the fiftme poor condition at the breeding time, as the 
whitefish just referred to. 
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Whitefisb first come into the shoals about the 25th of October — only a 
few about that time, and they keep on increasing until their spawning time, which 
is about the 5th of November. On the 10th, there seems to be no more whitefish 
on the spawning grounds ; they appear to strike for deeper water again. 

^ Salmon-trout come on about two weeks earlier than the whitefish, and they 
lay their eggs about the 16th November, and they leave after that for deep water 
again. 

Salmon-trout and whitefish only come to these reefs and shoals at the times 
above mentioned, to spawn. They are not found there at any other time. 

I do not know anything about herring or their spawning time ; neither do I 
know about sturgeon. « 

Pickerel will generally spawn about the 25th of April in most places. But in 
some places they do not spawn until the 1st of May. 

Whitefish and salmon-trout have fallen off at the present time to what they, 
were in former years. This falling off has been a^ut one-eighth or more, caused 
by other fish eating the spawn, and also the injury occasion^ by saw-logs being 
towed over the lake, covering the spawning grounds with bark, and the small parts 
of soft wood next to the bark, which is ground off by the i-olling of the logs together 
while being towed by the tugs, which belong to Americans. These logs come from 
all parts of the Greorgian Bay, and are taken to the American side. This bark and 
stuff settles on the feeding grounds and also upon the breeding grounds of the fish, 
and also collects on the nets. This drives the fish away, or starves them off their 
feeding grounds, so that they cannot be caught here as they used to be. 

I Tost seven pieces of net last season with this stuff becoming fastened to the 
meshes, which made the nets useless. This would be about 300 yards of gill-net. 
1 know that other fishermen have lost nets from the same cause. These rafts are 
quite numerous and very large, sometimes covering a space of five acres square, at 
other times they are fVom three-quarters of a mile to one mile long, with a width of 
about seventy-five feet. These rafts are towed by steam tugs, at from one to two 
miles an hour. They are sometimes delayed by head winds, and they then go into 
the bays if they can, if not, they get in lee of an island, and remain there until they 
can go on again. All this time the rubbing is going on, and the stuff settles to the 
bottom. It does not drift to the shore ; it is Ijieavy and water-logged. This rafting 
has been going on for the past six years, but more largely of late. It was not 
known much before the duty was taken off the saw logs. This sending away of the 
logs does great harm to the working people here, as the saw-mil ^ owners have shut 
up their mills, thus stopping a large trade in this part of the country. The Grovem- 
ment should take early steps to stop this evil which is doing so much harm to the 
fishermen and the fisheries, and the inhabitants generally, this is the general opin- 
ion amongst all fishermen as well as the public on the North Shore. 

Another cause of the falling off of the whitefish and salmon-trout is the quanti- 
ties of pike, pickerel and suckers that eat the spawn, these fish should be caught by 
trap-nets, which the department should grant licenses fbr to such fishermen as 
might want them. The number of licenses should be limited to each fisherman, not 
to exceed ten apiece. The meshes should be 2} inches in the trap, which should not 
exceed 12 feet square. Pound-nets have also helped this falling off of fish by fishing 
too many nets with too small meshes in their pots, which has destroyed too many 
small fish. The law which forbids their use at present should be continued, but 
wherever they are allowed the mesh of the pots should not be less than 4 inches 
extension. 

Another remedy is required in having each fishing boat use the same number 
of yards of gill-nets, the limit not to exceed 15,000 yaixis, the mesh should not be 
under 4]^ inches. 

There should be a close season to protect fish when spawning, because at present 
there are no hatcheries here to help sustain the fisheries, and the close season should 
not be any longer than fi-om 1st to 10th of November, and this law should be carried 
out stringently against every one. 
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The liceiiBes now granted are sufficient for these waters, more would over tax 
the fisheries in this section. 

The pnce for these licenses should be in proportion to the rig they fish with. For 
a boat with 15,000 yards of net a fee of $5.00 is plenty. A small boat fishing a 
quarter of that, should not pay as much. Each boat should have a number, or some 
mark upon it to show that they have been duly licensed. 

I caught about 5 tons offish in 1892. This year about 4 tons, fishing with the 
same nets and gear. I fished about 1,500 yards, this year about the same. I use 
one boat with 20 feet keel worked by myself and a boy. 

By Mr. Harris : 

The nets I have on hand will last me three years. If the 5-inch mesh oomes 
into force it would injare me and make me cast the old ones away. At least two 
more should be allowed to fish them out. 

Trap-nets would be generally applied for if the department allowed them; a $10 
seasons fee would be enough for them. 

Pike, pickerel and other coarse fish frequent the bars where the whitefish and 
trout spawn. 

Salmon-trout and whitefish do not spawn on the same grounds. I do not know 
how long the eggs of whitefish take to hatch out. I never saw the young fish when 
hatched, and I dare say the coarse fish may eat the young fish if they could find 
them. 

The nets are usually set on the bars where whitefish spawn just before the close 
season, and the nets are frequently destroyed there and elsewhere by the refuse of 
the saw-logs. 

I have fished in laake Ontario, but never on the south shore of Georgian Bay. 
I have heard of no increased catch of salmon-ti*out or whitefish anywhere during 
this past season, and the bay is fished all over. I do not know where the fish have 
gone to that have left here. 

The whitefish swim on top of the water and therefore cannot be caught with 
gill-nets. I have seen them by thousands on top of the water in August, they were 
swimming along. These fish were not herrings. They were whitefish. I don't 
know that a 5-inch mesh was ever used here, it would be too large during the sum- 
mer season, but it would not be too large in the fall. The fish are too small to catch 
with a 5-inch mesh in the summer. 

The Commission having closed its business at Killarney, adjourned to meet at 
Sault St. Marie on the 10th as per notice given. 
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7.— SAULT STE. MARIE. 

Evidence taken by the Fishery Commissioners at Sault Ste. Marie, District of 
Algoma, Ontario, on the 10th of November, 1893. 

Present: — Mr. Commissioner Wilmot, Chairman, and Mr. Commissioner 
Harris. . 

Mr. NELSON COUTURE was duly sworn and examined. 

By Mr, Wilmot : 

I live at Spanish River, North Channel. Have been a fisherman for 22 years. 
Fished in Saginaw Bay, United States, North Channel, Lake Haron, for eight years 
past, also two seasons cod fishing in the sea. I am a Canadian by birth. I fished 

?oand-nets only at TarnbuU Island and east end of John Island, in the north channel, 
catch pickerel principally, also sturgeon, some whitefish, and trout. The white- 
fish and trout have been limited in quantity lately. I sell the fish to Mr. 
Noble, at Newport. I get Z^ cents a pound in the spring and afterwards 3f cents, 
and this price is for all fish except sturgeon, which is 3^ cents ; and for a few pike 
1^ cents. Bass and maskinonge are uot worth mentioning. These prices are for 
dressed fish except pickerel. The most fish taken were pickerel, next sturgeon, 
next sal mon -trout, then whitefish, the rest are coarse fish, such as carp, suckers, 
&c. The usual average weight of the whitefish is 3^ pounds; salmon-trout, 6 to 7 
pounds; sturgeon, 40 pounds and sometimes 100 pounds; pickerel, 3 pounds. 
Noble k Co. buy and ship them to CoUingwood, and then they go on to the Buffalo 
Company. I deliver the fish on the dock to Noble & Co. They pack and ship them. 
We only sell to Noble & Co. the No. 1 fish, that is from 1\ to 1} pounds and up- 
wards ; under these weights are No. 2, which are small in number on account of the 
large size of the mesh. The few we catch of No. 2 are used by ourselves. The 
Noble Brothers did not take No. 2 fish in 1893. They took nearly 20 tons of No. 2 
in 1892. They also took them readily in former years. All the fishermen sold to 
Noble Brothers these No. 2 fish freely in former years. No. 2 whitefish are fish 
under 1 pound, sometimes as low as^ pound. These yoang whitefish are too small to 
breed. No. 2 salmon-trout would be about 1^ pounds and under. Many No. 2 white- 
fish were formerly caught, but in 1893 the fisnermen were frightened and did not 
sell them. I do not know what other fishermen did with their No. 2 fish in 1893. 
I put mine back in the water. No. 2 fish are sold for half the price of No. 1. 

Whitefish are best in June, July and August. When spawning in November 
they are soft and lean and feverish ; they are not good. Salmon-trout are in the 
same poor condition at their breeding time, in fact no fish are good in their spawning 
time. 

There are very few herrings in the North Channel, but there is a fish known as 
black fin whitefish called ciscoes, but they are not numerous. They come in the 
bays to spawn about the same time as whitefish. 

The whitefish spawn fi*om the 1st to the 15th of November, some before, some 
after. The above is the hottest time of their spawning. Salmon-trout spawn 
earlier, coming in about the 20th of October and they spawn till about the 10th of 
November. 

The first run of pickerel begin to spawn about the 15th of April. Another run 
commences about the 1st of May, and keeps on till about the 15th of May. For- 
merly spawned up the river, but of late the logs are so numerous in the rivers that 
they stay out in the bays, and spawn in very shallow water about one foot deep. 
They lay their eggs freely there. They collect close together in large quantities. 
Salmon-trout and whitefish also spawn on shoals right on the shore, and ooliect 
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together in çreat nambers. If finhed fbr then they can be easily taken in very 
great quantities. I have seen C. W. Gauthier oatoh from 5 to 7 tons in a pound-net 
at the spawning time and during the close season too, at the mouth of Spanish 
Siver. This was done regularly during 4 and 5 years past. All these fish come on 
the shores and shallows only for spawning purposes. At other times they are in 
deep water and are spread about more, whilst at the breeding grounds they all 
huodle together to spawn. After spawning they leave the shallows and so into 
deeper water. Whitefish are more scarce than thev were. The water has become 
dirty and their feeding grounds are injured from the bark and fibre wood 
ground off the the saw-logs that are raftod'across the bay. These rafts will cover a 
surface of 10, 15 and 20 acres of water. They are towed at the rate of 1 mile per 
hour. These logs so work and rub together as to grind off the bark and the sappv 
wood in great quantities which settles to the bottom and spoils the feeding grounds 
of the fish and also lodges upon the nets and destroys them. This log rafting 
business has been .going on this last 5 years, and is increasing very largely every 

Îrear. Gi'eat numbers of the fishermen's nets are destroyed in this way. These 
ogs come down all the rivers and are rafted and towed across to the United States 
side. 

The whitefish fisheries have also been seriously injured bv killing the fish too 
largely by small meshed nets. The Gauthier Company formerly used from 2 to 3- 
incn mesh extension measure in their pound-nets. In 1893 the mesh was about 4 
inches, less than a 4-inch extension mesh is too small for the safety of the fisheries, 
as these small fish are unable to breed and are unsaleable. A 4-inch mesh will allow 
a whitefish of 2 pounds and under to pass through. Salmon-trout the same. 

There should be a close season to protect all fish at spawning time, and should 
be Btnctly kept. 

The big fish dealers, and companies should not be allowed to buy fish during the 
close season ; nor to purchase at any time small, undersized, and immature fish. If 
they buv these fish or have them in their possession a heavy penalty should be 
inflicted. The fishermen would not catch these small fish at the close time if the 
large dealers did not buy them. This would protect the poor fishermen as well as 
the fisheries from running out. 

Kegarding licenses in former years, the fish dealers used to get the licenses. 
The fishermen did not get them. The limit should not exceed five pound-nets to a 
fisherman if he wants that many, and they should be given to the practical fisher- 
men only. It is not fair that large companies or corporations should get the 
licenses instead of the regular fishermen. These companies and dealers get these 
licenses and sell or transfer them to the poor fishermen, and they sometimes give 
them or transfer them to Americans who live in the United States. These licenses 
should only be given to resident British subjects, who will use and fish the stations 
themselves. 

There should be more hatcheries built bv the government to help sustain the 
fisheries. There is a class of coarse fish which follow the spawning fish and eat a 
good many eggs. These coarse fish, such as suekei*8, &c., are caught with the 
whitefish and salmon-trout, and the fishermen let them go again, only keemng the 
better kinds ; this helps to reduce the supplies of the better kind of fish. There is 
no inducement hare to catch those coarse fish, as the dealers won't buy them. In 
the United States all these coarao fish bring a fair marketable price, but the dealers 
here won't take them, but if they did the fishermen here would catch these coarse 
fish; as it is now, they have to throw them back into the water again. 

By Mr. Sarris -• 

I fish four pound-nets, I have a hand pile driver. I work it on a small raft with 
a 200 pound hammer. 0. W. Grauthier used a steam pile driver, but our fishermen 
do not. I have no ice-houses or fish-boxes. I have no tug, but hired one this season. 
It won't pay to have a big rig of the above kind to fish only four pound-nets. I can 
handle my fish on my grounds, but others have to get help. I could furnish all 
these things but find it better to sell outright^ as I have only just commenced. I do 



Digitized by 



Google 



56 Victoria. Sessional Papers (No. 10c*.) A. 1893 

not think I would do as well by taking my fish to Detour, United States as selling 
them to dealei*8 here. We get the same here for ûsh 3f cents per pound as they get 
at Detour, but deliver them ri^ht here on our own grounds to the dealers. 

The steameins "Atlantic*^ and "Pacific" take the fish down to Collingwood» 
We sell to Noble Brothers, a Canadian firm. They have a contract with the Buffalo- 
Company to furnish about 700 tons a year. I did not fish in August. I took up my 
nets that month and set them again the first part of September. I fished in July. 
The fish have to be packed in ice all season through. I only know that they so to- 
a Buffalo Company. I can't tell whether the Nobles are buying wholly for tnem- 
selves or not. I never tried to sell to the Buffalo Company. My pound-nets are set 
in 15 miles of water all about Islands. My nearest fishing neighbour is about 2^ 
miles away. He has four nets. Some companies used to fish as many as forty 
pound-nets, now they cannot do it, as the present fishery officer prevents it. The 
outside limit is now, five nets. The company referred to as using forty nets was 
C. W. Gauthier's company, now changed to a Detroit company, with Mr. Beeves as 
manager. He has sixteen pound-net8 and a good quantity of gill-nets. Gill-nets are 
fished alongside my fishing, by other parties. Gill-nets are decreasing in number in 
the North Channel, as the fishery is not as good as it was. The other ffill-nets catch 
the same kinds offish that I do, except pickerel and sturgeon. All the coarse fish 
are thrown back, and the dead ones are cast on gut piles or offal pits on shore. 

Our fish dealers want to buy up all of the whitefish and salmon-trout they can 
get here, in order to supply the American market with these better kinds of fish, but 
they won't buy our coarse fish. They prefer buying these coarse fish at other places. 
They have to supplv their market with both kinds, but will only buy the good kinds 
from us. Very little fishing is done in winter. There is not much to De made out 
of it. 

I set my pound-nets out about the 15th of May. My gill-nets are out the 1st of 
May. The gill-nets are sometimes fished in December for a couple of weeks. My 
best catch of whitefish is from the last of June to middle of July. This year the 
fishing failed. The months of September and October are the best for salmon-trout. 
Only a few are caught in the spring months. I do not know that many small fish 
were caught this year. They could not take them very well as the mesh was made 
larger. In former years they used 2 or 3-inch mesh. Now it is a 4-inch me^h. 
Whitefish vary a little in coming into spawn, most years they come in about the 1st 
of November. This year a little later, about the 10th November. They won't get 
through before the 20th or 25th November. Have not heard of whitefish and 
salmon-trout being caught this year as numerously as last, or previous years. 

The coarse fish here are pike, mullet, suckers, ling, a few perch, some channel 
cats and mudpouts. I do not fish for these coarse fish. 

Poor people with large families should be allowed licenses to fish hoop-nets for 
themselves. In this way they could get some fish for their own use. What I mean 
by a hoop-net is one made by a funnel, abouc 10 feet long, and stretched into shape 
with several hoops, with a pocket at the small end with wings running out each side 
of the first set of hoops. Two of these form a set of hoop-nets, and are set some 
distance apart connected by a leader of some length to lead the fish into the nets. 



Mr. WILLIAM KIMBALL was duly sworn. 

By Mr, Wilmot : 

I am a Canadian. I live at Sault Ste. Marie. I am a fisherman, and have 
worked at it for seven years on the Georgian Bay and North Channel. 

I use nothing but gill-nets, with mesh of 4^inch this season. Formerly in the 
Georgian Bay I used 4^ and 4f. I catch trout and whitefish in Lake Superior, 
which are the only really marketable fish. I caught whitefish, salmon-trout, pick- 



erel and pike in the Georgian Bay. 
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The OBual size of whitefish in deep water will run 2^ to 3 pounds, dressed. The 
large whitefish in sommer season are not taken ])lentifall7, they will ran from 5 to 
15 pounds. The smaller kind are more profitable to us, as they are the most numer- 
ous. Salhion-trout run f^om 2 to 30 pounds. The general average will be about 5 
pounds. I sell my fish to the firm of Ainsworth & Ganley. This company take the 
fish at the fishing station, where we deliver them. The prices of trout were 2}, and 
whitefish 2f cents per pound, all dressed. 

Fish, when on the spawning grounds and when spawning, are not as good as at 
other times. 'They are softer and duller at the spawning time. This is also the 
general opinion amongst all fishermen and people. 

The large whitefish come on the ground to spawn from the 10th to the 20th of 
November. Some spawn later — some earlier. The smaller whitefish spawn about 
the 20th of November, some may be also later, some eai*lier. The younger and 
smaller whitefish always spawn latest. 

The larger run of the salmon-trout, which are the largest fish, come to spawn 
about the 15th of October, and leave about the 25th of October. Some of these may 
spawn earlier — some later. The smaller salmon-trout (the siscoette) come in after 
the larger ones, and won't get through spawning until the 15th of November. 
There are generally speaking two kinds of trout as described. They are all trout, 
they only vary in outward appearance, caused no doubt by ihe water they are in, 
and the lood they take. And with regard to their age. When young it could not 
be told which class they belong to. 

Herring are abundant in Lake Superior. There is no demand for them to make 
it worth while to catch them. The herring here are very large, they are a fine fish. 
They spawn in November, about the same as the whitefish. The salmon-trout, large 
whitefish and herring, come on the reefs and shores to spawn in the fall, viz., in 
October and November. The smaller salmon-trout will spawn on reefs out in deep 
water from 10 to 15 fathoms. 

All fish of the better kinds have fallen off here considerably from what they 
were some years ago, caused by over-fishing, killing fish when spawning, catching 
the young fish with too small meshes in pots of pound-nets, seining fish on the shore 
and throwing dead fish and offal into the water. This used to be done very largely 
in former years. It is not now carried on. 

There should be proper close seasons to protect fish when spawning. There are 
some places which might be reserved altogetner, such as the shoal grounds at the 
end of Lake Superior, at Batchewana Bay, at Sandy Islands, and at Parisian Island ; 
these were formerly good spawning grounds. If these places were fully reserved at 
spawning time a great benefit would follow. The establishment of a hatchery here 
would also be of great service to the fishermen, who would assist generally in stock- 
ing it with eggs Tree of cost. I would not say that more licenses should not be 
granted, but it is not right to let large American capitalists come in and make use 
of our fisheries; they come here and try to use our fisheries for their purposes. 
These companies come with their tugs and want the Canadians to fish with them in 
order to get our fish and call them American fish. These companies may buy our 
fish, but to allow them to come and catch our fish by underhand means is wrong and 
should be stopped. The Americans have got most of our pine out of the country, 
and are now using our fisheries (through the absorption of some Canadian companies) 
to take our fish away also. I use three 30-foot sailing boats, with two men to each 
boat. I use from 10,000 to 12,000 yards of net in summer months, a less quantity in 
the fall. I took with one boat in 1892, 25 tons of fish, which I sold as fresh and salt 
fish. In 1893 I took about 60 tons with my three boats. 

I think eveiy means should be adopted by the Department of Marine and Fish- 
eries to preserve the fisheries for Oanaaian fishermen, and not allow them to be over- 
fished through American influence. Our fisheries should be maintained for our own 
people, not for Americans. 

If the 5-inch mesh were enforced altogether it« would do us much harm. The 
5-inch mesh can be uRcd in the fall fishing, but it would not do for summer. Be- 
tween the two, say 4| would be about fair. 
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By Mr, Harris : 

The larjçe and small whitefish are the same, only they differ somewhat in their 
appearance in scales and colours, and in shape somewhat, bat I know that most 
animals change their appearance at breeding times. I have caught pike, pickerel 
and bass. Pickerel are very scarce in the waters of Lake Superior. 

The Americans come over with their tugs and employ Canadian âshermen. An 
agent of the Booth Company will buy from £eckie of Toronto a lot of nets. These 
nets will be given by this agent to our fishermen, in order that they^may be called 
Canadian nets. The Canadian gets out the license, but all is actually owned by the 
American company, and the fish go into the United States as American fish. 



Mr. JOSEPH GANLEY was duly sworn and examined. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

I am a Canadian; one of the firm of Ainsworth & Ganley, dealers, at Sault Ste. 
Marie, Ont., but ship from Saait Ste. Marie, Michigan. I reside at Collingwood in 
winter and at Sault Ste. Marie in summer. Mr. Ainsworth resided formerly at Gape 
Yincent, State of New York. I am a dealer in fish, and have fished during the past 
22 years. I fish at the Lizard Island, Lake Superior, at Pilot Harbour, Goulais Bay 
and Batchewaning. I use pound-nets and gilUnets ; five pound-nets at Lizard Island ; 
fish with tag at Pilot Harbour. I use 4-inch mesh in the pots, the tunnels are 4}, 
the hearts, 5 inches and leaders 6 inches. My gill-neU» are 4^inoh mesh for white- 
fish and for big trout I use 6inch mesh. 

I use one tug about 80 feet long, 19 feet beam, 58*60 horse power. I use about 
80 boxes of about 600 yards each or 50,000 yards in the water, with about 20 boxes 
or 12,000 yards out of the water drying. This is fished from the tug. We fish six 
sail boats besides, with about 20 boxes each boat of 600 yards, that is 12,000 each, 
otherwise speaking there is between tngand boats in the water at one time 98,000 
yards, or about 56 miles of fishing net. We employ on the tug, all told, ten of a crew, 
and for each sail boat two men and cook for six boats, in all there are twenty-three 
men employed fishing. 

I catch salmon-trout and whitefish in the gill-nets. In pound-nets I catch 
salmon-trout, whitefish, sturgeon and pickerel, Bucket's and other coarse fish. The 
suckers we dump out again and buiy the dead ones. We catch suckers sometimee 
to the number of 3,000 or more. 

Usually whitetish run about 2^ pounds; salmon-trout run about 4 pounds, 
dressed. Sturgeon will run about 25 pounds, dressed. Pickerel will run about 2 
pounds, undressed. For the above fish we pay about 2^ cents per pound in thesum- 
mer, and 3 cents per pound in the fall. We sell the fish in Chicago. Ship them 
direct ourselves. All go by boats. We pay no duty on our fish; they go in as 
American fish, but all are caught in Canada by Canadian fishermen in Canadian 
boats and under Canadian licenses. The actual duty is f of a cent on Canadian fish 
going into the United States, unless got in by some arrangement by which the duty 
is taken off. 

Fish are not as good in the spawning time as at other times; they are softer 
and do not stand transportation as well. Of whitefish there are two kinds. The 
large ones run from 8 to 10 pounds ; the smaller ones about 2^ pounds. The large 
fish are called shoal fish, and the others deep water. The shoal whitefish come on 
the shoals about the 20th of November in water from 1 to 3 feet deep, and lay their 
eggs from the 20th to the last of November, and then go away. 

The deep water or small whitefish spawn in water from 20 to 40 fathoms. They 
come on about the 5th of December and spawn about the 20th of December, they 
then scatter about. 

Of these two kinds of whitefish, the large ones are the most valuable, and will 
bring from 2 to 3 cents per pound more Uian the smaller ones. They are more 
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sought for than the Broall ones. It would be advisable if a hatchery were built to 
use these large whitefish, in stocking it. 

The gill-nets used to fish for the large fish is of H-inoh mesh, for the small ones, 
4|-inch. The small fish are the most numerous, and are the kind we make our 
business out of. 

Salmon-trout are of two kinds— one is called shoal or black trout, and come on 
the shoals and on reefs and on the shore from the 20th to the 25th of September; 
they come to spawn in water from 1 to 3 feet deep, some in the same way as the big 
whitefish. 

These large trout will run from 7 to 9 pounds, dressed. They remain spawning 
until about the 8th of October and leave the shore. These would be the best fish to 
breed in the hatcheries. The other or smaller salmon-trout are called deep water 
or " pot guts." They come in water f^om 25 to 40 fathoms to spawn from the 18th 
to the 28th of November, after this they scatter away. These fish are more numer- 
ous than the others are. It is these that the fishermen depend almost entirely upon 
for their business. These bring 1^ cents per pound more than the larger trout. Tney 
will run from about 2f to 3 pounds, dressed. 

I would recommend a close season for whitefish and salmon-trout, that is for all 
whitefish, and the small deep water trout from November the I5th to the 1st of 
January. 

The large salmon-trout, or rook trout, or black trout, called Mackinaw trout, 
should have no close season, because we cannot catch them in summer, and if we 
cannot catch them in October or November, when they come on the shores to 
spawn, they are no use to us whatever. 

If we got a hatchery here the fishermen should be allowed to catch the large 
whitefish from the 15th of November to the Ist of December. 

Whitefish are scarcer than they were in former times. Salmon-trout are the 
same. We have been killing them off, and there are no means of keeping up the 
suppl}' by hatcheries or otherwise. The fish that spawn on the shoals near the 
shore, fully 95 per cent of the eggs are lost, destroyed by the winds casting them on 
shore, and the suckers eat them up, «nd the eggs laid in the deep water by the 
deep water whitefish and trout, are destroyed by the suckers; the large salmon- 
trout also eat the young fish. 

Over-fishing in certain waters has driven them away. We fished at the Lizard 
Island seven years, and the fish were getting scarcer every year, when we gave up 
the fishing for three years, and then commenced fishing again, and we found fish 
plentiful again; this shows that fish can be caught out of a ground, which if let 
alone for a few years will replenish itself. 

On general principles it is correct to have spawning seasons for the protection 
of fish at spawning time. 

There are enough licenses issued at the present time, if more are issued it will 
be too much for the waters. 

The gill-net is more destructive to the fisheries than the pound-net. In gales 
of wind the gill-nets with the fish in them are ail lost. We have twenty-four gill- 
nets now in the bottom of the lake. Those nets were set over a month ago, and in 
a blow the men were lost going to fish them. These nets would have their average 
catch in them at the time, and fish and all were lost. When you take up a gang of 
gill-nots a number of fish will always be found dead, quite a number of fish bloated, 
and they burst the net, and drop out dead and remain on the bottom till they rot 
away. This is a great cause of fish leaving certain grounds, and has a certain ten- 
dency to destroy a fishery. This does not take place with pound-nets, as the fish 
are all taken out alive, only a few will sometimes be found in the leaders of the 
pound-net, but the quantity which die in the gill-nets and are lost is very great. 

The present size of the gill-net mesh is 4^ inches, and 4 inches in the pot of the 
pound-net; these meshes are large enough, a large mesh would affect us injuriously. 

I caught about 250 tons of fish in 1892 with our gear. This year there 
may be 250 tons. We used a tug in 1893 which allowed us to fish more than in 
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1892 ; of these two-thirds would be trout, next iu quantity would be the small white- 
fish, next would be sturgeon and pickerel. 

Whitefish are the most valuable fish taking them all around, in our waters, and 
therefore should receive the greater care and protection, in order that they may 
be sustained in the fishery. 

We buy fish from about fifteen other fishermen, and also fVom Indian boats. 
Thequantity got in this way would amount to about 100 tons, for which we pay 
about an average of 2} to 3 cents. We collect them at certain stations where they 
deliver them, and we supply them with ice and cars, and men to pack them, and we 
take them, and all our own catch to Chicago, consigned to wholesale dealera, the 
principal one is Messrs. Booth & Company. We could not establish our own agency 
to send fish iu a profitable way, as the other dealers are too strong for us to oom- 
pete with. The trade is all in their hands. 

These dealers say that their own fishermen furnish them with fish in November, 
from their waters, when they cannot get them from Canadian waters. 

It is well known that the Americans fish with their tugs and nets in our waters 
generally, and they fish in our waters in the close seasons, when we are forbidden 
to do so, and they are inclined to laugh at us when they are fishing. With the pro- 
tective powers at hand this illegal fishing by the Americans cannot be stopped, the 
only way is to provide additional means by cruisers to stop this. The present 
system by row and sail boats is quite useless, as no officer can check it by this 
means. These tugs are generally speedy crafts, some of them will run 14 miles an 
hour. 

We complain of the differences of the fee on licenses, it should be universal. 
Now, the fee of $10 for sail-boats, and $50 for tugs in Lake Superior is charged, 
whilst in Georgian Bay and Lake Huron the fee for boats is $5, and $25 for tugs, 
and the season of Lake Superior is shorter by two months than in the other waters, 
and more subject to storms. 

We would not be content to fish with a larger mesh than 4 loches in the pot, 
and I do not think that the men so far down as the Algoma mills would fish with 
less than a 4-incb mesh in the pots. I fish pound-nets in from 35 to 80 feet of water. 
I could fish a pound-net in 100 feet of water. * As between the pound-net and the 
gill-net, if I had to give up one or the other, I would give up the pound-net. The 
gill-net gives a steadier supply offish during the season. We catch on an average 
the same sized fish equally m both nets. The largo whitefish spawn on the shore, 
and the small ones out in deep water, 30 or 40 fathoms. The small whitefish do not 
come where our pound-nets are set. This applies to salmon-trout also. I am 
informed by Mr. Bauset, of Ottawa, that I was not allowed to fish pound -nets around 
the Lizard Islands. My pound-nets are set so that the run offish towards the reefs 
and the islands would not be interfered with and caught. Gill-nets can be fished 
by following the fish, and can be set anywhere. This gives the gill-nets a great 
advantage. If the two kinds of fish which I have describe, which frequent difTei-ent 
depths of water, are found to be the same fish only different in size, I would still 
want to use both pound-nets and gill-nets to catch them ; in which case I would 
enlarge my gill-net mesh accordingly. This will never take place, as the small sized 
whitefish never grow any larger. 

The nearest pound-nets to my nets is fortvsix miles east of mine. To the west, 
the nearest one is eighty miles. The lake is about forty-five miles wide from Lizard 
Island to Whitefish Point. 

We would not be content to fish with a 5-inch mesh in the gill-nets. The 
majority of the fishermen would not fish them. 

We sell in Ohicago to any dealer. I think we could have a better chance if the 
duty was off. On account of Chicago getting fish from Lake Michigan and a large 
portion of Lake Superior, they may not depend on the Canadian supply, yet they 
buy largely from Canadian waters. I do not know of any Canadian agents who buy 
or deal in fish in the United States. The Booth Company, of Chicago, a large 
American Company, are now going to establish their fishery business at Michipicoten, 
on the Canadian side of Lake Superior. 
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It is advisable for the department to pat up a hatchery at this place, as 
the conveniences are very great, and it would greatly please the fishermen and 
improve our fisheries, which now need most careful husbandry to keep them up. 
There is every facility for getting an unlimited supply of eggs of salmon-trout and 
whitefish here. The Corporation would furnish both site and water free. The 
fishermen would supply the eggs gratis. 

Fish under 1^ pounds we sell as No. 2, the difibrence in value is about one- 
eighth less. 



Mr. ANGUS MoLEOD was duly sworn and examined. 
By Mr, Wilmot: 

I am a Scotchman. Live in Sault Ste. Marie. Have fished for the past 7 years 
on Lake Superior. Have fished on the north shore of Lake Superior between Bat- 
chewaning and Otter Head, have an experience of 100 miles or the north shore. I 
use gill-nets wholly, with meshes of 4f and 4^ inches. I use the4^inch mesh for the 
smaller sized whitefish which run fVom 1^ to 2\ pounds when dressed. I believe 
these fish do not grow any larger. They are just the same fish as the lander ones 
only differ slightly in shape. A stranger would not discern the difference, i use the 
4f-inch mesh for the larger whitefish, and salmon-trout. 

I have one sail boat of 33 feet keel, worked by two men, sometimes three. I use 
about 20 boxes of net, each box is 600 yards, in all about 12,000 yards. About one- 
fourth out all the time mending and cleaning; the rest is in the water. I sell my 
fish to the Ainsworth and Ganley Company. One a Canadian, the other an American. 
The Company come for my fish with tugs to the station, where we deliver them. I 
deliver them dressed, and the company packs them in ice and ships them in fish cars 
as fresh fish. We got this year at Pilot Harbour 2^ cents a pound for trout and 2f 
cents for whitefish, this ends my transaction with the company. The usual weight 
and size of whitefish caught is about 2^ pounds and the trout will run about 2f 
pounds each, this is dressed weight. They will run about ^ pound more before 
cleaning. Fish are as good at spawning time as at any other time. Fish are more 
dull and stupid when spawning than at other times. Whitefish come on the shoals 
and shore about the 25th of November to lay their egc^s, and ro back to deep water. 

Salmon-trout come in for this purpose about the 1st of iHovember. They then 
lay their eggs during some ten days, and they go back to deep water, so that I do 
not catch them. Then salmon-trout and whitefish come to the shore at this time 
to lay their eggs. Thev are not found there at any other time of the year. 

Fish may be a little lens numerous here than they were years ago. This may 
be occasioned by catching them and not putting any in 'the water to replace those 
we catch. If hatcheries were established it would be a means of keeping up the 
supply. A fishery will be decreased by our fishing and catching them when spawn- 
ing. A 1^ pound fish is marketable, and brings the same price as the larger ones. 
The proportion of the 1^ pound fish is small indeed, but if caught numerously it 
would injure the fisheiy. 

It is advisable that close seasons should be established to protect fish at their 
spawning times, both in the interests of the country at large, and more particularly 
of the fishermen. 

Any man should be permitted to get a license to fish if he obeys the law 
relating to fisheries. With my net, in 1892, 1 got about 23 tons ; in 1893 about 28 
tons with same boats and same amount of nets. Most fish caught were trout, 
about two-thirds, next wore whitefish. 

Whitefish are the best fish and most valuable, and therefore should receive 
the greatest protection to keep them up in our waters. 

American fishermen, across the narrow neck of the lake, come into our waters 
during close season and take our fish while we are prohibited by our laws. This 
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sbould be stopped as it is a great wrong inflicted upon us. Every effort should be 
made to stop this unlawful and harassing work by the Americans. 

By Mr. Harris : 

The large whitefish will not gill in our gill-nets, but they will go into the 
pound-nets. These fish will run from 8 to 14 pounds, the largest one I have seen is 
18 pounds. The smallest of these big run or whitefish would be about 6 pounds. 
Have seen lots smaller, but cannot say that they were the same fish. These large 
fish and the smaller ones are the same fish. When the two kinds get to be about 
the same size, that is about 9 pounds, no one can tell whether they belong to the big 
sized fish or the smaller sized fish. 

I would like to see the American plan of fishing at any time and in any way 
introduced, and if we had hatcheries we could keep up the supply. 

It is unfair to our fishermen in Lake Superior to pay $10.00 for our gill-net 
license when the Greorgian Bay and Lake Huron fishermen pay only $5.00. The 
license should be equal. 

I cannot pay for twine and carry on my fishing with 6,000 yards of net. It is 
too little, neither could I fish with any profit with a 5-inch mesh. 

In explanation to my statement that when trout spawn from the 1st to the 10th 
of November, I meant the deep water siscoe trout at the time. The big salmon- 
trout come on the shore the last ten days of November to spawn. The American 
Government send men to collect eggs from the fish on the Canadian side. I saw 
them getting eggs about the 15th of October, but the eggs are not ripe then. They 
stayed there about ten days. He got a few salmon-trout eggs, he had no permission 
to do this, he got them from my fishery and tx»kthem away. The fish were caught 
on my ground. The Americans stripped the fish and carried the eggs away. 



Mr. JAMBS GAEEATT was duly sworn and examined. 
By Mr. Wtlmot : 

I am a Canadian ; I reside at Sault Ste. Marie; am a fisherman f I have fished 
on Lakes Superior, Huron and Michigan for the past thirteen years; also on Baie de 
Chaleur. I nave fished for the past eight years m Lake Superior. 

I fished on the north shore of Lake Superior, from Micmipicoten to Otter Head^ 
I used gill-nets of 45 or 50 twine, mesh 4^ inches. Have used a larger mesh of & 
inches. I brought the 5-inch mesh net from Lake Huron. This mesh did not 
answer. The Lake Superior men were using the 4^-inch mesh. The fish were » 
little smaller in Lake Superior than Lake Huron. 

I caught whitefish and trout. The usual size of whitefish, 2^ pounds. Trout 
ran up to 2f to 3 pounds, both dressed. I sold my fish to S. H. Davis & Co.,. 
Plummer & Co., and Ainsworth & Ganley. All the dealers come to my station for 
them with their tugs, and pay from If to 2^ cents per pound for both kinds of fish, 
dressed. Since the competition arose between these dealers I got 2^ cents per 
pound, all round, dressed. The only company now buying here is Ainsworth k 
Ganley. Ainsworth lives on the American side all the time, and Ganley lives both 
on the Canadian and American sides. Their headquarters for business is at Saalt 
Ste. Marie, on the American side. The fish are generally packed when bought {torn 
the fishermens' stations, put in the fish cars, iced, and carried to the American side 
of Sault Ste. Mario. There is a Canadian company dealing in fish on the Canadian 
side, but they do not come up to where I fish. I never noticed anydiffei'ence in the 
quality offish when spawning from any other time. 

Whitefish come on the reefs and shoals to spawn about the 20th of November. 
Some earlier, some later. They remain spawning about two weeks, then go out to 
deep water. 
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Salmon-troat begin to oome io to spawn about the same time as whitefisb. But 
there is a larger kind called rock tront, which come in earlier than the others 
referred to. 

The whitefish and salmon-trout come to the shoals and shore only for spawning 
purpo'^es. They do not remain long. We don't catch them there except in the falL 

Fish are not as plentiful now as when I first began to fish. When I left off 
fishing in 1884 on Lake Huron, at Alpena, the fish were very scarce from so many 
tUffs and boats fishing. I then came to Lake Michigan, and fished there two and a 
half jrears, when the fish got pretty well cleaned out. I then came up to Lake 
Superior, on the Canadian side, where I have been fishing since. 1 found pretty 
good fishing, and did pretty well, and since then, the fishing in the summer has 
mllen off considerably, but not so much in the fall, as the fish come closer together 
in smaller compass in the fall, as they are then on the reefs and shoals spawning. 

The cause of the falling off at Alpena, was the fishing by numerous tugs and 
nets, and no protection offish at the spawning time; no regulation in regai'd to size 
of meshes, and the fish became almost fished oat. The tugs and fishermen left there 
and went to. Lake Michigan, and we all came up to Lake Superior to try our luok. 

If the same over-fishing at all times is done in Lake Superior, the same falling 
off in the fisheries must follow. 

The way to keep the fisheries up is to have proper close seasons, to have 
hatcheries, and to keep to a proper sized mesh, which should not be less than 4^ 
inches for gill-nets. 

I know nothing of pound-nets as compared with gill-nets. 

I use one boat, thirty feet keel, worked by two men. I use about twenty nets 
of 600 yards each, in all about 12,000 yards. I keep the whole of this net in the 
water, except to lift up fish, and mend. I set my nets as early as the ice will let 
me. I fish right on till the close season. With about two nets less in 1892, 1 got 
about 26 tons; in 1893, with twenty nets got 29 tons. Whitefish were the most^ 
the trout next; the whitefish overrun the trout by 5 or 6 tons in the season. White- 
fish are the most valuable fish for the fishermen. 

From what I have heard since the hatchery was established at Alpena, the 
fisheries are showing better than when I was there. For this reason I would recom- 
mend a hatchery for this place. 



Mr. JOSEPH WILSON was duly sworn and examined. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

I reside at Sault Ste. Marie since 1843. Have been fishery overaeer for upwarçte 
of twenty-five years, now retired fi'om sei-vice; have been Customs officer also dur- 
ing the past forty-three years ; am intimately acquainted with the fisheries here 
generally; have always taken a great interest in the protection and preservation of 
the fisheries. 

The nets used in former years were gill-nets of about 4]^ to 5-inches mesh, 
extension measure, these were the Hudson Bay nets, and fishing was then com- 
mon, without any law or restriction. When I received the appointment f^*om the 
department, regulaiions were then established and put in force, only gill-nets werc^ 
used, no pound-nets then. Whitefish and trout were the only fish then sought for. 
These fish were numerous then. The Hudson Bay Company would bring down at 
times as many as 500 barrels of these fish salted, each barrel of 300 pounds. Fish 
oonld be taken then everywhere, and in every manner easily. The whitefish i*aQ 
in those days f^om 8 to 20 pounds. Salmon-trout from 12 to 24 pounds. This 
sized fish prevailed at that time. 

The market at that time was wholly on the American side. The demand w^ 
not great at that time; if it had been, an unlimited supply could have been obtained. 
Fish were sold at about t6 per barrel, full weight. 
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When T left the office, now two or three yeara ago, there was a great change in 
the state of the fisheries; the fishing had become very extensive; the fisherçien, 
and the fishing gear, in the wav of improved boats and nets, had grown wonderfully. 
The fisheries in Georgian Bay nave been injured by over-fishing, with too many nets, 
boats, &c. As much as 500 miles of net were used there. The use of the small 
thread gill-nets came into play, which was more destructive than the former larger 
twine. The pound-nets were indiscriminately used in Lake Huron und Georgian 
Bay. The meshes in the pots were all small. There were no regulations as to size. 
Illegal fishing was carried on in some cases. Where there were ten nets duly 
licensed they would fish double the number or more; this came under my observa- 
tion, more particularly on the north side of Manitouiin Island, between Clapperton 
Island and Little Current. This excessive fishing was carried on by C.W.Gauthier, 
fi*om whom I seized more than double the number of nets he had license for. These 
were pound-nets. I brought these nets with tugs up to the Sault, with the view of 
selling them as they were confiscated. Mr. Bauset, then the acting officer in the 
department, took special objection to me for seizing these nets, and accused me of 
taking too severe action against Grauthier. This officer then ordered me to return 
these nets to Gauthier, upon the latter simply P&yii^g the expenses of the seizure. 
The consequence was Mr. Gauthier commenced fishing there ^again. This gave a 
general latitude to fish illegally, and to violate the fishery laws by all fishermen 
when they saw this return of illegal nets by authority from the department; my 
authority was taken away from me on the score of protection, and my usefulness 
was done with from that dale. The consequence ha8 been that the fisheries have 
suffered most severely ever since. When this tampering with the regulations was 
known and permitted by the department, it was taken advantage of throughout my 
division. 

The close season for whitefish to preserve them properly should be during the 
month of November, and that for salmon-trout should oe earlier, commencing in 
October. 

There should be close seasons for all kinds of fish at their spawning times, and 
it should be enforced against the Indian as well as the white man. The killing of 
the parent fish at this time means extermination of the fisheries sooner or later. 
Fish when spawni'ïig should not be used, as thoy are in an unfit state as wholesome 
food, the fiesh is deteriorated, they become soft and flabby, they do not cure well, 
they are, in fact, quite unmarketable as compared with other times. I think it most 
imperative to preserve the present declining fisbei'ies, that the close season 
should be thoroughly enforced^ and that the nets should have a sufficiently large 
mesh as not to allow the small and immature fish to be taken, and that excessive and 
over-fishing should be stopped by reducing the number of licenses and the quantity 
of yards of net now used. This is causing great destruction to the fisheries. To re- 
cuperate the present state of the fisheries the above statements and conditions should 
be immediately enforced. 

By Mr. Harris : 

If the fishermen could fish their nets anywhere they liked the whole 500 miles 
would be covered with nets. Wherever the fishermen found the fish, there they all 
went in a body with their nets to catch them, this was in the Georgian Bay. Li- 
censes were then issued in Lake Huron and Georgian Bay without any limit to 
quantity of yards of nets, nor size of mesh. The Greorgian Bay fishermen fished 
wherever they pleased. 

It is much easier to watch pound-nets, than gill-nets, any competent overseer 
should be able to watch pound -nets and prevent illegal fishing. It is very difficult 
to watch gill-nets. Pound-nets take all fish, coarse and better kinds. Pike and 
pickerel will feed on the young of all kinds of fish. The rough fish should be caught 
as well as the finer kinds, this would be beneficial to the fisheries. If the American 
can furnish twine he will do so, if he can better himself. If the Canadian could do 
it without the American, be would do so. The Canadian fisherman as a general rule 
cannot afford to send his fish to the American market unless he fishes upon a large 
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scale, or is under the wink of American capitalists. The Américains have done the 
carrying trade as well as furnished the supplies to Canadian fishermen. 

To regulate our fisheries and keep pace with the Americans, an export duty 
should be pat upon the American capital taking the fish out of the country, as at 
the present time the Americans draw the greatest benefits from our fisheries, they 
make us pay a duty, and we should make them pay it also until they allow free 
traffic in fish into their country. Speckled trout should be prohibited from going 
out of the country altogether. 



Mr. WILLIAM McLEOD was duly sworu and examined. 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

I am a Scotchman, I live at Sault Ste. Marie. I have been a fisherman for 
some twenty years. Have fished in lakes Huron and Superior/ My particular 
limit has been at Pilot harbour for the past two years. 

I use gill-nets wholly of 4}-inch mesh, have never fished a less mesh, and have 
found it answer my purpose, and I do as well with it as those that fish a 4^inch 
mesh. This mesh catches a smaller fish and it is harder on the fishery. I think 
a 5'inch mesh is too large, as it would cripple me a good deal in my present catch. 
I use No. 50 three-cord twine. I tan my nets about once a month to keep them 
from rotting. This webb costs S2.10 per pound. In the 4^inch mesh No. 45 and 
50 and 60 two coi*d. The No. 3 cord 50, is the right cord to catch the larger fibh 
and will last longer than No. 2 cord 50. The finer cords, such as No. 60 tv^o coixl 
ma^ be more killing and likely to catch smaller fish, and the No. 2 45 and 50 is more 
killing, that is for the smaller fish. The very fine twine. No. 2 40, 50 and 60 neces- 
sarily becomes more killing as it is 80 much finer, and is therefore more likely to 
overfish a fishery. The finer the twine the greater killing power it has, and if to 
the finer twine is added a smaller mesh it seriously affects a fishery. I am content 
to fish with a 4f-inch mesh with No. 50 three coi*d twine, and I think it answers for 
genei*al purposes for the present fishermen. I catch whitefish and trout. The 
usual size of my whitefish will average 2^ pounds dressed, and the salmon-trout 
will average 2f pounds dressed, but the large rock trout, which come in September 
and Octol^r, will run up to an average of 7 pounds. They are the large spawning 
fish, and are only taken when they are on the shoals in these months. They come 
right on the beach on the shore on the rocky bottom. These are the trout which 
are called by various names, such as rock trout, black trout, red trout, yellow fins, 
mochers. These mochers are what may be called the overgrown ones of the trout 
race, running up to 30, 40 and 45 pounds, these are the giants of their race and are 
caught in the summer time in twenty and thirty fathoms and more. They gener- 
ally follow the whitefish runs. 

I sell all my fish for about 2^ cents per pound. These large black or rock trout 
do not bring as much by half a cent.. They are only caught late in the fall when 
coming in to spawn. 

I sell my nsh to Ainsworth and Ganley at a fishing station, when they bring 
their tugs to carry away fish. They ice and pack the fish in fish cars, and pay us 
the prices mentioned on delivery at the station. This company take their fish direct 
to the American Sault and ship to different cities in the United States. 

Fish are not in as good condition at the spawning time as earlier, they are 
softer, and they sour sooner, and do not carry as well. 

Whitefish come in from the deep water about the 18th of November, and keep 
laying their eggs till the end of the month. Salmon-trout come on the shoals from 
the 25th of September to the middle of October, and later sometimes, they come to 
lay their eggs and then go away again. In Southampton, Lake Huron, they remain 
in till early in November to spawn. 
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Whitefish and salmon-tioat only come in from deep water to lay their eggs, 
flernng are here in considerable numbers, they are not caught, as there is not at 
present any market for them. Do not know when they spawn. 

Salmon-ti'out and whitefish have fallen off largely both in Lake Horon. and in 
Lake Superior during my time of fishing, and whitefish have fallen off in a mach 
greater degree than salmon-trout. The cause of the great falling off I attribute to 
excessive fishing which has been practiced by using too many nets, too many boats, 
and impi*ovement8 in fishing gear and expertness in fishing the water, using finer 
twine and nets of all kinds. Greater catching ie made to supply the great demand 
in the market for fish, particularly by the American dealers, and if not stayed will 
reach such a point very soon, as to ruin the fishing trade for the fishermen. The 
remedies to prevent this total destruction will be the enforcement of the pi*oper 
close seasons, regulation of the meshes of the nets to a proper size, and genenuly 
give greater guardianship to the fisheries, and establish hatcheries to help the natural 
reproduction of fish, in my experience as a fisherman, if this is not done, and 
quickly too, the waters will soon be fished out. Leases of fishing-grounds should 
not be given, but licenses should bo given to any fisherman wanting to fish, but he 
should be a British subject and resident fisherman in the county or district in which 
he intends to fish. It is not right to allow American dealers or American com- 
panies to come into our country and hire our fishermen to take out licenses for them 
in order to secure the fish so caught. Ko license should be granted to the fishermen 
if they should work in this underhand way to benefit the American dealers. Our 
fishermen may sell their fish as much as they like, but to sell themselves, and the 
Government licenses to benefit the American dealers should not be allowed if possible 
to prevent it. This system, I have no doubt, has been carried on, and some of the 
day's labour fishermen act under it to the disadvantage of the regular resident fisher- 
man, who depends upon his fishing for his living and the support of his family. 

I use one boat 34 feet keel, and employ two men, and fish fifteen boxes of net 
this year of 600 yards, in all, about 9,000 yards. I keep them in the water during 
the tishing season, only taking the nets out to clean and tan. In 1892 I fished about 
twenty-five boxes of 600 yards, or 15,000 yards, which took about twenty-three tons 
of fish, and 1893 about fifteen tons. Salmon would be in the greatest numbers, 
about two-thirds, and whitefish the other third. 

I would recommend that the present quantity of nets should not be reduced, 
and that two men boats should be allowed to fish up to 10,000 yards of net. That a 
thi*ee men boat should be allowed to fish 15,000 yards, and that a tug should not 
exceed 25,000 yai*ds, and the fees for all licenses should be equal. Our fees are 
SIO.OO for a boat ; in the Georgian Bay the fee is onlv $5.00. The roosh of the nets 
if changed from the present size, should not be made to exceed 4f inches. There 
should be a hatchery built here to help the fisheries. 

By Mr. Harris : 

These large mocher trout are not caught in the pound-nets but the ordinary 
large black trout are. I cannot say how you could get nold of or find out the per- 
sons who work into the hands of the Americans in the way of getting licenses from 
the department. 



Mr. THOMAS H. TBBTHBWA Y was duly sworn and examined. 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

I am an Englishman. Beside at Mamaise, Algoma. I am a mining engineer, 
have been sailing the lakes for many years and conversant with the fisheries gener- 
ally since 1H65, 

I know gill-nets to. measure 4| inches in the mesh, if actually kept up to it it 
is about the right thing. 
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Sturgeon, pickerel, wbitefish, and trout are the principal commercial fislu 
Whitefish will stand first, nezt trout, then sturgeon and pickerel. Fish are almost 
all sold to American dealera. The current price paid to fishermen is from 2 to 3 
cents. 

American boatfi come and take the fish away to Duluth from Port Arthur. Fish 
from the east end of the lake are generally «shipped by steamers to Sault Ste. Marie. 
Boats are both American and Canadian. Fish are not as good for the table or any 
other purpose at spawning time as at other times, they are more soft and flabby. 
Whitefish approach, and come on the shores during the month of November to lay 
their eggs, some earlier, some will come in in October. 

Salmon-trout come in for the same purpose about the 15th of October ; these 
are called red trout, somewhat larger than the ordinary trout. The colouring is 
somewhat different in appearance. They are nevertheless the true salmon-trout. 
These fish five good trolling sport, have known as many as 50 and 60 caught in one 
day before breakfast, this was at Jarvis Island, about 30 miles west of Port Arthur. 
They are not near as numerous as they were. It would be almost impossible to 
catch these fish now, they are getting less all the while. 

There was a time, about 1880, when salmon-trout and whitefish were so numerous, 
that they could be caught with half a net near the shore. With two or three of 
these pieces, it was usual to catch 400 or 500 pounds at a lift. At the present time 
they have to go miles farther out, with a great deal more net, and get a much less 
quantity of fish. Fish, generally speaking, throughout the north shore of Lake 
Superior, are veiy much less in quantity than they were some years ago ; even with 
the increased quantity of nets, and with more fishing now carried on. Fish have 
all fallen off very much, caused largely by the use of the small meshed nets in 

found, and gill-nets, until of late when the size of the meshes have been increased, 
t is most injurious to the fisheries to allow the young and immature fish to be killed. 
I have seen many hundreds of tons of these young fish caught and thrown away at 
the docks, and on the shores. These decaying fish are veiy injurious to the fisheries. 
It pollutes the water to such an extent that it was difficult to got good water to 
drink at some of the dockn. The dead fish were stinking all along the shores. 
OfSàl was also dumped from the boats when cleaning fish. I have seen this done 
myself, and another cause has been the habit of killing fish at the spawning time. 
This is most injurious and most ruinous to the fisheiy. This custom is largely 
followed on the American side, where they do not protect fish by close season. 

As an illustration, I was coming over the lake on the 6th instant, on a Canadian 
boat which was carrying the fishermen and their apparatus to be put away for the 
winter ; and, close to thé boundary on the American side, the American fishermen 
were busily engaged in fishing without any hindrance whatever, with two» large tugs 
with their rigs. It is most desirable that some joint action should be made between 
the two countries for regulations as to the meshes to be used and the close season 
to be observed. It would be advisable to have some of the waters reserved wholly 
from fishing during the whole season, that is the whole year, excepting during the 
winter months, when fishermen might find fish for the markets ; the summer being 
reserved for breeding and feeding purposes and growth. These places on Lake 
Superior would be Thunder Bay, part of Nepigon Bay, Batchewana Bay, and Gallows 
Bays. If these bays were so set aside it would be found to be greatly in the inter< 
ests of the fishermen, and would sustain the fisheries for the present and the 
friture, whereas at present from the over-fishing in those parts the nsh have become 
very scarce. 

It is unfair that the former leases should be taken from some fishermen after 
they have occupied the ground so long and lived and fished there. Licenses are 
now granted only to these fishermen. These lessees had at that time exclusive 
rights against all others to fish within these limits. There are not many of them, 
but it is a grievance to dispossess them after occupying the grounds from ten to 
forty years. 

Our Mining Company leased in this way the Silver Inlet fisheries, not to fish 
}t^ biit to protect it against other fishermen. My statements are based upon obser- 
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vations made by myself when travelling np and down and around the lakes, when I 
have seen the matters referred to plainly, and I am quite satisfied that the time has 
oome to put a stop to this improper work, otherwise our fisheries must soon come to 
an end. 

1 am also impressed with the importance of establishing hatcheries to assist 
nature in sustaining our fisheries. 

To protect this large expanse of fishing water the inspector should be pix)vided 
with the necessary means to do so. The use of sail boats alone are not sufficient, but 
more speedy means of covering the fishing grounds should be had in the way of 
steam power. It is impossible for an officer to cover this large fishing area. It has 
been the habit for illegal fishing to be carried on at one place while the officer would 
be in another carrying out his duties. 

By Mr. Harris: 

I have been very much among the fishermen since 1865 ; watched their opera- 
tions; in fact, could not help but do so. Some of the fishermen have evinced a desire 
to protect the fish, especially the resident fishermen. A portion have no other object 
than to catch all they can irrespective of consequences. 

There are two kinds of whitefish; one is smaller, one is larger. They are quite 
different, as between two grades of cattle; that is. as between an Ayrshire and a 
Devon cow ; do not know whether the two kinds oi whiiefish will breed together or 
not. The larger come in and spawn earlier in the season and breed together. The 
smaller kind breed together later in the season ; they breed in shallow water from 3 
to 12 feet; I know that myself. I have seen no distinctive difference in either of 
these fish when young; could not recognize any difference, not having paid special 
attention. The small kind run from 2^ to 5 pounds, the larger ones from 5 to 16 
pounds. I do not know what becomes of the young of these large whitefish when 
they are about 2 to 2^ pounds. 

I mean by winter months, January, February, March and part of April. This 
would be the time in which the fish could be taken on the suggested re8ei*ved 
grounds. The fish to be caught then would be whitefish, trout and all kinds. These 
reserved grounds would have pickerel, perch, pike, suckers, and general run of coarse 
fish, besides the salmon-trout and whitefish. The coarse fish live on the young of 
other fish ; whitefish, I think, do not. Sturgeon and suckers are spawn-eatei*s, but 
not eaters of young fish. All fish may be caught du ring the win ter on these reserved 
grounds; the grounds referred to are breeding-grounds as well as feeding-grounds. 



Mr. JAMES GAULKY was duly sworn and examined. 

By Mr. Wilmot : 

I am a Canadian ; I reside at Sault Ste. Marie; I have been a fisherman for the 
past 15 years ; I have fished Georgian Bay, North Channel and Lake Superior. 

I fiHh under a license for Lake Superior ; I fish gill-nets; si ^.e of mesh, 4^ inches ; 
I have fished a 5-inch mesh in Lake Superior for the large trout in the fall ; I use a 
4^inch mesh at Lizard Island for whitefish and trout, principally the smaller or 
deep-water trout. I sell my fish to Ainsworth & Ganley, at my station, about 80 
miles up; they call in their tugs for them, pack them in ice and put in cars; I get 3 
cents a pound all round for dressed fish ; the fish go to the Sault, then to Chicago, 
Cleveland, Port Huron and Buffalo. When the large or rock trout come in late in 
the fall, there is a small reduction in the value, only getting for them from 2\ to 2^ 
cents per pound; the larger the fish the less the price; these fish do not sell as well 
in the market ; the entrails, spawn, head and other parts are greater in the large 
fish, and consequently we lose more. 

At the spawning time fish are always softer and clammier than at other times; 
they sour much quicker; in fact, they are not in as good condition before as after 
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spawning; whitefish first come in about the 20th of November and seek their spawn- 
ing grounds and lay their eggs up to the 10th of December, and then leave for deep 
water. These fish, however, are not caught in the summer months; they are by far 
the largest fish, running from 5 to 12 pounds ; average, about 7 pounds. 

The other, smaller, whitefish come in about the middle of December and lay 
their eggs during a couple of weeks, when they go off the shore. 

Salmon-trout or black trout, begin to come to the shores at Lizard Island about 
the 25th of October and lay their eggs from that time till about the 5th of Novem 
her, they then go away and we don't see them in the summer months, not unti- 
the following autumn again. Salmon-trout, the smaller kind, begin to come froml 
deep water about the 18th of December and lay their eggs till the end of the month 
then they go away and we catch them during the summer months in the greatest 
numbers. 

All these fish, salmon-trout and whitefish come out of the deeper water to 
spawn as above described. These fish are not caught on their spawning grounds at 
any other time. 

Herring are abundant. We do not use them or catch them. Pickerel spawn 
in the spring. Fish have fallen off in these waters to a great extent, both salmon- 
trout and whitefish. The grounds are over-fished to supply the great demand for 
fish. This would be one of the causes for falling off. 

The fish eggs are largely consumed by other fibh. This, with too much fishing 
has brought down the standard of fish here. There should be close seasons to 
protect fish at the spawning time, and there should be hatcheries to assist the 
natural production. This would be a good situation for a hatchery. Eggs could 
easily be got here, the fishermen would give them free, the best of water could be 
had here, and the town has offered a free site for the building. 

Licenses might be issued to any extent if this additional fostering were 
allowed. 

I use three boats and pay $10 for a license for each boat, about 30 feet keels, 
two men to each boat, and use about 12,000 yards of net to each boat. I keep all 
this net in the water from the beginning to the end of tbe season, except when 
lifting them up with the fish, mending and cleaning, this is done about once a month. 
I would suggest that the licenses granted be the same for us as to those fishing in 
the Georgian Bay, namely $5.00, and the mesh continued at 4^ inches, and the close 
season to run from the 15th of November until the end of the month. 



Mr. MICHAEL NEVILLE was duly sworn and examined. 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

I am an Irishman, I live at the Sault, I have been a fisherman for the past ten 
years in Georgian Bay, and Lake Superior. I have fished, principally m Lake 
Superior, for the past eight years, principally at Lizard Island, on my own account. 
I fish with gill-nots of 4^ and 4{-inch mesh. The smaller mesh is mostly used in 
the summer months to catch whitefish, and smaller salmon-trout. I use both meshes 
also in the fall. I catch whitefish and trout and sell them at an average of 2^ 
cents per pound. We cannot get as much for the large fall trout called shoal trout, 
(black trout) as we do for the others. I get about 2 to 2^ cents for these, they are 
not as saleable as the others. This is all lor dressed fish. Average weight of shoal 
trout is about 7 pounds, the small or summer trout about 2^ pounds. The average of 
whitefish is about 2} pounds all dressed. 

When cleaning the large salmon-trout and whitefish they are full of eggs, some 
ready to lay, som^are hard, some are soft. This would be from the 25th of Sep- 
tember till the middle of October. On opening the whitefish we find them full of 
eggs and ripen from the 25th of November to the 15th of December, this is the large 
whitefish. In the smaller whitefish the eggs are ripe in them from the 1st to the 
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20th of December. These dates would show as neai'ly as possible the time in which 
the fish lay theli* eggs. 

Herring are very plentifal, but we don't fish for them. I do not know when 
thoy lay their eggs. 

Fish Were pretty plentiful when I first began to fish in the Georgian Bay, but 
when I left there, they were getting very scarce. I then came up here. When I 
fished here first, the fish were about double the quantity they are now. The fish 
have also fallen off in size. This applies to salmon-trout, and whitefish both. Then 
15 boxes of net were used, now we have to use 20 and get no more fish, and it won't 
pay now even with that increased quantity of nets. We used then 4^ to 4|-inch 
mesh nets, and we now use 4$. 

The increased fishing with too many nets has brought down the supply; the 

freater demand in the markets here caused greater exertions to be made by the 
shermen to catch the fish, and no supply has been put in the water to keep them 
up, fishery protection is therefore demanded, and we want hatcheries also to keep 
up the natural production. 

The pound-net fish are generally alive when taken out, but it is generally set 
in shallow water which is warmer, and they are therefore softer, and won't stand 
the carrying as well. Gill-nets will sometimes lose some fish as fresh fish, but they 
«an be salted and sold as well There is a certain amount of the gill-net fish which 
die and have to be put in the gut-tubs. This is more particularly at stormy times 
in September and October. 

1 use one boat. License $10.00. Size 30 feet keel. Two men work it. I use 
about 18 boxes of nets of 600 yards, in all 10,800. Fish all of them throu|;h the 
whole season, except when cleaning, tanning, etc. We have to tan them once a 
month. 

I caught about 17 tons this year. I was not fishing in 1892 here. I fished at 
Squaw Island, Georgian Bay, in 1890 and 1892. Our license should be reduced to 
$5.00, the same as Georgian Bay. The mesh should be 4^ inches, and the close 
season should be only 15 days with the same amount of nets we now use. 

By Mr. Harris : 

I fished in Georgian Bay, Byng Inlet, in 1883 and 1884, then left to come up 
here. 



Mr. FEANK SCOTT was duly sworn and examined. 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

I am a Canadian. I live at the Sault. I have been a fisherman for the past 
20 years. Have fished in Georgian Bay, and Lake Superior. Also Lake Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. I fished at Otter Head in 1893. I fished with gill-nets of 4|^-iuch mesh. 
In former years I have used 5-inch mesh, but since I have found out that 4^ will 
•catch more fish but smaller fish. 

A whitefish of 1^ pounds and more will readily pass through a 4^inch mesh, 
any larger than that would be caught. 

A salmon-trout of 1^ pounds would pass through a 4^inch mesh in the nets 
and whitefish of same weight. I have sold my fish lately to Ainsworth and Ganley. 
Thoy take them at the station where I deliver ray fish. They pack and ice them 
at their expense, and they pay me 2^ cents for whitefish and from 2 to 2^ cents for 
trout all dressed. They take them away with their tugs to the American Sault 
They are the principal dealers here. The female fish are not in as good condition 
when spawning as at other times. They are somewhat softer and more slimy, this 
applies to all fish at the breeding time. V 

Whitefish generally come in from the 18th to the 20th of November, and 
remain until the 10th or 12th of December, and then go away. They are then done 
spawning. They go away, and we do not catch them till spring. 
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SalmoQ-trout usually oome on the shores and reefs, and begin to spawn about 
the 5th of October, and keep on for about three weeks. They then go off to deep 
water again. In fact salmon-^trout and whitefish only come on the shores and shal- 
lows at the above time for spawning purposes, as they are not found there at other 
times. In each of the above cases whitefish and salmon-trout may spawn a little 
earlier or a little later. 

Herring are very thick, but we do not fish for them ; there is no market. I do 
not know when they spawn. Fish have generally fallen off quite a lot in my expé- 
rience. About twenty years ago fish were much more abundant ; we could earn 
better wages and more money with half the amount of nets then, than we use now. 
This applies particularly to salmon-troat and whitefish. We then fished with 4f and 
as high as 5-inch mesh, with only about half the amount of net that we do now, and 
on an average the fish put on the market then were larger than now. There was 
not so large a fresh fish market then, a good many were salted. 

I assign as the causes of the falling oft' of the fisheries, that they have been 
oaugbt too numerously, more than the fish could keep up by natural reproduction. 
Too much fishing — too many nets and fishing through the whole spawning time. In 
fact they were not protected to any extent till of late, the consequence is that we 
now feel the reduced catch very severely. There should be some means instituted 
to resuscitate these fisheries if possible to do so. To have proper close seasons, for 
the spawning of fish, thoroQghly kept. Illegal fishing of all kinds should be pre- 
vented. Proper sized meshes in nets should be enforced. The natural methods of 
producing should be aided by hatcheries and artificial means. If this was carried 
out, it is most probable that our fisheries might again be brought into a satisfactory 
position for the fishermen. An effort should be made to induce the Americans to 
keep close seasons, and protect the lake fisheries like ourselves. 

I use one boat of 30 feet, and employ two men, and fish with about eighteen 
boxes of nets, making about 10,800 yards, which I keep in the water through the 
fishing season, except when washing and tanning, which takes about one day in a 
month. 

By Mr. Barris : 

The 4j^inch mesh will catch more weight than the 5-inch in an average lift. 
The difference would be about ^ more. I get the same price for large and small fish. 
The large sized trout do not sell as well as the smaller ones, particularly those 
taken late in the fall. Salmon-trout and whitefish come on the shores to spawn, not 
to feed. We fish for these fish on the shoals sometimes about three miles out or 
more. These fish are there to spawn. In the summer months, we fish away out in 
the deep water. If the 5-inch mesh were established, it would so effect us, that we 
would have to give it up, as we can barely live now by using the 4J. It won't be 
very long, if the fisheries go on decreasing as it has, before we will have to go some- 
where else. 



Mr. JAMES GLANYILLB, was duly sworn and examined. 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

I am a Canadian. I reside at Thessalon. I am a fisherman. I have fished for 
two years on French Island in the North Channel. I fish at French Island about 
85 miles below the Sault. I use pound-nets with mesh of 4 inches in the pot, tunnel 5 
inchcv-t, and leaders 6 and 7. All No. 15 or 16 twine. The pots are generally 28 
to 30 feet square. I catch sturgeon, whitefish, trout, pickerel, a few bass, suckers 
and mullet, pike now and then. I sell my fish to the firm of Noble Brothers, at 
Newport. These are the only buyers. But the firm of Davis & Co., of Detroit, also 
operated here last season. Keeves and his company were associated with the Buffalo 
Uompany this season. The usual price for sturgeon is 3 cents per pound dressed, 
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whitefish, trout and pickerel 3} cents dressed, except pickerel. The Noble Brothei*s 
come to my camp for all fish. When delivered at the camp I had nothing more to 
do with them. This company ships to the Buffalo Company, in the United States. 
I do not notice much difference in the quality of fish at any time. When spawning 
they are softer and flabby and not so good. 

Whitefish come on their spawning grounds from deep water the beginning of 
November, and spawn through this month, after this they leave for the deep water. 
Some fishing has been done in November by some fishermen, but not by me, and the 
catches then are the largest of any. Whitefish are thickest and more easily taken 
in November as they get closer together for spawning purposes. 

Salmon-trout come on earlier, beginning about the middle of October. They 
come on the rocky bottoms where it is honeycombed, there they lay their eggs. 
They mostly lay their eggs at the end of October. They then leave for deep water. 
There are reefs far out in the bay where they may spawn in 6 or 6 fathoms of water, 
but when they come on the shores, very often only a short distance from shore in 
from 3 to 4 feet of water. The trout are called by some rock trout, salmon-trout 
and black trout. They are all the same. Those that spawn outside, and on the 
shore are the same. They look alike, although trout differ considerably in colour 
and appearance, sometimes some are whiter, sometimes more speckled, all are, how- 
ever, termed the salmon-trout. 

Herring, I do not catch any ; pickerel spawn in the spring, get through about 
the 1st of May ; bass I do not know. 

No bullheads, but I get some channel cats, these will run from 6 to 10 pounds 
each. They sell at the same price as sturgeon. Salmon-trout, and whitefish 
always come out of the deep water in the fall of the year to spawn. They come in 

freater quantities in October and November than at any other time. That white- 
sh have fallen off is the general statement of the fishermen. My experience being 
only for the last two years, I cannot give a proper opinion of it. The general im- 

fression is that whitefish have fallen off. I cannot say anything about the trout, 
caught more whitefish in, 1898 than in 1892, but I had four nets in 1893 and only two 
in 1892, but the proportion was about the same. The general impression of the 
cause of the falling off of the fish is, that it has been brought about by the use of too 
small meshes in the pots formerly. Some were as small as a 2-inch mesh. Some of 
the fishermen, Gauthier for instance, would catch everything large and small, and 
the small fish would be carried off in hand barrows and thrown away. This infor- 
mation was obtained from my fisherman who formerly worked with Gauthier and 
Beeves. It is injurious to the fisheries to catch fish at the spawning time, and no 
doubt this was practiced formerly, even when the close time was only ten davs, then 
they were allowed to fish after the ten days. It was more than injurious, l>ecause 
the fish would then be spawning, and this would naturally affect the fisheries. Bark 
and the soft wood on thé logs which has been found to be very plentiful in the water 
since the exportation of saw-logs has taken place, is injurious. This stuff rubs off 
by the motion of the logs while being towed across the bay to the United States, or 
elsewhere, or even fVom the rivers when brought down to our own mills. The rafts 
are very large, and great damage is done to the meshes of the nets. This is very 
injurious to the fisheries and clings to the meshes of the netn. It is much more 
injurious to gill-nets than pound-nets. If these logs are allowed to be towed over 
our waters, this difficulty will increase, and the prospects for any improvement in 
the fisheries will not be very encouraging to the fishermen. If the present fishing 
laws had been in the past carried out as fully as they have been in the past two sea- 
sons, and the evils spoken of regarding small meshes, and the saw log difficulty were 
overcome, then fishermen would become prosperous again, and would increase. 
More licenses might then be granted. With the present mesh in nets the youn^ 
fish could not be caught. Fish of 2 pounds and under will go through a 4-inch 
mesh. I cannot give the average of our whitefish or salmon-trout, as to size or 
weight. There should be close seasons to protect fish at their spawning time, and 
the periods, mentioned before by me, are about the right time of their spawning. 
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Tho pound-nets have advantages over the gill-nets. The pound-net is stationary, 
and the finh come lo it. The gil^-nets are shifted from place to place, and follow up 
the tish, and therefore catch more ash. The fish in the pound-nets are ali^uys alive 
and fresh and in better condition tor the market. The gill-nets on the other hand 
kill a great many tish, which are wasted. 

Wiih two pound-nets I caught about 13 tons in 1892, and in 1893 with four nets 
took about 28 ton». One boat about 24 feet long with four hands. As to quantity the 
stdrgeon were the greale>t, next whitefish, next pickerel, then salmon-trout. Stur- 
geon amounted to about 8 tons, these fish are sold dressed, that is, with heads, tails 
and entrails taken away. Sturgeon are the mot-t valuable, not only the flesh, but 
the bladders as well as the eggs are valuable, which is not the case with other fibh. 
Sturgeon flesh is sold for 3 cents per pound, bladders $1.20 per pound. Eggs made 
into caviare sell from 20 to 25 cents per pound. Sturgeon run from 30 to 40 up to 
180 pounds as taken from the water; one of 130 pounds weight will give 65 pounds 
of cured meat, and we will get 20 pounds of eggs, and about J pound of bladders 
ready for sale. When Hturgeon spawn it in difficult to say, they are caught most in 
May, June and July, and then again in September and October. We catch them in 
the bay around French Island. The spawn of sturgeon has to be in a certain con- 
dition before it is ût to make caviare; this is when it is hard. When the eg^s are 
soft they are ripest. I cannot state the time when sturgeon are actually ripe for 
spawin:^S and cannot say that I ever saw eggs running from the female or milt run- 
ning from tho male fish. 

By Mr. Harris ; 

I take up nets about a couple days before the close season arrives. My nets 
are in shallow places. Gill-nets are fished in deep water, but they begin to come 
in in October for trout. They don't catch whitefish at this time on the shoals ; they 
catch them in the deep water. 

The gill-net fishermen came on this fall around my nets. I do not know much 
about ^ill-net fishing. I know the gill-net fishermen come on shore to catch trout 
in October. My best month for trout is October. The rafts of saw-logs are towed 
acrobs to the American side. Pound-nets are set as early as the weather will per- 
mit. This year [ had part of them in the water on the 2nd May. The pickerel £ 
caught I threw out. As a rule the nets are set about the 15th of May or 20th. 
Pound-net fishing in these waters does not interfere with the close season for fish if 
they are legally fished. The usual mode of fishing pound-nets here is not when the 
close Heahon exists. The nets cannot be set or stakes driven as a rule before the 
16th May, and are taken up on the 1st of November. 

1 sell the caviare to Noble Brothers. They send it to New York. I get 20 to 25 
cents per pound for it. 



Mr. PETER CALGIOSGIE, (Indian) duly examined and said : 
By Mr. Wilmot : 

^ I am a Canadian. I was born at Sault Ste. Marie. I am 73 years of age. 
About 15 or 20 years ago could catch plenty of whitefish here in the Sault 
Rapidn. Could catch any number with scoop-nets and canoes. They are nearly 
all gone now. Only a few small ones left, hardly worth fishing for. Formerly the 
whitefi-*h caught were vevy large. Think the rock blasting and the use of dynamite 
have helped to reduce the whitefish in the rapids. The whitefish begin to spiwn 
about the I wt of November, and continue spawing nearly the whole of the monih. 
8almon-trout begin to spawn about the 15th of October, and keep on KpMwning till 
the 15th of November. 

1 fish with gill-nets near Whitefiwh Point, about seventeen miles up fruni tho 
rapids. The fish are getting much more scarce than they were six and ten yea» s 
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ago. Pound-nets have done a great deal of harm to the fishei-ies. These nets kill 
all fish large and small. A great many young fish are killed before they are large 
enough to breed, they are thrown away. With seven oanoes and fourteen Indians 
they caught in 189Î2 only about one ton offish altogether. Ten or twelve years ago 
one canoe with two men would each take a ton of fish. 

The Commission then closed proceedings for the want of further evidence with 
the view of returning to Ottawa. 

Note— Th'e q,ttaçhed letter from P. Sullivan and Sons, was received at Ottawa, 
and it is inserted here to show the extent of damage resulting fi*om the towing of 
bàw-Iogs over the fishing grounds in the north channel of Lake Huron. 

SPANite Station, 24th November, 1893. 

In regard to the number of rafts which left here this summer there was two 
hupdred and ten millions logs came down the Spanish Biver. Out of that there was 
al^out thirty millions manufactured in this district, and there is still on hand about 
twenty millions rafted up in store booms to leave here the first thing in the spring, 
that leaves one hundred and sixty millions which were towed to the other side this 
'se^tsbni As near as I can ascertain these logs left here in about forty or forty-five 
rafts, arid n^ould cover from twenty to twenty-five square miles of water. 

Cook's Mills, District of Algoma, 4th Dec^, 1893. 
Mb. Wilmot, 

Chairman of the Fishery Commission. 

DsAft Sm, — I have ascertained the above facts as near as I am able respecting 
the number of logs passing between Spanish Biver and the Georgian Bay. There 
are eight different streams and each one used for the flowing of logs. The French 
Eiver, I am told, passed even more logs than the Spanish, and my opinion is that the 
bottom of the whole lake from Georgian Bay to Mississauga is teeming with bark. 
It is eighteen miles across to the Manitoulin, and rafts pass in three different direc- 
tions, so that the bark is spread every way. This bark in the course of time rots 
and forms into a kind of slime and fish will not stay on that gi*ound. There were 
five skiffs fishing from here four years ago, since then they have ieit, as fish got so 
scarce, and in a very short time I believe there will be no fish at all. 

On September 26th of this year I had thirty-six pieces of net utterly destroyed 
by this bark. Each piece of net ^fas 180 yards long, arid was loaded so heavily 
with bark as to break the web« I also had six other pieces similarly loaded the 
last week in October. I am sending you a sample of net us we took it out in 
October. 

My loss in September was about S350, and again loss of six weeks fishing from 
S 150 to $200 at the least. 

I have stated my affairs as plainly and correctly as I am able, and without 
giving any offence to Mr. Elliott. I should be glad if you could aid me in getting 
two or three pound-net licenses for next year. 

I am, sir, yours obediently, 

1\ SULLIVAN & SONS. 
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